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THl AUTHOR’S DECLARATIOH. 


are some people in*the world so mischieTous as not 
to read a work T^thout applying the vicious or ridiculous 
characters it may happen to contain to eminent or popular 
individuals. 1 protest publicly against the pretended msco* 
very of any such likenesses. My purpose was to Represent 
human life historically as it exists : Gbd forbid 1 should 
%old myself out as a portrait>painter. Let not the reader 
thdh take to himself public property ; for if he does, he may 
ch|uice to throw an unlucky light on his own chafactor : as 
l^dflis expresses it, Slulte mdabit animi conseientim. 

* Certain physicians of Castille as well as of France, are 

* sometimes a Uttle too fond of trying the bleeding and lower- 
ing system on their patients, vices, their patrons, and 
their dupes,- are of every day’s occurrence. To be sure, I 
have not tlways adopted Spanish manners with scrupulous 
exactness ; and in the instance of the players at Madrid, 
tho^who knowtheir disorderly modes of living may reproach 
me with softening down their coarser traits; but this I have 
4een induced to do &om a sense of delicacy, and in con- 
formity with the manners of my own country. 


GIL BLAS TO THE READER. 

9 , 

Bxadiib ! hark you,* my friend ! Do not begin the story 
of my*life till I have told ypu a short tale. 

Two students travelled together from Fenafiel to Sala- 
manca.* Finding themjwlves tired and thirsty, they stopped 
by the side of a spring on the road. While they were rest- 
ing there, after having ouenched their thirst, by chance th^y 
dpied on a stone near tnem, even with the ground, part of 
an inscription, in some degree efiaced by time, and by the 
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tread of flocks in the habit of watering at that spring. TIav> 
iijg washed the stone, they were able to trace th^p words 
, in the dialect of Castille ; c^qui estd, encerrada el alma del 
licenciado Pedro Garcias. “ Here lies interred the soul Jf 
the licentiate Peter Garcias.” 

Hey-day ! roars out the younger, a lively, heedless fellow, 
who could not get on with his deciphering for laughter : This 
is a good joke indeed : “ Here lidb interred the soul.”r> . . 

A soul interred ! 1 should like to know the whimsical 

author of this ludicrous epitaph. With this sneer he got up 
to go away. His companion, who had more sense, said 
within hiCnself ; Underneath this stone lies some mystery ; 

I will stay, and see the end of it. Accordingly, he let his 
comrade depart, and without loss of time began digging 
round about the stone with his knife till he got it up. U nder 
it he ft>und a purse of leather, containing an hundred ducj|ts 
with a card on which was written these words in ijatin : 

Whoever thou art who hast wit enough to discover the ^ 
meaning of the inscription, I appoint thee my heir, in the 
hope thou wilt make a better use of my fortune than I have 
done !” The student, out of his wits at the discovery, re- 
placed the stone in its former position, and set ou''. again on 
the Salamanca road with the soul of the licentiate in his 
pocket. 

Now, mv good friend and reader, no matter who you are, 
you must be like one or the other of these two students. 
If you cast your eye over my adventures without fixing it 
on the moral concealed under them, you will derive very 
little benefit from the perusal : but if you 'ead with atten- 
tion you will find that mixture of the useful with the agree- 
able^ so successfully prescribed by Horace. 
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Chap. I,— The birth and education of Gil Blai, 

itv ^fclier, Bias of Santillane, after having borne arms for a long 
time in the Spanish service, retired to his native place. There he 
married a chamber-maid who was not exactlv in her teKW, and I 
made mf debut on this stage ten months after marriage. They 
afterwards went to live at Oviedo, where my mother got into 
lervice, and my father obtained a situation equally adapted to 
his capacities as a squire. As their wages were their fortune, I 
might have got my education as I could, had it not been for an 
uncle of mine in the town, a canon, by name Gil Perez. He was 
my mother’s'^ldest brother, and my nod-father. Figure to your- 
self a littlf fellow, three feet and a half high, as fat as you can 
conteije, with a head sunk deep between his shoulders, and you 
3ave my uncle to the life. For the rest of his qualities, he was an 
feiclesiastic, and of course thought of nothing but good living, I 
mean in the flesh as well as in the spirit, witli the means of which 
, good living his stall, no lean one, provided him, 

He took me home to his own house from my infancy, and ran 
the risk of my bringing up. I struck him as so orisk a lad, that he 
resolved to cultivate my talents. He bought me a primer, and 
undertook my tuition as far as reading went : which was not an^s 
for himself as well as for me j since by teaching me my letters ne 
brushed up his own learning, which had not oeen pursued in a 
very scholastic manner ; and, by dint of application, he got at last 
to read his brt^ry out haqd, which he had never been able to 
do before. He would Ivive been very glad to have taught me 
Latin, save expense, but, alqip ! poor Gil Perez ! he had never 
skimmed the first principles of it in the whole course of his life. 
I should not wonder if he was the most ignorant member of the 
chapter ; though on a subject involving as many nossibilities as 
Kthere were canons,.! presume not to pledge myself for anything 
like certainty. To be sure, I have heard it 8ugg<^ted, that he dicT 
mt gain hds preferment altogether by h's learning : but that ho 

If n 
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owed it exclusively to the gratitude of some good nuns whoso 
discreet factor he had been, and who had eremt enouglrto pvo- 
pyre him the order of priesthood without the troublesome cere- 
mom of an examination. - 

I^e was obliged therefore’to place me under the correction of a 
master, so that I was sent to doctor Godinez, who had the reputa- 
tion of being the most accomplished pedant of Ovied(f. I profiteej 
so well under his instructions, that by the end of five or six 
years I could read a Greek author or two, and had no very inade- 

? uate conception of the Latin poets. Besides my classical sfud^es, 
applied to logic, which enabled me to become an expert arguer. 

I now fell in love with discussions of all kinds to such an excess, 
that I stopped his majesty’s subjects on the liigh road, acquaint- 
ance or itrangers, no matter ! and proposed some knotty point of 
controversy. Sometimes I fell in with a clan of Irish, and aii 
altercation never comes amiss to them ! That was your time,^ 
if you are fond of a battle. Such gestures ! such grimaces I such 
contortions! Our eyes sparkling, and our mouths foaming! 
Those ^fao did not take us for what we affected to be, philo- 
sophers, must have set us down for madmen. •» 

But let that be as it will, I gained the reputation of no small 
learning in the town. My uncle was delighted, because he pru- 
dently considered that I should so much the sooner cease to be 
chargeable to him. Como here, Gil Bias, quoth he one day, you 
are got to be a fine fellow. You are past seventeen, and a clever 
lad : you must bestir yourself, and get forward ii. the W’orld. 

I think of sending you to tlie university of Salami nca : with 
your wit, you will easily get a good post. I will give yoji a few 
ducats for your journey, and my mule, which will fetch ten or 
twelve pistoles at Salamanca, and with such a sum at setting ou4,^ 
you will be enabled to hold up your head till you get a situation. 

He could not have proposed to me anything more agreeable ; 
for I was dying to see a little of life. At the same time, I was 
not such a fool as to betray my satisfaction -, and when it came 
to the hour of parting, by the sensibility I discovered at taking 
leafe of my dear uncle, to whom I was so much obliged, and by 
calling in the stage effect of grief, I so softened the good soul, 
that he put his hand deeper into his pocket than he would have 
done, could he have pried into all that was passing in the interior 
of my hypocritical little heart. Before my depdi ture I took a 
last leave of my papa and mamma, who leaded me with an ample 
inheritance of good advice. They enioined me to pray to God for 
my uncle, to go honestly through the world, not to engage in 
any ill, and ^ove all, not to lay my hands on other people’s 
property. After they bad lectured me for a good while, they made 
me a present of their blessing, which was all my patrimony and * 
all my expectation. As soon as I Lad received it, I mounted my 
mule, and saw the outside of the town. 
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OtL TLf^Gil alarm on kia road to Pegnaflor ; Mi adventura on hii 
arrml injl^l town ; and thi charaetir of the men with whom he supped.^ 

Hbbb I am, then, on the other sid% of Oviedo, on the road to 
PegnaSor, witli the world before me, as yet my own master,* as 
well as mai\^r of a bad mule and forty good ducats, without 
reckoning ou a little supplementary cash purloined from my much- 
honoured uncle. The first thing 1 did was to let my mule go as 
the beast liked, that is to say, very lazily. I dropped the rein, 
and tftking out rny ducats, began to count them backwards and 
forwards in my liat.a I was out of my wits for joy, never having 
seen such a sum of money before, and could not help looking at 
it and sifting it through my fingers. I liad counted it ov£r about 
the twentieth time, when all at once my mule, with head raised 
.Mnd ears pricked up, stood stock still in the middle of the liigh 
iwad. I thought to be sure something w^as the matter ; looked 
abon4 for a cause, and perceiving a hat upon the ground, witli 
a rosary of large beads, at the same time heard a lugubriotis voice 
prcfiounge these words : Pray, honoured master, nave pity on a 
poor maimed soldier ! Please to throw a few small pieces into this 
Vat ; you shall be rewarltedTor it in the other world. I looked 
immediately on the side whence the voice proceeded j and saw 
just by a thicket, twenty or thirty paces from me, a sort of a 
soldier, who W mounted the barrel of a confounded long car- 
bine on two cross sticks, and seemed to be taking aim at me. At 
a sight whi<m made me tremble for the patrimony of the church 
committeefto my care, I stopped short, made sure of my ducats, 
aneftiing out a little small change, as I rode by the hat, placed 
to receive the charity of those quiet subjects who had not the 
courage to refuse it, dropped in my contribution in detail, to con- 
vince the soldier how nobly I dealt by him. He was satisfied 
with my liberality, and gave me a blessing for every kick I gave 
my mule in my impatience to get out of his way ; but the infernal 
beast, without partaking in the slightest degree of my impatience, 
went at the old steady pace, A long custom of jogging on fair 
and softly under my uncle's weight had obliterated every idei of 
that motion called a gallop. 

The prospect of my journey w^as not much improved by this 
adventure as | specimen. I considered within myself that I had 
yet some distance to Salamanca, and might, not improbably, meet 
with soipething worse. • My uncle seemed to have been very im- 
pnident not to have consigned me to the core of a muleteer. 
That, to be sure, was what he ought to have done ; but his notion 
was, that by giving me hi# mule my journey would be cheaper ; 
and that entered more into his calculation than the dangers iu 
\which I might be involved on the road. To retrieve his erro?, 
^erefore, I resolved, if I had the good luck to arrive safe at Peg- 
4aflor, to offer my mule for sale, and take the opportunity of 
f n 3 
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a muleteer going to Astorga, whence 1 might get to Salamanca 
by a similar conveyance. Though I had never been out of (Oviedo, 

1 4 vas acquainted with the names of the towns through which I 
wasjo pass ; a species of injprmation I took care to procure ^be- 
fore my setting out. 

1 got safe and sound to Pegnafior, and stopped at fthe door 
a very decent-looking inn. My foot was scarcely out of the stirrup 
before the landlord was at my side, overwhelming me with public- 
house civility. He untied my cloak-bag with his own hands, 
swung it across his shoulders, and ushered my honour into a^S^oi'ta, 
while one of his men led my mule to the stafole. This landlord, 
the most busy prattler of the Asturias, ready to bother you 
impertinently about his own concerns, and at the same time with 
a sufficient portion of curiosity to worm himself into the know- 
ledge of yours, was not long in telling me that his name was An-^ 
drew Corcuelo ; that he had seen some service as a serjeant in th ' 
army, which he had quitted fifteen months ago, and married Q, girl 
of Castrojpol, who, though a little tawney or so, knew how to 
make both ends meet as well as the best of them. He tfld me a 
thousand things besides which he might just as well have kept 
private. Thinking himself entitled, afifer this voluntary confi- 
dence, to an equal share of mine, he asked me in a breath, and 
without further preface, whence I came, whither I was going, 
and who I was. To all this I felt myself bound to answer, article 
by article, because though rather abrupt in asking them, he ac- 
companied each question with so apologetic a bow, beseeching me 
with so submissive a grimace not to be offended at hd' curiosity, 
that I was drawn in to gratify it, whether I would or no. i Thus 
by degrees did we get into a long conversation, in the course of < 
which I took occasion to hint, that I had some reasons for wishing "" 
to get rid of my mule, and travel under convoy of a muleteer. 
He seemed on the whole to approve of my plan, though he could 
not prevail with himself to tell me so briefly ; for he introduced 
his remarks by descanting on all the possible and probable mis- 
chances to which travellers are liable on the road, not omitting an 
awfward story now and then. I thought the fellow would never 
have done. But the conclusion of the argument was, that if 1 
wanted to sell my mule, he know an honest jockey who would 
take it off my hands. I begged he would do me^Jlie favour to 
fetch him, which was no sooner said than done. 

On his return he introduced the purchaser, with a hi^ enco- 
mium on his integrity. We all three went into the yard, and 
the mule was brought out to show paces before the jockey, who 
set himself to examine the beast from .head to foot. His report 
was bad enough. To be sure, it would not have been easy to make ^ 
(k good one ; but if it had been the pope's mule, and this fellow 
was to cheapen the bargain, it would have been just the same : 
nay, to speak with ail doe reveienne, if he had been asked to 
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give au opinion of the pope’s great toe« from that disparaging 
hal^it o( nis, he would have pronounced it no better than the 
toe of any Mcfinary man. He laid it down therefore, as a prin- 
ciple, thnt tne mule had all thi defects a mule could have : 
pealing to the landlord for a confirnAtion of his judgment, yjio, 
doubtless, had reasons of his own for not controverting his 
itiend’s asseftion. Well ! says the jockey, wit?i an air of indiffer- 
ence, What price have you the conscience to ask for this devil 
of an animal P After such a panegyric, and master Corcuelo’s 
eertifisate, whom I was fool enough to take for a fair-dealing 
man and a good ji^ge of horseflesh, they might have had the 
mule for nothing. 1 therefore told the dealer that I threw 
myself on his mercy : he must fix bis own sum, and I should ex- 
pect no more. On this, ho began to affect the gcntlei|an, and 
^nswered that I had found out his weak side when I left it to his 
l^nour. He was right enough in that ! His honour was his weak 
side h for instead of bidding up to my uncle s estimate of ten or 
twelve pinoles, the rascal Tiad the impudence to ofler three du- 
cat§, which I accepted with as light a heart as if I had J>ot the 
best of flie bargain. 

* Having disencumbered myself of mv mule in so tradesman- 
like a manner, I went with my landlord to a carrier w ho was to 
set out early the next morning for Astorga, and engaged to call 
me up in time. When we had settled the hire ot the mule, as 
well as the expenses on the road, 1 turned back towards the inu 
w ith Corcu(#o, w ho, as we went along, got into the private history 
of this mtfleteer. When I had been pestered w ilh all the tittle- 
tattle^f the town about this fellow, the changes were just begin- 
'ning to ring on some new^ subject ; but, by good luck, a pretty- 
%oking sort of a man very civilly interrupted my loquacious 
friend. I left them together, and sauntered on, without the 
slightest suspicion of being at all concerned in their discourse. 

I ordered supper as soon as I got to the inn. It waa a fish 
day: but I thouglit eggs were better suited to my finances. 
‘Wiile they were getting ready I joined in conversation with the 
landlady, whom I had not seen before. She seemed a pretty mece 
of goo<w enough, and such a stirring body, that I should flave 
concluded, if her husband had not told me so, her tavern must 
havp .plenty of custom. The moment the omelet was served up 
I sat Qown tS table by mysqjf, and had scarcely got the relish of^ 
it, when my landlorcl .walked in, followed by the man who had 
•toppecThim in the street. This pleasant gentleman wore a Icmg 
rapier, and might, perhaps, pe about thirty yeaw of age. He 
came up to me in the most friendly manner possible. Mr. Pro- 
fessor, says bn^ I have juft now heard that you are the renowned 
Gil Bias of SantilJane, that ornament of Oviedo and luminary of 
i^loitiphy. And do my eyes behold that very greatest of all 
great scjholars and w its, w hose reputation has run hither so fast 
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before him P Little do you think, continues he, directing his die* 
course to the landlord and landlady, little do you imaging, I suy, 
what good luck has befallen you. Why, you have got l^Id of a 
•treasure. In this young gentlemetei you benold the ei^th wonder 
of J;he world. Then runniig up and throwing his arms about my 
neck, Excuse me, added he ; but worlds wo^d not bribe me to 
suppress the rapturous emotions your honoured presence ha^ 
excited. 

I could not answer him so glibly as I wished, not so much for 
want of words as of breath ; for he hugged me so tight th^^ Lbe« 
gan to be alarmed for my wind-pipe. As ^oon, however, as I 
had got my head out of durance, 1 replied, Signor cavalier, I had 
not the least conception that my name was known at Pegnaflor. 
Known I resumed he in the same pompous s^le; we keep a 
register of all great persons within a circuit of twenty leagues, 
round us. You have the character of a prodigy here ; and I 
have not a shadow of doubt, but one day or other Spain wjll be 
as proud of numbering you among her rare productions,* as Greece 
of haviiig given birth to her seven wise men. This fine speech 
was followed as before ; and I really began to think thaL with all 
my classical honours I sliould at last be doomed to share the 
fate of Antajus. If I had been master of ever so little experience, 
I should not have been the dupe of his rhodomontade. I must 
have discovered him by his outrageous compliments, to be one 
of those parasites who swarm in every town, and get into a 
stranger’s company on his arrival, to appease the '^zolf in their 
stomachs at his expense ; but my youth and vanity tempted nie to 
draw a quite opposite conclusion. My admirer was verv clever 
in my eyes, and I asked him to supper on the strengtfi of it. 
Oh ! most willingly, cried he ; with all my heart and soul. My 
fortunate star predominates, now that I have the honour of being 
in company with the illustrious Gil Bias of Santillane, and I shall 
certainly make the most of ray good fortune as long as it lasts. 
My appetite is rather delicate, but 1 will just.iit down with jrou 
by way of being sociable, and if I can swallow a bit 1 only just 
not to look sulky ; for we philosophers are careless of the body. 

Hiese words were no sooner out of his mouth, than my pane^- 
rist took his seat opposite to me. A cover was laid for him in due 
form and order. First he fell on the omelet with as much per- 
^ severance as if he had not tasted food for three whole days, ^By 
the oomplaoenoy with which he eyed it I yas morally certain the 
poor pancake was at deatli’s door. I therefore ordered its heir 
apparent to succeed ; and the business was despatched with such 
speed, that the second made its appearance on the table, just as 
we no I beg pardon just as heTiad taken {he last lick of 
its predecessor. He pressed forward the main busmess, however, 
with a diligenoe ana activity proportioned to the importance ot 
the object he had in view : so that he contrived to load me with 
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megyric oti panegyric, without losing a single stroke in the pro- 
gress maltieation. Now all this gave me no slender conceit 
of my prf^tT little self. When a man eats, he must drink. The 
first toast Of course was my health. The second, in commoTi 
civility, was my father and motli^, whose happiness in having* 
such an angel of a son, he could not sufficiently envy or admire. 
*A11 this while he kept filling my glass, and challenging me to 
keep pace with him. It was impossible to be backward in doing 
justice to such excellent toasts and sentiments : the compliments 
vrftlBwIiieh thiey were seasoned did not come amiss ; so that I 
got into such a convivial mood, at observing our second omelet to 
disappear not insensibly, as just to ask the landlord if he could 
not find us a little bit of fish. Master Corcuelo, who to all ap- 
pearance played booty with the parasite, told mo he had an ex- 
cellent trout ; but those who eat him must pay for him. I am 
•afraid he is meat for your masters. Meat for our masters ! ex- 
claims my very humble servant in an angry tone of voice : that is 
more than you know, my friend. Are you yet to learn that the 
Ivst of your larder is not too good for the renowned -Gil Bias of 
SantilflmeP Go where he will, he is fit to table with princes. 

I was very glad tliat he took up the landlord's last expression ; 
because if he had not. I should. I felt myself a little hurt at it, and 
said to Corcuelo with some degree of hauteur : Produce this trout 
of yours, and I will take the conseq^uenccs. The landlord, who 
had got iust what he wanted, set himself to work, and served it 
up in higfr^ order. At the first glance of this third course I saw 
such ^Asure sparkling in the parasite’s eyes, os proved him to 
be djj^ very complying temper ; just as ready to do a kindness by 
the fish, as by tliose said eggs of which he had given so good an 
^account But at last he was obliged to lay down his arms, for 
fear of accidents ; as his magazine w as crammed to the very 
throat. Having eaten and drank his fill, he bethought him of 
putting a finishing hand to the farce. Master Gil Bias, said he, 
as he rose from tie table, I am too well pleased w ith my princely 
entertainment, to leave you without a word of advice, of which 
you seem to stand in much need. From this time forw ard be on 
your guard against extravagant praise. Do not trust mim till 

J ou know them. You may meet with many another man, who, 
ke me, m^ amuse himself at your expense, and perhaps carry 
the joke a Tittle further. ]3ut do not you be taken in a second 
tim6,^to believe youiself, cn the word of such fellows, the eighth 
won^r of the world. Witl) this sting in the tail of his farewell 
speech he very coolly took his leave. 

I was as much alive to so ridiculous a circumstance, as I have 
ever been in after-life u> the most severe mortifications. I did 
not know how to reconcile myself to the idea of having been so 
agregiously taken in, or, in fact, to lowering of my pride. So, 
fio 1 quothX this rascal has been putting his tricks upon travellers^ 
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has he P Then he only wanted to pump my landlord ! or more 
likely they were both in a storv. Ah ! my poor Gil Bli^?, 
hadst better hide thy silly head I To have sunered s]j(oh knaves 
d^these to turn thee into ridicule ! A pretty story they will make 
of ibis ! It is sure to travli back to Oviedo : and will give our 
friends a hopeful prospect of thy success in life. The family will 
be (juite delighted to think what a blessed harvest alf their pious^' 
advice has produced. There was no occasion to preach up morals 
to thee ; for verily thou hast more of the dupe than the sharper 
in thy composition. Eeady to tear my eyes out or bitr my 
fingers off rrom spite and vexation, I locke^ myself in my 
chamber and went to bed, but not to sleep ; of which ihad not 
got a wink when the muleteer came to tell me, that he only 
waited foi me to set out on his journey. I got up as expeditiously 
as 1 could ; and while I was dressing Corcuelo put in his appear* 
ance, with a little bill in his hand a slight memorandum of the^ 
trout! — But paying through the nose was not the worst ofrit; 
for I had the vexation to perceive, that while I was counting 
over the «i#8t, this hang*dog was chuckling at the recollection iof 
the night before. Having been fleeced most shamefullV for a 
supper, which stuck in my stomach though I had scarcely come , 
in for a morsel of it, I joined the muleteer with my baggage, 
giving to as many devils as there are saints in the calendar, tlie 
parasite, the landlord, and the inn. 

Ch. IIL^TAe mule^egr*s ^empfaHoft on iheroad; its eonsi^fumeeSf ana 
the situation of Gil Bias between Scylla and CharybdU. * 

I WAS not the only passenger. There were two young gwtle* 
men of Pegnaflor ; a little chorister of Mondognedo, who was^ 
travelling about the country, and a young tradesman of Astorga,. 
returning home from Verco with his new-married wife. We soon 
got' acquainted, and exchanged the usual confidence oftraveUers, 
telling one another whence we came and whither we were going. 
The bride was young enough ; but so dark-com^exioned, with so 
little of what a man likes to look at in a woman, that I did not 
thinkr her worth the trouble. But she had youth and a good 
crummy person on her side, and the muleteer, being rather less 
nice in his taste, was resolved to try if he could not get into her 
good graces. This pretty project occupied his ingepj,iity during 
the whole day ; but he aemrred the execution till we should get 
to Cacabelos, the last place where we werh to stop on thq^roM. 
We alighted at an inn in the outskirts of the town, a quiet con* 
venient place, with a landlord who never troubled himself about 
other people’s concerns. We were ushered into a private roomt 
and got emr supper snugly : but just as the cloth was taken away 
in comes our carrier in a furious passion Death and the devil I 
I.have been robbed. Here had I an hundred pistoles in my 
purse ! But I will have them back again. 1 am going for a magia- 
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trate ;*‘^-aDd those gentry will not take a joke upon sucli serious 
sffbjeetii* Toe will all be put to the rack, unless you confess, and 
give back l^e money. The fellow played his part veiy naturally, 
and burst out of the room, leaving us in a terrible fright. ** 
We had none of us the least suspifiion of the trick, and, being 
all strangers, were afraid of one another. I looked askance at the 
fittle chorister, and he, perhaps, had no better opinion of me. 
Besides, we were all a pack of greenhorns, and were (juite unac- 
quainted with the routine of business on these occasions. Wo 
weie fools enough to believe that the torture would be the very 
first stage of our ex^ination.' With this dread upon our spirits, 
we all made for the door. Some effected their escape into the 
street, others into the garden : but the v hole party preferred 
the discretion of running away to the valour of stancang their 
, ground. The young tradesman of Astorga had as great an objec- 
^on to bone-twisting^ as the rest of us : so lie did as Eneas, and 
many another good husband has done before him ran away, 
and left his wife behind. At that critical moment the muleteer, 
as Ji waB told afterwards, wdio had not half so mi:«h sense 
of deceifcy as his own mules, delighted at the success of liis 
(tratagem, began moving his motives to the citizen’s wife : but 
this Lucrece of the Asturias, borrowing the chastity of a saint 
from the ugliness of the devil who tempted her, defended her 
sweet person tooth and nail ; and show ed she w as in earnest 
about it by the noise she made. The patrol, who happened to bo 
passing by ilie inn at the time, and knew that the neighbourhood 
requireSWittle looking after, took the liberty of just asking the 
cause ff the disturbance. The landlord, who was trying if he 
^could not sing in the kitchen louder than she could scream in the 
^rlour, and swore he heard no music but his owm, w^os at last 
obliged to introduce the myrmidons of the police to tlie distressed 
lady, just in time to rescue her from the necessity of a surrender 
at discretion. The head officer, a coarse fellow', w ithout an atom 
of feeling for*the tAider passion, no sooner saw' the game that 
w as playing, than he gave the amorous muleteer five or six blow s 
with the butt end of his halberd, representing to him the ii^^e- 
cency of his conduct in terms quite as offensive to modesty as 
the uaugh^' propensity which had called forth his virtuous indig- 
nation. J^it^er did he stop here ; but laid hold of the culprit, 
and carried plaintiff and detWidant before the magistrate, xlie 
former, with her charms all heightened by the discomposure of 
her dress, went eagerly jo try their effect m obtaining justice for 
the outrage they had sustained. His worship heard at least one 
party ; and after solemn (j[eliberation pronounced the offence to 
be of a most Vinous nature. He ordered him to be shipped, 
imd to receive a competent number of lashes in his presence. 
The conclusion of the sentence^ was, that if the Endymionof ouV 
Austrian Diana was not forthcoming the next day, a couple of 


10 


OTL BIAS. 


^ards should escort the disconsolate goddess to the tmu of 
Astorga, at the expense of this mule^driving Acteon. ^ ^ 

For my part, being probably more terrified than the "rest of 
'the party, I got into the fields, scampering over hed|e and ditch, 
through enclosures and across commons, till 1 found myself hard 
by a forest. I was just going for concedment to ensconce myself 
in the very heart of the thicket, when two men on hdtsebackrodi 
across me, crying, Who goes there P As my alarm prevented me 
from giving them an immediate answer, they came to close quar- 
ters, and holding each of them a pistol to my throat, requifeime 
to give an account of myself ; who I was, wjience I came, what 
business I had in that forest, and above all, not to tell a lie about 
it. Their rough interrogatives were, according to my notion, 
little better than the rack with which our friend the muleteer had 
offered to treat us. I represented myself however as a young 
man on my way from Oviedo to Salamanpa ; told the story pf 
our late fright, and faithfully attributed my running away iq such 
a hurry to the dread of a worse exercise under the torture. 
They burst into an immoderate fit of laughter at my simplicjjiy ; 
and one of them said : Take heart, my little friend ; cdbie along 
with us. and do not bo afraid ; we will put you in a place where 
the devil shall not find you. At these w^ords, he took me up 
behind him, and we darted into the forest. 

I did not know what to tliink of this odd meeting ; yet on the 
whole I could not well be worse off than before. If these gentry, 
tijought I to myself, had been thieves, they would fcave robbed, 
and perhaps murdered me. Depend on it, they are t. couple of 
good honest country gentlemen. in this neighbourhood, w^, (See- 
ing me frightened, have taken compassion on me, and mean to 
carry me home with them and make me comfortable. But thesel 
visions did not last long. After turning and winding backward 
and forward in deep silence, w’e found ourselves at the foot of a 
hill, where we dismounted. This is our abode, said one of these 
sequestered gentlemen. I looked about in aB directions, but the 
deuce a bit of either house or cottage : not a vestige of human 
ha]^itation! The two men in the mean time raised a great 
w^ooden trap, covered with earth and briars, to conceal the 
entrance of a long shelving passage under ground, to which from 
habit the poor beasts took very kindly of their own accord. Their 
masters kept tight hold of me, and Jet the trap do^ after them. 
Thus was the worthy nephew of my undo Perez caught, just for 
all the world as you would catch ^ rat. 

Ck. IV. — DeHcripiion qf the mbterraneoue dwelling and ite eenienlt, 

1 NOW knew into what company I had fallen; and I leave it to ^ 
any one to judge whether the discovery must not have rid me of J 
my former fear. A dread more mighty and more just now 
seized my faculties. Money and lifo> ail given up for lost I 
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With the air: of a Tictim on his passage to the altar, did I walk, 
more dead t$aii alive, between my two conductors, who finding 
that I trembled, frightened me so much the more by telling 
not to be afriid. When we had g^e two hundred paces, wind- , 
ing down a declivity all the way, we got into a stable lighted 
by two large iron lamps suspended from the vault above. There 
was a good store of straw, and several casks of hay and com with 
room enough for twenty horses : but at that time there ‘were 
only the two which came with us. An old negro, wlio seemed 
{(kma years in pretty good case, was tying tncm to the rack 
where they were t# feed. 

We went out of the stable. By the melancholy light of some 
other lamps, which only served to dress no horror in its native 
colours, we arrived at a kitchen where an old harridan was broil- 
< ing some steaks on the coals, and getting supper ready. The 
ddtchen furniture was better than might be ejected, and the 
paiftry provided in a very plentiful manner. The lady of the 
larder's picture is worth drawing. Considerably on the wrong 
side of^ixty! — In her youth, her hair had been of aderjr fed; 
though she would have called it auburn. Time had indeed 
given it the fairer tint of grey ; But a lock of more youthful hue, 
interspersed at intervals, produced all the variegated efiect of the 
admired autumnal shades. To say nothing of an olive complexion, 
she had an enormous chin turning up, an immense nose turning 
down, witk a mouth in the middle, modestly retiring inwards, to 
makejjoop for its encroaching neighbours. Ked eyes are no 
beaut^nany animal but a ferret ; — hers were purple, 

Here, dame Leonarda, said one of the horsemen as he pre- 
sented me to this angelic imp of darkness, wo have brought you 
a young lad. Then looking round, and observing me to be 
miserably pale, Pluck up your spirits, my friend ; you shall 
come to no barm. Wo want a scullion, and have met with you. 
You are a lucky dpg ! We had a boy who died about a fortnight 
ago : you shall succeed to the preferment. He was rather too 
delicate for his place. You seem a good stout fellow, and may 
live a week or two longer. We find you in bed and board, Vjoal 
and candle ; but as for day-light, you will never see that again. 
Your leisure hours will pass ofi* very agreeably with Leonarda, 
who is really a very good creature, and tolerably tender-hearted ; 
you will have all your Uttleljomforts about you. I flatter myself 
you hwe not got anfbng beggars. At this moment, the thief 
sensed a flambe^au ; and as I fiwed, with zeal to destn^ ;** for 

ordered me to follow him. 

He took me into a sellar, where I saw a great niunber of 
bottles and earthen pots full of excellent wine. He then made 
me cross several rooms. In some were pieces of cloth piled up; 
in others, stuffs and silks. As we passed through I could not 
help casting a sheep's eye at the geld and silver plate peeping 
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out of the different cupboards. After that, I followed him into 
a great hall illuminated by three co^er lustres, and serving as i 
gtyilery between the other rooms. Here he put fresj) questions 
^ to me ; asking my name “Why I left Oviedo ; — and when I had 
satisHed his curiosity ; Wefl, Gil Bias, said he, since your only 
motive for quitting your native place was to get intq something 
snug and eligible, to be sure you must have been born to good 
luck,* or you would not have fallen into our hands. I tell you 
once for all, you will live here on the fat of the land, and may 
souse over head and ears in ready money. Besides, you rre^n 
a place of perfect safety. The officers of tH holy brotherhood 
might pass through the forest an hundred times without discover- 
ing our subterraneous abode. The entrance is only known to 
myself and my comrades. You may perhaps ask how it came to 
contrived, without being perceived by the inhabitants in the 
neighbourhood. But you are to understand, my friend, that it 
was made long ago, and is no work of ours. After the M'')or3 
had made themselves masters of Granada, of Arragon, and nearly 
the* whole' of Spain, the Christians, rather than submit to tlie 
tyranny of infidels, betook themselves to flight, and lay edheealed 
in this country, in Biscay, and in the Asturias, whither the brave 
Don Pelagio had withdrawn himself. They lived in a state of 
exile, on the mountains, or in the woods dispersed in little knote. 
Some took up their residences in natural caves, others in artificial 
dwellings under ground, like this we are in. In process of time, 
when by the blessing of Providence they had dHveii their 
ejiemies out of Spain, they returned to the towns. Px'JSfh that 
time forth their retreats have served as a rendezvous fpr ^he 
gentlemen of our profession. It is true that several of them have 
been discovered and destroyed by the holy brotherhood : bui' 
there are some yet remaining ; andf, by great good luck, I have 
tenanted this without paying any rent for it almost these fifteen 
years : Captain Eokndo, at your service ! I am the leader of the 
band ; ana the man you saw with me is one oP my troopers. 

Ch .^. — The arrival of (he banditti in the sublerrajieous retreat^ with 
*' an account of their pteaeant convet'sation. 

Just as Captain Kolando had finished his speech six new faces 
made their appearance in the hall; the lieutenant and five 
privates, returning home with their booty. They were hauling 
m two great baskets full of sugar, cinnamon't pepper, figs, almonds, 
and raisins. The lieutenant gave am account of their proceedings 
to the captain, and told him they had taken these articles, as 
well as the sumpter-mule, from a grocer of Benayento, An 
official report having thus been made to the prime-minister, the 
grocer’s contribution was carried to account ; and the next step 
was to regale after their labours. A large table was set out in 
the hall. They sent me back to the kitchen, where dame Loo* 
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narda told me what I had to do. I made the best of a bad 
bargain, finding the luck ran against me ; and, swallowing my 
grievanceSi^et myself to wait on my noble masters. 

I cleaned my plate, set out my side-board, and brought up my 
wine. As soon as 1 announced dinner to be on table, consi^ing 
^f two goo<^ black peppery ragouts for the first course, this high 
and mighty company took their seats. They fell to most vora- 
ciously. My place was to wait ; and I handed about the glasses 
with so butleiMike an air, as to be not a little complimented on 
mf dbxterity. The chief entertained them with a short sketch 
of my story, and pr^psed my parts. But I had recovered from my 
mania by this time, and could listen to my own panegyric with 
the humility of an anchorite or the contempt of a nhiioscmher. 
They all seemed to take a liking to me, and to tiiidk I had 
dropped from the clouds on purpose to be their cup-bearer. My 
sredecessor was a fool to me. Since his death, the illustrious 
Leoflarda had the honour of presenting nectar to these gods of 
the lower regions. But she was now degraded, and I had the 
felicity gf being installed in her office. Thus, old Heb^ being a 
little the worse for wear, young Ganymede tripped up her heels. 

I A substantial joint of meat after the ragouts at length blunted 
the edge of their appetites. Eating and arinking w^nt together : 
so that they soon got into a merry pin, and made a roaring noise. 
Well done, my lads I All talkers and no listeners. One begins 
a long story, another cuts a joke ; here a fellow bawls, there a 
fellowsings^ and they all seem lobe at cross-purposes. At last 
EolanoSTxired of a concert in which he could hardly hear the 
soi!n<6of his own voice, let them know that he w as maestro di 
capella, and brought them into better tune. Gentlemen, said he, 
1 have a question to put. Instead of stunning one another W'ith 
this infernal din, had w'e not better enjoy a little rational con- 
versationP A thought is just come into my head. Since the 
happy day that united us we have never had the curiosity to 
inquire into each Other’s pedigrees, or by what chain of circum- 
stances we were each of us led to embrace our present w ay of 
life. There would be no harm in know ing who and who arc 
together. Let us exchange confidence : we may find some 
amusement in it. The lieutenant and the rest, like true heroes 
of roman ce,^cepted the challenge with the utmost courtesy, 
and the captain told the first story to the foUowing effect 
Gen^emen,you ara to know that I am the only son of a rich 
citizen in Madnd. The day pf my birth was celebrated in the 
family by rejoicings without end. My father, no chicken, thought 
it a considerable feat to^have got an heir, and my mother was 
kind enough to suckle mo herself. My maternal grandfather 
was still living : a good old man, who md not trouble himself 
about other people s concerns, but said his prayers, and fought 
ius campaigns over and over again ; for he had been in ihe army* 
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Ot* course I was idolized by these three persoM; never out of 
their arms. My early years were passed in the most ohildifti 
^usements, for fear of hurting my health by app^jpation. ^ It 
will not do, said my father, to hammer much learning into 
children till time has ripened their understanding. While be 
waited for this ripening, the season went by. I epuld neither 
read nor write : but I made up for that in other ways. My father 
taught me a thousand different games. I became perfectly 
acquainted with cards, was no stranger to dice, and my i^rand- 
fatler set me the example of drawing the long bow, wlSleohe 
entertained me with his military exploits. i^He sung the same 
songs repeatedly one after anotlicr every day ; so that when, 
after saying ten or twelve lines after him tor three months 
together,'! got to boggle through them without missing, the 
whole family were in raptures at my memory. Neither was my 
wit thought to be at allless extraordinary ; for I was suffered t(^ 
talk at random, and took care to put in my oar in the toost 
impertinent manner possible. O the pretty little dear ! exclaimed 
tny falhi'r, as if he had been fascinated. My mother made it»iip 
with kisses, and my grandfather’s old eyes overflowed. 1 played 
all sorts of dirty and indecent tricks before them with impunity 
every thing was excusable in so fine a boy : an angel could not 
do wrong. G-oing on in this manner, I was already m my twelfth 
year without ever having a master. It was high time ; but then 
ho was to teach me by fair means : he might threaten, but must 
not flog me. This arrangement did me but littfe good; for 
sometimes I laughed when my tutor scolded : at otlfw9*; I ran 
with tears in my eyes to my mother or my grandfather, an^c<»m- 
plained that he had used mo ill. The poor devil got nothing by 
denying it. My word w as always taken before his, and he caml* 
off with the character of a cruel rascal. One day I scratched 
myself with my own nails, and set up a howl as if I had been 
flogged. My mother ran, and turned the master out of doors, 
though he vowed and protested ho liad.nAver lifted a finger 
against mo. 

Thus did I get rid of all my tutors, till at last I met with one 
to my mind. He was a bachelor of Alcala. This was the 
master for a young man of fashion. Women, wine, and gaming, 
were his principal amusements. It was impossible fp be in better 
hands. He hit the right nail oni- the head: for he let me do 
what I pleased, and thus got into the good graces of thejjamily, 
w^ho abandoned me to his conduct. » They had no reason to repent. 
He perfected me betimes in the knowledge of the world. By 
dint of taking me about to all his haunts, he gave such a finish 
to my education, that barring literature and science, I became an 
universal scholar. As soon as he saw that I could go alone in the 
high road to ruin he went to qualify others for the same ioumey. 

During my childhood I luui lived at home just as I liked, and 
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A\x not sniBolently consider, that now I was beginning to be 
rlspopsible for my own actions. My father and mother were a 
standing j^t. ^ Yet they were themselres thrown intocouvulsious 
at my sallies and the more ridiculojis they were made by tlieA* 
the more waggish they thought me. In the mean time I* got 
into all manner of scrapes with some young fellows of rny own 
Kidney ; and, as our relations kept us rather too short of cash 
for the exigencies of so loose a life, we each of us made free with 
whatever we could lay our hands on in our own families. Find- 
ing this would not raise the supplies, we began to pick pockets 
in the streets at nif-lit. As ill luck would have it, our exploits 
came to the knowledge of tlie police. A warrant w'as out against 
us ; but some good-natured friend, thinking it a pity y^e should 
be nipped in the bud. gave us a caution. We took to our heels. 

^ and rose in our vocation to the rank of highwaymen. From that 
4:ime forth, gentlemen, with a blessing on my endeavours. 1 have 
gon6 on till 1 am almost the father of the profession, in spite of 
the dangers to which it is exposed. 

flere^the captain ended, and it came to the turn oP thl& Iftu- 
tenant. Gentlemen, extremes are said to meet ;-“and so it will 
• appear from a comparison of our commander’s education and 
mine. My father was a butcher at Toledo. He passed, with 
reason, for the greatest brute in the town, and my mother’s 
sweet disposition was not mended by the example. In my 
childhood, they whipped me in emulation of one another ; I came 
in fo x,, a tljousand lashes of a day! The slightest fault was 
IbllowJftip by the severest punishment. In vain did I beg for 
mft*cy with tears in my eyes, and protest that I was sorry for 
what I had done. They never excused mo, and nine times out 
^of ten flogged me for nothing. When I was under my father's 
lash, my mother, not thinking his arm stout enough, lent her 
assistance, instead of begging me off. The favours I received 
at their hands gave me such a disgust, that I quitted their house 
before I had completed my fourteenth year, took the Arragon 
road, and begged my way to Saragossa. There I associated with 
vagrants, who led a merry life enough. They taught m'j to 
counterfeit blindness and lameness, to dress up an artificial 
wound in each of my legs, and to adopt many otlior methods of 
imposing omilhe credulity of the charitable and humane. In the j 
morning, like actors at rehearsal, we cast our characters, and 
8eitle4)the business Ox^ the comedy. We had each our exits and 
our entrances ; till in the evening the curtain dropped, and we 
regaled at the expense of the dupes we had deluded in the day. 
Wearied however with the company of these wretches, and 
wishini^ to live in more worshipful society, I entered into partner- 
ship with a gang of sharpers. These fellows taught mo some 
good tricks: W Saragossa soon became too hot to hold us, after 
we had fallen out with a limb of the law, who had hitherto taken 



10 


GIL BLai^i 


us under his protection. We each of us provided for ourselvefl, 
and left the devil to take the hindmost. .For my part, I enlistdB 
in a brave and veteran regiment, which had seen aj^undauce of 
service on the king’s lughwav ; and I found myself so comfortable 
in their quarters, that 1 haa no desire to change my birth. So 
that you see, gentlemen. I was very much obliged to jpy relations 
for their bad behaviour ; for if they had treated me a littld more^ 
kindly, I might have been a blackguard butcher at this moment, 
instead of having the honour to be your lieutenant. 

Gentlemen,— interrupted a hopeful young freebooter who oat 
between the captain and the lieutenant, — the stories we have 
just heard are neither so complicated nor so curious as mine. I 
peeped ipto existence by means of a country-woman in the 
neighbourhood of Seville. Three weeks after she had set me 
down in this system, a nurse-child was offered her. You are to 
understand she was yet in her prime, comely in her person, an^ 
had a good breast of milk. The young suckling had noble Wood 
in him, and was an only son. My mother accepted the proposal 
i^ifii alllier heart, and went to fetch the child. It was entrusted 
to her care. Slie had no sooner brought it home, than, fancying 
a resemblance, she conceived the idea of substituting me for the, 
brat of liigh birth, in the hope of drawing a handsome commis- 
sion at some future time for this motherly office in behalf of her 
infant. My father, whose morals were on a level with those of 
clodhoppers in general, lent himself very willingly to the cheat : 
so that with only a change of clouts, the son of Dort^Rodrigo de 
Herrera was packed off’ in my name to another nurs^iiia my 
mother suckled her own and her master’s child at once ^ my 
little person. ^ 

They may sav what they will of instinct and the force of 
blood ! The little gentleman’s parents were very easily taken in. 
They had not the slightest suspicion of the trick ; and were 
eternally dandling me till 1 was seven years old. As it was their 
intention to make me a ff nished gentleman, th^ gave me masters 
of all kinds ; but I had very little taste for their lessons, and 
abo¥p all, 1 detested the sciences. I had at any time rather play 
with the servants or the stable boys, and w^as a complete kitchen 
genius. But tossing up for heads or tails was not my ruling 
passion. Before seventeen I had an itch for gettij^ drunk. I 
played the devil among the chaorbermaids ; buT my prime 
favourite was a kitchen girl, who had infinite merit in iny eyes. 
She was a great bloated horse-godrmother, whose good case and 
easy morals suited me exactly. 1 boarded her with so little 
circumspection that Don Rodrigo took notice of it. He took me 
to task pretty sharply ; twitted me with my low taste ; and, for 
fear the presence of my charmer should counteract his sage coun- 
sels, showed the goddess of my devotione the outside of thii 
doQr. 
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' Jliig proceeding was rather ofRnsive ; and I determined to be 
► even with him. I stole his wife's jewels ; and ravishing my 
Helen from^e laundress of her acquaintance, went off with hen, 
in open day, that the transaction zni^t lose nothing in point oi 
notoriety. But this was not all. 1 carried her among 8er 
ralationg, wl*re I married her according to the ritoa of the 
church, aa much from the ^rsonal motive of mortifying Herrera, 
as fi?om the patriotic enthusiasm of encouraging our young nobility 
to mend the breed. Three months after marriage, I heard that 
Don^Efedrigo had gone the way of aill flesh. The intelligence was ' 
not lost upon me. lAvas at Seville in a twinkling, to administer 
in due form and order to his effects ; but tlio tables were turned. 
My mother had paid the debt of nature, and in her last agonies 
had been so much off her guard as to confess the whole affair to 
^e curate of the village and other competent witnesses. Don 
Itodrigo's son had already taken my place, or rather his own. 
and hfi popularity was increased by the deficiency of mine ; so 
that as the tnimps were all out in that hand, and I had no par- 
ticulhr wi|h for the present my wife was likely to mak?me,'^^ 
joined issue with some desperate blades, with whom I began my 
tfading ventures. 

The young cut-purse having finished his story, another told 
us that he was the son of a merchant at Burgos ; that, in his 
youth, prompted more by piety than wit, he had taken the 
religious habit and professed in a very strict order, and that a 
few yeaj^ftfrwards he had apostatized. In short, the eight 
robbers tom their tale one after another, and when 1 had heard 
thenf aM, I did not w’onder that the destinies had brought them 
Ito^ether. The conversation now took a different turn. They 
f brought several schemes upon the carpet for the next campaign ; 
and after having laid down their plan of operations, rose from, 
table and went to bed. They lighted their night candles, and 
withdrew to their yartments. 1 attended Captain Eolandoto 
his. While I was nddling about him as he undressed : Well 1 
Gil Bias, said he, you see how we live I We are always meny ; 
hatred and envy have no footing here ; we have not the leait 
difference, but hang together just like monks. You are sure, 
my good lad, to lead a pleasant life here ; for I do not think you 
are fool enough to make any bones about consorting with gentle- 
men of the road. In what dSes ours differ from many a more 
reputably tr^e P DepAid on it, my friend, all men love two 
in their neighbour’s purefe, thougli only one in their own. 
Men's principles are all afike ; the only difference lies in the 
^ode of carrying them iito effect. Conquerors, for instance, 
^ake free with the territories of their neighbours. People of 
whion borrow, and do not pay. Bankers, treasurers, brokers^ 
^erks, and traders of %11 kinds,, wholesale and retail, give ample 
uber^-to their wants to overdraw on their consciences. I sliali 
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not mention the hangers-on of the law ; we all know how it goes-"!^ 
with them. At the same time it must be allowed that they have 
,^ore humanity than we have ; for as it is often o’^r vocation to 
take away the life of tho^nnocent for plunder, it is sometimes 
th?irs for fee and reward to save tlie guuty. 

Ch, VI . — The attempt of Gil Bias to escape, and Us success, 

Aftee the captain of the banditti had thus apologised for adopt* 
ing such a line of life, he Went to bed. For ray part, I returned 
to the hall, where I cleared the table, and set every tiiihg to 
rights. Then I went to the kitchen, w^MVe Domingo, the old 
negro, and dame Leonarda had been expecting me at supper. 
Though entirely without appetite, I had tne good manners to sit 
down with them. Not a morsel could I eat ; and, as I scarcely 
felt more miserable than I looked, this pair so justly formed 
meet by nature, undertook to give me a Tittle comfort. Why ilo 
you take on so, my good lad? said the old dowager : you^ought 
rather to bless your stars for your good luck. You are young, 
^and seem a little soft ; you would have a fine kettle fish^'^of H 
in the busy world. You might have fallen into bad hands, and 
then your morals would have been corrimtcd ; n^hereas here your 
innocence is insured to its full value. Dame Leonarda is in the 
right, put in the old negro gravely, the world is but a trouble- 
some place. Bo thankful, my friend, for being so early relieved 
from the dangers, the difficulties, and the afflictions of this miser- 
able life. * . 

I bore this prosing very quietly, because I should have got no 
good by putting myself in a passion about it. At length Do- 
mingo, after playing a good knife and fork, and getting gloriourfy * 
muddled, took himself off to the stable. Leonarda, by the 
glimmering of a lamp, shewed me the way to a vault wliich 
served as a last home to those of the corps who died a natural 
death. Here I stumbled upon something more like a grave than 
a bed. This is your room, said she. Your predecessor lay here 
as long as he was anioug us, and here he lies to this day. He 
suffered himself to be hurmed out of life in his prime: do not 
you be so foolish as to follow his example. With this kind ad- 
vice, she left me with the lamp for my companion and returned 
to the kitchen. I threw myself on the little be.^ not so much 
for rest as meditation. 0 heaven ! exclaimed I, was there ever 
a fate so dreadful as mine P It is deterlnined then tluM; I am to 
take my leave of daylight I Beside this, as if it was not enough 
to be buried alive at eighteen, my misery is to be aggravated by 
being in the service of a banditti j bypassing the day with high- 
waymen, and the night in a charnel-house. These reflections, 
^vhich seemed to me very dismal, and wore indeed no better than 
they seemed, set mo crying most bitterly? I could not conceive 
what cursed maggot my uncle had got in his head to send me t 
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fitelainancii ; repented running away from Cacabelos, and would 
have compunded for the torture. But, considerinir how vain it 
to shut^the door when the steed was stolen, I determined, 
instead ot Imenting the past, to hk upon some expedient foV 
making liy escape. What ! thought I, is it impossible to’ get 
gfff Th4 c\|t- throats are asleep; cooky and the black will be 
snoring e<e long. Why cannot 1, by the help of tliis lamp, find 
the passaji^e bv which I descended into these infernal regions F 
I am afraid indeed my strength is not equal to lifting the trap at 
the%]ltrance. However, let us see. faint heart never won fair 


lady. Despair willtJend me new force, and who knows but I 
may succeed P 

Thus was the train laid for a grand attempt. I got uw as soon 
as Leonarda and Domingo were likely to be asleep. With the 
lamp in my hand, I stole out of the vault, putting up my prayers 
"^to ail the spirits in paradise, and ten miles round. It was with 
no si&all difficulty that I threaded all the windings of this new 
labyrinth. At length I found myself at the stable door, and per- 
cemd thg passage w'hich was the object of my search. i\wnni); * 
on I made my way towards the trap with a light pair of heels 
and a beating heart : but, alas ! in the middle of my career I riui 
against a cursed iron grate locked fast, with bnrs so close as not 
to adroit a hand between them. I looked rather foolish at the 


occurrence of this new difficulty, which I had not been aware of 
at my entrance, because the grate was theri open. However, I 
tried >\^vftt,I could do by fumbling at the bars. Then for a peep 
at the Sljt ; or whether it could not bo forced ! When all at 
onc^my poor shoulders were saluted witli five or six good strokes 
^ a bull^ pizzle, I set up such a shrill alarum, that the den of 
CSlcus rang with it ; when looking round, who should it be but 
the old negro in his shirt, holding a dark lanthorn in one hand, 
and the instrument of my punishment in the other. Oh, ho ! 
quoth he, my mcrrjif little fellow, you wdll run away, will you ? 
Ko, no 1 you must not think to set your wits against mine, I 
heard you all the while. You thought you should find tlie grate 
open, did not you ? You may take it for granted, my frien^, 
that henceforth it will always oe shut. When we keep any one 
here against his will, he must be a cleverer fellow than you to 
make his e8cap3. 

In the mean time, at the howl I had set up, two or three of 
the robt^rs waked suddenly; and not knowing but the holy 
brotherhood might be falling upon them, they got up and called 
their comrades. Without the loss of a moment all were on the 
alert. Swords and carabines were put in requisition, and the 
whole posse advanced forward almost in a state of nature to the 
place where I was parleying with Domingo. But as soon as they 
learned the cause of the uproar, their alarm resolved itself into a 
peal of laughter. How now. Oil Bljs, said the apostate son oi 
^ ' c 2 
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the ehurch, you havw not been a good six hours with us, and m 
you tired of our company already P You must have a great ob- 
jection to retirement. Why, wiiat would you do ifoyou were a 
Carthusian friar P Get al^g with you, and go to bed. This 
tirneTyou shall get off with Uomingo’s discipline ; but if you are 
ever caught in a second attempt of the same kind, by Saint Barr, 
tliolomew! wo will flay you alive. With this hint he retired, 
and the rest of the party went back to their rooms. The old 
negro, taking credit to himself for his vigilance, returned to his 
stable ; and I found my way back to my charnel-house, wiiefe I 
passed the remainder of the night in weepin§ and wailing. 

Cii. Blag^ not being able to do what he likes^ does what he can. 

Foil the first few days, I thought I should have given up the 
ghost for very spite and vexation. Tlie lingering life I led was 
nearly akin to death itself; but in the end my good genius whis- 
pereef me to play the hypocrite. I aimed at looking a little more 
cii eerful ; began to laugh and sing, though it ivas sometimes on 
idewrbhg side of my mouth ; in a word, I put so good fl. facd'on 
the matter, that Lconarda and Domingo were completely taken 
in. They thought tlio bird was reconciled to his cage. The*^ 
robbers entertained the same notion. I looked as brisk as the 
beverage I poured out, and put in my oar whenever I thought I 
(‘Oiild say a good thing. My freedom, far from offending, was 
taken in good part. Gil Bias, quoth the captain one evening, 
while I was playing the buffoon, you have done w'eil, ^qj^iend, 
to banish melancholy. I am delighted with your wit and hu- 
mour. Some people wear a mask at first acquaintance had 
no notion what a jovial fellow you were. 

My praises now seemed to run from mouth to mouth. They 
were all so partial to me, tliat, not to miss my opportunity ; — 
Gentlemen, quoth I, allow me to tell you* a piece of my mind. 
Since I Imve been your guest, a new light brij^ks in upon me. I 
liave bid adieu to vulgar prejudices, and caught a ray at the 
fountain of your illumination. I feel that I was bom to be your' 
knight companion. I languish to make one among you, and will 
stand my chance of a lialter with the best. All the company 
cried Hear !— I was considered as a promising member or the 
senate. It was then determined unanimously to gVe me a trial 
in some inferior department ; after^t'ards to bespeak me a good 
desperate encounter in wliich I might sh6V my prowess? and if 
I answered expectation to give fee a high and responsible em- 
ployment in the commonwealth. 

it was necessary therefore to go oipexliibiting a copy of my 
countenance, and doing my best in my olfice of cup-bearer. I 
\\i\B impatieut beyond measure ; for I only aspired after the 
honours of the sitting, to obtain the liberty of going abroad with 
the rest ; and I was in hope? that by running the risk of getting 
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I jif neck ixito one noose I might get it out of another. Tliis was 
i Oiy only chance. The time nevertheless seemed long to wait, 
and I keptemy eye on Domingo, with the hope of outwitting 
him: but the thing was not feasiblp ; he was always on th^ 
watch. O^heus as leader of the baiuf, with a complete orchi«tra 
§f performeis as good as himself, could not have soothed the 
savage breast of this Cerberus. The truth is, by the by, that for 
fear of exciting his suspicion, I did not set mv wits against him 
so much as I might have done. He was on the look-out, and I 
vra^ obliged to play the prude, or my virtue miglit have come 
into disgrace. 1 tlwreforo stopped proceedings till the time of 
I my probation should expire, to which I looked forward with irn- 
patience, just as if I was waiting for a place under govemnmejit. 

Heaven be praised, in about six months I gained iny end. The 
^commandant Jiolando addressing his regiment, said : Comrades, 
we ^ust stand upon honour with Gil Bias. I have no bad 
opinion of our young candidate ; we shall make something of 
him. If you will take my advice, let him go and reap his j rst 
liart^est ^ith us to-morrow on the king’s liigliway. We 
him on in the path of honour. The robbers apnianded the senti- 
tnents of the captain with a tliunder of acclamation; and to 
shew' me how much I was considered as one of the gang, from 
that moment they dispensed wdtii my attendance at the side- 
hoard. Dame Leonarua w'as reinstated in the olDee from which 
she had been discharged to make room for me. They made me 
chang^mv d?ess, which consisted in a plain sliort cossack a good 
deal the" worse for wear, and tricked mo out in the spoils of u 
pentlefcan lately robbed. After this inauguration, I made my 
yrangements for my first campaign. 

Ch. VIII. — Gfl Bias goes out with the gang^ and performs an exploit on 
the highway. 

It was past midnight in tlic month of September, when I 
issued from the suoter ran eons abode as one of the fraternity I 
w'as armed, like tJiem, with a carabine, two pistols, a sword and 
a bayonet, and was mounted on a very good horse, the property 
of the gentleman in w hose costume I appeared, i nad lived so 
long like a mole under ground, that the day -break could not fail 
of dazzling : but ray eyes got reconciled to it by degrees. 

We passed close by Pontferrada, and were determined to lie 
in ambush behind a %mall wood skirting the road to Leon. 
There we were waiting for whatever fortune might please to 
throw in our way, w hen we espied a Dominican friar, mounted, 
contrary to the rubric of those pious fathers, on a shabby mule. 
Gk>d be praised, exclaimed the captain with a sneer, this is a 
noble beginning for Gil Bias. Let him go and trounce that 
monk: we will bear witness to his qualifications. Tlie con- 
noisseura were all of opinion that this commission suited piy 
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talent^ to a ttair, and exhorted me to do my best. Oentlemif^ 
quoth 1, you shall have no reason to ccmplain. I will strip this 
holy father to his birth-day suit, and give you complete right 
and title to his mule. TSg, no. said !E^lando, the beast would 
not Ibe worth its fodder : only bring us our reverend pastoris 
purse ; that is all we require. Hereupon I issued tern the wood 
and pushed up to the man of Ood, doing penance all the time in 
my own breast for the sin I was committing. I could have liked 
to have turned my back upon my fellows at that moment ; but 
most of them had the advantage of better horses than min^^ liad 
they seen me making off, they would have l^en at my heels, and 
would soon have caught me, or perhaps would have fired a 
volley, ft)r which I was not sufficiently case-hardened. I could 
not therefore venture on so perilous an alternative; so that 
claiming acquaintance with the reverend father, I asked to look ^ 
at his purse, and just put out the end of a pistol. He stqpped 
short to gaze upon me ; and, without seaming much frightened, 
said. My child, you are very young ; this is an early apprentuse* 
^Sifip'^tb^a bad trade. Father, replied I, bad as it is, I wish I Aad 
begun it sooner. What ! my son, rejoined the good friar, who 
did not understand the real meaning of what 1 said, how say^ 
you P What blindness ! give me leave to place before your eyes 
the unhappy condition. Come, come, father ! interrupted I with 
impatience, a truce to your morality, if you please. My business 
on the high road is not to hear sermons. Money m^kes my mare 
to go. Money! said he, with a look of surprise ;'^y£ii.. we a 
poor opinion of Spanish charity, if you think that people of my 
stamp nave any occasion for such trash upon their traveli^? Ijet 
me undeceive you. We are made welcome wherever we go, an^ 
pay for our board and lodgings by our prayers. Jn short, we 
carry no cash with us on the road ; but draw drafts upon Pro- 
vidence. That is all very well, replied I ; yet for fear your drafts 
should be dishono\ired, you take care to keep about you a little 
supply for present need. But come, father, let us mate an end : 
niy comrades in the wood are in a hurry ; so your money or 
jouv life. At these words, which I prouounced with a deter- 
mined air, the friar began to think tne business grew serious. 
Since needs must, said he, there is wherewithal to satisfy your 
craving. A word and a blow is the only rhetdrio with you 
gentlemen. As he said this, he dre^ a large leather^ purse from 
under his gown, and threw it on the groimd, 1 then told him 
he might make the best of his wty : and he did not wait for a 
second bidding, but stuck his heels into the mule, which, giving 
the lie to my opinion, for 1 thought it On a par with my uncle*8, 
set off at a good round pace. While he was riding for his life* 

I dismounted. The purse was none of the lightest. I mounted 
again, and got back to the wood, where those nice observers 
were waiting with impatience to congratulate me on my success. 
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IjDOuId hardly get my foot out of the stirrup, so eager were they 
to shake h^os with me^ Courage, Gil Bias, said Kolando ; you 
have done ironders, I have had my eyes on you during your 
whole performance, and have watched your countenance, i 
have no Wtation in predicting thdk you will become in time a * 
j^ery aocomi^ished hignwayman. The lieutenant and the rest 
chimed in with the prophecy, and assured me that I could not 
fail of fulfilling it hereafter. ♦ I thanked them for the elevated 
idea they had formed of my talents, and promised to do all in 
m/p8wer not to discredit their penetration. 

After they had l£#iBhed praises, the effect rather of their cp- 
dour of my merit, they took it into their heads to exiunine 
the bcK)ty I had brought under my convoy. Let us see, jaid they 
let us see how a friar’s purse is lined. It should be fat and 
flourishing, continued one of them, for these good fathers do not 
^ mortify the flesh when they travel. The captain untied the purse, 
opened it, and took out two or three handfuls of little copper 
coins, an Agnus-Dei here and there, and some scapularies. At 
si^t ofyo novel a prize, all the privates burst into aiii^mmo n 
derate nt of laughter. God be praised ! cried the lieutenant, we 
*are very much obliged to Gil Bias : liis first attack has produced 
a supply, very seasonable to our fraternity. One joke brought 
ou another. These rascals, especially the fellow w ho had retired 
from the church to our subterraneous hermitage, began to make 
themselves merry on the subject. They said a thousand good 
thingi^ suclFas shew’ed at once the sharpness of their wits, and 
the protfjgacy of their morals. I hey w^ero all on the broad grin 
exd^p# myself. It was impossible to be butt and marksman too. 
They ^aou of them shot their bolt at me, and the captain said : 
faith, Gil Bias, I would advise you as a friend not to set your 
wit a second time against the church ; the biter may bo bit ; for 
you must live some time longer among us, before you are a match 

for them. . , . 

<3h, IX. — A more serious incident. 

We lounged about the wood for the greater part of the day, 
without lighting on any traveller to pay toll for the friar. ^At 
length we were beginning to w^ear our homeward w^ay, as if con- 
fining the feats of the day to this laughable adventure, which 
fumShed a plentiful fund of conversation, when we got mtelh- 
genee of a carriage on the r8ad drawn by four mules. Th^ were 
cominAt a hard galWp, with three outriders, who seemed to be 
W’ell armed. Bolando ordered the troop to halt, and hold a coun- 
cil, the result of whose deliberations was to attack the enwy. 
We were regularly drawn up in battle array, and mawhed to 
meet the caravan. • In spite of the applause 1 had gamed m me 
wood, I felt an oozing sort of a tremor come over me, with 
in my reins and a chattering in my teeth that seemed to bode 
me no good. As it never rains but it pours, I was in the f|^n( 
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of tlie battle, liemmed in between the captain and the lieute* 
nant, who had given me that post of honour, that I might lose 
no time in learning to stand lire, llolando, obserWng ^e low 
*?bb of my animal spirits, looked askew at me, and muttered in 
a tone more resolute than^ courtly : Hark yel Gil Bias, look 
sharp about you ! 1 give you fair notice, that if you*^play the re . 
creant, I shall lodge a couple of bullets in jjpur brain. I believed 
him as firmly as my catechism, and thought it high time not to 
neglect the bint ; so that I was obliged to lay an embargo on the 
expression of my fears, and to think only of recommendifig 'iny 
soul to God in silence. ^ 

While all this was going on, the carriage and horsemen drew 
near, Xliey suspected what sort of gentry we w'ere ; and guess- 
ing our trade by our badge, stopped within gun-shot. They had 
carabines and pistols as well as ourselves. While they were pre- 
paring to give us a brisk reception, there jumped out of the 
coach a well-looking gentleman richly dressed. He mounted a 
led horse, and ^ut himself at the liead of his party. Though 
but four against nine, for the coachman kept-his seat 
on the box, they advanced towards us with a confidence calcu- 
• Inted to redouble my terror. Yet I did not forget, though trem- 
bling in every joint, to hold myself in readiness for a shot : but, 
to give a candid relation of the affair, I blihked and looked the 
other way in letting off my piece ; so that from the harmlessness 
of my fire, I was sure not to have murder to answer for in ano- 
ther world. 

I shall not give the particulars of the engagement'; though 
present, I was no eye-witness ; and ray fear, while it laid hold of 
my imagination, drew a veil over the anticipated horror of the 
sight. All I know about the matter is, that after a grand dis- 
charge of musquetry, I heard my companions hallooing Victory ! 
Victory ! as if their lungs w'ere made of leather. At this shout 
the terror which had made a forcible entry on my senses was 
ejected, and I belield the four liorsemcn stretched lifeless on the 
field of battle. On our side, we had only one man killed. Tliis 
wa^the renegade parson, who had no^v filled the measure of his 
apostasy, and paid for jesting with scapularies and such sacred 
things. The lieutenant received a sliglit wound in the arm ; but 
the bullet did little more than graze the skin. ^ 

Master Itolando was the first at the coach-door. Within was 
a lady of from four to five-and-twenty, be^tiful as an angel in 
his eyes, in spite of her sad condition. She had fainted during 
the conflict, and her swoon still continued. While he was fixed 
like a statue on her charms, the rest of us were in profound me- 
ditation on the plunder. Wo be^an by securing the horses of 
the defunct , for these animals, friglitened at the report of our 
pieces, had got to a little distance, after the loss of tneir riders, 
ror the mules, they had not w a hair, though the coachmaii 
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jumped from his box during tlie engngement to make his 
escape* We dismounted for the purpose of unharnessing and 
loading them trunks tied before and behind the car- 

riage. This settled, the captain ordered the lady, who liad nof 
yet recovered her faculties, to be set on horseback before the1>e8t 
younted of Jhe robbers ; then, leaving the carriage and the un- 
cased carcases bv the road side, wo carried off with us the lady, 
the mules, and the horses. 

Ch.^^— 7’As lady's treafwmt from the robbers. The event qf the great 
dggifjn^ conceived by Gil Bias. 

The night had another liour to run, when we arrived at our sub- 
terraneous mansion. The first thing we did was to leads^ur ca- 
valry to tlie stable, wliere we w^ere obliged to groom them our- 
selves, as the old negro liad been confined to his bed for three 
'days, with a violent fit of the gout, and an universal rheumatism. 
He hid no member supple but his tongue ; and that lie employed 
in testifying his indignation by the most horrible im pie^e s. 
Leading ^lis wreteli to curse and swear by himself, wo wW^rtT* 
the kitchen to look after the lady. So successful were our atten- 
tions, that we succeeded in recovering her from her fit. But 
when she had once more tlie use of her senses, and saw herself 
encompassed by strangers, she knew thoextentof her misfortune, • 
and sliuddered at the thought. All tluit grief and despair toge- 
ther could present, of images the most distressing, aupeared 
depict^ in lift* eyes, which she lifted up to h(*aven, as it in re- 
proach lor'^he indignities slie w as threatened w^ith. Then, giving 
waymt^nce to these dreadful apprehensions, she fell again into 
a sw’oon, her eyelids closed once more, and the robbers thought 
tlBit death was going to snatch from them tludr prey. The cap- 
tain, therefore, judging it more to the ])urpoBe to leave her to 
herself than to torment her w ith any more of their assistance, 
ordered her to be laid on Leonarda s bed, and at all events to let 
nature take its courSe. 

We went into the hall, where one of the robbers, w ho had been 
bred a surgeon, looked at the lieutenant’s arm and put a plaist^ 
to it. After this scientific operation, it was . thought expedient 
to examine the baggage. Some of the trunks were filled W’ith 
laces and linen^otluirs with various articles of w- earing apparel : 
but the last contained some bags of coin ; a circumstance highly 
approved^by the receivers-general of the estate. After this in- 
vestigation, the cook set out th9 side-board, laid the cloth, and 
served up supper. Our conversation ran first on the great vic- 
tory we had achieved. Ou this subject said Kolando, directing 
himself to me, Confess the trutli, (jil Bias : you cannot deny 
that you were devilishly frightened. I candidly admitti^d th(i' 
fact ; but promised to tight like a crusader, after my second or 
third campaign Hereupon all the company took my part, al* 
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leging the eharpness of the action in m j excuse, and that it was 
verv well for a novice, not yet accustomed to the smell of powder. 

,0 We next talked of the mules and horses just addei to our sub- 
terr|,neous stud. It was 4^termined to set off the next morning 
bef<^e day -break, and sell them at Mansilla, before there was 
any chance of our expedition having got wind. This resolution . 
taken, we finished our supper, and returned to the kitchen to pay 
our respects to the lady. We found her in the same condition. 
Nevertfieless, though the dregs of life seemed almost exhausted, 
some of these poacWs could not help casting a wicked Le* at 
her, and giving visible signs of a motion within them, which 
would have broken out into overt act, had not Eolando put a 
spoke. in their wheel, by representing that they ought at least to 
wait till the lady had got nd of her terrors and squeamishness, 
and could come in for Tier share of the amusement. Their res- 
pect for the captain operated as a chock to the incontinence of 
their passions. Nothing else could have saved the lady ; nor 
uNffQ^llA.death itself probably have secured her from violation. 

Again therefore did we leave this unhappy femsje to her 
. melancholy fate. Eolando contented himself with charging 
Leonarda to take care of her, and we all separated for the night. 
For my part, when I went to bed, instead of courting sleep, my 
* thoughts were w'liolly taken up with the lady’s misfortunes, i 
had no doubt of her being a woman of quality, and thought her 
lot on that account so much tlue more piteous. I could not 

I iaint to myself, without shuddering, the horrors whioh s waited 
ler ; and felt myself as sensibly affected by them, as if united to 
her by the ties of blood or friendship. At length, aftet^having j 
sufficiently bewailed her destiny, I mused on the means of pre- J 
serving her honour from its present danger, and myself from'^a 
longer abode in this dungeon. I considered that the old negro 
could not stir, and recollected that since his illness the cook had 
the key of the grate. That thought warmed^ my fancy, and gave 
birth to a project not to be hazarded lightly : the stages of itc 
execution were the following. 

€ I protended to have the cholic. A lad in the cholic cannot 
help whining and groaning ; but I went further, and cried out 
liAStily, as loud as my lungs would let me. Tliis roused my 
gentle friends, and brought them about me, to ':now what the 
deuce was the matter. I mformed them that I had a swingmg fit 
of the gripes, and to humour the idea, gnashed my t6<|th, made 
all manner of wry faces till I looked like a bedlamite, and twisted 
my limbs as if I had been going to be delivered of an heathen 
oracle. Then I became c^ all atwonce, as if my pains had 
abated. The next minute, I flounced up and down upon my bed, 
and threw my arms about at random. In a word, I played my 
part so well, that these more experienced performers, knowing 
as they were, suffered themselves to be thrown off their giuurf 
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aid to believd tbat my malady was real. All at once did they 
buiy themselves for my relief. One brought me a bottle of 
brandy, andHbrced me to gulp down half of it ; another, in spite 
of m;^ remonstrances, applied oil ct sweet almonds in a^veiy 
offensive manner : a third went and made a napkin burning hot, 
4o be clappid upon my stomach. In vain did I cry mercy ; 
they attriouted my noise to the violence of my disorder, and 
went on inflicting positive evil by way of remedy for that which 
wai^^tificial. At last, able to bear it no longer, I was obliged 
to sv^^ar that I was J^etter, and entreat them to give me quarter. 
They left off killing me with kindness, and I took care not to 
complain any more, for fear of experiencing their tendpr atten- 
tions a second time. • 

This scene lasted nearly three hours. After which the robbers, 
j^ealculating it to be near day-break, prepared for their journey to 
Mansilla. I was for getting up, as if I had set my heart on 
being of the party ; but that they would not allow. No, no, 
Gil^Blas, said Signor Kolando, stay here, my lad : yoiubdiolkb 
mayrettHii. You shall go with us another time; to-day you 
fre not in travelling condition. I did not think it prudent to 
urge my attendance too mucli, for fear of being taken at my 
word; but only affected great disappointment, with so natural 
an air, that they all went off* without the slightest misgiving of 
my design. After their departure, for which I had prayed most 
fervently, I ^id to myself : Now is your time, Gil Bias, to be 
&m gw resolved. Arm yourself with courage to go through 
with an enterprise so propitiously begun. Domingo is tied by 
I the legl and Leonarda may shew her teeth, but she cannot bite. 
Sounce down upon opportunity wliile it offers ; you may wait 
long enough for another. Thus did I spirit myself up in soliloquy. 
Having got out of bed, I laid hold of my sword and pistols ; arfd 
away I went to tlie kitchen. But before I made my appearance, 

1 stopped to hear What Leonarda was talking about to the fair 
incognita who was come to her senses, and on a view of her 
misfortune in its extremity, took on most desperately. That is 
right, my girl, said the old hag, cry your eyes out, sob av%y 
plentifuliy, you know the good effect of woman's tears. The 
sudden snocK was too muen for you : but the danger i^over, 
now the engines can play. Jour grief will abate by little and 
little, and you will get lyconciled to living with our gentlemen, who 
are rerf good sort of people^ You will be better off than a 
princess. You do not know how fond they will be of yon. 
rfot a day will pass withqpt your being obliged to some of tnem. 
Many a woman would give one of her eyes to be in your place. 

I did not allow Leonarda time to go on any longer with this 
babbling. In I went, and putting a pistol to her breast, insistAl 
with a menaoiog air on her delivering up the key of the grate. 
^ did not know what to xnake of my behaviour ; and, though < 
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almost in the last stage of life, had such a proi^nsity to lingef 
on the road, as not to venture on a refusal. With the key in 
hand, I directed the following speech to the distressed object 
or iijy compassion : Madarr, heaven sends you a deliverer in me; 
follow, and I will see you safe whithersoever you wish to be 
conducted. The lady was not deaf to my proposal^ which madf> ' 
such an impression on her grateful heart, that she jumped up 
with all the strength she had left, threw herself at my feet, and 
conjured me to save her honour. I raised her from the ground, 
and assured her she might rely on me. 1 ^en took som^^rbpes 
which were opportunely in the kitchen, ana with assistance 
tied Leonarda to the legs of a large table, protesting that I w ould 
kill lisrSf she only breathed a murmur. After tha.t, lighting a 
candle, I went with the incognita to the treasury, where I filled 
my pockets with pistoles, single and double, as full as they could^ 
hold. To encourage the lady not to bo scrupulous, I begged she 
would think herself at home, and make free with her own. With 
thus recruited, we went towards the stable, w^:^ere 
I raarclied in with my pistols cocked. I was of opipioii that the 
old blackamoor, for all his gout and rheumatism, would not let 
me saddle and bridle my horse peaceably, and my resolution was 
to put the finishing hand to all his ailments, if he took it into 
his head to play the churl : but, by good luck, he was at that 
moment in such pain, that I stole the steed without his perceiv- 
ing that the door w^as open. The lady in the mgan time was 
waiting for me. W© were not long in threading Ijje jussage 
leading to the outlet ; but reached the grate, opened it, and at 
last got to the trap. Much ado there was to lift it, which we 
could not have done, but for the new strength we borrowed from 
the hopes of our escape. 

Day was beginning to dawn, when we emerged from that abyss. 
Our first object was to get as far from it as possible. I jumped 
into the saddle : the lady got up beliind me, ^md taking the first 
path that ofiered, we soon galloped out of the forest. Coming 
to some cross-roads, we took our chance. •! trembled for fear of its 
leading to.M^sillai and our encountering Rolajado and his com- 
rades. Luckily my apprehensions were unfounded. We got to 
Astorga by two o’clock in the afternoon. The people looked at 
us as if they had never seen such a sight befofe, as a woman 
riding beliind a man. We alighteS at the first inn. I immedi- 
ately ordered a patridge and a young rafibitrto the spit.^ While 
my orders were m a train of execution, the lady was shewn to a 
room, W'here we began to scrape acquaintance with one another ; 
which we had not done on the road, oft account of the speed we 
made. She expressed a high sense of my services, and told me 
tiiat after so gentlemanly a- conduct, she could not allow herself 
to think one of the gang from whom I had rescued her. I 
tc4d her my story, to confirm her good opinion. By these 
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tnoana, T entitled myself to her confidence, and to the knowledge 
of her misfortunes, which she recounted to tlio following eflect. 

Ch. ^l.^TAe history of Donna Muncia de Mosqtiera, ^ 

] WAS born at Valladolid, and am called Donna Meneia^de 
Siiosquera. My father, Don Martin, after spending most of liis 
family estate in the service, was killed in Portugal at the liead 
of his regiment. He left me so little property, that I was a bad 
matcli, though an only daughter. I was not, however, without 
iny Sdftiircrs, iiotwitlistaiiding the mediocrity of iny fortune. 
Several of the most ebnsidiTahle cavaliers in Spain souglit me in 
marriage. My favourite was Don Alvar de .^1t‘llo. It is true 
he had a prettier person tlian his rivals ; but more solid (itialities 
determined mo in Ids favour. He had A^it. disendion, valour, 
•probity ; and in addition to all these, an air of fashion. AVas an 
entorti^inment to be (xivenH His taste was .oire to be displayed. 
If he appeart'd in the lists, he always lived the eyes of the 
beholders on his strength and dexierity. I singled him out from 
among allWlie rest, and married him. 

A few days after our nnjitials, he met Don Andr(‘w d ' Jlaesa, 
who bad been Ids rival, in a private plac<‘. ^I'lnq' attacked one 
another sword in hand, and Don Andrtnv fell. As lie was nephew 
to the corregidor of A'alladolid, a turbulent man. violently 
incensed against tlie liouse of Mello, Don Alvar tliougbt lieeonld 
not soon enonj;li make bis escape. He returned home sjXM'dily, 
and teikl ije wliat liad happened ^\ldle Ids bors(‘ was getting 
readv. My di'ar Afeneia, said he at lengtli, we must part You 
know tHe corregidor : let us not Hatter ourselves; be will hunt 
nv? even to deatli. You are unae(piainte<l with Ids inlluenec; 
this empire will be too hot to hold me. ife was so penetrated 
liyhisown grief and mine, as not to be able to artienlale further. 

I made him take some cash, and jew els : tlnm In* folded me in his 
arms, and we did i^itldng but ndnghi our siglis ami tears for a 
quarter of an hour. Jii a short time the horse was at the door. 
He tore himself from ine, and left mo in a condition not easil}^ to 
be expressed. It had been well if the excess of my alllictiqii 
had destroyed me! Ilow^nueh pain and trouble might 1 have 
escaped by death ! Some hours after Don Alvar was gone, tlie 
corregidor boeftne acquainted with his flight. He set up an hue 
and ery after him, sparing luf pains to get him into his power. 
My husSand, however, ’eluded his pursuit, and got into safe 
quarters ; so that the judge, filuling himself reduced to confine 
his vengeance to the poor satisfaction of confiscating, where he 
meant to execute, laboured to good purpose in his vocation, 
Don Alvar’s little property all went to tlie hammer. 

I remained in a very comfortless situation, w ith scarcely th<» 
means of subsistence. A' retired life w|w best suited to my cir- 
cumstances, w'ith a single female servant. I passed my hours in 
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lamenting, not an indigence, which I bore patiently, but |h6 , 
absence of a beloved husband, of whom I received no accounts. 
He had indeed pledged himself, in the melancho^ moments of 
^our parting, to be punctual in acquainting me with his destiny, 
to whatever part of the w^rld his evil star might conduct him. 
And yet seven years rolled on without my hearing^ of him. 
suspense respecting his fate afflicted me most deej^y. At lastT 
heard of his falling in battle, under the Portuguese banner, in the 
kingdom of Fez. A man newly returned from Africa brought 
mo the account, with the assurance that he had beep**' well 
acquainted with Don Alvar de Mcllo ; lia# served with him* in 
the army, and had seen him drop in tlio action. To this narra- 
tive ofi facts he added several collateral circumstances, which ^ 
left nfb no room to doubt of my husband’s premature death. 

About this time, Don Ambrosio Mesia Carrillo, Marquis de la 
Guardia, arrived at Valladolid. He was one of those elderly' 
noblemen who, with that good breeding acquired hf long 
experience in courts, throw their years into the back ground, anc 
* retain the faculty of making themselves agreeable tj> oui^sex. 
One day, he happened by accident to lu^ar the story of Don 
Alvar ; and, from the part I bore in it and the description of my 
person, there arose a desire of being better acq^uainted. To 
satisfy his curiosity, he made interest with one of my relations 
to invite me to her house. The gentleman was one of tlie party. 
This first interview made not the less impression on bis keart, 
for the traces of sorrow which were loo obvious ^ my counte- 
nance. He was touched by its melancholy and lan^ishing ex- 
pression, which gave liim a favourable forecast of my coi^stancy. 
llespect, rather than any warmer sentiment, might perhaps bo 
the mspirer of his wishes. For lie told me more than once wkaf a 
miracle of good faith he considered me, and my husband s fate 
as enviable in this respect, however lamentable in others. In a 
word, he was struck with me at first sight, and did not wait for a 
review of my pretensions, but at once to^ the resolution of 
making mo his wife. 

The intervention of my kinswoman was adopted as the means 
of inducing me to accept his proposal. She paid me a visit ; and 
in the course of couversation, pleaded, that as my husband had 
submitted to the decree of Providence in the kijtgdom of Fez, 
according to very credible account#, it was no longer rational to 
coop up my charms. I had shed tears enough over % man to 
whom 1 had been united but fo» a few moments as it were, and 
I ought to avail myself of the present offer, and had nothing to 
do but to step into happiness at oncew In furtherance of these 
arguments, she set forth the old marquis’s pedigree, his wealth, 
and high character : but m vain did her eloquence expatiate on 
his endowments, for I was not to be’moved. Kot that my mind 
nysgave me respecting Don Alvar's deatli ; nor that the appro* 
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hgnsion of his *sa(lden and unwelcome appearance hereafter, 
decked my incilinationg. My little liking?, or rather my extreme 
repugnance j;o a second marriage, after the sad issue of the first, 
was the sole obstacle opposed to my relation’s urgency. Neither 
was she disheartened : on the contrary, her zeal for Dou'Am- 
Jirosio resocted to endless stratagems. All my family were 
pressed into the old lord’s service. So beneficial a match was 
not to be trifled with! They were eternally besetting, dunning, 
and tormenting me. In fact, my despondency, which increased 
frofti^day to day, contributed not a little to my yieldiug. 

As there was no getting rid of him, I gave way to their eager 
suit, and w^as wedded to the Marquis de la Guiirdia. The day 
after the nuptials, we went to a very fine castle of his near 
Burgos, between Grajal and Eodillas. lie conceived a violent 
love for me : the desire of pleasing was visible in all Ins actions : 
the anticipation of my slenderest w ishes wms Ids earliest and his 
latest study. No husband ever regarded liis wife more tenderly, 
no lover could pour forth more devotion to his mistress. Nor 
woflld it^liavo been possible for me to steel my heart against a* 
return of passion, though our ages were so disproportioned, had 
’hot every soft sentiment been buried in Don Alvar’s grave. But 
the avenues of a constant heart arc barred against a second in- 
mate. The memory of my first Jiusband threw a damp on all 
the kind efforts of the second. Mere gratitude was a cold retri- 
bution for siicli tenderness ; but it was all I Imd to give. 

Sudi was Ay temper of mind, when, taking tlic air one day at 
a window^ in my apartment, I perceived a ])easant*looking man 
in the 45 ardon, viewing mo with fixed utteiilion. lie appeared 

bo a common labourer. The circumstance soon ptisseil out of 
my thoughts ; but the next day, having again taken my station 
at the window, I saw him on the self-same spot, and again found 
myself the object of his eager gaze. Tliis seemed strange ! 1 
looked at him in piy turn ; and. after an attentive serutiny, 
thought I could trace the features of the unhapny Don Alvar. 
This seeming visit from the tombs roused all the dormant agony 
of my soul, and extorted from me a piercing scream, ilapnily, 

I was then alone with Ines, who of all my w’ornen engaged the 
largest share of my confidence. I told her w hat surmise had 
80 agitated mw spirits. She only laughed at the idea, and took 
it for granted that a slight resemlilance had imposed on my 
fancy. •Take courage, 'madam, said she, and do not be afraid of 
seeing your first husband. , What likelihood is there of his being 
here in the disguise of a peasant? Is it even within tlie reach 
of credibility that he is-yet alive? However, I will go down 
into the garden, and talk with this rustic. I will answer for 
finding out who he is, and will return in all possible haste wit)i 
my intelligence. Ines ran on her errand like a lapwing ; hut 
•obn returned to my apartment with a face of mingled astonish- 
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ment and emotion. Madam, exclaimed slio, your coDjeciuro is 
but too well grounded ; it is indeed Don Alvar whom you have 
seen ; he made himself known at once, and pleadstfor a private 
interview, ^ 

A9 I had the moans of admitting Don Alvar instantaneously, 
by the absence of the Marquis at Burgos, I commissioned my 
waiting^maid to introduce him into my closet by a private stair- 
case, Well may you imagine the hurry and agitation of my 
spirits. How could I support the presence of a man, who ^nas 
entitled to overwhelm me wiih reproaches? I fainted ''at liis 
very foot-fall as he entered. They were a])Jut me in a moment ; 
— he as well as lues ; and when tliey had r(‘covercd me from my 
swoon, *0011 Alvar said — Madam, for heaven’s sake, compose 
yourself. My presence shall never be the cause of pain to you ; 
nor would I for the world expose you to the slightest anxiety. ^ 
I am no savage husband, come to account with you for a s^acred 
pledge ; nor do I impute to criminal motives the second contract 
^you have formed. 1 am well aware that it was owing to the im- 
portunity of your friends ; your ])ersecutions from thr^t quarter 
are not unknown to me. Besides, the n'port of my deatli was 
current in Valladolid ; and you had so mueh the more reason to 
give it credit, as no letter from me gave you any assurance to 
the contrary. In short, I am no stranger to your habits of life 
since our cruel separation ; and know that necessity, not light- 
ness of heart, has throvMi you into the arms Aji ! sir, inter- 

ru])tedl with sohs. v liy wWl you make excuses foryour^unv'orthy 
wife? She is guilty, siuec you survive. Why am I not still m 
the forlorn state, in which 1 languislied before my marriage with 
Don Ambrosio? Fatal nuptials !— alas ! l)ni for these, 1 should 
at least liave had the consolation in my wretchedness of seeing 
the object of my first vows again without a blush. 

My dear Meneia, replied Don Alvar, witli a look which 
marked how deeply lie Avas ])eiu*trate(l by mv,>(*outrition, 1 make 
no complaint of you; and far from upbraiding you with your 
present prosperiiy, as bea\en is my witness, 1 return it tlianks 
fog the favours it has sho\Acred on you. ISi nee the sad day of 
my departure from Valladolid, my oavu fate has ever been ad- 
verse. My life has been but a tissue of misfortune ; and, as a 
surcharge of evil destiny, I had no means of lc«<tiug you hear 
from me. Too secure in your afR'ction, I could neither think 
nor dream but of the condition to whicU my fatal lo\j might 
have reduced you. Donna Mentfia in tears was the lovely, but 
killing spectre that haunted me; of all my miseries, your dear 
idea was the most acute. Sometimes.^! own, I felt remorse for 
the transporting crime of having pleased you. I wished you had 
loiit an ear to the suit of some happier rival, since tlie preference 
with which you had honoured me was to fall so cruelly on your 
own head. To cut short my melancholy tale-rafter seven years 
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of sufil&ring, more enamoured than ever, I determined to see yon 
onfe again. Tho impulse was not to be resisted ; and the expi* 
ration of a l(jjig slavery having furnished me with the power of 
giving way to*it, I have been at Valladolid under this disguise « 
at the hazard of a discovery. There, f learned the whole stcupyT 
ijJ then came Jo this castle, and found the means of admission 
nfko the gardener’s service, who has engaged me as a labourer. 
Such was my stratagem to obtain this private interview. But 
do not suppose me capable of blasting, by my continuance here, 
the liap)inc8s of your future days. I love you better thtm my 
own liio; I have no cwsideration but for your repose ; and it is 
my purpose, after thus unburdening my heart, to finish in cxil(* 
the sacrifice of an existence, wldch has lost its value sijico no 
longer to be devoted to your service. • 

No, Don Alvar, no, exclaimed I at these words ; you shall 
.*over quit me a second lime. I will be the companion of your 
wandeAngs ; and death only shall divide us from this liour. 
Take my advice, replied he, live with Don Ambrosio ; unite not 
yourself with my miseries, but leave me to stand under tlunr 
undivided Vcight. These and other such entreaties he used ; 
iKit the more willing he seemed to sacrifice himself to my wel- 
fare, the less did 1 feel disposed to take advaTitago of his gene- 
rosity. When he saw me resolute in my determination to follow 
him, he all at once changed his tone ; and assuming an aspect of 
more satisfaction, Madam, said ho, since you still love Don Alvar 
well enough, t# prefer adversity with him before your present 
ease aiA afftuence, let us then take up our abode at Betancos, in 
, the interior of Galicia. There 1 have a safe retreat. Though 
|[ my misfortunes may liave stripped mo of all my efieets, they 
hate not alienated all my friends ; some arc yet faithful, and 
have furnished me witli the means of carrying you off. With 
their help I have hired a carriage at Zamora; have bought 
mules and horses, and am accompanied by pcrha])8 the three 
boldest of the Galicittns. They are arm{*d with carabines and 
pistols, waiting my orders at the village of Itodillas. Let us 
avail ourselves of Don Ambrosio’s absence. I will send the car- 
riage to the castle gate, and wc will set out without loss of time.* 

I consented. Don Alvar flew towards Kodillas, and shdfrtly 
returned with jus escort. My women, from the midst of whom 
I was carried on; not knowing^wliat to think of this violent pro- 
ceeding, made their cscipe in great terror. Ines only was in 
the secret; but she would not lii^ her fate with mine, on account 
of a love aflair with Don Ambrosio’s favourite man. 

I got into the carriage therefore with Don Alvar, taking 
nothing with me but my clothes and some jewels of my own 
before my second marriage ; for I could not think of appropri^ 
atiug any presents of the Marquis. We travelled in the direc-* 
tiou of Galicia, without knowing if we should be lucky enough 
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to reach it. We had reaaoa to fear Don Ambroslo’s pursuit on 
hia return, and that we should be overtaken by superior numK*rs. 
We went forward for two days without any alarm, and in the 
• hope of being equally fortunate the third, had got into a veiy 
ijlnet conversation. Don^Alvar was relating the melancholy ad- 
venture which had occasioned the rumour of his death, and how 
he recovered his freedom, after live years of slavery, when 
terday we met upon the Leon road the banditti you were with. 
He it was whom they killed with all his attendants, and it is for 
him the tears flow, which you see me shedding at this mc^nt. 

Ch. XII . — A disagreeable interruption, 

Donnil Mencta melted into tears as she finished this recital. 
I aJliJwed her to give a free passage to her sighs; I even wept 
myself for company, so natural is it to be interested for the 
aSiicted, and especially for a lovely female in distress. I wa# 
;just going to aslc her what she meant to do in the present con- 
]uncturc, and possibly she was going to consult me on the same 
subject if our conversation had not been interrupted; but we 
heard a great noise in the inn, which drew our attention whether 
we would or no. It was no less than the arrival of the corre^ig- 
dor, attended by two alguazils and their marshalmcn. They 
came into the room where we were. A young gentleman in their 
train came first up to mo, and began taking to pieces the diffe- 
rent articles of my dress. He had no occasion to examine them 
long. By saint James, exclaimed he, this is my identical doublet! 
It is the very thing, and as safely to be challenged : s nVy horse. 
You may commit this «park on my recognizance ; he is one of ^ 
the gang who have an undiscovered retreat in this couhrry. £ 
At this discourse, which gave me to understand my accuser 
to be the gentleman robbed, whose spoils to my confusion were 
exclusively my own, I was without a word to say for myself, 
looking one way and the other, and not knowing where to fix niy 
eyes. The corregidor, whose office was suspicion, set me down 
for the culprit ; and, presuming on the lady for an accomplice, 
ordered us into separate custody. This magistrate was none of 
your stern gallows -preaching fellows, he had a jocular epigram- 
mane sort of countenance. God knows if his heart lay m the 
right place for all that! As soon as I was conj^mitted, m came 
he with his nack. They knew t^eir trade, and oegan by search- 
ing me. What a forfeit to these lords ^pf the manor ! At every 
handful of pistoles, what little^eyes did I see them make ! The 
corregidor was absolutely out of his wits I It was the best 
stroke within the memory of justice I My pretty lad, said his 
worship with a softened tone, we only do our duty, but do not 
you tremble for your bones before the time : you will not be 
broken on the wheel if you do not deserve it. These blood- ’ 
Buckers were emptying my pockets all the time with their cursed 
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K later, and took from me what their betters of the shades below 
d the decency to leave— my uncle’s forty ducats. They stuck 
at nothing!* Their staunch fingers, with slow but certain scent, 
routed me out from top to toe ; they whisked mo round and ^ 
round, and stripped mo even to theVhame of modesty, foflear 
i^ome sneaking ^rtrait of the king should slink between my 
shirt and skin. When tliey could sift me no further, the corre- 
gidor thought it time to begin his examination. 1 told a plain 
tale. My deposition was taken down ; and the sequel was, that 
ho ffapried in his train liis bloodhounds, and my little property, 
leaving mo to toss without a rag upon a beggarly whispof straw. 

Oh the miseries of human life I groaned 1, when I found my- 
self in this merciless and solitary condition. Our adtentures 
here are whimsical, and out of all time and tune, Frftm my 
first outset from Oviedo, I had got into a pleasant round of 
'difficulties ; hardly had I worked mys df out of one danger, be- 
fore 1 soused into another. Coming into town here, liow could 
I expect the honour of the corregidor’s acquaintance F While 
thift consuming w'lth my own thoughts, 1 got once more into* 
the cursed doublet ami the rest of the paraphernalia which had 
^ot me into such a scrape ; then plucking uj) a little courage, 
never mind, Gil Bias, thought 1, do not be chicken-hearted. 
What is a prison above ground, after so brimstone a snuflle as 
thou hast liacl of the regions below F But, alas! I hallo before 
I am out of the wood ! I am in more ex))erienccd hands than 
those^f Leoftarda and Domingo. My key will not open this 
grate! flight well say so, for a prisoner without money is like 
a birdfv’ith its wings dipt ; one must be in full feather, to flutter 
out of distance from those gaol-birds. 

But wc left a partridge and a young rabbit on the spit ! How 
they got off 1 know not ; but my supper was a bit of sallow- 
complexioncd bread, with a pitcher of water to render it ame- 
nable to mastication ! and thus w’as I destined to bite the bridle 
in my dungeon. A fortnight w’as pretty well without seemg a 
soul but my keeper, who liad orders that 1 should want for no- 
thing in the bread ami water way ! Whenever h(5 made his 
appearance I was inclined to be sociable, and to parley a litflo 
to get rid of the blue devils ; but this majestic minister was 
' above reply, \m was mum ! lie scarcely trusted liis eyes but to 
see that I did not slip by him* On the sixteenth day, the corre- 
gidor stij^tted in to this tunc — ^You are a lucky fellow ! I have 
news for you. The lady is packed olf for Burgos. She came 
under my examination before her departure, and her answers 
went to your exculpationt You will be at large this very day if 
your carrier from Pegnaflor to Cacabelos agrees in the same tale. 

He is now in Astorga. 1 have sent for him, and expect blip 
here ; if he confirms the story of the torture, you are your own 
master. 
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At these words I was reac^ to jump out of my skin for joj. 
The business was settled 1 i thanked the magistrate for tne 
abridgment of justice with which he had deigned to favour me , 
at\d was getting to the fag end of my compliment, when the 
muleteer arrived, with an attendant before and behind. I knew 
the fellow’s face ; but he, having as a matter of course sold mj^ 
cloak-bag with the contents, from a deep-rooted affection to the 
money whicli the sale l}ad brought, swore lustily that he had no 
acquaintance with me, and had never seen me in the whole 
course of his life. Oh I you villain, exclaimed I, go dowP’ on 
your knees and own that you have sold n.y clothes. Prytliee, 
have some regard to truth ! Look in my face ; am not I one of 
those shallow young fellows wdiom you had the wit to threaten 
with the rack m the corporate town of Cacabelos ? The mule- 
teer turned upon hi a toe, and protested be had not tlie honour 
of ray acquaintance. As he persisted in his disavowal, I was re-' 
committed for further examination. Patience once mord! It 
was only reducing feasts and fasts to the level of bread and 
water, and regaling the only sense I had the means of using \»^itli 
the sight of my tongue-tied warden. But when I refh^cted how 
little innocence would avail to extricate me from the clutches 
tlic Jaw, the thought was death ; I panted for my subterraneous 
paradise. Take it for all in all, said I, there were fewer griev- 
ances than in this dungeon. I was hail fellow well mot with the 
banditti ! I bandied about ray jokes with the best of them, and 
lived on the sweet hope of an escape ; whereas tiny innocence 
here will only be a passport to the galleys. ^ 

Cii. XIII. — The lucky meam by which Gil Bias escaped from prison^ 
and his travels afterwards, •<> 

While I passed the hours in tickling my fancy M'ith my own 
gay thoughts, my adventures, word for word, as I had set my 
hand to them, were current about the town. The people wanted 
to make a show of me ! One after another, there they came, 
peeping in at a little window of my prison, not too capacious of 
ilaylight ; and when they had looked about them, off they went ! 
TJiis raree-show was a novelty. Since my commitment, there 
had not been a living creature at that window, which looked into 
a court where silence and horror kept guard. Tliis gave me to 
understand that I was become tke town talk, and I knew not 
whether to divine good or evil from the omen. 

One' of my first visitors was the little chorister of Mondognedo, 
who had a fellow-feeling with me for the rack, and an equally 
light pair of heels. I knew him at o^ce, and he had no qualms 
about ac‘kno\vl edging me as an acquaintance. We exchanged a 
kind greeting, then compared notes since our separation. I was 
obliged to relate my adventures in due form ami order. The 
diorister, on his part, told mo what had happened in the inn at 
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Cacabelos, between the muleteer and the bride, after we had 
talen to our heels in a panic. Then, with a friendly assurance 
at parting, Ijf promised to leave no stone unturned for my re* 
lease. His companions of mere curiosity testified their pity fot* 
my misfortune ; assuring me that tSiey would lend a hetptf!^ 
jjiand to the^ little chorister, and do their utmost to procure my 
^eedom. 


They were no worse tlian their word. The corropjidor was 
applied to in my favour, who, no longer doubtlul of my innocence, 
aboTic^ll when lie liad heard the chorister’s story, came three 
weeks afterwards inil my cell. Gil Was, said he, I never stand 
shilly-shally : begone, you are free ; you may lake yourself off 
whenever you please. But, tell me, if you were carried^ to the 
forest, could you not discover the subterraneous retreat ^ No* 
sir, replied I : as I only onten'd in the night, and made my es- 
cape before day-break, it would be impossible to fix upon the 
spot. • Thereupon the magistrate withdrew, assuring me that the 
gaoler should l)e ordered to give me free egress. In fa(*t, the 
verf next moment the turnkey came into my dungeon, followed 
by one of^liis outriding establishment, with a buiulle of clothes 
ander liis arm. They both of them strip])ed me with the utmost 
solemnity, and without uttering a single syllahhs of my doublet 
and breeches, which had the honour to be ninths of a bettermost 
cloth almost new ; then, liaving rigged me in an old froi'k, they 
shoved mo out of their hospitable mansion by the shoulders. 

The takingtl was in to sec myself so ill eipiippod, acted as a 
cooler* to f he usual transport of prisoners at recovering tlieir 
libenty, I was tempted to escape from the town ^^ith^)ut delay, 
tliat 1 miglit withdraw from tlic gaze of tlic ])eopl<% whose pry- 
iffg eyes 1 could not encounter but with pain. My gratitude 
however got the bet ter of my ditlidencc. I \u*nt to iliank tin* 
little chorister, to wliom 1 was so much obliged. He could not 
help chuckling when he saw me. That is your trim, is ilF said 
he. As far as I sec, you cannot complain that your (jase has not 
been sifted to the bottom, I have nothing to say ngainsl the 
laws of my country, re[)lied I ; they are as just as need l>e. I onJ^ 
w ish their olficers would take after tlnun ! They miglit hav(3 
spared me my suit of clothes ! J have paid for tliem over and 
over again. JL^m ouite of your mind, rejoined he; but they 
would tell you that these are Jiltle formalities of old standing, 
which capnot be dispensed with. What ! you are foolish enough 
to suppose, for instance, that yvur horse has been rtjstored to its 
rkclit owner? Not a word of it, if you please : the beast is at 
this present in the stables^f the register, where it has been im- 
pounded as a wdtncss to be brought into court : if the poor gen- 
tleman comes off with the crupper, he will be so much in pockety 
But let us change the subject. What is your plan ? Wliat do 
you mean to do with yourself? 1 have an inclination, said I, tp 
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take the road for Burgos. I may light on my rescued ladjr; 
will give me a little ready cash : I snail then buy a new short 
cassock, and betake myself to Salamanca, where 1 shall see what 
jjl can make of my Latin. All my trouble is, how to get to Bur- 
***&» k one must live on the'road. I understand you, replied he. 
Take my purse : it is rather thinly lined, to be sure ; but yojj, 
know a chorister’s dividends are not like a bishop’s. At the 
same time he drew it from his pouch, and inserted it between my 
hands with so good .a grace, that I could not do otherwise than 
accept it, for want of a better. I thanked him as though hfhad 
made me a present of a gold mine, and tenucred him a thousand 
promises of recompense, to be duly honoured and punctually paid 
at dooirA’s-day. With this I left him, and skulked out of the 
town/not paying my respects, to my otlier benefactors ; but 
giving them a thousand blessings from my heart. 

The little chorister had reason for speaking modestly of his' 
purse ; it was not orthodox. By good luck, I had been used for 
these two months to a very slender diet, arfd had still a little 
* small change left wlien I reached Ponte do Mula, not far from 
Burgos. I halted there to enquire after Donna Mencia. The 
hostess of the inn I nut up at was a little withered, spiteful; 
emaciated bit of mortality. I saw at a glance, by the mouths 
she made at me aside, that my frock did not hit her fancy ; and 
I thought it a proof of her taste. So I sat myself down at a 
table ; ate bread and cheese, and drank a few glasses of execra- 
ble wine, such as innkeepers technically call cassecequm. During 
this meal, which was of a piece with the outward appearance of 
the guest, 1 did my utmost to come to closer quarters whh my 
landlady. Did she know the Marquis de la Guardia ? Was his | 
castle far 6ut of town ? Above all, what was become of my lady 
marchioness P You ask many questions in a breath, replied she, 
bridling with disdain. But I got out of her, though by hard 
pumping, that Don Ambrosio’s castle was but a short league from 
Ponte de Mula. 

After 1 had done eating and drinking, as it was night, I thought 
it natural to go to bed, and asked for my room. A room for you ! 
shrieked my landlady, darting at mo a glance of contempt and 
pride ; I have no rooms for fellows who make their supper on a 
bit of cheese. All my beds ore bespoke. There Kiare people of 
fashion expected, and our accommodations are all kept for them. 
But I w ill not bo unchristian : you may lie in my bam, : I sup- 
pose your soft skin will not be incommoded by the feel of straw, 
oho spoke truth without knowing it. 1 took it all in silence, and 
slunk to my roosting-place, where I fc^U asleep like a man, the 
excess of whose labours are his ready passport to the blessings 
of repose* 
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I WAS no sluggard, but got up the next morning betimes. I paid 
my bill to tlft landlady, who was already stirring, and seemed a 
little less lofty and in better humour ^han the evening befor e * 
circumstance I attributed to the endeavours of three kind guffifos- 
%ien belonging to the holy brotherhood. These gentlemen hud 
slept in the inn ; they were evidently on a very intimate footing 
with the hostess : and doubtless it was for guests of such note 
thaj all the beds were bespoke. 

I enquired in the ^wn my way to the castle where I wanted 
to present myself, accident I made up to a man not unlike 
my landlord at Pegnaftor. He was not satisfied witli answering 
my question to the point ; but informed mo that Don .^ffiiBrosio 
had oeen dead tlirce weeks, and the marchioness his laoy had 
‘taken the resolution of retiring to a convent at Burgos, which ho 
namod. I proceeded immediately towards that town, instead of 
taking the road to the custle, as i had first meant to do, and flew 
at #nce to the place of Donna Mencia’s retreat. I besonght the 
attendani at the turning-box to tell that lady that a young man* 
^st discharged from prison at Astorga wanted to speak with her. 
The nun went on the message immediately. On her return, she 
showed mo into a parlour, wlierc I did not wait long before Don 
Ambrosio’s widow appeared at the grate in deep mourning. 

You are welcome, said the lady. Four days ago I wrote to a 
person at Astorga, to pay you a visit as from me, and to tell you 
to cc%ie i|nd sec me the moment you were released from prison. 

I had no doubt of your being discharged shortly ; what I told 
the eSrregidor in your exculpation was enough for that. An 
•nsvrer was brought that you had been set at liberty, but that 
no one knew what was become of you. I was afraid of not seeing 
you any more, and losing the pleasure of expressing my gratitude. 
Soever mind, added she, observing my confusion at making my 
appearance in so wretched a garb ; your dress is of very little 
consequence. After the important services you have rendered 
me, I should be the most ungrateful of my sex, if I were to do 
nothing for you in return. I undertake thiTcforo to better your 
condition : it is my duty, and the means are in my power. My 
fortune is large enough to pay my debt of obligation to you, 
without putting myself to inconvenience. 

You know, continued she^ my story up to the time when we 
both w?re committed* to prison. I will now tell you what has 
happened to me since. Wh^n the corregidor at Astorga had 
sent me to Burgos, after having heard from my own lips a faith- 
ful recital of my adventhres, I presented myself at the Castle of 
Ambrosio. My return thither excited extreme surprise: but 
they told me that it was too late ; the marquis, as if he haATqien 
thunderstruck at my flight, fell sick; and the physicians de^aired 
of hia recovery. Here w as a new incident in the melanchcly^ 
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tragedy of my fate. Yet I ordered my amval to be aimovinc^d. 
The next moment 1 ran into his cliamber, and threw myself on 
my knees by his bedside, with a face running down with tears 
* and an heart oppressed w ith the most lively sorrow. AVho sent 
you hither? said he as soon as he saw' me ; are you come to 
contemplate your own contrivance ? Was it not enough to haVjp' 
deprived me of life ? But was it necessary to satisfy your heart’s 
desire, to be an eye-witness of my death ? My lord, replied I, 
Ines must have told you that I lied with ray first husband ; and, 
had it not been for the sad accident w'hicli has taken hin?^ from 
me for ever, you never would have seen mif more. At the same 
time, I acquainted him that Don Alvar had been killed by a 
bandil’i’l, whose captive 1 had consequently been in a subterrane- 
ous dangeon. After relating the partieulars of rny story to the 
end, Don Amhrosio held out to me his hand. It is enough, said 
he aftectionately, I will make no more complaints. Alas ! Have' 
I in fact any right to reproach you? You w'cre throwm once 
more in the w'ay of a beloved husmind ; and gave me up to follow 
his fortunes : can I blame sutii an instance of your affection ? 
No, madam, it would have been vain to resist the will of fate. 
For that reason I gave orders not to pftrsuc you. In my rival 
himself I could not but respect the sacred rights with which he 
was invested, and even the impulse of your flight seemed to have 
been communicated by some superior power. To close all with 
an act of justice, and in the spirit of reconciliation, your return 
hither has re-cstablishcd you completely in my affcciion. . Yes, 
my dear Mencia, your presence fills me with joy ; bilt, alas ! I 
shall not long be sensible to it. I feel my last hour bo at 
hand. No sooner are you restored to me, than I must bid yo.n 
an eternal farewail. At these touching expressions, my tears 
flowed in torrents, I felt and expressed as much affliction as the 
liuraan heart is capable of containing. I question whether Don 
Alvar 8 death, doting on him as I did, had cost me more bitter 
lamentations. Don Ambrosio liad given way to no mistaken pre- 
sage of his death, wiiich happened on the following day ; and I 
remained mistress of a considerable jointure, settled on me at our 
marriage. But I shall take care to make no unw’^orthy use of it. 
The world shall not see me, young as I still am, w antoning in the 
armsof a third husband. Besides that such levity sco^tis irreconcile- 
able wdth the feelings of any but tlxe profligate of our sex, I will 
frankly own the relish of life to be extinct in me ; so that I mean 
to end my days in this convent, and to become a benefactress to it. 

Such w as Donna Mencia’s discourse about her future plans. 
She then drew* a purse from beneath her robe, and put it into 
my hands, with this address : Here are an hundred ducats simply 
to iqrnish out your wardrobe. That done, come and see me 
again I mean not to confine my gratitude w'ithin such narrow 
bounds. 1 returned her a thousand tlianks; and promised 
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goleraWy not to quit Bur^ifos, without taking leave of her. Hav* 

' in|f given this pledge, which I had every inclination to redeem, / 
I went to look out for some house of entertaiuinent. Entering ( 
the first I met with, I asked for a room. To parry the ill opinioijjl^ 
my frock might convey of my financef, I told the landlord timt, 
^wever app^ranees might be against me, I could pay for my 
mght’s lodging as well as a better dressed gentleman. At this 
speech, the landlord, whose name was Majuelo, a great banterer 
in a coarse way, running over me with his eyes from to[) to toe, 
answa^d with a cool, sarcastic grin, that tliere was no need of 
any such assurance : evident I should pay my way liberally, 

for he discovered something of nobility through my disguise, and 
had no doubt but I was a gentleman in very easy eireumstlftrft'cs. 

I saw plainly that the rascal was laughing at mo ; and, t^lop 
his humour before it became too convulsive, gave him a little 
.Asight into tlie state of my purse. 1 went so far as to count 
over niy ducats on a tabic before him, and })ereeived my coin to 
liave inclined him to a more rospecttiil judgment, f begged 
llie fllvour of him to send for a tailor. A broker onld be belt it, * 
said he ; he will bring all sorts of apparel, and you \\ ill be dressetl 
up out of hand. 1 approved of this advice, and detiTinined l(» 
follow it ; but, as the day was on the ])oint of (dosing, 1 put ofl’ 
my purchase till the morrow, and thought only of getting a good 
supper, to make; me amends for the misi^rable fare 1 had (aktm 
up with since my escape from the forest. 

Ck. X — C($l Bias dresses himself to more adrantaye^ and receives a second 
present from the lady. His equipaye on seltiny ont from Buryos. 

* 1 

'They served mo up a plentiful fricassee of shc’ep’s trotters, 
alAost the whole of which I demolish(*d. My drinking ke|)t 
pace with my eating : and when 1 could stuff no longer, J w(‘nt 
to bed. I lay comfortably enough, and was in hojies that a 
sound sleep would have the kindiu'ss without delay to commit a 
friendly invasion oii my senses. Jhit J could not close an eyc‘, 
tor ruminating on the arcss 1 should choose. What shall 1 do, 
thought IP Shall I follow my first planP Sliall 1 Imy a sJiort 
cassock, and go to Salamanca to set up for a tutor P Why shoulif 
I adopt the costume of a licentiate ? For the purjiose of going 
into orders P lip 1 feel an inward call? NoP If I have any 
(!all, it is quite the contrary ^\ay. I had rather W(‘ar a sword 
than an a^ron ; and puih my lortune in this world, before 1 
think of the next. • 

I made up my mind to take on myself the appearancjc of a 
gentleman. Waiting for tjie day with the greatent impatiemee, 
its first dawn no sooner greeted my eyes, than I got up. J made 
such an uproar in the inn, as to walce the most invelerfite sleen^ 
andcallecl the servants out of bed who returned rny salute wiA^ 
Toliey of curses. But they found themselves under a necessfljt:^^ 
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of stirring, and I let tlieni have no rest, till they had seni a 
broker. The gentleman soon made his appearance, followed bv 
Hwo lads, each lugging in a great bundle of gre^^n cloth. Jtfe 
I^costcd me very civilly, to the following effect : Honoured sir, 
y®® are an happy man to have been recommended to me rather 
than any one else. 1 do not mean to give my brethren an pi 
word: (Sod forbid I should offer the slightest injury to their 
reputation ! They have none to spare. But, between ourselves, 
there is not one of them that has any bowels ; they are more 
extortionate than the Israelites. There is not a brok''!- but 
myself, that has any moral sense. I keep* ‘within the bounds of 
a reasonable profit. I am satisfied with a pound in the penny ; — 
no, fiiy'i— that is wrong with a penny in the pound. Thanks to 
heaT'ijh, I get forward fair and softly in the world. 

The broker, after this preface, which 1, like a fool, took for 
chapter and verse, told his journeymen to undo their bundles*. 
They shewed me suits of every colour in the rainbow, and exposed 
to sale a great choice of plain cloths. These I threw aside with 
contempt, as thinking them too undrest j but they m;ide me try 
on one which fitted me as well as if I had been measured for it, 
and just hit my fancy, though it >va8 a little the worse for wear. 
It was a doublet witii slashed sleeves, with breeches and a cloak, 
the wliolo of blue velvet with gold embroidery. I felt a little 
hankering after this particular article, and attempted to beat 
down the price. Tlic oroker, who saw my inclination, told me I 
had a very correct taste. By all that is sacred exclaipied he, 
it is plain you are no youiiker. Take this with you ! * That dress 
was made for one of the first nobility in the kingdom, » ami has 
not been on his back three times. Look at the velvet ; feel jt : 
nothing can be richer or of a better colour ; and for the embroidery, 
come now ! tell truth : did you ever see better w'orkmanship? 
What is the price of it? said I. Only sixty ducats, replied he. 
I have refused the money, or else I am a liar. The alternative 
could not fail in one proposition or the other. I bid five and 
forty : two or three and twenty would have been nearer the mark. 
My worthy master, said the broker coolly, I never ask too much. 
I have but one price. But here, added ho, holding up the suits 
I had throw aside ; take tliesc : I can afford to sell them abetter 
bargain. All this only inflamed my eagerness t<Pbuy what I was 
cheapening ; and as I had no idee that he would have made any 
abatement, I paid him down sixty ducAts. When hi saw how 
easily a fool and his money were* parted, I verily believe that, in 
spite of the moral sense, he heartuy repented not having taken a 
hint from the extortionate Israelite. -But reconciling himself as 
^yell as he could to the small profit, to which he professed to 
,j 9 Lfine himself, of a pound upon a penny, he retreated with his 
iieymen. I was not suffered to forget that they must have 
tvhfething for their trouble. 
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{ hid now a cloak, a doublet, and a very decent pair of breeches. 
The rest of my wardrobe was to be thought of ; and this took up 
the whole morning. I bought some linen, a hat, silk stockings, | 
shoes, and a sword; and concluded b^ putting on my ipurchasea^L 
What pleasure was it to see myself so well accoutered f My fjres 
-^ere never sloyed, as it were, with the richness of .mv attire. 
Never did peacock look at his own plumage with less pliilosophy. 
On that very day, I paid a second visit to Donna Mencia, who re- 
ceived me with her usual aflability. She thanked me over again 
for th# service I had rendered her. On that subject, rapid was 
the interchange of compliments. Then, wishing everjr kind of 
success, she bade me farewell, and withdrew, without gi^m me 
anything but a ring worth thirty pistoles, which she begteu me 
to keep as a remembrance. ^ 

I looked very foolish with my ring ! T had reckoned on a much 
more considerable present. Thus, little satisfied with the lady’s 
bounty, I measured back my steps in a very musing attitmle : 
but js I entered the inn door, a man overtoot me, and throwing 
off his wrapping cloak, discovered a largo bag under his arm. 
^t the vision of the bag, apparently full of current coin, 1 stood 
gaping, as did most of tlio <*ompany present. The voice of angel 
or archangel could not have been sweeter, than wlien this mes- 
senger of earthly dross, laying the bag upon the table, said: 
Signor Gil Bias, the lady marchioness desires lier (;om])limcnt8. 

I bowed the bearer out, with an accumulation of fine speeches ; 
and, ft%800ji a? his back was turned, pounced upon tlu‘ hag, like a 
hawk upon its quarry, and boro it between my talons to my 
chanfbet. I untied it without loss of time, and the contents 
w^re ; — a thousand ducats ! The landlord, who had overheard 
the bearer, came in just as I liad done counting them, to knoiv 
what was in the bag. The sight of my riches displayed unoii a 
table, struck him in a veiy forcible manner. What the devil ! 
here is a sum of money ! oo, so ! you are the man ! pursued he 
with a waggish sort of leer, you know how to — tiekh? the — fancies 
of the ladies ! Four and twenty hours only have you lieen in 
Burgos, and marchionesses, I warrant you, have surrendered 


the nrst summons ! 

This discourse was not so much amiss. I was half inclined to 
leave Majuelo his error ; for it flattered my vanity. I do not 
wonder young feUows are fonA of passing for men of gallantry. 
But as yet the purity of*my morals was proof against the sugges- 
tions 01 my pride. I unaeceiv^jd my landlord, by telling him 
Donna Mencia's story, to which he listened very attentively. 
Afterwards I let him inte the state of my affairs ; and, as he 
seemed to take an interest in them, besought him to assistjEe 
-with his advice. He ruminated for some time ; then said witl^ 
serious air : Master Gil Bias, I have taken a liking to you 
since you are candid enough to open your heart tc me,l will*tc?i.. 
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you sincerely what I think would suit you best. You w^ro 
eyidently born for a court life ; I recommend you to go thither, 
♦and to get about the person of some considerable nobleman. But 
jjuake a noint either of getting at his secrets, or administering 
toliis pleasures ; unless you do that, it will be all lost time in 
his family. I know the great : they reckon nothing upon tl^* 
zeal and attachment of a real friend ; but only care for pimping 
sycophants. You have besides another string to your bow. 
You are young, with an attractive person : parts out of the 
question, for they are not at all times necessaiy, it is hardiir you 
cannot turn the liead of some rich widow, o^handsome wife with a 
brq^stick for her husband. Love may ruin men of fortune ; but 
it mSftes amends by feathering the nests of those who have none. 
My^'l^ote therefore is for Madrid : but you must not make your 
appearance there Without an establishment. There, as elsewhere, 
people judge by the outside ; and you will only be respected 
according to the figure you make. I will find you a servant, a 
tried domestic, a prudent lad ; in a word, a fellow of my own 
creation. Buy a couple of mules ; one for yourself,. the other 
for him : and set off as fast as you can. 

This counsel was too palatable to be refused. On the day 
following, I purchased two fine mules, and bargained w'ith my 
new servant. He w^as a young man of thirty, of a very simple 
aud godly appearance. He told me he was a native of Galicia, 
by name Ambrose de Lamela. Other servants arc selfish, and 
think they never can have w'ages enough. This icllow >\?«urcd 
Hie he was a man of’ few w'ants, and should be contented w’ith 
whatever I had the goodness to give him. I bought aa pair of 
boots, with a portmanteau to lock up my linen and my mon^y. 
Having settled with my landlord, I set out from Burgos the next 
morning before sun-rise, on my w^ay to Madrid. 

Ch. XVI . — Shewing that prosperity will slip through a marCs fingere. 

We slept at Duengnas the first night, and reached Valladolid on 
the following day, about four o’clock in the afternoon. We 
fJighted at tilt* inn of the most respectable appearance in the 
town. I left the care of the mules to my fellow^ and went up to 
a room whither I ordered my portmanteau to be carried by a 
waiter. As I felt a little weary, I threw myselfi^on a couch in 
my bootSt and fell asleep involuntarily. It was almost night 
when I awoke. I called for Ambrose. +He was not U be found 
in the house ; but made his appearance in a short time. I asked 
him where he had been ; he answered in his godly way, that he 
was just come from church, whither lia went for the purpose of 
tiianksgiving, by reason that we had been graciously preserved 
all perils and dangers between Burgos and Valladolid. I com- 
i%i4ded his piety ; and ordered a chicken to be roasted for supper. 

At the moment when I was giving this order, my landlord 
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fame itto my room with a light in his hand. That cursed candle 
ieri^d to introduce a lady, handsome but not young, and very 
richly attired. ^She leant upon an usher, none of the youngest, 
and a little blaokamoor was her tratn-bearer. 1 was under no 
small surprise when this fair incognit4 with a profound ohei- 
sauce, begged to know if my name might happen to be signor 
^ Bias of Santillane P I had no sooner blundered out yes, 
than she released her sweet hand from the custody of the usher, 
and embraced me with a transport of joy, of which I knew less 
and les( what to make. Heaven be praised, cried she, for all its 
mercies ! You are he^noble sir, the very man of whom I was 
in quest. By this introduction, I was reminded of my friend 
ihe parasite at Pegnaflor, and was on the point of suspectiftL iAe 
"ady to be no better than an honest woman should be : buCii^er 
finale gave me a much higher opinion of her. .1 am, continued 
tOfe, first cousin to Donna Mencia de Mosquera, whom you have 
so greatly befriended. It was but this morning I received a 
letter from her. She writes me word that having learnt your 
intention of going to Madrid, she wished mo to receive you hos- 
uitably on ^our journey, if you went this way. For these two 
ndurs nave I been parading the town. From inn to inn have I 
gone to inform myself what strangers were in the house } and I 
gathered from the landlord s description, that you M ere most 
likely to have been my cousin’s deliverer. Since tlien I have 
found you out, you shall know by experience ray gratitude to 
the frimids of ray family, and especially to my dear cousin’s hero. 
You will take up your abode, if you please, at my house. Youlr,, 
accommodations will be better. I wished to excuse myself; and' 
i told the lady that 1 could not be so troublesome : but her impor* 
tu£ties were more than a match for my modesty. A eann^e 
was waiting at the door of the inn to convey us. She spw my ^ 
portmanteau taken care of with her own eyes, because^ as she 
justly observed, there were a great many light-fingered gentry 
about Valladolid— to be sure there were a great many 
gered gentir about Valladolid, as she justly observed ! Ja short* 

I goUinto the carriage with her and the old usher, aodVl^^Sma 
myself to be carried off bodily from the ina, to thc.ma|alui«^ 
ance of the landlord, who saw himself thus weaned ^ 
little perquisitesthe had reckoned on from my abode UBm hi|K 

Our carnage, having relied cm some dist$iiei»,e4o^p^ We 
alighted at the door of a handscine house, and went up st^ 
into a well furnished apartment, illuminated by twenty or thirty 
wax candles. Several servants were in waitm^ of whom the 
. lady enquired whether Don Baphael was come. They answered, 
po. She then addressed herself to me : Signor Oil Bias, I 
Voting for my brother’s return from a^country seat of ours, 
two leagues distant. What an agreeable surprise will it be^^ 
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him to find a man under his roof to whom our family is ioiffael 
indebted I At the very moment she had finished this pretty^ 
speech, we heard a noise, and were informed at ihe same time 
tnat it was occasioned by the arrival of Don ^phael. This 
spark soon made his apjl^arance. He was a young man of portly 
figure and genteel manners. I am in ecstacy to see you b^a^ 
again, brother, said the lady ; you will assist me in doing fne 
honours to signor Gil Bias of Santillane. We can never do 
enough to shew our sense of his kindness to our kinswoman, 
Donna Mencia. Here, read this letter I have just :Qeceived. 
Don Baphael opened the envel^e, and fbad aloud as follows : 
“^^dear Camilla, Signor Gil Bias of Santillane, the saviour of 
my^nour and my life, has iust set out for court. He will o£ 
eomfse pass through Valladolid. I conjure you by our famil* 
connection, and still more by our indissoluble friendship, to give 
him an hospitable reception, and to detain him for some time /.b 
your guest. I flatter myself that you will so far oblige \ne, and 
that my deliverer will receive every kind of polite attention from 
yourself, and my cousin Don Eaphael. Your affectionate dousin, 
Bur(fos. Donna Mencia.** 

What ! cried Don Baphael, casting his eyes again over the 
letter, is it to this gentleman my kinswoman owes her honour 
and her life ? Then heaven be praised for this happy meeting. 
With this sort of language, he advanced towards me; and 
squeezing me tightly in liis arms : What joy to me is it, added 
he, to have the honour of seeing Signor Gil Bla# of Sai^illane ? 
My cousin the marchioness had no need to press th§ hospitality. 
Had she only told us simply that you were passing^ through 
Valladolid, that would have been enough. My sister Camilla 
and I shall be at no loss how to conduct ourselves towards a 


young gentleman, who has conferred an obligation, not to be re- 
paid, on her of all our family most tenderly beloved by us. I 
made the best answer I could to these speeches, which were fol- 
lowed by many others of the same kind, and interlarded with a 
thousand bowa and scrapes. But Lord bless me, he has his 
^boots on ! The servants were ordered in, to take them off* 

We next went into another room, where the cloth was lain. 
Down we sat at table, the brother, sister, and myself. They 
paid me an hundred compliments during supijpr. Not a word 
escaped me, but they magnified^t into an admirable hit ! It was 
impossible not to observe the assiduity with whicl%, they both 
helped me out of every dish. •Don Baphael often pledged me 
to Donna Mencia's health. I could not refuse the challenge ; 
and it looked a little as if Camilla, who was a very good com- 
panion, ogled at me with no questionable meaning. I even 
3mught I could perceive that she watched her opportunity, as 
mUie was afraid of being'detected by her brother. An oracle 
..^uld not have convinced me more firmly that the lady was 
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eagglti ; and 1 looked forward to a little delicate amusement 
^ from the discovery, during the short time I was to stay at Valla- i 
dolid. That J^ope was my tempter to comply with the request/ 
they made me, of condescending to pass a few days with them.i 
They thanked me kindly for indulmn J them with my company ; 

S id Camilla's restrainea, but yisible transport, confirmed me in 
e opinion that I was not altogether disagreeable in her eyes. 
Don Eaphael, finding I had made up my mind to be his guest 
for a few days, proposed to take me to his country house. The 
description of it was magnificent, and the round of amusements 
he meditated for me ^•as not to be described. At one time, said 
he, we will take the diversion of the chase, at another that of 
^ fishingj ; and whenever you have a mind for a saunter, ^e-Eave 
charming woods and gardens. In addition, wc shall have*aq:ree- 
uble society. I flatter myself you will not find the time hang 
^leavy on your hands. I accepted the invitation, and it was 
agreea that we should go to this fine country house llio following 
day. We rose from table with this pleasant scliemo in our 
mouths, ^on Saphael seemed in ecstacy. Signor Gril Bias, 
said he, embracing me, I leave you with my sister. I am going 
jlresently to give the necessary orders, and send invitations 
round to the families I wish to be of the party. With these 
words he sallied forth from the room where we were sitting, I 
went on chatting with the lady, whose topics of discourse did not 
bely the glances of her expressive* eyes. She took me by the 
handji^and p’iliying with my ring, You have a mighty pretty 
brilliant tliere, said she, but it is small. Are you a judge of 
jewelleiy P I answered, no ! I am sorry for that, resumed she, 
because I was in hopes you could have told mo what this is 
worth. As she uttered these words, she shewed me a large ruby 
on her finger ; and, while I was looking at it, said— An uncle of 
mine, who was governor of the Spanish settlements in the Philip- 
pine isles, gave me this ruby. The jewellers at Valladolid value 
It at three hundred pistoles. It cannot be worth less, said I, for 
it is evidently a very fine stone. Why then, since you have 
taken a fancy to it, replied she, an exchange is no robbery. In 
a twinkling she whisked off my ring, and placed her ow n on m'Jr 
little finger. After this exchange, a genteel way enough of 
making a prestnt, Camilla pressed my band and gazed at me 
with expressive tenderness ; ihen, all at once breaking off the 
conversa^on, wished me good night, and retired to hide her 
blushes, as if she had been rea^ to sink at the indiscreet avowal 
of her sentiments. 

No one hitherto had trod less in the paths of gallantry than 
myself! Yet I could not shut my eyes to the vista vision 
opened to me by this precipitate retreat. Under these circ iih- 
stances, a country excursion might have its charms. 
this flattering idea^ and intoxicated with the prosperous coii£H(?n 
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of my affairs, I locked myself into my bed-room, after bamt 
told my servant to call me betimes in the morning. Instead of 
I going to sleep, I gave myself up to the agreeable re|ections which 
my portmanteau, snug upon the table, and my inby excited in 
ray oreast. Heaven be praised, thought I, though misfortunes 
have been my lot, I am unfortunate no longer. A thousand 
iiicats here, a ring of tliree hundred pistoles value there ! I am 
In cash for a considerable time. Indeed Majuelo was no flat- 
terer, I see clearly. The ladies of Madrid will take fire like 
touchwood, since the green sticks of Valladolid are so inflam- 
mable. Then the kind regards of the geiftrous Camilla arrayed 
themselves in all their charms, and I tasted by anticipation the 
amhseiiients Don Raphael was preparing for me at his villa. In 
the .grfeanwhilc, amid so .many images pf pleasure, sleep was on 
the watch to strew his poppies on my coucli. As soon as I felt 
myself dro^^sy, I undressed and went to bed. e 

The next morning, when I awoke, I found it rather late. It 
was odd enough that ray servant did not make his appearance, 
after such particular orders. Ambrose, thought I to ipyself, my 
devout Ambrose is either at church, or abominably lazy this 
morning. But I soon let go this opinion of him to take up ^ 
worse ; for getting out of bed, and seeing no portmanteau, I sus- 
pected him to have stolen it during the night. To clear up my 
suspicions, I opened my chamber door, and called the religious 
rascal over and over again. An old man answered, saying — 
What is your pleasure, sir? All your folks lefltmy ho^e oe- 
fore day-break. Your house I How now ! exclaimed 1; am 
I not under Don llaphaers roof? I do not know th% gentle- 
man, said ho. You are in a ready furnished lodging, and I 
am the landlord. Yesterday evening, an hour before ydbr 
arrival, the lady M’ho supped with you came hither, and engaged 
this suite of apartments for a nobleman of high rank, travel- 
ling incognitOf as she called it. Sho paid me beforehand. I 
was now in the secret. It was plain enough v hat sort of people 
Camilla and Don Raphael were; and I conjectured that my 
gervant, having wormed liimself into a complete knowledge of 
niy concerns, had betrayed me to these impostors. Instead of 
blaming myself for this sad accident, and considering that it 
could never have happened but for my indiscretion in so unne- 
cessarily betraying my confidence to Majuelo, I gave bad lan- 
guage to the poor harmless dame fortuna, and cursed jfiy ill star 
iu a hundred different formularies. The master of the ready- 
furnished ^ edging, to whom I related the adventure, which per- 
haps was os much his as mine, shelved some little outward 
sensibility to my affliction. He lamented over me, and protested 
hoiwaa* deeply mortified that such a play should have been acted 
house; but I verily believe, notwithstanding bis line 
wpras, that he had an equal share in the cheat with mine hoal 
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•t Buskos, to whom I have never denied the merit of so in* 
genfbus an invention. 

CfiU XVII.— rAedmeafum GU Bias took after (he adveniure of (he ready 
furimhed lodginy^ * 

Afteb the first transports of ray grief were over, I began to 
edhsider. that instead of giving way to remorse, I ought rather 
to bear up against my ill fate. I summoned back my resolution! 
and by way of comfort, said to myself as I was dressing— I am 
still i%bick that the knaves have not carried oft’ my clothes and 
what liule money I hai in my pocket. I gave them some credit 
for being so considerate. They had even been generous enough 
to leave me my boots, which I parted with to the landlori for* a 
third of their cost. At last I sallied out of the ready -furnished 
lodging, imencumbered, heaven be praised, with baggage or 
h/tendance. The first thing I did was to go and see if my mules 
were stfll at the inn, where we alighted the evening belbre. It 
was not to be supposed that Ambrose would have neglected a 
due attention to them ; and it would have been well for me if I 
had always^aken such exact measure of his cliaracter. I learned 
that he had not waited for the morning, but had been careful to 
fetch them off* over-night. Under these circumstances, satisfied I 
should never see them again, any more than my portmanteau, I 
walked sulkily along the streets, musing on the future plans I 
should adopt. I was tempted to go back to Burgos, and once 
more l^ve recojjrse to Donna Mencia ; but, regarding this as aii 
abuse oi’ that lady’s goodness, and being aware, moreover, what 
a fool I should look like, I thought it best to forego that idea. I 
Jmade a vow too for the future to be on my guard against women. 

I cSuld have sent the chaste Susanna to the house of correction.^ 
Prom time to time my ring caught my eye, it was a nreseut from* 
Camilla ! and I was ready to burst with anguish. Alas ! thought 
I, I am no judge of jewellery, but I shall be, by experience of 
these hucksters who exchange without a robbery. I need not 
go to a jeweller to be told I am an ass ! I can see my own.face 
in my ruby. 

Yet I did not neglect to know the truth respecting the value* 
of my ring, and shewed it to a lapidary, who rated it at three 
ducats. At sucl^ an estimate, though as much as I expected, I 
made a formal surrender to the devil, of the Philippine isles, the 
governor ^d his niece ; jor rather, I only restorecl his own sub- 
jects to their lawful sovereign, ^s I was going out of the lapi- 
dary’s shop, a young fellow brushed by me, and on looking 
round, maae 4 full stop. could not recollect his name at first* 
though his features were perfectly familiar to me. How now, 

Gil Bias, said he, are you n^ined of an old acquaintance P or 
tave two years so altered the son of Nunez the barber, that 
do not know him P Do not you recollect Fabricio, your to writ* 
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man and schoolfellow P How often hare we kept, before iDoctor 
Godinez, upon universala and metaphysics ! ' 

These words did not flow so fast as my recollection, and we 
embraced with mutual good will. Well, my frieild, resumed he, 

I am overjoyed to meetTwith you. Words fall short But 

how is thisP Why you look like— as heaven is my judge, you 
are dressed like a grandee ! A gentleman’s sword, silk stockiilgs, 
a vclret doublet and cloak, embroidered with silver ! Plague 
take it ! this is getting on in the world with a vengeance. I will 
lay a wager you are in with some old monied harridaji^ You 
reckon without your host, said I, my *aflair8 are not so pros- 
perous as you imagine. That will not do for me, replied he, I 
\mo\f better things ; but you have a mind to be close. And 
that line ruby on your finger, master Gil Bias, whence comes 
that, if I may be so bold ? It comes, quoth I, from an infernal $ 
jade, mbricio, my dear Fabricio, far from being point, qiiii^t, 
and Quatorze with the ladies of Valladolid, you are to know, my 
friena, that I am their complete bubble. 

I uttered these last words so ruefully, that Fabricio saw 
plainly that some trick had been played upon me. Lie was anx- 
ious to learn why I was out of humour with the lovely sex. . J 
liad no difficulty in satisfying his curiosity ; but as the story was 
a long one, and besides we had no mind to part in a huny, we 
wont into a coffee-house to be a little more at ease. There I re- 
counted to him, during breakfast, all that had happened to me 
since my departure from Oviedo. My advent\»re8 he thought 
whimsical enough ; and testifying his sympathy ir my present 
uneasy ciroumstanees, added— -We must make the hest^ good 

lad, of all our misfortunes in this life. Is a man of parts in dis- 
, tress P he waits patiently for better luck. Such an one, as CLero' 
truly observes, never suffers himself to be humbled so low, as to 
forget that he is a man. For my own part, that is just my cha- 
racter ; in or out of favour there is no sinking me j I always float on 
the surface of ill-luck. For example, I was in love with a girl of 
some family at Oviedo, and was b»'loved by her in return. I asked 
her of her father in marriage, he refused. Many a young fellow 
would have died of grief ; but no ! mark my spirit, I carried off 
the little baggage. She was lively, heedless, and coquettish ; 
pleasure consequently was always uppermost \o the prejudice of 
duty. I took her with me for six months backwards and for- 
wards about Galicia ; thence, adopting my taste for travelling, 
she had a mind to go to Portugal, but in other company— more 
food for despair. Yet I did not give in under the weight of this 
new affliction ; but, improving on Menelaus, thought myself 
much obliged to the Paris who had whispered in the ear of my ' 
Helen, for ridding me of a bad bargain ; I therefore determined 
to keep the peace. After that, not finding it convenient to returu 
to the Asturias and balance accounts with justice, I went forward 
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int^ the kingdom of Leon, spending between one town and an- 
other all the loose cash remaining from the rape of my Indian 
princess ; for \ 9 e had both of us birdlimed our fingers at our depar- 
ture from Oviedo. I got to Palenciawi(^ a solitary ducat, out of ' 
which I was obliged to buy a pair of shoes. The remairfder 
i^uld not go far. My situation became rather perplexing. I 
began already to be reduced to short allowance ; something must 
be done. I resolved to go out to service. My first niace was 
with a woollen -draper in a largo way, whose son was a lad of wit 
and ft»hion ; here wi^ a eomplcte antidote to fasting, but then 
there was a little avvlt\vardncss. The lather ordered me to dog 
the son, the son begged my assistance in imposing on the fgthor : 
it was necessary to take one side or oilier. Entreaties sound 
more musical than commands, and my taste lor music got nie 
A ipned out of doors. Tlie next service I entered into mm with 
;%n old, painter, wdio undertook, as a matter of favour, to teach 
me the principles of his art ; but he was so busy in feeding nu^ 
Iwdth^nowledge, that he forgot to give me any meat. This neg- 
lect of substance for sliadow disgusted mo with my abode at 
Palencia. I came to Valladolid, whore, by tlie great(*st good 
luck in the world, I was hired by a governor of the hospital ; I 
am with him still, and delighted with my (iiiartcrs. My master, 
Signor Manuel Ordonnez, is a man of profound iiiety. lie always 
walks with his eyes east downwards, and a large rosary in liis 
hand. They say that from liis early youth, liaving been a <'lose 
inspeokir of thb poor, lu' has interested himself in their afiairs 
with unwearied zeal. Charity draws down a blessing on the 
charitable, everytliing has prospered willi liim. AVliat a favouriti^ 
ofjieaven ! The more he does for the poor, the richer he grows. 

As Fabricio was going on in this manner, 1 interruptea him. 
It is well you are satisfied with your lot ; but , between ourseix es. 
surely y-ou might play your part better in the world Donot^ 
you behove it, Gil Bla.s, replied ho ; be assured that for a man of 
my temper a more agreeable sitimtion could not possibly liaye 
been devised. The trade of a laenuey is toilsome, to be sure, for 
a poor creature ; but for a lad of spirit it is all enchantment. A* 
superior genius, when he gets a service, does not go alK)ut it like 
a lumpish simpleton, lie enters into a family as viceroy oyer 
the master, not an inferior minister, lie begins by measuring 
the length of his employer’s foot?; by lending himself to liis weak- 
nesses, he^gains his colYfidenee, and ends w ith leading him by 
the nose. Such has been my pla^ii of operation at the governor’s. 

I knew the pilgrim at once by his staff ; liis wisli was for an 
earthly canonization. I pretended to believe him to be the saint 
he wished to be taken for, hypocrisy costs nothing. IS ay, I went 
^ further, for I took pattern by him ; and playing the same part 
before him which he played before others, I oul-eozenedr the 
cozener, and by degrees got to be major domo, 1 am in hopes 
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•ome day or other, under hit wing, to have the fingering, of 
the poor*8-box. It may bring a blessing upon me as well as 
, another ; for I have caught the flame from him, ard already feel 
deeply for the interests of charity. 

Tuiese are fine hopes, my dear Fabricio, replied I ; and I con- 
gratulate you upon them. For my part, I am determined on my 
first plan. I shall straightway convert my embroidered suit into 
a cassock, repair to Salamanca, and there, enlisting under the 
banner of the university, fulfil the sacred duties of a tutor. A 
fine scheme ! exclaimed Fabricio, a ple^ant conceit ! ' What 
madness, at your age, to turn pedant ! Arc you aware, you 
stupiA fellow, what you take upon yourself by that choice P As 
soon <is you arc settled, all the house will be upon the watcli, 
your most trivial actions will be minutely sifted. You will lead 
a life oHincessant constraint ; you must set yourself ofi* with ^ '' 
counterfeit outside, and afiect to entertain a double set of the cai c 
dinal virtues in your bosom. You w’ill not have a moment to i 
bestow on pleasure. Tlie everlasting censor of your pupil, your 
days will pass in teaching grammar and administering saintly 
reprehension, when he shall say or do anything against decorum. 
After so much labour and confinement, what will be your reward P 
If the little gentleman is a pickle, they will lay all the blame on 
your bad management ; ancl you will be kicked out of the family, 
k may be without your stipend. Do not tell me then of a tutor’s 
employment ; it is worse than a cure of souls. But talk as much 
as you will about a la(;quey*8 occupation, that is^a sinecure, and 
pledges you to nothing. Suppose one’s master not to be imma- 
culate P A servant of superior genius will flatter his ^icos, and 
not unfrequently turn them to account. A footman lives at ^^s i 
ease in a good family. After having ate and drank his fall, 
he goes to bed peaceably, without troubling himself who pays 
the bills. 

I should never have done, my dear fellow, pursued he, were I 
to enumerate all the advantages of service. Trust me, Gil Bias, 
discard for ever your foolish wush of being a tutor, and follow my 
« example. So be it: but, Fabricio, replied I, governors like 
yours are not to be met with every day ; and if resolved to go 
to service, I should like at least to get a good situation. Oh ! 
you are in the right, said he, and that shall bo my concern. I 
will get you a comfortable plac:, if it was only to snatch a fine 
fellow from the jaws of the university. 

The near approach of poverty wuth which I was threatened^ 
and Fabricio’s apparent good case, having more weight with me 
than his arguments, I determined to wear a livery. On which 
we sallied forth from the tavern, and my townsman said : I am 
going to introduce you to a man, to whom most of the servants 
resbrt w’hen they are on the ramble ; he has eves-droppers about 
jiim to pick up aU that passes in families. He knows at once 
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where, the servants are going away, and keeps a cdirect register 
» nofonly of vacant places, but of vacant masters, with their good 
and bad properties. The fellow has been a friar in some con- 
vent or other.'' In short, he it was who got me my place. 

While we were conversing about so singular an olRce of intel- 
ligence, the son of Nunez the barber took mo into a street which 
hSd no thoroughfare. We went into a mean house, where we 
found a man about fifty writing at a table. We wished him 
good day* with quite as much humility as became us ; out, 
w lietUgf it was from natural pride, or that, from a habit of seeing 
none but lacqueys aii(^ coachmen, he had got a trick of receiving 
his company with an easy freedom, without rising from his seat, 
he just gave a slight nod. He seemed surnrised that a young 
man in embroidered velvet should want a 'place ; he had rhther 
*^xpected me to have wanted a servant. How ever, he was not kept 
ILfag in doubt, since Fabricio said at once : Signor Arias 8c Loii- 
Pona, give me leave to introduce one of my best friends. He is 
a youth of good connections, whom adverse circumstances have 
reduced to the necessity of going to service. Have the goodness 
to provide Tor him handsomely, and you may trust to his grati- 
tude. Gentlemen, replied Arias coolly, tliis is the w’ay with you 
all ; before you arc settled, you make tlie finest promises in the 
world: but afterwards, Lord help us ! your memories are very 
short. The deuce ! replied Fabricio, why you do not complain 
of me ? Have not I done the thing genteelly ? \ ou ought to 
have done it ij^uch better, rejoined Arias : your place is hotter 
than a clc?k in a public office, and you paid me as if I had 
quart^ed you upon a poor author. Here I interfered, and told 
^ Master Arias, that to convince him I was not a shabhy fellow', 
I vi'ould make my ucliiiowledgnients beforehand ; at tiic same 
time taking out two ducats, with an assurance of not stopping 
there if lie got me into a good birth. 

He seemed to like ray mode of dealing. There are, said he, 
some very good places vacant. I will give you a list of them, 
and you shall take your choice. With these words, he put on 
his spectacles, opened a register on the table, turned over a few 
of the leaves, and began reading to this effect : Captain Torbel-* 
lino wants a footman ; a liasty, hair-brained, hunioursomo chap ; 
scolds incessantly, swears, kicks his servants, and very often 
cripples them. Go on to the next, cried I, at this picture ; such 
a captain will never do ,ibr me. My sprightlinoss made Arias 
smile, and lie went on with his catalogue thus : Donna Mcnuela 
de Sandoval, a superannuated dow'ager, peevish and fantastical, 
is in want at this very tim^ ; she keeps but one, and him never 
for four and twenty hours. There has been a livery in the house 
for these ten years, which fits every new-comer, whether tall or 
short. They only just try it on ; so that it is as good a^cw, 
though it Ha* had two thousand owners. Doctor Alvar Fanes 
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wants ajonrieyman; an eminent member of the faculty! ^He 
lioards his family very handsomely, has everything comfortable 
about him, and gives very high wages ; but he is i\ little too fond 
of experiments. When he gets a parcel of bad drugs, which 
happens very often, thei\3 is a pretty quick succession of new 
servants. ^ 

Oh 1 1 do not in the least doubt it, interrupted Fabricio with 
a horse-laugh. Upon my word you give a fine character of your 
customers. Patience, said Arias deLondona; we have not yet 
got to the end : there is variety enough. Thereupon he cor ^inued 
to read on : Donna Alfonsa de Solis, an 61d devotee, who lives 
two thirds of her time at church, and always keeps her servant 
at 'hcr^ apron string, has been in want for these three weeks. The 
Licentiate Sedillo, an old prebendary of the chapter here, turned 

away his servant yesterday evening Halt there, Signor 

Arias de Londona, cried Fabricio at that passage ; we wjll stici^ 
to tlio church. The Licentiate SMillo is one of my master'^ 
friends, and I am very well acquainted with him. I know hei 
has for his housekeeper an old hypocrite, called Damp Jacintha, 
who is comjjlcte mistress of the family. It is one of the best 
houses in Valladolid. A very idle life, and plenty of excellent 
meat and drink. Pesides, liis reverence is an old, gouty, infirm 
man, liliely soon to make his will r there is a legacy to be looked 
after. That is a delightful prospect for one of our cloth ! Gil Bias, 
added he, turning round to me, let us lose no time, my friend, 
hut go immediately to the licentiate s house. S will int’’oduce 
you myself, and give you a character. At these woi-Us, for fear 
of missing such an opportunity, wp took a hasty leave of Signor 
Arias, who assured me, for my money, that if I failed here,^he 
would do something as good for me elsewhere. 


BOOK THE SECOND. 

I . — Fabricio introduces Gil Bias to the Licentiate Sidilb^ and pnh 
cures him a reception. The domestic economy of that clergyman. 
Picture of hh housekeeper, 

W$i were so dreadfully afraid of offending against the regular 
lioiirs of tlitf old licentiate, that we mi^de but a hop. skip, and 
jump, from the street with one oiitlet, to the prebendai residence, 
u'he gates were barred : but we ventured to announce our arrival. 
A girl of ten years old, the housekeeper’s professed niece, and 
slander could not gainsay the relationship, opened the door to 
us. As wo asked to speak with his reverence, Dame Jacintha 
made her appearance. She was a lady of ripe person and parts, 
but by no means past her prime ; and I was particularly attract^ 



INTEODUCED TO THE LICENTIATE SEDILLO. 55 

Djttlie clearness of her complexion. She wore \ long woolen 
gown of the most ordinary quality, with a large leathern girdle, 
whence hungmspended a bunch of keys on one side, and on tlie 
other a tremendous string of beads. As soon as we got a glimpse* 
of her, we made our obeisances with afl possible reverence. •She 
aetumed our salutation with similar good breeding, but with an 
air of modesty, and eyes communing w^ith the ground. 

I have been told, said my fellow servant, that the reverend the 
Licentiate Sedillo wants an honest lad, and I have one at his 
servft^ with whom lijjwill be well satislied. The superintendant 
of the household turned up her eyes at these words, witli a signi- 
ficant side glance at me ; and, finding it difficult to reconcile my 
laced jacket with Fabricio’s exordium, asked if it was fliis line 
gentleman who was come after the place. Yes, said tlie son of 
J ^unez, it is this interesting and engaging youth. Just as you 
iee him, the ups and downs of this transitory life have eompotled 
him to wear an epaulette : but fate will have made him amph‘ 
am%^ds, added he with an aflected languish, if he is so ]ia])py as to 
be an iunigte here, and to profit by the society of the virtuous 
J^acintha. The patriarch of the Indies might have sighed for the 
virtuous Jaeintlia at the head of his establisimiont. At those 
words, this withered branch of piety witlidrew her penetrating 
regards front me, to contemplate tliis courtooui spokesman. 
Struck with certain lines which were not new to her, m his face, 

1 have some fioating idea of having seen you before, said she ; 
but my njjjmA’y wants a lift. Holy JactinUia, replied Fabricio, 
it is enough for me to have been blessed with your pious notice. 
Twi(5e •have I been under this venerable roof with my master, 
Signor Manuel Ordonnez, governor of the hospital. Ah ! just. 
BO, answered the lady chamberlain, I recollect ! You are an old 
acquaiutanee. Well-a-day jjow ! Your very belonging to Signor 
Ordonnez is enough to prove you a youth of merit and strict 
propriety. A servant is known by his place, and tliis lad could 
not have a better sponsor. Come along with me ; J will intro- 
duce you to Signor Sedillo. I am sure he will be glad to engage 
a lad at your recommendation. 

We followed Dame Jacintha. The canon lived in the lo^r 
part of the house, in a comfortable suite of wainscoated apart- 
ments. She bbgfjed us to wait a moment in the anti-chamber, 
while she went uito the licentiate’s room. After §ome private 
parley ^ith him, merely that he might know what he was about, 
she came to tell us we might wdk in. We kenned the old cripple, 
immersed in an elbow chair, with a pillow under his head* 
cushions under his arms^iiand his legs supported on a large stool. 
Bluffed with down. We were no niggards of our bows as we 
advanced ; and Fabricio, still taking the lead, not only repeated 
over again what he had said to the housekeeper, but sek about 
extolling my merit, and expatiated in an especial manner on the 
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honours I had gained in the schools under Doctor Godinez onfall 
metaphysical questions : as if it was necessary for a prebendary*! 
footman to be as learned as his master. However ^that might be, 
it served as a tub to the whale. Besides, Dame Jacintha did 
not look forbidding, and ni'y surety received the following answer ; 
Friend, I receive into my service the lad you recommend. I }ike 
him well enough ; and as for his morals, the^ cannot be much 
amiss, since he presents himself under the wmg of a domestic 
belonging to Signor Ordonnez. 

. . A$,8oon as Fabricio saw me safe landed, he made a lo^’bow 
to the prebendary, a still lower to the lady,' and withdrew in high 
good humour, whispering in my ear that we should meet again, 
and th&t I had only to make good my footing. As sbon as he 
had left the room, the licentiate enquired my name, why I had 
left my native place ; and drew me on by his questions to relate 
my aaventures before Dame Jacintha. They were both bi^ly| 
amused, above all by my last rencounter. Camilla and Don’ 
Eaphael gave such play to their risible muscles, that I thought 
old chalkstone would have burst : for, as he laughed \^th all his ! 
might, so violent a cough laid hold of him, as went very near to 
have carried him off. His will was not made. What an aland 
for the housekeeper ! Trembling, distracted, off she flew to the 
good man’s succour, and just like a nurse with a puking child, 
paddled about his forehead and tapped him on the back. Luckily 
it was a false alarm ; the old gentleman left off coughing, and 
the housekeeper tormenting him. When it was c?ver, I w^ for 
going on witn my narrative ; but Dame Jacintha, im awe of a 
second fit, set herself against it. She therefore took me>with 
her out of the room to a w'ardrobc, where, among several suitj, i 
was that of my predecessor. This I was to take, and leave my 
own in i|s room, which I was not sorry to see laid up safe, in the 
hope it might be of further use. After this, we went together 
to get dinner ready, 

I know what I was about in the art of dressing meat. Dame 
Leonarda, with wliom I had served my time, might have passed for 
a Yerj decent plain cook ; but a mere turnspit to dame Jacintha. 
Ibe latter migiit almost have borne away the bell from the arch- 
bishop of Toledo’s man. She was mistress of every thing ; gravy 
soups, of the most delicious texture and relish ;-and, for made 
disnes, she could season them up, or soften them down to the 
most delicate or voluptuous palate. At dinner-time wa,retumed 
CO his reverence’s apartment. While I was arranging the grand 
concern close by his arm chair, the lady of all work crammed a 
napkin under the old boy’s chin, and pnned it behind his back. 
Without losing a moment, in marchca 1 with a stew, fit to be 
set before the first gourmand in Madrid, and two courses, to hare 
tickled the gills of a viceroy, only that Dame jacintha had touch* 
ed the spice-box with discretion, for fear of exasperaUng the 
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gwt. At the first glimpse of this goodly mess, my old master, 
wnom I conceived to have lost the use of his limbs, made me to 
understand tlmt his arms were exempted from the interdict. He 
availed himsey of their assistance, to get clear of his pillow and' 
cushiojis, and proceeded gaily to the fitack. His hand shook, 
to be sure ; but some how or other it contrived to do its duty. 
Se sent it backwards and forwards fast enough ; though it 
brought but half its cargo to the landing-place at a lading : the 
table-cloth and napkin took toll. I carried off the soup when he 
had dume, and brought in a partrid^je flanked by two roust quails, 
which j)ame Jacintha'cut up for him. Sho took care to make 
him take a good draught of wine, a little lowered at proper in- 
tervals, out of a large, deep, silver cup, which she held jo his 
mouth, as if he had been an infant, lie w inged the partridge, 
and came down slap-dasli upon all the rest of the dislu‘8. When 
jjse had^done cramming, that saint of the sauee-pan unpinned his 
liapkin, reinstated his pillow and cushions ; tiien, leaving him 
composed in his arm-chair to the enjoyment of his usual nap 
after dinner, we took away, and demolished the remainder with 
appetites \vorthy of our master. 

•The dinner of to-day w as the ordinary bill of fare. Our ca- 
non played the best knife and fork in the cha])ter. But the sup- 
per was a mere baiible ; seldom more than a eliicken and a little 
confectionary. 1 larded my inside in this house, and led a good 
easy life. There was but one awkward circumstance ; and that 
was siy^ing u]) with iny muster, to save the expense of a nurse. 
Besides a ^angury, whicli kept him on the liclgct ten times in 
an hour, he w as very much given to perspire ; and in that event, 

I shifted him. Gil Bias, said he, on the sccorul night, you are 
aniictive, clever fellow ; I foresee tlmt w e shall jog on very well 
together. I only just give you a hint to keep in with Dame Ja- 
eintha ; the girl has been about me for these liftecn years, and 
manages all my little matters ; she comforts my outw ard man, 
and I cannot do too much for her. For that reason, you are to 
know, that she is more to me tlian all my fanuly. There is my 
nephew, my own sister's son ; wliy I have turned him out of, 
doors, only to please her. He had no regard for the poor lass : 
and so far from giving her credit for all her little assiduities, the 
saucy rascal sw^oiv she did not care a farthing for me ! But 
now-a-days, young people think^virtue and gratitude all a farce. 
Heaven bo gpraised, I ank rid of the varlet. What claim has 
blood, in comparison with unquestionable attachment? I am 
influenced by a give-and-take principle in my connections. You 
are right, sir, replied I ; gratitude ought to bo the first *thing, 
and natural affection the last. Ay ! resumed he ; and my will 
shall be a comment on that text. My housekeeper shall he resi* 
(luary legatee ; and you shall have a comer in a codicil, if ^ou 
go on as well as you have begun. The footman 1 turned off yea* 





On. II. — Th9 eanoWi iUMSs: Aw tr$ulmint ; the eome^uence; the 
legacy to Gil Blag, 

I STAID three Sionths with the Licentiate Sedillo, without com- • 
pl^aining of bad nights. At the end of that time he fell aick. 
The distemper was a fever ; and it inflamed the gout. For the 
fifbt time* in his life, which had been long, he called in a physi- 
cian. Doctor Sangrado was sent for; the Hippocrates of Valla- 
dolid. Dame^J^intha was for sending for.ihe Jawy^^^firatt and 
touchid that flitring ; but the patient thought it wastm^^ougli, 
and had a little wul ofthis awn upon some noints. Aynif^l went 
therefore for Doctor Sangrado ; and brougnt him with a»e. A 
tall, withered, wan executioner of the sisters three, who had done 
.alltheir justice for at least these forty years ! Thisleamadfoi^erun- 
juer of the undertaker had an aspect suited to his office : hil words 
^;ere weighed to a scruple ; and his jargon sounded grand in the 
[!‘ars of^the uninitiated. IIis arguments were mathematical de- 
'monstrations : and his opinions had the merit of originality. 

After studying my master’s symptoms, lie began with medical 
solemnity. ® The question here is, to remedy an obstructed per- 
smration. Ordinary practitioners, in this ease, would follow the 
old routine of salines, diuretics, volatile salts, sulphur and mer- 
cury ; but purges and sudorifics are a deadly prardice ! Chemi- 
cal preparations are edged tools in the hands of tl»e ignorant. 
My methods are more simple, and more etlieacious. What is 
your usual diet^ I live pretty much upon soups, replied the 
?anon,*and«at mv meat with a good deal of gravy. Soups and 
gravy J exclaimed the petrified doctor. Upon my word, it is no 
wonder you are ill. High living is a poisoned bait ; a trap set 
by^ensuality, to cut short the days of wretched man. We must 
liave done wdth pampering our appetites : the more insipid, the 
more wholesome. The human blood is not a gravy ! Why then 
you must give it such a nourishment, as will assimilate with 
the particles of w^hich it is composed. You drink wine, I war- 
rant you^P Yes, said the licentiate, but diluted. Oh ! finely 
diluted, I dare say, rejoined the physician. This is licentious- 
ness with a vengeance ! A frightful course of feeding ! Wh/ 
you ought to have died years ago. How old are you P I am in 
my sixty-ninth year, replied ilie canon. So I thought, quotli 
the practitioner, a premature oljl ago is alwrays the consequence 
of intempej^ance. If yon had only drank clear water all your 
life, and had been contented with plain food, boiled apples for 
instance, you would not have been a martyr to the gout, and your 
limbs would have perfonnqd their functions with lubricity. But 
I do not despair of setting you on your legs again, provided you 
gire yourself up to my management. The licentiate promised 
to be upon his good behaviour. ^ • 

Sangrado then sent me for i surgeon of his ciyn choosing, and 
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took from liim six ^ood« porringers of blood, W way of a begin 
ning, to remedy this obstinate obstruction, Efe then said to the < 
surgeon ; Master Martin Onez, you will take as n^jich more three 
• hours hence, and to-morrow you will repeat the operation. It is 
a mere vulgar error, thatf the blood is of any use in the system ; 
the faster you draw it off, the better. A patient has nothing to 
do but to Keep himself quiet ; with him, to live is merely not to 
die ; he has no more occasion for blood than a man in a trance ; 
in both cases, life consists exclusively in pulsation and respira- 
tion. When the doctor had ordered these frequent and ^tpious 
bleedings, he added a drench of warnf watir at very short inter- 
vi^ls, qiaintaining that water in sufficient quantities was the grand 
secret in the materia medica. He then took his leave, telling 
Dame Jacintlia and me with an air of confidence, that ho wouldjg^ • 
answ-er for the patient’s life, if his system was fairly pursued^ ' 
The housekeeper, though protesting secretly against tqis ne>jr 
practice, bowed to his superior authority. In fact, we set on the|l 
kettles in a hurry ; and, as the physician had desired us jbove^ 
all things to give him enough, we began with pouring down two 
or three pints at as many gulps. An liour after, we beset him 
again ; then, returning to the attack time after time, we fairly 
poured a deluge into his poor stomach. The surgeon, on the 
other hand, taking out the blood as we put in the water, we re- 
duced the old canon to death’s door, in less than two days. 

This venerable ecclesiastic, able to hold it out no longer, as I 

e ed him in a large glass of his new cordial, oeaid to me in a 
roiec-^IIold, G-ii Bias, do not give me any moref my friend. 

It is plain death wdll come when he will come, in spite of ?vater ; 
and, though I have hardly a drop of blood in my veins, I am no J 
better for getting rid of the enemy. The ablest physician in the 
world can do notliing for us, when our time is expired. Fetch a 
notary ; I will make my will. At these last words, pleasing enough 
to my fancy, I alFected to appear unhappy ; and concealing my 
impatience to be gone : Sir, said I, you are not reduced so low, 
thank God, but you may yet recover. No, no, interrupted he, my 
^ood fellow, it is all over. I feci the gout shifting, and the ha^ 
of death is upon me. Make haste, and go where I told you. I 
saw, sure enough, that he changed every moment : and the case 
was so urgent, that I ran as fast as I could, leading him in Dame 
Jacintlia’s care, who was more ^fraid than mysefi' of his dying 
without a will. I laid hold of the firsUuotary I coul^ find ; Sir, 
said 1, the Licentiate Sedillo, my master, is drawing near his end ; 
he wants to settle his affairs ; there is not a moment to be lost. 


The notary was a dapper little fellov> who loved his joke ; and 
enquired who was our physician. At the name of Doctor Sangrado, 
hurrying on his cloak and hat : For mercy *8 saJee 1 criedhe, let us > 
set off with all possible speed ; for this doctor dispatches business 
so fast, that ouWraternity cannot keep pace with him. That 
fellow spoils half my jobs. 
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I With this sarcasiDy he set forvt'ard in good earnest, and, as we 
L puttied on, to get the start of the grim tyrant, I said to him : 
Sir, you are aware that a dying testator’s memory is sometimes 
a little short ; should my master chance to forget me, bo so good * 
as to put in a word in my favour. THkt I will, my lad, replied 
the little proctor ; you may rely on it. I will urge something 
handsome, if I have an opportunity. The licentiate, on our 
arrival, had still all his faculties about him. Dame Jacintha was 
by his bedside, laying in her tears by wholesale. She had played 
her gajpe, and bespoken a handsome remembrance. We left’tho 
notary alone with my%na8ter, and went togelher into the anti- 
chamber, where we met the surgeon, sent by the })hysici^n for 
another and a last experiment. We laid hold of hini. Stop, 
Master Martin, said the housekeeper, you cannot go into iSignor 
jSedillo’s room just now. He is giving his last orders ; but you 
bleed away when the will is made. 

^ We were terribly afraid, this pious gentlewoman nnd I, lest 
the licentiate should go off with his will half finisj^ed ; but by 
goodluck, the imj)ortant deed was executed. We saw the j>ro(> 
tor come oilt, who finding me on the watch, 8laj)ped me on the 
sltoulder, and said with a simper : Gil Dias is not forgotbm. At 
these words, I felt (he most lively joy ; and was so well pleased 
with my master for his kind notice, that 1 jmmiised myself the 
pleasure of praying for his soul after death, which event happened 
anon j for tlie surgeon having bled him once more, the poor old 
man, <jiiite exhcjipted, gave up the gliost under the lancet. Just 
as he w'as breathing his last, tlui physician made his appearance, 
and lopked a little foolish, notwithstanding the universality of 
his death-bed experience. Yet, far from imputing the accident 
to *1110 new practice, he walked ofl*, aflirming with intnuiidity, 
that it was owing to their having been too lenient with the lancet, 
and too chary of their warm water. The medical executioner, 1 
mtnn the surgeon, seeing that his functions also were at an end, 
followed Doctor Sangrado. 

Am soon as we saw the breath* out of our patron’s body, Dame 
J|^intha, Inesilla, and myself, joined in a de<*-ent chorus of funeral ^ 
lamentation, loud enough to produce a proper effect in the neigh-’ 
bourhood. The emblem of a life to come, though she had more 
reason than any.|of us to rejoice, took the soprano part, and 
screamed out her afflictions m^a most pathetic manner. The 
room in ai\ instant w as «rowded with people, attracted less by 
compassion than curiosity. Tho relations of the deceased no 
sooner got wind of his departure than they pounced down upon 
the premises, and sealed up, everything. From the housekeeper’s 
distress, they thought there was no will ; but they soon found 
their mistake, and tliat there was one without a flaw. When it 
wu opened, and they learned the disposition of the testator’s 
principal prepay, in favour of Dame Jacintha and the little girl, 
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they pronounced hi« funeral oration in terms not a little dis- 
paraging to his memory. They gave a broad apostrophe at'the 
same time to the godly legatee, and a few blessings to me in my 
• turn. It must be owned I had earned them, the licentiate, 
heaven reward him for K, to secure my remembrances through 
life, expressed himself thus in a paragraph of his will — Item, as 
Gil Bias has already some little smattering of literature^ to 
encourage his studious habits, I give and bequeath to him my 
library, all my boohs and my manuscripts, without any drawback 
or exception. 

I could not conceive wlioro this said IKirary might be; I had 
never ^een any. I only knew of some papers, with five or six 
bound books, on two little deal slielves in my master’s closet ; 
and tliat was my legacy. The books too could be of no great use^ 
to me ; the title of one was, The complete Man Cook ; another \ 

A Treatise on Indigestion, with the Methods of Cure ; the rcj^ 
were the four parts of the breviary, half eaten up by the worms. V* 
In the articlp of manuscripts, the most curious consisted of docu- 
ments relating to a lawsuit in which the prebendary was once 
engaged for iiis stall. After having examined my legacy with 
more minuteness than it deserved, I made over my right afid 
title to these invidious relations. I even renounced my livery, 
and took back my own suit, claiming my wages as my only 
reward. I then went to look out for another place. As for 
Dame Jaeintha, besides her residue under the will, she had some 
snug little arth'les, which by the help of her gool friend she had 
appropriated to her own use during the last illness of tte licentiate. 

Cu.m. — Gil Bias enters into Doctor Sangrado's service, and bectqnes^^ 
a famous practitioner, 

I DETEHMiNED to throw mysclf in the way of Signor Arias de 
Loiidona, and to look out for a new birth in his register ; but as 
I was oil niy way to No Thoroughfare, who should come across 
me but Doctor Sangrado, wlionvl had not seen since the day of 
my master’s death. 1 took the liberty of touching my hat. He 
•kenned me in a twinkling, though 1 had changed my dress ; rad 
with as much warmth as his temperament would allow him; 
lley day ! said he, the very lad I wanted to see ; you have never 
been out of my thought. 1 liave occasion tor a clever fellow 
about me, and pitched upon you as the very thing, if you can 
read and write. Sir, replied J, if that is all you require, I am 
your man. In that case, rejoined he, we need look no further. 
Come home with me ; it will be all comfort : I shall behave to 
you like a brother. You wiU have" no wages, but everything ^ 
will be found you. You shall eat and drink according to the 5 
true faith, and be taught to cure all diseases. In a word, you"^ 
shall rather be my young Sangradothan my footman. 
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1 closed ia with the doctor’s proposal, in the hope of becominjj 
an Esculapius under so inspired a master. He carried mo home 
on the spur the occasion, to instal me in my honourable em- 
ployment ; which honourable employment consisted in writing 
down the name and residence of the patients who sent for hiin in 
absence, Tlierc had indeed been a register for this purpose, 
kept by an old domestic ; but she had not the gift of spelling accu- 
rately, and wrote a most perplexing hand. This account I was 
to keep. It might truly be called a bill of mortality ; for my 
memlfirs all went from bad to worse during the short lime they 
continued in this system. I was a sort of book-keeper for the 
other world, to take places in the stage, and to see that tko first 
come were the first served. My pen was always in my hard, for 
^octor Sangrado had more practice than ajiy physician of his 
^ime in Valladolid. lie had got into repulation with the public 
a C(*rtain profc.ssional slang, humoured by a medical face, and 
some extraordinary cases, more honoured by implicit faith than 
scrunulous investigation. 

lie was in no want of patients, nor consequently of property. 
He did not keep the best house in the world: we liveil with 
some little attention to economy. The usual bill of fare con- 
sisted of peas, beans, boiled ap])lcs or cheese. JIo considered 
this food as best suited to the human stomach, that is to say, as 
most amenable to the grinders, hence it was to encounter the 
process of digestion. jNVvertheless, easy as \\as their passage, 
lie wa!*not for i^opping the way uilh loo much of them : and, to 
bo sure, he ’was in tlio right. Ihit tliough he caut iomMl tlie imiid 
and against repletion iii respect of solids, it was made u^) by 
fre^ permission to drink as much water as wo liked. Kar trom 
prescribing us any limits there, he would tell us tjometimes — 
jDrink, my children ; healtli consists in the pliability and moisture 
of the parts. Drink water by pails full, it is an universal dissol- 
vent; water liquefies all the salts, is the course of the blood a 
little slugfjishP tliis grand principle sets it forviard : too rapid ? 
its career is checked. Our doctor was so orthodox ou this lieud, 
that he drank nothing himself but water, though advanced in 
years, lie defined old age to be a natural consumption which 
dries us up and wastes us away ; on this principle, ho deplored 
the ignorance of \hose who call wine old men s milk. lie main- 
tained that wine wears them out and corrodes them, and j)h*adcd 
with all till force of elo([«ence against that liquor, fatal in com- 
mon both to the young and old, that friend with a serpent in iU 
bosom, that pleasure with a dagger under its girdle. 

In spite ot these fine arguments, at the end of a w eek, a joose- 
ness ensued, with some twinges, which 1 was blasphemous enough 
to saddle on the universal dissolvent, and the new-fashioned diet. 
I staled my symptoms to my master, in the hope he would ?elax 
the rigour oi his regimen, and qualify my meals with a litt^’*» 
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wine, but Lis hostility to that liauor was inflexible. If you Lare^ 
not philosophy enough, said he, for pure water, there are innocent;**^ 
^ infusions to strengthen the stomacn against the iiausea of aque- 
ous quaflSngs. Sage, fo’* example, has a very pretty flavour: 
an(f if you wish to heighten it into a debauch, it is only mixing 
rosemai^, wild poppy, and other simples, but no compounds. ^ 

In vam did he crack off his water, and teach me the secret of 
composing delicious messes. I was so abstemious, that, remark- 
ing my moderation, he said — In good sooth, Gil Bias, I marvel 
not that you are no better than you aje ; you do nou drink 
enough, my friend. Water taken in a small quantity serves only 
to separate the particles of bile and set tliem in action ; but our 
pract’.ce is to drown them in a copious drench. Fear not, my 
good lad, lest a superabundance of liquid should either weaker^ 
or chill your stomach; far from thy better judgment be that sill 
fear of unadulterated drink. I will ensure you against all ccta 4 
senuences ; and if my authority will not serve your turn, read^ 
Celsus. That oracle of the ancients makes an admirable pane- 
gyric on water ; in short, he says in plain terms th? t those who 
plead an inconstant stomach in favour of wine, publish a libel pn 
their own bowels, and make their organization a pretence for 
their sensuality. 

As it wouhl have been ungenteel in me to have run riot on 
my entrance into the career of practice, I aflected thorough 
conviction, indeed I thought there was something in it. I 
therefore went on drinking water on the authority ^ of Celsus, 
or to speak in scientilic terms, I began to drown the bile in 
copious drenches of that unadulterated liauor ; and tliougii I felt , 
myself more out of order from day to day, prejudice won 'the ' 
cause against experience. It is evident, therefore, that I was in 
the right road to the practice of physic. Yet I could not always 
be insensible to the qualms which increased in my frame, to that 
degree, as to determine me on quitting Doctor iSangrado. But 
lie invested me with a new office which changed my tone. Hark 
you, my child, said ho to me one day, I am not one of those hard 
•and ungrateful masters, who leave their household to grow grey 
in service without a suitable rew^ard. I am well pleased with 
you, I have a regard for you, and without waiting till you have 
served your time, I will make your fortune. "Vvlthout more ado, 

I will initiate you in the healing art, of which I have for so 
many years been at the head. Other physicians makv the science 
to consist of various unintelligible branches ; but 1 will shorttm 
the road for you, and dispense with the drudgery of studying 
natural philosophy, pharmacy, botany, and anatomy. Bemember, 
my friend, that bleeding and drinking warm water are the tw^o 
grand principles ; the true secret of curing all the distempers in* 
cideht to humanity. Yes, this marvellous secret which I reveal 
you, and which nature, beyond the reach of my colleaguea, 
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has failed m rescuing from my pen, is comprehended in these 
two articles— namely, bleeding and drenching. Here you have 
the sum total my philosophy ; you are thoroughly bottomed 
in medicine, and may raise yourself to the summit of fame on 
the shoulders of my long experience. Ton may enter into purt- 
nership at once, by keeping the books in the niorning, and going 
out to visit patients in the afternoon. While I dose the nobility 
and clergy, you shall labour in your vocation among the lower 
orders ; and M’hen you have felt your ground a little, I will get 
you a^piitted into our body. You are a philosopher, Gil Bins, 
though you have ncvfr graduated ; the common herd of them, 
though they have graduated in due form and order, are lik/'Iy to 
run out the length of their tether without knowing their ^right 
hand from their left. 

I thanked the doctor for having so speedily enabled me to 
serve his deputy ; and, by way of acknowh'dging his goodness, 
promised to follow his system to the end of my ear(‘er, with a 
magjianimous indifference about the aphorisms of Hippocrates. 
But^'ftiat engagement was not to betaken to the letter. This 
tender attac^iment to water went against the grain, and I liad a 
scheme for drinking w’ine every day snugly among the ])atients. 

I left off wearing my ow’ii suit a second time, to take up one of 
my master’s, and look like an invetcTate ])raelitioner. After 
which I brought my medical theories into play, leaving them to 
look to the event whom it might concern. J began on an algu- 
azil in^ pleurisy ; he was condemned to be bh'd with t)u‘ utmost 
rigour of tlfc law', at the same time that tlu^ system was to be 
replenished copiously with water. Next I made a lodgment in 
‘ the veins of a gouty pastry-cook, wdio roared like a lion by rea- 
&on*of gouty spasms, I stood on no mon* (‘(‘rernonv willi bis 
blood than with that of the alguazil, ami laid uo ieslri<*tion on 
his taste for simple licpiids. My prescrij>tions brongbi me in 
tw'elve rials ; an incident so auspicious in my ])rores.Mi(>iial career, 
that I only wished for the plagues of Egypt on all the bale sub- 
jects of Valladolid, As 1 was coming out of tlie jiaslryeook’s 
w!om should I meet but Fabrici«), a total Ktraiigm* since the ^ 
dcatli of the licentiate Sedillo ! He looktMl at me w ilh astonish- 
ment for some seconds ; then set up a laugli with all his might, 
and held his sid^. lie h/.d no roasou to he grave, for f bad 
a cloak trailing on the ground, ^with a doubl(‘t and breeelies of 
four times piy natural dviicnsions. I was eerlainly a eomph'tc 
original. I suffered him to niake^racrry as long as be liked, and 
could scarcely help joining in the ridicule ; but I kept a guard 
on my muscles to preserve becoming dignity m public, and the 
better to enact the physician, who&e part in society 'm m^t that of 
a buffoon. If the absurdity of iny apjj(?aranc(j excited Eabricio h 
merriment, my affected gravity added zest to it ; and when he 
had nearly exhausted his lungs— By all the powers, Gil Bias, 

£ 
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quotli he, thou art in complete masquerade. Who the devil has 
dressed you up in this manner ? Fair and softly, my friend, re- 
plied I, fair and softly, be a little on your good '•ehaviour with 
\ a modern II ippoerates. ^Understand me to be the substitute of 
Doctor Sangrado, the most eminent physician in Valladolid. I 
have lived with him these three weeks. Ho has bottomed re 
thoroughly in medicine ; and, as he cannot perform the obse- 
quies of all the patients who send for him, I visit a part of them 
to take the burden off his conscience. He does execution in 
great families, I among the vulgar. Vastly well, replic^a Fab* 
ricio ; that is to say, he grants you a lease on the blood of the 
commonalty, but keeps to himself the fee-simple of the fashion- 
able world. I u ish you joy of your lot ; it is a pleasanter line 
of practice among the populace than among great folk. Long 
live a snug connexion in the suburbs ! a mans mistakes art 
easily buried, and his murders elude all but God s revenge. Yes, 
my brave boy, your destiny is truly enviable ; in the language 
of Alexander, were 1 not Fabricio, I could wish to be Gil Bks. 

To shew the son of Nunez, the barber, that he w?^ not much 
out in liis reckoning on my present happiness, I chinked the fe,es 
of the alguazil and tJie pastry-cook ; and this was followed by an 
adjournment to a tavern, to drink to their perfect recovery. The 
wine uas very fair, and my impatience for the well-known smack 
made ino think it better than it was. I took some good long 
draughts, and without gainsaying the Latin oracle, in proportion 
as I poured it into its natural reservoir, I feltmy^accoiiim(s:laiing 
entrails to owe me no grudge for the hard service into which I 
pressed them. As for Fabricio and myself, wo sat some Itoo in 
the tavern, making merry at tlic expense of our mast(Ts, as ser- 
vants arc loo much neenstomed to do. At last, seeing the night 
.'ipproaeh, wo parted, after engaging to meet at tlic same place 
on the following day after dinner. 

Ch. lV.--6k7 mas fjtm on practising physic with equal success and ability, 
Adventure of the recovered riny. 

J AVAS no sooner at home than Doctor Sangrado came in. I 
talked to him about the patients I had seen, and paid into his 
hands eiglit remaining rials of the twelve I had received for my 
prescriptions. Eight rials ! said he, as he couif.ed them, mighty 
little for two visits ! But we must take tilings as wc find tlicm. 
In the spirit of taking things as he foAud them, he^^aid violent 
bands on six, giving me the bther two— Here, Gil Bias, con- 
tinued he, see wliat a foundation to build upon. I make over to 
you I lie fourth of all you may bring j.ie. You will soon feather 
your nest, my friend; for, by the blessing of Providence, there 
will be a great deal of ill health this yejir. 

1 had reason to be content with my dividend ; since, having 
determined to keep back the third part of what I received in luy 
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ronflds, and afterwards touching; another fourtli of the remainder, 
half of the whole, if arithmetic is anvtliin^^ more tlian a decep- 
tion, would bAome my perquisite, xhis inspired me witli new i 
zeal for my profession. The next day,%s soon as I liad dine^d, I 
resumed my medical paraphernalia, and took the field once 
mftre. I visited several patients on the list, and treated 
their several complaints in one invariable routine. Hitherto 
things went on under the rose, and no individual, thank heaven, 
had rjg^n up in rebellion against my prescri])iions. But let a 
physician’s cures be as#extraordinary as they uill, some quack or 
other is always ready to rip up his reputation. I was called in, 
to a grocer’s son in a dropsy. Whom should 1 find there before 
me but a little black-looking ])hysiciaii, by name Doctor Ciuliillo, 
introduced by a relation of the family. I bowcvl round moat 
^profoundly, but dipped lowest to the personage wliom I took to 
nave b?on invited to a consultation with me. lie returned inv 
compliment with a distant air ; then, having stared me in llie 
face fbr a few seconds — Signor Doctor, said h(‘, I beg jiardon for 
being inquSitive, I tbouglit T had b(‘on acquainted uith all my 
bitithren in Valladolid, but I confess yoiir iilij siognomy is alto- 
gether new. You must have been selth'd but a short time in 
town. I avowed myself a young practitioner, ading as yet. 
under the direction of Doctor Sangrado, 1 v isli you joy, nq^liod 
he politely, you arc studying under a great man. Von must 
douDtless Jiave ^'en a vast deal of sound jwaeticc*, young as you 
appear *to ho. lie spoke this with so easy an assurance, that T 
was at a loss wliether he meant it s(‘riously, or \Aas laughing at 
me. Uhile 1 was (‘onning over my rejily, the grocer, seizing ou 
the^pportnnity, said— Geiitlonien, 1 am pcTsuaded of your botli 
being perfectly eopipetent in your art ; have the goodness with- 
out ado to take the ('ase in Jiaiid, and devise some effectual 
means for the restoration of my sou’s lu'alth. 

Thereupon the little pulse-counter set liirnself about reviewing 
the patient’s situation ; and after liaving dllatc'd to me on all the 
symptoms, asked me what I thought the fittest method (»f treat • 
inent. I am of opinion, replied J, that he should be bh'd once a * 
day, and drink as mucli warm water as he can swallow. Al tliese 
words, our dimini^ive doctor said to mo wilh a malicious simj)er 
— And so you think such a course will save the pal lent ? JV(‘vcr 
doubt it, ej^laimed J in y, coulitltMit tom* ; it must ])ro(lucc that 
effect, because it is a certain meJjiod of cure for all (list cm pel's. 
Ask Signor Sangrado. At that rate, retorted he, Celsiis alto- 
gether in the wrong; for l^^i conUmds that the readiest ^vay to 
cure a dropsical subject is tolcthimalmostdic of hunger and tliirst. 
Oh ! as forCelsus, interrupted I, he is no oracle of niitie, as fallibl(‘ 
as the meanest of us; 1 often have occasion to bless inyscl(|for 
going *ntrary to his dogmas. I discover by your lauguage, said 
Cuchillo, the safe and sure method of practice Doctor Sangrado 
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instils into his pupils. Bleeding and drenching are the extert or 
his resources. ]No wonder so many -worthy people are cut off 

^ under his direction No defamation! intes^upted I with 

' some acrimony ; a member of the faculty had better not begin 
throwing stones. Come, come, my learned doctor, patients can 
get to the other world without bleeding and warm water ; and I 
question whether the most deadly of us has ever signed more 
passports than yourself. If you have any crow to pluck with 
Signor Sangrado, write against him, he will answer you, and we 
shall soon see who will have the best of the battle. Bj all the 
saints in tlie calendar I swore he in a transport of passion, you 
little know whom you are talking to. 1 have a tongue and a fist, 
my friend; and am not afraid of Sangrado, who, with all his 
arrogance and affectation, is but a ninny. The size of the little 
death-dealer made mo hold his anger cheap. I gave him a sharp 
retort ; he sent back as good as I brought, till at last \'Te came 
to cuffs. We had pulled a few handfuls of hair from each other’s 
heads before the grocer and his kinsman could part us. When 
(hey had brought this about, they feed me for mytattendance, 
ana retained my antagonist, whom they thought the more skilful 
of the two. 

Another adventure succeeded close on the heels of this. I 
went to sec an huge chanter in a fever. As soon as he heard me 
talk of warm water, he shewed himself so averse to this specific, 
as to fall into a fit of swearing. He abused me in all possible 
shapes, and threatened to throw mo out at w inuow. ^ I v,as ir 
gri*ater hurry to get out of his house than to get in. I did nc ' 
choose to sec any more patients that day, and repaired* to the 
inn where I laid agreed to meet Fabricio. He was there ffrst. 

As we found ourselves in a tippling humotir, we drank hard, and 
returned to our employers in a ])retty pickle, that is to say, so-so 
in the upper story. Signor Sangrado was not aware ot my being 
drunk, because he took the lively gestures wliich accompanied 
the relation of my quarrel \\ith the little doctor, for an eucet of 
the agitation not yet subsided after the battle. Besides, he came 
•in for his share in my report ; and feeling liimself nettled by 
Cuchillo— You have done well, Gil Bias, said he, to defend the 
character of our practice against this }itth‘ abortion of the faculty. 

So he takes upon him to set his face against watery drenches m 
dropsical cases ? An ignorant fellow ! I maintain, I do, in my 
owm person, that the use of ^theni n'lay bo reconciled to the 
best theories. Yes, w ater is a^cure for all sorts of dropsies, just 
as it is good for rheumatisms and the green sickness. It is ex- 
cellent too in those fevers where the effect is at once to parch , 
and to chill, and even miraculous in those disorders ascribed to 
cold, thin, phlegmatic, and pituitous humours. This opinion 
inay* appear straiure to young practitioners like Cuchillo ;ibut it 
is right orthodox m the best ard soundest systems ; so that if 
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persons of that description were capable of taking: a philoso- 
phfcal view, instead of crying me down, they would become niy 
most zealous ^vocates. ^ 

In his rage, ne never suspected me of drinking : for, to oxas- » 
perate him still more against the little floetor, I had throwminto 
recital some circumstances of my own addition. Yet, en- 
^ossed as he was by what I had told him, he could not help 
taking notice that I drank more water than usual that evening. 

In fact, the wine had made me very thirsty. Any one but 
Sangijdo would have distrusted my being so very dry, as to swal- 
low down glass after ^lass : but as for him, he took it for granted, 
in the simplicity of his heart, that I began to aeauire a rejish for 
aqueous potations. Apparently, Gil Bias, said he with a gra- 
cious smile, you have no longer such a dislike to water. As hea- 
ven is my judge ! you quatf it ofl‘ like nectar. It is no wonder, 
my frijnd, I was certain you would take a liking to tliat liquor. 
Sir, replied I, there is a tide in the affairs of men : witlimy pre- 
sent lights, I would give all the wine in Valladolid for a pint of 
water. This answer delighted the doctor, who would not lose so 
fine an opportunity of expatiating on the excellence of water. 
He undertook to ring the changes once more in its praise, not 
like an hireling pleader, but as an enthusiast in the cause. A 
thousand times, exclaimed he, a thousand and a thousand times 
of greater value, as being more innocent than our modern 
taverns, were tliose baths of ages past, whitlier the people went 
not slmmcfullyijto squander tlieir fortun(‘8 and ox])ose their lives, 
by swiilin^f tliornselves with wine, but asscanbled there for the 
decent and economical amusement of drinking warm water. It 
is difficult enough to admire the patriotic forecast of those an- 
ciAit politicians, who established places of public resort, where 
water w^as dealt out gratis to all comers, and who confined wine 
to the sliops of the apothecaries, tliat its use might be prohibited 
but under the direction of physicians. What a stroke tof w is- 
dom ! It is doubtless to preserve the seeds of that antique fru- 
gality, emblematic of the golden age, that persons are found to 
this day, like you and me, w’ho drink nothing but w ater, and are 
persuaded they possess a prevention or a cure for every ailment,* 
provided our warm water has never boiled ; for I liave observed 
that water, whci’iit has boiled, is heavier, and sits loss easily on 
the stomach. . 

While was holding Jbrth thus eloquently, I was in danger 
more than once of splitting my sides with laughing. Bui I con- 
trived to keep my countenance ; nay, more ; to chime in with the 
doctor’s theory. I found ftiult with tlic use of w ine, and pitied 
mankind for having contracted an untoward relish to so perni- 
cious a beverage. Then, finding my thirst not sufficiently allay- 
ed, I|illod a large goblet with w ater, and after having sw iljed it 
like a horse : Come, sir, said I to my master, let us drink plenti- 
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fully of this beneficial liquor. Let us make those early estot 
lishments of dilution you so much regret, to live again in you 
house. He clapped his hands in ecstacy at these words, an? 
preached to me for a whole hour about suffering no liquid bu 
wat|jr to pass my lips. To confirm the habit, I promised to drini 
a large quantity every evening ; and, to keep my word with les 
violence to my private inclinations, I went to bed with a deter 
mined purpose of going to the tavern every day. 

The trouble I had got into at the grocer’s did not discourage 
me from phlebotomizing and prescribing warm water in tl/ousua 
course. Coming out of a house where I had been visiting s 
poet in a phrenzy, I was accosted in the street by an old womai 
who came up and asked me if I was a physician. I said yes 
As tlhvt is the case, replied she, I entreat j'^ou with all humilik^ 
to go along with me. My niece has been ill since yesterday, anc 
I cannot conceive what is the matter with her. 1 followjcd tlu 
old lady to her house, where I was shewn into a very decen' 
room, occupied by a female who kept her bed. I w^ent nejr, tc 
consider her case. Her features struck me from the first ; and 
I discovered beyond the possibility of a mistake, after having 
looked at her some little time, the she- adventurer who had playet 
the part of Camilla so adroitly. For her part, slio did not seen 
to recollect me at all, whether from the o])pre8sion of her dis 
ordor.or from my dross as a physician rendering me not easy to b( 
known again. 1 took her by the liaiul, to feel her pulse ; anc 
saw my ring upon her finger. I was all in a t\vi*ter at tjie dis 
covery of a valuable, on which I had a claim both hi law anc 
equity. Great was my longing to make a snatch at it ; but con 
sidering that these fair ones \\ouhl set up a groat scream, anc 
that Don Eaphacl or some other defender of in jured innocenct 
might rush in to their rescue, 1 laid an embargo on my priva 
teering. I tliought it best to come by my owui in an honest way 
and to consult Fabricio about the means. To this last course . 
stuck. In the meantime the old woman urged me to inform he: 
with what disease her niece was troubled. I was not fool enougl 
to own my ignorance ; on the contrary, I took upon myself as £ 
'man of science, and after my master’s example, pronounced so 
lemuly that the disorder accrued to the patient from the defec 
of natural p<wspiration ; that consequently sht;,must lose blooC' 
as soon as possible, because if >ve could not open one pore, wc 
always open anotiicr : and I fiuislicd m^T prescription with warn 
water, to do the thing methodically. 

I shortened my visit as much as possible, and ran to the sor 
of Nunez, whom I met just as he wasv going out on an erran^foi 
his master. I told him my new adventure, and asked his advice 
about laying an information against Camilla, Pooh ! Nonsense ; 
replied he ; that would not be the way to get your ring again 
Those gentry think restitution double trouble. Call to mine 
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your imprisonment at Astorjra ; your liorso, your money, your 
very clothes, did not tliey all centre in tlio hands of justice H 
We must rather set our wits to work for the recovery of your 
diamond. I fake on myself the char^m of inventin|v some stra-^ 
tagem for that purpose. I will delibmte on it in my way to the 
hospital, where I have to say but two words from my master to 
me purveyor. Do you wait for me at our Inmao of call, auJ do 
not be on the fret ; I will be with you shortly. 

I had waited, however, more than three hours at„ihe appointed 
jp^eil^ when arrived. 1 did not know* him again at first. 
Beside that he had Aianged his dress and platted bis hair, a pair 
irf false whiskers covered half his face. lie wore an immense^ 


jaWordwitha hilt of at least three feet in circumferengo, and 
marched at the head of five men of as swaggering an air as him- 
self, with bushy whiskers and long rapiers. Good day to you, 
GHl Bias, said be by way of salutation ; behold an alguu- 
ziT upon a new construction, and marshalnien of like materials 
ip. tj^ese brave fellows mv companions. We liave only to be 
f^e^ where the wojnan lodges who purloined tlu‘ diamond, and 
we will onlain restitution, takti my word for it. I hugged Fabri- 
flio at this ^scourso, which let me into the plot, and testified 
loudly iPy approval of the expedient. I paid my respects also 
to the masquerading marslialmcn. They wi*re three servants 
and two journeymen barbers of his acquaintance, wlipm he had 
engaged to act this farce. I ordered wine to be sieved round to 
the ^tachment, and we all went togclhcr at night-fall to Ca- 
mUlp^s residence. The door wjis shut, and we knockeii. The 
old wpman, taking my companions to be on thi‘ scent of justice, 
and knowing they would not come into that neiglibourhood for 
nSthing, was terribly frightened. Cheer up again, good mother, 
said Fabricio ; wo arc only come licrc u|)on a little business which 
will be soon settled. At these words we made our entry, and 
found our way to the sick chamber, under the guidance of the 
old dowager who walked before us, and by favour of a wax taper 
which she carried in a silver candlcHtick, I took the light, wen 
to the bed-side, and, making Camilla take particular notice of m;^ 
features, Traitress, said I, call to mind tlie too credulous Gil Bias 
whom vou have deceived. Ah ! thou wickedness personified, at 
last I have caught thee. The corregidor has taken down my dc*- 
position, and ordered this algu^zil to arrest you. Come, olliccr, 
said I to Fabricio, do yeur duty. There is no need, replied he, 
swelling his voice, to inflame tny severity. The face of that 
Avretch is not new' to me : she has long been marked with red 
letters in my pocket book.® Get up, my princess, dress your royoJ 
person wit i all possible dispatch. 1 wdll be your 8([uirc, and 
lodge you in durance vile, if you have no objection. 

At these words, Camilla, ill as she was, ob.serving two marshal- 
men with large w hiski^rs ready to drag her out of bed by main 
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force, sat up of lierself, clasped her hands in an attitude of sn 
plication ; and looking at me ruefully, said, Signor Gil Bla 
nave compassion on me ; I call as a witness to myr entreaties tL 
• chaste mother whose virtjies you inherit. Guilty as I am, m 
misfertunjes are greater tnan my crimes. I will give you bac 
your diamond, so do not be my ruin. Speaking to this effec 
she drew my ring from her finger, and gave it me back. But 
told her my diamond was not enough, and that she must refun 
the thousand ducats they had embezzled in the ready-furnishe 
lodging. Oh ! as for your ducats, replied she, ask me nolrtibor 
them. That false-hearted deceiver, Don ftaphael, whom I hav 
not seen from that time to this, carried them olT the very sam 
night.^ 0 ho ! my little darling, said Fabricio in his turn, th£ 
will not do, you had a hand in the robbery, whether you wen 
snacks in the profit or no. You will not come off so cheaply. You 
liaving been accessary to Don Baphael’s manoeuvres is enough 
to render you liable to an examination. Your past life is ver 
equivocal ; and you must have a good deal upon your conscience 
xou will have the goodness, if you please, just to st^p into th- 
town jail, and there unburden yourself by a general confession 
This good old lady shall keep you company ; it is .hard if sh? 
cannot tell a world of curious* stories, such as Mr. Corregido: 
will be delighted to hear. 

The two women, at these words, brought every engine of pitj 
into play to soften us. They filled the air with cries, complaints 
and lamentations. While the old woman on htr knees, •some^ 
times to the alguazil and sometimes to his attendants, eiRleavourec 
to melt their stubborn hearts, Camilla implored me, in the mosi 
touching terms, to save her from the hands of justice. I p^e= 
tended to relent. Officer, said I to the son of Nunez, since I 
have got my c^iaraond, I do not much care about any thing else. 
It would be 1^0 pleasure to me to be the means of pain to that 
poor woman / I want not the death of a sinner. Out upon you, 
answered he, you set up for humanity ! you would make a bad 
tipstaff. I must do my errand. My positive orders are tc 
jirrest these virgins of the sun ; his honour the corregidor means 
to make an example of them. Nay 1 for mercy *s sake, replied I, 
pay some little aeference to my wdshes, and slacken a little of 
your severity, on the ground of the present tbfese ladies are on 
the point of offering to your acceptance. Oh ! that is another 
matter, rejoined he ; that is what you may call a figurrof rhetoric 
suited to all capacities and all oCscasions. Well, then, let us sed, 
what have they to give me ? I have a pearl necklace, said 
Camilla, and drop ear-rings of conscderablo value. Yes ; but 
interrupted . ho roughly, if these articles nroduce of the 

Philippine Isles, I will have none of thew - . 1 take them 

in perfect safety, replied she: I war /al. At the 

same time she made the old woma> ‘box, whence 
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she^ok out the necklace and ear-rings, which she put within the 
grasp of tins incorruptible minister. Though he was much such 
a judge of jewq^lery as myself, he had no doubt of the drops being 
real, as well as the pearls. These trinljets, said he, after having 
looked at them minutely, seem to be of good quality and fashion : 
M|i if the silver candlestick is thrown into the bargain, I would 
not answer for my own honestv. You had bettor not, said I in 
my turn to Camilla, for a trifle, reject so moderate and fair a 
composition. While uttering these words, I returned the taper 
[to thellld woman, and handed the candlestick over to Fabricio, 
'who, stopping there because perhaps he espied nothing else that 
was portable in the room, said to the two w^omen ; Farewell, my 
dainty misses, set your hearts at rest, I wdll report you to his 
worship the corregidor, as jiurcr tluin unamutched snow/ We 
can turn him round our finger ; and never toll him the truth, 
but whan we are not paid for our lies. 

Ch. — Sequel (if tfiP fort goin(f ndventnre. Gil lUast retires from prac* 
j tice^ and from the nei(jhh our hood of Valladolid, 

After having thus carried Fabricio’s plan into effect, we took 
our leave of Camilla’s lodging, hugging ourselves on a success 
^ bevond our e?mcctation ; for wo had only reckoned on the ring. 
We carried off without ceremony all we could get besides. Far 
from making it a point of conscience not to steal from a description 
of ladies whose names are commonly associated with rogues, wo 
thought to^covcf some scores of oilier sins by so meritorious an 
action. Gentlemen, said F abrieio, when we were in the street, 
my cotInBel is for returning to our tavern, and devoting tlio night 
to »• regale. To-morrow we will sell tlie candlestick, the necklace, 
the drop ear-rings, and then share the prize money like brother 
adventurers, after whicli every man siiall tramp home again, and 
make the best excuse he can to his master. His worsliip the 
alguazil’s idea seemed equally bright and judicious. W (* ret urned 
rank and file to the tavern, some in the pious hope of finding a 
plausible excuse for having slept abroad, others in a desperate 
indifference about being turned out of doors u ithout a character. , 
We ordered a good supper to be got ready, and sat down to 
table with our pliysical and mental powers in full vigour. The 
relish was heighrened by a thousand pleasant anecdotes. Fa- 
bricio, of all men in the world, hf.ving the happy knack of a chair- 
man in a coftipany of jovirfl spirits, kept the table in a roar. There 
escaped from him I know not how many charges of true Castilian 
wit, worth more either in the schools of philosopliy or the ex- 
change of commerce than the drug of Attic salt. While we were 
dn a full peal of laughter, we were made to laugh on the other 
side of our mouths by an unforeseen occurrence. There appeared 
at table a man of no contemptible prow ess, followed by two other 
, as ill-looking dogs as ever existed. After this specimen we had 
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three others, and reckoned up to a dozen, marching in by trijj^ets. 
They were armed with caroines, swords, and bayonets. We 
could not mistake their office, and were at no lojs to guess their 
f business. At first we had a mind to be refractory ; but they 
beset us in an instant, afid kept us under, as much by their num- 
bers as by their weapons. Gentlemen, said the captain c^»> 
mandant in a jeering strain, I have been informed by what 
ingenious artifice you have recovered a ring from the custody of 
a lady no better than she should be. Undoubtedly, the device 
w'as admirable, and well deserves a civic crown ; the patriotism 
of our police will not be found wanting. •Justice, with her lodg- 
ings Ip let for gentry of your description, will not be deficient in 
her acknowledgments for so brilliant a displny of genius. The 
company to whom tliis introdmdory address was directed, looked 
a little sheepish on the occasion. Our countenances fell ; and : 
Camilla had her full revenge. Fabricio. however, thoiigh pale 
and puzzled, made an attempt at a defence. Sir, said he, we did 
it in the innocence of our hearts, and of course we shall Ije for- 
given this not immoral fraud ? What the devil, repljpd the com- 
mandant in a rage, do you call this a not immoral fraud ? Moral 
or immoral, it may bring you to the gallows. Besides that flie 
power of restitution is too sacred to be assumed by the individual, 
you have made away with a candlestick, a necklace, and a pair of 
drop ear-rings : and what is worse, you have committed your 
rascalities in the livery of the law. Scoundrels dressing them- 
selves up like the pillars of morality to undermin^its very 5:)unda- 
tion ! I shall wish you much joy if you are condemned to nothing 
worse than mowing the salt marsh. When he had impressed it 
on our convictions that the affiiir wa^ even more serious Ihan^ur 
first fears, we threw ourselves on his mercy, and implored him to 
have pity on our tender years, but his stubborn heart was relentless. 
He rejected moreover the proj^osal of rcliiuiiiishing the necklace, 
ear-rings and candlestick ; nay, lie was deaf to the rhetoric of 
my ring: perhaps because I offered it before loo many witnesses : 
in short, he was the most obdurate dog of his kennel. He ordered 
my companions to bo handcuffed, and sent us in a body to the 
^public prison. As we were on our way, one of tbe marshalmeii 
acquainted me that Camilla's old vixen, suspecting us not to be 
licensed scouts of justice, had dogged us to# the tavern; and 
having satisfied her doubts, in p-evenge informed against us to 
the patroie. • • 

We were searched in the fir^ instance. Away went the neck- 
lace, the ear-rings and the candlestick. They picked my pocket 
of my ring, and my ruby of the Philippine Isles ; without even 
sparing the few fees I liad received in the forenoon for my pr e- 
scriptions ; so that it was plain, trade was carried on by the same 
firm^t Valladolid as at Asiorga, and that all tiieso reformers 
hold the same creed. WJiile they rilled me of my trinkets and 
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Inouf 3 , the lord in waiting of the patrole made known our adven- 
Ture to the inferior agents of legal rapine. The trespass appeared 
so audacious, tly,t the majority voted it capital. A mw kina souls 
were of opinion that we might come off for two hundred lashes 
apiece, with a few years on hoard thfi galleys. Waiting .his 
wqi^ship’s sentence, we were locked up in a cell, where we lay 
upon straw, spread over our stable like a litter for liorses. There 
might we have foddered for an age, and at last have been turned 
out to grass in the galleys, if on the morrow Signor Manuel 
Ordonftez had not got wind of our affair, and determined to 
release Fabricio ; whiefl he could not do without making a gene- 
ral gaol delivery. He was a man of the first credit in the ^owm : 
his interest was exerted for us, and partly by his own influence, 
and partly by that of his friends, he obtained our cnlargdhient 
at the end or three days. ]lut tlie period of delivery is always 
moulting time with gaol birds ; tlie candlestick, the necklace, the 
car-rings, my ring and the ruby, all was left bcliind. One could 
not hglp repeating those excellent lines of Virgil, beginning witli 
Sic VOS non 'gohis, 

^8 soon as wc w^ere at liberty, wo returned to our masters. 
Doctor Sangrado received me kindly ; My poor Gil Bias, said 
he, itw^as but this morning I was aecpiain ted with tliy misfortune. 

I was just setting about an active canvass for t) ice. We must 
derive comfort from adversity, ray friend, and attach ourselves 
more than ever to the practice of physic. I ailirmcd that to bo 
my intfntion ; and in truth 1 laid about mo. Far from wanting 
employmeift, it happened by a kind providence, as my master 
had fonetold, to be a very sickly season. The smallpox and a 
majjgnant fever took alternate possession of the town and the 
suburbs. All the physicians in Valladolid had tlieir share of 
business, and w^e not the least. Wc saw eight or ten patients a 
day ; so that the kettle was kept on the simmer, and the blood 
in the action of transpiring. But things will happen cross ; they 
• died to a man, cither by our fault or their own. If their case 
was hopeless, we were not to blame ; and if it was not hopeless, 
they M'erc. Three visits to a patient was the length of our tether. 
About the second, we sometimes ran foul of the undertaker ; or * 
when we had been more fortunate than usual, the patient had got 
no further than 4he point of deatli. As I was but a young 
physician, not yet haraened to the trade of an assassin, I grieved 
over the m^ancholy issuer of my own theory and practice. Sir, 
said I, one evening to Doctor Sangrado, I call heaven to witness 
on the spot that I have never strayed from your infallible method ; 
and yet I have never saved^a patient: one would think they died 
out of spite, and were on the other side of the great medical 
question. This very day I came across tw^o of them, going into 
|tbe country to be buried. My good lad, replied he, mv ex- 
jperience nearly comes to the same point. It is but seldom 1 
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have the pleasure of curing my kind and partial friends, ^f I 
had less confidence in my principles, I should think my prescrip- 
tions had set their faces against the work they \jere intended to 
perform. If you will take a hint, sir, replied I, we had better 
vary our system. Let us give, by way of experiment, chemical 

n arations to our patients; the worst they can do is to in' ad 
10 st^s of our pure dilutions and our phlebotomizing evacu- 
ations. I would willingly give it a trial, rejoined he, if it we^t? 
a matter of indifference, but I have published on the practice of 
bh‘eding and the use of drenches : would you have me vut the 
throat of my own fame as an author ! Oh ! you are in the right, 
resumed 1 ; our enemies must, not gain this triumph over us ; 
tliey^would say that you were out of conceit with your own 
systems, and, would ruin your reputation for consistency. Perish 
the people, perish rather our nobility and clergy ! But let us go^' 
on in the old path. After all, our brethren of the facuHy, with ^ 
all their tenderness about bleeding, liavo no patent for longevity 
any more than ourselves ; and we may set off their drugs against 
our specifics. 

We went on working double tides, and did so much execution, 
that in leas than six weeks we made as many widows and orphans 
as tlie siege of Troy. The plague must have got into Valladolid 
by the number of funerals. Lay after day came some father or 
other to know what was become of his son, who was last seen in 
our hands ; or else a stupid fellow of an uncle, who had a foolish 
hankering after a deceased neplicw. With r^^spect to the ne- 
phews and sons, on whose uncles and fathers we had equalised 
our system of destruction, they thought that least srid was 
soonest mended, nusbands were altogether on their good be- ' 
liaviour, they would not split a hair about the loss of a wife or 
two. The real sufferers to whose reproaches we were exposed, 
were sometimes ((uite savage in tlieir grief ; without being mealy- 
mouthed m their expressions, they imlled us blockheads and 
assassins. I was concerned at their bad language; but my 
master, who was up to every circumstance, listened to their 
^ abuse with the utmost indifference. Vet I might have grown 
as callous as himself to popular reproach, if heaven, interposing 
its shield between the invalids of Valladolid and one of their 
scourges, had not providentially raised up aiKaicident to disgust 
me with medicine, which from the outset had been disgusted 
with me. o 

The idle fellows about town assembled every day in our neigh- 
bourhood for a game at tennis. Among the number was one of 
those professed bullies who set up for great Lons, and are the 
complete cocks of the tennis-court. He was a Biscayan, and 
assumed the title of Lon lloderic de Mondragon. His age might 
be about thirty. His size was somewhat above the common, but 
he was lean and bony. Besides two sparkling little eyes rolling 
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Bibouf in his head, and throwing out defiance against all by^ 
itanders, a very broad nose came in between a pair of red whis- 
kers, wliicli turj|ed up like a hook as high as the temples. His 
phraseology was so rough and uncouth that the very sound of his 
voice would throw a quiet man into an •ague. This tyrant over 
bo^i tlie rackets and the game was lord paramount in all dis- 
putes between the players ; and there was no appeal from his 
decisions, but at the risk of receiving a cliallengc the next day, 
rreeiscly as 1 have drawn Signor Don Eoderic. whom the Don 
in the foreground of his titles could never make a gentleman, 
Signor Don lloderic ^^^Ls sweet upon the mistress of the tennis- 
court. She was a woman of forty, in good cireunistancfS, as 
cliarming as forty can w^ell be, just entering on the second year 
of her widowhood, I know not how he made himself agreeable ; 
certainly not by his exterior recommendations, but probably by 
that witiiiu which passeth shew. However that might bo, she 
took a fancy to liim, and began to turn her thoughts towards the 
holy ^late of matrimony ; but while that great event was in agi- 
tation, for |he pnnisliment of her sins she was takiui with a 
malignant fever, and with me for a physician. Had the disorder 
been ever so slight, my practice would liave made a serious job 
of it. At the expiration of four days there was not a dry eye in 
the tennis-court. The mistress joined the outward bound colony 
of my patients, and her family administered to her elfeets. Don 
Kodcric, distracted at the loss of his mistress, or rather disap- 
pointeclof a go#d oslablisliment, was not satisfied with fretting 
and fuming at me, but swore be would run me tbrough tlic body, 
or evei> frown me into a non-entity. A good-natured mughbour 
apj^’ised me of this vow', w ith a caul ion to keep at home, for fear 
of coming across this devil of a fellow. Tliis warning, tliough 
taken in good part, was a source of anxiety and ap])rehen- 
sioii. I was eternally fancying the enraged Bisi-ayan laying 
siege to the outworks of my citadel. Tliere w a^s no getting a 
moment’s respite from alarm. Tliis circumstani*e weaned me 
from the ]practiee of medicine, and 1 thouglit of nothing but de- 
liverance from my liorrors. On went my embroidered suit (nice 
more. Taking leave of my master, wlio did all lie could to de- 
tain me, 1 got out of town w ith tlic dawn, not lieedless of tlml 
terrible Don KodiiiC, who might waylay me on the road. 

Ch. \T. — //ij route from V^lladolftly vuth a description of his fellow- 

travidipr. 

I TRUDGED on at a great rate, and looked behind from time ic 
time, to see if that dreadful Biscayan w'as not following me. My 
imagination was so engrossed by the fellow, that he haunted me 
^in every tree and bush ; my heart was in my mouth for fear at 

t very foot-fall. But I took courage again at the distamie of 
bout a lea^e, and went on more gently towards Madrid, whithei 
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I proposed directing my steps. I had no attachment to V.-JIa- 
dolid. All my regret was at tearing myself from Fabricio, my 
dear Py lades, of whom 1 had not so much as bikcn my leave. 
It was no grievance to give up physic ; on the contrary, I prayed 
h^^en to forgive me for having tampered wuth it. Yet I did 
not count over the contents of ray purse with less pleasure, tl?- 
cause they were the wages of murder. In this 1 took after those 
ladies who retire w'itli a fortune to lead pious lives, and think it 
hard if they may not fatten religiously on the liard earnings jf 
their libertine profession. I had, in rial^^ somewhere alivlut the 
value of five ducats, and this vas the sum total of iny property. 
Witli Mliese I designed repairing to Madrid, where i had no 
doubt of finding a good service. Bt‘sidos, I wished above all 
things to be in tliat magnificent city, the boasted epitome of the 
world apd all its wonders. 

While I w;is rec'olleeting what I had heard of it, and enjoying 
beforehand tlie pleasures it afibrds, I heard the voice of a man 
coming after mo, and singing till he had scraped his throat..j He 
had a wallet on his hack, a guitar suspended from Ir? neck, and 
a long sword by his side. He got on at such a rate, as soon to 
overtake me. Who sliould it lie but one of the two journeymen 
barbers with whom T liad been in gaol for the advenlure of tlie 
ring. We knew one another at once, thougliwc liad shifted our 
dresses, and were in a thousand marvels at meeting so unex- 
pectedly on tlie higliway. If 1 testified my delight at having 
such a fi*! low-traveller, he seemed on liis side to feel an excess of 
rapture at the renewal of our aequaintance. I told’hiin why I 
had left Valladolid, and lie tru.sted his own vsecret to nur in re- 
turn, by stating himself to have iiad a little brush with -liis 
master, cm whicli tliey liad taken an everlasting leave of one an- 
other. Had it been my pleasure, eontinued he, to have taken 
up my abode longer in Valladolid, ten sliops w'ould take 
me in f(»r one that would have turned me out ; since, vanity 
apart, I may safely say tliero is not a barb(*r in all lS})ain better 
qualified to shave all sorts of beards, witli the grain or against 
the grain, and to curl a pair of w hiskers. But I could no longer 
fight against a hankering after my native place, whence I de- 
parted full ten years since, I wish to inhale a little of my own 
country air, and to learn the present situation' of my family. I 
shall be among tliem tlie da.> af*^er to-morrow, at a ]>laco called 
Olmddo, a populous village on tliis side of Segovia. ^ 

I resolved ou accompanying tliis ))arber home, and going to 
Segovia for the chauee of a east to Madrid. We began enter- 
taining one another w ith indilferont subjects as we w ent along. 
The young fellow' w^as perfectly good-humoured, with a ready 
wit. After an hour’s conversation, he asked me if I was hungry. 
I referred him to tlie first liouse of call for my answer. To stop 
dilapidations till we get there, said he, w'e may renew our term 
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by ajittle breakfast from my wallet. Wlicn I am on a journey 
X am always my own caterer. None of your woollen drapery, 
nor linen drapery, nor any of your frippery or trumpery. I hato 
ostentation. My wallet contains notliing but a little exercise for 
my grinders, my razors, and a waali-balf. I extolled liis disrre- 
tio|, and agreed with all iny heart to the bargain he proposed. 
My appetite was keen and sharp set for a comfortable meal ; 
after what he had said, I could expect no less .We drew aside a 
little from tlie liigh road, and sat down upon the grass. There my 
little jcxirneyman barber laid out his provisions, consisting of five 
or six onions, with soific scraps of bread and clieese ; but the 
best lot ill the auction was a little leathern bottle, full, as hctsaid, 
of choice, delicate wine. Though the solids were not very relish- 
ing, the calls of hunger did not allow either of us to be dainty ; 
and we emptied the bottle too, containing about two pilots of a 
wine on(j could not recommend without some remorse of con- 
science. We then rose from table and set out again on the tramp in 
liigh g^lee. The barber, who had heard some little snalehes of 
my story from Eabrieio, entreated mo to furnish him M'ith the 
whole from tlie best authority. It was impossible to refuse so 
munificent an host ; 1 therefore gave him the satisfaction he 
required. In my turn I called on him, as an acknowledgment 
of my frankness, to communicate the leading circumstanccB 
t)f liis terrestrial peregrinations. Oh ! as for my adventures, 
exclaimed he, tliey are scarcely worth recording, a mere cata- 
logue of conimo^i occurrences. Is^evertlicleHs, since we have 
nothing els« to do, I ^\ill run over the narrative, su(;h as it is. 
At the same time he entered on tlie recital nearly in the follow- 
ing terms. 

Cii. VII . — The journeyman barber ' h story. 

I TAKE u]) my tale from llic origin of things. • My grand- 
lather, Ferdinand Feriz dc la Fuenta, barber-general to the 
village of Olriiedo for fifty years, died, leaving four sons. The 
eldest, Nicholas, succeeded to the .shop, and lathered himself into 
the good graces of tlie customers. Fertrand, the n(‘\t, iiaving 
taken a fancy to trade, set up for a mercer ; and Thomas, whe 
was the tliird" turned schoolmaster. As for the fourth, by name 
Pedro, feeling witlflin him.self the liigli destinies of learning, he 
sold a dirty acre or two wliieli fel| to his .share, and went to settle 
at Madrid, ^liere lie one day to distinguish himself by 

his genius and erudition. Tlie otSier three brothers would not 
' part ; they fixed their quarters at Olmedo, marrying peasants' 
daughters, who brought thew husbands very little dowry, except 
an annual present of a chopping young rustic. They had a most 
jpublic-spiritcd emulation in cliild-hcaring. My rnotlier, the bar- 
ker’s wife, favoured the world with a contribution of six within 
khe first five years of her marriage. I was among the number. 
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My father initiated me betimes in the mysteries of shaving ;^_^and l 
when he saw me grown up to the age of fifteen, laid this wallet ' 
across my shoulders, presented me with a long sword, and said — 
Go, Diego, you are now qualified to gain your own livelihood ; 
go And travel about. Tou want a little acquaintance with the 
world to give you a polish, and improve you in your art. Off 
with you ! and do not return to Olmddo till you have made the 
tour of Spain, nor let me hear of you till that is aecomplished. 
Finishing with this injunction, he embraced me with fatherly 
affection, and shoved me out of doors by the shoulders, 

Such were the parting benedictions my sire. As for my 
mother, who had more the touch of nature in her manners, she 
seemed to feel somewhat at my dcpjirture. She dropped a few v 
tearsr and even slippc'd a ducat by stealth into my hand. Thus 
was I sent from Olmedo into the wide world, and took the- 
road dt Segovia. I did not go two liundred yards , without [ 
stopping to examine my bag. I had a mind to view its con- 
tents, and to know the precise amount of my possei^^sions. 
There I found a case with two razors, which must have tra- 
velled post over the chins of ton generations, by tiie evidence 
of their wear and tear, with a strap to set them, and a bit* of 
soap. In addition to this, a coarse shirt quite new, a pair of 
my father’s shoes quite old, and wliat rejoiced me more than 
all the rest, a rouleau of twenty rials in a linen bag. Behold 
the sura total of my personals. You may conclude master 
Nicholas, tlie barber, to have reckoned a good deal on my in- 
genuity, by his turning me adrift with so slender u; provision. 
Yet a ducat and twenty rials, by way of fortune, was ^enough 
to turn the liead of a young man unaccustomed to money con- ’ 
corns. I fancied my stock of cash inexhaustible ; and purshed 
my journey in the sunshine of brilliant antitnpatioii, looking 
from time tojtime at the liilt of my rapier, while the blade was 
striking against the calf of my leg at every step, or tripping 
up my heels. 

In the evening I reached the village of Ataquiiiea with a very 
catholic stomacli. I put up at the inn ; and, as if I meant to 
‘ ^)end freely, asked, in a lofty tone, what there was for supper. 
The landlord examined my pretensions w itli his eye, and finaing 
according to wliat clolli my coat was cut, said Vth true publican’s 
civility— Yes, yes, my worthy master, you shall have no reason 
to complain ; we will treat you Tike a lord. With this assurance, 
he shewed me into a little room, whither he brought me, a 
quarter of an hour afterwards, a ragout made of a great he cat, 
on which I feasted w ith as famous an appetite as if it had been 
hare or rabbit. This excellent dish w'as w ashed dowra by so 
choice a w'ine, that the king had no better in his cellars, I found 
out, jhowever, that it was pricked ; but that w’asno hindrance to 
my doing it as much honour as the he cat. The last article in 
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thi^ntertainment for a lord was a bed better adapted to drive 
sleep away than to invite it. Figure it to yourself about the 
width of a coflSi^, and so short that I could not stretch my legs, 
though none of the longest. Besides, tb^re was neither mattivss 
nor feather bed, but merely a little straw sewed up in a slieot 
fo^ed double, which was laid down clean for every hundredth 
traveller, and served the other ninety-nine, one after another, 
without washing. Nevertheless, in such a bed, with a stomach 
distended to a surfeit by fricaseed cat, and then raked by sour 
wine, tlianks to youth and a good constitution, I slept soundly, 
and passed the night without being disturbed. 

On the following day, when 1 had breakfasted, and paid the 
reckoning as I had been treated, like a lord, I made but one atage 
to Segovia. On my arrival, 1 liad the good fortune to find a 
^shop, where they took me in for my board and lodging ; but T 
staid thve only six months ; a journeyman barber, with whom I 
got acquainted, was going to Madrid, and drew me in to set off 
with him. I had no diiliculty in procuring a situation on the 
same footing, as at Segovia. I got into a sliop of the very best 
custom. It is true, it was near the church of the Holy Cross, 
and that the neighbourhood of the Prince’s Theatre brouglit a 
great deal of business. My master, two stirring fellows and 
myself, could scarcely lather the chins of the people who came 
to be shaved. They wore of all trades and conditions ; among 
the rest, players and authors. One day, two persons of the last 
description hai)p«ned to meet. They began conversing about 
the poets arid pieces in vogue, when one of them mentioned my 
uncle’s iiamo ; a circumstance which drew my attention more 
particularly to their discourse. Don Juan do ijavalcta, said one, 
will never do any good as an author. A man of a cold genius, 
without a spark of fancy ! he has written himself down at a terri- 
ible rate by his last publication. And Louis Velez de Guevara, 
said the other, what has he done P A fine work to bring before 
the public ! Was there ever anything so wretched P ]'hcy men- 
tioned I know not how many poets besides, whose names I have 
forgotten : I only recollect that they said no good of them. As 
for my uncle, they made a more honourable mention of him, 
agjreeing that he was a personage of merit. Yes, said one, Don 
Pedro do la Fuenttvis an excellent author ; there is a sly humour 
in his compositions, blended wdtV solid sense, which communi- 
cates an attic jioignancy to tjlieir general effect. I am not surprised 
at his popularity both in court add city, nor at the pensions 
settled on him by the great. For many years past, said the 
\ other, ho has enjoyed a very large income. lie lives at the Duke 
de Medina Cell’s table, ana has an apartment in his honse, so 
that he is at no expense : he must be very well in the world. 

I lost not a syllable of what these poets were saying aboi^ fny 
uncle* Wo had l:!arnt in the family, that he made a noise in 

o 
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Madrid by bis works ; some travellers, passing tbrongb Olmv^do, 
bad told us so ; but as be took no notice of us, and seemed to 
have weaned himself from all natural ties, we oil our side lived 
in a^ state of perfect indifference about him. Yet nature will 
prevail : as soon as I had heard that he was in a fair way, and 
nad learned where he lived, I was tempted to go and call u]^n 
him. One thing staggered me a little ; the literati had styled 
him Don P6dro. iRiia don was an awkward circumstance : I 
had my doubts whether he might not be some other poet of the 
name, and not my uncle. Yet that appijehension did ndu damp 
my ardour. I thought he might have been ennobled for his wit, 
and determined to pay him a visit. For tliis purpose, with my 
mastoT^s leave, I tricked myself out one morning as well as I 
could, and sallied from our shop, a little proud of being nephew 
to a man who had gained so high a character by his genius. 
Barbers are not the most diffident people in the world. I began 
to conceive no mean opinion of myself ; and riding the high horse 
with all the arrogance of greatness, enquired my way to the Duke 
de Medina Cell’s palace. I rang at the gate, and said,. I wanted to 
speak with Signor Don Pedro dc la Fuenta. The porter pointed 
with his finger to a narrow staircase at the fag end of the court, 
and answered— Go up there, then knock at the first door on your 
right, I did as he directed me ; and knocked at a door. It was 
opened by a young man, whom I asked if those were the apart- 
ments of Signor Don Pedro dc la Fuenta. Yes, answered he, 
but you cannot speak to him at present. I should be ve*y glad, 
said I, just to say, How are you P I bring him news of his 
family. An you brought him news of the pope, replied he, I 
could not introduce you just now. He is writing, and while his 
wits are at work, he must not be disturbed. He will not be able 
to receive company till noon ; take a turn, and come back about 
that time. 

I departed, arul walked about town all the morning, incessantly 
meditating on the reception my uncle would give me. I think, 
said I w ithin myself, he will be overjoyed to see me. I measured 
his feelings by my own, and prepared myself for a very affecting 
discovery, f returned punctually to the appointed hour. Yor 
are just in time, said the servant : my master was going out 
Wait here a moment : I will announce you. ‘With tlieso words, 
he left me in the anti-cbambei;. He returned almost immedi 
ately. and shewed me into his master’s room. The^ face stnicl 
me all at once as a family likeliess. To be sure he was the very 
image of my uncle Thomas ; they might have been taken for twins 
I bowed down to the ground, and introduced myself as the son o 
Master Nicholas do la Fuenta, the barber of Olmedo. I likf 
wise informed him, that I had been working at ray father’s trad^ 
in Madrid, for these three weeks, as a journeyman, and intendec 
making the tour of Spain to complete my education. While < 
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was peaking, my uncle was evidently in a brown study. He 
seemed to doubt whether he should disown me at once, or get rid 
of me with somcuittle sacrifice to decency . The latter course he 
adopted. AflPecting the affable : Well, good kinsman, how 
are your father and your uncles P Do tliey get on in the world ? 
I rtfegan thereupon by laying before him the family knack at 
propagation. ^1 the children, male and female, called over by 
their names, with their godfathers and godmothers included in 
the list ! He took no extravagant interest in the particulars of 
my tale rbut leading to Jiis own purposes, Diego, replied he, I 
am quite of your mind. You should go from place to place, and 
3eo a variety of practice. I would not have you tarry longer at 
Madrid ; it is a very dangerous residence for youth : you may 
ict into bad habits, my sweet fellow. Other towns will suit you 
better ; the state of society in the provinces is more patriarchal 
md philosophical. Determine on emigration ; and when your 
ieparture is fixed, come and take your leave. I will contriDute 
a pistole to the tour of Spain. vVitli this kind assurance, he 
banded me ou^; of the room, and sent me pa(*king. 

I had not worldly wisdom enough to find out that he wanted 
to get quit of me. I went back to our shop, and gave my master 
an account of the visit I had paid. He looked no deeper tlian 

K into Signor Don Pedro's motives, and observed : I cannot 
ffering from your wortliy uncle, so far from advising you 

1 0 travel the provinces, the real thing wouhl be, in my opinion, 
0 give yGu av^omtortahle settlement in tliis city. He is hand in 
;love \vitli the first people ; it is an easy matter for him to 
^stablishyou in a great family; and lliat is a fortune at once. 
Struct with this lucky discovery, which seemed to settle the 

! >int without difficulty, I called on iny uncle again two days 
rerwards, and made a modest proposal to him for a situation 
)out some leading character at court. 13ut tlio liiiit was not 
ken kindly. A proud man, living at free quarters among the 
,.;eat, and dining with tliem in a family party, did not exactly 
rish that, while he ^vas sitting at my lord’s table, liis nephew 
hould be a guest in the 8er\'ant8’ liall. Little Diego might oring 
scandal on Signor Don Pedro. He had no hesitation tlierefore 
1 fairly turning me Qut of doors, and that with a Ilea in my (‘ar. 
Miat, you little rascal, said lie in a fit of extravagance, do you 
lean to relinquish your calling .P iiegonc, I consign you to the 
eptile whose j)fernicious counsels wili bo your ruin. Take your 
3ave of these premises, and never set your foot on them again, 
r you shall have the reception you deserve ! I was absolutely 
Umed at this language, and still more at the peremptory tone 
iy%ncle assumed. With tears in my eyes I withdrew, quite 
^ ercome by his severity. Yet, as I had always been lively ami 
>nfident in my temper, I soon wiped away my tears. My grief 
as even turned into resentment, and I determined to take no 



84 


OIL BLAS. 


further notice of this unnatural relative, waose kind offices I had 
hitherto been contented to want. 

My attention was henceforth directed to the doltivation of my 
prpfessional tnlent ; I was Quite a plodding fellow at my trade. 

I scraped away all day ; and in the evening, by way of relief to 
my scraping, 1 twanged the guitar. My master on that insikru- 
ment was an old Senor Esmdero whom I shaved. He taught 
me music in return ; and he was an adept. To bo sure he had 
formerly been a chorister in a cathedral. His name was Marcos 
do Obregon. He was a man of the w^rld, with goo# natural 
parts and acquired knowledge, which jointly induced him to fix 
on nie as an adopted son. He was engaged as an attendant on 
a physician’s lady, resident within thirty yards of our house. I 
went to him in the evening, when shop was shut, and we two, 
sitting on the threshold of 9ie door, made up a little concert noU 
displeasing to the neighbourhood. It was* not that oar voices 
were very fine ; but in thrumming on the catgut, we made a 
pretty regular accompaniment to our duet, and filled up the 
harmony sufficiently for the gratification of our hearers. Our 
music w'as particularly agreeable to Donna Mergelina, the phy- 
sician’s wife ; she came into the passage to hear us, and some- 
times encored us in her favourite airs. Her husband did not 
interfere with her amusement. Though a Spaniard and in years, 
he was not possessed with jealousy ; besides, his profession took 
up all his time ; and as he came home in the evening, worn out 
with his numerous visits, he went to bed at arf early ho»ir, with- 
out troubling liimself about his wife or our concerts. Possibly, 
if ho thought about tlnmi at all, he might consider then/ as little 
likely to produce dangerous consequences. He had an additional ' 
security in his wife. Mergelina was young and handsome with 
a witness ; but of so fierce a modesty, that she started at the 
very shadow of a man. How could he take umbrage at an amuse- 
ment of so harmless and decorous a nature P He gave us leave 
to sing our hearts out. 

One evening, as I came to the physician’s door, intending to 
take my usual recreation, I found the old squire waiting for me. 
Ho took me by the hand : saying that he wished to take a little 
walk with me, before we struck up our little concert. At the 
same time he drew me aside into a by-8tree% where, finding an 
opportunity of opening his mind : Diego, my good lad, said he 
with a melancholy air, I want to giv& you a hint in private. I 
much fear, my good and amiable youth, that we shall both have 
reason to repent of begLiling^ our evenings with little musical 
parties at my master’s door. Kely^'on my sincere friendship: 
do not grudge your lessons in singing and on the guitar; ^ 
I could have foreseen the storm now brewing, in the name of 
charity ! I would have selected some other spot to communicate 
my instructions. This address alarmed me. I entreated tbe 
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eentle squire to be more explicit, and to tell me what wc had to 
rear ; for I was no Hector, and the tour of Spain was not yet 
finished. I wil^ relate to you, replied he, what it concerns you 
to know, that you may take proper measure of our present 
danger. 

^jVhen I got mto the service of the physician, about a year 
^ 0 , he said one morning, after having introduced me to his wife ; 
Tiiere, Marcos, you see your mistress ; that is the lady you are 
to accompany in all her peregrinations. I was smitten with Don- 
na Mergclina ; she was lovely in the extreme, a model for an 
artist, and her jprincipaf attraction was the pleasantness of her 
deportment. Honoured air, replied I to the physician, it ip too 
great a happiness to be in the train of so charming a lady. My 
answer was taken amiss by Mcrgclina, who said rather crustily, 
A pleasant gentleman this! He is perfectly free and easy. 
Believe me ! Bis fiue speeches may go a begging for me. These 
words, dropped from such lovely lips, seemed rather inconsistent ; 
the manners and ideas of bumpkins and dairymaids coupled 
with all the., graces of the most lovely woman in the world ! 
As for her Husband, he was used to her ways ; and, hugging 
himself on the unrivalled character of his rib, Marcos, said he, 
my wife is a miracle of chastity. Then, observing her put on 
her veil, and make herself ready to go to mass, he told me to 
attend on her at church. We w ere no sooner in the street than 
we met, and it was no wonder, blades w ho, struck with Donna 
Mergellna’s gentpel carriage, told her a tliousand flattering tales 
as they passed by. She was not backward in her answers ; but 
silly and ill-timed, beyond what you can conceive. Tlicy were 
all iu amaze, and could not imagine how a woman should take it 
amiss to be complimented. Why really ! madam, said T to her 

first, you had better be silent, or shut your ears to their .ad- 
dresses, than reply wdth asperity. No, no, replied slic : I will 
teach these coxcombs, that 1 am not a w oman to put up w ith 
impertinence. In short, her absurdity w ent so far, that I could 
not help telling her my mind, at the hazard of lier displeasure. 

I gave ner to understand, yet with the greatest jiossible caution, 
that she was unjust to nature, whose handiwork slie marrt'd by 
her preposterous ferocity ; that a w’oman of mild and polished 
manners might insi^ire love without the aid of beauty ; whereas 
the loveliest of the sex, divested of female softness, was in danger 
of becoming^ the public scorn. To this ratiocination, I added 
collateral ar^ments, always directed to the amendment of her 
manners. After having moralized to no purpose, I was afraid 
my freedom might exasperate ray mistress, and draw upon mo 
a ynft taunting repartee. Nevertheless she did not mutiny against 
myldvice ; but silently rendered it of no avail, and thus we 
went on from day to day. • 

1 was wear} of pointing out her errors to no purpose, and gave 
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her up to the ferocious temperament of her nature. Yet, could i 
you think it P the savage humour of that proud woman is en- ' 
tirely changed within these two months. She has a kind word 
for ml the world, and manners the most accommodating. It is no 
longer the same Mergdina who gave such homely answers to the 
compliments of her swains : she is become assailable by flattwv ; 
loves to be told she is handsome, that a man cannot look at iier 
without paying for it : her ears itch for fine speeches, and she I 
is become a very woman. Such a change is almost inconceiv- ^ 
able : and the best of the joke is, that you are the worker of this | 
unparalleled miracle. Yes, my dear ttego, it is you who have 
transformed Donna Mergelina ; you have softened down the 
tigress into a domestic animal ; in a word, you have made her j 
feeL«- I have observed it more than once ; and never trust my ’ 
knowledge of the sex, if she is not desperately in love with you. jl 
Such, my dear boy, is the melancholy news ^ nave to cpmmuni- J 
cate, the awkward predicament in which we stand. ’ 

I do not see, said I* in my turn to the old man, that there is 
any thing so melancholy in this accident, or any peculiar awk- 
wardness in being the object of a pretty woman s pakiality. Ah ! 
Diego, replied he, you argue like a young man : you only 8ee‘the 
bait, without guarding against the hook : pleasure is your lure ; 
while my thoughts are directed to the unpleasant circumstances 
attending it. Murder will out. If you go on singing at our 
door, you will provoke Morgelina*s passion ; and she probably, 
losing* all command over herself, will betray h^r weakness to her 
husband, Doctor Oloroso. That wretched husband, complying 


now that he thinks there is no ground for jealousy, will run wild, 
take signal vengeance upon her, and perhaps play some dog^s ^ 
trick or other to you and me. Well then ! rejoined I, your^rea- 
sons shall be conclusive with me, and your sage counsels my rule. 
Lay down the line of conduct I am to adopt, for the prevention 
of any left-handed catastrophe. We will have no more concerts, 
was his peremptory decree. Do not show yourself any more to 
my mistress : when the sight of you does not inflame her, she 
will recover her composure. Stay within doors : I will call in 
upon you, and we will torture the guitar with impunity. With 
all my heart, said I, and I will never set my foot again in your 
premises. In good truth, I was determined to serenade no longer 
before the physician’s door, but henceforth to keep within the 
precincts of my shop, since my ^attractions as a man were so for- 
midable. , 

In the meantime good Squire Marcos, with all his prudence, 
experienced in the course of a few days that the plan he had de- 
vised to (mench Donna Mergelina’s flame produced a directly 
opposite enect. The lady on the second night not hearing*!]^ 
Bing, asked why we had discontinued our concerts, and the reason 
of my absence. He told her I was so busy as not to have a mo« 
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ment to spare for relaxation. She seemed satisfied with that 
exCuse, and for three days lonpfer bore the disappointment of all 
her hopes lili^ a heroine ^ but at the end of that period, my 
martyr to the tender passion lost all patience, and said to her ^ 
conductor — ^You are playing false witil me, Marcos ; Diego has 
imt discontinued his visits without a cause. This mystery must 
^ unravelled. Speak, I command you ; conceal nothing from 
me. Madam, answered ho, making use of another subterfuge, 
since the truth must be told, it has often happened to him to find 
the cloth taken away at home after the concert ; he cannot run 
the risk any longer o5 going to bed without liis supper. What, 
without his supper ! exclaimed she in an agony, why did not you 
tell me so sooner P Go to bed without his supper ! Oh ! the 
poor little sufferer ! Go to him this instant, and let hiiH come 
again this evening ; he shall not go home starving any more, 
there shall always^be a luncheon for him. 

What do I hoar ? said the squire, affecting astonishment at 
this language ; oh heaven, what a reverse ! Is this you, madam, 
and^^are these your sentiments P Well-a-day ! Since wlien are 
you so compassionate and tender-hearted P Since, replied she 
significantly, since you have lived in this house, or rather since 
you disapproved my disdainful manners, and have laboured to 
soften the acrimony of my temper. But, alas ! added she, in a 
melting mood, I nave gone from one extreme to the other. 
Proud and insensible as I was, I am become too susceptible, too 
tender. I am enamoured of your young friend Diego, and I can- 
not help myseli ; his absence, far from allaying my ardouif only 
adds fuel to the fire. Is it possible, resumed the old man, that 
a young fellow witli neither face nor person should have inspired 
soPstrong a passion P I could make allowance for your feelings, 
if they had been set afloat by some nobleman of distinguished 

merit Ah ! Marcos, interrupted Mergelina, I am not like 

the rest of my sex; or rather, spite of your long experience, your 
penetration is but shallow if you fancy merit to have much snare 
m our choice. Judging by myself, wo all leap before w'o look. 
Love is a mental derangement, forcibly drawing ail our views 
and attachments into one vortex; a species of hydrophobia. 
Have done then with your hints that Diego is not worthy of my 
tenderness ; thatb^he has it is enough, to invest him with a thou- 
sand perfections too ectherial for your gross sight, and perhaps 
too unsubstantial for any but a Dover's perception. In\ain you 
disparage Eis features or his statue; in my eyes he was created 
to undo, and encircled by the hand of nature with the glories of 
the opening day. Nay, more, there is a thrilling sweetness in 
his voice ; his touch on the guitar has the taste of an amateur, 
and the execution of a professor. But, madam, subjoined Marcos, 
do you consider who Diego is P The meanness of his station 
My own is very little better, interrupted she aJgaiDj 
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though were I of noble birth, it would make no difference 
sensations. 

The result of that conference was that the sq> ire, concluding 
he should make no impression on the mind of his mistress, gave 
ovej: struggling with hei obstinacy, as a skilful pilot runs before 
the storm, though it carries him out to sea from his intendjd 
port. He did more : to satisfy his patroness he paid me a visit, 
took me aside, and after having related what had passed between 
them—You sec, Diego, said he, that we cannot dispense with the 
performance of our concerts at Mergelina's door. AbsrJutely, 
my friend, that lady must see you agaiS ; otherwise she may 
comn^Jt some act of desperation fatal to her good name. I was 
not inexorable, but answered Marcos that i would attend with 
my guitar early in the evening ; and dispatched him to his mis- 
tress with the happy tidings. He executed his office, and the 
impassioned- dame was out of her wits with joy, in the delicious 
prospect of hearing and seeing mo in a few hours. 

A most disagreeable circumstance, however, was very near 
disappointing her in that hope. I could not leave |i,ome before 
night, and for my sins, it was dark as pitch. I went groping 
along the street, and had got, may be, half way, when down irdin 
a window came upon my head the contents of a perfuming pan, 
whicli did not tickle my olfactory nerves very pleasantly. I may 
say that not a whiff was wasted, so exactly had the giver taken 
measure of the receiver. In this situation 1 was at a loss on 
what to resolve : to go back by the way I cam.'?, what an exlii- 
bitiot before my comrades ! It was surrendering mj self to all 
their nasty witticisms. Then again, go to Mergelina in such a 
glorious trim, that hurt my feelings on the other side. I de- 
termined, at length, to get on towards the physician’s. The old 
usher was waiting for me at the door. He said that Doctor 
Oloroso was gone to bed, and wo might amuse ourselves as we 
liked. I answered that the first thing was to purify my drapery, 
at the same time relating my misfortune. He seemed to feel for 
me, and shewed me into a hall where his mistress was sitting. 
As soon as the lady got wind of my adventure, and had confirmed 
the testimony of lier nose by the evidence of her eyes, she 
mourned over mo as grievously as if my miseries had been mor- 
tal ; then, apostrophising the absent cause of ny foul array, she 
uttered a thousand imprecations. Well, but Madam! said 
Marcos, ao moderate this ecsta8y of grief ; consider that such 
casualties will happen, there is .no occasion to take on so bitterly. 
Why, exclaimed she with vehemence, why would you debar me 
from the privilege of weeping over the injuries of this tender 
lamb, this dove without gall, who does not so much as murmur 
at the affront he has sustained? Alas ! why am I not a man at 
this moment to avenge him ! 

She uttered numberless soothing expressions besides, to mark 
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JistiBctly the excess of her devotion, and her actions corresponded 
'iViih her words ; for while ^rcos was employed in wiping mo 
down with a toi^l,,sho ran into her chamber and bronglit out a 
box furnished with every variety of perfumes. She burned sweet- 
smelling drugs, and perfumed my clothes with them, after which 
bIk^ drenched me in a deluge of essences. The fumigation and 
aspersion ended, this bountiml lady went herself and fetched from 
the kitchen bread, wine, and Bome good slices of roast mutton, 
Bet by on purpose for me. She forced me to cat, and taking a 
pleasurtT in waiting on ^e, sometimes carved for me, and some- 
times filled my glass, in spite of all that Marens and myself could 
do to anticipate her condescension. When I hud done supper, 
the gentlemen of the orcliestra struck the key note, and tuned 
their sweet voices to the pitch of their guitars. Wo play ceP and 
Sling to the heart’s delight of jVlergelina. To be sure we took 
care to carol none but amorous ditties ; and as we sung, I every 
now and then leered at her with such a roguisli meaning, as to 
throw'oil upon the fire, for the game began to be interesting. 
The concert, -though the acts were long, was not tedious. As for 
tliCt. lady, to wlioni hours seemed to liy like seconds, she could 
have been content to exhaust the night in listening, if tlie old 
squire, with wliom the seconds seemed to lag like hours, had not 
hinted how late it w as. She gave him the trouble of enforcing 
liis moral on the lapse of time by at least ten repetitions. But 
slie was in tlie liands of a man not to be turned aside from bis 
purpose: he let her have no rest till 1 was gone. Sensible and 
provident as he w’as, seeing his mistress given up to a mad pas- 
sion, he-dreaded lest our harmony slioulil be resolved by some 
tliscord. His fears were ominous : the physician, whether bis 
mind misgave him of some foul play, or the spirit of jealousy, 
hitherto on its good behaviour, had a mind to harass him gra- 
tuitously, bethought himself of quarrelling with our concerts. 
He did more, he put a broad negative upon them ; and, without 
assigning his reasons for acting in tJiis violojt way, declared that 
lie would suffer no more strangers to come about his premises. 

Marcos acouainted me with this mortifying declaration, par- 
ticularly levelled against my rising hopes. 1 had begun bob- 
bing at this dainty cherry, and did not like to lose my game. 
Nevertheless, to u*t;t the part of a faithful reporter and true 
historian, I must own my impatience did not affect wy liealth or 
Sjpirita. Nob so with Me^geiina, her feelings were more alive 
than ever, My dear Marcos, said she to her usher, it is only 
from you that 1 look for succour. Contrive, I beseech you, that 
I may see Hiego in private- What do you required asked the 
man with a reproachful accent. I have been but too indul- 
■at to you, I am not a person to crown your wanton wishes 
■the expense of my master’s honour, your good fame, and pij 
p eternal infamy ; the infamy of a man whose past life hae 
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been one continued series of faithful service and exemplar]^, con- « 
duct. I had rather leave the fmily than stay in it on such 
scandalous eonditions. Alas ! Marcos, interi(ipted the lady, 
frightened out of her ^wits at these last words, you wring my 
heart by talking in this maner. Obdurate man ! Can you bear 
the thought of sacrificing her who lays all her present agony to 
your account? Give me back my former pride, and that savage 
soul you have taken from me. Why am I no longer happyin 
my very imperfections P I might now have been at peace, but 
your rash counsels have robbed me of the repose I then^nioyed. 
You, the corrector of mv manners, Lave tampered witn my 

morals But why do 1 rave, unhappy wretch as I am P whyi 

upbraid you thus wrongfully P No, my guardian angel, you are^ 
not'*the fatal source of all my miseries ; my evil destiny had de- 
creed these tortures to await me. Lay not to heart, I conjure j 
you on my knees, these transports of a disordered imagination, ' 
Oh mercy ! my passion drives me mad, have compassion on my 
weakness » you are my sole support and stay : if then jny lim 
is not indlfierent to you, deny me not your aid. ^ 

At these words her tears flowed in fresh torrents, and stifled 
her lugubrious accents. She took out her handkerchief, and 
throwing it over her face, fell into a chair, like a person overcome 
by her affliction. Old Marcos, who was perhaps one of the most 
tractable go-betweens in the world, could no longer steel his 
heart against so touching a spectacle. Pierced to the quick, ho 
even mingled his tears with those of his mist/ress, and, spoke to 
her in a softened tone— Ah ! madam, why are you thus bewitch- 
ing ! I cannot hold out against your sorrowful complsints, my 
virtue yields under the pressure of my pity. I promise you all '' 
the relief in my power. No longer do I marvel at the oblivious 
influence of passion over duty, since mere sympathy can mislead 
my footsteps from its thorny paths. Thus did this pander, whose 
past life had been one continued series of faithful service and exem- 
plary conduct, sell himself to the devil to feed Mergelina’s illicit 
flame. One morning ho came and talked over the whole business 
with me, saying at his departure, that he had a scheme in his head, 
to bring about a private interview between us. At the thought my 
hopes were all re-kindled, but they glimmered tremblingly in 
the socket at a piece of news I heard two hf.urs afterwards. A 
journeyman apothecary in the neighbourhood, one of our cus- 
tomers, came in to be shaved. While I was mt^king ready to 
trim his bushy honours, ho said— Master Diego, do you know 
anything about your friend, th^old usher, Marcos de ObregonP 
Is not he going to leave Doctor Oloi'oso P I said no. But he is 
though, replied he ; he will get his dismission this very day. 
His master and mine were taikmg about it just now in my hear- 
ing, and their conversation was to the following effect -Signor 
Apnntador, said the physician, 1 have a favour to beg of you. 1 
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anyiot easy about au old usher of mine, and should like to place 
my wife under the eye of a trusty, strict, and vigilant duenna. 
I understand ^ou, interrupted my master. You want Dame 
Melancia, my wife’s directress, ana indeed mine for the last six 
weeks, since i have been a widower. Aough she would be very 
u|pful to me in housewifery, I give her up to you, from a paramount 
regard to your honour. You may rely upon lier for the security 
of your brow ; she is the phcenix of the duenna tribe — a spring- 
and a man-trap set in the purlieus of female chastity. Du- 
ring twlve whole years that she was about my wife, whose youth 
and beauty, you know,^ere not without their attractions, I never 
saw the least semblance of manhood within my doors. No, no ! 
By all the powers ! That game was not so easily played. And 
yet I must let you know that the departed saint, heaven r<?Bt her 
soul ! had in the outset a great hankering after the delights of 
the flesV ; hut Dame Melancia cast her in a new mould, and re- 
generated her to virtue and self denial. In short, such a guardian 
of tl^ weaker sex is a treasure, and you will never have done 
thanking for my precious gift. Hereupon *llie doctor ex- 
pressed his rapture at the issue of the conference ; and they 
agreed, Signor Apuntador and he, on the duenna’s succeeding 
the old usher on this very day. 

This news, which I tiiought probable, and turned out to be 
true, disturbed the pleasurable ideas, just beginning to flow 
afresh, and renovate my soul. After dinner, Marcos completed 
the co^ijvulsion, by confirming the young drug-pounder s story : 
My dear Diego, said tlie good squire, I am heartily glad that 
Doctor* Oloroso has turned me off ; it spares me a world of trou- 
ble^ Besides that it hurt my feelings to be invested with the 
office of a spy, endless must have been the shifts and subterfuges 
to bring you and Mergelina together in private. We shouhl 
have been rarely gravelled ! Thanks to heaven, I am set free 
from all such perplexing cares, to say nothing of their attendant 
danger. On your part, my dear boy, you ought to be comforted 
for the loss of a few soft moments, which must havo been dog- 
ged at the heels by a thousand fears and vexations. 1 relished 
Marcos' sermon well enough, because my hopes were at an end, 
the game was lost. I was not, it must bo confessed, among the 
nunAer of those riubbom lovers who bear up against every im- 
pediment ; but though I had been so, Dame Melancia would 
have made qie let go my^ hold.* The established character of 
that duenna would have daunted the adventurous spirit of a 
knight-errant. Yet, in whatever colours this phenix of the du- 
enna tribe might have beeiv painted, 1 had reason to know, two 
or three days afterwards, that the physician’s lady had unset the 
man-trap and spring gun, and given a stop to this watch-dog of 
lubrioity. As 1 was going out to shave one of our neighbours, 
a civil old gentlewoman stopped me in the street, and asked a 
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my name wag Diego de la Fuenta. I said, Yes, That being the 
case, replied she, 1 have a little business with you. Place your- 
self this evening at Donna Mergelina’s door ; a^i when you are 
there, give a signal, and. you shSl be let in. Vastly well ! said 
I, what must the signarneP I can take off a cat to the life: 
suppose I was to mew a certain number of times P The v^jry 
thing, replied this Iris of intrigue; I will carry back your 
answer. Your most obedient, Signor Diego ! Heaven protect 
the sweet youth ! Ah ! you are a pretty one ! By St. Agnjjs, I 
wish I was but sweet fifteen, 1 would not go to market fcr other 
folks ! With this hint, the old procures^ waddled out of sight. 

You may be sure this message put me in no small flutter. 
Where DOW was the morality of Marcos? I waited for night i 
with Vmpaticnce, and, calculating the time of Doctor Oloroso’s 
going to bed, took my station at his door. There I set up my > 
caterwauling, till you might hear me over so far off, to the cter- \ 
nal honour of the master who instructed me in that imitative 
irt. A moment after, Mergelina opened the door softly with her 
3wn dear liands, and shut it again with me on the inside. We 
went into the hall, wliere our last concert liad been performed. 
It was dimly lighted by a small lamp, which twinkled in file 
chimney. We sat down side by side, and began our tender par- 
ley, each of us overcome by our emotions, but with this diner- 
. ence ; that hers were all inspired by pleasure, while mine were 
somewhat tainted by fear, in vain did the divinity of my ador- 
ations assure me, that we had nothing to fear fopm her hi^sbani 
I felt the access of an ague, whicli unmanned my vigour. Ma- 
dam, said I, liow have you eluded the vigilance of your diroctressP 
After what I have heard of Dame Melancia, I could not bjave 
conceived it possible for you to contrive the means of sending 
me any intelligence, much less of seeing mo in private. Domia 
Mergelina smiled at this remark, and answered ; You will no 
longer bo surprised at our being together to-night, when I tell 
you what has passed between my duenna and me. As soon as 
she came to her place, my husband paid her a thousand compli- 
ments, and said to me : Mergelina, I consign you to the guidance 
of this wary lady, herself an abstract of all the virtues : in this* 
glass you may look without a blush, and array yourself in habits 
of wisdom. This extraordinary personage haw for these twelve 
years been a light to the ways of an apothecary’s wife of my ac- 
quaintance ; but how has she been a light to them ? why as 

ways never were enlightened before : she turned a very slippery 
piece of mortal flesh into a downright nun. 

This panegyric, not belied by the nmtere mien of Dame Me- 
lancia, cost me a flood of tears, and reduced me to despair. I 
fancied the din of eternal lectures from morning till ni^t, and 
daily rebukes too harsh to be endured. In short, I laid my ac- 
count in a life of wretchedness, beyond the patience of a wonuui. 
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Kespine no measures in the expectation of such cruel sufferings, 
I 8^ bluntly to the duenna, the moment I was alone with her ; 
You mean, no loubt, to exercise your tyranny most wantonly on 
my poor person ; but I cannot bear much severity, I warn you 
before-hand. I give you moreover fair notice, that I shall as 
Bj^age as you can be. My heart cherishes a passion, which not 
all your remonstrances shall tear from it ; so you may act accord- 
ingly. Watch me as closely as you please ; it is hard if I can- 
outwit such an old thing as you. At these taunting words, 
I X Vufht this saracon in petticoats was going to give mo a spe- 
cimtu of her discipline But so far from it, she smoothed her 
brow, relaxed her surly features, and primming up her mouth 
/ into a smile, promulgated this comfortable doctrine : Your tem- 
per charms me, and your frankness calls for a return. W^^must 
I have been made for one another. Ah ! lovely Mergelina, little 
do yourfathom my character, to be deceived hy the line compli- 
ments of your husband the Doctor, or hy my Tartar contour ! 
Thei^ never was a creature more fortified against moral pre- 

i ’udices ! My inducement for getting into the service of jealous 
Li^sbands is to lend myself to the enjoyments of their pretty 
wives. Long have I trodden the stage of life in masquerade ; 
and I may call myself doubly happy, in tlie spiritual rewards of 
virtue, and the temporal indulgences of the opposite side. Be- 
tween ourselves, mine is the system of all mankind in the long 
run. Eeal virtue is a very expensive article ; plated goods looK 
just aft well, anti are within the reach of all purchasers. 

Put yoftrself under my direction. Wo will make Doctor 
Oloroso pay the piper to our dancing, or I am no duenna. By 
\ troth, he shall go the way of Signor Amuitador and all man- 
kind. There is no reason why the forehead of a physician sliould 
!)• smoother than the brow of an apothecary. Poor dear Apun- 
tador ! What fun liave we had with him, his wife and I ! A 
charming woman, that wife of his ! A dear little creature, open 
to all mankind, and prejudiced by none I Well ! she is at peace, 
and has not left her fellow behind her ! Take my word, short 
as her time was, she made the most of it. Let me see how many 
rampant chaps have been brought to their bearings in that house, 
without the dear deluded husband being waked out of his even- 
ing’s nap ! Now, ftiadam, you may sec me in my true light ; and 
assure yourself, whatever might^be the abilities of your old usher, 
you will not fare the worae for going further. If he was a benefit 
to you, I shall be a blessing. • 

You may judge for yourself, Diego, continued Morgelina, how 
well I took it of the duenna, that shc^laid herself open so frankly, 

1 had taken her virtue to be of the impenetrable cMt. Look you 
now, how much women are liable to be scandalized. But her 
character of plain dealing won my heart at once. I throw my 
anna about her neck in a rapture, which bespoke my warm and 
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tender feelings at the thoughts of such a mother abbess. 1 Mye 
her carte blanche of all my private thoughts, and put in mr a 
speedy t^te-a-t6te with your own dear self She^met me on my 
,own ground. This ver^ morning she engaged the old woman 
who spoke to you, to takeHhe field : she is an old stager, a yeteran 
in the service of the apothecary’s wife. But the best of the jo|e 
in this comedy, added she in a paroxysm of laughter is that 
Melancia, on my assurance that my husband’s habit is to pass 
tlie night without stirring, is gone to bed by his side, and drones 
out my useless office at this moment. ,/8o much the '‘Worse, 
madam, said I then to Mergelina ; your device is more plausible 
than profitable. Your husband is very likely to wake, and dis- 
cover the fraud. He will not discover anything about it, replied 
she w!lh no little urgency : set your heart at rest about that, and 
let not an empty fear poison the fountains of a pleasure, which 
ought to drown every vulgar and earthly consideration in the 
arms of a young lady who is yours for ever and ever. 

The old doctor’s help-mate, finding that her assurances- had 
little effect upon my courage, left no stone unturned to put me 
in heart again ; and she had so many encouraging ways with hey, 
that a very coward must have plucked up a little. My thoughts 
were all with Jupiter and Alcmena ; but at the very moment 
that the urchin Cupid, with his train of smiles and antics, was 
weaving a garland to compliment the crisis of our endeavours, 
we were stopped in our career by an imnortunate knocking at 
the street door. In a moment, away flew love a:.d all his '*ovey, 
like game at the report of a fowling piece. Mergelina popped 
me like an article or household furniture under the ham table, 
blew out the lamp, and, by previous agreement with 
governess, in the event of so unlucky an accident, placed herself 
at the door of her husband’s bedchamber. In the mean time, 
the knocking continued with reiterated violence, till the whole 
house resounded. The physician awoke suddenly, and called 
Melancia. The duenna flung hcrsalf out of bed, though the 
doctor, taking her for his wife, begged of her not to disturb her- 
self She ran to her mistress, who, catching hold of her in the 
dark, began calling Melancia I and told her to go and see who 
was at the door. Madam, answered the directress, here I am at 
your service, go to bed again if you please ; you shall soon know 
who it is. During this parley Mergelina having undressed, got 
into bed to the doctor, who nad not the least suspi'^ion of the 
farce that was playing. To be tmre the stage was darkened, and 
the actresses had very little occasion for a prompter ; one of 
them was familiar with the boards, and the other wanted only a 
rehearsal or two to be perfect in her part. 

The duenna, in her night gown, made her appearance soon 
after, with a candle in her hand — Good doctor, said she to her 
master, har e the goodness to get up. Our neii^hbour Femandei 
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ie Bsendia, the bookseller, is in an apoplectic fit : you are sent 
for; time press^. The physician got on his clothes as fast at 
he could, and Ti^lnt out. His wife, in her bed gown, came into 
the hall with the duenna. They dragg^ me from under the 
table more dead than alive. You have nothing to fear, Diego, 
said Mergelina, put yourself in proper order. At the same time 
she told me how things were in two words. She had half a mind 
to renew our amorous intercourse ; but the directress knew better. 
Madam, said she, your husband may possibly be too late to help 
the boolfceller to tne otlier world, and then he will return imme- 
diately. Besides, added! she, observing me benumbed with frij^ht, 
it would be all lost labour upon this poor youth ! He is not»in a 
condition to answer your demands. You had better send liim 
home, and defer the debate till to-morrow evening. Donna 
kMergelina was sorry for the delay, as well knowing that a bird 
^n hand is worth two in the bush ; and I flatter myself she was 
disanpointed at not putting a cuckold’s nightcap on the doctor’s 
head.® 

As for meatless grieved at having drawn a blank in the lottery 
of Jove, than rejoiced at getting my neck out of an halter, I re- 
turned to my master’s, where I passed the remainder of the night 
in moralizing on the scene I had left. For some time, I was in 
doubt whether to keep my appointment on tlie following evening. 
I thought it was a foolish business from first to last ; but the 
devil, who is always lurking for his prey, or rather taking pos- 
session 4 )f us as his lawful property, whispered in my ear that I 
should be a* great fool to pack up my alls when the prize was 
falling into my hands. Mergelina too with opening and un- 
\ fathomable charms ! The exquisite pleasures that awaited me ! 
I dotormined to stick to my text ; and promising myself a larger 
share of self-possession, took my station the next ev<‘nirig, at the 
doctor’s door, between eleven and twelve, in a most spirit-stirring 
humour. The heavens were completely darkened, not a star to 
prate of my whereabout. I mewed twice or thrice to give warning 
of my being in the street ; and, as no one answered my signal, I 
was not satisfied w ith going over the old ground, but ran up and 
down the cat’s gamut from bass to treble, and from treble to 
bass, just as I used to sol fa with a shepherd of Olmedo. [ 
tuned my fundamental bass so musically, that a neighbour on 
his return home, taking me for oqe of those animals whose mow- 
ings, I counterfeited, picked up an unlucky flint lying at liis feet, 
and threw it at me with all his fdree, saying — The devil fetch 
that tom cat ! I received the blow on my head, and w^as so stunned 
for thelmoment, that I was fery near falling backwards. 1 foimd 
the skin was broken. This was enough in all conscience to give 
me a surfeit of gallantry ; so that, my passion oozing out with my 
blood, I made the best of my way homewards, where 1 rendered 
night hiieoos by my howling, aud knocked all the family up. My 
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master probed my wound, and played the true ^ur^on on k; he 
pronounced the consequences to be uncertain^ He did aU he 
could to make them certain ; but flesh will heii in spite of the 
faculty ; and there was not a scar remaining in three weeks. 
During all this time, i heard not a w'ord from Mergelina. The 
probability is that Dame Malancia, to wean her impure thoughts 
from me, engaged her in some better sport. However, I did 
not concern myself about the matter ; but left Madrid to con- 
tinue my tour of Spain, as soon as I found myself perfectly 
recovered. 

Cu. ,yni . — The meeting of Gil Bias and his companion with a man 
soaking crusts of bread at a spring^ and the particulars of their cow- ’’ 
vefmiion. 

Signor Diego de la Fuenta related some other adventures which! 
had since happened to liim ; but they were so little worthy of\ 
preservation, that I sliall pass them by in silence. Yet there ' 
was no getting rid of the recital, which was tedious eu Dugh : 
it lasted as far as Ponte de Duero. We halted in that town the 
remainder of the day. Our commons at the inn consisted pf a 
vegetable soup, and a roast hare, whose genus and species we 
took especial pains to verify. At daybreak on the following 
morning we resumed our journey, after having replenished our 
flask witli some very tolerable wine, and our wallet with some 
pieces of bread, and half the hare ^ve had left at supper, 

When we had gone about two leagues, we waaed hungry ; and, 
espying at about two hundred yards from the high road some 
spreading trees, which tlirew an agreeable shade over the plain, 
we made up to the spot, and rested on our arms. There wq^inet * 
with a man from seven to eight and twenty, who was dipping^ 
crusts of bread into a spring. He had a long sword lying byhini 
on the OTass, witli a soldier’s knapJiack, of which he had eased 
his shoiuders. We thought his air and person better than his 
attire. We accosted him with civility; and he returned our 
salutation. He then oflered us his crusts, and asked with a smile 
if we would take potluck with him. We answered in the affirma- 
tive, provided he had no objection to our clubbing our own 
breakfast, by way of making the meal more substantial. He 
agreed to it with the utmost readiness, and w a immediately pro- 
duced our provisions ; which were not unacceptable to the stran- 
ger. What is all this, gentlemen, exolaimed he in 9^ transport of 
joy, hero is ammunition for to army ! By your forecast, you 
must be commissaries or quartermasters. 1 do not travel wdlh 
so much contrivance, for my part ; but depend a good ideal on 
the chances of the road. At the same time, though appearances ' * 
may be against me, I can say, without vanity, that I sometimes 
mai'3 a very brilliant figure in the world. Would you believe 
that princely honours are commonly bestowed on me, and that 
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I have guards in attendance ? I comprehend you, said Diego ; 
you iaean to telJlus, you are a player. You guess right, replied 
the other ; I lia|e been an actor for these fifteen years at least. 
From my very infancy, I was sent on the boards in children’s 

S arts. To deal freely, rejoined the bar'iJer, shaking his head, I 
0 iiot believe a word of it. I know the players ; those gentry 
do not travel on foot, like you, nor do they mess with 8 t. Anthony, 
I doubt whether you are anything better than a candle-snufier. 
You may, quoth the son of Thespis, think of mo as you please ; 
but my jjarts, for all that, are in the first line ; I play the lovers. 
If that be the case, said^ny eomnanion, I wish you much joy, and 
am delighted that Signor Gil Bias and my self 'have the honour 
.of breakfasting with so eminent a character. 

We then began to pick up our crumbs, and to gnaw th(f pre- 
icious relics of the hare, bestowing such hearty smacks upon the 
[bottle, a^ to empty it very shortly. We were all three so deojily 
engaged in the great affair of eating, that wo said very little till 
we ha^ finished, when wc resumed our conversation. I wonder, 
said tne barber to the player, that you should be so much out at 
elbows. Fof a theatrical hero, you have but a needy exterior ! 
I beg pardon if I speak rather freely. Bather freely ! exclaimed 
the actor ; ah ! by my troth, you are not yet acquainted with 
Melchior Zapata. Heaven bo praised, I have no mind to see 
things in a wrong light. You do me a pleasure by speaking so 
confidently : for I love to unbosom myself without reserve. I 
honestly own I aiji not rich. Here, pursued he, shewing us his 
doublet lined with playbills, this is the common stuff which serves 
mi3 for linings ; and it you are curious to see my wardrobe, you 
shall not* be disappointed. At the same time he took out of his 
(iknapfcack a dress, laced with tarnished frippery, a slmbby licad- 
' dress for an hero, with an old plume of feathers ; silk stockings 
full of holes, and red morocco shoes a great deal the worse for 
wjar. You see, said he again, that I am very little better than 
a beggar. That is astonishing, replied Diego : then you liave 
neither wife nor daughter P I have a very handsome young wife, 
rejoined Zapata, and yet I might just as well be without her. 
Look with awe on the lowering aspect of my horoscope. I 
married a personable actress, in the hope that slie would not let 
me die of hunger ; yid, to my cost, she is cursed with incorrup- 
tible chastity. \^o the devil would not have been taken in as 
well as myself? There wag but o!ie virtuous princess in a whole 
strolling company, and she, plague^ake her ! fell into my hands. 
It was throwing witli bad luck most undoubtedly, said the barber. 
But then, why did not you Ipok out for an actress in the regular 
^ theatre at Madrid P xou would have been sure of your mark. 
You are perfectly in the right, replied the stroller ; but the mis- 
ebdef is, we underlings dare not raise our thoughts to those illus- 
trious heroines. It is as much as an actor of the prince’s company 
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can venture on ; nay some of them are obliged to match with / 
citizens' daughters. Happily for our fraternity citizens' davmh- 
ters now-a-days contract theatrical notions ; and you may oitea 
meet with cliaracters a|[iong them, to the full as eccentric as any 
boha roba of the green-room. 

Well! but have you never thought, said my fellow traveller, 
of getting an engagement in that company P Is it necessary to 
be a lloscius for that purpose ? That is very well of you ! replied 
Melchior, you are a wag, with your Eoscius I There are twenty 
performers. Ask the town what it thinks of them, andiyou will 
hear a pretty character of their acting. More than half of them 
deserve to carry a porter's knot. Yet for all that, it is no easy 
matter to get upon the boards. Bribery or interest must make ^ 
up for the defect of talent. I ought to know wliat I say, since 
my debut at Madrid, where I was hissed and cat-ealled as if the 
devil had got among the grimalkins, tliough I ought to have b/ . ^ 
received with thunders of applause ; for I whined, ranted, 
offered all sorts of violence to nature’s modesty : nay, I went i 
flir as to clench my fist at the heroine of tlie piece: in a wor^^ 
adopted the conceptions of all the great performers ; and yet ' 
same audience condemned by bell, book, and candle in me, v 
was thought to be the first style of playing in them. Such ^ 
forc(j of prejudice ! So that, Ibeing no favourite with the pit,^^® 
not having wherewithal to insinuate mvself into tlie good gf 
of the manager, I am on my return to Zamora. Tliere we ; 
all huddle together again, my wife and my felkw corned’ ans,^”^® 
are making but little of the business. I wish w may no , 
obliged to beg our w ay out of town ; a catastroplic of 
occurrence ! i • 

At these words, up rose the stage struck hero, slung acroty^f Ihi 
his knapsa(!k and his sword, and made liis exit with due theatric 
pomp : Farew^ell, gentlemen ; may all the gods shower all their 
bounties on your heads! And you, answered Diego with corro- 
s]>onding empluisis, may 3 on find your wife at Zamora, softened 
down in her relentless virtue, and in comfortable keeping. No 
sooner had Signor Zapata turned upon his heel, than he began 
gesticulating and spouting as he w ent along. The barber and 
myself immediately began hissing, to remind him of his first 
appearance at Madrid. The goose grated Aarsh upon his tym- 
panum ; he took it for a rcpethiouof signals from his old friends. 
But looking behind him, and seeing (hat we were diverting our- 
selves at his expense, far front taking offence at this merry conceit 
of ours, he joined with good humour in the joke, and went his 
way laughing as hard as he could^ On our part, we returned 
the compliment in kind. After this, we got again into the high 
road, and pursued our journey. 
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Ch. JX — The Mating of Diego with his family ; their circ\kmstnnces in 
Hfi; great rejiKings on the occasion ; the parttrj scene between him 
and Gil Bias, 9 

We stopped for tho night at a little vdJage between Moya^dos 
and Valpucsta ; I have forgotten the name : and tho next morn- 
in||, about eleven, we reached the plain of OIniedo. Signor Gil 
Bias, said my companion, behold my native place. So natural 
are these local attachments, that I can hardly contain myself at 
the siglit of it. Signor Diego, answered I, a man of so patriotic 
a soul you profess t^ be, might, nicthinks, have been a little 
more llorid in Ilia descriptions. Olmcklo looks like a city at this 
distance, and you called it a village ; it cannot be anything less 
ithan a corporate town. I beg its township’s pardon, replied 4ho 
barber ; but you are to know that after Madrid, Toledo, Sara- 
^gossa, and all the other large cities T have ])a.ss('d through in my 
tour of Spain, these little ones are mere villages to me. As no 
got further on the plain, there appeared to be a great concourse 
of pccfple about Olrnedo : so iliat, when we wore near enough to 
distinguish oJbjccts, we were in no w'ant of food for s])eculation. 

There were three tents pitched at some distance from each 
other; and hard by, a bevy of cooks and scml lions preparing an 
entertainment. Here a party w'as laying covers on long tables 
set out under the tents; there a detaclirncnt was crowning the 
pitchers of Tcllus with tho gifts of BacThus. The right wing was 
making the pots boil, the left was turning tlie spits and busting 
tho meat. But \fhat caught my attention more tnan all the rest, 
was a tcmf>orary stage of respectable dimensions. Jt was fur- 
nished with pasteboard scenes, painted in a tawdry style, and tlic 
pro%;eniiim was decorated with Greek and Latin mottos. No 
sooner did the barber spy out these inscriptions, than ho said to 
me— All these Greek words smell strongly of my uncle Thomas’s 
lamp. 1 wouhl lay a wager he lias a hand in tliern, for Ix'twecn 
ourselves, he is a man of parts and learning. He knows all the 
classics by Iieart. If h(‘ would keep them to liimself it would 
be very well, but he is always quoting tliern in company, and 
"ihat people do not like. But then to bo sure he has a right, be- 
Jause this uncle of mine ha.s translated ever so many of the Latin 
poets and hard Greek authors with his own hand and pen. lie 
liaa got all antiqiffty at his fingers* ends, as you may know by 
his ingenious and profound criticisms. If it had not been for 
him, we might never have teamed tliat the Athenian sclioolboys 
cried when they were lloggcd ; we owe that fact in the history of 
education to his fundamental knowledge of the subject. 

After my fellow-traveller*^nd myself had looked about us, w^e 
had a mind to inquire wdiat these preparations w'ere for. Going 
about on the hunt, Diego recognised in the manager, Signor 
Thomas de la Fuenta, to whom w e mode up with great eagerjaess. 
The schoolmaater did not recollect the young barber at first, such 
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a difference had ten years made. But when convinced ^ his ^ 
being his own flesh and blood, he gave him afcordial embrace, 
and said with much appearance of kindness —Am ! here you are, 
Diego, my dear nephew, here you are, restored after your wau- 
defings to your native land. You come to revisit your household 
gods, your Penates, and heaven delivers you back safe jind 
sound into the bosom of your family. Oh happy day, happy 
in all the proportions of arithmetic ! A day worthy to W 
marked with a white stone and inserted among the Fasti I We 
have annals in abundance for you, my friend ; your uneb Pedro, 
the poetaster, has fallen a sacrifice at flie shrine of Pluto : to 
speaK to the comprehension of the vulgar, he has been dead 
thqse^ three months. That miser, in his lifetime, was afraid of 
wanting necessaries — Argenti pallehat amore. Though the grea^ 
w(3re heaping wealth upon his head, his annual expenditure diJL 
not amount to ten pistoles. He had but one miserable attendant^ 
and him he starved. This crazy fellow, more wrong-headed than 
the Grecian Aristippus, who ordered his slaves to leave all their 
(‘ostly baggage in the heart of Lybia, as an incumbrance oiti their 
march, heaped up all the gold and silver he could scrape together. 
And to wdiat end ? for tliose very heirs whom he refused to acknow- 
ledge. He died worth thirty thousand ducats, shared ^twe(‘u 
your father, your uncle Bertrand, and myself. We shall/^be able 
to do very well for our children. My brother Nicholals has al- 
ready married off your sister Tlieresa to the son of a m Egistrate 
in this place — Connuhio junxit stabill 'propnamque dicavvi^. These 
very hyraeneals, greeted auspiciously by all thenuptial pow’ |erB,have 
we been celebraiing for these two days with all this p^o^'uul 
luxury. These tents in the plain are of our pitching. 
tliree heirs have each a booth of Ins own, and we defray 
penses of the day alternately. I wish you had come sooner,- 
might liave seen the whole progress of our festivities. The clay I 
])eforo yesterday, tlie weddmg-day, your father gave his trcai 1 
It was a superb entertainment, succeeded by running at the ring. 
^'our uncle, the mercer, regaled us yesterday with a fete cliani* 
])(Hre, and paid the piper handsomely. There were ten of the 
host grown boys, and ten young girls, dressed out in pastoral 
weeds j all the frippery in his shop was brought out to prar.k 
them up. This assemblage of Ganymecks and Houris ran 
through all the mazes of the djnee, and warbled forth a thousand 
tender and spirit-stirring lays. And yet, though nothing was 
(‘ver more genteel, the effect Vvas not thought striking ; but that 
must be owing to the bad taste of the spectators, the simplicity 
of pastoral is lost upon th^ present ^ge. 

To-day, the wheels are greased by your humble servant, and 1^ 
mean to present the burgesses of Olmedo with a pageant of my 
ow K invention— FVnw coronabit opus. I have got a stage erected, 
on which, God willing, shall be represented by my scholars a 
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piec^ of my owD|Compo8ing, entitled and called — Amusements 
of Muley jBug&iluf King of Morocco, It will be played to per- 
fection, for najr ptipils declaim like the players of Madrid, Tjjey 
are lads of family at Penafiel and Segovia, boarders with mo. 
They know how to touch the passions I To be sure they have 
relfearsed under my tuition ; their emphasis will seem as if struck 
in the mint of their master — ita dicam. With respect to the 
piece I shall not say a word about it, you shall bo taken by sur- 
prise. I shall simply state that it must produce a deep impression 
on the audience. It is one of those tra^^ic subjects wiiich harrow 
up the soul, by imaged of death presented to the senses in all 
their fearful forms. I am of Aristotle’s mind, terror is a •prin- 
cipal engine. Oh I if I had wTitten for the stage, 1 would have 
introduced none but bloody tyrants, and death-dispensing lAToes. 
Not all the perfumes of Arabia should have sweetened this blood- 
polluted* hand, I would have been up to my elbows in gore. 
There would have been tragedy with a vengeance; principal 
characters! ay, guards and attendants should all liavo becui 
sprawling together. I would liave butcdiered every man of tlieni, 
and the prompter into the bargain. In a word, I refine upon 
Aristotle, and oorder on the horrible, that is my taste. These 
plays to tear a cat in, are the only tilings for popularity ; tin! 
actors live merrily on their own dying speeches, and the authors 
roll in luxury on the devastation of mankind. 

Just as this harangue was over, we saw a great crowd of both 
sexes earning outiof town into the plain. Who should it be, but 
the new-mftrried couple, attended by tlicir families and friends, 
with ten or twelve musicians in the van, producing a most ob- 
8tre|)erous din of harmony. We went up to them, and Diego 
introduced himself. Peals of congratulation were immediately 
rung through the assembly, and every one was eager to shake 
him by the hand. He had enough upon liis shoulders to receive 
all their fraternal embraces. Kelations and strangers all wert* 
for having a pull at him. At length his father said —You ar<‘ 
welcome, Diego. You find your kinsmen living upon the fat of 
the land, my mend. I shall say no more at present, a nod is as 
good aa a wink. Meanwhile the company u ciit forward ujion 
the plain, took their stations under the tents, and sat dow n (o 
table. I kept cjoilb to my companion, and we both dined u ith 
the happy couple, who appearec^ to be suitably matched. The 
meal was n^t soon over, for the schoolmaster had the vanity to 
give three courses, for the purpdSo of cutting out his brothers, 
who had not been so magnificent in their hospitalities. 

After the banquet, all thcsmiests expressed their longing to see 
Signor Thomas’s play, not doubting but the performance of so 
extraordinary a genius would deserve all their ears. We came 
in front of the stage ; the musicians had taken possession of the 
orchestra, for the overture and act-tunes. While every one was 
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waiting in profound silenco for the rising of th^curtain, th# ac« 
tors appeared on the boards ; and the author, mth the piece in 
his hand, sat down at the wing, in the nromptefs dace. Well 
might he call it a tra^dy, for in the first act the King of Mo- 
T0C90, by way of diversion, sliot an hundred Moorish slaves with 
arrows ; in the second lie beheaded thirty Portuguese oflScIrs, 
taken prisoners by one of his captains : and in the third and laat, 
tins monarch, surfeited with long-indulged libertinism, set fire 
with liis own liands to the seraglio where his wives were con- 
fined, and reduced it to ashes with its inl^bitants. The Moorish 
slaves, as well as the Portuguese officers, were puppets on a very 
eurioas construction; and the palace, built of pasteboard, looked 
very naturally in flames by moans of an artificial firework. This 
eontla|}ration, accompanied by a thousand piercing cries, issuing 
from the ruins, (ioncludcd the piece, and the curtain dropped 
upon tikis amiable entiudainmcnt. The whole plain reeounded 
with tlic apphiuso of this fine tragedy ; which spoke for the good 
taste of the poet, and proved that he knew where to look ofit for 
a subject. # 

I did not suppose there was anything more to be seen after 
T/ta Ainusemenfs' of Mulej/ Bugenfuf but I was mistaken. 
Kettle-drums and trumpets announced a new exhibition— the 
distribution of prizes— for Thomas de la Fuenta, to give addi- 
tional solomnily io his Olympics, liad made all his boys, as well 
day-scholars as boarders, write exercises ; and on this occasion 
lie was io give to those who had succ(;eded best^books bought at 
Segovia out of his own pocket. All at once were brUught upon 
the stage two long forms out of the school, with a prest full of 
old worm-eaten books in fine new bindings. At this signai all i 
the actors returned upon the stage, and took their places round 
Signor Thomas, wlio looked as big as the head of a college. He 
had a sheet of paptn* in his hand, with the names of the successful 
candidates, 'I liis he gave to the King of Morocco, who began 
calling over the list with an authoritative voice. Each scholar, 
answering to Ins name, went humbly to receive a book from the 
hands of the buin- j(‘rker ; after this he was crowned with laurel, 
and seated on one of the two benches to be exposed to the gaze 
ot tlie admiring company. Yet, desirous as the bchoolmastcr 
might he to send the spectators away in good hftmour, he brought 
his eggs to a bad market ; for, jiaving distributed almost all the 
prizes to the hoarders, according to tke usual etiquette of peda- 
gogues, tliat lliose >\ho pa/ most must necessarily be the 
cleverest fellows, the mammas of certain day-scholars caught fire 
at this instance of partiality, and fel 4 foul of the disciplinarian 
thereupon : so that the festival, hitherto so much to the glory of 
the donor, seemed likely to have ended to the same tune as the 
carousal of the Lapithic. 
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Ch. I. — The arrival of Gil Bhs at Madrid, Jlis first place there, 

I MADE some stay with the young barber. At 1113 ^ depiirluw*, I 
with a traveller of Segovia passing tlirough Ohnt'do. He 
was returning with four mules from a trading expedition to 
Valladolid, and took me by way of back carriage. We got 
acquainted on the road, and ho took such a fancy to me th»t 
nothing^'ould serve him but J must be his guest at Segovia, lie 
gave me free quarters for two days, and when ho found nu' de- 
termined to l<‘ave him for Madrid under convoy of a mulrteer, 
he troubled mo with a letter, begging me to deliver it in uerson 
according to the superscription, without hinting that itVas a 
^ letter of recommendation. 1 was punctual in calling on Signor 
Matheo«Melendez. Ho was a woolhui-draper, living at the gale 
of the Sun, at the corner of Triinkmaker street. .No soom^r Jiad 
he broken the cover and r<‘ad the contents, than lu* said willi an 
air of compl#ccn(;y — Signor Gil Bias, m 3 M‘orres])ondenl, Pedro 
Paiacio, has written to me so pressingly in yoiir favour, that 1 
cannot do otherwise than offer you a bed at my house ; more- 
over, he desires me to find you a good master, and I undertake 
the commission with pleasure. 1 have no doubt of suiting you 
to a hair. 

I embraced the offer of Mendelez the more grntefull}^ because 
my funds were fctting much below par ; but J was not Jong a 
burden on •his hospitality. At the week’s end, lie told me tliat 
ho had*mentioned my name to a gentleman of his aerpiaintanee, 
wh<^ wanted a valct-dc-ehambre, and, acc'ording to pr(*fent a])' 
pearances, the place would not be long vacant. In fact, this 
gentleman happened to make his appearance in tin* vtuy nick — 
Sir, said Melendez, nushing me forward, you see before you the 
young man as by former advice. He is a pupil ol' honour and 
integrity. I can answer for him as if lu* was om‘ of my own 
family. The gentleman looked at me with attention, said that 
my face was in my favour, and hired me at oiiee. He has no- 
thing to do but to follow’ me, added he, I will put him into the 
routme of his employment. At these words he w ished the trades- 
man good morn ir/Ji;, and took me into the iJigh-Htn*et, directly 
over against St. Philip’s church.^ We w ent into a very handsome 
house, of wl|ich he occupitd one wing ; then going up five or six 
steps, he took me into a room sdbured by strong duuble doors, 
witn an iron grate between. From this room w^e w ent into an- 
other, with a bed and othc» furnituref, rather neat than gaudy. 

If my new master had examined mo closely, I had all my wits 
about me as well as he. He was ’a man on the w rong side of 
fifty, with a saturnine and serious air. His temper seeiited to 
be even, and I thought no harm of him. He asked me several 



104 


eili BLAS. 


questions about my family ; and liking my ani^ers— Gil Blaa, 
said he, I take you to bo a very sensible lad, an^am well pleased 
to have you in my service. On your part you shall have no 
reason to complain. I , prill ^ive you six rials a day board wages, 
besides vails. Then I require no great attendance, for I keep 
no table, but always dine out. You will only have to brush tny 
clothes, and bo your own master for the rest of the day. Only 
take care to bo at home early in the evening, and to be in wait* 
ing at the door, that is your chief duty. After this lecture, ho 
took six rials out of liis purse, and gavg^ them to me afir'earnest. 
Wo then went out, lie locked the doors after him, and taking 
care of the keys — My friend, said he, you need not go with me, 
follow the devices of your own licart ; but on my return this 
eveniftg, let me find you on that staircase. Witli this injunction 
ho left me to dispose of myself as seemed best in my own eyes. 

In good sooth, Gil Bias, said I in a soliloquy, you hat^e got a ' 
jewel of a master, Wliat ! fall in with an employer to give you 
six rials a day for wdping off the dust from his clothes; and 
putting his room to rights in the morning, with the liberty of 
walking about and taking your jdeasure like a schoolboy in ♦he 
holidays ! By my troth I it is a place of ten thousand. No 
wonder I was in a hurry to get to Madrid, it was doubtless some 
mysterious boding of good fortune prepared for me. I spent the 
day in the streets, diverting myself with gaping at novelties— a 
busy occupation. In tlio evening, after supping at an ordinary 
not far from our house, I squatted myself down in the. corner 
pointed out by my master. He came three quarters of an hour 
after me, and seemed pleased with my punctuality. Yery well, 
said ho^ this is right, I like attentive servants. At these words, * 
he opened the doors of his apartment, and closed them upon us ' 
again as soon as we had got m. As we had no canie, he took 
his tinder-box and struck a light. I then helped him to undress. 
When he was in bed, I liglitcd, by his order, a lamp in his chim- 
ney, and carried the wax-light into the antechamber, w^here I lay 
in a press-bed without curtains. He got up the next day between 
nine and ten o clock ; I brushed his clothes. He paid me my 
six rials, and stuil me packing till tlie evening. My mysterious 
master went out himself too, not without great caution in fasten- 
ing the doors, and we parted for the remainder of the day. 

Such was our course of life, very agreeable tome. The best 
of the joke was, that I did not know# my master’s -juame. Me- 
lendez did not know it himself* The gentleman came to his shop 
now and then, and bought a piece of cloth. My neighbours were 
as much at a loss as myself*; they alltassured me that my master 
was a perfect stranger, though he had lived two years in the ward. 
He visited no soul in the neighbourhood, and some of them, a little 
given to scandal, concluded him to be no better than he should be. 
Suspicions got to be more rife ; he was suspected of being a spy 
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"if ^prtugal, it thought but fair play to give a hint for 
my own good. iThis intimation troubled mo. Thought I to my- 
eeif, should thiAuru out to be a fact, I stand a chance for seeing 
the inside of a prison at Madrid. Mj innocence will be no 
security ; ray past ill-usage makes me look on justice with anti- 
pafiy. Twice have I experienced that if the innocent are not 
condemned in a lump witli the guilty, at least the rights of hos- 
pitality are too little regarded in their persons to make it plea- 
sant to pass a summer in the purlieus of the law. 

I consulted Melendez in so delicate a conjuncture. He was 
at a loss how to advise tae. Though he could not bring himself 
bo believe that my master w’as a spy, he liad no reason lo be 
confident on the other side of the question. I determined to 
rt^atch my employer, and to leave him if ho turned out to^be an 
memy of the state ; but then prudence and personal comfort 
requireAmo to be certain of my fact. I began therefore to pry 
into his actions ; and to sound him, Sir, said I one evening while 
he was undressing. 1 do not know how om* ought to live so as to 
be secure fr^i rellections, Tlie world is very scurrilous ! Wc. 
ampng others, have neighbours not worth a curse. Sad dogs l 
You have no notion how they talk of us. J)o tliey indeed, Gil 
Bias P quoth he. Be it so ! but what can they say of us, my 
friend P Ah ! truly, replied I, evil tongues never want a whefe 
Virtue herself furnishes w eapons for licr own martyrdom. Our 
neighbours say that we are dangerous |»eoj)le, that wc ought to 
be look{.Hl after ky govt'rninent : in a word, you arc taken for a 
spy of Portugal. In throwing out this hint, I looked hard at my 
master, ^ust as Alexander scpiinted at his physician, and pursed 
-up ^1 my penetration to remark upon the elf’cct of my intclli- 
>gence. There seemed to be a hitch in tlie muscles of my myste- 
rious lord, altogether in unison wdtli the suspicions of the neigh- 
bourhood ; and he fell into a brown study, which bore no very 
auspicious interpretation. Ilow^ever, he put a better face on the 
matter, and said with sutlicient composure : Gil Bias, leave our 
neighbours to discourse as they please, but let not our repose 
depend on their judgments, In ever mind w hat they think oi us, 
provided our own consciences do not wince. 

Hereupon lie went to bed, and I did the like, without knowing 
W’hat course to taki. The next day, just as w e were on the point 
of going out in the morning, we, heard a violent knocking at the 
outer door the staircasa My master opened the inner, and 
looked through the grate. A wPll-dresscd man said to lum ; 
Pleaae your honour, I am an alguazil, come to inform you that 
Mr. Corregidor wishes to speak a wold with you. Wliat docs 
he want P answered my pattern of secrecy. Inat is more than 
I know, sir, replied the alguazil ; but you have only to go and 
wait on him ; you will soon be informed. 1 am his most '^bo- 
dient» quoth my master ; I have no business w ith him. At the 
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tail of this speech, he hanged the inner door ; tl^n, after wajjtin^ 
up and down a little while, like one who pond»*ed on the dis* 
course of the alguazil, he put my six rials intJ my hand, and 
said : Gil Bias, you niaj go out, my friend ; for my part, I shall 
stay at home a little longer, but have no occasion for you. He 
made an impression on niy mind, by these words, that he ^as 
afraid of being taktm up, and w'as therefore obliged to remain 
in his apartments. 1 loft him there ; and, to see how far my sus- 
picions were founded, hid myself in a place whence 1 could see 
if ho went out. I should have had patience to have staid there 
all the morning, if he had not saved m§ the trouble. But an 
hourmfter, I saw liim w^alk the street with an ease and confidence 
which dumb-founded my sagacity. Yet far from yielding to these 
appearances, I mistrusted tliem ; for my verdict went to con- 
demnation. I considered his easy carriage as put on ; and hisj 
staying at home as a finesse to secure his gold and jewels, when ' 
probably ho was going to consult his safety by speedy flight. I 
nad no idea of seeing him again, and doubted whether I should 
attend at his door in the evening ; so persuaded waf I, that the 
day would sec him on the outside of the city, as his only ref^jge 
from impending danger. Yet I kept ray appointment ; when, to 
my extreme surprise, my inasIfM* returned as usual. He went to 
bed without betraying the least uneasiness, and got up the next 
morning with the same composure. 

Just as he had finished dressing, another knock at the door 1 
My master looked through the grate. His ffliend the ^Iguazil 
was there again, ami he asked him what ho wanted.* Open tlie 
door, an8v^elvd tlie alguazil; here is Mr. Corregidor. ,At this 
dreadful name, my blood froze in my veins. I had a de/ylish 
loathing of those gentry since I had passed through their hands, 
and could have wislu'd mys:lf at that moment an hundred leagues 
from Madrid. As for my emjdoyer, less startled than myself, 
ho opened the door, ami reeeiveil the magistrate respectfully. 
You see, said the corregidor, that I do not break in upon you 
with a whole posse : my maxim is to do business in a quiet way. 
In spite of tlie ugly reports circulated about you in the city, I 
iliiutv you deserve some little attention. What is your name, 
niui business at Madrid ? Sir, answered my master, I am from 
Neu Castile, and my title is Don Bernard deOastil Blazo. With 
respect to luy way of life, I loiyige about, frequent public places, 
and take iny daily pleasure in a select circle of poyite company. 
Of course you have a handsonfe fortune ! replied the judge. No, 
sir, interrupted my Mecenns, I have neither annuities, norlands, 
nor houses. How do you live then H rejoined the corregidor. 1 
will shew you, replied Don Bernard. At the same time he lifted 
up a part of the hangings, before a door I had not observed, 
opeiKd that and one ^youd, then took the magistrate into a 
closet containing a large chest chuck full of gold. 
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Si|^ said lie aaain, you l{now that the Spaniards are prover- 
bially indolent-; Irefc, whatever may be their general dislike to 
labour, I may COTipliment myself on bettering the example. I 
have a stock of laziness, wdiich disqualifies me for all exertion. 
If I had a mind to puff my vices into virtues, I might call tiiis 
slo^i of mine a philosopliieal indifference, the work of a mind 
weaned from all that w orldlings court with so much ardour ; but 
I will frankly own myself constitutionally lazy, and so lazy, that 
rather than work for my subsistence, I would lay myself down 
and starne. Therefore, to lead a life befitting my fancy, not to 
have the trouble of loofing after my affairs, and above all to do 
without a steward, I have converted all my patrimony, consist- 
ing of several considerable estates, into ready money. In this 
chest there are fifty thousand ducat? ; more than enough Wr the 
^remainder of my days, should I live to be an hundred I For I 
r do not spend a tliousand a year, and am already more than fifty 
years ola. I have no fears therefore for futurity, since I am not 
addicted, heaven be praised, to anyone of the three things which 
usually ruin inen. I care little for the pleasures of the table ; I 
only play for my amusement; and I have given up women. 
There is no chance of my being reckoned, in my old age, among 
those libidinous grey beards to whom jilts sell their favours by 
tr<y weight. 

1 ou are a happy man ! said the corregidor. They are in the 
wrong to suspect you of being a spy : that office is quite out of 
character for a mn like you. Take your own course, Don 
Bernard; ^ntinuc to live as you like. Far from disturbing 
your peace, I declare myself your protector; 1 request your 
.friendship, and pledge my own. Ah ! sir, exclaimed my master, 
^thrilled with these kind exj^essions, I accept with equal joy and 
r gratitude youp precious offer. In giving me your friendship, 
you augment my wealth, and carrv ray happiness to its height. 
After this conversation, wliich the alguazil and myself heard from 
the closet door, the corregidor took his leave of Don Bernard, 
who could not do enough to express his sense of the obligation. 
On my part, mimicking my master in doing the honours of the 
house, 1 overburdened the alguazil w ith civilities. I made him 
a thousand low bows, though 1 felt for him lb my sleeve the 
contempt and hatreft which every honest man naturally entertains 
for an alguazil. , 

Ch. II. — The q? Gil Blm at meeting Captain Rolando in 

Madrid^ and that robher^B curious narrative, 

Don Bernard de Castil Blazo, having attended the corregidor to 
. the street, returned in a hurry to fasten his strong box, and all 
the doors which secured it. We then went out, both of us well 
satisfied, he at having acquired a friend in power, and mysslf at 
finding my six rials a day secured to me. The desire of relating 
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this adventure to Melendez made me bend my Esteps towar^i hii ^ 
house; but, near my journey’s end, whom Bh<dild I meet but' ^ 
Captain Kolando ! My surprise was extreme, and I could not 
help quaking at the sight of him. He recollected me at once, 
accosted me gravely, and, still keeping up his tone of superiority, 
ordered me to follow him. I tremblingly obeyed, saying Jln- 
war^ly : Alas ! he means, doubtless, to make me pay my debts ! 
Whither will he lead me P Tliere may perhaps be some subter- 
raneous retreat in this city. Plague take it ! If I thought so, 

I would soon shew him I have not got the gout. I walkc (f there- 
fore behind him, carefully looking out wlfere he might stop, with 
the tflous design of putting my best leg foremost, if there was 
anything in the shape of a traptdoor, 
ilolindo soon dispersed ray alarras. He went into a well-fre- ^ 
quented tavern ; I followed him. He called for the best wine,j 
ind ordered dinner. While it was getting ready, we went into 
i private room, where the captain addressed me as follows ; You 
nay well be astonished, Gil Bias, to renew your acquaintance 
.rith your old commander j and you will be still m^re so, when 
you have heard my tale. The day I left you in the cave, and 
went with my troop to Mansilla, for the purpose of selling the 
mules and horses w'o had taken the evening before, we met the 
son of the corregidor of Leon, attended by four men on horse- 
back w’oll armed, following his carriage. Two of his people we 
made to bite tlio dust, and the other two ran away. On this the 
coachman, alarmed for his master, cried out k) us in a* tone of 
sunplioation—Alas ! ray dear gentlemen, in God’s nfi.me, do not 
kill the only son of liis worship the corregidor of Leon.c These 
words were far from softening my comrades ; on the contrary,-^ 
their fury knew no bounds. Good folks, said one of them, let i 
not tlio son of a mortal enemy to men like us e^ape our ven- 
geance. How many ornaments of our profession has his father 
cut oft’ in their prime ! Let us repay his cruelty with interest, 
and sacrifice this victim to their offended ghosts. The whole 
troop applauded the fineness of this feeling, and my lieutenant 
himself was preparing to act as high priest at this unhallowed 
altar, ■when 1 int^dicted the rites. Stop, said I ; why shed blood 
■without occjision r ^ Let us rest contented with the youth’s purse. 

As ho makes no resistance, it would be again^c the laws of war to 
cut his throat. Bi'sides, ho is^not answ ergble for his father’s 
misdeeds ; nay, his father only does liis duty in condemning us 
to death, as w’o do ours in ritlmg travellers. 

Thus did I plead for the corregidor *8 son, and my intercession 
was not unavailing. We bnly took every farthing of his money, 
and carried off with us the horses of the two men whom w© h«ri - 
slain. These we sold with the rest at Mansilla. Thence we 
retufned to the cavern, where we arrived the following morning 
a httle before daybreak. W© were not a little 
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th^rap open, still more so, when we found Leonarda hand* 
cuffed in the kilohen. She unravelled the mystery in two words. 
We wondered 8 ow you could have overreached us ; no one could 
have thought you capable of serving us such a trick, and we • 
forgave the effect for the merit of the indention. As soon a§ wo 
hip released our kitchen wench, I gave orders for a good luncheon. 
In the mean time we went to look after our horses in the stable. * 
where the old negro, who had been left to himself for four and 
twenty hpurs, was at the last gasp. We did all we could for his 
relief, l^it he was too far gone ; indeed so much reduced, that, 
ill spite of our endeavo^lrs, ue left the poor devil on the threshold 
of another world. It was very sad ; but it did not spcyl our 
appetites, and, after an abundant breakfast, we retired to our 
chambers, and slept aw’ay the whole day. On our awaking, 
Leonarda apprized us that Domingo had paid the debt of nature. 
We carried him to the charnel-house where you may recollect to 
have lodged, and there performed his obsequies, just as if he had 
beentone of our own order. 

Five or sy: days afterwards, it fell out that, one morning on a 
sally, wo encountered three companies of the Holy Brotherhood, 
on the outskirts of the wood. They seemed waiting to attack us. 
We perceived but one troop at first. These we despised, though 
superior in number to our party, and rushed forward to the onset. 
But, while we were at loggerlieads witli the first, the two others 
in ambuscade came thundering down upon us ; so that our valour 
was of no use. There was no witlistanding such a host of enemies. 
Our lieutenant and two of our gang gave up tlic ghost on this 
occasion. A.s for the two others and myseli, w^c were so closely 

§ reused and licmmed in, as to bo taken prisoners ; and, while two 
ctachmcnts convoyed us to Leon, tlie third went to destroy our 
retreat. How it was discovered, I will briefly tell you. A 
peasant of Luceno, crossing the forest on Lis w^ay home, by 
chance espied the trap door of our subterraneous residence, whicli 
a certain young runaway had not shut down after him, for it w'us 
precisely the day when you took yourself off' with the lady, lit* 
had a violent suspicion of its being our abode, without having 
the courage to go in. It was enough to mark the adjacent parts, 
by bghtly peeling with bis knife bark from the nearest trees, and 
BO on from distance to distance, till he was quite out of the wood. 

He then betook himself to Leon, with this grand discovery for 
the corregidpr, who was 89 mucii the better pleased, as his son 
had been robbed by our gang. This magistrate collected together 
three companies to lay hold of us, and the peasant shewed them 
the way. a 

My arrival in the town of Leon was as good as that of a wild 
beast to the inhabitants. Even though I had been a Portuguese) 
general made prisoner of war, the people could not liavc^beeu 
more anxious to see me. lliere he goes, was the cry ; that is he, 
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the famous captain, the terror of tliese parts. .It would serve 
him right to tear him piecemeal witJi pincers, atM make his com- 
rades join in the chorus. To the corregidor, ^as the universal 
cry; and his worship began insulting me. So, so! said he, 
scwindrel as you are,*he powers of justice, worn to a thread 
with your past irregularities, hand over the task of punislm.ent 
to me as their delegate. Sir, answered I, great as my crimes 
may have been, at least the death of your only son is not to be 
laid at my door. His life was saved by me ; vou ow^ me some 
acknowledgment on that score. Oh ! wretch, exclaimed he, 
there are no measures to bo kept with pt€ple of your description. 
Au(l4iiougli it were my wish to save you, my sacred office would 
not allow mo to indulge ray feelings. Having spoken to this 
effect,* he committed us to a dungeon, where my companions had' 
no time to lament their hard fate. They got out of confinement ' 
at the end of tliree days, to expatiate n ith tragic energy at thcr 
place of execution. For my part, I took up my quarters in limbo 
for three complete weeks. My punisliraent seemingly was 
deferred only to render it more terrible ; and I vva% looking out 
for some refinement on the ordinary course of criminal justice, 
wlieii the corregidor, having summoned me before him, said ; 
Give ear to your sentence. You arc free. Had it not been for 
you, my only son would have been assassinated on the highw'ay. 
As a father, my gratitude was duo for this service ; but not being 
competent to acquit you in my capacity of a magistrate, I have 
written up to court in your favour ; have solicited your ^pardon, 
and have obtained it. Go then, whithersoever it maf seem good 
to you. But take my advice ; profit by this lucky escape. Look 
to your paths, and give up the trade? of a highwayman for ^ood ^ 
and all. 

I was deeply impressed by tliis advice, and took my departure 
for Madrid, in the firm dcterraimition of mending ray ways, an d 
living quietly in that city. There I found my fatlier and mother 
dead, and what they left behind them in the hands of an old 
kinsman, who administered duly and truly, as all trustees of 
course do. I saved three thousand ducats out of the fire ; scarcely 
a quarter of wliat I was entitled to. But where was the remedy P 
There was no standing to the quirks and evasions of the law. 
Just to be doing something, I have purchased^n algiiazil’s place. 
My colleagues would have set their faces against my admission, 
for the honour of the cloth, had*they l^own my history. Luckily 
they did not, or at least affected imt to know it, wKich was just 
as good as the reality ; for, in that illustrious body, it is the 
bounden duty and interest ©f every member to wear a mask. The 
pot cannot call the kettle hard names, thank heaven. The devil 
would have no great catch in the best of us. And yet, my friend, 

I could willingly unbosom myself to you without disguise. My 
present occupation is much against the grain ; it requires too 
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circ^spect ancL too mysterious a conduct ; there is notliing to 
be done but by mnderhand dealings, gravity and cunning. Oh ! 
for my first tracfe ! The new one is safer, to be sure ; liut tliere 
is more fun in the other, and liberty ij^ my motto. I feel dis- 
posed to get rid of my office, and to set out some suiisliiny morn- 
ing for tlie mountains at the source of the Tagus. I know of a 
repeat thereabouts, inhabited by a numerous gang, composed 
chiefly of Catalonians ; when I have said that, I need say no 
more. If you will go along with me, we will swell tlie number 
of thoseieroes. I shall be second in command. To make your 
footing respectable at once, I will swear that you have fought 
ten times by my side. Your valour shall mount to tlie very !»kie8. 
I will tell more good of you than a commander-in-chief of a 
favourite officer. I will not say a word about the run-away*triek, 
Ithat would render you suspected of turning nose, therefore mum 
^is tlio word. What say you to itP Arc you ready to set ofl’P 
I am impatient to know your mind. 

Evsry one to liis own fancy, said I then to Rolando, you were 
born for bold exploits, and your friend for a serene and quiet 
lif^ I understand you, interrupted lie ; the lady whom love 
incfuced you to carry off still preserves her influence over your 
heart, and you doubtless lead uith lier that serene life of wliich 
you are enamoured. Own the truth, master Gil Dias, she is be- 
come a thing of your own, and you are both living on the jiistoles 
carried off from the subterraneous retreat. I told him ho was 
mistaken; and, 4o set him right, related the lady’s adventures 
and my ow9i while wo sat at diniuT. When our meal \mis finished 
he led h^ick to the subject of the Catalonians, and attempted once 
inor^ to engage me in his project. Dut finding mo inflexible, lie 
looked at me with a terrific froun,and said seriously — Since you 
are dastard cnougli to prefer your servile condition to tlie honour 
of enlisting in a troop of brave fellows, [ turn you adrift to your 
grovelling inclinations. But mark me well, a lapse may bo 
fatal. Forget our meeting of to-day, and never prate about mo 
to any living soul ; for if I catcli you bandying about my name 

in your idle talk you know my ways, 1 need say no more. 

With these words he called for the landlord, paid the reckoning, 
and we rose from table to go away. 

Ch. III. — Gil Bht is dismissed by Don Bernard de Castil Blaso^ am 
enters into the stance of a beau. 

As we were coming out of the ta^m, and taking our leave, my 
master was passing along the* street. Tie saw me, and lob- 
served him look more than i)nee at the captain. I had no doubt 
. but he was surprised at meeting me in such company. Jt is cer- 
tain diat Rolando’s physiognomy and air were not much in favour 
of moral qualities. He was a gigantic fellow, with a long fij^ce, a 
’carrot’s beak, and a very rascally cor tour, without being abso- 
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I was not mistaken in my guess. In the evening I foun<^Dott , 
Bernard harping on the captain’s figure, and^charmingly dis-' 
posed to believe all the fine things I could have said of him, if 
my tongue had not been tied, Gril Bias, said he, who is that 
great shark I saw witlf you aw^hile ago r I told him it was an 
alguazil, and thought to have got off with that answer, but he 
returned to the charge ; and observing my confusion, from the 
remembrance of the threats used by Bolando, broivc off the con- 
versation abruptly and went U bed. The next morning, when I 
had performed my ordinary duties, he counted me ^ver six 
ducats instead of six rials, and said—Hcre, my friend, this is what 
I gh*4? you for your services up to this day. Go and look out for 
another place. A servant keeping such high company is too 
much for me. I bcthoudit myself of saying, in my own defence,' 
that I had known that alguazil, by having prescribed for him at, 
Valladolid, while I was practising medicine Very goo^, replied 
my master, the shift is ingenious enough ; yon might havT though^' 
of* it last night, and not liave looked so foolish. Sir, njohiod I, 
in good truth prudence kept me silent, and gave ti> my reserve 
the aspect of guilt. Undoubtedly, resumed he, tapping me softly 
on the shoulder, it was carrying prudence very fai*, even to the 
coniines of cunning. Go, lad, 1 have no farther 9eeasion for 
your services. 

I went immediately to acquaint Melendez with the bad news, 
who told mo, for my comfort, that he would engage to procure 
me n better birth. Indeed, some days after, he said— -Gil Bias, 
my friend, you liave no notion of the good luck in st<?re for you. 
You will have tlie most agrt*eable post in the world. I aiii going 
to settle you with Don Matthias do Silva. He is a man oti^the' 
first fasliion, one of those young uol)lemen commonly distin- 
guished by l!ie a])pellation of beaus. I have tlu> lif)riour of his 
eustom. lie lakes up goods of me, on tick, iiiJet'd, but these 
great men are good nay in the long run, they oilen marry rich 
heiresses, and then old scores arc wiped ofl‘; or, should that fail, 
a tradesman who understands bis bnsines.s puts sm-li a price upon 
Ilia articles, that it three fourths of his debts arc bad, he is no 
loser. Don Matthias’s steward is iny intimate friend. Let us 
go and look for him. It will be for liim to present you to Ids 
master, and you may rely upon it, that for my sake he will treat 
you with high consideration. 

As wo were on our way to Don M’^ftiiias s house, this liouest 
shopkeeper said — It is fit, methinks, that you should be let into 
the steward’s character. His name is Gregorio ilodriguez. Be- 
tween ourselves, he is a«maii of low birthj with a talent for 
intrigue, in which vocation he has laboured till a stewardship in » 
two distressed families completed their ruin, and made his for- 
tunef I give you notice, that his vanity is excessive ; he loves 
to see tlie under servants creeping and crawling at his feet. It 
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it with him thej^ must make interest if they have any favour to 
beg of their master, for should they happen to obtain it without 
hit interference, he has always some shin; or other at hand to get 
the boon revoked, or at least render ib of no avail. Begulate 
your conduct on this hint, Gil Bias ; pay court to Signor Bbd- 
rig&ez in preference to your master himself, and leave no stone 
unturned to get into his good graces. His friendship will bo of 
materiid service to you. He will pay your wages to the day ; 
and, if you have management enough to worm yourself into his 
confidence, you may c^nce to pick up some of the fragments 
wUch fall from his table, There are enough for an hungrier dog 
than you ! Don Matthias is a young nobleman, with no thought 
to throw away but on his pleasures, nor the slightest suspicion 
Aow his own affairs are going on. What a house for a steward 
l^ho knows how to be a steward ! 

f When •we got to our journey’s end, we asked to speak with 
Signor Bodriguez. We were told that we should find him in 
his owti apartment, Tliere ho was, sure enough, and with him 
a clownish sort of fellow holding a blue bag, full of money. The 
ste^gard, looking more wan and yellow than a girl in a hurry for 
a husband, ran up to Melendez with open arms ; the draper 
was not behind-hand with him, and they each hugged the other 
with a shew of friendship, at least as much indebted to art as 
nature for its plausible eflect. After this, the next question was 
about me. Bodriguez examined me from top to too ; saying 
very civilly at theJsame time that 1 was just such an one as Don 
Matthias wrfhted, and that he would with pleasure take upon 
himself to present me to that nobleman. Thereupon Melendez 
^ve Jiim to understand how deeply he was interested In my be- 
iialf; he begged the steward to take me under his protection, 
and leaving me with him, after plenty of compliments, w'ithdrcw. 
As soon as he was gone out, Bodriguez said, 1 will introduce you 
to my master the moment I have dispatched this honest husband- 
man. He called the countryman to him forthwith, and taking 
his bag,7alego, said he, let us see if the five hundred pistoles are 
all ri^t. He counted over the money himself. As the sum 
was found to be exact, the countryman took a receipt and went 
away. The cash was put back again into the bag. It was rny 
turn next to be atteiided to. We may now, said my new patron, 
go to my master’s levee. He us^^lly gets up about noon, it is 
now near one o clock, and must be daylight in his apartment. 

Don Matthias had indeed just Hsen. He was still in his 
morning gown, kicking his heels in a great chair, with a leg 
tossed over one of the elbowsy’swi^ng ^ackwards and forwards, 
and manufacturing his own snuff His conversation w^as ad- 
dressed to a footman in waiting, who officiated as a temporary 
valet-de-chambre. My lord, said the steward, here is a yqtfng 
man whom 1 take the liberty of presenting to your lordship in 

1 
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the place of him you discharged the day befcre^esterday. /Youi 
draper, Melendez, has mven him a character ; he undertalces for 
his qualifications, and I oelieve you will be very well pleased with 
him. That is enough? answered the young nobleman, since he 
has your recommendation, I adopt him blindfold into my re- 
tinue. He is my valet-dechambre at once: that busineeh is 
settled. Let us talk of other matters, Eodriraez, you are come 

t 'ust in time, I was going to send for you. 1 have a budget of 
)ad news, my dear Eodriguez. I played with ill luck last night, 
an hundred pistoles in my po(*ket lost, ayd two hundred more on 
credit. You know how indispensable it is for persons of high 
rank to pay their debts of honour. As for any other, it is ho 
matt A* when they are paid. Punctuality is all very well between 
one tradesman and anotlier, but tliey cannot expect it from (ml 
of us. These two Imndred pistoles must be raised forthwith ana 
sent to the Countess de Pedrosa. Sir, quoth the steVr ar^ that , 
is sooner said than done. Where, pry tlieo, am I to get such a 
sum P Threaten as I will, I never touch a marvedi iroih your 
tenants. And yet your establishment is to be kept up in style, 
and I am wearing myself to a thread in furnishing the ways and 
means. It is true that hitherto, heaven be praised, we have 
rubbed on, but what witch to conjure for a wind now, I know 
not, the ease is desperate. All this prosing is extremely imper- 
tinent, interrupted Don Mattliias; this counting-house talk 
makes mo hideously nervous. So then, Jiodriguez, you really 
think to undertake my reform, and metamcfphose me into a 
plodding manager of my own estates? A very elegant sort of 
pastime for a man in my station of life; a man of .*ank and 
fashion! Grant me patience, replied tlie sieward; at rate 
we arc driving now, it is easily calculated liuw soon you will be 
released iroin all those cares. You are a very great bore, re* 
sumed the young nobleman rather peevishly, this brutal impor- 
tunity is downright murder to one’s feelings. I hate loud music, 
bo BO good as to let nie be ruined pianissimo. I t(il you I want 
^0 hundred pistoles, and I must have them. Why then, said 
Kodriguez, wo must Iiave recourse to the old rascal who Inm lent 
you so much already on usurious terms. Have recourse to the 
devil, if he will do you any good, answered J)on Matthias ; only 
let me have two hundred pistoles, and it is the same thing to me 
how you manage to get them.® 

mile he was uttering thoee worA in » hasty add fretful tone, 
the steward went out j and Don-Antonio Centellds, a young man 
oi quality, came in. What is the matter, my friend r said this 
last to my mwier : your atmosphere is overcast t 1 trace passion 
in the lines of your countenance. Who can have raffled that 
sflwet temper P I would lay a wager, it waq that booby just gone ' ' 
out. Yes, answered Don %atthias, he is my steward. Every 
tune he comes to speak to me, I am in an agony for a quarter of 
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an kour or tweiitj minutes. He rings tlie changes on the state 
of my affairs; and tells me that 1 am spending priacipal and in- 
terest A beast ! He will say next, that I have ruined him into * 

the bargab 1 My dear fellow, replied Ddn Antonio, I am exactly 
in the same situation. My man of business is just such another 
scirecrow as your steward. When the sneaking scoundrel, after 
repeated demands, brings me some niggardly supply, it is just 
as if he was lending rae his own He expostulates most barba- 
rously. Sir, says he, you are going to rack and ruin j there is an 
execution out against ypu. J ain obliged to cut him^ short, and 
beg him to remonstrate in epitome. The w orst of it is^ said 
Don Matthias, that there is no dc'ng without these fellows ; they 
are the penance attached to our elegant indiscretions. Jpst so, 

irepUed Centell^s But listen, pursued he, bursting into a fit 

^of laughter; a pleasant idea has Just struck me. Notliing was 
ever more farcically fancied. A\ e may introduce a hi^ffo rarirato 
into our serious opera, and relieve the knell of our depai*ted goods 
and diaitels with an humorous d iverti semen t. The plot is tlms : 
let me try to borrow from your stewarcl whatever you want. You 
shall do the same with my man of business. Then let Iheni 
both preach as < they please ; we shall hearken with the utmost 
comnpsure. Your steward will come and opcm his case to me ; 
ray man of business will plead the poverty of the land to you. 

I shall hear of nothing out'your extravugaucc ; and you will 
see your own in mine as in a gloss. It will bo vastly enter- 
taining. ^ 

A thoustfad brilliant conceits followed this flight of genius, and 
put the young patricians into high spirits, so that they kept uj» 
the ball with vivacity, if not with wit. Tiieir conversation was 
interrupted by Gregorio Kodriguez, ho brought back with liim 
a little old man with a bald head. Don Antonio was for moving 
off. Farewell, Don Matthias, said be, we shall meet again anon. 

I leave you with these gentlemen ; you have, doubtfesi, some 
state affairs to discuss in council. Oh ! no, no, answered my 
master, you had better stop ; you will not interrupt This 
warm old gentleman has the moderation to lend at 

twenty pei* cent. What ! at twen^ per cent. ! exchfhl||y!3(m- 
tell^s in a tone of astonishment. In good truth ! I wish™a joy 
on being in such halids. I do not come off so cheaply, for my 
part ; Xpay through the nose fey every farthing I get. My 
loans are genf rally raised a* double that per cent. There is usury ! 
said the father of the usurious tribe ; unconscionable dogs ! 
Where do they expect to go when thejr die Y I do not wonder 
there is so strong a prejudice against inoneydenders. It is the 
exorbitant profit which some of them derive from their discounts, 
that brings reproach and ill*will upon us ail. If all my brethren 
of the blue balls were like me, we jhould not be treated so ieur- 
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hour. Ah ! if times were as good now as in in]Aearly daysamy 
purse shotJd be at your service as a friend ; and even now, in 
the present distress of the money-market, it goes against the 
gra^ to take a poor twenty per cent. But one would think the 
money was all gone back to the mines whence it came : there is 
no such ttung to be had, and the scarcity compels me todepav a 
little fim the disinterested severity of my benevolence. How 
much do you want? pursued he, addressing my master. Two 
hundred pistoles, answered Don Matthias. 1 have four hundred 
here in a bilg, replied the usurer ; it is oiJy to give yow half of 
them. At the same time he drew from underneath his cloak a blue 
bag, looking just like that in which farmer Talego had left five 
hundred pistoles with Kodriguez. I was not lone in forming my 
indgment of the matter, and saw plainly that Melendez had not^j 
bragged without reason of the steward s aptness in the ways of 
the world. The old man emptied the bag, displayed the cash on 
a table, and set about counting it. The sight set all my master*8 
extravagant passions in a flame ; tlie sum total proved very^trik- 
ing to his comprehension. Signor Dcscomulgado, said he to the 
usurer, I have just made a very sensible reflection : 1 am a gieat 
fool. I only borrow enough to redeem my credit, without think- 
ing of my empty pockets. I should be obliged to give you the 
trouble of coming again to-morrow. I think, therefore, if will 
be best to spare your age and infirniities, and ease you of the four 
liimdred at once. My lord, answ ered the old man, I had des- 
tined half of this money to a good licentiate, It ho lays out the 
income of liis large preferments in those pious and charitable 
ttses for which they were originally given to the clergy ,tas stew- 
ards of tlie poor, and guides to tlie young and unwary.# In i 
pursuance of this end, it is his great delight to wean young girls 
trom the seductions of a wicked world, and place them in a snug 
well-fuinislied little box of his own, where they may be obnox- 
ious to his ghostly admonitions by day and by night. But, since 
you have occasion for the whole sum, it is at your disposal. 

Something by way of security Oh! as for security, mter- 

riipted Kodriguez, taking a paper out of his pocket, you shall 
have as good as the bank. Mere is a note which Signor Don 
Matthias has only just to sign. He makes over five hundred 
pistoles, due from one of his tenants, Talegc? a wealthy yeoman 
of Mondejar. That is enoughi replied the usurer, I never split 
liairs, but deal upon the square. Th^ steward insinuated a pen 
between his master’s fingers, who signed his name at the bottom 
of the note, without read^g it; and whistled as he signed, for 
want of thought. • 

That business settled, the old man took his leave of my noble ^ 
emoJoyer, who shook him cordirily by the band, saying : Till I 
have the pleasure of seeing you again, good master pounds, shil- 
lings, and pence, 1 am your most devoted humble servant. 1 do 
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not Jcnow why jbu should all be lumped together for a set of 
blood-suckers ; you seem to me a necessary link in the chain ot 
well-ordered society. You are as good as a physician to us pe- • 
cuniary invalids of quality, and keep usialive by artificial restor- 
atives m the last stage of a consumptive purse. You are in* the 
ri|^t, exclaimed Centelles. Usurers are a very gentlemanly 
omer in society, and I must not be denied the privilege of paying 
my compliments to this illustrious specimen, for the sake of his 
twenty per cent. With this banter, ho came up and threw his 
arms about the old ma^’s neck : and these two overgrown child- 
ren, for their amusement, began sending him backward and for- 
ward between them like a shuttlecock. After they liad tossed 
him about from pillar to post, they suffered him to depaiflb with 
the steward, who ought to have come in for his share of the game, 
and for something a little more serious. 

When Rodriguez and his stalking-liorsehad left tlie room, Don 
Matthias sent, by the lacquey in waiting, half his pistoles to the 
Countess de Pedrosa, and deposited the other linlf in along purse 
worked with gold and silk, which he usually wore in his pocket. 
Very well pleased to find himself in cash, he said to Don Antonio, 
with an air of gaiety : Wliat shall we <lo w ith ourselves to-day P 
Let us call a council. That is talking like a statesman, answered 
Centhll^s ; I am your man ; let us ponder gravely. While they 
were collecting their deliberative wisdom on the course they were 
to pursue for the day, two otlier noblemen came in : Don Alexo 
Segiar and Don<#Ferdinand de Gamboa ; both nearly about my 
master's a3e, that is, from eight and twenty to thirty. These 
four joBy blades began w ith such hearty salutations, as if they 
had#not met for these ten years. After that, Don Ferdinand, a 
professed bacchanalian, made his pro])C/8als to Don Matthias and 
Don Antonio : Gentlemen, said he, wiierc do you dine to-day P 
If you are not engaged, I w ill lake you to a tavern, where you 
shall quaff celestial liquor. I supped there last night, and did 
not come away till between five and six this morning. Would 
to heaven, exclaimed my master, I had done the same I I should 
not have lost my money. 

•For my part, said Centelles, I treated myself yesterday even- 
ing with a new amusement ; for variety has always its charms for 
me. Nothing but 1i change of jpleasures can make tlie dull round 
of human lim «ipportabTe. Org of my friends introduced me 
neck and he^rfs to one of those gentry yeleped tax gatherers, wbo 
do the government business ana their owm at the same time. 
There was no want of magnificence, good taste, or a weD- designed 
set out table ! but I found hi the family itself an highly seasoned 
relish of absurdity. The farmer of the revenues, thovgb the 
most meanly extracted of the whole party, must set up for a 
^at man ; and his wife, though hideously ugly, was a goddess 
m her owe estimation, and m^e a thousand silly speeches, the 
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zest of which was heii^htenod hy a Biscayan accent. Add to (his, 
that there were four or five children with their tutor at table. 

’ Judj?e if it must not have been an amusing family party. 

Af for me, gentlcmenf said Don Alexo Segiat, 1 supped with 
Arsenia the actress. We were six at table: Arsenia, Flori* 
monde, a coquet of her acquaintance, the Marquis de Zenette, 
Don Juan de Moncado, and your humble servant. We passed 
the night in drinhing and talking bawdy. What a flow of soul ! 
To be sure, Arsenia and Florirnonde are not strong in their upper 
works ; but then they have a facility in ftheir vocation which is 
more ^lian all the wit in the world. They are the dearest mad- 
caps, gay, romping, and rampant : they are an hundred times 
better Anan your modest women of sense and discretion. 

Cll. IV. — Gil Ula9 gets into company with his fellows ; they shew him a 
ready road to the reputation of wit, and impose on him a singular oath. 

Those noblemen pursued this strain of conversation, till Don 
Matthias, about w hoso person I was fiddling all the whiW', was 
ready to go out. lie then told mo to follow him ; and this bevy 
of fashionables sot sail together for the tavern, w'hither Don Fer- 
dinand de Gamboa proposed to conduct them. I began my 
march in the rear rank with three other valets ; for each of the 
gentlemen had his own. I remarked with astonishment that 
these three servants copied their masters, and assumed the same 
follies. I introduced myself as a new comer. They returned 
my salute in form ; and one of them, after havitVg taken measure 
of me very accurately, said — Brother, I per(*oive, by your gait, 
that you have never yet lived with a young nobleman. ' Alas ! 
no, answ'ercd I, neither liave I been long in Madrid. it 
appears, replied lie, you smell strong of the country. Yon seem 
timid and embarrassed ; there is an liitch in your deportment. 
But no matter, we will soon w'car off all stiffness, take my w’ord 
for it. Perhaps you think better of me than 1 deserve, said I. 
No, resumed he, no ; there is no such cub as we cannot lick into 
sh^e ; assure yourself of that. 

Tliis specimen was enough to convince me that I had hearty 
fellows for my comrades, and that I could not be in better hands 
to initiate me into high life below stairs. On our arrival at the 
tavern, w’e found an entertainment ready Which Signor Don 
Ferdinand had been so provident as to order 4n the morning. 
Our masters sat down to table^ and wi? arranged ourr.elves behind 
their chairs. The conversation was spirited and lively. My 
ears tingled to hear them. Their humour, their wav of thinking, 
their mode of expression diverted m8. What fire f what sallies 
of imagination ! They appeared like a new order of beings* 
With the dessert, we sat V'fore them a great choice of the best 
wines in Spain, and left the room, to go to dinner in a littls 
parlour, where our cloth was laid. 
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I^was not lonji; in disnoToring that the eombatanta in our list!) 
had more to recommend them than appeared at first sif^lit. They 
were not satisfied with aping the manners of tlieir masters, but 
even copied their phrases ; and these varleta gave sueh a fne- * 
simile, tliat bating a little vulgarity, fliey might have ptvssed 
thlmselvcs off very well. I admired their free and easy earriage ; 
still more was I charmed with their wit, but despaired of ever 
coming up to them in my owm person. Don Ferdinand’s servant, 
on the score of his master treating ours, did tlic honours ; and. 
determined to do the thing genteelly, ho ealledtho landlord, ami 
said to him — Master til^ster, give ua tea bottles of your very best 
wine ; and, as you have an happy |^nack of doing, malw the 
gentlemen up stairs believe that they have drank tliem. \VitIi 
all my heart, answered the landlord ; but, Master Gaspafd, you 
know that Signor Don Ferdinand owes me for a good many 
dinners already. If tlirough your kind intervention 1 could get 
some little matter on account .... Oh ! interrupted the valet, 
do ne>t be at all uneasy about your debt : I will take it upon 
myself; pu^ it down tome. It is true tliat some unmannerly 
creditors have preferred legal measures to a reliance on our 
honour ; but we shall take the first opportunity of obtaining a 
replevy, and will pay you witliout looking at your liill. lo have 
my master on your books is like so many ingots of gold. The 
mndlord brought us the W’ine, in spite of unmannerly creditors ; 
and we drank to a speedy re])levy. It was as good as a (iomody 
to see us drinkii|g each other’s healths ev(Ty minute, under our 
masters’ rtlles. Don Antonio’s servant called Don Ferdinand’s 
plain Qamboa, and Don Ferdinand’s servant called Don Anto- 
nio^ Centelles: they dubbed me Silva; and wo kept pace in 
drunkenness, under these borrow ed names, w ith the noblemen to 
whom they properly belonged. 

Though mv wnt was less conspicuous tlmn that of the other 
guests, they lost no opportunity of testifying their pleasure in 
my a^jquaintancc. Silva, said one of our merriest soakers, we 
Bmill make something of you, my friend. I perceive that you 
have wit at will, if you did but know how to draw' upon it. The 
fear of talking absurdly prevents you from throw ing out at all ; 
and yet it is only by a bold push, that a thousand people now -a- 
days set themselv^fe up for good companions. Do you wish to be 
bright ? You have only to give the reins to your loquacity, and 
to venture indiscriminateljr on wlaatever comes uppermost : your 
blunders will pass for the eccentficities of genius. Though you 
should utter an hundred extravagancies, let but a single good 
joke be packed up in the buisdlc, the nonsense shall be all forgotten, 
the witticism bandied about, and your talent be puifed into high 
repute. This is the happy method our masters have devised, and 
it ouj^t to be adopted oy all new candidates. Besides that 1 
hid but too strong a w bh to pass for a clever fellow, the trick 
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they taught me a|jpeared so easy in the perllirmance, that it 
ought not to be buried in obscurity. 1 tried it at once, and the 
fumes of the wine contributed to my success ; that is to say, I 
talked at random, and liad the good luck to strike out of much 
abstlrdity some flashes of merriment, very acceptable to my 
audience. This first essay inspired me with conndence. I re* 
doubled my spriglitliness, to sparkle in repartee ; and chance 
gave a successtiil issue to my endeavours. 

Well done ! said my fellow-servant who had addressed me in 
the street, do not you begin to shake oi(F your rustic manners P 
You have not been two hours in our company, and you are quite 
anotlfer creature ; your improrenient will be visible every day. 
This it is to wait on people of quality. It causes an elevation, 
which \he mind can never attain under a plebeian roof. Doubt* 
less, answered I— and for that reason I shall henceforth dedicate 
my little talents to the nobility. That is bravely said, roared 
out Don Ferdinand’s servant, half seas over, commoners are not 
entitled to possess such a fund of superior genius as exists In lA. 
Come, gentlemen, let us make a vow never to colleague with an;^ 
such beggarly fellows ; let us swear to that by Styx. We laughed 
heartily at Gaspard’s conceit : the proposal was received with 
applause : and we took this mock oath with our glasses in our 
luinds. 

Thus sat wo at table till our masters were pleased to get up 
from it. This was at midnight; an outrageous instance of 
sobriety, in the opinion of my colleagues. T» be sure, these 
noble lords left the tavern so early only to visit a'^celebrated 
wanton, lodging in the purlieus of the court, and keying open 
house night and day for the votaries of pleasure. She W'la a 
woman from five and thirty to forty, still in tlie height of her 
charms, entertaining in her discourse, and so perfect a mistress 
in the art of pleasure, that she sold tlie w’aste and refuse of her 
beauty at a higher price than the first sample of the unadulter- 
ated article. She had always two or three otlier pieces of da- 
maged goods in the house, who contributed not a little to the great 
concourse of nobility resorting thither. The afternoon was spent 
in play ; then supper, and the night passed in drinking and 
making merry. Our masters staid till morning, and so did we, 
without thinking the time long ; for, wliile thiy were toying with 
the mistresses, wo attacked the paids. At length, we all parted 
w’hen daylight peeped in on our festivities, and went to bed each 
of us at our separate homes. ^ 

My master getting up his at usual time, about noon, dressed 
himself. He went out. f followed him, and we paid a visit to 
Don Antonio Centelles, with w^hom we found one Don Alvaro de 
Acuna. Ho was an old gentleman, who gave lectures on the 
science of debauchery. The rising generation, if they wanted to 
qualify themselves for fine gentlemen, put themselves under his 
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toitUn. He mJilded tbeir ductile habits to pleasure^ taught 
them to make a distinguished figure in the world, and to squan- 
der their substance : he had no qualms as to running out his 
own» for the deed was done. After these three blades had ex* 
ch^ged the compliments of the morning, Centelles said to my 
master — In good faith, Don Matthias, you could not have come 
at a more lucky time. Don Alvar is come to take me w ith him 
to a dinner, given by a citizen to the Marquis do Zenette and 
Don Juan de Moncade : and you shall bo of the party. And 
what is the citizen's ri|.meP said Don Matthias. Gregorio de 
Noriega, said Don Alvar, and I will doscribo the young man in 
two w^ords. His father, a rich jew eller, is gone abroad, to attend 
the foreign markets, and left his son, at his departure, in the 
< enjoyment of a large income. Gregorio is a blockhead, with a 
' turn for every sort of extravagance, and an awkward hankering * 
after th<? reputation of w it and fashion, in despite of nature. He 
has begged of me to give him a few instructions. I manage him 
compfetely ; and can assure you, gentlemen, tliat I lead him a 
Are danee. •His estate is ratluT deeply dipped already. Ido 
nofc doubt it, exelaimcd Centelles ; 1 see the vulgar dog in on 
nlmlhouse. Come, Don Matthias : let us lionourthe fellow with 
our acquaintance, and be in at the d<*atli of him. Willingly, 
answered my master, for I delight in setting the fortune of these 
plebeian upstarts kicked over, when they afleet to mix among 
Us. Nothing, for instance, ever entertained me so much as the 
downfall of the t»ll-gathercr s son, whom play, and the vanity of 
figuring aiftong the great, liave stripped, till he has not a house 
over hi» head. Oh ! as for that, replied Don Alvar, ho deserves 
no pity, he is as great a coxcomb in Lis poverty, as be w'as in his 
prosperity. 

Centelfe and ray master accompanied Don Alvar to Gregorio 
de Noriega’s party. We went there also, that is Mogicon and 
myself, both in extasy at having an opjiortunity of spunging on a 
citizen, and pleasing ourselves witli the thoughts of being in at 
the death of him. At our entrance, we obs(*rved several men 
employed in preparing dinner ; and there issued from the ragouts 
they were taking up, a vapour w liich conciliated the palate through 
the medium of the nostrils. The Marejuis de Zenette and Don 
Juen de Moncade •were just come. Dio founder of the feast 
seemed a great simpleton. He fq>ed the man of fashion with a 
most clumsy^grace ; a WTotched c^py of admirable originals, or, 
more properly, an idiot in the chair of wisdom and taste. Figure 
to yourself a man of this characUir in the centre of five bantering 
fellows, all intent on making a jest of him, and drawing him into 
ridiculous expenses. Gentlemen, said Don Alvar, after the first 
interchange of civilities, give me leave to introduce you to Signer 
G^gorio de Noriega, a most brilliant star in the nemisphere of 
ftsmoL He owns a thousand amiable qualities. Do you know 
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that he lias an highly cultivated underat andinj[«? Choose your 
own subject, he is equally at home in every oranch, from the 
aubtilLy and closeness of logic, to the elementary science of the 
criss-cross-row. Oh ! ^lis is really too flattering, interrupted 
tlieljcot and lot gentleman with a very uncouth laugh. I might, 
Signor Alvaro, put you to the blush as you have put me ; ^or 
you may truly bo tcnned a reservoir as it were, a common sewer 
of erudition. 1 had no intention, replied Don Alvaro, to draw 
upon myself so savoury an encomium; but truly, gentlemen, 
Signor Oregorio cannot fail of establishing a name in the world. 
As for mo, said Don Antonio, what is so* 'delightful in my eyes, 
far above the honours of logic or the eriss-cross-row, is the taste- 
ful sel^'ction of his company. Instead of demeaning himself to 
the level of tradesmen, he associates only with the young nobility, ^ 
'and sots the expense at nought. There is an elevation of senti- 
ment in this conduct which enchants me : and this is v^hat you 
may truly call disbursing with taste and judgment. 

These ironi(;al R])eeches were only the preludes to a continual 
strain of banter. Door Gregorio was attacked on all.|hands. Tl# 
wits shot their bolts by turns, but tliey made no impressioi^ on 
the fool; on the contrary, he took all they said literally, -and 
seemed liighly ph'ssed with his guests, as it they did him a fa- 
vour by making him their laughing-stock. In short, he served 
them for a butt while tliey sat at table, which they did not quit 
during the afternoon, nor till late at night. We, as well as our 
masters, drank as we liked, so that the sorvjyits’-hall and the 
dining-room were in cc^ually high order when we tooi: our leave 
of the young jeweller. ^ 

Ch. V . — Gil Bias becomes the darling of the fair sex^ and makes an^inte^ 
resting acquaintance. 

After some hours* sleep, I got np in tine spirits ; and calling the 
advice of Melendez to mind, went, till my master was stirring, to 
pay my court to our stew ard, w hoso vanity was rather flattered 
by this attention, lie received me with a gracious air, and en- 
quired how I nas reconciled to the habits and manners of the 
young nobility. I answered, that tliey were strange to me as 
yet, but that use and good example might work wonders in 
the end. 

Use and good example did work wonders, and that right soon. 
My temper and conduct were*^ quite jaltered. From a discreet, 
sober laa, I got to be a lively, heedless merry andreW. Don An- 
tonio’s servant paid me a compliment on my transformation, and 
told me that there wanted nothing Jbut a tender interest in the 
lovely part of the creation to shine like a new star dropped from 
the heavens. He pointed out to me that it was an indispensable 
requisite in the chai*acter of a pretty fellow, that ail our set were 
well with some fine woman or other ; and that he himself, to hii 
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^ own iliare, en^^rossed the favours of two beauties iu high life, I 
was of opinion that the rascal lied. Master Mogicon, said I, you 
are doubtless a very dapper, lively little fellow, with a modest 
assurance ; but still I do not eomprehendihow women of quality, 
nottliaving your sweet person on their own private establAh- 
merils, should run the risk of being detected in an intrigue with 
a footman out of doors. Oh ! as for that, answered he, they do 
not know my condition. To my master’s wardrobe, and even 
to his na^e, am I indebted for these conquests. I will tell you 
how it is. I dress mysalf up as a young nobleman, and assume 
the manners of one. I go to public places, and tip the wink^first 
to one woman and then to an(j4Jier, till I meet with one who re- * 

S ^ irns the signal. Her I follow, and find means to speal^ with 
er, I take the name of Don Antonio Contelles. 1 jdead for 
an assigijjation, the lady is scpieamisli about it ; Jam pressing, 
she is kind, et cmUra. Thus it is, my fine fellow, that T contrive 
to carjy on my intrigues, and I would have you profit by the 
liijit. 

I was tqo ^ambitious of shining like a new star dropped from 
the leavens, to turn a deaf ear to such counsel ; besides, there 
w^as about me no aversion to an amour. I therefore laid a plan 
to disguise myself as a young nobleman, and look out for adven* 
tures of gallantry. There was a risk in assuming my masquerade 
dress at home, lest it midit be observed. I took a complete suit 
from my master’s wardrooe, and made it up into a bundle, which 
I carried to a blirber’s, ^^llcre I thouglit I could dress and un- 
dress conveniently. There I tricked myself out to the best 
advantage. The barber too lent a helping hand to my attire, 
Wh& we thought it adjusted to a nicety, I sauntered towards 
Saint Jerome’s meadow, whence 1 felt morally certain that I 
should not return without making an impression. J3ut I could 
not even get thither, without a proof of my own attractions. 

As I was crossing a bye-street, a lady of genteel figure, ele- 
gantly dressed, came out of a small liouse, and got into an hired 
carriage standing at the door. I stopped sliort to look at her, 
and bowed significantly, so as to convey an intimation that my 
heart was not msensible. On her part, to shew me that her face 
was not less lovely ^than her person, she lifted up her veil for a 
moment. In the meantime the coa(;h set off, and I stood stock 
still in the street, not a little stiffened at this vision. A vastly 
pretty womatf! said I to fayself, Jfiess us! this is just what is 
wanting to make me perfectly accomplished. If the two ladies 
who share Mogicon between them we equally handsome, the 
scoundrel is in luck ! I should be delighted with her for a 
mistress. Buminating on these things, I looked by chance to- 
frards the house whence that lovely creature had glided, and saw. 
at a window on the ground floor an old woman beckoning ifte to 
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I flew like lightning into the house, and foiiiid, in a ver^neat 
parlour, this venerable and wary matron, who, taking me for a 
marquis at least, dropped a low curtsey, and said — I doubt not, 
my lord, but you must kave a bad opinion of a woman who, with- 
ouf the sliglitest acquaintance, beckons you out of the str^t ; 
but you will perhaps judge more favourably of me, when you 
shall know that I do not pay that compliment promiscuously. 
You look like a man of fashion ! You are perfectly in the right, 
my old girl, interrupted I, stretching out my right leg, and throw- 
ing tile weight of my body on my left hip ; mine is, vaiflty apart, 
one of the best families in Spain. It must bo so by your looks, 
replh'd she, and I will fairly own that I delight in aoing a kind- 
nOvSH people of quality, that is my weak side. I watched you 
through iny window. You looked very earnestly at a lady who^ 
lias just left me. Perhaps you may liave taken a fancy to her P 
tell me so plainly. By the honour of my house, answered I, she 
has shot me through the heart. T never saw anything so tempt- 
ing ; a most divine creature ! Do bring us aeejuainted, my dear, 
!ind rely on my gratitude. It is worth while to dt) these little 
offices for us of the beau monde; they are better^paid than 
our bills. 

I have told you once for all, replied the old w^oman, I am en- 
tirely devoted to people of condition ; it is my passion to be 
useful to them; I receive here, for example, a certain class of 
ladies, whom appearances prevent from seeing their favourites at 
home. I lend them my house, and thus the^* warmth of their 
constitutions is indulged, without risk to their **character8. 
Vastly well, quoth I, and you have just done that kindness to 
the lady in question? No, answered she, tliis is a young widow 
of quality, in w^ant of an admirer; but so difficult m her choice, 
that I do not know whether you w'ill do for her, however great 
your requisites mav he. I have already introduced to her three 
well- furnished galfants, but she turned up her nose at them. 
Oh 1 egad, my life, exclaimed I confidently, you have only to 
stick mo in her skirts, I w ill give you a good account of her, 
take my w^ord for it. I long to have a grapple w ith a beauty of 
such peremptory demands, they have not yet fallen in my way. 
Well then, said the old w^oman, you have only to come hither to- 
morrow at the same hour, your curiosity snail be satisfied, I 
will not fail, rejoined I ; wo sh|dl see whether a young nobleman 
can miss a conquest. . - 

I returned to the little barber’s without looking for other ad- 
ventures, but d<?eply interested in the event of this. Therefore, 
on the following day, I went, in 'Splendid attire, to the old 
woman's an hour sooner than the time. My lord, said she, you 
are punctual, and 1 take it kindly. To be sure the game is worth 
the chase. I have seen our young widow, and we have had a 
good deal of talk about you. iNot a word was to be said ; but I 
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have 4 aken such It liking ta you that I cannot hold my tongue. 
You have made yourself agreeable, and will soon be a happy 
man. Between ourselves, the lady is a relishing morsel, lier 
husband did not live long with her; he iglided away like a sha- 
dow^: she has all the merit of an absolute girl. The good old 
lady^ no doubt, meant one of those clever girls who contrive not 
to five single, though they live unmarried. 

The heroine of the assignation came soon in an hired carriage, 
as on the day before, dressed very magniticently. As soon as 
she came ^into the rooiii^I led off with five or six coxcombical 
bows, accotttjianied by the most fashionable |[rixiiaeea;^ r After 
this, I went up to her with a very familiar air, and lai^-^My 
adored angel, you behold a gentleman of no moan rankf^hom 
vour charms have undone. Your image, since yester^lijf, has 
taken complete possession of my fancy ; you liave tiqfl|ed a 
duchess neck and heels out of my heart, who was b^txamg to 
establish a footing there. The triumph is too gloriojoi me, 
answered $he, throwing off her veil, but still my transp^s are 
not without aUoy. Young men of fashion love variety, . Unji their 
hearts are, they say, bandied about from one to the otibif like a 
piece of base money. Ah ! ray sovereign mistress, repKed I, let 
us leave the future to shift for itself, and think only of the pre- 
sent, You are lovely, I am in love. If my passion is not hateful 
to you, let it take its course at random. We will embark like 
true sailors, set the storms and shipwreck of a long voyage at 
defiance, and only take the fair weather of the time present into 
the acceunf 

In finishing this speech, I threw myself in raptures at the feet 
of my nymph ; and the better to hit off my assumed character, 
pressed her with some little peevishness not to delay my bliss. 
She seemed a little touched by my remonstrances, but thought 
it too soon to yield, and giving me a gentle rebuff— Hold, said 
she, you are too importunate, this is like a rake. I fear you are 
but a loose young fellow. For shame, madam, exclaimed I ; can 
you set your face against what women of the first taste and 
condidon encourage r A prejudice against what is vulgarly 
called vice max be all very well for citizens* wives. That is 
decisive, replied 'she, there is no resisting so forcible a plea. I 
see plainly that wife men of your order dissimulation is to no 
purpose ; a woman must meet ypu half w^ay. Learn then your 
victory, add^ she with 8H1 appearance of disorder, as if her 
modesty suffered by the avowal ; you have inspired me with 
sentiments such as are new to my heart, and I only wait to 
know who you are, that Iwnay take 'you for my acknowledged 
lover. I believe you a young lord and a gentleman, yet there 
is no trusting to apearances ; and however prepossessed I may 
be in your &vour, I would not give away my affectioni^to a 
ftranger. 
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I recollected at the moment how Don Antinio’s servant had 
got out of a similar perplexity ; and determining, after his ex- 
ample, to paas for my master — Madam, said I to my dainty ’ 
widow, I will not exqjise myself from telling you my name, it 
is one that will not disparage its owner. Have you ever heard 
of Don Matthias de Silva P Yes, replied she ; indeed I aavo 
seen him witli a lady of my acquaintance. Though consider- 
ably improved in impudence, I was a little troubled by this 
discovery. Yet I rallied my forces in an instant, and extri- 
cated myself with a happy presence of mind. Welltthen, my 

fair one, retorted I, the lady of your acquaintanc'e knows 

a lord of my acquaintance and I am of his acquaint- 

ance ; of his own family, since you must know it. His grand- , 
fathct married the sister-in-law of my father’s uncle. You see 
we are very near relations. My name is Don Caesar. I an^ 
the only son of the great Don Ferdinand de Eibera, skin fifteen 
years ago, in a battle on the frontiers of Portugal. I could 
give you all tlie particulars of the action ; it was a devilish 

sharp one but to fight it over again wbuld«be losing the 

precious moments of mutual love. o 

After this cliscourso I got to be importunate and impassioned, 
but without bringing matters at all forwarder. The favours which 
my goddess w inked at my snaicliing, tended only to make me 
languish for what she was more chary of. The tyrant got back 
to her coach, wliicli w as waiting at the door. Nevertheless, I 
withdrew, w'ell enough pleased with my succ^^ss, though it still 
fell sliort of the only perfect issue. IF, said I to mfself, I have 
obtained indulgences but by halves, it is because this Jady for- 
sooth is a high-born dame, and thinks it beneath licr quality to 
play the very w^oman at the first interview. The pride of pedi- 
gree stands in tlie w'ay of iny advancement just now, but in a few^ 
days w'e sliall be better acciuainted. To be sure, it did not once 
come into my head that she might be one of those cunning gipsies 
always on the catch. Yet I liked better to look at things on the 
right 8i^!e than on the wTong, and thus maintained a favourable 
opinion of my wudow. We liad agreed at parting to meet again 
on the day after tlie morrow^ ; and tlie hope of arriving at the 
summit of my wishes gave me a foretaste of the pleasures w ith 
wiiieh I tickled my fancy. • 

With my brain full or joyous traces, I returned to my barber. 
Having changed my dress,*! Vent U> attend my paster at the 
tennis-court. I found him at play, and saw tlxat he w on ; for he 
w as not one of those impenetrable gamesters who make or mat 
a fortune w ithout moving* a muscle# In prosperity he was flip- 
pant and overbearing, but quite peevish on the losing side. He . 
left the tennis court in high spirits, and went for tlie Frince'i 
Theatre » I foUoived him to the box-door, then putting a ducat 
into my hand —Here, Gil Bias, said he, as 1 «ave been a winner 
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to-d|y, you shallfcot be the worse for it ; go, divert yourself with 
your- friends, and come to me about midnight at Arsenia's, where 
1 am to sup with Don Alexo Segiar. lie then went in, and I 
stood debating witli whom I should disburse my ducat, according 
to the pious will of tlie founder. I did ^ot muse long. Clarin, 
DoJi Alexo’s servant, just then came in my way. I took hitli to 
the next tavern, and w^e amused ourselves there till midnight. 
Thence we repaired to Arsenia’s house, where Clarin had orders 
to attend. A litlle footboy opened the door, and shewed us into 
a room dpwn stairs, where Arsenia’s waiting- woman, and the lady 
wlio held the ^<ame offic# about Florimonde, 'were laughing ready 
to split their sides, while their mistresses were above stairs# with 
our masters. 

Tlie addition of two jolly fellows just come from a good supner, 
I could not be unwelcome to abigails, and to the aliigaila ot ac- 
tresses tg)o; but what was my aatonishinent when in one of tlicse 
lowdy ladies 1 discovered my widows niy adondile w idow, whom 
I tooft for a eounl(\ss or a marchioness ! She appeared eiiually 
amazed to her dear Don Caesar de llihera metamorplioscd 
intQ the valet of a beau. However, v\e looked at one another 
without being out of countenance ; indeed, sucli a tingling sen- 
sation of iaught<‘r came over us both, as we (‘ouhl not liclj) in- 
dulging in. After wliieli Laura, for that w as her name, drawing 
mo aside wliile Clarin was sneaking to her feUow -scTvant, held 
out her hand to me very kiiuily, and said in a low' voice— -Accept 
this pledge, Sigr^^r Don Ca'sar ; mutual congrnlulMtioiis are more 
to tlie purpose tlian mutual reproacdies, my friemd. Voii topped 
vour pajt to perfection, and 1 was nut quite cont(‘in])tihl(‘ in mine. 
Wlj^t say yoiiP confess mnv, did not you take me for one of 
1 those precious peeresses w ho are fond of a little smuggled amuse- 
ment? It is even so, a^s\^c^e(l J, but wlioever 3 on are. my 
empress, I liave not changed niy scntiiiieiiis wilJi my paraplicr- 
ualia. Acccfit rny services in good part, and let tlie valel-do- 
chainbre of Don Mattliias consummati' what Don (’jcsar lias so 
happily begun. (let you gone, replied slie, I lik(* you t(m times 
better in your natural tliaii in your artifhrial cliaracter. You are 
as a man what I am as a woman, and that is tlie greatest com- 
pliment I can pay you. You arc admitU'd into the number of 
my adorers. We iiave no longer any need of the old woman as 
a blind, you may come and sec me w henever you like. W e tluv 
atrical ladies are no slavijs to f(A*m, but live higgledy piggledy 
with the mei. I allow’ that the effects are sometimes visible, but 
the public wink hard at our irregularities ; the drama’s patrons, 
as you w^ell know, give tlie drama 8*lawB, and absolve us from 
all others. 

We went no further, because there were bystanders. The 
conversation became general, lively, jovial, inclining to.looae 
jokes, not very carefully w rapped up. Wc all of us bore a bob. 
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Arsenia’a attendant above all, my amiable Lad:a, was verygcon- 
apicuoua ; but her wit waa ao extremely nimble, that her virtue 
could never overtake it. Our masters and the actresses on the 
floor above, raised incessant peals of laughter, which reached ua 
in the regions below ; and probably the entertainment was much 
elike with the celestials and the infernals. If all the knowing 
remarks had been written down, which escaped from the philoso- 

E hers that night assembled at Arsenia's, I really tliink it would 
ave been a manual for the rising generation, i et we could not 
arrest the chaste moon in her progress ; the rising of that blab, 
the sun, parted us. Clarin followed the^heels of ifcn Alexo, and 
I wont home with Don Matthias. 

, Ch. VI . — The Prince's company of comedians. 

My master getting up the next day, received a note from Don 
Alexo Segiar, desiring liis company immediately. We went, 
and found tliere the Marquis de Zcnette, and another young 
nobleman of prepossessing manners, whom I had nevef seen. 
Don Matthias, said Segiar to my protector, introducing the 
stranger, give mo leave to present Don Pompevo do Castro, a 
relation of mine. He has been at the court of Portugal almost 
from his childhood. He reached Madrid last night, and returns 
to Lisbon to-morrow. He can allow me only one day. I wish 
to make the most of the precious moments, and thought of asking 
you and the Marquis de Zenette to make out the time agreeably. 
Thereupon my master and Don Alcxo’s relation embraced 
heartily, and complimented one another in the most extravagant 
manner. I was much pleased with Don Pompeyo’s conversation, 
it shewed both acuteness and solidity. 

They dined w itii Segiar ; and the gentlemen, after the dessert, 
amused themselves at play till the theatre opened. Then they 
w^ent all together to the Princes JIutise, to see a new tragedy, 
called Thn Queen of Carthage, At the end of the piece they re- 
turned to supper, and their conversation ran first on the compo- 
sition, then upon the actors. As for the work, cried Don Mat- 
thias, I think very lightly of it. Eneas is a more pious blockliead 
there than in the Eiieid. But it must be owned that the piece 
was played divinely. What does Signor Don Pompeyo think 
of it F He does not seem to agree with m.i\ Gentlemen, said 
the illustrious stranger with a smile, you are so enraptured with 
your actors, and still more widi your actresses, that 1 scarcely 
dare avow my dissent. That is very prudent, interrupted Don 
Alexo with a sneer, your criticisms would be ill received. You 
should be tender of our actresses bdbre the trumpeters of their 
fame. We carouse with them every day, w’e warrant them sound 
in their conceptions *. we would give voiicliers for the justness of 
their^expression if it were necessary. No doubt of it, answered 
his kinsman, you would do the same kind office by their lives 
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tnd# their manners, from the same motives of compaiiionablo 
feeling. 

Your ladievS of the sock and buskin at Lisbon, said the Jfarquis # 
de Zenette, laughing, are doubtless far s^ipcrior P They (*ertainly 
are, replied Don Porapeyo. They are some of tliom at least 
perfect in their *cast. And these, resumed tlie Marquis, would 
be warranted by you in their conceptions and expressions ? I 
have no personal acquaintance with them, riyoined Don Pom- 
peyo. I am not of their revels, and can judge of tlieir merit 
without partiality. D(^ you, in good earnest, think your com- 
pany first-rate? No, really, said the Marquis, I Ihinlc nonsuch 
thing, ^ind only plead the cause of a few individuals. 1 give up 
all the rest. Will pu not allow extraordinary pow(‘rs jo the 
actress who played DidoP Did she not peuvsonate tliat queen 
t^th the dignity, and at the same time with all the bewitcliing 
charms, oalculated to realise our idea of the character P Could 
you help admiring the skill with which slie seizes on the passions 
of the*6pectator. and harmonizes tlicir tone to flic vihratjons she 
purposes to produce ? She may he called juTfeet in the excpiisite 
art ‘of declaiming. I agree with you, said Don I\nnpeyo, that 
she can touch the string either of terror or of pity : never did 
any actress come closer to the heart, and (he ptTmrnianee is alto- 
gether fine; but still slie is not without her d(*f(‘ets. Two or 
three things disgusted me in her jilaving. Would she denote 
surprise? she glances her eyes to and fro in a most extravagant 
manner, altogether unbecoming her 8up])osed majesty as a prin- 
cess. Add Ho this, that in swelling her voice, uliieh is of itself 
Sound a^d mellifluous, she goes out of Jier natural key, and 
^ assurges a harsh ranting tone. Pesidcs, it should seem as if she 
' might be suspected in more tban one passage, of not very clearly 
comprehending lier author. Yet I would in candour rather sup- 
pose her wanting in diligence than eapaeily. 

As far as I see, said Don Matthias to the critic, you will never 
w'rite complimentary odes to onr actresses! Ihirdon me, an- 
swered Don Pompeyo. I can discover high talent through all 
their imperfections. I must say that T was enchanted witli the 
chambermaid in the interlude. \Vliat fine natural parts ! With 
what grace she treads the stage! Has she anything pointed to 
deliver? she Iicightt^is it by an arcli smile, with a keen glance 
and sarcastic emphasis, which convey more to the understand- 
ing than the ^ords to the •ar. i\ might be objected that she 
sometimes gives too much scope to her animal spirits, and ex- 
ceeds the limits of allowable free<lom, but that would be hyper- 
critical. There is one bad laibit I should strongly advise her to 
correct. Sometimes in the very crisis of the action, and in an 
affecting passage, she bursts in all at once upon the interest with 
some misplaced jest, to curry favour w ith the mob of baAren 
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spectators. The pit, you will say, is cau^?ht by her artifice ;*tliat ^ 
may be well for her popularity, but not for their taste. 

And what do you think of the men P interrupted the Mar- 
quis ; you must give fhera no quarter, since you have handled 
the* women so roughly. Not so, said Don Pompeyo. There are 
some promising young actors, and I am particmarly well pleased 
with that corpulent performer who played the part of Dido's 
prime minister. His recitation is unaftected, and he declaims 
just as th(W do in Portugal. If you can bear such a fellow as 
that, said Segiar, you must be eharmeiwith the repi^sentative 
of Eiieas. Did not you think him a great, an original performer P 
Very original, indeed, answered the critic ; his inflections are 
quitcjiis own, they are as shrill as an hautboy. Almost always 
out of nature, he rattles the impressive words of the sentence offi 
his tongue, while he labours and lingers on the expletives ; thr 
poor conjunctions arc frightened at their own report ah they go 
off. Ho entertained me excessively, and especially when he was 
expressing in confidence his distress at abandoning tlie princess ; 
never was grief more ludicrously depicted. Faiv and softly, 
cousin, replied Don Alexo ; you will make us believe at last tlnit 
good taste is not greatly cultivated at the court of Portugal. 
Do you know that the actor of wliom we are speaking is cs- 
tct‘nied a phenomenon ? Did you not o])scrve what thunders of 
applause he called down? ifc cannot then*forc be contemp- 
tible. That therefore does not prove the jjroposition, replied 
Don Pompeyo. But, gentlemen, let us lay askle, I beseech you, 
the injudicious suffrages of tlic pit ; they are often given to per- 
formers very unseasonably. Indeed, their boisterous tokens of 
approbation are more freqiiently bestowed on paltry copies than 
on original merit, as Phedrus teaches us by an ingenious fable. 
Allow me to repeat it as follows : — 

The whole population of a city was assembled in a large square 
to see a pantomime played. Among the performers tliere was 
oug whose feats were applauded every instant. This bufibon, at 
the end of the entertamment, wished to close the scene with a 
new device. He came alone upon the stage, stooping down, 
covering his head with his mantle, and began counterfeiting the 
squeak of a pig. He acquitted himself so naturally as to be sus- 
pected of having the animal itself concealed within the fold.s of 
his drapery. He stripped, hvt there was no pig. The assembly 
ranrwith more furious apphuse than ever. A peasant, among 
th*vspet'»tators, was disgusted at this misplaced admiration. Gen- 
^ienien, exclaimed he, yqii are in the wrong to be so delighted 
with this oVifibon, he is not so goodbi mimic as you take him for. 
I can enact y he pig better ; if you doubt it, only attend here this 
time to*morvow. The people, prejudiced in the eau.se of their 
. favourite, collected in greater numbers on the next day, rather 
to hiss thecou utryman than to see what he could do. The rivals 
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aDpetfred on the stage. The buffoon began, and was more np- 
plauded than the day before. Then the farmer stooping down 
an his turn, with his head wrapped up in his cloak, pulled the ear 
of a real pig under his arm, duct made it sqReal most horribly. Yet 
this^enlighteued audience persisted in giving the preference 
thei# favourite, and hooted the countryinaii off the ooards ; viho 
pix)ducing the pig before he went, said— Gentlemen, you an* not 
hissing me, but the original pig. So imicli fi)r your jiidgincnt. 

Cousin, said Don Alexo, your fable is rather satirical. jXevcr- 
theless, ii? spi^e of youm pig* we will not bate an inch of our 
pinion. But let us change tlie subject, this is grown threadlvirt*. 
Then you set off to-morrow, do what we can to keep you with us 
. longer ? I sliould like, answered liis kinsman, to protraat niy 
>^ay with you, but it is not in niy power. I have tolil you al- 
'feady that I am come to the court of Spain on an affair of state. 
Yesterday, on my arrival, I had a conference with tlie prime 
ministey ; I am to see him to-morrow morning, and shall set out 
immediately afterwards on my return to Jashon. You are he- 
come quite a^Portuguese, observed Segiar, aiul to all appt'ar- 
ance>we shall lose you entirely from Madrid. 1 think otherwise, 
replied Don Ponipeyo, I liave the lionour to stand well with the 
Xing of l^ortugal, and have many motives of atln(‘hment to ilial 
court ; yet with all the kindness that sovereign has testilied t/»- 
Wards me, would you believe that I have Ik^ou on the ])oint of 
quitting his dominions for ever. ]nd<*ed! by wliat strange 
accident? said thc^Marquis. Give us the history, 1 hesooch you. 
Very readil^, answered Don Pompeyo, and at tlie same time my 
^ own, for it is closely interwoven witli the recital for which you 
^have sailed. 

Ch. VII, — llistory of Don Pompeyo de Caairo. 

Don Alexo knows, that from my boyish days, ray passion was 
for a military life. Our own country being at peace, I went into 
Portugal ; thence to Africa with the Duke of Braganza, who giive 
me a commission. I was a younger brotlier, with as slender 
a provision as most in Spain ; so that my only chance was in 
attracting the notice of the commandcr-in-ehief by rny bravery. 
I was so far from deficient in my duty, that the Duke*^ promoted 
me step by step, to one of the most iionourable posts in the ser- 
vice. After a long war, of which you all know the issue, I 
devoted myselj to the cour8 ; andithe King, on strong testi- 
monials from the general officers, rewarded mo With a considerable 
pension. Alive to that sovereign’s generosity, I lost no oppor- 
tunity of proving my gratitude by my diligence. I was in 
v> attendance as oiten as etiquette would allow' mo to offer myself 
*to his notice. By this conduct I gained insensibly the leva ^ 
that prince, and received new favours from liis hands. 

One day, when 1 distinguished myself in running at the ring^ 

h 2 
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and in a bull-fight preceding it, all the court extolled ray stren^h 
and dexterity. On my return home, with my honours thick 
upon me, I found there a note, informing me that a lady, my 
copquest over whom duglit to flatter me more than all the glory 
I had gained that day, wished to have the pleasure of my com- 

S ; and that I had only to attend in the evening, at a ^place 
ed out in the letter. This was more than all my public 
triumphs, and I concluded the writer to be a woman of the first 
quality. You may guess that I did not loiter by the way. An 
old w^oman in waiting, as my guide, conducted me "by a little 
garden-gate into a large house, and left me in an elegant closet, 
saying— Stay here, I will acquaint my mistress with your 
arrival, I observed a great many articles of value in the closet, 
w’hich was magnificently illuminated ; but this splendour only 
caught my attention as confirming mo in my previous opinion o,'* 
the lady’s high rank. If appearances strengthened that conjee* 
turc, her noble and majestic air on her entrance left no doubt on 
ray mind. Yet I was a little out in my calculation. 

Noble air, said she, after the step I have taken in your favour 
it were impertinent (o disown my partiality. Your brilliant ac- 
tions of to-day, in presence of the court, were not the inspirers 
of my sentiments, they only urge forward this avowal. I have 
seen you more than once, have inquired into your character, 
and the result has determined mo to follow the impulse of my 
lieart. But do not suppose that you are well with a Duchess. 

I am but the widow oi a captain in the Ring’s Guards ; yet 

there is something to throw a radiance round your victory 

the preference you have gained over one of the first noblemen 
in the kingdom. The Duke d’Almeyda loves me, and presses^ 
his suit with ardour, yet without success. My vanity only in-^" 
duc(?8 me to bear his importunities. 

Though I 81 ^' plainly, by this address, lliat I had got in with 
a coquet, my presiding star was not a whit out of my good graces 
fo^p involving me in this adventure. Donna Hortensia, for that 
was the lady’s name, was just in the ripeness and luxuriance of 
youth and dazzling beauty. Nay more, she had refused the pos- 
session *of her heart to the earnest entreaties of a duke, and 
offered it unsolicited to me. What a feather in the cap of a 
Spanish cavalier ! 1 prostrated myself at Hortensia’s feet, to 
thank her for her favours. \ talked just as a man of gallantry 
always does talk, and she had reason to be satisfl'/d with the ex- 
travagance of my acknowledgments. Thus we paided the best 
friends in the world, on fho terms of meeting every evening when 
the Duke d’Almeyda was prevcntOil from coming ; and she pro- 
mised to give me due notice of his absence. The bargain wa^ / 
exactly fulfilled, and I was turned into the Adonis of this new^, 
Venus. 

But the pleasures of this life are transitory. With all Uie 



• HISTOlLt OF DON POMPKYO DE CASTRO. 138 

lady*^ precautions to conceal our private treaty of commerce 
from my rival, ho found means of gaining a knowledge, of wliieli 
it concerned us greatly to keep him ignorant ; a disloyal cham- 
ber-maid divulged the state secret. Thil nobleman, naturally 
generous, but proud, self-sufficient and violent, was exasperated 
at raj" presumption. Anger and jealous}^ set him beside himself. 
Taking counsel only with his rage, he resolved on an infamous 
revenge. One night when 1 w'as witli Hortensiu, he waylaid me 
at the little garden gate, with all liis servants provided with 
cudgels. As SQon as I erme out, he ordered me to be seized, and 
beat to death by tliese wretches. Lay on, said he, let the wisli 
intruder give up the ghost under your eliastisement ; thus shall 
S his insolence be punished. No sooner had he tinislicd Wiese 
Vords, than his myrmidons assaulted nu* in a body, and gave me 
such a beating, as to si retch me sensedess on the ground : after 
which the^f hurried olF with their maaUT, to whom this butchery 
Imd beep a delicious pastime. 1 lay the remainder of the night, 
just as they had left me. At day-break, some people jiassed by, 
who, finding tlftit life was still in me, had the hunmniiy to carry 
me to\ surgeon. Fortunately my wounds were not mortal ; nnu, 
falling into skilful hands, I was n(*rfectly cured in two months. 
At the end of that period I made my appearanec again at court, 
and resumed my former way of life, except that 1 steered clear 
of Hortensia, \\ho oi^lior part math* no further attempt to renew 
the acquaintaree, because the duke, on that condition, had par- 
doned ner infjdelitj^ 

As my adventure was the town talk, and I was known to be 
no coward/pcoplo were astonished to sec me as ([uiet os if 1 had 
ij^ceived no affront; for I kept my tliouglits to myself, and 
seemed to have no quarrel with any man living. No one knew 
what to think of my counterfeited insensibility. Some imagined 
that, in spite of my courage, the rank of the aggreisor overawed 
me, and occasioned my tacit submission. Others, with more 
reason, mistrusted my silence, and considered my inoffensive 
demeanour as a cover to my revenge. The King was of opinion 
with these last, that I was not a man to put up witli an insult, 
and that I should not be wanting to myself at a convenient op- 
portunity. To discov^ mv real intentious, he sent for me one 
aay into his closet, where he said : Don Poinpeyo, I know what 
accident has befallefl you, and am surprised, 1 own, at your for- 
bearance. Youiare certainly keting u part. Sire, answered I, 
how can I know whom to challenge ? I w as attacked in the night 
by persons unknown : it is a misfortune of w hich I must make 
t5^ nest. No, no, replied the King, I am not Uf be duped by 
* ie evasive answers. The whole story has reached my ears. 
^Tie Duke d’Almeyda has touched your honour to the quick. 
>'6u are nobly born, and a Castilian : I know what that doub.e 
character requires. You cherish hostile designs. Admit me a 
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party to your purposes ; it must be so. Nerer fear the douse* 
quences of maKing me your confidant. 

Since vour majesty commands it, resumed I, my sentiments 
Blqdl be laid open witllout reserve. Yes, sir, I meditate a severe 
retribution. Every man, wearing such a name as mine, must 
account for its untarnished lustre with his family. You know 
the unworthy treatment I liave experienced; and I purpose 
assassinating the Duke d*Almeyda, as a mode of rerenge corre- 
spondent to the injury. I shall plunge a dagger in his bosom, 
or shoot him through the head, and esotpe, if 1 can, into Spain. 
Thb is my design. 

It is violent, said the King : and yet I have little to say against 
it, after the provocation which the Duke d’AJmeyda has given, 
you. He is worthy of tlie punishment you destine for him. Biu 
do not be in a hurry with your project. Leave me to devise a 
method of bringing you together again as friends. On ! sir, ex- 
claimed I with vexation, why did you extort my secret from me f 
What expedient can. . . .If mine is not to your satisfaction, in- 
terrupted lie, you may execute your first intention. I do not 
mean to abuse your contidenco, I shall not implicate your hon- 
our ; so rest contented on that head. 

I was greatly pmszlcd to guess by what means the King de- 
signed to terminate this affair amicably : but thus it was. He 
sent to speak with the Duke d’Almeyda in mrivatc. Duke, said 
he, you have insulted Don Pompeyo de Uiistro. You are not 
ignorant that he is a man of noble birth, a soldier who lias served 
with credit, and stands high in my favour. You owe him repa- 
ration. I am not of a temper to refuse it, answered '^he Duke. 

If he complains of my outrageous behaviour, I am ready to 
justify it by the law of arms. Something very different must 
be done, replied the king : a Spanish gentleman understands the 
point of lionotr too well, to fight on equal terms with a cowardly 
assassin. I can use no milder term ; and you can only atone for 
the lieinousiieas of your conduct, by presenting a cane in person 
to yourfl-ntagouist, and offering to submit yourself to its disci- 
pline. Oh heaven ! exclaimed the Duke : what I sir, would you 
Lave a man of my rank degrade, debase himself before a simple 
gentleman, and submit to be caned ! No, .replied the monarch, 
i will oblige Don Pompeyo to promise not lo touch you. Only 
offer him the cane, and ask Ijiis pardon : that fk ail I reouire from 
you. And that is too much, sir, interrupted the Puke a Almeyda 
warmly : I had rather remain exposed to all the secret machina- 
tions of his resentment.^ Your life is dear to me, said the king ; 
and I should n^diih this affair to hate no bad consequences. To 
terminate it with less disgust to yourself, I will be me only wi^- "" 
ness of the satisfaction which I order you to off er to the Spaniard. 

The King was obliged to stretch his influence over the Duke 
to the utmost, before he could induce him to so mortifying a step. 
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Hoilever, the peremptory monarch effected his purpose, and then 
sent for me. He related the particulars of his conversation with 
my enemy, and enquired if I should be content with the stipu- 
lated reparation. I answered, yes : an(l,i(ave my word that, far 
frqjn sirikin^^ the offender, I would not even accept the cane, 
wli£n he presented it. With this understanding, the Duke and 
myself at a certain hour attended the king, who took us inlo his 
closet. Come, said he to llie Duke, acknowledge your fault, and 
deserve to be forgiven by the humility of your contrition. TJicu 
my antajioiiist made his^apology, and offered me the cane in Jiis 
hand. Don Pornpoyo. said the monarch unexpectedly, take the 
cane, and let not my presence prevent you from doing justice to 
your outraged honour. I release you irom your promise not to 
strike the Duke. No, sir, answered 1, it is enough that he hfis siib- 
:mitted to the indignity of the offer: an oflended Spaniard asks 
no more« Well then ! replied the King, since you are content 
W’itli this satisfaction, you may both of you at once assume the 

S rivilige of a gentlemanly quarrel. Measure your swords, and 
iscuRs the (question honourablv. Jt is what I most ardently 
desire, exclaimed the Duke d’Almoyda in a menacing tone ; for 
that only is competent to make me amends for the disgraceful 
step I have taken. 

With these words, he went away full of rage and shame ; and 
sent to tell me, two hours after, that he was waiting for me, in a 
retired place. I Ifept the appointment, and found this nobleman 
ready to fight lustily. He was not five and forty ; deficient 
neither inscoiirage nor in skill : so that tlie match N\as fair and 
e(|iial. ^Coine on, Don Pompeyo, said he, let us terminate our 
difference here. Our hostility ought to he reciprocally mortal ; 
yours, for my aggression, and mine, for having asked your j>ar- 
don. These words were no sooner out of his mouth, than he 
drew upon me so suddenly, that I had no time to reply. He 
presseef very closely upon me at first, but I had the jjoou fortune 
to put by all his thrusts. I acted on the oflensive in my turn : 
the encounter was evidently with a man equally skilled in defence 
or in attack ; and there is no knowing what might have been the 
issue, if he had not made a false step in retiring, and fallen back- 
wards. I stood still immediately, and said to the duke, Kfecover 
yourself. W’^hy f^ike me any quarter P lie answered. Your for- 
bearance only aggravates my disgrace. 1 will not take advantage 
of an accident, replied 1 ; it wouM only tarnish my glory. Once 
more recover yourself, and let us fight it out. 

Don Pompeyo, said he rising, after this act of generosity, 
honour allows me not to jrenew the attack upon you. What 
Mould the M'orld say of me, Mere I to wound’ you mortally? I 
should be branded as a coMard for having murdered a man, at 
whose mercy I liad just before lain prostrate. I cannot there- 
fore again lift my arm against your life, and I feel xny resentful 
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passions subsiding into the sweet emotions of gratitude. •Don 
rompeyo, let us mutually lav aside our Hatred. Let us go still 
further ; let us be friends. Ah ! my lord, exclaimed I, so flatter- 
ing a proposal I joyfully accept. I proffer you my sincere friend- 
ship ; ana, as an earnest, promise never more to approach Dopna 
Hortensia, though she herself should invite me. it is my duty, 
said he, to yield that lady to you. Justice requires me to give 
her up, since her affections are yours already. No, no, inter- 
ruptea I ; you love her. Her partiality in my favour would give 
you uneasiness ; I sacrifice my own pleasures to your peace. 
Ah! too generous Castilian, replied the duke, embracing me, 
your sentiments are truly noble. With what remorse do they 
strike me! Grieved and ashamed, I look back on the outrage 
you have sustained. The reparation in the king’s chamber seems , 
now too trifling. A betttir rccompence awaits you. To obliter- ' 
ate all remembrance of your shame, take one of my niectfs, whose 
hand is at my disposal. She is a rich heiress, not fifteep, with 
beauty beyond the attractions of mere youth. 

I made my acknowledgments to the ciuke in teriihi such as the 
high honour of his alliance might suggest, and married his nibce 
a few days afterwards. All the court complimented this noble- 
man oil liaving made such generous amends to an insulted rival ; 
and my friends took part in my joy at the happy issue of an 
adventure which might have led to the most melancholy conse- 
quences. From this time, gentlemen, I have lived happily at 
Lisbon. I am the idol of my wife, and have nit sunk the lover 
in the husband. The Duke d’Almeyda gives me new proofs of 
friendship every day ; and I may venture to boast of standing 
high in the King of Portugal’s good graces. The importance rf y 
my errand hither sufficiently assures me of his confidence. 

Ch. VIII . — An accident, in consequence of which Gil Bias was obliged 
to look out for another place. 

Such was Don Pompeyo’s story, whicli Don Alexo’s servant and 
myself overheard, though we wore prudently sent away before 
he began his recital. Instead of withdrawing, we skulked behind 
the door, which we had left half open, and from that station we 
did not miss a word. After this, the company went on drinking ; 
but they did not prolong their carousals till tne morning, because 
Doii Pompoyo, who was to speak with the prime minister, wished 
for a little rest beforehand. Tue Marquis de Zei 2 ,ette and my 
master took a cordial leave of the stranger, and left him with hia 
kinsman. 

We went to bed for onccf*before daybreak ; and Don Matthias, 
when he awoke, invested me w ith a new office. Gil Bias, said he, 
take pen, ink, and paper, and write two or three letters as I shall 
dictate : you shall henceforth be my secretary Well and good ! 
said I to myself, a plurality of functions. As footman, 1 follow 
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my liaster’s heels; as^valet-de-ehambre, I lielp liini io dressy 
and write for liim us his secretary. Heaven bo praised for my 
apotheosis! Like the triple Hecate of tlio Pantheon, I am *^0 
enact three different characters at the san^ time. Can you ^ueaa 
my itttention P continued he. Thus it is ; but take care what 
you are about ; your life may depend on it. As I am continually 
meeting with fellows who boast of their success among the 
women, I mean, by way of getting the upper hand, to fill my 
pockets with fictitious love-letters, and read them in company. 
It will be amusjng enoug^. Happier than my competitors, who 
make conquests only for the pleasure of the boast, I shall ^ake 
the credit of intrigue, and spare myself the labour. Put vary 
your writing, so that the manufacture may not be deteet(‘d by 
sameness of llie band. * 

^ I then sat down to comply with the commands of Don Matthias, 
who first dictated a tender epistle to this tnne—l^ew did ml 
heep y<^r promi Re to-iiiffliL Ah! Don Matthias, how will you 
exculpate yourself! My error was a cruel one ! But you punish 
me deservedly for my vanity, infaneylng that business and amuse- 
menthoere ail to give way before the pleasure of seeing Donna 
Clara de Mendoza ! After this pretty note, lie made me write 
another, as if from a lady who sacrificed a prince to liim ; and 
then a third, whose fair writer offered, if she could r(‘ly on his 
discretion, to embark with him for the shores of Cythorean en- 
chantment. It w as not enough to dictate these love-sick strains ; 
he forced me to sidiscribc them with the most high-flying names 
in Madrid. I could.not forbear hinting at some little hazard in 
all this, b.at he begged me to keep my sage counsels till they 
^were called for. I was obliged to hold my tongue, and dispatch 
liis orders out of hand. That done, he got up, and dressed with 
my assistance. The letters w'cre put into his pocket, and out he 
went. I followed him to dinner with Don Juan de Moricade, 
who entertained five or six gentlemen of his acquaintamx* that 
day. 

TRere was a CTand set-out, and mirth, the best relish, w^as not 
wanting to the Tbanquet. All the guests contributed to enliven 
the conversation, some by wit and humour, others by anecdotes 
of which the relaters w^ere the heroes. My master would not 
lose 80 fine an opporf unity of bringing our joint performances to 
bear. He read them audibly, and with so much a'^surance, that 
probably the ^hole party, with tt;e exception of his secretary, 
was taken in by the aevice. Among the company, before whom 
this trick was so impudently played off, thiTc was one person, by 
name Don Lope de v elasco. This person, a very grave don, instead 
ot making himself merry like the rest with the fictitious triumphs 
^of the reader, asked him coolly if the conquest of Donna Clara 
had been achieved with any great difficulty ? Less than Hhe 
leMt, answered Don Matthias ; the ranees w ere all on her tide. 



138 


GIL BLAB. 


She saw me in public, and took a fancy ^ my person, i^scout 
was compiissioned to follow me, and thus she got at my name ^ 
and condition. Slie wrote to me, and gave me an appointment 
at an hour of tlie nigl# when the house was sure to be quiet. I 
was true as the needle to the pole ; her bedchamber wa# the 
place .... But prudence and delicacy forbid my describing 
what passed there. 

At this instance of tender regard for the lady^s character, 
Signor de Velasco betrayed some very passionate w’orkings in his 
countcnatice. It was easy to see the^intcrest he tBok in the 
subiect. All these letters, said he to my master, looking at him 
with an eye of indignation and contempt, are infamous forgeries, 
and fbove all tliat which you boast of having received from 
Donna Clara do Mendoza. Tliere is not in all Spain a more 
modest young creature than herself. For these two years, 
gentleman, at least your equal in birth and personal taerit, has 
been trying every method of insinuating himself into hey heart. 
Scarcely have his assiduities extorted the slightest encourage- 
ment : but yet he may Hatter himself that, if anything beyond 
common civility had been granted at all, it would have bei?n to 
him only. Well ! Who says to the contrary P interrupted Don 
Matthias in a bantering way. I agree with you, that the. lady is 
a very pretty behaved young lady. On my part, I am a very 
pretty behaved young gentleman. Ergo, you may rest assured 
that nothing took place between us but what was pretty and 
well behaved. Indeed! This is too much, interrupted Don Lupe 
in his turn ; let us lay aside this unscasonablo jestini;. You are 
an impostor. Donna Clara never gave vou an appoiiitment by 
night. Her reputation shall not be blackened by your ribaldry. 
But prudence and delicacy forbid my describing what must pass’* 
between you and nio. Witli this retort on liis lips, ho looked 
eontein))tuoii8ly round, and v»ithdrew with a meuoinng aspect, 
which anticipated serious consequences to my judgment. My 
master, whose courage was better than his cause, held tHfe threats 
of Don Ix)pe in derision. A blockhead ! exclaimed he, bursting 
into a loud fit of laughter. Our knights-errant used to tilt for 
tiic beauty of their mistresses, this fellow would engage in the 
lists for the forlorn hope of virtue in his ; he is more ridiculous 
than his prototypes. 

Velasco’s retiring, in vain (jpposedby Moncade, occasioned no 
interruption to the merriment. The party, without thinking 
further about it, kept the bail up briskly, and aid not part till 
they had made free with the next day. We went to bed, that 
is, my master and myself, about ^ive o’clock in the morning. 
Sleep sat heavy on my eyelids, and, as I thought, was taking 
permanent possession thereof ; but I reckoned without my boat, 
or Hthcr without our porter, who came And waked me in an 
hour, to say that there was a lad enquiring for me at the doer. 
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Oa P thou infernal porter, muttered I indistinctly, through the 
interstices of a long yawn, do you consider that I have but now 
got to bed P Tell the little rascal that I am just asleep ; he 
must come again by-and-by. He insisOs, replied Cerberus, on 
spaaling with you instantly ; liis business cannot wait. As that 
wa9 the case 1 got up, put on nothing but m}*^ breeches and 
doublet, and went down stairs, swearing and gaping. My 
friend, said I, be so good ns to let me know what urgent affair 
procures me the lionour of seeing you so early P I have a letter, 
answered he,, to deliver personally into the hands of Signor Don 
Matthias, to be read by him without loss of time ; it is qf the 
last consequence to him~pray shew mo into his room. As I 
thought the matter lookcul serious, I took the liberty of djsturb- 
ing my master. Excuse me, said I, for waking you, but the 

"^pressing nature What do you want? internipted he, just 

in my sty'le w'ith the porter. Sir, said the lad who was at my 
elbowi here is a letter from Don liopo de Velasco. Don Mat* 
thias looked at the cover, broke it, and after reading the con- 
tei^s, said the messenger of Don J .one— my good fellow, I 
never get up before noon, let the party bo ever so agreeable ,* 
judge whether I can be expected to be stirring by six in the 
morning for a small-sword recreation. You may tell your 
master, that if he chooses to kick his heels at the spot till half- 
past twelve, wo w’ill come and sec how he looks there— carry 
him that answer. With tliis flippant speech he plunged down 
snugly ur\dcr the bed-clothes and fell fast asleep again as if 
nothing had happened. 

Betw^‘en eleven and tw elve, he got up and dressed himself 
' with the utmost composure, and went out, telling me that there 
was no occasion for my attendance ; but I was too much on the 
tenterhooks about the result, to mind his orders. I sneaked 
after him to Saint Jerome's meadow, wliere I saw Don Lope do 
Velascj waiting for him. I took my station to watch them ; and 
was an eye-witness to all the circumstances of their rencounter. 
They saluted, and began their fierce debate w itliout delay. The 
engagement lasted long. Th^ cxclianged tlirusts alternately, 
with equal skill and mettle. The victory, however, was on the 
side of Don Lope he ran my master through, laid him lielplcss 
on the ground, and made his escape, with apparent satisfa^ion 
at the severe reprisal. I ran up to the unfortunate Don Mat- 
thias, and fenna hihi in a xnost desperate situation. The sight 
melted me. I could not help weeping at a catastrophe to which 
I had been an involuntary contributor. Nevertheless, with all 
sympathy, I had still my little wits about me. Home went I in 
a hurry, without saying a word. I made up a bundle of my own 
goods and chattels, inadvertently slipping in some odd articles 
Delonging to my master : and when 1 had deposited this with 
flie b^ber, where my dress as a fine gentleman wts still lodgedf 
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I published the news of tlic fatal accident. Any gaper lAight 
have it for the trouble of listening ; and above all, I took care to 
make Rodriguez acquainted with it. He would have been ex- 
tremely afHi(?tcd, but that his own proceedings in this delicate 
case required all his attention. lie called the servants together, 
ordered them to follow him, and we went all together to SAint 
Jerome’s meadow. Don Matthias was taken up alive, but he 
died three hours after he was brought home. Thus ended the 
life of Signor Don Matthias de Silva, only for having taken a 
fancy to reading supposititious loveJctt(>"8 unseasonably. 

On. IX. — A new service, after the death of Don Matthias de Silva, 

days after the funeral, the establishment was paid up and 
dischafg<'d. I fixed my head-quarters with the little barber, in 
a very (dose connection with whom I began to live. It seemed 
to promise more pleasure than with Melendez. As I wxis in no 
want of money, it was time (mough to think of another place • 
besidt's, 1 had got to be rather ni(*e on that head. I would not 
go into 8ervi(!(‘ any more, but in famili(‘8 above thei-i vulgar. In 
short, J was ded-ennined to enquire very strictly in1;o the charac- 
ter of a new' place. The best w'ould not be too good ; such high 
pretemsions did the late valet of a young nobh'man think himself 
entith‘d to assume above the common herd of servants. 

Waiting till fortune should throw a situation in my way, wor- 
thy to be honoured by my acceptance, I thought I could not do 
better than to devote my leisure to my charm iny Laura, whom I 
not seen since the pleasant occurrence of our double discovery. I 
could not venture on dressing as Don Cicsar de Ribera ; it would 
have been an act of madness to have assumed that style but as a 
disguise. Bc8ide.s that my own suit was not much out of condition, 
all smaller articles had ])ropagat(*d miraculously in the aforesaid 
bundle. I made myself up therefore, with the barber’s aid, as 
a sort of middle man betw een Don Ca*sar and Gil Bias. In this 
demy-character, I knocked at Arsenia’s door. Laura was alone 
in the parlour w here w e had met last. Ah ! is it you, cried she, 
as soon as she saw^ me ; I thought you were lost. You have had 
leave to come and see me for this w cek : but it seems you are 
modest, and do not presume too much on your license. 

I made my apology on the score of my master’s death, with 
my Wn engagements consequent thereupon ; and I added in the 

S iritof gallantry, that in my^^ greatest perplexities, my lovely 
lura had alw ays been foremost in my thoughts. ' That beine 
so, said she, I have nq more reproaches to make ; and I will 
frankly own that I have thought of you. As soon as I was ac- 
quainted with the untimely end of Don Matthias, a plan occurred 
to me, probably not quite displeasing to you. 1 have heard my 
mistress say some time ago, that she wanted a sort of man of 
business ; a good arithmetician, to keep an exact account of ouf 



OIL UIAS VISITS LAUKA, 


14L 

outfoin^s. I fixed my aficctions on your lordship ; you seem 
.exactly calculated for such an office. I feel myself, answered I, 
a steward by inspiration. I have read all tliat Aristotle has 
written on finance ; and as for reducing jt to the modern system 
of book-keepin|j . . . .But, my dear ^irl, there is one impediment 
injhe way. What impediment P said Laura. I have sworn, 
replied I, never again to live with a eommoncr: I have sworn 
by Styx, or something else as binding. If Jupiter could not 
burst the links of such an oath, judge whether a poor servant 
ought nc^ to be bound Ij^ it. What do you mean by a commoner ? 
rejoined the 'impetuous abigail : fi)r w hat do you take us ac- 
tresses ? Do you take us for the ribs of the limbs of the Ian' ? for 
attorneys’ wives F J would have you to know, my friend, that 
'^ctresses rank with the first nobility; being only common to 
inAe uncommon, and therefore though common, uncommonly 
illustrioiis. 

On that footing, my uncommon commoner, said T, the post 
you hWe destined for me is mine : I shall not lower my dignity 
oy acceptin^^ it. No to be sure, said she: backwards and for- 
wfiTids between a puj)py of fashion, and a she-wc»ir of the stage ; 
why it is exactly preserving an equilibrium of rank in the crea- 
tion. We are sympatlieiic animals, just on a Icjvel w ith the peo- 
ple of quality. AVe have our eejuipages in tlio same style ; we 
give our little suppers on the same scale ; and on the broad 
ground we are just of as much use in civil sociidy. In fact, to 
draw a parallel betw een a inaniuisandaplayer through the space 
of four aitti twenty hours, they are just on a par. The marquis, 
for threp-fourtliH of the time, ranks above the ])layer by political 
courtesy and sufierance ; the player, during his hour on the stage, 
overtops the manjuis in the part of an emperor or a king, w liich 
he better know s liuw' to enact. Thus there seems to be a balance 
between natural and political nobility, which places us at least 
on a level with tlie live lumber of tlie court. Yes truly, replied 
J, you ar^ a match for one another, there is no gainsaying it. 
Bley their dear hearts ! the players are not men of straw', as I 
foolishly believed, and you have made my mouth water to serve 
such a worshipful fraternity. Well then ! resumed she, you have 
oply to come back again in two days. That lime w ill be sufli- 
jj. ?it to incline m> •mistress in your favour : I will speak up for 
5 . i. She is a little under my influence ; I do not fear bringing 
you under this roof. , \ • 

I tliankcd^Laura fot her good dispositioni. My gratitude took 
the readiest way lo prove itself to Jjcr comprehension ; and my 
tent thrillings expressedjnore thair words. We had a pretty 
long conversation togcilier, and it miglit have lasted till this 
time, if a little skipping fellow had not come to tell mv nymnh 
of* the side scenes that Arsenia was enquiring for her. t We 
parted. 1 left the house, in the sw eet hope of soon living there 
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Bcot-free ; and my face was shown up a^j;ain at the door in# two 
days. I was looking out for you, said my accomplished scout, ' 
to assure you that you are a messmate at this house. Come,* follow 
me ; I will introduce yjju to my mistress. At these words, she 
led jne into a suite of five or six rooms on a floor, in a regular 
gradation of costly furniture and tasteful equipment. * 

What luxury ! What magnificence ! I thought myself in 
presence of a vice-queen, or, to mend the poverty of the com- 
parison, in a fairy palace, where all the riches of the earth were 
collected. In fact, there were the productions of many people 
and of many countries, so that one niiglS describe this residence 
as tlib temple of a goddess, whither every traveller brought some 
rare product of his native land, as a votive ollering. The divin- 
ity was reclining on a voluptuous satin sofa ; she was lovely in 
iny eyes, and pampered witli the fumes of daily sacrilices. She i 
was in a tempting dishabille, and her polished hands v ^re ele- 
gantly busy about a new bead-dress for her appearance that 
evening. Aladam, said the abigail, here is that said steward ; 
take my word for it, you will never get one more tqyour liking. 
Arsenia looked at me very inquisitively, and did not find me 
disagreeable. Why this is something, Laura, cried she ; a very 
smart vouth truly : 1 foresee that we shall do very well together. 
Then directing her discourse to me, Young man, added she, you 
suit me to a hair, and 1 have only one observation to make ; you 
will be pleased with me, if I am so with you. I answered that 
I should do my utmost to serve her to her heart’s content. As 
I found tliat tlie bargain was struck, I went immediakly tofeteli 
in my own little accommodations, and returned to take formal 
possession. 


Ch. X .— such another as the foregoing^ 

It was near the lime of the doors opening. My mistress told 
me to attend her to the theatre with Laura. We went into her 
dressing-room, uUere she threw' off her ordinary attire, and as- 
sumed a more splendid costume for the stage. When the per- 
formance began, Laura shewed me the way, and seated herself 
by my side where I could see and Iicar the actors to advantage. 
They disgusted me for the most part, doubtless because Don 
Pompeyo had prejudiced me against them. Suveral of them were 
loudly applauded, but the fable of the pig w’ould now and then 
come across my mind. , y 
Laura told me the names of the actor^ and actresses as they 
made their entrances. Nor did she stop there, for the hnssey 
gave some highly-seasoned'anecdotescinto the bargain. Her cha- 
racters w'ere, crack -brain for this, impertinent fellow for tliat. 
That delicate sample of sin, who depends on her w'untbnness for 
her attractions, goes by the same of Kosarda ; a bad speculation 
for the company ! She ought to be sent with the next cargo to 
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New^Spain, she may answer the purpose of the viceroy. Take 
jpartieular notice of that brilliant star now coming forward ; that 
Ynaguifleent setting sun, increasing in bulk as its fires become 
less vivid. Tliat iwS Casilda. If from tha|; distant day when she 
first laid herself open to her lovers, she had required from e»jeli 
of tjiem a brick to build a pyramid, like an ancient Egyptian 
princess, the edifice by this time would have mounted to the 
third heaven. In short, Laura tore all character to pieces by 
her scandal. Heaven forgive her wicked tongue I She blas- 
phemed lup* own mistress. 

And yet I must own ^my weakness. I was in lovcMvith the 
wench, though her morals were not strictly pure. Slio scnn’dal- 
ised w’itli so w'inning a malignity that one JiVed her I he better 
^r it. Ofi‘ went the jill-fiirt Ixdween the acts, to see if Arsenia 
Vurtted lier ; but instead of t-oming straight ])ack to her place, 
she amused herself behind the scenes, in laying hersc^lf out for 
the little flatteries of all tlie wluTdling fellows. 1 dogged her 
once, ahd found that she had a very large acquaintance. J^oless 
than three plq^crs did 1 reckon up, who stopped to chat u it h her 
one'^fter the other, and they seemed to be on a very iin])rovablo 
footing. This was not quite so well ; and for the first time in 
my life I felt what jealousy was. I returned to rny seat so ab- 
sent and out of spirits, that Laura remarked it as soon as she 
came back to me. What is the matter, Gil Bias, said she with 
astonishment ; what blue devil lias perched upon your sl»ouhh*r 
in my absence ? ,, You look gloomy and out of t(*mper. My 
fairy queent answered T, it is not without rc'ason, you have an 
ugly kicl^in your gallop. I iiave observed you Mith the jilayers 

So, so! An admirable subject for a long face, interrupted 

^ she with a laugli. Wliat! That is your trouble is it ? Why 
really ! You are a very silly swain ; but you will g(‘t belter no- 
tions among us. You will fall by degrees into our easy maniuTS. 
No jealousy, my dear creature, you will be completely hiuglied 
out of it in the theatrical world. Tlie passion is seareely knoMu 
there. Fathers, husbands, brothers, uncles, and cousins, an* all 
upon a liberal plan of community, and often make a strange 
jumble of relationships. 

After having warned me to take no umbrage, but to look at 
everything like a 'philosophical spectator, she vowed that 1 was 
the happy mortal wlio had found the way to her heart, fciiie then 
deelarea that slie should loye me Always, and only me. Oh this 
a>sunirice, wlflch a man might have doubted without criminal 
scepticism, I promised her not to be alarmed any more, and kept 
my word. 1 saw her, on that very evening, whisper and giggle 
null more men than one. At \he end of tlie play we returned 
home with our mistress, wliither Florimonde came soon after to 
supper, with three old noblemen and a player. Besides laiura 
and myself^ the establishment consisted ot a cook-maid, a coach* 
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man, and a little footboy. We all laboured in our resiypctive 
vocations. The lady of the frying-pan, no less an adept than, 
Dame Jacintha, was assisted in her cookery by the coachman. * 
The waiting-woman agd the little footbov laid the cloth, and I 
sej out the sideboard, magnificently furnished with plate, offered 
up at, the shrine of our green-room goddess. There* was 
every variety of wines, and I played the cup-bearer, to shew my 
mistress the versatility of my talents. I sweated at the impu- 
dence of the actresses during supper ; they gave themselves 
Quality airs, and affected the tone of high life. Far fyom giving 
their guests all their style and titles, tli«y did not even vouchsafe 
a simple “ Your lordshij),” but calhd them familiarly by their 
proper names. To be sure, the old fools encouraged their vanity 
by forgetting their own distance. The player, for his part, in 
the habits of tlic heroic east, lived on equal terms with theW 
he challenged tiicm to drink, and in every respect tookpthe uppflS 
hand. In good truth, said I to myself, while Laura was demon- 
strating the equality of the Marquis and the comedian during 
the day, she might have drawn a still stronger inference for the 
night, since they pass it so merrily in drinking together. ^ 

Arsenia and Floriinonde were naturally frolicsome. A thou- 
sand broad hints escaped them, intermingled with small favours, 
and then a coquettish revolt at their own freedom, which were all 
seasoned exactly to the taste of these old sinners. While my mis- 
tress was entertaining one of them with a little harmless toying, her 
friend, between the other elders, had not taken the cue of Su- 
sanna. While I was contemplating this picture, which had but 
too many attractions for a knowing youth like me, the dessert waa 
brought in. Then I set the bottles and glasses on the lable, and 
made my escai)o to sup with Laura, who w'as waiting for me. 
How now ! Gil Bias, said slie, wlial do you tliink of those noble- 
men above stairs? Doubtless, auswx‘rcd I, they are deeply 
smitten with Arsenia and Floriinonde. No, replied she, they are 
old sensualists, wlio hang about our sex without any particular 
attaclimeiit. All they ask is some little frivolous compliance, 
and they arc generous enough to pay well for the least trifle of 
amorous endearment. Heaven be praised, Floriinonde and my 
mistress are at present without any serious engagements ; I mean 
that they have no husband-like lovers, who„expect to engross all 
t'lift pleasures of a house, because they stand to the expenses. 
For my part, I am very glad cf it : and maintain that a sensible 
woman of the world ought to refiuse all sucli monopolies. Why 
take a master? It is better to support an establishment by re- 
tail trade, than to conliue one's sell chamber practice on such 
terms. 

MTien Laura’s tongue was wound up, and it was seldom down, 
words seemed to cost her nothing. What a glorious volubility I 
She told a thousand stories of the actresses belonging to tni 
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prindl’s company ; and I gatliered from her whole drift that J 
"could not be better situated to take a scientific view of the car- 
^dinal vices. Unfortunately I was at an age when they inspire 
i>ut little horror; and tliis abigail had ^le art of colouring her 
corruptions so lusciously as to hide their deformities and heighten 
their meretricious lure. She had not time to open the tenth part 
of her theatrical budget, for she did not talk more than tliree 
hours. The senators and the player went away with riorimondo, 
whom they saw safe liome. 

When ^ey wore gon^ my mistress said to mc—IIere, Gil 
Bias, are ten pistoles to go to market to-morrow. Five or six of 
our gentlemen and ladies are to dine liere, take care that we are 
well :?rved. Madam, answered I, with this sum there shall be 

^'anquet for the whole troop. friend, rejdiod Arseuitf, cor- 
^\fet your phraseology ,* you must say c()m])any, not troop. A 
troop of ?obl)ers. a trooj) of Ix'irgars, a troop of autliors ; but a 
compaijy of comedians, especially wluui you have to mention the 
actors of Madrid. I begged my mistress’s pardon for liaving 
used so disrcsfiectful a term, and (*ntreat(‘d her to excuse my ig- 
norance. I protested thiP lienceforward, when [ spoke collec- 
tively of so august a body, I would always say the company. 


Ch. XI. — J theatrical life and an aHlhor\s life, 

I TOOK the field tlio next m(»rning, to open my campaign as stew- 
ard. It was a fish day ; for which reason I bought some good 
fat chickens, ra])bils, partridges, and every variety of game. As 
the gentleirtm of tlie sock and buskin are not on the best possible 
terms with the cliurch, they arc not over-scrupulous in tlieir oh- 
, servance of the nd)ric. I bronglit homo provisions more than 
► enough for a dozen portly gentlemen to have fasted on during a 
whole Lent. The cook had a good morning’s work. While slu* 
W'as getting dinner ready, Arsenia got up and spent the early 
part of the day at her toilet. At noon came tw'O of tlie players, 
Signor Bosimiro and Signor Tticardo. Afterwards tw o actresses, 
Constance and Celinaura; tlien entered FJorimondc, attended 
W a man who Imd all the appearance of a most spruce cavalier. 
He had his hair dressed in tno most elegant manner, his hat set 
off with a fasliionablo plume, verv light breeches, and a shirt 
with a laced frill. His gloves ami his handkercliief w^cri in the 
hilt of his sword, and ho wore his cloak wnth a grace altogether 
peculiar to himself. * 

With a prepossessing pnysiognomy and a good person, there 
was something extraordinary in the first blush of him. This 
gentleman, said I to myself, must bd an original. I was nob 
mistaken ; liis singularities were striking. On his entrance, he 
ran with open arms and embraced the company, male and female, 
one after another. His gnmaces were more extravagant (lian 
any I had yet seen in this region of foppery. My prediction 
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was not falsified by his discourse. He dwelt with fondncis on 
every syllable he uttered, and pronounced lys words in an em- « 
phatio tone, witli gestures and glances artfully adapted to the 
subject. I had tlie cuf iosit^r to ask Laura who this strange fij^ure 
might be. I forgive you, said she, this instance of an inquisitive 
disposition- It is impossible to see and to hear Signor Carlos 
Alonso de la Vcntoleria for the first time, without having sucli 
a natural longing. I will paint him to the life. In the first 
place, he was originally a player. lie left the stage through ca* 
price, and has since repented in sober ^oadness of the ^tep. Did 
you, notice his dark hair ? Every thread of it is pencilled, as well 
as his eyebrows and his whiskers. He was born in the reign of 
Saturn^s father, in the age before the golden ; but ns there were 
no parish registers at that time, he avails Inmsolf of the primitive 
barbarism, and dates at least twenty centuries below the trS.. 
epoch. Moreover, his self-sufficiency keeps pace wdtli his aii« 
tiquity. He passed the olympiads of his youtli in the grossest 
ignorance ; but taking a fancy to become learned about the 
Christian era, ho engaged a private tutor, who taught him to 
spell in Greek and Latin. Nay more, he knows by heart ub in- 
finite number of good stories, which he has given so often as 
genuine, that he actually begins to believe them himself. They 
are eternally pressed into the service, and it may truly be said 
that his wdt shines at the expense of his memory. He is thought 
to bo a great actor. I am willing to believe it implicitly, but I 
must own he is not to my taste. He declaims here sometimes ; 
and I have observed, among other defects, an affectation in his 
delivery, with a trcraulousness of voice bordering ox> the anti- 
quated and ridiculous. ^ 

Such was the portrait, drawn by my abigail of this honorary' 
spouter ; and never was mortal of a more stately carriage. He 
prided himself too on being an agreeable companion. He never 
wa.5 at a los.s for a commodity of trite remarks, w hich he delivered 
with an air of authority. On the other hand, the Thespian fra- 
ternity w ere not much addicted to silence. They began canvass- 
ing their absent colleagues in a manner little consistent with 
charity, it must be owned ; but this is a failing pardonable in 
players as w ell as in authors. The fire grew^ brisk and the satire 
personal. You have not heard, ladies, smd llosimiro, a new 
stroke of our dear brother Cesarino. This very morning he 
bought silk stockings, ribbqns, and laces, and sent them to re- 
hearsal by a little page, as a present from a countess. What a 
knavish trick ! said Signor de la Ventoleria, with a smile made 
up of fatuity and conceit. Jn my time there was more honesty, 
w e never thought of descending to such impositions. To be sure, 
w omen of fashion were tender of our inventive faculties, nor did ' 
they leave such purchases to be made out of our own pockets ; il 
a as their wb.im. By the honour of our house, said jRicardo, in 
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the siine strain, that whim of theirs is lastinj^, and if it were 

‘allowable to kiss and tell... But one must ho secret on 

these occasions, above all when persons of a certain rank are 
concerned. * 

Gentlemen, interrupted Plorimoncle, a truce, if you please, 
witli your conquests and successes, they are known over the 
whole earth. Apropos of Ismene. It is said tJuit the nobleman 
who has fooled away so much money upon her, has at lenuftli re- 
covered his senses. Yes indeed, exclaimed Constance ; and 1 
can tell ym! besjdos that E>lle lias lost, by tlie same stroke, a snu^; 
little hero of the count ina:-house, whose ruin would other\\*ise 
have been signed and sealed. I have th(‘ tiling from the first 
thand. Her Mercury made an unfortunate mistake, for he*ciir- 
^ed a tender invitation to eaeh, and deli veil'd them Avrong. 
^lese were great losses, my darling, quoth Floriinonde. Oh! 
as for that of the lord, repliial (\>nstanee, it is a very trilling 
matter. % The man of blood had almost run through his estate, 
but the little fellow with the pen behind his ear was hut just 
coming into pla\. He had lU'ver been fleeced before, it is a pity 
he should have escaped so easily. 

Such was the tenor of the eoriA'ersntion before* diniu'r, and it 
was not much mended in its morality at table*. Ah I should never 
have done with the recital of all their ribaldry and nonsense, the 
reader will excuse the omission, and pass on to the entrance of a 
poor devil, yclept an author, who called just before the clotii 
was taken aAvay. • 

Our little Footboy came and said to my mistress in an audible 
voice — M&flam, a man in a dirty slnrt, splashed up to his middle, 
Vith very much the look of a poet, saving your ])re8encc, w’nnts 
to speak to you. Let him walk up, ansvuTcd Arseriia. Keep 
your seats, gentlemen, it is only an autlior. To be sure so it was, 
one whose tragedy had been aee(‘pted, and ho was bringing my 
mistress her part. His name was Pedro dc Moya. On coming 
into the room he made Ha e or six lovt^ boAA s to the company, who 
neither rose nor took ilm least notice of him. Arscnia just re-^ 
turned his superabundant civilities Avitli a slight inclination ot 
the liead. He came forward Avith tremor ana embarrassment. 
He dropped his gloA'ea and let his hat fall. He ventured to pick 
them up again, then aavanced towards my mistress, and present- 
ing to her a paper with more eercniany than a defendant an affi- 
davit to the j^dge of the dourt — Madam, said he, have the 
goodness to receive under your protection the part I take the 
liberty of offering you. She stretched out her hand for it with 
cold and contemptuous indifference ; nor did she condescend 
'even to notice th^ compliment by a look. 

But our author was not disheartened. Seizing this opportu- 
nity to distribute the cast, he gave one character to Eosimiro and 
another to Florimonde, who treated him just as genteelly as 

h 2 
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Arscnia had done. On the contrary, the low comedian, S, very 
pleasant fellow, as those gentlemen for the most part affect to be, 1 
insulted him with the most cutting sarcasms. Pedro de Moya 
wfs not made of stonS. Yet he dared not take up the aggressor, 
lest his piece should suffer for it. Ho witlidrew without sejing 
a word, but stung to the quick, as it seemed to me, by his recep- 
tion. He could not fail, in the transports of his anger, mentally 
to apostrophize the players as they deserved : and the players, 
wlien he was gone, began to talk of authors in return with infi- 
nite deference and kindness. It shouW seem, said riorimonde, 
as if Signor de Moya did not go away very well pleased. 

Well ! madam, cried Uosimiro, and why should you trouble 
youBself about that? Are w'e to study the feelings of authors? 
If w c w'cre to admit them upon equal terms, it ivould only 
the way to spoil them. I know that contempt ible squad ; I knoA 
them of old : they would soon forget their distance. There is 
no dealing with them but as slaves ; and as for tiring their pa- 
tience, never fear that. Though they may take themselves off 
in a pet sometimes, the itch of writing brings theTh back again; 
•and they are raised to the third heaven, if we will but l!onde- 
sceud to support their pieces. You are right, said Arsenia ; we 
never lose an author till we have made his fortune. When that 
is done, as soon as wo have provided for the ungrateful devils, 
they get to be in good case, and then they run restive. Luckily 
the manager docs not break his heart after them, and one is just 
as good as another to the public. 

Ihese liberal and sagacious remarks met with their full share 
of approbation. It was carried unanimously that authors, though 
treated rather too scurvily behind the scenes, were on the whmt^ 
the obliged persons. These fretlers of an lioiir upon the stage 
ranked the inhabitant of Parnassus below' themselves ; and 
malice could not degrade him lower. 

Ch. XII. — Gil Bias acquires a relish for the theatre y and takes a full 
swiny of its pleasures^ but soon becomes disgusted. 

The party sat at table till it was time to go to the theatre. I 
w ent after them, and saw' the play again that evening. I took 
such delight in it, that I was for attending every day. I never 
missed, and by degrees got a(*custoined to the actors. Such is 
the force of habit. I was particularly delighted with those who 
were most artificial and uLhaturai ; nor w^as I^singular in my 
taste. 

The beauties of composition affected me much on the same 
principle as the excellence of representation. There were some 
])iece8 with which I was enraptured. I liked, ar^ong others, those 
w hich brought all the cardinals or the tw'elve peers of France^ 
upon the stage. I got hold of striking passages in these incom- 
parable performances. I recollect that m tw’o days I learnt by 
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heart I whole play, called, The Qucm of Flowers. The 'Rose. 

was the miecn, had the Violet for her maid of honour, and 
the Jessamin for her prime minister. I could conceive notUinij; 
more elegant or refined : sucli productions jeemod to be tlio tri- 
unml^of our Spanish wit and invention. 

I was not content to store my memory and discipline my 'mind 
with the choicest selections from tlicse dramatic masterpieces: 
hut I was bent on polishing my taste to the liigliest perlection. 
To secure this grand object, I listened with greedy ears to every 
word wliicli^fcll from the ]i|)s of the players. If tliey commended 
a piece, I was ravislied by*it : but su])p08e tliey pronounced it 
bad P why then I maintained tliat it was infernal stutf. 1 cfui- 
' / ceived that they must determine tlie merits of a ])lay, ns a jew'- 
♦)ller the water of a diamond. And yet the tragedy by IVdro 

Moya was eminently 8 ucce.sHfid, though they liad ])rcdicted 
its entire miscarriage. This liowever w'as no ilisparagenicnt of 
their critical skill in my estimation; and I had rather lu'Iicve the 
audieiicJ to he divost(‘(l of common sens(% tlian doubt the infalli- 
bility of the ccynpany. Ihit they assuri'd me on all hands, that 
their'yidgments were u.sually confirmed hy the rule of contrarif‘s. 
It seemed to bo a maxim witli (hem, to set tlieir faces point blank 
against the taste of the pulilic ; and as a proof of this, there 
were a tlionsand cases in point of unexpected successes and 
failures. All these testimonies were scarcely sutlicicnt to unde- 
ceive me. 

I shall never forget what liaiipcncd one day at tlio first repre- 
sentation ofia new' comedy. The performers had iironounccd it 
uninteresting and tedious; tliey had even pro])lu‘sicd that it 
W'ould not he heard to the end. Under tliis irnjircssion, tliey got 
Hhrough the first aet, which w'as loudly applauded. This was 
very astonishing ! They played tlic seeond aet; the audience 
liked it still better than the first. The ai^tors w ere confounded. 
What the devil, said Uosimiro, tliis comedy sneeceds ! At last 
they went on in the tliird act, which rose as a third act ought to 
rise. I am quite tlirown upon my back, said Kicardo ; w'l* 
tlioiight this piece would not be relished ; and ail the world are 
mad after it. Gentlemen, .said one of the players archly, it is 
because we happened accidentally to overlook all the wit. 

From this lime I ^Id my opinion no longer of the players as 
competent judges, and began to appreciate tlicir merit more 
truly than they had estimatijd tha^of the authors. All the lam- 
poons w hich wl^re current about them were fully justified. The 
actors and actresses ran riot on the applauses of the tow n, and 
stood so high in their own conceit, as to Uiink that they conferred a 
favour by appearing on the boards. I w as shoi'kcd at their pub- 
lic misconduct r but unfortunately reconciled myself too easily 
to their private manners, and plunga^d into debauchery. How 
could I do otherwise? Every word they uttered was poison in 
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the ears of youth, and every scene that was presented, an Allur- 
ing picture of corruption. Had I been a stranger to what passed 
with Casilda, with Constance, and with the other actresses, 
Arsenia’s house alone would have been sufficient for my ruin, 
B^sid^s the old noblemen of whom I have spoken, there came 
thither young debauchees of fashion, who forestalled their mhe- 
ritances by the disinterested mediation of money-lenders : and 
sometimes we had officers under government, who were so far 
from receiving fees, as at their public boards, that they paid most 
exorbitant ones for the privilege of mixing with such worshipful 
society. 

Florimondc, who lived at next door, dined and supped with 
Arsenia every day. Their long intimacy surprised every one. 
Coql^ets were not thought usually to maintain so good an under- 
standing with each otlier. It was concluded that they woid.;! 
quarrel, sooner or later, about some paramour ; but such reason- 
ers could not see into the hearts of these excrnpla^ friends. 
They were united in the bonds of indissoluble love. In^ead of 
harbouring jealousy, like other women, they had .everything in 
common. Tlicy had rather divide the plunder of mankind, ^an 
childishly fall out, and contend for trumpery, as hearts and 
affections. 

Laura, after the example of these two illustrious partners, 
turned tlic fresh season of youth to the best advantage. She 
had told me that I should sec strange doings. And yet I did 
not take up the jealous part. I had promised to adoj^t the prin- 
ciples of the company on that score. For sonic day^ I kept my 
thoughts to myself. I only just took the liberty of j^sking her 
the names of the men whom she favoured with her private ear. 
She always told me that they were uncles or cousins. ^ Froni 
what a prolific /amily was she sprung 1 King Priam had no luck 
in propagation, compared with her ancestors. Nor did tliis pre- 
cious abigail confine herself to her uncles and cousins : she went 
now and then to lay a trap for unwary aliens, and personate the 
widow of quality under the auspices of the discreet old dowager 
above mentioned. In short Laura, to hit off her character ex- 
actly, was just as young, just as pretty, and just as loose as her 
mistress, who had no other advantage over her than that ol 
figuring in a more public capacity. 

I w as borne dow n by the torrent for three weeks, and ran the 
career of dissipation in my turn. But I must at the same time 
say for myself, that in the midst of pleasure I fref^uently felt the 
still small voice of conscience, arising from the impression of i 
serious education, which mixed gall in the Circean cup. Bid 
could not altogether get the better of remorse ; on the contrary 
the pangs of the last grew keener w itli the more ^shameful in 
dulgcnce of the finst ; and, by a happy effect of my tempera 
ment, the disorders of a theatrical life began to make me shudder 
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All ! Vrctch, aakl I to myself, is it thus that you make good the 
hopes of your family? la it not enough to have thwarted tlieir 
pious intentions, by not following your destined course of life as 
an instructor of youth P Need your cjpiditioii of a servant 
hinj^er you from Ihdng decently and soberly? Are suel» nionst^u’s 
of iniquity fit companions for you? Envy, hatred, and avarice 
are predominant here ; intemperaneo and idleness have purehased 
the fee-simple tliore : the pride of some is aggravateef into tlie 
most barefaced impudimce, and modesty is turned out of doors, 
by the coi^^mon consiuit of all. The business is settled: 1 will 
not live any lotiger ivith me seven deadly sins. 


BOOK THE FOURTH. 

Ch. Bias not bciuy able io reconcile himself to the morals of the 

actresseSj quits Arsema^ and gets into a more reputable service. 

A ST^viviNG^spark of honour and of r(‘ligion, in the midst of so 
general depravity, made mo resolve not only to )(‘av(‘ Arsenia, 
but even to abjure all commeree \\ith Jiaura, whom ycl f could 
not cease to love, though J was well aware of lier daily incon- 
stancy. Happy the man u ho can thus profit by those* appeals, 
which occasionally interrupt the headlong course of liis j)l(‘asures! 
One fine morning 1 made up my bundle ; and. without n'ckoii- 
ing with Aafsenia, who indeed owed me next to notliing, i\itlK)nl 
taking leave of my dear Jjaura, I burst from that mansion. hicli 
smelt of brimstone and fire reserved for the i\icked. J liad no 
sooner taken so virtuous a step, than providence inha ten^d in my 
behalf. I met the steward of my late master, Don Matthias, and 
greeted him : he knew me again at once, and s(oj>pc<l to enquire 
where I lived. I answered that 1 had just left my ))Iac(* ; that 
after staying near a month with Arsenia, whose maniiei H did not 
at all suit me, I was come away by a sudden impulse of virtue, 
to save my innocence. The steward, just as if he had Ix^cn him- 
self of a religious east, commended my scruples, and ofliu-cd me 
a place much to my advantage, since 1 was so cliasti* and lioncst 
a youth. He kcpl^his nord, and introduced me on tliat v<tv 
day into the famiWof Don Vincent de Gusman, with whose agent 
he was acquainted. • 

I could noUhave got into a bei\er service ; nor did I repent 
in the sequel of having accepted the situation. Don Vincent 
was a very rich old noldemp, who had lived many years unin- 
cumbered with lawsuits or with a wife. The jihysicians had 
removed the last pla^e out of the way, in their attemnts to rid 
her of a cough, wdiicli might have lasted a great while Jongpr, if 
the remedies had not been more fatal than the disease. Far 



152 


GIL BIAS. 


I 

from tliinking of tlie holy state a second time, he gave hithself 
up entirely to the education of his only daughter Aurora, who * 
was then entering her twenty-sixth year, and might pass for an 
accomplished person. \»With beauty above the common, she had 
an excellent and highly cultivated understanding. Her father 
was a poor creature as to intellect ; but he possessed the happy 
talent of looking well after his affairs. One fault he had, or a 
kind excusable in old men : he was an incessant talker, especially 
about war and fighting. If that string w^as unfortunately touched 
in his presence, in a moment he blew his heroic trumpet, and his 
hearers might think themselves lucky if they compounded for a 
gazette extraordinary of two sieges and three battles. As he 
had spent two-thirds of his life in the service, his memory 
was afi inexhaustible depot of various facts; but the patience of 
the listc'iiers did not always keep pace with the perseverance Gft 
the rclater. The stories, suffieicuitly prolix ift themselves, were 
still further s])un out by stuttering ; so that llie manner w'as still 
less happy than the matter. In all other respects, I never met 
with a nobleman of a more amiable eliaracter : his temper was 
even ; he was neither obstinate nor capricious ; the ge/Teral 
alternative of men in the higher ranks of life. Thougli a good 
economist, lie lived like a gentlemati. His establishment was 
composed of several men servants, and three women in waiting 
on Aurora. I soon discovered that tlie steward of Don Matthias 
had procured me a good post, and my only anxiety was to es- 
tablish myself firmly in it. I took nil possil)l'» pains to feel the 
ground under my feet, and to study the cluiraeters of the whole 
household: then regulating my eoiulnet by my discf^veries, I 
was not long in ingratiating. my self with my master and all the 
servants. 

I had been with Don Vincent above a month, when it struck 
mo that his daughter was very particular in her notice of me 
above all tlie servants in the family. Whenever her eyes hap- 
pened accidentally to meet mine, they seemed to be suffused with 
a certain partial eouiplucency. which did not enter into her silent 
communications with the vulgar. Had it not been for my liaunts 
among tlie coxi*ombs of Jllie tlieatrieal tribe and tlieir hangers on, 
it would never have entered into my head that Aurora should 
throw away a thought on me : but my brabi had been a little 
turned among tlio.se gentry, from whose libertine suspicions 
ladies of the noblest birth arc not abvays held sacred. If, said 
I, those ehronieles of the age are to be believed, fancy and high 
blood lead women of cpiality a dance, in wliieh they sometimes 
join hands with unequal partners ; h)\y do I know but my young 
mistress may caper to a tunc of my piping? But no : it cannot 
be so, neitlier. This is not one of your Mcssalinas, who, de- 
rogating from the loftiness of ancestry, unworthily let down 
their regards to the dust, and sully their pure honour without a 
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bluslil but rather one of those virtuously oj>prehcn8ive, yet 
tender-hearted ^^irls, who encirelo their softness witliin the "in* 
surmountable pale of delieaey ; yet think it no tainperin^r with 
chastity, t<^ inspire and cherish \\ sentimental llanie, interesting 
to heart without being dangerous to the morals. 

Such were iny ideas of my mistress, without knowing exactly 
whether th<‘y were riglit or wrong. And yet, ^^hen we met, she 
was continually caught with a snnh* of satisfaction on her coun- 
tenance. Without passing for ii fop. a mai» iniglit give into such 
flattering j^t)pearance.s ; a^d a philosophical apatliy \\a8 not to bo 
expected from* nit*. I concei\ed Aurora to liave been deeply 
smitten ^^ilh uiy irrt'sisiihle attractions ; and looked on myself 
lieiiccforth in the liglil of a favnured attendant, whose servitude 
I w’as to be sw eetened by the l)ahny infusion of Jove. To ajipear 

some measure less unworthy of the blessings, wliieli pn)pitious 
iJrtune h;^l kept in store for me, F began to take heller care of 
my person than .1 bad done li<*retofore. J laid out my slender 
stock oT money in linen, ])omatuins, and essem'es. 'I'he first 
thing in I lie naming was to jirank nj) and jurfiimi* mys(*If, so ns 
not Lube in an undress in cast^ of being sent for into the pre- 
sence of my mistress. With tiiese attentions to jiersonal (*)(*- 
ranee and other dexterous strokes in tJie art ol jileasing, I 
flattered myself that the moment of my bliss was not very 
distant. 

Among Auroras women lJu*re was om* who went l)y the name 
of Ortiz. TJiis w^is an old dowager, wliohad been a fixture in 
Don A'incewit ’s family for more tlian tw (‘iit y yi'ars, She had been 
about his^laughter from her childhood, and still Judd the oflice 
of duenna; hut she no li nger perfornu'd tin* invidious part of 
the duty. On the eontraiy. instead of Idazoning, as formerly, 
Aurora’s little indiscretions, her skill was now cmjiloyt'd in llirow'- 
ing them into shade. One ev(‘ning. Dame Ortiz, having watched 
her opportunity of speaking to me without observation, said in a 
low voice, Iluil if I was elo.s<* and trustworthy, i had only to be 
in the garden at midnight, when a scene would he laid oj)eii in 
which 1 should not be sorry to be an actor. 1 answered tli(3 
duenna, ])re8sii1g her hand siginficantly, that I would not fail, 
and w e parted in a hurry for fear of a surprise*. IIow' the hours 
lagged from this n^ment till supper-time, though w’e supped 
very early ! Tlien again, from supper to rny master's bed-time ! 
It .‘should seem as if the marcli of ^Uie whole family was timed to 
a liii'f/o inoveAient. By way of Jielping forward the fidgets, 
when Don Vincent withdrew* to his chamber, tlie army was put 
on the war establishment, af^d we wera obliged to fight the cam- 
paigns in Portugal over again, though my ears had not recovered 
irom the din of the last cannonade. But a favour, from which I 
luid hitherto made my escape, was reserved for this eventful ofren* 
ing. He repeated tne army list from beginning to end, with 
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copious di^essions on tlie exploits of those officers who had dis- 
tinguished themselves in his time. Oh my poor Wmpanum ! It 
-•^as almost cracked before we got to the end. Time, however, 
will wear out even an ^Id man’s stoiy, and he went to bed. I 
immediately went to my own little chamber, whence there was a 
way into the garden by a private staircase. I depended on* my 
purchase of perfumery for overcoming the effluvia of the dayB 
drudgery, and put on a clean shirt highly scented. When every 
invention had been pressed into the service to render m^ person 
worthy of its destiny, and cherish the fuiidiicss of my distress, I 
wei^t to the appointment. ^ 

Ortiz was not there. I concluded that, tired of waiting for 
me, she had gone back to her chamber, and that the happy mo- 
ment bf philandering was over. I laid all the blame on Don 
Vincent ; but just as I was singing Te Dcum backwards for In*^ 
campaigns, I heard the clock strike ten. To be sure ij must be 
wrong ! It could not be less than one o’clock. Yet I was so 
egregiously out in my reckoning, tliat full a quarter of ifn hour 
afterwards, I counted ten upon my fingers by tliq clock at next 
door. Vastly well, thought 1 to myself, I have only two^*om- 
pleto hours to ventilate my passion here alfresco. At least they 
shall not complain of Tn<‘ for \>ant of punctuality. What shall 
I do with myself till twelve i Suppose we take a turn about this 
garden and settle our cues in the delicious drama just going to 
be brought on the stage ; it is my fir'^t appearance in so principal 
a character. I am not yet sufficiently Mell read in the crotchets 
of your quality diimos. T know how to tickle a girl in a stuff 
gown, or an actress : You swagger up to them with an easy, im- 
pudent assurance, and pop the (jucstion without mmdng any 
bones of it. But one must take a female of condition on a very 
different tack. It a(»ems to me, tluit in this case the happy 
swain must be well bred, attentive, tender, respectful, without 
degenerating into bashfiilness. Instead of taking bis happiness 
by storm, he must plant his amorous desires in ambuscade, and 
wait till the garrison is asleep, and the outworks defenceless. 

Thus it was that I argued, and such were the preconcerted 
plans of my campaign w ith Aurora, After a few tedious minutes, 
according to my calculation, I was to experience the extasy of 
finding myself at the feet of that lovely ofeaturc, and pouring 
forth a torrent of impassioned nonsense. I scraped together in 
my memory all the clap-traya in yur stock-plays, which were 
most successful with the audience, and micht bestfiet off my pre- 
tensions to spirit and gallantry. I trustea to my own adroitness 
^or the application, and hbped, after^the example of some play^^^p 
in the list of my acquaintance, bringing only a stock of memory 
into the trade, to deal upon credit for my wit. WWle my 
ima(^ination was engrossed oy these thoughts, which kept my im- 
patience at bay much more successfully than the commentiu^ieup 
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of nfjT modern Caesar, I heard the clock strike eleven. This waa 
some encouragement, and I fell back to my meditations, some, 
times sauntering carelessly about, and sometimes throwing my- 
self at my length on the turf, in a bower at the bottom of the 
garden. At length it struck twelve, the long-expected hour, big 
with my high destiny. Some seconds after, Ortiz, as punctual 
as myself though less impatient, made her appearance. Signor 
Gil Bias, said she accosting me, how long have you been here P 
Two hours, answered I. Indeed! Truly, replied slie, laughing, 
you are wry exact ; thoje is a pleasure in making noidurnal as- 
signations with you. let you may assure yourself, eon tiijued 
she more gravely, that you cannot pay too dear for such good 
fortune as that of wliich I am the messenger. My mistress 
, wants to have some private talk with you. T sliall not antftMpate 
'Vivhat may be the subject, that is a secret wliich you must learn 
‘ from no ‘lips but her own. Follow me; I will shew you into 
her ch|imber. With these words the duenna took mo by tho 
hand, and led me mysteriously into her lady’s apartment through 
a little door, Bf which she had the key. 

Ch. II. — Aurora^ g reception of Gil Blan. Their conversation, 

I FOUND Aurora in an undress. I saluted her in tho most re- 
spectful manner, and threw as mucli elegance into my attitude 
as I had to throw. Slie received me with the most winning 
affability, made me sit down by lier against all rny remon- 
strances, and tol4 her ambassadress to go into another room. 
After tliis* opening, which seemed higlily eneouraging to iny 
cause, sIk entered upon the business. Gil Bias, said slie, you 
must have perceived how favourably I have regarded, and dis- 
■ tinguished you from all the rest of my father’s servants ; and, 
though my looks had not betrayed my partial dispositions 
towards you, my proceeding of this night would leave you no 
room to doubt them. 

I did not give lier time to say a w’ord more. It struck me, 
that as a man of feeling, I ought to spare her trembling diffidence 
the cruel necessity of explaining lier sentiments in more direct 
terms. I rose from ray chair in a transport, and, tlirowing my- 
self at Aurora’s feet, like a tragedy hero of the Grecian stage, 
when he supplicate* the heroine “by her knees,” cx{‘hiimed in a 
declamatory tone — Ah ! Madam, could it be possible that Gil 
Bias, hitherto the whirligig»of foiVine, and football of embattled 
nature, should have caUed down upon his liead tho exquisite 
felicity of inspiring sentiments Do not speak so loud, in- 

terrupted my mistress with a laugh" of mingled appreliensiou 
and ridicule, you will wake my women who sleep in too adjoining 
chamber. Gfet up, take your seat, and hear me out without 
putting in a word. Yes, Gil Bias, pursued she resuming her 
gratity, you have my best wishes ; and to shew you Low deep 
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you are in ray good graces, I will confide to you a seci'-^t on 
which depends the repose of my life. I am in love with a young ^ 
gentleman, possessing every charm of person and face, and , 
noble by birth. His t*ime is Don Lewis Pacheco, I have seen 
him occasionally in tlic public walks and at the theatre, but I 
have never conversed with him. I do not even know what his 
private character may bo, or what bad qualities he may have. It 
18 on this subject that I wish to be informed. 1 stand in need 
of a person to enquire diligently into his morals, and give me a 
true and particular account. 1 make tJioice of you. Surely I 
run no risk in entrusting you with this commission, I hope that 
you will acquit yourself v^ith dexterity aud prudence, and that I 
shall never repent of giving you my confidence. 

My mistress eon eluded thus, aud waited for my answer to y 
her pnqiosal. I had been disconeerted in the first instance at s©/ 
disagreeable a mistake ; but 1 soon recovered my scattered 
senses, aud surmounting the confusion which rnslmess always oc- 
casions when it is unlucky, I exposed to sale sucli a cargo of zeal 
For the lady’s interests, I devoted myself witli so piartyr-like an 
enthusiasm to her service, that if she did not absolutely f'lrget 
niy silly vanity in the thought of having pleased her, at least 
she liad reason to believe that I knew how to make amends for a 
])ieco of folly. I asked only two days to bring her a satisfactory 
account of Don Lewis. After which Dame Ortiz, answering the 
bell, shewed me the way back into the garden, and said, on 
taking leave, Good night, Gil Bias. I need not caution you to 
bo in time at the next appointment. 1 have sulficicnt* experience 
of vour punctuality on these occasions. 

1 returned to my chamber, not witliout some little mortifica- 
tion at finding my voluptuous anticipations all divested of evem 
their ideal sweetness. I was iicvertholess sutliciently in my 
senses to retlect soberly tluit it was more in my element to be 
the trusty scout of my mistress than her lover. I even thought 
that this adventure miglit lead to something further ; that the 
midille men in the trade of love usually pocket a tolerable per 
ccutage ; aud went to bed with the resolution of doing whatever 
Aurora reejuired of me. For this purpose I went abroad the 
next morning. The residence of so distinguished a personage as 
Don Lewis was not difiicult to find out. made my enquiries 
about him in the neighbourhood, but tlie people who came in my 
way could not satisfy iiiy curiosity ,^,0 tlie full, so that it was ne- 
cessary to resume my search diligently on the follbwiiig day. I 
was in better luck. I met a lad of my ac(juaintance by chance 
in the street, we stopped Tor a little gossip. There passed by in 
the very nick one ot his friends, who came up and told him that 
he was just turned away from the family of Don Joseph 
Paciieco, Don Lewis’s father, about a paltry remnant of wine, 
which he had been accused of drinking. I would not lose §0 
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fair In occasion of learning all I wanted to know, and plied my 
questions so successfully as to go homo with much self-com- 
placency, at my punctual performance of inv engagemonts with 
my mistress. It was on the coming nigkit that 1 was to see her 
again at the same hour, and in the same manner as the first tijne. 
1 was not in such a confounded hurry this evening. Far from 
writhing with impatience under the ])rolixity of my old com- 
mander, 1 led him oii to the charge. I united for midnight 
with the greatest indilVcrence in the world, and it was not till all 
the clock* within ear-slu^f< had struck that 1 crept down into the 
garden, witln^llt any nonsense of pomatum and perfuinpry. 
That foppery Avas completely cured. 

At the place of meeting I found the very fuilhful duenna, who 
sneeringly reproached me with a defalcation in my z(‘at. Finade 
iher no answer, hut siiflered myself to be eomlneted into Aurora’s 
chamber* She ask('d me, as soon as I made my appearaijce, 
whether I had gained any intelligence of Don Ja^wis. Yes, 
madam, said I, and you sliall have the sum total in two words. 1 
must first lelWyou, that he will soon set out for Salamanca, to finish 
his studies. The young gentleman is hriy full of lionour and 
probity. As for valour ho cannot be deficient there, since he is 
a man of birth and a Castilian. Besides this, he lias an infinite 
deal of wit, and is very agreeable in liis manners ; but tlicre is 
one thing which can s’eareelv he to your liking. lie is ])retty 
much in the fashion of our young nobility here at court— e\- 
emplarily calholy; in his devotions to the fair. Have you not 
heard that at his age he has already be(‘U tenant at will to two 
aetresscb? AVhat is it you tell mey ri'jilied Aurora. W’hat 
shocking conduct ! But do you know for certain, Gil Bias, that 
he leads so dissolute a life? Oh! There is no doubt of it, 
madam, rejoined I. A servant, turned off this morning, told me 
so, and servants are very nlain dealers when the failing.s of tlieir 
masters are the topic, Isesides, he keiqis company with Ihni 
Alexo Segiar, Don Antonio Oentellds, and Don Fernando de 
Gamboa; that single circumstance proves his libertinism with all 
the force of demonstration. It is enough, Gil Bias, said my 
mistress with a sigh ; on your report J am determind to struggle 
w'ith my unworthy passion. Though it has already slrmik deep 
root in my heart,"!? do not despair of tearing it forcibly from its 
bed. Go, added she, putting into my hands a small purse, none 
of the lightest, take this /or yo^r pains. Beware of betraying 
my secret. tJoiisider it as t-nlrusled to your silence. 

1 assured my mistress that she might he perfectly easy on that 
score, for I w^as the Harpoarates of c<3nfidential servants. Aftl^r 
this compliment to myself, I withdrew’ with no small eagerness 
to investigate the contents of the purse. There were tw enty pis- 
toles. It struck me all at once that Aurora would spely have 
girto me more hud 1 been the bearer of pleasant tidings, since 
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fihe paid so handsomely for a blank in the lottery. I was borry 
not to have adopted tlie policy of the pleaders in tlie courts, who 
sometimes paint the cheek of truth when her natural complexion ^ 
is inclined to be cad?’«^erou8. It was a pity to have stifled an ^ 
amgur in the birth which might in its growth have been so pro- 
fitable. Yet I had the comfort of finding myself reimbursed the 
expense so unseasonably incurred in perfumery and washes. 

Ch. III . — A great change at Don Vincenfs. Aurora* s strange resolution. 

It happened soon after this adventure that Signor Dop Vincent 
fell sick. Independent of his very advanced age, the symptoms 
of his disorder appeared in so formidable a shape that a fatal 
termination was but too probable. From the beginning of his 
illnestr lie was attended by two of the most eminent physicians 
in Madrid. One was Doctor Andros, and the other Doctc»*/ 
Oquetos. They considered the case with due solemnity; and 
both agreed, after a strict investigation, that the humourg were 
in a state of mutiny, but this was the only thing about which 
they did agree. The proper practice, said Andro^j, is to purge 
the humours, though^ raw, with all possible expedition, wliilc ihey 
are in a violent agitation of flux and reflux, for fear of their fix- 
ing upon some noble part. Oquetos maintained, on the contrary, 
that we must wait till the humours were ripened before it would 
be safe to go upon purgatives. But your method, replied the 
first speaker, is directly in the teeth of the rules laid down by 
the prince of medicine. Hippocrates recommends purging in 
the most burning fever from the very first attack, nid says in 
plain terms tliat no time is to be lost in purging when the hu- 
mours arc ill opyaa^oQf that is to say, in a state of fermentation. 
Ay ! there is your mistake, replied Oquetos. Hippocrates by » 
the word opyaofioi: does not mean the fermentation, he means 
rather the concoction of the humours. 

Thereupon our doctors got lieatcd. One quotes the Greek 
text, and cites all the authors who have explained it in hisserse ; 
the other, trusting to a Latin translation, takes up the contro- 
versy in a still more positive tone. Which of the two to believe P 
Don Vincent was not the man to decide that question. In the 
meantime, finding himself obliged to choose, he gave his confi- 
dence to the party who liad dispatched the greatest number of 
patients — I mean the elder of the two. Andros, the younger, 
immediately withdrew, not wjthout flinging out a few satiried 
taunts at his senior on the opyaafiog. Here then ‘was Oquetos 
triumphant. As he was a professor of the Sangrado school, he 
b6gan by bleeding copiouwy, waiti^^g till the humours were 
ripened before he went upon purgatives. But death, fearing, no 
doubt, lest this reserve of purgatives should turn the fortunes of 
the day, got the start of the concoction, and secured his victoiy 
over my master by a coup-de-main. Such was the final close of 
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Sign(® Don Vincent, who lost his life hecausc his physician did 
'not know Greek. 

Aurora having buried her father with a pomp suited to the 
dignity of his birtli, administered to hi^edects. Having th^ 
whol^ arrangement of evcrytliing in her own breast, she dis- 
charged some of the servants wdtli rewards proportioned to their 
services, and soon retired to her castle on tlic Tagus, between 
Sacedon and Buendia. 1 was among the number of those wliom 
she kept, and who made part of her country estaldishment, I 
had even ilie good fortimc to become a iwineipal agent in the 
plot. In spite ’of my faitlmil report on the subject of Don Lewis, 
she still harboured a partiality tor that bewitching yontig felk^^ ; 
or rather, for want of spirit to combat her i)assion in the first 
instance, she surrendered at discretion. Tln^re was no longer 
any need of taking precautions to s])eak with me in private, (iril 
Bias, said •she with a sigh, I can never forget Don J^ewis. Let 
me mal^ what effort I will to banish him from my thoughts, ho 
is present' to them without intermission, not as you have described 
him. plunged oin every variety of licentious riot, but just what 
my fifney would paint him — tender, loving, constant. She he- 
trayed considerable emotion in \ittering tliese words, ami could 
not help shedding b'ars. My fountains were very near playing 
fmm mere sympathy. There was no bettor way ()rj)aying my 
(^ourt than by n])poaring sensibly touched at her distn^ss. My 
friend, continued she, after having \^iped her lovely eyes, your 
nature is evidentlvjcast in a benevolent mould ; and 1 am so well 
satisfied wiMi your zeal that it shall not go \inrcwarded. Your 
assistance^my dear Gil Bias, is more necessary to me than ever. 
V'ou must bo made acquainted with a plan which engrosses nil 
Hiy thouglits, thougirit will appear strangely ccccnlrif^ You 
are to know^ that I moan to set out for Salamanca as soon as pos- 
sible. There my design is to assume the disguise of a fashionable 
young fellow, and to make ac(juaintance w itli BacbcHdio under 
the name of Don Felix, 1 shall endeavour to gain his confidence 
and friendship, and lead the conversation incidentally to the sub- 
ject of Aurora de Guzman, for whose cousin 1 shall ])a8H, Ho 
may perhaps express a wnsli to see her, and there is the point 
on w'hich I expect the interest to turn. We will have two apart- 
ments in Salamancaj® In one I shall be Don Felix, in t lie other, 
Aurora ; and 1 flatter myself that by presenting my p<*rson before 
Don Lew’is, sometimes undej the i?|mblancc of a man, sometimes 
in all the natufal and artificial attractions of my own sex, I may 
bring him by little and little to the proposed end of my stratajt^^m. 

I am perfectly aware that mj^project is extravagant iii the highest 
degree, but my passion drives me headlong ; and the innocence 
of my intentions renders me insensible to all compunctious feel- 
ings of virgin {mprehension respecting so hazardous a step. • 

I was exactly in the same mind with Aurora respecting tht 
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extiravagahce of her soheme. Yet, unseasonable as it mighc s^em 
to reflecting persons like myself, there was no occasion for me to 
play the schoolmaster. On the contrary, I began to practise aU 
the arts of a thorough^bred special pleader, and undertook to mag- 
nify this hair-brained pursuit into a piece of incomparable wjit and 
spirit, without the least tincture of imprudence. This was highly 
gratifying to my mistress. Lovers like to have their rampant 
fancies tickled. We no longer considered this rash enterprise 
in any other light than as a play, of wliich the characters were 
to be properly cast, and the business flyamatically arr^^nged. The 
actors were chosen out of our own domestic establishment, and 
the parts distributed without secret jealousy or open rupture, 
but then we w^ere not players by profession. It was determined 
that ‘■Dame Oritz should personate Aurora’s aunt, under the name 
of Donna Kimena dc Guzman, with a valet and w ailing-maid by 
way of attendance ; and that Aurora, with the swashing outside 
of a gay spark, was to take me for her valct-dc-chamlye, with 
one of her women disguised as a page, to be more imthcdiatcly 
about her person. Tlie drama thus 1111 ed up we returned to 
Madrid, wdicro wo understood Don Lewis still to be, though it 
was not likely to bo long till liis departure for Salamanca. We 
got up with all possible haste the dresses and decorations of our 
wild comedy. When they were in complete order, my mistress 
had them packed up carefully, that they might come out in all 
their gloss and new ness on the rising of the curtain. Then, 
leaving the care of her family to lier stew'ard, she began her 
journey in a eoaeh drawn by four mules, anti traveled towards 
the kingdom of Leon, with those of her household who had some 
part to play in the piece. ^ 

We had already crossed Old Castillo, when the axletree of th^y 
coach gave w^ay. The accident happened between Avila and 
Villaflor, at the distance of three or lour hundred yards from a 
castle near the foot of a mountain. !Night w as coming on, and 
the measure of our troubles scorned to be lieapcd up and over- 
flowing. But there passed accidentally by us a countryman, by 
w^hose assistance we were relieved from our difliuulties. He ac- 
quainted us that the castle yonder belonged to Donna Elvira, 
widow of Don Pedro de Penaros ; at the same time giving us so 
favourable a character of that lady, that inf mistress sent me to 
the castle with a request of a night’s lodging. Elvira did not 
disgrace the good w’ord of the coi^ntryman. She received mo 
with an air of hospitality, %nd returned such an answ er to my 
compliment as I wished to carry back. We all went to^the 
castle, whither the mules- dragged the carriage with considerable 
difficulty. At the fjlite we met the w idow of Don Pedro, w'ho 
came out to meet my mistress. I shall pass over in silence the 
reciprocal' civilities which were exchanged on this occasion, in 
compliance with the usage of the polite world. 1 shall only say 
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that £lvira was a lady rather advanced in years, but remarkably 
well bred, with an address superior to that of most women in 
doing the honours of her house. She led Aurora into a sump- 
tuous apartment, where, leaving her to rest herself for a short 
time^ she looked after everything herself, and left nothing undohe 
wmch could in the least contribute to our comfort. Afterwards, 
when supner was ready, she ordered it to be served up in 
Aurora’s cnamber, where they sat down to table together. I)on 
Pedro's widow was not of a description to cast a slur on her own 
hospitalities,^ by assuming an air of abstraction or sullenness. 
Her temper was gay, and her conversation lively without levity ; 
for her iaeas were dignified, and her expressions select. Nothing 
^.could exceed her wit, accompanied by a peculiarly fine tiyn of 
thought. Aurora appeared as much to be delighted as myself. 
They became sworn friends, and mutually engaged in a regular 
correspondence. As our carriage could not be repaired till the 
following day, and we should have encountered some pt^rils by 
setting out late at niglit, it was determined that we should take 
up our abode aft the castle till the damage w as made good. All 
the afrangements w^ero in the first stylo of eleganoe, and our 
lodgings were correspondent to the magnificence of the establish- 
ment in other respects. 

The day after, my mistress discovered new charms in Elvira’s 
conversation. They dined in a largo hall, where there were 
several pictures. One among the rest w’as distinguished for its 
admirable execution, but the subject was highly tragic. A prin- 
cipal figure^was a man of superior mien, lying lifeless on his 
back, and bathed in his own blood ; yet in the very embraces of 
^eatb he wore a menacing aspect. At a little distance from him 
,you might see a young lady in a different posture, though stretched 
likew'ise on the ground. She had a sword plunged in her bosom, 
and was giving up lier last sighs, at the same time casting her 
dying glances at a young man who seemed to suffer a mortal 
pang at losing her. The painter had besides charged his picture 
with a figure which did not escape my notice. It was an old 
man of a venerable physiognomy, sensioly touched with the ob- 
jects which struck his sight, and equally alive with the young 
man to the impressions of the melancholy scene. It might be 
said ^at these imagft of blood and desolation affected both the 
spectators with the same astonishment and grief, but that tho 
outward demonstrations of tlufir inward sentiments were different. 
The old man simk in a profound melancholy, looked as if he was 
l^wed down to the ground ; while the yputh mingled something 
dike the extravagance of despair with the leap of affliction. Am 
these circumstances were depicted with touenes so characteristic 
and affecting, that we could not take our eyes off the performance* 
My mistress desired to know the subject of the piece. Madw, 
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said Elvira, it is a faithful delineation of the misfortunes soi- 
tained by my family. This answer excited Aurora’s curiosity ; 
and she testified so strong a desire to learn the particulars, 
that the ♦widow of t)on Pedro could do no otherwise than 
pifemise her the satisfaction she desired. This promise, made 
before Ortiz, her two fellow-servants, and rayselL rooted us to 
the spot on which we were listening to their former conversa- 
tion. My mistress would have sent us away ; but Elvira, who 
saw plainly that wo were dying with eagerness to be present at 
the explanation of the picture, had tha goodness tcu^desire us to 
stdy, alleging at the same time that the story she had to relate 
was not of a nature to enjoin secrecy. After a moment’s recol- 
lection, she began her recital to the following efiect ; — ^ 

Ch. IV. — The Fatal Marriage; a NoveL 

Booer, king of Sicily, had a brother and a siifber. His 
brother, by name Mainfroi, rebelh'd against him, and kiadled a 
war in the kingdom, bloody in its immediate efibets, and porten- 
tous in its future consecjiiences. But it ^^as his fllte to lose two 
battles, and to full into the king’s Lauds. The punishuient of 
his revolt extended no further than tlie loss of liberty. This 
act of clemency served only to make Jiogcr pass for a barbarian 
in the estimation of the disaflbeted party among his subjects. 
They contended that he had saved his broilier’s life only to, 
WTeak his vengeance on him by tortures the more merciless 
because protracted. People in general, on betier grounds, trans- 
ferred the blame of Maiufroi’s harsh treatment while in prison 
to bis sister Matilda. That princos liad, in fact, dicrishcd a 
long-rooted hatred against this j>rince, and was indefatigable 
her persecutions during his \\holo life. She died in a very shor ' 
time after him, and her premature fate was considered as the ' 
retribution of a just providence for her disregard of those sen- 
timents implanted by nature for the best purposes. 

Mainfroi left behind him two sons, ahey were yet in thoir 
childhood. Boger hail a kind of lurking desire to get rid of 
them, under the apprehension lest, when arrived at a more ad- 
vanced age, the wish of avenging tlieir father might hurry them 
to the revival of a fiiction which was not so entirely overthrown 
as to be incapable of originating new iiitri^flies in the state. He 
communicated his purpose to the senator Leontio Siffredi, his 
minister, who diverted him from liis bloody thoughts by under- 
taking the education of Prince Enriquez, the eldest, and recom* 
mending the care of tlv> younger, by name Don Pedro, to the 
constable of Sicily, as a trusty ^bunsellor and loyal servant. < 
Boger, assured that his nephews would be trained up by those 
twp men in principles of due submission to the royal authority, 
gave up the reins of guardianship to tlieir control, and himsell 
took charge of his niece Constance. She was of the same age 
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witii Enriquez, an^ only dauf^ht^r of tlie princess Matilda, lie 
allowed her an establishment of fcinale attendants, and of 
masters in every branch of the politer stialies, so that nothin^r 
was wanting? either to her instruction or her state, • 

Lcontio Siffredi had a cOvStle at the distance of less than two 
leases from Palermo, in a spot named Pel monte. Th(*re it was 
thal this minister exerted all his talents and di!i;;ence, to render 
Enriquez worthy of one day ascendin*^ the throne of iSieily 
From the first, lie discovered dispositions so amiable in that 
prince, thaf4Mi8.attachmeiiu became as strong if he liad no 
child of his own. lie had, however, two tlimj;hterH-~Jllanche, 
the first-born, one year younger than the prince, was armed at 
.all points with the weapons of a most periet t bemily. Her 
r sister Portia was still in her cradle. The mt>llicr liad dicil in 
?hild-bed of this youngest. Planche and lh'in(‘e hhirujiie/. eem- 
-oived a reciprocal affection as soon as they were alive to the in- 
fluence df love : but they were not allowed to improve their 
acquaintance ii^o familiar intereourse. The prince nevert Indess 
found ^he means of oceusioiially eludinc; the ]>rudenl.inl vij;ilaiice 
of his guardian. He knew suitieienlly well how' to avail hinis<*lf 
of those precious moments, and prevaileil so far with Siflredi's 
daughter, as to gain In'r consent to the execution of a ]>roject 
which he meditated. It liajipened ])n‘cisi*ly at this tiiin? that 
Leontio was obliged by the king’s order to taken journey into 
one of the most remote provinees in the islanil. I luring liis ab- 
sence Enriqm'z gotlin opening made in the wall of his apart- 
ment, which led into Blanche’s ehamlver. Tliis opening w as exm- 
cealed by a sliding shutter, so exactly corrosj)on(ling with the 

f ninscot, and so closely fitting in w ith tlie ceiling ami tlie iloor, 
^ Sat the most suspicious eye could not havx^ dciccttal tin* con- 
trivance. A skilful workman, whom the prince had gained over 
to his interests, helped him lo this private ccjiamunication with 
equal speed and secrecy. 

Tlie enamoured Hunquez having obtained lliis inlet into his 
mistress’s chamber, sometimes availed hinis(‘lf of his jirivilegr ; 
hut he never took advantage of her partiality. Imprudent as it 
may W'ell be thought, to admit of a s<*er(‘t (‘iilninec into her 
apartment, it was on]^ on tlie exnress and reiterated assuraiu'C 
that none but the most innocent favours should be requested at 
her hands. One night lie foijnd ht^ in a state of unusual j)er- 
twbation. She had been informed tliat lioger w as draw ing near 
his end, and had sent for Siffredi as lord high chancellor of the 
kingdom, and the legal dcpositi^ry of liis Ikst will and testament, 
ilw^y did she figure to herself her dear Enriquez elevated 

i 4o royal honours. She was afraid of losipg her lover in her 
* sovereign, and that fear had strangely anected her spiritl. 
The tms were standing In her eyes, when the unconscious 
cause of them appeared before her. You w'eep, madam, said 
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he, what am I to think of this OTerwhelming ^ef P My lord, 
answered Blanche, it were vain for me to mde my apprehen* 
sions. The king ^ipiir uncle is at the point of death, and 
you will soon be called to supply his place. When I measure 
the distance placed between us by your approaching greatness, 

I will own to you that my mind misgives me. The monarch and 
the lover estimate objects through a far different medium. What 
constituted the fondest wish of the individual, while his aspiring 
thoughts were checked by the contr 9 l of a superior, fades into 
infignificance before the tumultuous cares or oriKiaht destinies 
of royalty. Be it the misgiving of an anxious heart, or the 
w'hisper of a well-founded opinion, I feel distracting emotions 
succeed one another in my breast, which not all my just confi- 1 
dence in your goodness can allay. The source of my mistrust is 
not in the suspected stc'ad incss of your attachment, but in a dif- 
fidence of my own happy fate. Lovely and beloved Blanche, 
replied tlie prince, yt»ur fears but bind me the more nrmly in 
your fetters, and warrant my devotion to yourchjrms. Yet this 
excessive indulgence of a fond jealousy borders on disloyjdty to 
love, and. if I may venture to say so, trenches on the esteem to 
which my constancy has hitherto entitled me. No, no, never 
entertain a doubt that my destiny can ever bo sundered from 
yours, but rather indulge the pleasing anticipation, that you, and 
you alone, will be the arbitress of my fate, and the source of all 
my bliss. Away then with these vain alarms. Why must they 
disturb an intercourse so charming P Ah ! nSy lord, rejoined the 
daughter of Leontio, your subjects, when they place the crown 
upon your head, may ask of you a princess-queen, descended 
from along line of kings, wliose glittering alliance shall join ne’ I 
realms to your hereditary estates. Perhaps, alas ! you will me^i 
their ambitious aims, even at the expense of your softest vows. 
Nay, wdiy, resumed Enriquez, with rising passion, why too ready 
a self-tormentor, do you raise up bo afflicting a phantom of fu- 
turity ? Should heaven take the king my uncle to itself, and 
place Sicily under my dominion, I swear to unite myself with 
you at Palermo, in presence of my whole court. To this I call 
to witness all which is held sacred and inviolable among men. 

The protestations of Enriquez reraovec^jthe fears of Siffredi's 
daughter. The rest of their discourse turned on the king's ill- 
ness. Enriquez displayed t^.e goodness of his natural disposition, 
for he pitied his unde's lot, thougli be had no reason to be greatly 
affected by it ; but the force of blood extorted from him senti- 
ments of *regret for a prince who^p death held out an immediate i 
prospect of the crown. Blanche did not yet know all the mis- ^ 
Tortimes which hung over her. The constable of Sicily, who had 
met her coming out of her father's apartment, one day when he 
was at castle of Belmont^n some business of importanoev 
was struck with admiration. Tne very next day, he made pro- 
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. iK)MiB^;o Siffredi, who entertained his offer favourably ; but the 
niness of Boger taking place unexpectedly about that time, the 
marriage was put off for the present, aiul the subject had not 
been hmted at in the most distant manner lo Blanclie. 

One morning, as Enriquez had just finished dressing, he was 
surprised to see Leqntio enter his apartment, followed by 
Blanche. Sir, said this minister, the new^s 1 have to announce 
will in some degree afflict your excellent heart, but it is counter- 
acted byconsoling circumstances which ought to moilerate your 
grief, ^cbjnng your un^e has depiirted tliis life ; and by bis 
death left you “the heir of his sceptre. Sicily is at your fe^t. 
The nobility of the kingdom wait your orders at ralernio. 
They have commissioned .me to receive them in person, and I 
beome, my liege, with ray daugliter to pay you the earl i(*s(f and 
^ aincerest homage of your new subjects. Tlie prince, who was 
well awares^hat Boger had beim for two mouths sinking under 
a complaint gradual in its progress but fatal in its nature, was 
not astonished at this news. And yet. struck with his sudden 
exaltation, he felt a thousand confused motions rising up by turns 
inhisfieart. He mused for some time, then breaking silence, 
addressed these words to Leontio—Wise Sjfl'redi, I havtj always 
considered you as my father. I shall make it iny glory to no 
governed by your counsels, and vou shall reign in Sicily with a 
away paramount to my own. ^Vitll these \u)rds, advancing to 
the st^dish and taking a blank sheet of paper, he wrote his 
name at the bottoip. What arc you dr>ing. sirF said Siffredi. 
Proving my gratitude and my esteem, answered KTiricpiez. 
Thence prince presented the paper to Blanche, and said— Ac- 
^jept, madam, tliis pledge of my faith, and of tlio empire with 
F which I invest you over my thoughts and a^dions. Blanche re- 
ceived it with a blush, and made this answ er to the prince— I ac- 
' knowledge with all humility the condescensions of my sovereign, 
but my destiny is in the hands of a fatluT, and you must not 
eonaider me aa ungrateful if I de|K)sit this flattering token in his 
custody, to be used according to the dictates of Ijis sage dis- 
cretion. 

In compliance with these sentiments of filial duty, she gave 
the sign manual of Enriquez to her fstlier. I’hen Siffredi saw 
at once what till that»araoment had eluded his pcnidration. lie 
entered clearly into the prince's sentiments, and said: Your 
majesty shall have no reproaches t4:^mko me. I shall not act 
unworthily of <he eonfiaenee. . . .My dear Leontio, interrupted 
Enriquez, yon and unworthinesa never can be allied. Afake 
kwhat use you please of my^aignature.* I shall confirm your 
^determination. But go. return to Palermo, prescribe the cere- 
monies for my coronation there, and toll my subjects that 1 shall 
follow you in person immediately, to r^ciyc thoir oaths of aHe** 
gianea, and assure them of my^iroteetion in return. The mints- 
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ter obeyed the commands of his new master, and set 8nt 
Palermo with his daughter. 

Some hours after their departure, the prince also left Belmonte, 
with his thoughts mere intent on his passion than on the hieh 
r^k to which he was called. Immediately on his arrival in the 
city, the air was rent with a thousand cries of joy. He made 
his entry into the palace amid tlio acclamations of the people, 
and every tiling was ready for the august formalities. The Prin- 
cess Constance was waiting to receive him, in a magnificent 
mourning dross. She appeared deep^v affected by Eiger’s death. 
Tj;io customs of society required from them a rebipfocal comph 
ment of condolence on the late event ; and they each of them 
acquitted themselves with good breeding and propriety. But 
those was somewhat more coldness on the part of Enriquez'i 
th^Uip^ that of Constance, who could not enter into family quar- ^ 
rels, and resolved on hating the young prince. He placed himself 
on the ftffono, and the princess sate beside him, in a chair of 
state a little less elevated. The great ofKcers of the realm fell 
into their nlaees, each according to his rank. .-The ceremony 
began ; and Lcontio, as lord high chancellor of the kiagdom, 
holding ill his possession the will of the late king, opened it, and 
read the contents aloud. This instrument contained in substance 
tliat Eoger, in default of issue, nominated the eldest son of 
Mainfroi his successor, on condition of his marrying the Princess 
Constance ; and in tlio event of his refusing her hand, the crown 
of Sicily was to devolve, to his exclusiou. on the head of the 
infant Don Pedro, his brotiier, on the like cohditiom 
These words \> ere a thunderstroke to Enriquez. Jlis senses 
were all bewildered even to distraction; and his agonies becami^ 
still more acute, when J^eontio, having finished the reading q.. 
the will, addressed the assembly at largo to the following ofiect : 
My lords, tlio last iiij unctions of the late king having been made 
known to our now monarch, that piou-s and excellent prince con- 
sents to honour his cousin the Princess Constance witli his hand. 
At these words Enriquez intemipted the chancellor. LeontiOt 
said ho, remember tho writing; Blanche. .. .Sire, intemipted 
Siflredi in his turn with precipitation, lest the prince should find 
ail opportunity of making himself understood, here it is. The 
nobility of the kingdom, added he, exhibit’ug the blank paper to 
the assembly, will see by your majesty’s august subscription, the 
esteem in which you hold tljff princess, and your implicit defer- 
ence to the last will of the late king your uncle. ' 

Having finished these words, he forthwith began reading the 
instrument in such terms as he had himself inserted. Aooord^ 
to the contents, tho now king gave a promise to his people, with 
formalities the most binding and authentic, that he would marry 
Constance, in conformity with the intention of Eoger. Ilie ball 
re-echoed with pealing shouts qf satisfactiom Long live the 



• iTHE TkTAL MAERIAOE. 1G7 

highlnd miglity King Enriquez ! exclaimed all those \rho were 

E ' resent. As the marked aversion of the prince for the princess 
ad never been any secret, it was apprehended, not w ithout rea* 
son, that he might revolt against tlie eoiulition of the will, and 
light up the flame of civil diseord in the kingdom ; but the pub 
lie enunciation of this solemn act, (juieting the fears of ih 
nobility and tlie people on that head, excited tliese universa 
applauses, which w’cnt to the munarcirs heart like the stab of an 
assassin, Constance, who had a nearer interest than any Iminan 
being in theresult, from ^le double motive of glory Ind perso- 
nal affection? hiid hold of this opportunity for (‘xpressing her 
gratitude. The prince had mucli ado to ki'eo his feelings williin 
bounds. He received the compliinent of tlie princess wilh so 
i constrained an air, and evinced so nnnsual a disorder in his^a ha- 
viour, as scarcely to reply in a manner suited to tlie coinnion 
forms of good-breeding. At last, no longiT master of his vio- 
lent passions, he went up to SillVedi, whom the fonmilities of his 
office detained near tJie royal person, ami said to liim in^ a low 
tone of voice-^What is the meaning of all this, LeontioP Tlie sig- 
nature W’hich I deposited in your daughter’s hands was not meant 
for such a use os this, Vou are guilty of ... . 

My liege, interrupted Hiffredi again w ilh a tone of firmness, 
look to your own glory. If you refuse to comply with the in- 
iunctions of the king your uncle, you l(*se the crown of Sicily. 
No sooner had he thrown in this salutary hint, than he jjotawny 
from the king, to jireveiit all possihilily of a reply. Knriquez 
was left in«i most embarrassing situation. A thousand ojipositc 
emotions Agitated him at once, lie was e.\aH|>eniled against 
I Siffredi: to give up Jilanehe, was more than he could endure; 
SO that, balancing between his private f(*elings and the calls of 
public honour, ho was doubtful to which side In* Hliould incline. 
At length Ids doubts were resolved, under the idea of having 
found the means to secure Siffrinli’s danghti-r, without giving u]) 
his claim to the throne. He alleeted therefore an entire submis- 
sion to the will of Koger, in the hono, while a dispe*nsalmn from 
Ids marriage with his cousin was solicit ing at Home, of gaining 
the leading nobility by Ids largesses, ami thus ^•st«hlishmg Ins 
power so firmly, as not to be umler the necessity of fulfilling the 
conditions of the obfoxious instrument. 

After forming this design, he got to bo more composed ; and 
tttmmg towards Constance, ponfirrtked to her what tlie lord higli 
chancier batfread in presence of the whole assernhly. Ihit, at 
the very moment when he had so far betrayed himself as to pledge 
Us faith, Blanche arrived inihe ball oP council. Slie came thi- 
ther, by her father’s command, to pay lier duty to the princess ; 
tnd her ears, on entering, were startled at the expressions of 
Enriquez, In addition to this shock, Leontio determined, ndt to 
leave her in doubt of her mis&rtuoc, accompanied her presenta* 
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tion to Constance with these words ; Daughter, make Ton? ho* ' 
mage acceptable to your queen ; call down upon her the bless- 
ings of a prosperous reign and a happy marriage. This terrible 
blow overwhelmed th# unfortunate Manche. Vain were all her 
attempts to suppress her anguish ; her countenance changed 
successively from the deepest blush to a deadly paleness, and 
she trembled from head to foot. And yet the princess had no 
suspicion how the matter really stood ; but attributed the con- 
fused Bty^p of her compliment to the awkwardness of a young 
person brought uj) in a state of rust cation, and Jplelly unac- 
quainted witli the manners of a court. But the young king was 
more in the secret. The sight of Blanche put him out of counte- 
nance : and the despair, too legible in her eyes, was enough to 
drive'^him out of his senses. Her feelings were not to be mis- 
understood ; and tliey pointed at him as the most faithless of 
men. Could ho have spoken to her, it might have tranquillized 
his agitation : but liow to lay hold of the nappy raomen^ when 
all Sicily, at least the illustrious part of it, was fixed in anxious 
expectation on his proceedings ? Besides, the stcAi and inflexi- 
ble Siffredi extinguished at once every ray of hope. ThisT min- 
ister, who was at no loss to decipher the hearts of the two lovers, 
and was firmly resolved, if possible, to prevent the evil conse- 
quences impending over tlie state from the violence of this 
imprudent attachment, got his daughter out of the assembly with 
the dexterity of a pra(*tised courtier, and regained the road to 
Belmonte with her m his jiosaession, determined, for more reasons 
than one, to marry her as soon as possible. 

When they reached home, he gave her to understand all the 
horror of her destiny, by announcing his promise to the con- 
stable. Just heaven! exclaimed she, transported into a paroxysm 
of despair, which her father’s presence could not restrain, what 
unparalleled sufferings have you the cruelty to lay up in store 
for the ill-fated Blanelie ? Her agony went to such a degree of 
violence, as to suspend eve y power of her soul. Her limbs 
seemed as if stiffened under the icy grasp of death. Cold and 
pale, she fell senseless into her father's arms. Neither was he 
insensible to her melancholy condition. Yet, feeling as he did 
all the alarm and anxiety of a parent, the stem inflexibility of 
the statesman remained unshaken. Blanche, after a time, was 
recalled to life and feeling, rather hy the keenness of her mental 
pangs than by the means whiih Sin**edi used for her recorery. 
Languishingly did she raise her scarcely conscious eyes : when 
glancing on the author of her miseiy, as he was anxiously 
employed about her person ; My ford, said she, with inar- 

ticulate and convulsive accents, I am ashamed to let you see my 
weakness : but death, which cannot be long in fishing my 
torments, will soon rid you of a wretched wighter, who hM 
Tentured to dispose of her heart without consulting you, No^ 
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my diar Blanche, answered Leontio, your death would be too 
dear a sacrifice : Virtue will resume lier empire over your ac- 
tions. The constable’s proposals do you lioaour ; it is one of 

the most considerable alliances in tlie state I esteem his 

person and am sensible of his merit, interrupted Blanche j l»it, 

my lord, the kin^ had ^ven me encouni^^ement to indulge 

Daughter, vociferated Siffredi, breaking in upon her discourse. I 
anticipate all you have to say ou tliat subiect. Your partiality 
for the prince is no secret to me, nor w^ould it me(‘t my disappro- 
bation un^JT other circmnatances. You should cv6n see mo 
active and of&^nt to secure for you the hand of Enimmez, if the 
cause of glory and the welfare of the realm demMiuled it not in- 
dispensably for Consfence. It is on the sole (condition of marry- 
f ing that princess, that the late king lias nominated him liM suc- 
cessor. Would you Iiave liim prefer you to the crown of Sicily P 
Believe mb, my heart bleeds at the mortal blow whicli im])end8 
over you. Yet, since we cannot contend with tlie fates, make a 
magnanimous eflbrt. Your fame is concerned, not to let the 
whole nation see that you have nursed up a d(*lusive liope. Your 
sensibility towards the person of the king might even give birth 
to ip ommious rumours. The only m(*thoil of preserving your- 
seir from their poison, is to marry tlio eonstahle. Jn short, 
Blanche, there is no time left for irresolution. The king baa 
decided between a throne, and the posst'Kaiou of your charms. 
He has fixed his choice on Constance. The constable holds my 
word in pledge : tjnable me to redeem if, 1 l)es(*eeh y*)U. Or if 
nothing but a paramount necessity can fix your wavering resolu- 
tion, I mist make an unwilling use of my parental authority ; 
^ know then, I command you. 

Ending with this threat, \u) left her to make lier own reflections 
on what had passed. He was in liopes that after liaviiig weighed 
the reasons he had urged to support her virtue against tlie bias 
of her feelings, she would determine of herself to admit the con- 
stable's addresses. He was not mislakcm in his conjecture ; but 
at what an expense did the wretched Blanche rise to this height 
of virtuous resolution ! Her condition was that in tin; whole 
world the most deserving of pity. Tlie aflliclion of finding her fears 
realised, respecting the infidelity of Enripez, and of being com- 
pelled, besides losing the man of her choice, to sacrifice herself 
to another w horn she could ne\Tr love, ocitasioned lier such storms 
^ passion and alternate tq^singsVf frantic desperation, as to 
bnng with ea8h successive moment a variety of vindictive tor- 
ture, If my sad fate is fixed, exclaimed she, how can I triumph 
over it but by death P Meroiless powePs, who preside over our 
Wujwnrd fortunes, why feed and tantalize me with the most 
flatteiiog hopes, only to plunge me headlong into a gulf of 
auseries P And thou too, j^rfidious lover ! to rush into the drms 
of another, when ail those vows of eternal fidelity were mtiio# 
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So soon then is that plighted faith void and forgotten To 
punish thee for so cruel a deception, may it please heaven, in its ' 
retribution, to make the conscious couch of conjugal endearment, 
polluted as it must boi^by perjury, less the«cene of pleasure than 
tl^e dungeon of remorse ! May the fond caresses of Constance 
distil poison through thy faithless heart ! Let us rival one 
another in the horrors of our n\iptials ! Yes, traitor, I mean to 
wed the constable, though shrinking from his ardent touch, to 
avenge me on myself ! to bo my own scourge and tormentor, for 
having selected so fatally the object ofjjny frantic nassjon. Since 
deep-rooted obedience to the will of God forbids^lcb entertain 
the thouglit of a premature death, whatever days may be allotted 
me to drag on sliall be but a lengthened chain of heaviness and 
tornn'nt. If a sentiment of love still lurks about your heart, it , 
will be revenge enough for me to cast myself into your presence, 
the devoted bride or victim of another : but if you have thrown 
off my remembrance with your own vows, Sicily at legist shall 
glory in the distinction of reckoning among its natives a woman 
wlio knew how to punish herself for having dispo^*d of her heart 
too lightly. • 

In 8U(*h a state of mind did this wretched martyr to love and 
duW pass the night preceding her marriage with the constable. 
Siffredi, finding her the next morning ready to comply with his 
wishes, lia.stcno(l to avail liimself of this favourable disposition, 
lie sent for the (‘onstablo to Belmonte on that very day, and the 
marriage ceremony was performed privately in the chapel of the 
castle. Wliat a crisis tor Blunclie ! It was' not enough to re- 
nounce a crown, to lose a lover endeared to her by, every tie, 
and to yield herself up to the object of her hatred. In adaition 
to all this, she must put a constraint on her sentiments before 
husband, naturally jealous, and long occupied with the most 
ardent admiration of licr eliarms. The bridegroom, delighted in 
the |K)8aes8ion of her, was all day long in her presence. He did 
not leave lior to the miserable consolation of pouring out her 
sorrows in secret. \Vhen niglit arrived, Leontio’s daughter felt 
all her disgust and terror redoubled. But what seemed likely to 
become of lior when her women, after having undressed her, left 
her alone with the constable? lie enquired rcrpcctfully into 
the cause of her apparent faintness and aliscomposure. The 
question was sutTleiently embarrassing to Blanche, who affected 
to bo ill. Her husband was^nt first deceived her pretenoee; 
but he did not long remain in such 'an error. &lng, aa he waa, 
sincerely concerned at the condition in which he saw her, but 
atill pressing her to go to bed, hi^ urgent solicitations, falsely 
construed by her, ofiered to her wounded mind an image so 
cruel and indelicate, that she could no longer dissemble what waa 
pas<iing within, but gave a free course to her sighs and tears. 
\Vhat a discovery for a man who thought himself at the summit 
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of lift wishes ! He no longer doubted but the distressed state of 
his wife was fraught with some sinister oinon to liis love. And 
yet, though this knowledge reduced him to a situation almost as 
deplorable as (hat of Blanche, he had sttficient command over 
himself to keep his suspicions within his own breast, Iloire- 
doubled his assiduities, and went <m pressing liis bride to lay 
herself down, assuring lier that tlio repose of winch she stood in 
need should be undisturbed by his interruption. Ho offered of 
his own accord even to call her women, it she was of opinion 
that their >a|te iidancc coiijd afford any relief to her indisposition. 
Blanche, revifing at tliat proposal, told him tiuit sleep was# the 
best remedy for the debility under whicli she lalioured. He 
affected to think so too. They ac4‘ordingly partook of the same 
bed, but with a conduct altogotlicr different from what tilt* laws 
of love, sanctioned by the rites of marriage, might authorise in a 
pair muWially delighted and delight ing^ 

Wlule iSilfredi’s dangliter was giving way to her grief, the 
constable was hunting in his own mind for the causes which 
might rendeiatlu* nuptial olliee so eontempiihle a sinecure in his 
hantfc. Ho could not he long in conjt‘cturing that he had a 
rival, but when he atleinjitcd to discover him lie was lost in the 
labyrinth of his own ideas. All he knew with certainty, was the 
peculiar severity of his owm fate. JIo had already ]>aHsed two 
thirds of the niglit in this perph’xity of tliought, when an undis- 
tinguishable noise gr(*\v gradually on Ids sense <)f hearing. Gn‘at 
was his 8ur])rise^vlien a fnotHteji 8e<*med audibly to pace aliout 
the roomf lie fancied ]iim’««‘lf mistaken r for he recollected 
shutting •tlie door liimsclf after Hlanclie’s women Imd relirtnl. 
Ho drew' back the curtain to satisfy his senses on the occasion 
of this extraordinary noise. But the light in the chimney corner 
had gone out, and he swn In urd a feelile and melancholy voice 
calling Blamdie with anxious and importunate rcjKditioiiH. Tlicn 
did tlic 8Ugg(*stioiis of his jealousy transport him into rage. His 
insulted honour obliging him to rush from the bed which ho 
had so long aspired, and either to prevent a mt*ditatcd injury, or 
take vengeance for its ])erpetnition. he caught up Ids sword and 
flew forward in the dir<*ctioii w lienee the voice seemed to proceed. 
Ho felt a naked blade opjK^sed to ids own. As Ik? advanc<*d, Ids 
antagonist retired, i The pursuit boearrie more eager, the retreat 
more precipitate. His search was vigilant, and every corner of 
the room seemed to eontsyn its Vbject, but that winch he mo- 
mentarily oc^pied. The darkness, however, favoured tlie un- 
known invader, and he was nowhere to be found. I'he pursuer 
halted. He listened, but beard no stmnd. It seemi«d like en- 
ehantment ! He made for the door, under the idea that tins 
was the outlet to the secret assassin of his honour; yet the bolt 
was shot as fast as before. Unable to comprehend this strange 
oecnmncci he called those of his retinae who were most wttmn 
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reach of his voice. As he opened the door for this purpose, he 
placed himself so as to prevent all egress, and stood upon his 
guard, lest the devoted victim of his search should escape. 

At his redoubled erfts, some servants ran with lights. He 
laid hold of a taper, and renewed his search in the chamber with 
his sword still drawn. Yet he found no one there, nor any 
apparent sign of any person having been in the room. He was 
not aware of any private door, nor could he discover any prac- 
ticable mode of escape : yet for all this, he could not shut his 

S es against the nature and circumstvneos of liis^ misfortune. 

is^thoughts were all thrown into inextricable confusion. To 
ask any questions of Blanche was in vain : for she had too deep 
an interest in perplexing the truth, to furnish any clue whatever 
to its discovery. He therefore adopted the measure of unbosom- 
ing his griefs to Leontio ; but previously sent away his attend- 
ants with the excuse that he thought he had heard some noise in 
the room, but was mistaken. His father-in-law having ^eft his 
chamber in consequence of this strange disturbance, met him, 
and heard from his lips the particulars of this i naccountable 
adventure. The narrative was accompanied with every indica- 
tion of extreme agony, produced by deep and tender feeling, as 
well as by a sense of insulted honour. 

Siffredi was surprised at the occurrence. Though it did not 
appear to him at aU probable, that was no reason for being 
easy about its reality. The king’s passion miglit accomplish any 
thing; and that idea alone justified the most cn«el apprehensions. 
But it could do no good to foster either the natural jealousy of 
his son-in-law, or his particular suspicions arising out of circum- 
stances, Ho therefore endeavoured to persuade him, with an air 
of confidence, ths^t this imaginary voice, and airy sword opposed to i 
his substantial one, were, and could possibly be, but the gratuitous 
creations of a fancy, under the influence of amorous distrust. It 
was morally impossible that any person should have made his 
way into his daughter’s chamber. With regard to tho melan- 
choly, BO visible in his wife’s deportment, it might very naturally 
be attributed to precarious health and delicacy of constitution. 
The honour of a nusband need not be so tremblingly alive to all 
the qualms of maiden fear and inex|)erience. Change of condi- 
tion, in the case of a girl habituated to Mve almost without 
human society, and abniptly consigned to the embraces of a man 
in whom love and previous ac maintence had not inspired confi- 
dence, might innocently be the cause of these fi^ars, of these 
sighs, and of this lively afiliction so irksome to bis feelings. But 
it was to be considered that tenderness, especially in the hearts 
of young ladies, fortified by the pride of blood against the excesses 
of ioye-sick abandonment, was onU to be cherished into a fiaroe 
by time and assiduity. He theremre exhorted him to tranquii- 
liM his disturbed mmd ; to be ardently officious in redoubling 
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erery instance of affection ; to create a soft and BoJucinfr interest 
in the sensibility of Blanche. In short, he besought him ear- 
nestly to return to her apartment, and laboured to persuade him 
that his distrust and confusion would onW set her on on uncon- 
jugal and Ktigious defence of her insultea virtue. , 

The constable returned no answer to the arguments of his 
ftther-in-law, whether because he began to think in g(H)d earnest 
that his senses were imposed on b}' llie disorder of his mind, or 
because he thouglit it more to the purpose to dissemble, than to 
undertake melfectually convince the old man of an event so 
devoid of air likelihood, lie returned to his wife’s chamber, 
laid himself down by her side, and endeavoured to obtain from 
sleep some relief from his extreme uneasiness. Blanche, on 
her part, the urdmppy Blanche, was not a whit more at li^ ease. 
Her ears had been I mt too open to the same alarming sounds, 
which hlld assailed her husbands peace; nor eould she eonstnio 
into iUusion an adventure of whicli she w(*ll knew the secret and 
the motives. She was snrpri.sed that Enricjuez should attempt 
to find his a^'ay into her apartnumt, alWr having j)ledged his 
faitR so solemnly to the rrineess Constance. Insteacl of feeding 
her soul with vanity, or deriving any flattering omens from a 
proceeding fraught with personal tenderness, but destructive to 
self-apnrobation. she considered it as a new insult, and her heart 
was onlv so much the more exasperated with resentment against 
the author. 

While SifiVe^i’s daugliter, with all her prejudices excited 
against rtie young king, believed him the most guilty of men, 
that unlmppy prince, more tlian ever ensnared by Blanelie, was 
anxious for an interview, to satisfy her mind on a subjeet which 
seemed to make so much against liirn. For that purpose he 
would have visited B(‘lmonte sooner, but for a' ])resH of business 
too urgent to be neglected; nor could he withdraw himself from 
the court before that night. He was perfectly at home in all tho 
tamings of a place where h(» had been brought up, and therefore 
was at no loss to slip into tho ciistle of Sifl’redi. Nay, ho was 
still in possession of the key to a secret door cornmnnicuting with 
the gardens. By this inlet did he gain his fonner apartment, 
and thence found his way into Blanche s chamber. Only con- 
ceive what must l|ive been the astonishment of that prince to 
find a man in possession, and to feel a sw ord opposed to his 
guard. He was just on thi? poiD&of betraying all, and of punish- 
ing the rebef on the very spot, whose saeriJegious hand had dared 
to lift itself against the person of its lawful sovereign. But then 
the delicacy due to the daughter of Beontio held his indignation 
in check. He retreated in the same direction as he had ad- 
TADoed, and regained the Palermo road, in more distress and 

E xity than ever. Getting home some little time beforhday* 
his apartment afibrded him the most quiet retreat* But 
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nis thoughts were all on the road back to Belmonte. The reil^ 
in g -place of his affections, a sense of honour, in a word, love 
with all its pretensions and surmises, would never allow him to 
delay an explanation, •involving ^all the circumstances of so 
Itraoge and melancholy an adventure. 

As soon as it was daylight he gave out that he was going on 
a hunting expedition. Under cover of sporting, his liuntsmeh 
and a chosen party of Ida courtiers penetrated into the forest of 
Belmonte unaer his direction. The chase was followed for some 
time, as a blind to his real design. Wlie^. he saw the .wi*olQ party 
eagcHy driving on, and wholly engrossed by the sport, ho gal- 
loped off in a different direction, and struck, without any at- 
tendants, into the road towards Leontio’s castle. The various 
tracks W the forest were too well-known to him to admit of Ids 
losing his way. His impatience, too, would not allow him to take 
any thought of his hors(‘ : so that the moments scarcely flitted 
faster, than Ids expedition in leaving behind him the disTtance 
which separated him from the object of his love. Ilis very soul 
was on the rack for some plausible excuse to plead for a private 
interview with Siliredi^s daughter, when, crossing a narrow path 
just at the park gate, he observed two women sitting close by 
1dm, in earnest conversation under the shelter of a tree. It might 
well be supposed tliat these females l)elonged to the castl(‘ ; and 
even that probability was sullicieiit to rouse an interest in him. 
But his emotion was height^!. ed into a feeling beyond his reason 
to control, for these ladies liappeiit\l to look rgund on hearing 
the trot of a liorse a ivaueing in that direction ; when (tl once he 
recogidzed his dear Blanche. The fact was, she had made lier 
escape from the castle with Nisa, the person of all others among 
her women most in her confidence, that she might at least have 
the satisfaction of Weeping over lier misfortunes without intrusion 
or restraint. 

He flew, ami seemed rather to throw himself headlong than to 
fall at her feet. But when he beheld in tlio expression of her 
countenance every mark of the deepest affliction, his lieart was 
softened. Lovely Blanche, said he, do not, let me intreat you, 
give way to the emotions of your grief. Ai)peanmee8, 1 own. 
must represent mo as guilty in your eyes : but when you shall 
bo ma<le acquainted with ray project in yoiT behalf, what you 
consider as a crime will be transfonned in your thoughts into a 
proof of my innocence, and 4n evidence of my unparalleled 
affection. These words calculated, according to the views of 
Enriques, to allay the grief of Bhinche, served only to redouble 
her affliction. Fain would she have answered, but her sobs 
stifled her utterance. The prince, thunderstruck at the death- 
like agitation of her frame, addressed her thus. What, madam* 
is tli&e no possibility of tranquillizing your agitation P By 
what sad mischance have I lost your coimdenoe, at the very mo- 
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nent Vlien my crown and even my life are at stake, in eonse- 
cmence pf my resolution to hold myself engaged to youP At 
this suggestion the daughter of Leohtio, doing violence to her 
own feeungs, but thinking it necessary tf explain herself, said 
to him— My liege, your assurances are no longer adniissiblo. 
Mv destiny and yours are henceforward ns far asunder as tCe 
poles. Ah! Blanche, interrupted Knritniez with impatience, 
what cutting words are these, too painful for inv sense of hear- 
ing P Who dares step in between our loves P Who would ven- 
ture to Jtejjd forward agagist the luMidlong rage of a king who 
W’ould kmarbUll Sicily info a eon tlagra lion, rather tlmn snl|^»r 
you to be rpished fiW his long-chcriKhed hojiesP All y<>nr 
power, my liege, great as it is, replied the daughter of Sillredi in 
a tone of melancholy, beeoni(‘S inetlicient against the ohstacii'S in 

the way of our union. I know not how to tell it you, but 

I am maraied to the constable. 

MarrjeJ to the constable ! exelaiined the prince, starting back 
to some distance from her. IFe could pnxu'od no further in his 
discourse, so completely was lie tlninderstruck at tlie intelligence. 
Overwhelmed by this unexpected blow, lie felt his strength for- 
sake him. Ilis UTieonseious linilis iaitl themselves without Jiis 
guidance against the trunk of a tree just behind Jiiin. Jlis 
countenance wa.s j)alli<l, his wliole frame in a tremor, his mind 
bewildered and Ins snirits depressed, Witli no siuisi* or faculty 
at liberty but that of ga/mg. and tln‘re every ))ower of his soul 
was suspended on Blanelie, he made her f(x*l most jioigtmtilly 
how he Iiigiself das agonized by tlie fatal event sin* had an- 
nounced. ,Tho oxpressi»)n of countenance on lier part was such 
as to shew him that her <*mutions were not uneongtuiial with his 
lown. Thus did these two di-tn-ssed lovers for a lime preserve a 
silence towards each other, which portended sonwlhing of terror 
in its calmness. At h*nglh the prince, reef»veriiig a little from 
his disorder by an effort of courage, resumed the tliscoiirst*, and 
said to Blam;]ie witli a sigli — Madam, what have you done P 
You have destroyed me, and involv(*d yourself in tlie same ruin 
by your credulity. 

Blanche Wfis offended at the seeming reproaches of the king, 
when the strongest grounds of complaint were apj)arenlly on her 
side. WTiat! mv lord, answered slic, do you add disHimuhition 
to infidelity? \Voula yon have me reject the evidence of my 
own eyes and ears, so as to believetyou innocent in sjutc of their 
report? No, my lord, I will hwui to you such an effort of abstrac- 
tion is not in my f>owcr. And yet, mn<lam, replied the king^ 
these witnesses by whose testiinony you liavc bcf-n so fully con- 
vinced, are but impostors. They have been in a conspiracy to 
betray you. It is no less the fact that I am innoccut^and faith- 
ful, than it is true that you arc married to the constable. What is 
it you say, my lord P replied she. Bid 1 not overhear you Ci>niirui- 
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mg tlie pledge of your hand and heart to Constance P HaVe toii 
not bound yourself to the nobility of the realm, and undertaken »' 
to comply with the will of the late king P Has not the princess 
received the homage cf your new subjects as their queen, and in 
quality of bride to Prince Enriquez P Were my eyes then fasci- 
nated? Tell me, tell me rather, traitor, that Blanche was 
weighed as dust in the balance of your heart, when compared 
with the attractions of a throne. Without lowering yourself so 
far as to assume what you no longer feel, and what perhaps you 
never felt, own at once that the crown of Sicily appeared a more 
tenable possession with Constance tnan with tlni aarfghter of 
Leontio. You arc in the right, my lord. My title to an illus- 
trious throne, and to the heart of a prince like you, stands on an 
equally precarious footing. It was vanity in the extreme iO\ 
prefer a claim to either : but you ouglit not to have drawn me 
on into error. You ivcll recollect w'hat alarms were ny portion 
at the very thought of losing you, of wdiich I had sjmost a 
supernatural foreboding. Why did you lull my apprehensions 
to sleep? To what purpose was that delusive, mockery P I 
might else have accused fate rather than yourself, and you would 
at least have retained an interest in my heart, though unaccom- 
panied by a hand w hich no other suitor could ever have obtained. 
As we arc now circumstanced, your justification is out of season. 

I am married to the constable. To Velieve mo from the *onti- 
nuauco of an interview, which casts a shade over my purity 
hitherto unsullied, permit me, my lord, without failing in due 
respect, to withdraw from the presence of a prina?, to whose 
adaresses I am no longer at liberty to listen. 

With these w ords, ^e darted away from Enriquez in as hur- 
ried a step as the agitation of her spirits would allow. Stop, 
madam, exclaimed be, drive not to despair a prince, inclined to 
overturn a throne, which you reproach nim for having nreferred 
to yourself, rather than yield to the impoHunities of his new 
subjects. That sacrifice is under present circumsttinces super- 
fluous, rejoined Blanche. The bond must be broken between 
tlie constable and me, before any effect can be produced by these 
generous transports. Since I am not ray owm mistress, little 
w'ould it avail tiiat Sicily shoidd be embroiled, nor does it con- 
cern me to w'hom you give your hand. If^*! have betrayed my 
own weakness, ami simerod my heart to be surprised, at leayt 
shall I muster fortitude enough to liupurcss every soft emotion, 
and prove to the new* king oi Sicily, that the wife of the con- 
stable is no longer the mistress of Prince Enriquez. While this 
conversation was passing, they reached the pars gate. With a 
sudden spring she and Nisa got within the walls. As they took 
care to f^teu the wicket after them, the prince was left in a 
state of melancholy and stupefaction. He could not recover 
fiK>m the stunning sensation, occasiored by the intellig^ce ol 
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BUncUe’B mirriage. Unjust may I well call you, exclaimed he. 
You have buried all remembrance of our solemn engagement ! 
Spite of protestations and your ovrji, our fates ore rent 
asunder ! long^cherisbed hope of possessing those charms 
was an empty phantom ! M ! cruel as you are, how deafly 
have I purchased the distinction, of compefling you to acknow- 
ledge the constancy of my love ! 

At that moment his rivars liappiness, hoiglitened by the colour- 
ing of jealousy, presented itself to his mind in all the horrors of 
that fraatil^ passion. So^arbitrary was its sway over him for 
some moments, that lie was on the point of sacrificing the con- 
stable, and even Sinredi to his blind vengeance. Keason, how- 
*ever, calmed bv little and little the violen^c of his transports. 
And yet the obvious impossibility of effacing from the mind of 
Blanche In^r natural conviction of his infidelity, reduced him to 
despair. He flattered himself with weaning her from h<?r preju- 
dices, cbuld lie but converse with Jier secure from interruption. 
To attain this^end. it seemed the most feasible plan to get rid of 
the constable. He th(‘rcfore determined to liave him arrested, 
as a person suspected of I reasonable designs, in the then unsettled 
state of public alfairs. This commission was given to the eaplain 
of his guard, wlio went immediately to Belmonte, securea the 
person of his prisoner just as the evening was closing in, and 
carried him to the castle of Pah*niio. 

This occurrence spread an alarm at Belmonte. SifTredi took 
his departiye forMiwith, to offer his own re8j)onRibility to the 
kmgfor thf innocence of his .son-in-law, and to represent in their 
true colours the unpleasant consequences attending such arbitary 
^exertions of power. The Prince, who had antiinpated such a 
^proceeding on the part of his minister, and was uetermined at 
least to secure himself a free interview with Blanche before the 
release of the constalile, liad expressly forbidden any one to ad- 
dress him till the next day. But Leontio, setting this prohibition 
at defiance, contrived so well as to make his way into the King’s 
chamber. My liege, said be, with an air of humilTty tempered with 
firmness, if it is mlowable for a sulrjf^ t full of respect and loyalty 
to complain of his masUT, I have to arraign you before the tn- 
btiual of your owm conscience. What crime has my son-in-law 
committed? Has y^r Maiesty suflicienlly reflected wbat an 
everlasting reproacn is entailed orv my family ? Are the conse- 
cjuences oi an ^prisonment* ealeuAted to disgust all the most 
in^rtant officers of the state w ith the service, a matter of in- 
dinerenceP I have iindoubt^ information, answered the King, 

, that Uie constable holds a criminal correspondence with the Infant 
Don Pedro. A criminal correspondence ! interrupted Leon^, 
with surprise. Ab ! my liege, give no ear to the surmise. Your 
lCs|0sty is played upon. Treason never gained a footing in the 
fiundy of Stffiri^i. It is sufficient security for the constable that 

H 
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he is . my son^urlaw, to. place^htm abate all siiipicion. The eoh« 
stable is innocent: but private motives have been the occasion 
of your airesting him, ^ 

Since you speak to me so openlyr replied the King, 1 will 
ad(&t the same sincerity with you* You complain of the con* 
BtaWs imprisonment! Be it so. And have I no reason to 
complain of your cruelty P It is you» barbarous Siffredi» who 
have wrested my tranquillity from me, and reduced your sove- 
reign, ^ your officious cares, to envy t)ie lowliest of the huma*) 
raoe^ Fordo not so far deceive yourself m tobelieve-tLat I shaM 
ever enter into your views. My marriage with Constance i» 

S uite out of the Question What, my liege, interrupted 

teoutip, with an e^fession of horror, is there any doubt about 
your marrying the Princess, after having flattered her with that 
nope in the face of your whole people P If their wishep are dis- 
appointed, replied the King, take the credit to yourself. Where- 
fore did you reduce me to the necessity of giving them a promise 
my heart would not allow me to make good P Where was the 
occasion to fill up with the name of Constance an instrument 
desired for the elevation of your own daughter? You could 
not De a stranger to my design ; need you have completed your 
tyranny by devoting Blanche to the arras of a man to whom she 
could not give her heart? And what auiliority have you over 
mine to dispose of it in favour of a Princess whom 1 detest P 
Have you forgotten that she is the daughter of that cruel Matilda, 
who, trampling the rights of consanguinity and hu..ian nature under 
foot, caused my father to breathe his last under all the rigours 
of a hard captivity P And should 1 marry her ! No, Siflredi, 
throw away that liopet Before the lurid torch of such an hy- * 
meneal shall be kindled in your presence, you sliall behold all 
Sicily in flames, and the expiring embers quenched in blood. 

Do not my ears deceive me P exclaimed Lcontio. Ah ! Sove- 
reign, what a scene do you present me with ! Who can hear 
8 ( 1 ^ menaoes without shuddering P But I am too forward to 
take the alarm, continued he in an altered voice. You are in too 
close a union with your subjects to be the instrument of a catas- 
trophe so melancholy.* You will not suffer passion to triumph 
over your reason. Virtues like yours shall never lose their lustre 
by the tarnish of human and ordinary weidcn^s. If I havegiTen 
my daughter into the ams of ,tbe constable, it was with tlm dea> 
sigm^ my liege, of securing to your Majesty a pov^^erful subieet, 
aw by his own valour, and the army under his oommaiMlio 
mamwn your party against that of the Prince Don Pedv(^ 
appeared to me thal ot connecting him wUh my tenajja ep ' 

ciosea bond xee,. yes ! This bond, emiiiiBed jMl»e 

Enriques, this fatal bond has been mjviilm UnfeeKaglUeiidf 
to aim a wound at my vital pari ! What oouunMoa had you ir t 
tolmeaieofmy intmataattheexpenaeofs^affintiim VtHf 
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ndt le&re me to support mfpretensions by my own armP 
' Was the^ any question about fny couraj^c that I should be 
tiiou^ht utcompetent to redtice my rebti^lious subjects to their 
obedience t Means might have been found to punish the con- 
stable had he dared to have fallen off from his allegiance ! I am 
well awarO of the difference between a lawful king and an arbi- 
trary tyrant. The happiness of our people is our first duty. 
But are we, on the other hand, to be the slaves of our subjects P * 
From the moment when we are selected by heaven for our l)igh 
office, do ^ .Igse the comfnon privilege of nature, the birthriftlit 
of the human race, to di^oseof our affections in wliatsoi*ver 
cuirent they may flow P Well then I If we are less our own 
jtnasters than the lowest of the human race, take back, Sifredi, 
f tl^t sovereign authority you affect to have secured to me by the 
wreck of my personal happiness. 

You cannot but bo acquainted, my liege, replied the minister, 
tiliat it Vas on your marriage with the Princess, the Into King, 

J our uncle, made the succession of the crown to depend. ^ And 
y whft right, •rejoined Elnrinuez, did even he assume to himself 
so arbitrary a disposition? Was it on such unworthy terms that 
he succeeded his brother, King Charles P How conic you your- 
self to ^ so besotted as to allow of a stipulation so unjust P For 
a high chancellor, you are not loo well versed in our laws and 
constitutions, To cut the matter short, thougli 1 Imvo promised 
my lumd to Constance, the engagement was not voluntary. I do 
not wereforc think myseff bound to keep my word ; ana if Don 
Pedro founfls on my refusal any hone of succeeding to the throne 
without involving the nation in a bloody and dcslruclive contest, 
Jiis error will be too soon visible. The sword shall decide be- 
C^wben us to whom the prize of empire may more worthily fall, 
f I^ntio could not venture to press him fiirthcr, and confined 
himself to supplicating on his knees for the liberty of his son-in- 
law. That boon he obtained. Go, said the King to him, return 
to Belmonte, the constable shall follow you thither without delay. 
The minister departed, and made the best of his way to Belmonte, 
under the persuasion that his son-in-law ^oiild overtake liim 
on the road. In this ho was mistaken. Knriquez was deU*r- 
mined to visit Blanche that niglit, and with such views he deferred 
the<«enlarg6ment of hef husband till the next morning. 

During this time the feelings of tbf constable were of the most 
agonising natuxui His imprisonment bad opened his eyes to the 
rm oanceof hSi misfortODe. He gave himself up to jealousy 
wdhout. Mtnint or remorse^ and oclying the good faift which 
had hitherto reudmd his character so valuable, his thoughts w ere 
bn his revenge. As he conjectured rightly that the King 
SrOdd not M to reconnoitre Blanche's apartmehidqring the 
si wii his object to surprise them together. He therefore 
beitod^ tim gowum eaHie at PriermotosiBow brhii 
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absence from the prison, on the assurance of his return befem 
daybreak. The governor, who was devoted to his interest, gave 
his permission so much |he more easily, as being already amr* 
tised that Siffredi had procured his liberty. Indeed he even 
went so far as to supply him with a horse for his journey to Bel- 
monte. The constable on his arrival there fastened his horse to 
a tree. He then got into the park by a little gate of which ho 
had the key, and was lucky enough to slip into the castle without 
being recognised by any one. On reaching his wife’s apartment 
ho concealed himself in the ante-chambef, fchind a placed 
as if expressly for his use. His intention was to observe nar- 
rowly what w as going forward, and to present himself on the 
suddci\ in Blanche’s chamber at the sound of any footstep he 
should hear. The first obiect he beheld was Nisa, taking leave 
of her mistress for the night, and withdrawing to a closet where 
she slept. 

Siffredi’s daughter, who had been at no loss to fatho;n the 
meaning of her husband’s imprisonment, was fully convinced that 
he would not return to Belmonte that nig] it, although slie had 
heard from her father of the King’s assurance that the consuble 
should set out immediately after him. As little could she doubt 
but Enriquez would avail hiraselTof the interval to see and con- 
verse with her at his pleasure. With this expectation she awaited 
the Prince’s arrival, to reproach him for a line of conduct so 
pregnant with fatal consequences to herself. As she had antici- 
patei a very short time after Nisa had retired.^the sliding pinel 
opened, and the King threw himself at the feet of his beloved. 
Madam, said ho, comlenm me not witlioiit a hearing. It is true 
T have occasioned the constable’s imprisonment, but then con- ^ 
sider that it was the only method left me for my justification. 
Attribute tliorefore that drspfrate stratagtnn to yourself alone. 
WTiy did you refuse to listen to my explanation this morning? 
Alas ! To-morrow your husband will be liberated, and I shall 
no longer have an opportunity of adilrcssing you. Hearken to 
me then for the last time. If the loss of you has embittered the 
remainder of my days, vouchsafe me at least the melancholy 
satisfaction of convincing you, that I have not called down this 
misfortune on myself by my own inconstancy. I did indeed con- 
firm the pledge of my hand to Constance, ibut then it was un- 
avoidable ill the situation to ^hich your father’s policy bad re- 
duced us. It was necessary to^ut tlin imposition (pi the Princess 
for your interest and for iny own ; to secure to you your crown, and 
with it the hand and heart of your devoted lover. I had flattered 
myself with the prospect of succe^. Measures were already 
taxen to supersede that engagement, but you have destroyed tile 
bright illusions of my faucy ; and, by disposing of yourself too 
precipitately, have ^tedated an eternity of torment for two 
hearts, whom a mutual and perfect love*might have conducted to 
perpetual bliss. 
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lie otincluded this explanation with such evident marks of 
imfeignefl ftgony, that Blanche was aiTected by his words. She 
had no Ibo^er any hesitation about his innocence. At first her 
joy was unbounded at the conviction ; bfit then again a sense of 
meit cniel circumstances gained the ascendant over her rxitnd. 
Ah ! my honoured lord, said she to the prince, after such a de- 
termination of our destinies, you only inflict a new pang by in- 
forming me that you were not to blame. What have I done, 
wretched as I am P My keen resciUmetit has betrayed mo into 
error, ^fa^^cied myseff east off; mid in tlie moment of my 
anger, acceptod the hand of the constable, vrhose addrossei my 
father promoted. But the crime is all my own, though the woes 
are mutual. Alas ! In the very conjuncture when I accused you 
of deceiving me, it w^as by my ow n act, too credulously^irapas- 
sioned I was, that the ties wert^ broken, which 1 had sworn 
for ever to make indissoluble. Take your revenge, my lord, in 
your turn. Indulge your liatn'd against the ungrateful Blanche 
• ...Forget.... What! and is it in my power then, madam P 
interrupted £nriquez w illi a dejei'led air : how is it possible to 
tear a passion from my heart, which even your injustice had not 
the power of extinguishing t Yet it becomes necessary for 

a to make tliat effort, my liege, re])lied the daughter or Sif- 
i, with a deep sigh . . .And shall you be equal to that effort 
yourself? replied the king. I am not eonfident with myself for 
my success, answered she : but I shall spare no pains in the 
attainment of iny object. Ah! unfeeling fair one, said the prince, 
you will Easily banish Enriquez from your remembrance, since 
y^ou canVontemplate such a purjKise so sleaitfaHlly. Whither 
then does your imagination lead? said Blanche, in a more deci- 
sive tone. Do you flatter yoursedf that 1 can permit the con- 
tinuance of your tender assiduities P N o, my lord, banish that 
hope for ever from your thoughts. If I w as not born for royalty, 
neither has heaven formed me to be degraded by illicit addresses. 
Hy husband, like yourself, my liege, is allied to the noble house 
of Anjou. Though the call of duty w ere less peremptory, in 
opposmg an insurmountable obstacle to your insicliouH proposals, 
a sense of pride would hinder me from Emitting them. I con- 
jure you to withdraw’ : we must meet no more. What a barbarous 
sentence ! exclaimed the King. Ah ! Blanche, is it possible tliat 
you should treat me with so mi|ch severity P Is it not enough 
then to wei^ me down, that th^ constable should be in posses- 
cion of tour charms P And yet you would cut me off* from the 
hure sight of you, the only comfort phich remains to me I ¥or 
. that very reason avoid my\>reseDce, answered Sif&edi's daughter, 
not witnout some tears of tenderness. The contemplation ol 
what we have dearly loved is no longer a blessing, when we have 
toet alt hope of the posaeseion. Adieu, my lord! Shun mj very 
ihiage. You owe tiUt exertkm to your own honour and to my 
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good ^me. I claim it also for mj peace of mind : fcr to 
deal sincerely, though my virtue should be steady enough to 
combat with the suggestions of my heart, the very remembrance 
of your afiectioa stirs so cruel a conflict, that it is almost too 
much for my frail nature to support the shock. 

Her utterance of these words was attended with so energetic 
an action, as to overset the light placed on a table behind her, 
and its full left the room in darVness. Blanche picked it up. 
She then opened the door of the anti-chamber, and went to Nisa's 
closet, who was not yet gone to bed, for the purpose of lighting 
it again. She was now returning, afte^ liaving accomplished her 
errand. The £ing, who w^os waiting for her impatiently, no 
sooner saw her approach, than he resumed his ardent plea with 
her, to allow of his attentions. At the prince's voice, the con- . 
stable 'rushed impetuously, sword in hand, into the room, 
almost at the same moment with his bride. Advancing up to 
Enriquez with all tlie indignation which his fury kindled within 
him : This is too much, tyrant, cried he ; flatter not y&urself 
that I am cowardly enough to bear with this affront, which you 
have offered to my lionour. Ay ! traitor, answered the King, 
standing on his guard, lay aside the vain im^nation of being 
able to compass your purpose with impunity. With these mutuu 
taunts, they entered on a conflict, too violent to be long unde- 
cided. The constable, fearing lest Siffredi and his attendants 
should bo roused too soon by the piercing shrieks of Blanche, 
and should interpose between him and his revenge, took no care 
of himself. His frenzy robbed him of all skiK. He fenced so 
heedlessly, as to ran headlong on his adversary's sword. The 
weapon entered his body up to the liilt. Ho feU ; and' the King 
instantaneously checked his hand. 

The ^ugliter of Leontio, touclied at her husband's condition, 
and rising superior to her natural repugnance, threw heiwlf on 
the ground, and was anxious to afford him every assistance. But 
that ill-fated bridegroom was too deeply prejudiced against her, 
to allow himself to be softened by tlie evidences she gave of her 
sorrow and her pity. Death, whose hand he felt upon him, could 
not stifle the transports of his jealousy. In these his last mo- 
ments, no image presented itself to his mind but his rival's suc- 
cess. So insuflerable was that idea to him, that, collecting 
together the little strength he had left, he raided his sword, which 
he still grasped convulsively, and plunged it deep in Blanche's 
bosom. Die, said he, as he inflicted the fatol wouL*d ; die, faith- 
less bride, since the ties of wedlock were not strong enough to 
preserve to me the vow which you had sworn upon the dtar. 
And as for you, Enmuez, pursued he, triumph not too loudly 
on your destinies. You are prevented from taking advanta^ of 
my froward fortune; and i die content. Seaicely did tJiM 
words quiver on his lipS| when he breathed his last. His coiua* 
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lenitiee, oreroast as it was with the shades of death, had still 
•omelhiite in it of fierceness and of terror. That of Blanche 
presented a quite different aspect. The wound she had received 
was mortal. She fell on the scarcely bnfitbing body of her h\is* 
band : and the blood of the innocent victim flowed in the same 
stream with that of her murderer, who had executed his cfuel 
puipose to suddenly, that the Kmg could not prevent it from 
ixkm^ effect. 

This ill'fated prince uttered a cry at the sight of Blanche as 
•he fell. Pierced doepej than herself by the stab which de- 

E rived her oNlife, he aid^his utmost to afford the same relief to 
er as she had offered, though at so fatal an expense, to one who 
XDigiit have rewarded her better. But she address*ed him in these 
wo^s, while the last breath quivered on her lips : MylorjJ,your 
assiduities are fruiiless, I am the victim. Merciless fate de- 
mands me, and I resign myself to death. May the anger of 
heaven be ajmeased by the sacrifice, and the prosperity of your 
reign be connmicd. As she was w it)i ditSculty uttering these 
last words, I^ontio, drawn thither by the reverberation of her 
shrieks, came into the room ; and, thunderstruck at the dreadful 
scene before him, remained fixed to the spot w here .he stood. 
Blanche, without noticing his presence, went on addressing 
herself to the King. Farewell, prince, said she ; cherish my 
memory wHili the tenderiH^ss it deserves. My affection and my 
misfortunes entitle me at least to that. Ilarbour no aversion to 
my father ; he is innocent. Be a comfort to his remaining days i 
assuage his grief^. acknowledge his fidelity. Above all, (H>ttvince 
him of my spotless virtue. With this I charge you, before 
every other consideration. Farewell, my dear Enriquez. . . , 

1 am dying Bcceive my last sigh. 

Here herwords wrere intercepted by the approach of death. 
For some time, the King maintained a sullen silence. At length 
he said to Siffredi, whose senses seemed to be locked up in a 
mortal trance : Behold, Leontio ; feed on the contemplation of 
your own work. In Uiis tragical event, you may ruminate on 
the issue of your officious cares, and your overweening zeal for 
my service. The old man returned no answer, so deeply was 
he penetrated* by his affliction. But wherefore dwell on the 
description of circumstances, when the powers of langiiage most 
sink under the weijflit of such a catastrophe? Suffice it to si^, 
that they mutually poured forth tbeir sorrows in the most affect- 
terms, as4oon as their ^ef lulowed them to {[ire vent to its 
effusions in speech. 

Through tne whole couffe of his life, the Icing cherished a 
tender recollection of his mistress. He could not bring himself 
to marry' Constance* The infant don Pedro combined with that 
prbeess, and by their joint efforts, an obstinate attempt Wis 
made to canr the will of Roger into execution ; but they ireri 
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compelled in the end to give way to Prince Enriauez, who 
the aBcepdancy over all his enemies. As for Sinredi, the^nem** 2 
choly ho contracted from having been the cause of destruction to \ 
his dearest friends, gv'/e him a disgust to the world, and made a 
longer abode in his native country insupportable. Ho turned 
his back on Sicily for ever ; and, coming over into Spain with 
Portia, his surviving daughter, purchased this mansion. He 
lived here nearly fifteen years after the death of Blanche, and had 
the consolation, before his own death, of establishing Portia in 
the world. She married Don Jerome de Silva, and^ I am the 
only issue of that marriage. Such, pursued the^ridfow of Don 
Pedro de Pinares, is the story of my family ; a faithful recital 
of the melancholy events, represented in that picture, which was 
painted by order of my grandfather Leontio, as a record to bis \ 
posterity of the fatal adventure I have related. 

Ch. V. — The behaviour of Aurora de Guzman on her orrhal at 
Salamanca. 

Ortiz, her companions, and myself, after having heard this tale, 
withdrew togetlior from the hall, where we left Aurora, with 
Elvira. . There they lengthened out the remainder of the day in 
a mutual intercoiirse of c(nifidence. T^ey were not likely to bo 
w*eary of ear^h other : and on the following morning, when we 
took our leave, there was as much to do to part them, as if th^ 
had been two friends brought up in the closest habits of confi- 
dence and affection. 

In due time we leached Salamanca without any impediment. 
There we immediately engaged a ready-furnished house, and 
Dhme Ortiz, as it had been before agfeea, assumed the name of 
Donna Kiinena de Guzman, She had played the part of a\ 
duenna too long not to be able to shift her character according Q 
to circumstances. One morning she wont out with Aurora, a 
waiting-maid and a man-servant, and betook herself to a lodging* 
house, where we hod been informed that Pacheco most com- 
monly took up his abode. She asked if there was any lodjj^g 
to be let there. The answer was in the* affirmative ; and 
shewed her into a room in very neat condition, which she hir^ 
She paid down earnest to the landlady, telling her that it was for 
one of her nephew's who was coming from Toledo to finish his 
studies at Salamanca, and might bo expected on that very di^. 

The duenna and my mistress, after having made sure of this 
apartment, w^nt back the way they tame, and tho. lovely Aurora, 
without loss of time, metamorphosed herself into a spruce young 
spark. She concealed her black ringlets under a braid of light* 

coloured hair, the better to disguise nerself; manufactured 

her eyebrows to correspond, and dressed heiaelf up in such a 
costume, as to look for all the world as if her sex were of a piece 
with her appearance. Her deportment was free and easy $ ao 
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ytbai, ^th jjlie exception of her face* which waa somewhat more 
^delicate thin became the manly cJiaracter, there was nothing to 
} lead to a discovery of her masquerading. The waiting-woman 
who WM th officiate as page, got into hei^ paraphernalia at the 
same time;' and we had no apprehension respecting her compe- 
tent to perform her part. There was no danger of her beauty 
telling any tales ; and besides, site could put on as brazen-faced 
a swagger as the most impudent dog in tow n. After dinner, 
our two actresses, finding themselves in cue to make their first 
appearanc6|pn the stage, \iliere the scene was laid in the rea(}y- 
fumished lod^g, took me along witli them. We all three 
placed ourselves in the coach, and carried with us all the baggage 
we were likely to have occasion for. 

Jf' The lan^ady, Bcrnarda Kamirez by name, welcomed u/with 
a glut of civility, and led the way to our room, w here we began 
to make oifr arrangements with her. Wc coiududed a liargain 
for our^board by the month, which slic undertook should be 
^ suitable to our condition. Then w e asked if she had her com- 
pliment of boaxders. I have none at all at present, answered 
she. yot that there would be any want of enougli, if 1 was of 
the mind to take in all sorts of people ; hut young men of fashion 
are tlie thing for me. I exjM'ct one of that description this 
morning : he is coming hither from Mndrid to complete his edu- 
cation. Don Lew’is Pacheco! But you must have heard of him 
before now. said Aurora, I have no acrjunintance whatever 
ritb the gentleman ; and since wc are to b% inmates together, 
you will do wne a kindness by letting me a little into bis cha- 
meter. PVease your honour, replied the landlady, leering it 
Uiia outside of a man, his figure is as taking as your own ; lUst 
Ke same sort of make, and about the same size. Oh! now 
well you will do together ! By St. James, tliough I say it who 
should not say it, i shall have about me tw o of the prettiest 
young fellows in all Spain. Well, but about Don Lewis 1 for 
my mistress was in a fidget to ask the grand question. Of 

course; he is well with the ladies in your parts I Enough 

of. of love aJQTairs on his hands! Oh! do not you be 

afraid of that, rpjoined old \^y ; it is a forward sprig of 
gallantrY, take my word for it. He has but to shew liimself 
before the works, and^the citadel sends to capitulate. Among 
the number of his conquests, he lias^ot into the good graces of a 
lady, with as m^h youth and beauty as he will know what to 
do wi^ Her fiame is Isabella. Her father is an old doctor of 
laws. She is over head and ears in loye wdth him ; absolutely 
out of her wits ! Well, but do tell me now, my dear little womaiit 
Jriteihrapted Aurora, as if she was ready to burst, is he out of liia 
^vita too? He used to be very fond of her, answered Bemaidft 
[ Bamirez, before he went last to Madrid ; but whether he hoMi 
in the same mind still, I will not venture to aay ; becaose on 
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these points lie is not altogether to be trusted. He uftapt :^ 
flirt, urst with one woman, and then with another, just as id^ 
yo^oung deceivers take pleasure in doing. You are all alike I 
>nny widow (had seal \ „ 

l^efore we heard a noise in the' court. On looking out at th 
window, behold ! there appeared two young men dismoun 
from their steeds. Who should it be, but the identical 
Lewis Pacheco, just arrived from Madrid with a servant b 
hind him. The old lady brushed off to go and usher , him 
while my mistress was putting herself m order, not wiUioi 
sbme palpitation of heart, to enact l)on Felix \/9iVe best of b 
conc^tions. Without waiting for any formalities, in marcheM 
Don Lewis to our anartmont in his travelling dress. I have jm 
be^ informed, saia he, paying his respects to Aurora, that- a 
young nobleman of Toledo takes up his abode in this house. Ma^ 

I take the liberty of exnressing my joy in the circumstance, and 
hoping tliat we may be oetter acquainted? During my distress’s 
reply to this compliment, it seemed to me as if Pacheco did 
not know what to make of so smock-faced a y^ung spark. Ii£ 
deed he could not refrain from declaring a more than erdinaiy 
admiration of an air and figure so attractive. After abundance 
of discourse, with every demonstration of reciprocal good breed- 
ing. Don Lewis withdrew to the apartment provided for him. 

While he was getting his boots off, and changing his dress and 
linen, a sort of a page, on the look-out after him to deliver a letter, 
met Aurora by emmee on the staircase. Her ho mistook for Don 
Lewis. Tbinkin/he hud found the right oVner fgr this tender 
message, of whicli he was the Mercury— Softly ! piy honoured 
lord and master, said he, though I have not the honour of know- 
ing Signo;r Pacheco, there can be no occasion for asking whetb^ 
you are the man. It is impossible to be mistaken in the guci^, 
No, my friend, answered my mistress with a most happy presence 
of mind, assuredly you are not mistaken. You acquit yourself ' 
of your embassies to a marvel. I am Don Lewis racheoo. 
You may retire 1 I w ill find an opportunity of sending an an- 
sweif. The page vanished, and Aurora shutting herself up with 
her waiting-maid and mo, onened the letter, and read to us as 
follows :— ** 1 have just heara of your being at Salamanca. With 
what joy did I receive the news ! 1 thou^t 1 should have gone 
out of my senses. But do you love l£bella as well as ever? 
Lose no time in assuring heptuat you are still same. Injgo^ 

truth, she will almost expire witli pleasure wlm once die is as- 
sured of your constancy.” 

This is a mighty passionate epistle, said Aurora. Tbs heart 
that .indited it oeen ca^ht in a trap. This Isdj is a mid of J 
no mean capacity. No pains must be spared to wean Don Lewid<‘‘\^ 
.from lier> and even to prevent any future interview. QRie undnr* 
tiling is difficult, ! awnowledge, and yet there seems no reason 
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dss^ir of the result. My mistress. Ulting her own hint, fell 
[into a fit of musing ; from wliidi liaring recovered as soon as 
)She fell ii^ it, she added— I will lay a wager they are at daggers 
drawn in less tlian twenty-four hours. It %o happened that jPa- 
chcM, after a short repose in his apartment, vnme to look after 
08 in oor^ and entered once more into conversation with Aurora 
before supper. My dapper little knight, said he aith a rakish 
air, I fanc^ the poor devils of husbands and lovers will have no 
reason to hug themselves on your arrival at Salamanca. You 
will make their hearts aeli^ for them. As for myself, I tremble 
for all my Stiutf arrangements. I tell you what! answered n^ 
mistress with congenial spirit, your fears are not w^ithout thepr 
foundation. Don Felix de Mendoza is rather formidable, so tako 

g what you are about. This is not my first visit in this courftrv, 
ladies hereabouts, to my knowledge, are made of penetrable 
erials. tAbout a month ago my way happened to lie tlirough 

oity^ I halted for eight days, and you are to know 

\but you must not mention it that I set fire to the daughter 

6f an old doctog of law s. 

It was evident enough that Don Ijow is was disturbed by this 
declaration. Might one without impropriety, replied he, just 
ask the lady’s name P What do you mean by impropriety P ex* 
claimed the pretended Don Felix. Why make any secret about 
such a matter as that? Do you think me more of a Joseph than 
other young noblemen of my standing P Have a better opinion 
of my spirit. Besides, tbe ohj(»ct, betw een oiiijelves, is unworthy 
of any gn*ai reserve, she is but a little mushroom of the lower 
ranks. A man of fasliion never quarrels with his couscienop 
about such obscure gallantries, and even thinks it an honoqr 
.^nferred on a tradesman’s wife or daughter when he leaves hi^r 
Jwitliout any. I shall therefore acquaint you in plain t<‘rms, that 
/the name of the doctor’s daughter is Isabella. And tbe doctor 

himself, interrupted Pa<‘heco impatiently .he possibly may 

be Signor Murcia de la Liana r Precisely so, replied my mis- 
tress. Here is a letter sent me just now. Iteau it, ana then 
you will see how deeply your humble servant has dipped into h^r 
good gnuses. Don Lewis just cast his eye upon the note, and 
recogmsing the handwriting, was struck dumb with astonishment 
and vexation. What is iTie matter? cried Aurora, with an air 
of surprise, keeping up the spirit of her assumed character. You 
change colour ! God forgive me, btt( you are a party concemed 
in this young Inay. Ah! ij^ague tides my o£Beious tongue t<^ 
haring opened my aflTairs to you with so much frankness. 

I am very much obliged totyou for it for my own Mfi, said 
Don liewts, in a transport made up of spite and ra^* Traitrcii I 
Uilt I My dear Don Felix, how shall t ever requite yon I Tep 
We restored me to my senses when they were just (m the wjlag 
faiut eternal flight. 1 was tieklii^ myself into afoed s pptfidiio 
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of credulous lore. But lore is too com a term to express ii)|^ 
extraragances. I fancied myself adored by Isabella. The creil 
ture had wormed herself into my heart by feigning to gire me 
her own. But norrl know her clearly for a coquet, and as such 
despise her as she deserres. Your reelings on the occasion do 
you infinite credit, said Aurora, testifying a friendly sympathy 
m his resentment, A plodding pettifogger’s worthless brood 
might have gorged to surfeit on the love of a young noblemau 
so captivating as yourself. Her fickleness is inexcusable. So 
from taking her sacrifice of yoi#in good pa^i;t. is ray deter- 
raination to punish her by tlic keenest contempt, As for me, 
rejoined Pacheco, I shall never set eyes on her again ; and il 
tli^ is not revenge, the devil is in it. You are in the right, 
clmhied our masquerading Mendoza. At the same time, iluB 
she may fully understand how ineffably wc both disdain her, 1 
vote for sitting down, each of us, and writing her a shreastic farel 
well. They shall bo enclosed in one cover, and serve as an 
answer to her own letter. But do not let us proceed to this ex- 
tremity till you have examined your heart ; iC^may bq you will 
repent hereafter of having broken off with Isabella. jNo, no, 
interrupted Don Lewis, I am not such a fool as that comes to ; 
let it be a bargain, and wc will mortify the ungrateful wretch as 
you propose. 

I immediately sent for pen, ink, and paper, when they sat 
themselves down at opposite corners of the table, and drew up a 
most tender bill of indictment against Doctor Murcia de la Liana’s 
daughter. Pacheco, in particular, was at a loss ’'for language 
foremie enough to convey his sentiments in all their acrimony ; 
away went exordium after exordium, to the tearing and maimir^ 
of five or six fair sheets, before the words looked crooked enouA 
to please his jealous eyes. At length, however, he produced 04 
epistle which came up with bis most tragical conceptions. It ran 
thus— “ 8 elf-knowleago is a leading branch of wisdom, my little 
philosopher. As a candidate for a professor’s chair, lay aside the 
vanity of fancying yourself amiable. It requires merit of a far 
different compass to fix my affections. You have not enough of 
the woman shout you to afford me even a temporary amusement. 
Yet do not despair, you have a sphere of your own, the beggarly 
servitors in our university have a keen a’| petite, but no verrdis* 
tinguiahing palate.” So ipuch for this elegant epistle ! When 
had finished hers; which rang the anges on similar 
she sealed them, wrapped them up together, and giving 
topics, Snacket— There, Gil Bias, smd she, take care that comes 
me the hands this very evening. You eomprehend met . 
to Isabella^l^ a glance from the comer of her which aA: 
added she, witmbtful construction. Yes, my lord, answmd 1, ' 
mitted of no di shall be executed to a tittle, 
your oommaime in taking my departure,* no sooner in theatreet 
I lost n 
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l^n I Viii to myself— So ho! Master Gil Bios, your ptrt then 
% that of ^he intriguing footman in this comedy. Well ! so be 
liti my frieifd ! shew that you have wit and sense enough to top 
lit over the favourite actor of the day. SSgifcr Don Felix thi^s 
[a wink as good as a nod. A high compliment to the quickness 
of your apprehension ! Is he then in an error P No. His hint 
is as clear as daylight. Don Lewis's letter is to drop its com* 
panion by the w^ay. A lucid exposition of a dark liieroglyphic, 
enough to shame the dulness of the commentators. The sacred* 
ness of a seal ^uld neverastsnd against this bright discovery. 
Out came the single letter of Pacheco, and away went I to hunt 
after Doctor Murcia’s abode. At the very threshold, whom 
^ould I meet but the little page who had been at our lodging, 
^^mrade, said I, do not you happen to live with the great Aw* 
Iyer’s daughter P His answer was in the allirniativo. I see oy 
^our countenance, resumed T, that you know the ways of the 
world. May I beg the favour of you to slip this little momo- 
i^dum into your mistress ‘s hand P 
The little paj^* asked me on u hose behalf I was a messenger* 
The name of Don Lewis I’aeheco Jiad no sooner (‘8CH))ed rny bps, 
than he told me — Since that is the case, follow me. 1 have orders 
to shew you up. I8ub(*lla wants to confer itli you. I was intro* 
duced at once into a pri valeapartnient, when* it was not long before 
the lady herself made lier appearance. The beauty of her face 
was inexpressibly striking; J do not recollect to have seen more 
lovely features. ll#»r manner was somewliat mincing and infan- 
tine, yet for &ll that it had been tJiirty good years at least since 
she hi^ mevTlcd an<l puked in her nurse s arms. My friend, said 
^ with an encouraging smile, are you on Don Lewis Pacheco's 
j^bliohmentP I told her 1 had been in olliee fur these three 
weeks. With this J fired off’ my paper popgun against her peace. 
'She wad it over two or three times, but if slie Iiad rubbed her 
^yes till doomsday she would have seen no clearer. Jn point of 
fact, nothing could be more unexiM*eted than so cavalier an an- 
swer. Up went her eyes towards tne heavens, app<*aling to their 
rival luminarief. The ivory* fences of her pretty mouth com- 
mitted alternate trespass on her soft and suffering lips ; and her 
whole physiognomy bore witness to the pangs of her distressed 
snd ^sappointed hearti Then coming to herself a little, and re- 
covering her speech— My friend, si^d she, has Don Lewis taken 
Icava of his sensei F Tell me^if youean, his motive for so heroic 


* Sbeold this pbraso appear far-fetebed in the penon of Gil Bias, it 

may be recollected, that thouffh uot much or a student himiHilf, he had 
iy^ted OR students ; and might have sucked in, while standing behind 
fwrir ebtixs, along with ** fates and deatinies, and aucb odd sayings, the 
•isten three, and aucb branchea of leaning,^ that exquiaitely characteriitie 
Greek metaphor— a hedge of teeth/* TnAirtt.AToa* 
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an epistle. If he is tired of me, well aiid good, but he ihight^ 
have taken his leave like a gentleman. ( 

Madam, said I, my^^nu^ter most assuredly has not acted as 1 
should hare acted in his place. But he has in some sort been 
c(ftn^lled to do as be has done. If you would give me your 
word to keep the secret, I could unravel the whole mystery. 
You have it at once, interrupted she with eagerness ; depend on 
it you shall be brought into no scrape by me, therefore explain 
yourself without reserve. Well theji! replied I, the fact is. 
without paraphrase, circumlocution, loss of time, or nlirplexitv of 
understanding, as 1 shall distinctly state in two snort words— 
Not half a minute after the receipt of your letter, there came 
into our house a lady, under a veil as impenetrable as her pun-^ 
pose was dark. She enquired for Signor Pacheco, and talked » 
with him in private for some time. At the close of the conver- 
sation, I overheard her saying— You swear to me never to see 
her more ; but we must not stop there, to set my heart completely 
at rest you must instantly ^Tite her a farewell letter of my dic- 
tating. You know my terms. Don Lewis did Ss she desired, 
then giving the result into my custody — Acquaint yourself, said 
he, where Doctor Murcia de la Liana lives, and contrive to ad- 
minister this love potion to his daughter Isabella. 

You see plainly, madam, pursued I, that this uncivil epistle is 
a rivars handiwork, and that consequently my master is not so 
much to blame as he appears. Oh heaven ! exclaimed she, he is 
more so than I was aware of. His words might have been the 
error of his hand, but his infidelity is the o&nce of his heart. 

Faithless roan 1 Now he is held bv other ties ! j^ut, added 

she, assuming an air of disdain, let him devote himself uncon* ^ 
strained to his new passion ; I shall never cross him. Tell him, 
however, that he ne^ not have insulted me. I should have left 
the course open to my rival, without his warning me fromtiie 
field : for so fickle a lover has not soul enough about him to pay 
for the degradation of soliciting his return, w ith this sentiment 
she gave me my dismissal, and retired in a whirlwmd of passion 
against Don Lewis. 

My exit was conducted entirely to my own satisfaction, for I 
conceived that with due cultivation of my t^ent I might in time 
become a consummate hypocrite atfd most 'successfai cheat. I 
returned home on the strength of it, where I fopid mv worthy 
misters, Mendoaa and Pach^, supping togetheV, ana rattling 
away as if thev had been playfellows from their cr^les. Aurora 
aaw at once, by iny self^sufficieiit air, that her commissieii had 
not been neglected in my hands. Here you are again th^ OH 
Bias, said she, mve us an account of your embassy. Wit and ' 
invention was au I had to trust to, so I told them I iiad delivered 
the packet into IsabcUa'a own hands; who, after having glanced 
ever the contents of the two letters, so fiur from seeming diaecm- 
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RjAed, bmitt into a fit of laughter, as if she had been mad, and 
Md*-T]V^ my word, our youn^ men of fashion write in a pretty 
style. It Eittst be owned they are much mcye entertaining than 
scribes of plebeian rank. It was a very good way of getting ont* 
of the scrs^, exclaimed my mistress, she must be an arrant co* 
qnette. Eot my part, said Don Lewis. I cannot trace a feature 
of Isabella in tliis conduct. Her character must have been com- 
pletely metamo^hosed in my absence. She struck me too in a 
very different light, replied Aurora. It must lye alloa*ed some 
women can a&sume all modes and fashions at will. I was once i4 
love with one of tliat description, and a hno dance she led me. 
Gil Bias can tell you the whole story ! She had an air of pro* 

I ' Wty about her which might have imposed upon n whole syjio^l 
w old maids. It is true, said I, putting in my oar ; it was a 
^faoe to pla}^ the devil with a sworn bachelor, 1 could scarcely 
I have bee\^ proof against it myself. 

t The personated Mendoza and Pacheco shouted with laughter 
I at my manner o^ expressing myself ; the one for the false witness 
' I bore i^inst a culprit of my own creation ; the other laughed 
simply at the phrase in which my anathema was couched. We 
went on talking about the versatility of women, and the verdict, 
after hearing the evidence, all on one side, was given against Isa- 
bella. A convicted co<juotte I and senU»n(*e passed on her accord- 
ingly. Don Lewis made a fresh vow never to see her more, and 
Don Felix, after his example, swore to hold her in eternal abhor- 
rence. By dyit of the^e mutual protestations a sort of friendship 
Was etablishgd on the spur of the occasion, and they promised on 
both sides to keep no secrets from each other. The time after 
^pper passed in ingratiating intercourse, and the time seemed 
JCort till they retired to their separate apartments. I followed 
Jauroni to hers, w^here I gave her a faithful account of my con- 
versation with the Doctor’s daughter, not forgetting the most 
trivial circumstance. She had much ado to help kissing me for 
loy. My dear Oil Bias, said she, I am lelighted wdth your 
spirit, ylhen one has the misfortune to be engaged in a passion 
not to be gratified but by stratagems, what an advantage is it to 
secure on the right side a lad of so enterprising a genius as your- 
self. Courage, my friend, we have thrown a rival into the back 
ground, whoso presenl!b in the seen# might have marred our 
comedy. So far, d\ is well. But as lovers are subject to strange 
yanaries, it seem/ to me that We musf make short work of it, and 
bnng Aurora de Guzman on the stage to morrow. The idea met 
with my entire approbation i qo leavin^*Signor Don Felix with 
^is page, 1 withdrew to bed in an adjoining closet. 

Cit. Yl,^Awr9ra*t devica to ioewro Dw Lowio Paoktedo ojfoctum , ' 

Twn two new friends met ss soon os they came down in the 
morning. IW ceremonies of the day began with reeipioad 
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embraces, about winch it was impossible for Aurora to 
squeamish, for then Don Felix must have dropped the mask 
togetW. They wen| out and walked about town arm in 
attended by Chilindron, Don Lewis's footman, and myself. /Wo 
loitered about the gates of the university, looking at some/jpost- 
ing bills and advertisements of new publications. There were a 
good many people amusing themselves, like us, with readixigover 
wie contents or these i>lacard8. Among the rest my eye was 
caught by a little fellow, who was giving his opinion very learn- 
edly on the works exposed to sale. I^obscrved Uhn ^o be heard 
witn profound attention, and could not help remarking how 
amply he deserved it in his own opinion. He was evidently a 
complete coxcomb, of an arrogant and dictatorial stamp, tl^ 
common curse of your gentry under size. This new tran^tion 
of Horace, said he, annonneed liere to the public in letters of a 
yard long, is a prose work, executed by an old college^author. 
The students have taken a great fancy to the book ; so as to 
carry off four editions. But not a copy has been J)ought by any 
man of taste ! His criticisms were scarcely more'candkl on any 
of the other books ; he mauled them every one without mercy. 

It was easy enough to see he was an author ! X should not have 
been sorry to have staid out his haraugut*, but Don Lewis and 
Don Felix were not to bo left in the lureh. Now they took as 
little pleasure in this gentleman’s remarks as they felt interest in 
the books which he was Sealigerising, so that they took a quiet 
leave of him and the university. , 

We returned home at dinner-time. My mistress down at 
table witli Pacheco, and dexterously turned the conversation on 
her private concerns. My father, said slie, is a younger brancL^ 
of the Mendoza family, settled at Toledo, and my mother is own\ 
sister to Donna Kimona de Guzman, who came to Salamanca ' 
some days ago on an affair of business, with her niece Aurora, 
only daughter of Don Vincent de Guzman, whom possibly you 
might be acquainted witli. No, answered Don Lewis, but 1 have 
ofUm heard of him, as well as of your cousin Aurora. Is it true 
what they say of her ? Her wit and beauty are reported to be 
unrivalled. As for wit, replied Don Felix, she certainly is not 
w'anting, for she has taken great pains to cultivate her mind. 
But her beauty is by no moans to be boast'i^d of ; indeed we are 
thought to be very much alike.. If that is the case, exclaimed 
Pacheco, she cannot be behindhand with bar rep^^ibn. Your 
features are regular, your complexion almost too fine for a man ; 
your cousin must be an absobite enchantress. I should like to 
see and converse with her. That ^ou shall, if I have any in- 
terest in the family, and this very day too, replied the little Pro- 
tens of a Mendoza. We wUl go ana see mv aimt after dinner. 

My mistress took the iirst opportunity of changing the topiCf 
and conversing on indifferent subjects. In the afternoon, wi^ 
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PtHie Hwo friends were getting? ready to go and call on Donna Ki- 
^ mena, I played tho scout, and ran before to prepare the duenna 
for her fisitora. But there was no time be lost on my return, 
for Don Felix was wsaiting for me to attend Don Lewis and him 
on their way to his aunt s. No sooner had they stepjwd over 
the threshold thau they were encountered by the adroit old lady, 
making signs to them to walk a« softly as possible. Hush ! 
hush! said slie in a low voice, vou will waken my niece. Ever 
since yesterday, she has had a dreadful lieadache, but is just now 
a little betfer^fc and the pc vu* girl has been taking a little sItA'p 
for the last quarter of an liour. 1 am sorry A»r tills unlueky ac- 
cident, said Mendoza, 1 w'as in ho}M‘s we should have Ht‘en my 
^ouain. Besides, 1 meant to have introduced iny iVii'iid Ihickeco. 
inhere is no such great hurry on that aenuiut, aus^^<*red Ortiz 
with a sigpilh^ant smile, ami if that is all, vou mav defer it till 
to-morrow. Tlie geiitleimm did not trouhle the old lady with a 
long visit, but took their leave us soon as they decenfly could. 

Don Lewis took us to see a young geullemnn of his nccjuaint- 
ance, by nani? Dun (laliriel de IVdros. There ue staid the re- 
mainder of the (lay, and took our su)>pers. About two (»'eloek 
in the morning we sallied forth on (Uir return home. \Ve had 
got about lialf-way, when we stuiubhal against soniething on the 
ground, and discovered two men slr(‘teljed at tludr huigtli in tho 
street. We eoiielud(‘il they had falhui under the knife of the 
as.sa8sin, and stopped to assist them, if yc’l within reach of as- 
sistance. ^8 we Sere l(K>knig about t<) inrorm ourHelv(‘s of their 
condition, js nearly as th<‘ darkness of tin* night would allow', the 
i^atrole came up. llic (dlicer took us at iirst for the murderers, and 
jwdered bis people to surround us ; hut iu* meiid(Ml his ojiinioii of 
^8 on the sound of our voices, and by favour of a dark lantern 
hold up to the faces of Memioza and Jhiehcuv). His inyrmidoMH, 
by his direction, examined the two men, whom onr fancies had 
painted as in the agonies of death, but it turned out to b(* a fat 
licentiate with his servant, both of lliern overtaken in tlndreups, 
and not dead, but dead drunk. Gentleimm, (‘Xelairned one of the 
posse, this jolly fellow is an nequaintanec of mine, Wiiul ! do 
you not know Signor Guyomerthe licentiate, head of our uni- 
versity? With all his iinperfedioiis he is a gn‘at charaeter, a 
man of superior genitik. }le is as staneli as a hound at a philo- 
sophical dispute^nd liis words flow like a gutUT after a hail- 
Stprm. Ho ha^ut three fcfibles ih which he indulges : inf-oxi- 
cation, litigation, and fornication. He is now returning from 
supper at ms Isabella’s, whence, the more is the pity, the dnink 
was leading the drunk, and they both fell into the tcnnel. Be- 
fore the go^ licentiate came to the headship this happened con- 
[tmualir. Though manners make the man, honours, you per- 
.oeive, do not always mend the manners. We left these druniuurds 
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in custody of tUc pa role, who carried them safe home, and ba* 
took ourselves to our lodging and our beds. 

Don Felix and Dom Lewis were stirring about mid*day. Au* 
rgra de Guzman was the first topic of their conversation. Oil 
Bias, said my mistress to me, run to my aunt, Donna Kimena, 
and ask if there is any admission for Signor Pacheco and me to- 
day, we want to see my cousin. Off I went to acquit myself of 
this commission, or rather to concert the plan of the campaign 

S *'h the duenna. We had no soonei^laid our heads together to 
purpose intended, than I was once more at the etbow of the 
false Mendoza. Sir, (juoth I, your cousin Aurora has got about 
wonderfully. She enjoined me from her own lips to acquaint 
you?, that your visit could not he otherwise than highly accepj-^ . 
able, and Donna Kimena desired me to assure Signor Pacheco,' 
that any friend of yours would always meet with an Jiospitable , 
recejption. . . 

These last words evidently tickled Don Lewie’s fancy. My / 
mistress saw that the bait was swallowed, and prepared herself / 
to haul the prey to shore. Just before dinner, a servant made ] 
his appearance from Signora Kimena, and said to Don Felix— { 
My lord, a man from Toledo has been enciuiring after you, and | 
has left this note at your aunt’s house. The pretended Mendoza • 
opened it, and read the contents aloud to the following effect— 

** If your father and family still live in your reraembranoe, and 
you wish to hear of their concerns, do not fail, on the receipt of 
this, to call at the Black Horse, near the university.*,* I am too 
much interested, said he, in these proficred commriipations, not 
to satisfy my curiosity at once. Without ceremony, Pacheco, 
you must excuse me for the present ; if I am not back agaiin 
nere within two hours, you may find your way Ijy yourself to 
my aunt’s ; I will join the party m the evening. You recollect 
Oil Bias' message from Donna Kimena, the visit is no more than 
what will bo expected from you. After having thrown out uiis 
hint, he left the room, and ordered me to follow him. 

It can scarcely be necessary to miprize the reader, that instead 
of marching down to the Black Horse, we filed off to our other 


01 marctimg uowu to me i^iacit Horse, we filed off to our other 
quarters. The moment that we got within doors, Aurora tore 
off her artificial hair, washed the charcoal from her eyebrows, 
resumed her female attire, and shone in aK hf;r natural charms, 
a lovely dark-complexioned girl. So complete ^mdeed had been 
her disguise that Aurora and Don Felix conld\ever have been 
susj^cM of identity. The lady seenfed to have the advantage 
of me gentleman even in stature, tlrnnks to a good Ugh pur of 
heels, to which she was not a UtUe indebted, it was her first 
business to heighten her personal graces with all the embelHsh- 
menta of art ; wer which she looked out for Don Lewis, in a 
state of mg on mu.componnded of fear and of hope. One 
instant she ^ in her wit and beauty ; the next she 
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^kiticipated the failnre of her attempt. Ortk, on her part, get 
Iher belt foot foremost, and was determined to play up to my 
mistress. As for me, Pacheco was not t% see my knave's face 
till the last act of the farce, for which the ^reat aoto^ are always 
reserved, to unravel the intricacy of the plot ; so 1 went out im* 
mediately after dinner. 

In short, the pjippet-show was all adjusted apninst Don 
lewis's arrival. He experienced a very pracious reception from 
ne eld ladv, in amends (pr wliose fedionsness he was blessi^ 
■pth two dr three hours of Atirora’s delij^litfnl conversation. 
Vhpn they had been together long enougli, in popped I, with a 
ttflfSage to the enamoured spark. My lord, my master Don 
Mix begs you ten thousand pardons, hut he eaunot hav»Mie 
Sfcaaure of waiting on you liere this evening. He is with three 
raen of To^do, from whom he cannot piissibly get away. Oh ! 
■the wicl^d little rogue, exclaimeti Donna Kimena ; as sure as a 
“gun then he is going to make a niglit of it. No, madam, njilied 
1 , they are deeply engaged in very serious business. He is 
really distressca that he ennnot pay his respi'cts, and eommii- 
lioned me to say everything prop(*rto your hwiyship and Donna 
\urors. Oh ! 1 will have none of his excuses, ]>out(‘d out my 
nistress, he knows very well that I have been indis{)OBed, and 
night show some slight degree of feeling for so near a relation, 
Asa punishment, he shall not come near me for this fortnight. 
Nay, madam, interposed Don Iv('wis, sncli a si'nfcru’c is too le* 
vere. Don J>lix’8*fate is but too pitiable, in having been de* 
prived of y<mr society lliis evening. 

They bandied about their tine siicecbes on tliese little tojiicsof 
fi|||uitiT for some time, and then J^ieheeo withdrew. The 
jprely Aurora metamorphosed herself in a twinkling, and re- 
lum^ her swashing outside. The grass did not grow \mder her 
^feetwhile she was running to the other lodging. 1 have a million 
of apologies to make, my dear friend, said she to Don J/‘w is, for 
not giving you the meeting at my aunt’s ; hut Ukto was no 
getting rid of the tiresome people I was with. However, there 
M one comfort', you have had so much tlie more leisure to look 
about you, and criticise my cousin’s beauty. Well ! and how do 
you like herP She is a most lovely creature, answered Pacheco. 
You were in the right? to claim a^ resemblance to her. I never 
saw more eorrespg^ent features ; tfa^ ve^ same cast of A>unte- 
nance, the eyes e^tly alike, thh mouth evidently a family feature, 
and the tone of voice scarcely to be distinguisbM. The likeness, 
however, goes no further, for Aurora is mller than yon, she is 
brown am you are fair, you are a jolly fellow, she has alittie touch 
^ the demure; so that you are not altogether the male and 
miiiale Sotias. As for good sense, continued be, if an angel ftom 
henven were to whisper wisdom in one ear, and your cousin hmt 
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mortal cliit*chat ic the other, 1 am afraid the angel niight 
for an audience. In a word, Aurora i» aH-accomnlighedr W 
Signor Pacheco uttered these last words with so earnest an 1 
eepression, j^at Don Felix said with a smile— Mv friendi I adrise^ / ^ ^ 
you to stay away from Donna Kimena’s, it will oe more for yomw 
peace of mind. Aurora de Guzman may set your wits a wanderf J ^ 

mg, and inspire a passion fc 

1 have no need of seeing her again, interrupted he, to becomT ®y® 
distractedly enamoured of her. 1 a|i sorry for you, replied tn^ 
pretended Mendoza, for you are not a man to be siricfcsly caugh^ neara 
and my cousin is not to be made a fool of, take my word for 
She M'oiild never encourage a lover whose designs were ® 

wis&than honourable. Otherwise than honourable I retorted^ 

Don Lewis ; wlu) could have the audacity to form such on a la^ j 
of her rank arul characlcr? As for me, I should esteem myself 
the happiest of mankind, could slie be prevailed on to farour my 
addresstJH, and link her fate with mine. 


Since those are your sentiments, rcjoiiuK^ Don Felix, you may j 
command my services. V'(‘s, I will go heart an3 hand with you | 
in the busiiu'ss. All my intere.st in Aurora sliall be yours ; and ' 
by to-morrow morning I will commence an attack on my aunt 
whose good word has more intluence than you may thioK. Pa- 
checo returned his thaiiLs with the best air possible to this young 1 
go-bctw'een, and we w ere all agog at the promising appearance 
of»our stratagem. On the following day we found the means ol 
heightening the dramatic effect by ciitanglifig the^ ]^ot a little^ 
more. My mistress, afUT having w aited on Donn^tomena, as 
if to speak a good word in favour of the suitor, came back with 
the result of the i.Ucrvic'w. I have spoken to my aunt, said ah'* J 
but it was as much us I couhl do to make her hear your prondSa f 
with patience. She was primed and loaded against you. Some’ 
good-natured fritmd in the dark has painted you out for a repro- 
bate ; hut 1 took your ])art with some little quickness, an8 at 
length suceeeded in vindicating your moral character from the 
attack it had Bustauiod. 

This is not all, continued Aurora. You had better enter oa 


the subject w ith my aunt in my presence, we shall be able to 
make something of her between us. Pacheco was all impatience 
^insinuate h'miself into the ^jSod graces Of Donna Kimenaf nor 
/was ttt opportunity defeij»a beyond the next morning. Onr 
amphibious Mendoza escorted him into the presence <n Dmne 
OrtuE, Vhere suck a conversation passed between the trio as put 
fire and tow to the combustible |teart of Don Lewis. Kimena, i 
a veteran performer, took the cue of sympathy at every ffpresj 
sioa of tenderness, and promised the enamoured youth t&t 
should not be her fault it his plea with her niece was urged in * 
vain. Pacheco threw himself at the feet of so good an aunt, and 
ihiudted her for all her favours. In this sta^ the bunness 
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boil IMui IMiced if his cousin was up. No« replied Che Buenna, 
riio iai atill in bed, and is not likely to be down stairs while you 
stav ; iW call again after dinner, and you fliall have a t(lte*h-t^ie 
wim Ipr to your heart's content. It is easy to imagine tliat so 
fsominl on a proposal from the dragon which a^as to guard tl& 
inaeecpibie treasure, produced its full complement of joy in the 
heart |f Bon Lewis. The retnaindcr of the long morning had 
notlMt to do but to be sworn at ! He went back to his own 
Io^i% with Mendoza, w^io w an not u little enraptured to ok 
serve* ^^ith* the scrutinising eye of a niistrcBs under the disguise 
6f a friend, aU the symptoms of an incurable amorous iufinmiy. 

l%eir tongues ran on no cartlily subieci but Aurora. When 
imfhsd doae dinner, Don Felix Bniu to Pnelieeo— A thqugbt 


just struck me. It w'ould not lie amiss for me to go V> my 
aunib a few minutes before you : 1 u ill get to speak to my cousin 
in nrivate, and pry, if it bo possible, into every fidd and winding 
of W heart, as far os your interests are eoneerned. Bon Lewis 
ijustdimied u^wiih tins i(l(»a, so that, lie snflered his friend to set 

f dlSit, andaid not follow him till an hour afterwards. My 
rose availed herself so diligently of the interval, that she was 
ted out as a lady from heel to ]>oini before the orrival of her 

r. I beg pardon said the |joor abused inamorato, after 

iim paid his compliment h to Aurora and the Buenna.. «•«. 
of it for granted Don Felix would be here. YouydUl^ 
in a few^ si^conds, answered Bonna Kinu nn. he is writ^ in 
olo8et.i Pacheco was easily put ofl’w ilb tlie cxeiise, and lound 
time pass eheerfully in conversation u it li the ladies. And 
ytpt, notwithstanding the presence of nil his S(»ul held ilcar, it 
^Hamed very strange that hour after hour glided away but no 
flbndoaa stepped forth from the closet i He could not help ro* 
^narking, |hat the gentleman’s eorrespondenee must bo unusually 
yj>}umuiom, when Aurora's features all at one'' assumed the 
bv^er contour of a laugli, with a delightrully provoking ques- 
to Don Lewis—Is it possible tliat love euri be so blind as not 
to detect the glaring inijwhition by which it has been deluded? 
Hm my real self made so faint an impression on your seniei, 
tint a flaxen peruke and a p<‘nciiied eyebrow could carry the 
&rce to such a height as this P But the inawjuerade is over now, 
I^hoeo, oontiniva'^she, resuming an air of gravity j you arc to 
Uiiu that l)oi^ 4 lix de Mendoza •and Aurora do Guzman are but 
0n0 and 4e me person. » * . , , . 

It" waa not enough to discover to him all the ij^vings and 
CoitMvancea by which he had been duped ; she confessed the 
motives of tender, partialit;^ that led her to the attempt, and do* 
tiiW the progress of the plot to the windiof up of the (MM* 
tionhe. Bon Lewis scarcely anew whether to be most astonished 


or delight^ at tilie recital ,* at my mistress's feet he thus utteiod 
tram^orts of his fond appIatise*-*Ah ! lovely Auroiii eatt 1 
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believe myself indeed the happy mortal on whom your raronrt^ 
have been so lavished P What can I do to make you amends foqi^ 
them? My affection^ were this life etemah coiud scarcely pay 
the price. These pretty speeches were followed by a thousand 
odiers of the same quality and texture ; after which the lovers 
descended a little nearer to common sense, and began planning 
the rational and human means of arriving at the accomplishment 
of their wiahes. It was resolved that we should set out without 
loss of time for Madrid, where marri^e waa to drop the curtain 
onithe last act of our comedy. This purpose was exedbted in the 
spirit of impatience which conceived it; so that Don Lewis was 
united to my mistn'ss in a fortnight, and tlie nuptial ceremonies . 
wert^ graced with the usual accompaniments of music, feasting^^ 
balls, ^hnd njoicings, without either end or respite. * \ 


Ch. VII. — Gil Bias leaves his place and goes into the service gf Don : 

Gonzales Pacheco. ^ . 

Threb weeks after marriage, mistress bethoijght herself of ? 
rewarding the services I had rendered her. She made meia pre* l 
sent of a hundred pistoles, telling me at the same time — Gil Bias, i 
my good follow, it is not that 1 mean to turn you away, for you ^ 
have mv free leave to stay here as long as you please ; but mjt 
husband 1ms an uncle, Don Gonzales Paelieco, who wants you* 
very much f^r a valet -do-chamhre. I have given you so excel- 
lent a character, that he would let me have no pt*ace till 1 con- 
sented to part witli you. He is a very wortW old nq|)leinau, so 
that you \\iil be (juito in your element in his iainily. ^ 

I tnnnked Aurora for all her kindness : and, as my occupation 
was over about her, I so much the more readily accepted the post ^ 
that oflerod, as it was merely a transfer from one branch of thi 
Pachecos to another. One morning, therefore, I ci^ed ou the 
illustrious Don Cb)nzalos with a message from the tride. He 
ought at least to have overslept himself, for he was in bed at nett 
noon, \\ hen I went into his chamber, a page had just brought 
him a basin of soup which he was taking. The dotard cherished 
his whiskers, or rather tortured them with curling-papers; though 
his eyes were sunk in their sockets, his complexion pale, and his 
visage emaciated. This was one of those old codgers who have 
been a little whimsical or so in their youth^and have made poor 
amends for their freedoms W«the discretion of *^ir riper ime. 
His reception of me was afi%le enough, with an^muraace that 
if my att^hment to him kept pace with my fidelity to his uieee, 
my condition should not .be worse than that of my fellowa. I 
promised to place him in my late Austrees's shoe^ and beeame 
the working parkier in a new fini. 

A new firm it undoubtedly was, and h^ven knows we had a 
strange head of the house. The resurrection of Lawns was an 
ordinary event compared to his getting up. Imagine to yourself 
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%\o^ bag of ^Iry bones, a mere skeleton, a dissection, an ana* 
^tdiny of a man ; a study in osteology 1 As for the legs, three or 
[four pair of stockings one over the other, had no room to make 
ai^ figure upon them. In addition to the foregoing, this mummy 
Wore death was asthmatic, and therefore obliged to diridc the 
little breath he had tetween his cough and his loquacity. Ho 
bimkfasted on chocolate. On the strength of that refreshment, 
ho ventured to call for pen, ink. and paper, and to write a short 
note, which he sealed and sent to its address by the page who 
had administered the bijpth. But this henceforth will be your 
office, my good lad, said lie, as he turned his haggard eyes upon 
me ; all my little concerns will bo in your hands, and esjiccially 
those in which Donna Euphrasia takes an interest. Thai lady is 
an enchanting young creature, with whom 1 am dislractej^ly in 
' lore, and by whom, though I say it who should not say il», lam 
met with«ail the mutual ardour of in xiinguisliable and unutter- 
able pi|/i8ion. 

Heaven defend us ! thought I within myself : g(.K>d now" ! if 
this old antiilete to rapture can fancy himself an objwt on wdiieh 
the fair shoula waste* their sweets, is it any wonder that among 
our young folks each fancies himself the Adonis, forwlu»m every 
Venus pines F Gil Bias, pursued ho with a chuckle, this very 
day will I take you to this abode of pleasure ; it is iny house of 
call almost every evening for n hit ol supper. You w ill he quite 
petrified at her nunlest np])enranee, and the rigid proi)riety of 
her behaviour. Far from taking after those little wanton vag- 
rants, whp are liey-go mad after striplings, and give themselves 
up to the/aseinations of exterior apjienranee, she has u proper 
insiaht into things, staid, ripe, and jndieious ; what she wants is 
^thecK>n& fide spirit and discretion of a man; a lover who has 
served an ajuirentieeship to his trade, in preference to all the 
flashy fellows of the mmlern sclmol. This is hut an epitome of 
the panefj^rie, which tin* noble dupe Don Gonzales pronounced 
upon his mistress. He hunlened himself with tne task of 
Proving her a compendium of all human perfection ; hut the 
lecture was little caleuluted for the conviction of the liearer. I 


bad attended an exp<*rimental (*oursc among the uctresH(*H ; and 
had always found tliatlhe clderiy candidates had been plucked 
in their amours. Yet as a matter of courtesy, it was impossible 
not to put on tbs semblance of giving implicit credit to my mas- 
ters veracity -‘I even added chivalry to courtesy, and threw 
down my gitye on Euplirasia's pehetration and the correctness 
of her taste. My impudence went the length of asserting, that 
it was impossible for her to have selected a letter-provided crony. 

grown-up simpleton wis not aware, that I was fumigating 
hit nostrils at the exipense of bis addled brain ; on the contranr 
be bristled at my pn^ s so true is it, that a flatterer may play 
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what game ho likes against the pigeons of high life ! Th^ let ^ 
you look over their hand, and then wonder that you beat them* 

The old crawler, having scribbled through his billet doux, 
restrained the luxuriawce or a straggling hair or two with his 
ttweezcrs ; then bathed liis eyes in the nostrum of some perfumer 
to give them a brilliancy which their natural gum would have 
eclipsed. Ilis ears were to bo picked and washed, and his hands 
to be cleansed from the cffecU of his other ablutions ; and the 
labours of the toilette were to be closed, by pencilling every 
remaining hair in the disforested domai|i of his whiskey, pericra- 
niuin, and eyebrows. No old dowager, with a pift^e to buy a 
second husband, ever took more pains to assure herself by the 
cultivation of her eliarms, that the ])er8on and not the fortune 
should bo the object of attraction. The assassin stab of time ^ 
was parried by the (jiiart and tieree of art. Just as lie had done 
making himself up, m came another old fogram of his acquaint- 
ance, by name the Count of Asuinar. This genius in*»de no 
secret of his grey locks ; leant upon a stick, and seemed to plume 
himself on his venerable instead of wishing to^|ippear m the 
hcy<luy of his prime. Signor Pai’liCeo, said ho as he came in, 

I am eomc to take pot-luck with you to-day. You are always 
welcome, count, rejoined my nia>ter. No sooner said than done ! 
they embraced with a thousand griinaees, took their seats oppo- 
site to one another, and began chatting till dinner was served. 

Their conversation turned at first upon a bull-feast which had 
taken place a few days before. They talked about the cavaliers, 
and who among them had displayed nn»st dexte rity and vigour ; 
whereupon the old count, like another Nestor, whom present 
events furnish with a topic of expatiating on the past, said with a 
deep-drawn sigh : Alas! where will you meet witli men now-a- 
days, fit to hold a candh' to my eontemporarics P The public 
diversions are a mere bauble, to what they were when I was a 
young man. 1 could not help ehu(*kling m my sleeve at my good 
lord of Asumar a whim ; for lie did not stop at the handyw'ork 
of human invention. Would you believe itP At table, when 
the fruit was brought in, at the sight of some very fine peaches, 
this ungrateful eonsumor of the earth’s produce exclaimed : In 
my time, the peaches wore of a much larger size than they are 
now ; but nature sinks lower and lower from day to day. If 
that is the case, said Don Gonzales with alnear, Adam’s hot- 
house fruit must have been of a most u n wieldly ^cumference. 

The count of Asumar staid til). quit\3 evening wit % my master, 
who had DO sooner got rid of him, than he sained forth with me 
in his train. We went to Euphrasia's, who lived within a stone’e 
throw of our house, and founa her lodged in a style of the first 
elegance. She was tastefully dressed, and for the youthfulnesa 
of her air might have been taken to be in her teens, though 
thirty bonny summers at least had poured their harvests in her 
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» *tehe had often been reckoned pretty, and her wit was eir^ 
quiaite. Neitlier was she one of your bnizcnfaced jilts, with 
nothing but ilinisy bnldenhish in tlitur and a libertine for* 
wardness in their manners : here w as modesty of carriage as 
well aa propriety of discourse ; and she threw out her little sallies* 
in the most exquisite manner, without seeming to aspire beyond 
uatural good sense. Oli heaven ! said L. is it possible that a 
creature of so virtuous a stamp by nature should have abandoned 
herself to vicious courses fi>r a liveliluxul Y f had taken it for 
granted, that t^ll women ik light ehnnuMer carried the mark^ot 
the beast upon (heir forelieatls. lti\as a surprise lliereforo to 
see such apparent rectitude of conduct; mither did it occur to 
I mo that these hacks for all euslomers could go at any paccj^ aud 
pissume the polish of welt bred society, to im]i(»sc upon*' their 
cullies of the higher ranks. Wliat if a lively petulance should 
be the order of the day Y they are lively aud ix-tulaiit. Should 
modesQr take its (urn in the round of fashion, nothing eiui ex- 
ceed their outwnni shew of prudent and d«*lica(c* n'serve. They 
play tjio conujtt}' of love in many masks ; and an* tin* prude*, the 
coquette, or the virago, ns they fall in with tJie (|ui/., the coxcomb, 
or the bully. 

Don Gon/.alcs was a gentleman and a man of taste ; ho could 
not stomach those beauties who call a spade, a spade. Such 
were not for his market ; the ri(<‘s (d* Venus must bo consum- 
mated in th<* timiple of Vesta. Kujdirnsia had got up her port 
accordinglv, ami j^mved by her performanei* that there is no 
comedy TiJe that < f real life. J left my master, like another 
Numa with his Kgeria, and went down into a hall, where whom 
Bhould fortune throw' in my way but an old abigail, whom 1 had 
formerly known as maid of-all-work t^> an m lniss Y The rec*og- 
nition W’aa mutual. So ! well mot once more. Signor Gil lllaii, 
said she. Th<’n you have turned oil* Arsenia, jnst [is I have 
parted with Constniiee. Yes. truly, ans\u*red I, it is a long 
while ago since I went aw'ay, and excdiangt'd Ikt servjee f<»r that 
of a very diflerent huly. \Neitlier the theatre nor the neople 
about it are to my taste. I gave myself my own disciiarge, 
without conde 0 c»*n(iing to the slightest explanation w ith Arsenia. 
You were perfectly in the right, replied (he new-found abigail, 
called Beatrice. Tbit was pn*tty much my method of proeeed- 
ing with Consta' Je. One morning early, J gave in my aeeounU 
with a very su^y air; she ^ook them from me in moody ailence, 
and we parted in a sort of wclbbred dudgeon. 

I am quite delighted, said 1, that w'e have met again, where 
we need not be ashamed of' our employers. Donna Euphrasia 
looks for all the world like a woman of fashion, aud I am much 
" deceived if she has not reputation too. You are too clear-sighted 
to be deceived, answered the old ap{K*ndage to sin. She is of a 
good family ; and as for her temper^ I can assure you it is nn* 
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paralleled for evenness and sweetness. None of your teraflgant 
mistresses, never to be pleased, but always grumbling and 
scolding about everything, making the house ring with their 
clack, aad fretting podr servants to a thread, whose places, in 
^shprt, are a hell upon earth I I have not in all this tune heard 
her raise her voice on any occasion whatever. When things 
happen not to be done exactly in her W'ay, she sets them to 
riglits without any auger, nor docs any or that bad lan^ge 
escape her li])s, of which some high-spirited ladies are so liberal. 
My master, too, rejoined I, is very mW in his disposition ; the 
ve^ milk of human kindness ; and in this i^Jspect we are, 
between ourselves, much better off than when we lived among 
the actresses. A thousand times better, replied Beatrice ; my 
life idgMl to be all bustle and distraction ; but this place is aA| 
actual hermitage. Not a creature darkens our doors but thi^ 
excellent Don Gonzales. You w ill be my only helpinfctc in my 
solittide, and iny lot is but too greatly blessed, bor this long 
lime have I cherished an affection for you ; and many a time 
and oft have I begrudged that LauiA the felicity of engrossinff 
vow for her sweetheart ; but in the end I hone to' be eveh with 
Ler. If I cannot boast of youth and beauty liKC liers, to balance 
the account, I det(‘st conuetry, and have all the constancy as 
well as affection of a turtle-dove. 

As honest Beatrice was one of those ladies who are obliged to 
haw*k their wares, and cheapen themselves for want of cheap- 
eiiers in tlio market, 1 was happily shielded from any temptation 
to break the commandments. Nevertheless, it might not have 
been prudent to let her see in w’hat contempt her charms w'ere 
held for w’hich reason I forced my natural politeness so far, as 
to talk to luT in a style not to cut off all hvmo of my more seria^ 
advances. 1 flattered myself then, that I had found favour L 
the eyes of an old dresser to the stage : but pride was destined 
to have a fall, even on so humble an occasion. The domestic 
trickster did ruH sharpen her allurements, from any longing for 
my pretty person ; lier dc.sign in subduing me to the little soft 
god was to milist me for the purposes of her mistress, to whom 
she had sworn so passive an obedience, that she w'ould have 
sold her eternal self to the old chapman, who first set up the 
trade of sin, rather than have disappointed her slightest wishes. 
My vain conceit was sufficiently evident on th#‘ very next mom* 
iug, when I carried an Ovidfhn letter from master to Eu- 
phrasia. The lady gave mo an aiftble reception, and made a 
thousand* pretty speeches, echoed from the practised lips of her 
chambermaid. The expression of ny countenance was peculiariy 
interesting to the one : but that within which passeth shew was 
the flattermg theme of the other. According to their aecounty 
the fortunate Don Gonzales had picked up a treasure. In short, 
my praises ran so high, that I began to think worse of mysdf 
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tiiaii*! had ever done in the whole coume of my life. Their 
motive waa suiBciently obvious | but I waa determined to play 
at diamond cut diamond. Tlie simper of^^ siinploton is no baa 
countermine to the attack of a snarptT. These ladies under 
favour were of the latter description, and tliey soon began* to 
open their batteries. 

Hark you, Gil Bias, said Euphrasia, fortune declares in your 
favour if you do not balk her. Let us put our heads to>p«ther» 
my good friend. Don Gonzales is c»ld, and a deal sli^cn in 
constituticfn ; (hat a very little fever, in the hands of a rfrj 
great L 'ctor, Mould carrv him to a better place. I^et us l&ke 
time by the forelock, and ply our arts so busily as to secure t« 
mo the largest slice of his effects. If I prosjKT. you sha^ not 
^starve, I ])n»mi8e you ; and niy bare M'ora is a better ScH’uritY 
than all Uie deeds and eonveyiinees of all the hiM vers in Madria. 
Madam, answered I, you have but to eonimancf mo. Giro mo 
my commission (»n your muster-roll, and you shall have no rea- 
son to complain either of niy eowardic'C or eontuniacy. So be 
it thep, replied she. You must Match your master, and bring 
me an account of all his comings and goings. When you are 
chatting together in his more familiar monnuits. iH*ver fail to 
lend the conversation on the subject of our sex ; and t|»en by an 
artful, but seemingly natural transition, take occasion to say 
all the good you can invent of me. King Euphrasia in hit 
ears till all the house n‘-echoes. I Mould counsel you besides to 
keep a wary eye on all that passes in the Pacheco family. If 
you catclf any relation of Don Gonzah's sneaking about him, M'ith 
a design 3n the inheritance, bring me Mord instantly : that is all 
you have to do, and trust me for sinking, burning, and destroy- 
ing him in less than no time. I have ferreted out the weak side 
of all your master's relations long ago ; th<*y are each of them 
to be made ridiculous in some shape or other ; so that the ne- 
phews and cousins, after silting to me for their portraits, are 
already turned with their faces to the Mall. 

It M^as evident by these instructions, Mith many more to the 
same time and tune, that Euphrasia mss one of those ladies 
whose partialities all lean to the side of elderly inamoratos, with 
more money than wit. Not long before, Don Gonzales, who 
could refuse nothing to the tender passion, had sold an estate ; 
imd she pocke^ the cash. Not^a day passed, hut she got some 
little personiJmmembrancy out him; and besides all this, a 
corner of his^ill was the ultimate object of her speculation. 1 
affected to engage band over head in ^leir infamous plot ; and if 
I must confess all without ^mental reservation, it was almost a 
moot point, on my return home, on which side of the cause I 
ihoula take a brief. There was on either a profitable alternative ; 
whether to join in fleecing my master, or to merit his miitude 
bj rescuing him from the plunderers. Conscience* howeveri 
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seemed to have some little concern in the determination ; it was 
quite ridiculous to choose the bye-bath of villany, when there 
was a better toll to be tjken on the highway of honesty. Besides, 
Euphrasia had dealt too much in generals ; an arithmetical de- 
fin4tinn of SO much for so much has more meaning in it than 
** all the wealth of the Indies and to this shrewd reflection, 
perhaps, was owing my uncorrupted probity. Thus did I re- 
solye to signalise my zeal in the service of Don Gonzales, in the 
persuasion that if I was lucky enough to disgust the worshipper 
Dyfcefouling Ins idol, it would turn to^very good acebunt. On 
a statement of debtor and creditor between the ri^jlit and tho 
wrong side of the action, the money balaiiee was visi])ly in favour 
of virtue, not to mention the delights of a fair and irreproachable 
charaifter. 

If vice so often assumes the semblance of its contrary, why 
should not hypocrisy now and then change sides for vorie^ ? 1 
held myself up to Euphrasia for a thorough suindler. Sue was 
dupe enough to believe that I was incessantly talking of her to 
my master ; and thereupon I wove a tissue of "Tripperv and 
falsehood, which imposed on her for sterling truth. She had so 
completely given herself up to my insinuations, as to believe me 
her eonveft, her disciple, her confederate. The better still to 
carry on tliis fraud upon fraud, I aflected to languish for Bea- 
trice : and she, in eestacy at lH»r age to sec a young fellow at Jier 
skirts, did not much trouble herself about my sincerity, if I did 
but play my part with vigour and address. When we were in 
the presence of our princesses, my master in the paVlour and 
myself in the kitchen, the efibet was that of two difl’erent pictures, 
but of the same school. Don Gonzales, dry as touchwood, with 
all its inflammability, and nothing but its smother, seemed a fitter 
subject for extreme unction than for amorous parley ; while my 
Uttfo pet, in proportion to tlio violence of iny flame, niggled, 
nudged, loyedf and romped, like a school-girl m vacation ; and 
no wonder she knew her lesson so pat, for the old coquette had 
been upwards of forty years in tlie form. She had finished her 
studies under certain professors of gallantry, whose art of pleas-^ 
ing becomes the more critical by practice ; till they die under 
the accumulated experience of two or three generations. 

It^wos not enougn for me to go every evening with my miwter 
to Kuphrasia’s : it was sometiipes my lounge oOm in dav-time. 
But let me pop my head in at What hour I would, Bhat forpidden 
creature man was never there, nor even a woman of an^ description, 
that might not bo just as qasily expressed as understood. There 
was not the least loop-hole for a paramour I a circumstance not 
a litUe perplexing to one who eoiud not readily believe, that so 
pretty a bale of goods could submit to a strict monopoly, by 
a dealer as Don ^nsales* This opinion undoubt^y waa 
fanned on a near acquaintance with female nature, as wiQ be 
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apparent in the acq^uel ; for the fair Euphrasia, while waiting for 
my mailer's translation, A>rtified herself with patience in the 
anns of a lover, with some little fellow-fesling for the frailties of 
her age. 

One morning I waus carrying, ac'cording to custom, a note to this 
peerless pattern of ]HTftM‘tii»n. Tliert^ certainly were, or I was 
not standing in the room, the feet of a man ensconced behind ilio 
tapestry. Out sliink I, just as if I had no eves in mv head j yet, 
though stich a discovery >va8 nothing but what might have been 
, expfqted, neiHicr wiis the piper to be paid out of iny pcickot, >ihy 
fe^ings w’ere a good deal staggered at the breai'h ot faith. Ah I 
traitress, ex(*laimed I with virtuous indignation, abandoned Ett- 
I phrasial Not satisfied to humliug a silly old gentleman with a 
tale of love, you share liis ]>roporty in your person with another, 
and add profligacy to dissimulation ! lint to he sure, on after- 
thoughts, I was but a greenhorn, wlien 1 took on so for such a 
triyial occurrence ! It was rather a suhjeet for mi rlh than for 
moral reflectjpn, and ])(Tfeetly justified by the way t»f llie world ; 
the hftiguid, cni])argoed commerce of my mnstfr's amorous mo- 
ments liad need be tillipped by a trade iu some more meri'hiiiitable 
wares. At all evt nts it would hav<* b<'en better to have lield my 
tongue, than to have laid hold on sueh an <»|)|)<irt unity of playing 
the faithful servant. Ihit inst(‘ad (»f tempering my zeal with dis- 
cretion, nothing wouhl sitvc the turn but taking up the wrongs 
of Don Gonzales in iJie sjurit of chivalry. On this high prin- 
ciple, I Djade a cireumstanlial report of wdiat I had seen, witli 
the addition of the attempt made by Euplirasia to seduce me 
from ray good faith. I gave it in lier own words without the 
least reserve, and put him in the w ay of know ing all that was to 
be known of his mistress. lie was struck all in a lieap by my 
inteliigencc, and a faint flash of indignation on his faded eheea 
seemed to give security, that flie lady’s infidelity would not go 
Ufiptmished. Enougli, Gil illas, said he, 1 am infinitely obliged 
by your attacliment to my service, and your probity is very ac- 
ceptable to me. I will go to Kuphrasia this very moment. 1 
will overwhelm her with reproaches, and break at once with flie 
ungrateful creature. With these words, he actually bent liis 
way to the subject of his anger; and dispensed with my attend- 
ance, from theykind motive of sparing me the awkwardness 
which my prft^ce during thein explanation would have occa- 
sioned to myj/tjelings. . » 

I longed for my master's return w ith all tlie impatience of an 
interested person. There could not be a doubt but that writh his 
strong rounds of complaiiit, he would return completely <lisen» 
tmgkc ffrom the snares of his nymph. In this thought 1 cr- 
tolled and magnified myself for my good deed. What could be 
more flattering than tlie thanks of the kindred »vho were 
naturally to inherit after Don Gonzales, when they should be in- 



GIL BLA8. 


20G 

formed that thoir relative was no longer the puppet of a figure- 
dance 80 hostile to their interests F it was not to be supposed 
but that such a frieiyl would be remembered, and that my 
merits would at last be distinguished from those of other serving- 
men, who are usually more disposed to encourage their masters 
in licentiousness, than to draw them oif to habits of decency. I 
was always of an aspiring temper, and tliought to li^ve passed for 
the Joseph or the Kripio of the servants' hall ; J^ut so fascinating 
an idea w'as only to be indulged for an l|>ur or two. The founder 
of toy fortunes came liome. My frirad, said he^I Uhve had a 
very sharp brush with Euphrasia. Sjie insists on it that you 
have trumped up a cock-and-bull story. If their word is to be 
taken^you arc no better tlian an impostor, a hireling in the pay 
of myViephews, for whose sake you have set all your wits at 
work to bring about a quarrel between her and me. I J^ave seen 
the real tears, made of water, run down in floods from hm* poor 
dear eyes. She has vowed to me as solemnly as if I baa been 
her conf(‘S8or, that she never made any overtures to you in her 
life, and that she does not know whatf man is. iJeatricoi who 
seems a simple, innocent sort of girl, is exactly in the same story, 
so that I could not but believe them and be pacified, whether I 
W’oiild or no. 

How then, sir? interrupted I, in accents of undisscmbled sor- 
row, do you oueation my sincerity ? Do you distrust No, 

my gO(Hl latl, interrupted he again in his turn, I will do you 
ample justice. I do not suspect you of being in league with my 
nephews. I am satisfied that all you have done has bejn for my 
good, and ow n myself much obliged to you for it ; but appear- 
ances are apt to mislead, so that perhaps you did not seo in 
reality w hat you took it into your head that you saw’ ; and in 
Uiat case, only consider yourself how oflTensive your charge must 
1 h» to Euphrasia. Yet let that be as it will, she is a creature 
whom I cannot help loving in spite of niy senses ; so that the 
sacrifice she demamls must bo made, and that sacrifice is no less 
than your dismission. 1 lament it very much, my poor dear Gil 
Bias, and if that will be any satisfaction to you, my consent was 
wrung from me most unwillingly ; but there was no saying nay. 
With one thing, however, you may comfort yourself, you shall 
not be sent nwray with empty pockets, ^^y, more, I mean to 
turn you over to a lady of my jicquaintance, wk^e you will live 
to your liking. • ^ 

1 was not a little mortified to find all my noble acts and mo- 
tives end in my own ednfu§ion. 1 gave a leh-lianded blessing to 
Enphrasia, and wept over the weaknVtss of Don Gonzales, to be 
80 tbolishly infatuated by her. The kind-hearted old gentleimm 
felt within himself that m turning me adrift at the peremptory 
demand of his mistress, he was not performing the most manly 
•otkm of his life. For this reason^ as a set-off against his hen* 
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pecke^cowardice, and that I might tlic more easily swallow this 
hitter do8e» he gave me fifty ducata, and took mo witli him next 
lUQming to the Marchionesfl of Clmves. that lady before 

my face, that I was a young man of unoxfoplionnbly gtK>d oha* 
racier, and very high in his good graces, hut that as certain family 
reasons prevented him from oontiuuing mo on Jiis own establish* 
ment, he should esteem it as a favour if she would take mo on 
hers. After such an introduction, I wm retained at onee as her 
appendage, and f mnd myylf, I scarcely knew how, established 
in another Ubusaliold. ^ 


Ca. VII I, — Ths AfarchioMt of Chaves : her choractrrf and (hat her 
eompany 

hni Marchioness of Chaves nas a widow of five and thirtyr tall, 
handsome, and well-proportioned. She enjoyed an income of ten 
thousand ducats, without the incumbraiic(‘ of a nursery. , 1 never 
met with a lady of fewer words, nor om* of a nn>re solemn iispeet. 
Yet this exterior did not prcvt iii her from being set uj) as the 
cleverest worarfh in all Madrid. Jler great assemblies, ntf<'nd»'d 
by people of the first quality, and hv men of letters who made a 
coffee-house of her apartments, eimtnlnited perhaps mon* than 
anything she saul to give Iut tin* rejmtaljon she Inul acquired. 
But this is a point on which it is not my provin(‘(’ U) dec'ide. 1 
have only to relate as her historian, fliat lier name carried with 
it the idea of superior genius, and that her house wiis called, to 
distinguish it from the ordinary 8o<*ieti<‘S in town, The Fashion* 
able Jnstitfltion for Literature, Taste, and Science. 

In point of fai't, not a day passed, hut there were riMidiugs 
therd, sometimes of dramatic pieces, and somf-limes in other 
branches of poetry. But the subjects were alwiiys seleiled from 
the graver muses; wit and humour were held in the most sove- 
reign contempt. Comedy, how'cver spirited ; a nnvcl, however 
pointed in its satire or ingenious in its fii)>le. such light produc- 
tions as these were treat4‘d as weak efibrts of the brain, without 
the slightest claim to patronage; whereas on the contrary the 
most mi(7roseopical work in the serious style, whether ode, f>as* 
toral, or sonnet, was trumpeted to the sku's as tiie most ilhis- 
trious effort of a learned and pwtieal age. Jt nr>t unfrequenlly 
fell out, that the p^blk reversed the doiTces of this ehaneery for 
genius : nay, theyCriadr sometimes th^ gross ill-breeding to hiss the 
very pieces w’hi^^i had been strict ioriM by this court of criticism. 

t was chief Manager of the establishment, and mv office con- 
sisted in getting the drawing-room ready to rscsive the oomtiany, 
in setting the chairs in order for the gentlemen, and the sofas for 
the ladies : after which I took my station on the landiog-plaee 
to bawl out the names of the visitors as they came up stairs, and 
naker them into the circle. The first day, an old piece of family 
ftimitiune, who waa stationed hy my side in the aiiti*chaisber« 
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gave me their description with some humour, after I ha^ shown 
them into the room. His name was Andrew Molina. He bad 
a good deal of mothgr’s wit, with a flowing vein of satire, much 
gravity of sarcasm, and a happy knack at hitting off characters. 
The first comer w'as a bishop. I roared out his lordship s name, 
and as soon as he was gone in, my nomenclator told me— That 
prelate is a very curious gentleman. He has some little influence 
at court ; but wants to persuade the world that he has a great 
deal. He presses his service on eveijy soul he comes near, and 
flhen leaves them completely in the lurch. One/lay'ho met with 
a gentleman in tlie nresence chamber who bowed to him. He 
laid hold of him, and 8([ucezing his hand, assured him, with an 
inundation of civilities, tliat lie was altogether devoted to his } 
lordlliip. F(»r goodness sakiv do not sjiare mo ; I sliall not die i 
in my bed without having first fotind an opportunity of making 
you my debtor. 1’he gmilleman relumed his thanks with all be- 
eoming expressions of gratitmle, and, when they were "at some 
distance from one another, the obsecjuions chnrehman said to one 
of his atteridanlH in wailing— I <»nght to know that man ^ I have 
some Ilualing, nnllslinct idea of having seen him somewhere. 

l^cxt after tin* liisln^p, came tin* son of a grandee. When I 
bad introduced him into iny lady’s room— This nobleman, said 
Molina, is also an original in liis way. You are to take notice 
that he often pays a visit, for tlie exjnvsd purpose of talking over 
some urgent business \Nith the friend on uhom he calls, and goes 
away again without once tliinkiiig on the topi(‘ he came solely to 
discuss, j3ut, added my showman on the sight of' two ladies, 
liere are Donna Angela dc' IVmaliel and Donna iVrargaretta do ' 
Montalvan. This pair have not ji feature of resemblance to each 
other. Donna Margaret ta ]irides herself on her philosoplucal aC' 
quirements ; slie nill hold her head as high as the most learned 
head among the doetors (d’ Salamanea, nor will the wisdom of her 
conceit ever give up tin* point to tin* he.st reasons they can render. 
As for Donna Angela, she does not affect the learned lady though 
she has takmi no nnsneeessfnl pains in the improvement of her 
iniud. Her manner of talking is rational and proper, her ideas 
are novel and ingenious, expresseil in polite, signineant, and na- 
tural terms. This latter p»>rtralt is delightful, said I to Molina ; 
but the other, in my opinion, is scarcely ^o be tolerated in the 
softer sox. Not over bearable indeed! repJiet. he with a sneer : 
even in men it does but expose therp to the lasli of satire. The 
good marchioness herself, our honoured lady, cAtinued he, she 
too has a sort of a phijosopbical looseness. There will be fine 
ehopping of logic there to-day ! God grant the mysteries of re- 
ligion may not be invaded by these disputants. . 

As he was finishing this last sentence, in came a withered bit 
of mortality, i^ith a grave and crabbed look. My conmanion 
shewed him no mercy. This fellow, said he, is one of tltoee 
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. pomj^s, unbondingr spirits who think to pass for men of piv« 

, found genius, under favour of a few common-plaees extracted 
out of Seneca ; yet they are but shallow, coxcomlw when one 
comes to examine them narrowly. Then followed in the train a 
spruce figure, with tolerable person and address, to say nothiuu 
of a troubled air and manner, wliieh always supposes n plentiful 
stock of self-suffieienev. I enquired wlio this was, A dramatic 
’ poet! said Molina. He has manufactured an hundred tliousand 
verses in his time, which uever brought Inin in the value of a 
groat; but as set -of!' agionst bis metrical failure, he has fea- 
thered his nest\cry warniiy by six lines of humble prose : you 
will wonder by wliat magic toueli a fortune could be made, . . . 

And so J did; but a confounded noise upon the staircase 
^erse and prose complet<*]y out of my lu'ad. flood ngaiu^ ex- 
claimed my informer : Jiere is tlie licentiate C am])anario. He 
is his own Barbinger ladbre ever he makes liis appearance. lie 
sets out /Vom the very street door in a continued volh^y of con- 
versation, and you hear how the alarm is kept up till lie makes 
his retreat. Ii^good sooth, the vaulted roof re-ee)ioed with the 
organ of the thundering licentiate, wlio at length oxliihited tho 
case in uhieli the pipes were emifaiiied. He brought a bachelor 
of bis acquaintance by way of aeeompaniment. and there M*as not 
a so^/o vore passage? during the wlioh* visit. Signor ('nmpanario. 
said I to Molina, is to all nppenraiM*e a man of v(‘ry tine conver- 
sation. Yes. replied my sage instructor, the gentleman has his 
tucky hits, and a sort of qiiainlm‘SH tlnit might pass for humour r 
he does very well in a mixed ionqnmy. Jbii tlie worst of it is, 
that ineessaift talking is one of ids most pardonable errors. He 
is a little too apt to borrow' from himself; and as those who are 
behind the scenes are not to be daz/letl by the tin.‘«el of the pro- 

K -man, so we know liow' to sejvirate a e(*rt;dii volnbdity and 
Dnery of manner from sterling wit and sense. The greater 
part of his good things would be thought very !>nd oih»s, if sub- 
mitted, without their concomitant grimaces, to tJie ordeal of a 
jest book. 

Other groups passed before us, and Molina touclied them with 
his wand. Tho raarehione8.s tes) <-amc in for a magic rap over 
the knuckles. Our lady patroness, said lie, is better than might 
be expected for a femnle philosopher. She is not dainty in iicr 
likings ; and batinir u whim or too, is no hard matter ixy give 
her satisfaction, ^its and wjmen (piality seldom approach 
80 near the atti8>sphere of go<>d sense; and for posaion. she 
icaiwly knows what it is. Play and gallantry are equally in 
her black books : dear conversution is her first and sole delight. 

. To feid such a life would be little better than jicnance to the 
conundn run of ladies. Molina's character of my mistress es- 
tablished her at once in my good graces. And yet, in the course 
of a few days, 1 could not help suspecting that, though not dainty 
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off towards Toledo, with a purse pretty well lined, and a^'knap* 
sack at my back with mjr wardrobe and moveables. Though my 
rascally word was notrgiven to abandon the purlieus of Madrid, 

I considered it as a matter of delicacy to disappear, at least for 
a Yew seasons. My resolution was to make the tour of Spain, 
and to halt first at one town and then at another. My ready 
money, thought I, will carry me a good way ; I shall not call 
about mo very prodigally, Wlien ray stock is exhausted, I can 
but go into service again. A lad «f my versatility will find 
places in plenty, wdienever it may be convenient ;to fcok out for 
them. 

It was particularly my w ish to see Toledo : and I got thither 
after three days* journey. My quarters were at a respectable 
hou8c*'of entertainment, where I was taken for a gentleman of i 
some figure, under favour of my best clothes, in which I did not 
fail to bedizen myself. Willi the piek-tooth carelessness of a 
lounger, the afleetation of a p.vppyi und the pertness of*a w'it, it 
remained with me to dictate the terms of an arrangement with some 
very pretty women w ho infested that neiglibourliood ; bpt, as a 
hint had been given me that the pocket was the liigh road to 
their good graces, my amorous entliusiasm was a little flattered, 
and, as it was no part of my plan to domesticate myself in any 
one place, after having seen all the lions at Toleclo, I started 
one morning with the dawn, and took the road to Cueijea, in- 
tending to go to Arragon. On the second day I went into an 
inn wliieh stood open to receive me by the road side. Just as I 
was beginning to recruit the carnal department of my nature, in 
came a party l)(*longing to the Holy llrotherh(X)d. These gen- < 
demon enlled for wine, and set in for a drinking bout. Over ' 
their cups they were conning the description of a young man, 
whom they had orders to arrest. The spark, said one of them, 
is not above three and twenty : he has long black hair, is well 
grown, with an aquiline nose, and rides a bay horse. 

I heard their talk witliout seeming to be a listener ; and, in 
fact, did not trouble my head much about it. They remained in 
their quarters, and I pursued my journey. Scarcely had I gone 
a quarter of a mile, before I met a young gendeman on horse- 
back, as personable as need be, and mounted os dcccribed by the 
oflicers. Faith and troth, thought I wit^in^ myself, this is the 
very identical man. Black hair and an aquiline^ose ! Ono can- 
not help doing a good oflSfco when it comes in one's way. Sir, 
said I, give me leave to ask you whether you hif^e not some dis- 
agreeame business on tyour hands P The yonng man, without 
returning any answer, looked at mt^ from head to foot, and seemed 
startled at my question. I assured him it was not wanton curi- 
osity that induced me to address him. He was satisfied of that 
when I related all 1 had heard at the inn. My unknown bene- 
factor, said he, I will not deny to you that I have reason te, 
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balie^ myself actually the person of whom the odicers are in 
quest ; therefore I shall take another road to avoid them. In 
my opinion, answered I, it would be bettej to look out for a spot 
where you may bo in safety, and under shelter from a 8U>rm 
which IB brewing, and will soon pour down upon our heads. 
Without loss of time we discovered and made for a row of trees, 
forming a natural avenue, which led us to the foot of a mountain, 
where we found an hermitage. 

There was a large and J^'cp grotto which time had worn away 
into the lieart of the roeic ; a id the haiul of man had added a 
rude front built of p<*bble8 and slndl-work, covered all over with 
turf. The adjacent grounds were strewed with a thousand sorts 
of flowers, which scattered their jx^rfiinie ; and one wiis pleased 
to see, hard by the grotto, a small fissure in the mountain, whence 
a spring rippled witli a tinkling noises and poured its pellucid 
stream along the meadow. At the entnineeof this solitary abode 
stood a*venerable lierniit, seemingly wi‘ighed down with years. 
He supported himself with one hand upon a stutf, and lu*hf a ro- 
sary o& largo ^eads with tlie othc‘r. composed of at least twenty 
rows. His head wa^* almo.st lost in a brown woollen cap w*it/i 
long ears ; and liis beard, whiter than snow, swept down in aged 
majesty to his w’aist. .We advanced towards him. Father, said 
I, IS it your plciisure to allow' us sIjcIUt from the threaUming 
stonu ? Como in, my sons, replied tlie hermit, afU^r examiuin|;( 
me attentively; this hermitage is at your servit'e, to occupy it 
during pleasure. As for your horse, added lie, pointing to the 
court-yar<f of his mansion, he will be very well off there. My com- 
panion disposed of the animal accordingly, and we followed the 
old man into the grotto. 

No sooner had w t? got in than a heavy rain fell, w ith a terrific 
storm of tiiunder and lightning The hermit threw himself upon 
liis knees before a eoiiseerated image, fastened to the w'all, and 
we follow ed tlie example our host. Our devotions ceased with 
the subsiding of the storm ; but tw the rain continued, though 
with diminished violence, and night was not far distant, tlie old 
man said to us — My sons, you hud bc'tter not ptirsuo your jour- 
ney in such weather, unless your affairs are pressing. Wo an- 
swered with one consent, that w'o luul nothing to hinder us from 
staying there, but'j-he fear incommoding liim ; but that if there 
W'as room for us iif the liermitage, we would tluink him for a 
night's lodging. You majjhavo H without inconvenicnoo, an- 
sw’ored the Itfrmit, at least the inconvenience w'ill bo all your 
own. Y'our accommodation will bo r^ugh, and your meal such 
as a recluse has to offer. • 

Witli this cordial welcome to a homely board, the holy per. 
•onage seaU*d us at a little table, and set before us a few vege- 
tables, a crust of bread, and a pitcher of water. My toiM. 
rosnmed be, you behold my ordinary (m, but to-day 1 will 
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make a feast in hospitality towards you. So saying, he fetched 
a little cheese and some nuts, which he threw down upon the 
table. The voung n^aUf whose appetite was not keen, felt but 
little tempted by his entertainment. I perceive, said the hermit 
to him, that you are accustomed to better tables than mine, or 
rather that sensuality has vitiated your natural relish, I have 
been in tlie world like you. The utmost ingenuity of the culinary 
art, whether to stimulate or soothe the palate, was exerted by 
turns for my gratification. But 8in(jfi I have lived in solitude, 
nfy taste has recovered its simplicity. Now, vt*gettible8, fruit, 
and milk, are my greatest dainties ; in a word, I keep an ante- 
diluvian table. 

lyhile he was haranguing after this fashion, the young man 
fell into a deep musing. The hermit was aware of his inatten* ' 
tion. My son, said he, something weighs upon your spirits. May 
we not bo informoJ what disturbs you P Open your heart to me. 
Curiosity is not my motive for questioning you, but charity, and 
a desire to be of service. I am at a time of life to give advice, 
and you perhaps are under circumstances to starfd in ne-td of it. 
Yes, father, replied the gentleman with a sigh, I doubtless do 
stand in need of it, and will follow yours, since you are so good 
as to offer it j I cannot suppose there is any risk in unbosoming 
myself to a man like you. No, my son, said the old man, you 
have nothing to fear, it is under more stately roofs that confi* 
donees are betrayed. On this assurance the cavalier began bis 
story. 

Ch. X.— 7%e history of Don Alphonso and the fair Serbphina, 

I WILL attemptno disguisefrom you, my venerable friend, nor from 
this gentleman w ho completes my audience. After the generosity 
of his conduct tow ards me, I should bo in the wrong to dis- 
trust him. You shall know my misfortunes from their beginning. 

I am a native of Madrid, and came into the world mysteriously. 
An officer of the German guard, Baron Stcinbach by name, re- 
turning home one evening, espied a bundle of fair linen at the 
foot of his staircase. Ho took it up and carried it to his wife's 
apartment, where it tamed out to be a new-born infant, wrapped 
up in very handsome swaddlmg-clothes, with a note containing 
an assurance that it belonged to persons of ..condition, who would 
come forward and own it at some future peric^ ; and the farther 
information that it had been baptized by the name of Alphonso. 

I was that unfortunate stranger in the world, and this is aQ that 1 
know about myself. Whether honour or profligacy was the mo- 
tive of the exposure, the helpless child was equally the victim ; 
whether my unhappy mother wanted to get rid of me, to oonoeal 
an habitutd course of scandalous amours, or whether elm had 
made a single deviation flrom the path of virtue with ^ faithless 
lover, and had been obliged to protect her fame at the expenae 
of nature and the maternal feelings. 
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Howfer this might be, the baron and his wife were touched 
^ by my di^titute condition, and resolved, as they had no children 
" 01 their ciwn, to bring me up under tlie name of Don Alphonso. 
As I gre^r in years and stature their attacliment to me strength* 
eued. My manners, genteel before strangers and affectionate 
towards them, were the theme of their fondest panegyric, ftx 
short, they loved mo as if I had been ilieir own. Masters of 
every description w^ere provided for me. Jfy education became 
their leading object ; and far from waiting impatiently till my 
parents shcpild come forward, they seemed, on the contrary, ip 
wish that my birth might always remain a mystery. As soon as 
the Baron thought me old enough to bear arms, lie sent me into 
I the sjrvice. With my ensign’s commission, a genteel and suit* 
Lable equipment was proviiled for me ; and. the more effectually 
'to animate me in tlie career of glory, my natron })ointed out that 
the path of honour was open to every nuvonturer, and that the 
renown af a warrior would be so much the more creditable to me, 
as I should owe it to none but myself. At the some time ho laid 
open to me tln^eireumstanccsof my birtJi. which he had hitlierto 
concealM. As I had passed for his son in Madrid, and had ac* 
tually thought myself so, it must be owned that this communica- 
tion gave me some uneasiness. I could not then, nor can 1 even 
now, think of it witliout a sense of shame. In proportion as the 
innate feelings of a gentleman bear testimony to the birth of one, 
am I mortified at being rejected and renounced by the unnatural 
authors of my being. 

I went 4) serve in tlie Low Countries, but pence was concluded 
in a short ^time ; and Spain finding herselt witliout assailants, 
though not without assaMsins,.! returned to Maxlrid, where I re- 
ceive fresh marks of affection from the Baron and liis wife. 
Bather more than two month-s after my return, a little page ciiino 
into my room one morning, and presented me with a note conehed 
nearly in the following terms “ I am neither ugly nor crooked, 
and yet you often see me at my window without the tribute of a 
glance* This conduct is little in unison wdtli tho spirit of your 
physiognomy, and so far stings me to revenge that I will make 
you love me if possible.” 

On the pcru.sal of this epistle, there could bo no doubt but it 
came from a widow', by name Leonora, who lived opposite our 
house, and had tU character of a very great coquette. Here- 
upon I examined my little messenjjer, who had a mind to be on 
the reserve at firsti but a ducat in hand opened the floodgati^ 
of his intelligence. He even took cliarjje of an answer to hia 
mistress, confessing my guilt, ^ and intimating that its punishment 
was far advanced. . , . , « 

I was not insensible to a conquest even of this kind. For tho 
roit of the day, home and my window-seat were the gmnd attr^ 
tion $ and the lady seemed to have fallen in love with her win* 
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dow*Beat too. I made signals. She returned them ; and on the 
very next day sent me word bv her little Mercury, that if 'V. 
would be in the street on the following night between eleven and 
twelve, I might con9er8e with her at a window on the ground- 
floor. Though I did not feel myself very much captivated by so 
coming on a kind of w'idow, it was impossible not to send such 
an answer as if I was ; and a sort of amorous curiosity made me 
as impatient as if I had really been in love. In the dusk of the 
evening, I went sauntering up and down the Prado till the hour 
(rf assignation. Before I could get to my anpointnient, a man 
mounted on a fine horse aliglited near me, ana coming up with a 
peremptory air— Sir, said he, are not you ilie son of Baron Stein- 
oach P I answered in the affirmative. You are the person then, 
resifrpcd he, who were to meet Leonora at her window to-night P I j 
have seen her letters and your answers, her page has put them into 
my hands, and I have followed you thiseveningfrom yoiu^ own house 
hither, to let you know you have a rival whose pride is not a little 
wounded at a competition with yourself in an afiair of the heart. 

It would be unnecessary to say more. AVe are in a retired place, 
let us therefore draw, unless, to avoid the clnustisemcnt in store 
for you, you will give me your word to break off all connexion 
with Leonora. Saoriliee in my favour all your hopes and interest, 
or your life must be the forfeit. It had been better, said I, to 
have ensured my generosity i)y good manners, than to extort my 
compliance by menaces. 1 might have granted to your request 
what I must refuse to this insolent demand. 

Well then, resumed he, tying up his horse and preparing for 
the encounter, let us settle our dispute like men. Little could ( 
a person of my condition have stomached the debasement of a 
request, to a man of your quality. Nine out of ten in my rank 
would, under sucli circumstances, have taken their revenge on 
terms of less honour but more safety. I felt myself exasperated 
at this last insinuation, so that, seeing lie had already drawn hia 
sword, mine did not linger in the scabbard We fell on one 
another with so much fury, that the engagement did not last 
lonff. Whether his attack was made with too much heat, or my 
skill in fencing was superior, he soon received a mortal wound. 
He staggered, and dropped dead upon the spot. Tn such a situa- 
tion, having no alternative but an immediate escape, I mounted 
the horse or my antagonist, and went off file direction of To- 
ledo. There was no venturhfg to return to Baron Steinbach’s, 
since, besides the danger of the attempt, thl* narrative of my ad- 
venture from my own mouth would only afflict him the more, so 
t^t nothing was so eligible as an ^immediate decampment from 
Madrid. 

Chewing the cud of my own melancholy reflection, I travelled 
onwards the remainder of the night and all the next morning. 
But about noon it became necessary to stop, both for the sake oi j 
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[ my lidfcs and to avoid tlio insupportablf fiorccnoss of tlie mid* 
\ day heat, I staid iu a village till sun-set, and then, intending 
to reach Toledo without drawing bit, we^t on my way. I Imd 
already got two leagues beyond Illescas, when, about midnight, a 
storm like that of to-day overtook me as I was jogging along the 
road. ITiere was a garden wall at some little distance, and I 
rode np to it. For want of any more commodious shelter, my 
horse’s station and my own were arranged, as com ft »rtably as cir- 
cumstances would admit, n^^ar the door ofa surninerdiouse at the 
end of the* way, with a balcony over it. Leaning against tlfe 
door, 1 discovered it to be optm, owing, as I thought, to the neg- 
ligence of the servants. Having dismount ctl, less from curiosity 
.than for tlie sake of a better standing, ns the rain hiwl been very 
Hroublesomo under the balcony, T went into the lower part tr the 
summer- hjuse, leading my horse by the bridle. 

My apmsement during the storm was in reconnoitring my 
auartgrs ; and though I had notliing to form an opinion by, but 
tne lurid gleams of tlie lightning, it was very evident that such 
a housea^must t>elong to some family above the eonmion. I was 
waiting anxiously till the rain ahateef, to set forwartl again on my 
journey; but a great light at a distance made nn? change my 
purpose. Leaving my horse in the summer-liouse, with the prt^* 
caution of fastening tin' door, I made for the* light, in the assur* 
ance that they were not all gone to be<l in the house, and with 
the intention of requesting a lodging for tlie night. After cross- 
ing several walks, I came to a 8ah)on, and here too tlie door was 
loft open. f)n my entrance, from tlie mngnilicenee so handsomely 
displayed by the light of a fine crystal lustre, it was easy to con- 
clude that this must be the residence of some illustrious noble- 
man, The pavement w^as of marble, the wainscot richly carved 
and gilt, tlie proportions of architecture tastefully preserved, and 
the ceiling cvidentlv adorned by the maslerpieees of the first 
artists in fresco. l3ut what particularly engaged my attoniion, 
was a groat number of busts, and those of Spanish heroes, sup- 
ported on jasper pedestals, and ranged round tlie saloon. There 
was opportunity enough for examining all this splendour, since 
there w as not even a foot-fall, nor the shallow' of any one gliding 
along the passage, though my ears and c^es were incessantly on 
the w*atch for some ynhabitant of this fairy desert. 

On one side of tncTialoon there y as a door a-jar ; by pushing 
it a little ivider open|I discovered arrange of apartments, with a 
light only in the niruiest. What is to be done now F thought I 
Within myself. Shall I go back, or take the liberty of marching 
forward, even to that chamber P To be sure, it was obvious 
^ t^t the most prudent step would be to make good my retreat ; 

' t Jbt cariosity was not to be repelled, or rather, to speak more 
4«ruly, my star was in its ascendant. Advancing boJdiy from 
room to tcom, at length 1 reached that where the light was* U 
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was a wax taper on a marble slab, in a magnificent canAestick* 
The first object that caught my eye was the gay furniture of this i 
summer abode; but^oon afterwards, casting a look towards a 
bed, of which the curtains were half undrawn on account of the 
beat, an object arrested my attention, wdiich en^ossed it with 
the deepest interest. A young lady, in spite of the thunderclaps 
which had been pealing round her, was sleeping there, motion* 
less and undisturbed. 1 approaclied her very gently, and by the 
light of the taper I had seized, a complexion ana features the 
Aiost dazzling were submitted to my gaze. My spirits were all 
afloat at the discovery. A sensation of trans^rt and delight 
came over mo ; but however my feelings might harass my own 
hoaf t, my conviction of her high birth checked every presump* 
tuoui hope, and awe obtained a complete victory over desire.j 
While I was drinking in floods of adoration at the shrine of her 
beauty, the goddess of my homage awoke. • 

You may well suppose lier consternation, at seeing afman, an 
utter stranger, in her bedchamber, and at midnight. She was 
terrified at this strange appearance, and uttered %loud shriek. I 
did my best to restore her composure, and thowing myself on my 
Knees in the humblest posture. Madam, said I, fear nothing. My 
business hero is not to iiurt you. I was going on, but her alarm 
was so great that she was incapable of hearing my excuses. She 
called lier women with a most vehement importunity, and as she 
could get no answer, she threw over her a thin night-gown at 
the foot of the bed, rushed rapidly out of the room, and darted 
into the apartments I had eroased, still calling her female estab- 
lishment about her, as well as a younger sister whom she had 
under her care. I looked for nothing less than a posse of strap- ^ 
ping footmen who were likely, without hearing my defence, to 
execute summary justice on so audacious a culprit ; but by good 
luck, at least for me, her cries were to no purpose ; they only 
roused an old donu^stie, who would hare been but a sorry knight 
bad any ravisher or inagi(j|an invaded her repose. Nevertheless, 
assuming somewhat of courage from Ilia presence, she asked me 
haughtily who 1 wtu, by what inlet and to what pui^e 1 had 
presumptuously gained admission into her house. 1 began then 
to enter on my exculpation, and had no sooner declared that the 
open door of the summer-house in the garden had invited my 
entrance, than she exclaimed as if thimdtilrsikuck— JvJit heaven! 
what an idea darts across mt mind ! 

As she uttered these words, she taught A the jrax light on the 
table ; then ran through all the apartments one after anothert 
without finding either* her attendants or her sister. She re- 
marked, too, that all their personals and wardrobe were carried ^ 
off. With such a comment on her hasty suspicions, she came up \ 
to me and said, in the hurried accent’ of sus^nse and pertnrbih 
tian : Traitor I add not hypocrisy to your otaer crimes. (Symee 
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' IkBS not bought you hitlier. You are in the train of Don Fer* 
^dinand d0 Leyva, and are an accomplice in his guilt. But hope 
^ not to eaca^, there are still people enouglie about me to secure 

I ou. Maoam, said I, do not confound me with your enemies.. 

ton Ferdinand do Leyva is a stranger to me ; I do not eve^ 
know who you are. You see before you an outcast, whom an 
affair of honour has compelled to fly from Madrid ; and I swear 
by ^i'hatever is most aa<‘n‘d among men, that had not •a storm 
overtaken me, I slioulil ne\t*r have set niy foot over your tliresly 
old. Entertain^ then, a more favourable opinion of me. So far 
from suspecting me for an aecoinpli<‘e in any plot against you, 
believe me ready to enlist iu \ our deft‘ncw. ami to riivenge your 
^kWTongs. TJiesc last words, and still more tlie sincere tone in 
Awhich tjiey were <lelivcred, convinced the lady of my innoiffnee, 
and she seamed no longer t<)li>ok on me as her enemy j but if her 
anger ali^te<l it was only that her grief might sway more abso- 
lutely. She br‘gan weeping most bitterly. Her tears caUed 
forth my syinpntliy. ami iiiy tiffliction was scarcely less poignant 
thanhe^ow^n, tliOJigh tln^ cause of this contagious sorrow was 
still to be ascertai?i(*d. Yet it was not cnotiLdi to mingle my 
tears with hers ; in my impatience to become her defender and 
avenger, an iin]mlse of territic fury enmo over me. Madam, ex- 
claimed I, wimt outrage have v<ai snstaimHl P Let me know it, 
and your injuries are iniiic. Would you have mo hunt out Don 
Ferdinand, and stab him to the heart P Only tell mo on W'hom 
your justiej would fall, and they sliall suffer. You hare only to 
give the word. Wbnlevcr dangers, whatever certain evils may 
be attendant on the execution of your orders, the unknown, 
whom you tliought to lx* in league with your enemies, will brave 
them all in your cause. 

Tliis enraptured devotion surprised the lady, and stopped the 
flowing of her tears. Ah I sir, said she, forgive this snspirion, 
and attribute it to the blindness of my cruel fate. A nobility of 
sentiment like this speaks at once to tne heart ofSerapbina ; and 
wliile it undeceives, makes me the less repine at a stranger taking 
witness of an affront offered to my family. Yes, I own ray error, 
and revolt not, unknown as you are, from your proffer^ aid. 
But tlie death of Don Ferdinand is not what 1 reqniro. Well, 
then, ma^m, resurted I, of what nature are the services yon 
would enjoin meP oir, replied Svraphina, the ground of my 
complaint is this. L|>n Ferdinand de Leyvn is enamoured of my 
sister Julia, whbm he met w’itli by accident at Toledo, where we 
for tl^ most part reside. Three monthf since, bo asked her in 
mamage of the Count de Folln, my father, who refused his con- 
sent on account of an old grudge subsisting betwe<m the famifies. 
iCy sister is not yet she most have Imn indiscreet enoitgii 

tCf Mlow the evil counsels of my woman, whom Don Ferdtnand 
ihaa doubtless bribed ; and thb daring ruffian, advertised of mtr 
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heUnz alone at our country-house, has taken the opportunity of 
carrying ofi* Julia. At least I should like to know what hiding- 
place he has chosei}^ to deposit her in, that my father and my 
brother, who have been these two months at Madrid, may take 
their measures accordingly. For heaven’s sake, added she, give 
yourself the trouble of examining the neighbourhood of Toledo, 
an act so heinous cannot escape detection, and my family will 
owe yop a debt of everlasting gralit\ide. 

The lady was little aware how' unseasonable an employinent 
Ihe was thrusting upon me. My escape from Cast.yo could not 
bo too soon effected ; and yet how shoiilcl such a reflection ever 
enter into her head, wjicn it was completely superseded in mine 
by |i more powerful suggestion? Delighted at finding myselrt 
important to tlie most lovely (‘Feature in the universe, I caughty 
at the commission witli eagerness, and promised to acquit myseyf 
of it w'ith equal zeal and industry. In fa(.*t, I did not unit for 
day-break, to go about fulfilling my engagement. A hasty leave 
of Seraphina gave me occasion to beg lier pardon for the alarm 
I had caused her, and to assure her that she shorld speedily hear 
somewhat of my adventure, I uent out as 1 came in. but 
so wrapped up in admiration of the Indy, that it was palpable I 
was completely caught. My sense of this tnitli was the more 
confirmed, by the eagerness with which I embarked in her cause, 
and by the romantic, gaily-coloured bubbles w hieh my pas'^ion 
blew. It struck my fancy that Seraphina, though engrossed by 
her affliction, had remarked the hasty birth of my love, without 
being displeased at the discovery. I even flattered myself that 
if I could furnish her with any certain intelligence V)f her sister, 
and the business should terminate in any degree to her satisfac- 
tion, my part in it would be remembered to my advantage. 

Don Aiphonso broke the thread of his discourse at this nas- 
sage, and said to our aged host : 1 beg your pardon, fatlier, it the 
fulness of my passion siioidd lead me to dilate too long upon 
particulars, wearisome and uninteresting to a stranger. No, my 
son, replied the hermit, such particulars are not wearisome : X 
am interested to know tlio state and progress of your passion for 
the young lady you are speaking of ; my counsels w'iil be influ- 
enced by the minute detail you are giving me. 

With ray fancy heated by these seductive images, resumed the 
young man, I was two days hunting afteA jVilia's ravisher : but 
m ram were all the enquiries that could be made : by no means 
I could devise was the least tnfee of Mm tc^ be discovered. 
Deeply mortified at the misuccessful issue of my search, 1 bent 
my steps back to Sera^fliina, whom I pictured to myself as over- 
whelmed with uneasiness. Yet she was in better spirits than 
miffht We been expected. She informed me that her success 
haa Wn Wter than mine ; for she had learned how her sister 
was disposed of. She had received a letter from Don Ferdinand 
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himselff hi^porting that after bein^j privately married to Julia, 
he had placed her in a convent at Toledo. I have sent his letU^r 
to my father, pursued Seraphiiia. I hone the affair may be 
adjusted amicably, and that a solemn marm*(e will soon extin- 
guish tho feuds which have so long kept our respective familityi 
at variance. 

AVhon the lady had thus informed mo of her sister's fate, she 
began making an apology for the trouble she had given mo, as 
well as the danger into whi^i she might imprudently have thrown 
me, by enga¥;inff my services in })ui*8\iit of a ravisher, withoilt 
recollecting w’hat I had told her, that an alfair of lumour liad 
been the occasion of my flight. Her exeusts wore e(»uched in 
such flattering term.s, as to convert her very oversight into an 
bbligation. As rest was desirable for me after my joupnej,*she 
conducted me into the saloon, where we sat down together. SI ** 
wore an undress gown of white talfety with black stripes, and 
little hafof the same materials with black feathers; which gaVi- 
me reason to suppose tliai she might be a w idow. But she looked 
so young, thatd scarcely knew what to think of it. 

tf I w as all impatient to get at Iht history, she was not less 
so to know' wlio I was. 8ht* besought me to acquaint her w'itli 
my name, not doubting, as she kindly expressed it, by my noble 
air, and still more by the geiuTous j)itv w hieli had made me enter 
so w'armly into her interests, that 1 belonged to some consider- 
able family, ^’lie question was not a little perplexing. My 
colour came and wont, my agitati(»n was exireim* : and 1 must 
own that, •with less repugnance to the meanness of a faUc- 
. hood (Iian ft) the aoknow ledgment of a disgraceful truth, I an- 
swered that 1 was th<» son of Bimm 8teinba(*h, an ofliecT of the 
German guard. Tell me, likewise, resumed the hi<iy, why you 
left Madrid. Before you answiT my question, 1 will ensure you 
all my father's credit , as w ell as that of my brother Don (luspard. 
It is the least murk of gratitude J can bestow on a g(‘ntlemari 
who, for mv service, has neglected tJie preservation even of his 
own life. Without further liesilatimi, J acquainted her w ith all 
the circumstances of my rencounter : she laid tho wdiolo blame 
on my deceased antagonist, and engaged to interest all her family 
in mv favour. 

When I had satwfiod her curiosity, it seemed not unreasonable 
I to plead in favour df my own. I enquired whether she was 
i maid, wife, or widow. It is three y^ars, answ'crcd she, since my 
father made maif}' Don Diego de Lara ; and 1 liave been a 
widow these fifteen months. Madam, said I, by what misfor- 
tune were your wedded joys#o soon infierrupted P I am going 
to inform you, sir, resumed the lady, in return for the confioonce 
yon have reposed in mo. 

Don Diego de Lara was a very elegant and accomplished gen- 
tiemin : but, though his affection for me was extremci and every 
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day was witness to some attempt at giving me pleasure, each as 
the most impassioned and most tender lover puts in practice to 
win tlie smile of her he loves ; though he had a tliousand esti* 
mable Qualities, my hlart was untouched by all his merit. Love 
is^not always the offspring eitlier of assiduity or desert. Alas ! 
we are often captivated at first sight by we know not whom, nor 
why, nor how. To love, then, was not in ray power. More 
disconcerted than gratified by his repeaU^d offices of tenderness, 
which I received with a forced courtesy, but without real plea- 
sure, if I accused myseif in secret of •ingratitude, I jjtill thought 
myself an object as much of pity as of censuic. To his un- 
happiness and my own, liia delicacy more than kept pace with 
his affection. Notan action or a speech of mine, but ho unra- 
velled oU its liiddcn motives, and fatjiomed all my thoughts, 
almo« before they arose. TJie inmost recesses of my heart were 
laid open to liis penetration. He complained w'ithout’Xjeasing of 
my indifference ; and esteemed himself only so much the more 
unfortunate, in not being able to please me, as he was vrell 
assured that no rival stood in his way ; fori was jjparcely, sixteen 
years old ; and, before he paid his atldresses to me, he lilid tai!n- 

£ ered with my woman, who had assured him that no one had 
itherto attracted ray attention. Yes, Seraphina, he would often 
say, I could have been contented that you had preferred some 
other to myself, and that there were no more fatal cause of your 
insensibility. My attentions and your own principles would get 
the better of such a juvenile prepossession ; but I despair of 
triumphing over your coldness, since your heart is impenetrable 
to all the love I have lavislied on you. Wearied with the repeti- 
tion of the same strain, I told him that instead of disturbing his 
repose and mine by this excess of delicacy, he would do better 
ill trusting to tlie effects of time. In fact, at my age, I could 
not bo oxp<*cted to enter into tlie refinements of so sentimental 
a passion ; and Don Diego sliould have waited, as I warned him, 
for a riper period and more staid relleetioii. But, finding that a 
whole year hiid elapsed, and that he was no^forwardcr in my 
favour than on tin? first day, he lost all patience, or rather, his 
brain became distracted. Affecting to have important business 
at court, he took his leave, and went to serve as a volunteer in 
the Low Countries ; where he soon found in the chances of war 
what ho went to seek, tlio termination of J\is’ sufferings and of 
his life. 

After the lady had finished her recital, h(«; husjband’s uncom- 
mon character became the topic of our cOscoune. We were 
interrupted by the arrival of a comber, char^ with a letter for 
^raphina from the Count Do Folan. She negsed my permia* 
sion to read it ; and as she went on, I observed W to mw pale, 
and to become dreadfully agitated. When she had finished, 
die raised her eyes upward, heaved a long sigh, and her fim 
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liras in t tioment bathed with her tears. Her sorrow sat heaviljr 
ton my feelings. My snirits were greaty disturbed ; and» as if ft 
^ were a llprewarning or the blow impendigig over my head, a 
death-like shudder crept through my frame, and my faculties 
were all Wtimbed. Madam, said I, in accents half choked with 
apprehension, may I ask of whut dire events that let^^r brings 
tne tidings? Take it, sir, answered Seraphina most jlefully, 
while she held out the letter to me. lleod for yourself wdmt my 
father has written. Alas ! goxi are but too dei*idy concerned in 
the contentsf • 

At these woros, w hich made my blood run cold. I took the 
.letter with a trembling band, and found in it the following iatel- 
» Jigence : ■ “ Your brother. Don Giispnrd, fought yestiTday at tlio 
cWrado. He received a small sword w‘oun<i, of wliieh he dic^ This 
day : and declared, before he breathed his last, that his antago- 
nist was |lie son of Baron Steinbaeh, an f>ilieer of the German 
guard. As miafortuncs never come alone, the murderer has 
eludeu "ny vengeance by fliiilit, but wlierevcr he may hava con- 
cealed himself, fjo pains shall be snared to hunt him out. I am 
going to write to the magistrates all round the country, who will 
not lail to take him into custody, if he })ji8ses through any of the 
towns in their jurisdiction, and by the notices I am going to 
circulate, I hope to cut oil* hi.s n‘treut in the country or at the 
I sea-ports.— THE Count de Polan.*’ 

Conceive into what a ferment this l<*t(er threw all my thoughts. 

I remained for some moments motionless ami without the j>ow’er 
of speet'h. • In the midst of my confusion, 1 too plainly saw the 
► destructive bearing of Don (iaspard’s death or» (he passion I had 
imbibed. My despair was unbounded at the tliouglit. 1 threw' 
myself at Scraphina’s feet, and offering Ikt my naked sword, 
Madam, said I, spare the Count de Polau th<» necessity of sock- 
ing further for a man who might possibly withdraw himself from 
his resentment. Be yourself the avenger of your brother : ofler 
up his murderer as the vietiin of your own hand miow, strike tlio 
blow. Let this ve^ weapon whieli terminated liis life, cut short 
the sad remnant of his adversary’s days. Sir, answered Hera* 
phina, a little softened by my behaviour, I loved Don Gaspard, 
so that though you killed him in fair and manly hostility, and 
though he brought his death upon himself, you may rest assured 
that 1 take up my laiier’s quarrel. Yes, Don Alphonso, I am 
your decided enemy ,And wili do against you all that the ties of 
olood and friei^hip|[require*at niy hands. But 1 will not Uko 
advantage of your evil star : in vam has it delivered you bto 
my grasp ; if hohovw arms j^e against Vou, the same sentiment 
forbids to pursue a cowardly revtnge. The righls of hospitality 
must be inviolable, and I will not repay such service as you have 
tendered me with the treachery of an assassin. Fly ! make 
^ jrour escapOi if you can, from our pursuit and irom Uie rigour 
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of the laws, and save your forfeit life from the dangwrs that 
beset it. ^ 

What then! madi^, returned I, when vengeance is in your 
owu'hands, do you turn it over to the laws, which may, perhaps, 
be too slow for your impatience ? Nay ! rather stab a wretch 
who is not worthy of your forbearance. No, madam, maintain 
not so noble and so generous a proceeding with one like me. 
Do you know wlio I am P All Madrid takes me for Baron 
Steinbach’s son — yet am I notliin^ better than a foiRidling, 
frhom he brouglit up from charity. I know not ev^m who were 
guilty of my existence. No matter, interrupted Seraphina, 
with precipitation, as if my last words Inid given her new un- 
easjpess, though you were the lowest of mankind I would do . 
what^honour bids. Well, madam, said I, since a brother’s death,/ 
is insufficient to excite your thirst after my blood, I will exas* 
perate your hatred still further by a new olfence, of which I 
trust you will never pardon the boldness. I doat on you ; I 
couldt not behold your cliarms without being dazzled by them : 
and, in spite of tlie cloud in whicli my destiny was env(|joped, I 
had cherished llie hope of being united to you. I was so in- 
fatuated by my passion, or ralher by my pride, as to flatter my- 
self that lieaven, which perliaps conceals from me my birth in 
mercy, might discover it one day, and enabh* me without a blush 
to acquaint you witli my real name. After this injurious avowal, 
can you liesitate a moment about punishing me P 

This rash decarat ion, replied the lady, would doubtless prove 
offensive at any other season; but I forgive it in cc nsi deration 
of the trouble which bewilders you. Besides, my own condition 
so engrosses mo, as to render me deaf to any strange ideas that 
may escape you. Once more, Don Alphonso, added she, shed- 
ding tears, begone far from a liouse which you liave cast into 
mourning : every moment of your longer stay adds pungency to 
my distress. I no longer oppose your will, madam, returned I, 
preparing to take my leave : absence from you must then be my 
portion : but do not suppose that, anxious for the preservation 
of a life whicli is become hateful to you, I go to seek an a83dum 
where I may be sheltered from your search. No, no, J bare my 
breast to your resentment. 1 shall wait with impatience at 
Toledo for the fate which you design mo ; and by surrendering 
at once to my pursuers, shall myself for\yf<l the completion ol 
my miseries. * 

At the conclusion of this speech I withdrew.* My horse was 
returned to nio, and I went to Toledo, where I aopde eight dagrs, 
and realW with so little cire to conceal myselCthat I know not how 
or why 1 have escaped an arrest ; for 1 cannot suppose that the 
Count de Polan, whose whole soul is set on cutting off my retreat, 
should not have been aware that I was likely to naas through 
Toledo. Yesterday I left that town, where it should seem as if 
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1 was lii^d of my liberty, and without betaking myself to any 

^ ed course of trarclling, I came to this hermitage, like a man 
. _:o had no reason to be ashamed of shewing himself. Such, 
father, >fB8 the cause of my absence and detraction. I beseech 
you to aisist me witli your counsels. , 

Ch. XI.-^TAe old hermit fum$ out an e^ctrtordinary geniuo^ and GU 
BUti findt hiiwtelf among hh former acquaintance. 

When Do^^^houao had concluded the melancholy iioaital of 
his misfort||m| the old hemiit said to him— My son, hav5 
teen excoini'elj^ rash in tarring so long at Toledo. con- 
sider in a )i$iiry different light irom that you affect to plaoo it in, 
what you hive told mo of 3 rour story ; and your love for Sera- 
'rohina seentt to me to be sheer madness. Take my word. §)? it, 
“^ou will do well to cancel that young lady from your remcm- 
orance ; site never can be of your communion. Keireat like a 
skilful general, when you cannot act with efibet on the offensive ; 
and pursue your fortune on another field, where success may 
smUe on j^our ^deavours. You will be terribly out of luck to 
kill the brother of the next young lady who may chance to suc- 
ceed this only possible object of your affection. 

He was going to add many other inducements to resignation, 
in such a case as Don Alphonso's, when wo saw another hermit 
enter our retreat, witli a well-stuffed wallet slung .across his 
shoulders. He was on liis return, with the charitable ooi^tTibu* 
tions of all the good folks in the town of Cuen^ui i and the ga- 
thering di(Vorodit to the religion of the age. Ho looked younger 
' than his ooie^nion, in spite of his thick, foxy beard. Welcome 
ihome, broth^ Antony, said the elder of the two reelusea; what 
news do yon bring us from town P Bad enough, answefod the 
carroty friar, putting into his hands a paper, folded in the fonn 
of a letter ; tliis little instrument will inform you. The hoary 
sage opened it, and after reading on with an increased attention, 
as the conitots seemed to grow more interesting, exclaimed : 
Heaven's be done ! Since the combustion is antiemated, 
we haye only to* fall in w ith the humour of our fate. Let us 
change our dialect, Signor Don Alpljonso ! pursued ho, juldress* 
ing his discourse to my young companion : you behold in me a 
man, like yourself, who has been a broad mark for the? wanton - 
ness of fortune to at. Word is sent me from Cueii^’a, a 

town at the distance og i league lienV, that some back -biter has 
been blackenmg my f»r famesin the esteem of justice ; who is 
coming with he?* nup md cry to disturb the rejiose of these 
rural scenes, and to lay her paw upon niy person. But an old 
Ibx is too cunning to be caughl in a trap. This is not the first 
lime that 1 have cut and run before the blood-hounds of the 
law. But, thanks to myself for having my wits about me, I bare 
jilwaya ended the chase in a whole skin, and held myself in rea- 
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now time to aMome anothe* » 
dmeii for anothw. K ,,^,4 my old akm or my new. I 
for, whether you to bask in the sunshine of youtU \ 

my hermit’s aecrepitr ® * 

and vigour. ^^0 ^ord, he threw off the incuinbranco 

• To suit the actir^ ^ . n m a rlAnhlnt: 


m juv oiAAv vuw ••v'v. 

of his ecclesiastic) 
of black serge 
snap went * 


to the word, ne tnrew uu tuo - 

jrtticoat, and stood forth to view m a doublet 
“hashed sleeves, ^en off went his cap, and 


’““"2h slashed sleeves, xneu uu nuu. — — - 

which supported the hoary honoim of a 
snap went a ^‘Xpitewas at once transformed to a brawny 
heard, and o^;“ 7 twmity“r W Brother^Aitfonv. foUpw* 
ruffian ofj# 1 discarded the ""‘ward shew of irfigiM, 
mg a g^g” 0g the gnowy one had been . 

treated „,Xd out of an old worm-eaten trunk a so^ rag otj 
before. Jd p^ed out ^ his person. But what words''^ 

can erf™® . nhcenlic from the asnes^of Jne old 

^^®fcteT^ To OTimlete^the trick of the pantomime, brother 
bead-*""^ • , j faithful vassal and triuty squire, 

Antony was turned ^ miracles! exclaimed 1 15 a quan- 

A^brose de ®;n 0erceWe, w^^ all had SUowlJell met ! 
Aary ; aa more Fucky in your Ufe. Signor GHl Bias, said 

a A“iid ^ -p ^ 

may object to our . ’ je-g \ve never assassinate, and > 

we take witn . / v containinK some little spice of mjuB- 

T w^Wd a Ufe hazfrd! bit of Wty. Our predatory 
the want “ Ti* hi our forecast, a certain m^hanieal 

rc:f aiiou of Bexd^®®rpSiJ5^&rte S 

certed proiecta, “d d^our p 7 ^ better. 

’in to ssStoS. V 

Sng“f the chance medley for which you are at hide and seek^ 
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your fo|^Q6 is probably a little out at elbows* Most lamentably 
^iO, said Don Alphonso ; and heiice, since the truth must out, are 
f my forebodin^ja more dark than even my present evils. TUt is 
’ the very thing ! replied Don Raphael. i8u were sent by our 
better genius to join the party. You will find no such good berth 
in the honest nart of the world. Your wants will all bo supplied, 
and you may laugh at the vigilance of your pursuers. Tnere is 
not a comer in all Spain which we have not ferreted out ; those 
who are always on tlie scamper see a great deal of the country. 
We are perfect connoisseufs in landscape, and affect Salvator^ 
Rosa's ruggeS seenery. There we graze in pea (!0 and freedom, 
secure from the brutality of justice. Don Alphonso expressed 
^mself ve^ much obliged to them for their kind invitation ; and 
lading neither money in his purse, nor contrivance to procure it 
Vhis pericranium, liiado up liis mind at once not to stand upon 
punctilio with morality. I too was led into a looser course than 
agreed with my rigid principles, by a growing friendship for this 
young man, whom I could not find in my heart to abandon in so 
perilous an enterprise. 

We allVour agreed to set off in a body, and never to part com- 
pany. The question was put whether we should sound a retreat 
on tue instant, or first give a peremptory summons to a flagon of 
excellent wine, which brother Antony hod invested by regular 
approaches at Cuenca the day before ; but Raphael, a more ex- 
perienced general than any of us, represented that the first thing 
to be done was to render our own camp impregnable, for which 
purpose he jroix>sed that wq should march all night, to gain a 
very tliick w(¥)d between Villardesa and Almodabar, whore w^ 

. Jfshould halt, as in a friendly country, and recruit after the fa* 
tigues of the cainoaign. These general orders were approved 
of in council. Our lay hermits then went about packing 
up their baggage and provisions, which were swung in two 
bundles across the back of Don Alphonso's horse. Wo wore not 
long in our preparations, after which we sheered off from the 
he^rmitage, leaving a rich bor)ty to legal rapine in the saintly 
paraphernalia of the two hermits ; including a white beard and a 
red one, two rickety bedsteads, a table without a leg, a chest 
without a bottom, two cliairs without any scats, and an uumuti- 
lated imago of 8t. Pacomo. 

Our march was cohtmued the whole night, and we began to 
chafe and feci other inJonveniences, w^en at d^break wc bailed 
the wood where our toiS were tP end. Sailors after a long voyage 
work the ship wfth dcmble alacrity at the sight of their native 
land. So it was with us, we pushed forward pd got to our jour- 
ney's end by sunrise. Dashing into the thickest of the wood, 
iyWe pitched upon a retired and pleasant spot, where, the turf was 
circled in by tall and branching oaks, whose gigantic limbs inter- 
woven over our heads, formed a natural vault, not to be peue- 
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trated even by noon-day beat. We took the bridle off tl]|^ bon# 
to let him feed after be was unloaded. Then down we sat, puliiii^ 
out of brother Anton’s wallet some large pieces of bread ima 
good substantial slices of roast meat, at which we began pegging 
^th all possible pertinacity. Nevertheless, let our appetites be 
as obstinate as they might, wo every now and then suspended 
the fray to spar a little with the flagon, which returned our blows 
till it made us reel again. 

About the end of the conflict, Don Eaphael said to Don Al- 
^honso— My brave comrade, after tie confidence vou have re- 
posed in me, it is but fair that in my turn I shptmla recount the 
history of my life to you with the same sincerity. You will do 
me a great favour, answered the young man ; and an equal one - 
to mg, chimed in I. My curiosity is all alive to know your ad- 
ventures, for doubtless they must afford much matter of useff^ 
speculation. You may rest assured of that, replied Don llaphael ; 
and I mean to leave behind me a history of my own times. The 
composition shall be the amusement of ray old age, for I am as 
yet in the prime of life, and mean to furnish inA)ropria persona 
many new hints for my commonplace-book. Dut w^ are all 
weary, let us recruit with some hours of sleep. While we three 
lie down, Ambrose shall keep watch for fear of a surprise, and 
shall then take a nan in his turn. For though, to all appearance, 
we arc hero in perfect safety, it is always good to keep a sentry 
at the out-posts. After this precaution he stretched himself 
along upon the grass. Don Alphonso did the same. I followed 
their example, and Lamcla performed the offioe of a ^out, 

Don Alphonso, so far from getting any rest, was incessantly 
brooding over his misfortunes, and I could not get a wink of i 
sleep. As for Don llaphael, ho snored most sonorously. But he f 
awoKo in little more than an hour, when, finding us in a listening 
mood, he said to Lamcla— My friend Ambrose, you may now 

E ’eld to the gentle influence of Morpheus. No, no, answered 
amcla, my sleepy fit is over ; and though I know all the pas- 
sages of your life by rote, they are so instructive to the pr^J- 
titioners of our art and mystery, that I do not care how often I 
hear the tale over again. Without further preface, Don Eaphael 
began the narrative of his adventures in these terms. 


BOOK THE FIFTftl. ^ 

Ch. I.— ffw/ory if Don Raphael, 

I MADE my entrance on the stage of life at Madrid, where mv. 
mother was an actress, famous for her dramatic, and infamous icr ' 
her intriguing talents. Her name w'as Lucinda. As for mV 
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I fttiher, every man must have one ; but my arithmetic is too scanij 
to determine the number of mine. It might indeed bo a matter 
of history, that such or such a man of fashfbn was dangling after 
my mother at the epoch of my arrival in this system ; out then, 
that mere fact would by no means warrant a deduction that an^ 
individual gallant of the mother must therefore be tlio father of 
the child. A lady, so eminent as she was in so notorious and 
, wholesale a profession, must have many strings to her bow ; 
where her blandishments ai% most publicly lavished, her favourflf 
are most sparingly bestowed : there is a shew artiedo or two for 
public exhibition, but her everyday wares are cheap, and hack- 
1 to the meanest purchaser. 

S ere is nothing like taking scandal by the beard, and treating 
opinion of the world with heroic indifierence. Lucindt, in- 
of ceoping me up in a garret at home, made no scruple 
about owning her little bastard, but took me in her hand to the 
theatre with a modest assurance, regardless how the tongue of 
rumour flight Ijabble at lier expense, or liow the laugh of malice 
might peal at my unlucky appearance. In short, I was her pet, 
and came in for the caresses of all the m(‘n who frequented the 
house. One would have sworn that nature pleaded in my favour, 
and inspired each of them w’iih a father’s pride in the brat tliey 
had clubbed for. The iw^elvo first years of my life were suflered 
to waste away in all kinds of frivolous amusements. Scarcely 
did they teach me to read and write. Still less was it iliought of 
any consequence to initiate me in the principles of my religion. 
To dance, tossing, to play on the guitar, as the sum total of my 
S early attainments. With these gifts and graces for my only ac- 
quisitions, the Marquis of Leganez asked for me to be about his 
only son, who was nearly of my own age. Lucinda gave her 
consent without reluctance, and it w^as tlien that I began to mind 
a little what I w as about. Young Leganez could not reproach 
me with my ignorance, his little lordsliip was not cast in a scien- 
tific mould, for he scarcely knew a letter (>f his alphabet, though 
he had been under private tuition for fifteen months. None of 
his masters could make anything of him, patience was never 
formed to eng^e in so unequal a maleli. To be sure, they were 
expressly forbid to exercise any severity on liis noble carcase, 
their or^rs were tcftcach, not to torture him ; and this tender 
precaution, acting on,« subject of i^suff’erably untoward dispo- 
sitions, was the mca|8 of throwing to the dogs all the mental 
physic they pouted irr; he would none ot it. 

But the verb-grinder engendered in his noddle a most inge* 
nious device, by which to to keip this troublesome young lordlmg 
I in awe, without trenching on his foolish father’s iniunctions. 
The scheme was no other than to flog me whenever that scape* 
gnioe Leganez had incurred the penalty of the rod, and tnii 
vicarious execution was inflicted with the utmost rigour. Hy 
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consent to the transfer had never been asked, and there waa 
thing in the act itself to recommend it ; so that my only chance 
was to run a\w, aifd appeal to my mother against so arbitrary 
a discipline. However her maternal feelings might inwardly re- 
volt, no trace of woman’s weakness could be detected in her 
manner of receiving my complaint. The Leganez connection 
w^as too important to be lost for a few whipping ; and away went 
she, dragging her culprit into the presence of his tormentor, who ^ 
i)y this act of liers became master ftf broom field. Experience 
had convinced him that the success of his invention corresponded 
with its felicity. He therefore went on improving the mind and 
manners of the little grandee at the expense of my skin. Ee- i 
mofse for his delinquencies was to bo excited only by sympathy ; 
so Ihht whenever it became necessary to make a bloody exampn^ 
my seat of vengeance waa firked most unmercifully The run» 
ning account between young Leganez and mo was all om<one sidct 
and scarcely a day passed but he sinned on tick and suffered by 
attorney. j3y the nearest calculation of whole^ numbers, there 
went somew'here about a hundred cuts to teach him each sionle 
letter of the alphabet ; so that if you multiply 100 by 24 for 
stupidity, and add an 0 to the amount for moral offences, you 
will have the sum total of the belabouring that his education 
cost me. 

This thick and threefold companionship with birch was not the 
only rub ; my path through tnis family was more beset with 
thorns than sweetened by Sowers. As my birth and connections 
were no secret, the whole of the establishment, to the very refuse 
of the household, the stable-boys and scullions, twitted me with { 
my shameful origin. This stuck so terribly in my throat that I 
made my escape once more, but not without borrowing my tutor’s 
ready money, amounting to upwards of a hundred and fifty 
ducats, for an indefinite period, and without interest. Thus was 
the account settled between us, since he had made a property of 
my hide for a scarecrow, it was but fair that I should have a 
finger in the earnings of his arm. For a first attempt at thieving 
both the plan and execution were hopeful. A hue and cry was 
raised for two days, it was hot while it lasted, but I lay snug, 
and they missed mo. Madrid was no longer a fit hiding-place, 
so I took to cover in Toledo, and the bounds were thrown out. 

I was just then entering into my fiftlenth year. What a 
happy fellow, at such an early age, to shapSmy own conduct and 
be in a condition of fonamg a set of moraA for myself 1 I soon 
scraped acquaintance with some pleasant youths, who rescued 
me »om the dominion of prejudice, and shai^d libendly with me 
in the sin of spending what was not my own. By degrees 1 rose y 
VL society and leagu^ myself with a set of professional sharpers, 
who found me so fine a subject to wrork upon, that a short time, 
widi plenty of practice, ptit me in possessica of all the most 
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desperite jobs. At the expiration of five years, an itch for tra* 
Tellmg laid hold of me. i therefore took leave of my comrades 
and got aa far as Alcantara, wishing to commence my ncregrina- 
lions with the province of Estrem^ura. in this my first excur- 
sion, an opportunity of keeping in my hand occurred; and 1 was 
too ^ligeut a practitioner to let it escape. As I was on foot, and 
loaded moreover with a pretty heavy knapsack, 1 halted from 
time to time to avail myself of the shade, and recruit a little 
under the trees which linedithe highway. At one of these baitj 
I picked up»twg young gentlemen, who were chatting at their 
ease upon the grass, and inhaling the freshness of the breeze. 
My mode of accosting them was suited to the occasion ; nor did 
its familiarity seem to be taken in ill part. The eldest eould,not 

more than fiftetm — a couple of as practicable greenhosns as 
^ver fell ii^to the hands of a man of genius. Courteous stranger, 
said the voungest, w e are the sons of two rich citizens at Pla- 
centia. Longing extremely to see the kingdom of Portugal, w e 
have each of us begged a hundred pistoles from our friends, and 
are setting out to satisfy our curiosity. Travelling on foot ns we 
do, we shall be able to get a good way with tliat siipjily, shall w^e 
not? What do you think of it? If I had as much, answered I, 
they might take me who could catch me. 1 would scour over 
the four known quarters of the globe, and then set out on new 
discoveries. Eire and fury I Two liundred nistoh^s ! Why it 
is an entail for a dukedom ! You ought to lay by out of the 
interest. If it is agreeable to you, gentlemen, I w ill club with 
you as far *88 Almeria, w hitlier 1 am going to take possession of 
an estate left me by an uncle who was settled there for tw^enty 
years or upw ards. 

My young cockneys testified at once the ])lca8ure they should 
derive from my company. Whereupon, when wo were all three 
a little refreshed, we trudged on towards Alcantara, where we 
arrived early in the afternoon. No inn but the best was fit to 
hold such guests. We asked for a room, and were shown into 
one where tliere was a press with a good strong lock upon it. 
Supper was ordered without delay ; but as some time was re- 
quired to get it ready, J proposed to my travelling companions a 
gentle saunter about the town. The party seemed perfectly 
agreeable. We locl^d up our knapsacks in the press, the key of 
wnich one of the cit'^iens put in his pocket, and out sallied we 
from the inn. The c’Airches w^ere tffc best lions we met w'ith in 
our way ; and wtfjile w’cre*gaping abqut the principal, I pre- 
tended to have recollected on a sudden ^somo very urgent busi- 
ness. Gentlemen, said 1 to #ny companions, it has just come 
across me that a good man of Toledo gave me a commission to say 
two w'ords on his behalf to a merchant who lives hard by this 
church. Have the goodness to wait for m^ here, 1 will be back 
in a moment. With this excusei 1 w^t ofi' like a shot, in the di» 
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reotioi: of otir inn. The prese was my point of attack— I fomd 
the lock, ransacked the baggage of my young citizens, and laid a ^ 
sacrilegious hand on ftheir pistoles. Boor youths! How they 
were to pay their reckoning, it was not for me to presume even 
to guess, for most assuredly I stripped them of all the natural 
means. After this feat, I decamped as expeditiously as niy legs 
could carry me from the town, and took the direction of Meri£i, 
without caring a curse what became of the young brood I had 
iplucked, i 

Such a windfall as this placed me in a condition «of travelling 
merrily. Though in the very blush of youth, a certain forecast 
was not wanting to carry me discreetly through the world, and 
kee^ my head above water. It must be admitted without ques- ' 
tion,4hat I was a youth of forward parts for my age, and uii|^ 
fettered by the prejudices of innocence. I determined to buy a 
mule, and cheapened one at the first market town. " My knap* 
sack was metamorphosed into a portmanteau, and by flegrees I 
began to put on the man of consequence. On the third day a 
man came across me singing vespers with lunge like »a pair of 
bellows on the highway. By his air, he seemed to be a musician 
of the church establishment, and I accosted him accordingly. 
Well done, my holy howler of the hallelujahs I You sing your 
penitential ditties at a good jovial pitch. To all appearance you 
sol-fa with your whole heart and soul. Good sir, replied he, I 
belong, with your good leave, to the musical department of the 
catholic church ; and it is my common practice to keep my devo- 
tion and my wind in play by the rehearsal of an anthem or two 
as I travel along the road. 

With this disposition to be sociable, we soon got into conversa- ' 
tion. It was clear to me that I had fallen in with a character not 
to be despised in point of shrewdness, nor indisposed to society 
and merriment. He was four or five-and-twenty. My com- 
panion being on foot, I slackened my pace, for the pleasure of 
chatting with him. Among other things, we talked about Toledo. 

I am perfectly well acquainted with that citv, said the brazen- 
lungea torturer of anthems. It was my residence for a consi- 
derable time, and my connections there are not fdtogether con- 
temptible. And in what part of the town, interrupted I, did 
you reside P In the New Street, was his ^answer. 1 was hand 
in glove with Don Vincent, de Buena Gifra, Don Matthias de 
Cordello, and two or three mher gentlemoi of very considerable 
fashion. We lived tog,<mer ; took our n^^als the same mras, 
and, in short, were scs^rcely ever asunder. It was a charming 
society ! This avowal was no smril surprise to me, for it is to be ^ 
understood, that the gentlemen whose names he cited with so . 
pompous an air were the very sharpers with whom I had been ^ 
affiliated at Toledo. Why, thou degenerate vicar choral I ex- 
claimed I, these fine bladapof whom tmou hast been boasting arc 
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ttiioiiff the number of my acquaintance also, for I too have Ured 
with mem in the New Street ; we were hand in ^love, took our 
meals at the same mess, and, in short, were acarcely ever asunder. 

You are a wa^ ! replied he, with a knowing wink, that is to say, 
you got into the gang three years ago, when I left it. My mo^ 
tive tor quitting such a worshipful fraternity, resumed I, was an 
itch for travelling. I mean to make the tour of Spain. A little 
more knowledge of the world will make me quite another thing. 
Doubtlesss, said he, there Is no boasiblo way but travelling t<y‘ 
rub off the rUst.^or bring wit, talent, and address to uerfeotion. 

It is for the self-same reason that I too turned my back upon 
Toledo, though the time glided away there very agreeably, but 
thanks to a kind providence, wliich has yoked me with a«la- 
fcourer in my own vineyard, when I least expected it. Let us i 
Jbin our forces, let us travel the same road, lot us make a joint- 
Stock out of our neighbours’ purses, let us rob, lot us clieat, let 
us avail ourselves of every opportunity that may offer of exem- 
plifying our theory, and improving our practice, m the noble art 
on whiclf our sFill is employed. 

The proposal was macie in so candid a spirit, so like a eitusen 
of the world, untainted w’ith tlio scHishness of your honest men, 
that I closed in with it at once. My confidence w as surrendered 
at the first summons to the frankness w'ith which he volunteered 
his own. We spoke our free hearts eacli to the other. I dilated 
all my pilgrimage, and he spake of most disastrous chances, of 
moving accidents througli w hich ho had passed even from his 
boyish daf s to this very moment of his ripe and rampant ro- 
guery. It appeared that ho w as on his w ay from rortalcgro, 
whence ho had been obliged to decamp with tho^ utmost expe- 
dition on account of a little swindling transaction in wJiich uis 
luck happened not to keep pace with his ingenuity. Tlio habit 
he wore was sacrilegiously adopted as a clonk to his person and 
real cWacter, since he thought it safest to bo near the church, 
however far from God. Thus did w’c two share all our counsel, 
and pledge our brother’s vows, till we grew togetlier like a 
doubm cherry, and determined, with two seeming bodies but one 
heart, to incorporate our voices and minds in some masfer-stroko 
at Merida. It it took, w'ell and good ; if not, we had only to cut 
and rOn. From this moment, community of goods, that pure 
and simple feature of 'jpatriarchal lif(s w^as enacted as a law be- 
tween us. Moralez, A is true, for thfct^was my fellow traveller’s 
name, did not find Ijimself ih the moN^splcndid condition pos- 
sible. His funds were limited to five qr six ducats, with a few 
little articles in a bag. I therefore was the monied man of the 
firm ; but then there was brass in his forehead for an inexhaustible 
coinage, and the seeming of a saint when he played the devil 
most. So on we journeyed on the ride-and-tie principle, and 
rived in humble cavalcaae at Merida,^ 
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We putnp at an inn near the skirts of the town, where my. 
comrade changed his dress. When he had rigged himself in ' 
layman’s attire, we teok a turn up and down, to reconnoitre the 

g 'ound, and see if we could pick out some opportunity of labour- 
g in our vocation. Had it been our good fortune to have 
lived before Homer, that old apologist for sharping by wholesale 
would have dignified our excursion with a simile. 

Not half so keen, fierce vultures of the chase 
Stoop from the mountains on thf feathered race, &c. 

To descend into plain prose, we were ruminating on the chapter 
of accidents, and hammering out some theme for the employment 
of our industry, when we espied a grey-headed old gentleman in j 
the street, sword in hand, defending himself against three mc®^ 
who were thrusting at him with all their might and main. The 
unfairness of the match was what stuck in my throat : so that 
flying, with the spirit of a prize-fighter, to see fair play, I made 
common cause with the old man. Moralez followed up my blows. 
We proved ourselves a match for the three assalants, und put 
them completely to tlie rout. 

Our rescued friend was profuse in his acknowledgmenW. We 
are in rapture, said I, at our good luck in being here so season* 
ably for your assistance ; but let us at least know to whom we 
have been so fortunate as to be serviceable ; and what induce- 
ment those three men could possibly have for their murderous 
attempt. Gentlemen, replied he, my obligations are too great to 
hesitate about satisfying your curiosity ; my name is^erome de 
Moyadas, a gentleman of this town, living on my mdans. One of ^ 
these cut-throdt rascals, from whomyouhave rescued me, professes ’ 
to be in love with my daughter. He asked her of me in marriage 
within these few days ; and for want of gaining my consent in a 
quiet way, has just attempted to force himself iuto my daughter’s 
good graces, by sending me into the otherworld. Andmay wetake 
the liberty, rejoined I, of enquiring further, why you weresoobdu* 
rate to the proposals of this enamoured swam ? I will explain 
the whole to you at once, said he. I had a brother, a merchant 
in this town ; his name was Austin. Two months ago he hap- 
pened to be at Calatrava, and took up his abode with his corre- 
spondent, Juan Velez de la Membrilla. Tb^y got to be as loving 
as turtles ; and my brother^ to clench th? connection, engaged 
my daughter Florence to hfb good friend’^on, not doubting W 
he had mfluence enoud^ith me tb redee^ his pledge when he 
returned to Merida, ^cordingly, he no sooner opened himself 
on the subject than I consented ont of pure fraternal afifection. 
He sent Florence’s picture to Calatrava : but, aks 1 he did not 
live to put the finishing hand to his own work. Wo laid him ^ 
with his forefathers three weeks ago! On his death-bed, ho 
besought me not to dispose of my girl but in &vour of his corro* 
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3pondent*8 son. I satisfied his mind on that point ; and this is 
f the reason why I have refused Florence to the suitor by whom 
I was assaulted, though the match would Imve been a very de« 
sirable one. But my word is m v idol ; ana we are in daily ex- 
pectation of Juan \ elez de la Meinbrilla^s heir, who is to be my 
son-in-law, though I know no more of him, nor of his father 
neither, than if they were just imported from an undiscovered 
island. But I beg pardon ; this is an old man*s garrulity. Yet 
you yourselves led me into^he scrape. ^ 

This tale did I swallow with a greedy ear ; and pouncing at 
once upon a paft to play, which my fruitful imagmation sug- 
gested, I put on an air of inordinate surprise, and ventured at 
\ all hazards to lift my eyes upward to a purer region. T}ien 
fuming to my father-in-law, with an expression of feeling which 
\othing but nypocrisy could personate ; Ah ! Signor de Moya- 
das, is it possible that, on my arrival at Merida, I should enioy 
the hearffelt triumph of rescuing from foul assassination the no- 
noured parent of my peerless love P Tliis oxelamation produced 
all the aitonisliiuent it was levelled to excite in the old citizen. 
EvenMoralez himself stared like an honest man, and shewed by 
his face that there was a dt^greo of impudence to w^hich his con- 
ceptions had not hitherto risen. What I do not ray ears deceive 
me P .exclaimed the old gentleman. And are you really the son 
of my brother’s coiTcspondcnt P Beally and truly. Signor Je- 
rome do Moyadas, rejoined I with impregnable cflroiitory, and 
a hug round his neck that had nearly sent him after his brother. 
Behmd tlie selected mortal of his species, to whoso arms the 
adorable Flcwence is devoted ! But these nuptial anticipations, 

^ transporting as they arc, must yield to the anguish of my soul 
for the demise of their founder. Poor Austin! lie is gone, and 
wo must all follow ! I should be ingratitude personified, if my 
heart was not lacerated and rent by the death of a man to whom 
I owe all my hopes of bliss. At the term of this period, I 
SQueezed good Jeromc^s wezand once more, and drew the back 
ot my hand across my eyes, to wipe aw ay the tears it had not 
been convenient to shed. Morale/., w ho by this time had conned 
over the pretty pickings to be made out of this juggle, was not 
wanting to play his underpart. He passed himself off for my 
servant, ana improved upon his master in lamentation for the 
untimely death of Signor Austin. My honoured master Jerome, 
exclaimed he, what a/oss have you thtstained, since your brother 
is no more i Ho wasisuch ai> honest Honest men are not 

to be met with ^every day. A superlin^ sample of commerce I 
A dealer in friendship without a per ccni'age ! A dealer in mer- 
chandize without an underhand advautagel A dealer who dealt 
I as dealers very seldom do deal ! 

We had our liands to play against a man who was a novice at 
the game. Simple and cullible, so far from smeliing out the rat* 
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he took his itink for a nosegay. And why, said he, did you 
come straight to my house? It was not friendly to put up at 
an inn. On the fooyng we are likely to be upon, there should 
be none of those punctilios. Sir, said Morales, helping me out 
of the scrape, my master is a little too much given to stand upon 
ceremony. Though to be sure, in the present instance, he is in 
some degree excusable for declining to appear before you in this 
uncouth trim. We have been robbed uuon the road, and have 
\o8t all our travelling equipage. 5^ laa, interrupted I, has let 
the cat out of the bag, oignor de Mx)yadas. This unlucky acci- 
dent has prevented me from paying my respects sooner, ^ue 
love is diffident ; nor could I venture in this garb into the pre- 
senpe of a mistress who was unaenuainted with my person. I 
was therefore waiting the return or a servant whom I have sen^ 
to Calatrava. Such a trifle, rejoined the old man, must not 
deprive us of your company ; and I insist upon it, that you make 
my house your home from this very moment. 

\Vith such sort of importunity, he forced me into Rip family ; 
but as we were on our way, the pretended robbeiy was** a natu- 
ral topic of conversation ; and I should have made light of my 
baggage, though the loss was very considerable, had not Flo- 
rence's picture unluckily formed a part of the booty ! The old 
codger chuckled at that, and observed, that such a loss was 
easily repaired : the original w'as worth five lumdred per cent, 
more than the copy. To make me amends, as soon as we got 
home, he called his daughter, a girl of not more than sixteen, 
with a person to have reclaimed a libertine, if b*?auty ever 
possessed that power except in romance. You behold, said he, . 
the bale of goods my late brother has consigned to you. Oh! ^ 
my good sir, exclaimed I in an impassioned tone, words are not 
wanting to assure me that this must be the lovely Florence : 
those bewitching features are engraven on my memory, their 
impression is indelible on my heart. If the portrait I have lost, 
the mere outline of these embodied charms, could kindle passion 
by its cold and lifeless likeness, judge what must be my agitation, 
my transport at this moment. Such language is too flattering 
to be sincere, said Florence ; nor am I so weak, and vain as to 
be persuaded that my merits warrant it. That is right I inter- 
change your fine speeches, my children ! j This was a good- 
natured encouragement from the father, who at once left me 
alone withhis daughter, and making Moralezi^ide, said to hhn; My 
friend, those who made fO ' free wiU your Ikggagse, doubtless did 
not stand upon any ceremony with your money. Very true, sir, 
answered my colleague ; an overpowering band of robbers poured 
down upon us near Castil-Blazo, and left us not a rag but what 
we carry on our backs ; but we are in momentary expectation < 
of receiving bills of exchange, and then we shdl appear onae 
more like ourselves. 
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While you are waiting for your bills of exchange, replied the 
old man, taking a purse out of his pocket, here are a hundred ^ 

S ifitoles with which you may do os you plcc^je. Oh, sir ! rejoined 
foralez, as if he were shocked, my master will never take them. 
You do not know him. Heaven and earth ! he is a man of the 
nicest scruples in money matters. Not one of your shabby feU 
lows, always spunging upon his friends, and ready to take up 
money wherever he can get it 1 llunning in debt is ratsbane to 
him. If he is to beg Ixis If oad or go into an hospital, why therf 
is an end of at ! but os for borrowing, he vrill never be reduced 
to that. So much the better ! said the good burgess : I value 
him the more for his independence. Kunning in debt is a mean 
thing ; it ought to bo ratsbane to him and everybody else. Your 

S K)^e of quality, to be sure, may plead prescription ii^ their 
vour ; there is a sort of privileged swindling, not incompatible 
with hi^hHionour, in high life. If tradesmen were to be paid, 
they would be too nearly on a level with their employers. But 
as your mftster has such upright principles, heaven forbid they 
should be violated in this house I Since any oiler of pecuniary 
assistance would hurt his feelings, we must say no more about it. 
As the point seemed to be settled, the purse was for steering its 
course back again into the pocket ; but my provident partner laid 
holiof Signor do Moyadas by the arm, and delayed tlie convoy. 
Stay, sir, said he, wliatev(‘r aversion my master may have to 
borrowing on a gc'iieral principle, and considered as borrowing, 
yet there is a light in which, with good management, he may bo 
brought to look kindly on your Imndrcd pistoles. In fact, it is 
only in a Mercantile point of view% as an ati’air of debtor and 
creditor betw eeii strangers, that he holds this fonnal doctrine j 
but he is free and easy enough w here ho is on a family footing. 
Why, there is his ow ii father ! It is only ask and have ; and he 
does ask and have accordingly. Now you are going to bo a 
second father to him, and are faiily entitled to be jmt on the 
same conlidential footing. He is a young man of nice discrimi- 
nation, and will doubtless think you entitled to the compliment. 

By thus shifting his ground, Moralez got possession of the old 
gentleman’s purse. As for the girl and myself, we wore engaged 
in a little agreeable flirting ; but wx*ro soon joined by our ho- 
noured parent, w'hop interrupted our tete4-tete. He told Flo- 
rence how much he was obliged to me, and expressed his gratitude 
to myself, in terms viiich left no doilbt of our being a very happy 
family. I macie the ^post of bo favourable a disposition, by telling 
the good man, that it he would bestow o^ mo an acknowledgment 
the nearest to my heart, he ^must hasten my marriage with his 
daughter. My eagerness was not taken amiss. He assured me, 
that in throe days at latest 1 should be a happy bridegroom, and 
that instead of six thousand ducats, the fortune he bod promised 
to give my wife, he would make it up ten, as a substantial proof 
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how deeply he felt himself indebted to me for the service I had 
rendered him. 

Here we were, theq^fore, quite at home with our good friend 
Jerome de Moyadaa, sumptuously entertained, and catching 
every now and then a vista vision of ten thousand ducats, with 
which we proposed to march ofl' abruptly from Merida. Our 
transports, however, were not without tlieir alloy. It was by no 
means improbable that within three days the bona fide son of 
Huan Velez de la Membrilla might coq;.e and interrupt our sport. 
This fear had for its foundation more than the weafcoess of our 
nerves. On the very next morning, a sort of clodpole, with a 
portmanteau across his shoulders, knocked at the door of Flo- 
rence’s father. I was not at home at the time, but my colleague 
had tc^bear the brunt of it. Sir, said the rustic to our sagacious^ 
friend, I belong to the young gentleman at Calatrava who is to be 
your son-in-law — to Signor de la Membrilla. We have both just 
come oif our journey : he will be here in an instant, and 'sent me 
forward to prepare you for his arrival. Hardly had these unac- 
countable tidings been announced, when the master appeared in 
person ; which stretched the old fellow’s blinkers into a stare, 
and put Moralez a little to the blush. 

Young Pedro was what we call a tall fellow of liis inches. 
He began at once paying his compliments to the master oS the 
house ; but the good man did not give him time to finish his 
speech : and turning towards my partner in iniquity, asked what 
was tlie meaning of all this. licreupon Moralez, whose power 
of face was not to be exceeded by ainy human impudenwe, boldly 
asserted our identity, and said to the old gentleman~Sir, these 
two men here before you belong to the gang which pillaged us on 
the highway. I Jiave a perfect recollection of their features ; and 
in particular could swear to him who has the effrontery to call 
himself the son of Signor Juan Velez de la Membrilla. The old 
citizen gulped down the lies of Moralez like nectar, and told the in- 
truders, on the supposition of their being the impostors —Gentle- 
men, you are come the day after the fair ; the trick was a very 
good one, but it will not pass ; the enemy has taken the ground 
before you. Pedro de la Membrilla has been under thi^ roof since 
yesterday. Have all your wits about you, answered the young man 
from Calatrava ; you are nursing a viper in your bosom. Be as- 
sured that Juan Velez de la Memorilla has neither chick nor child 
but myself. And what re^on is the banyan to you P replied 
the ola dupe ; you are hej^r kuowmthan lik^ in ljus house. Can 
you look this young mail in the face P or can you deny that you 
robbed his master ? If T were anywhere but under your roof, 
rejoined Pedro in a rage, 1 would punish the insolence of th» 
scoundrel who fancies to pass me off for a highwayman. He is 
indebted for his safety to your presence, whi^ puts a curb upon 
my cboler. Good sir, pursued ne, you are grossly imposed on. 
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I tm the favoored youth to whom vour brother Austin has pro* 
(fOised your daughter. Is it your pleasure for me to produce the 
whole correspondence with my rather on the subject of the 
impending match ? Will you be satisfied wSh Florence’s picture 
sent me by him as a present a little while before his death P 

No, put in the old burgess crustily ; the picture will work just* 
as strongly on my conviction as the letters. I am perfectly 
aware by what chance they all fell into your hands ; and if you 
will take a stupid fellow’s ^dvice, Merida will soon be riaof 
such rubbish.. A quick march may save you a trouncing. This 
is beyond all beaming, screamed out the young royster with an 
overwhelming vehemence. My name shall never be stolon from 
me, and assumed by a common cheat with impunity ; neither 
^sll my person be confounded mill that of a freebooter. Th^ro 
Jte those in this town who can identify me : they are forth- 
coming, and shall expose the fallacy by which you are nrcyudieed 
against nft. With tuis assurance ho withdrew, attended by his 
servant, and Morales kept possession of the field. The adven- 
ture had even tb^ efiect at determining Jerome de Moyadas to fix 
the wedding for the very time being. Accordingly he went his 
way, for the purpose of giving the necessary orders for the cele- 
bration. 

Though my colleague in knavery was well enough pleased to 
see Florence’s father in a humour so pat for our purposes, he 
was not without certain scruples of conscience about our safety. 
It was to be feared, lest the probable proceedings of Pedro migfit 
bo followed up by awkwara consequences ; so that ho waited 
' impatiently for my arrival, to make mo acquainted with what 
I?haa occurred. I found him over head and ears in a brown study. 

^ WW is the matter, my friend P said I, seemingly there is somo- 
th^g upon your mind. Indeed there is ; ana something that 
will be minded, answered he. At the same time ho let me into 
the affair. Now you may judge, added he after a pause, whe- 
ther we have not some food for reflection. It is your ill star, 
rash contriver, which has thrown us into this perplexity. The 
idea, it must be confessed, was full of fire and ingenuity ; had it 
answered in- the application, your renown would have been em- 
blazonea in the chronicles of our fraternity ; but according to 
present appearances, jhc run of luck is against us, and my coun- 
sels incline to a prudent avoidance of all explanations, by quietly 
sneaking off with the aiarket-penny to have made of the silly 
old fellow’s creMity. ♦ . . 

Master Moralez, replied I to this desp<«iding speech, you rive 
way to difficulties with more^ haste tMn cood speed, ouch 
pusillanimity does but little honour to Don Matthias de Cordel, 
and the other gallant blades with whom you were affiliated at 
Toledo. After serving a campaign under such experienced gene- 
rals, it is not soldierly to shnnk from the perils or the field. For 
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my part, I am resolred to fight the battles of *the8e heroes oref 

S in, or, in more vulgar phrase, to prove myself a chip frcnh th^ 
blocks. The precipice which makes your head turn giddy 
only stiffens my sintws to surmount the toils of the way, and 
push forward to the end of our career. If you arrive at your 
loumey’s end in a whole skin, said my companion, I will myself 
be your biographer, and set your fame far Aove all the parallels 
of rlutarch. 


Just as Moralez was finishing this^learned allusion, Jerome de 
•Moyadas came in. You shall be my son-in-law this very even- 
ing, said he. Your servant must have given yeu an account of 
what has just passed. What say you to the impudence of the 
scoundrel who wanted to, make me believe tliat he was the son of - 
my brother’s correspondent ? Honoured sir, answered I, with ^ 
mela'hcholy air, and in a tone of voice the most insinuating thay 
ever cajoled the easy faith of a dotard, I feel within me that it is 
not in my nature to carry on an imposition witliout betraying it 
in my countenance. It now becomes nccessaiy to make you a 
sincere confession. I am not the son of Juan Velez de,la Mem- 
briUa. What is it you tell me P interrupted the old man, out of 
breath with surprise, and out of his wits with apprehension. So 
then ! you are not the young man to whom my brother. ... For 
pity’s sake, sir, interrupted I in my turn, condescend give 
me a hearing patiently to the end of my story. For these eight 
days have I doted to distraction on your daughter ; and this 
dotage, this distraction has riveted mo to Merida. Yesterday, 
after having rescued you from your danger, I was making up my 
mind to ask her of you in marriage j but you gave a ciieck to my 
passion and put a tie upon my tongue, by the intelligence that., 
she was destined for another. You told me that your brother, 
on his deathbed, enjoined you to give her to Pedro de la Mem- 
brilla; that your word was pledged, and that you were the 
sworn vassal and bondman of your veracity. These circum- 
stances, it must be owned, w^cre overwhelming in the extreme ; 
and my romantic passion, at the last gasp of its despair, gained 
breath by the stratagem with which the god of love inspired me. 

1 must at the same time declare, that a trick is at the best but a 
mean thing, and, however sanctified by the motive, my conscience 
recoiled at the delusion. Yet I could not but think that my 
pardon would be granted on the discovery, 'when it should come 
out that I was an Italian pjiince, travelling through this country 
as a private gentleman. ^'My fathpr reigns supreme over a nest 
of inaccessible valley s^J^^ing between Swiiierlatfd, the Milanese, 
and Savoy. It could not hut occur to me that you would be 
agreeably su^rised when I should unfold to you my birth, and 
having married Florence under my fictitious character, should ^ 
announce to her the rank she had attained, with all the rapture 
of an enamoured husband, and all the stage effect of a hero in 
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*tr^edv or romanco. But heaven, pursued I, vrith an hypo* 
oriticul softeninpf down of my accents, has visited my sins l)y 
catting me off from such a perennial stream of joy. Pedro (fe 
la Membrilla was introduced upon the scene ; he must have his 
^amo back again whatever the restitution may cost me, Yodr 
promise binds you hand and foot to fix upon him for your son- 
in-law ; it is your duty to give him the freferenoe, without 
taking my rank and station into the account ; without mercy oiW? 
the forlorn condition to whltdi you are going to reduce me. To 
be sure, it nfiglii be said, but then I shoidd say it who ought 
not to say it, that your brother had only tlie autliority of an 
uncle over your daughter, that you are her father, and that 
L there is more right and reason in diseliarging an actual delft of 
jjjjratitude towards y<uir preserver, tlmii iu being mealy-mefa tiled 
about a v«n*bnl promise, ^hieh would press but lightly on the 
consciencM' of the most sc-rupulous casuist. 

Yes, witliout doubt, that argument is indisputable, exclaimed 
Jerome de Moyadas ; and on that ground tJicro can no longer be 
any question bt^iween you and Pedro do la Membrilla. If my 
brother Austin were still living, he would not think it had mo- 
rality to give the preference to a man uho has savcai my life, nor 
a bad speculation to close the bargain with a prince wJjo lias not 
disdafhed to court our alliance. It were an al)8(»lute suicide on 
the part of all mv Ojauiing ])ro8j)ecis ; the frantic desperation of 
an ackno\^ lodged incurable, not to dispose of my daugliter so 
illustriously, not to solicit youi; highness's acceptance of her hand. 
And yet, sir, resumed 1, these things are not to be determined 
j^without due deliberation ; look at your own inten'sts and safety 
^'with a microscopic eye, for thouch the illustrious channel througli 

which my bh»od has flowed for ages ^"ou are scarcely 

serious, interrupted he, iu supjiosing that T can licKitatc for a 
moment. ]No, may it please your higlnu‘ss ; it is my most luim- 
ble and earnest request that you will deign, on this very (‘vening, 
to honour the Inqipy Florence with your hand. Well then ! said 
I, be it so } go yourself and bo the bearer of the unlooked- 
for tidings, announce to her the brilliant career of her exalted 
destiny. 

While the good citizen was putting his best foot foremost, (o 
instil into his daughter that she had iruule the coiHpje.st of a 
prince, Moralez, who bad taken in whole conversation with 
greedy ear, threw’ liimself upop liis ki^.s before me, and did ho- 
mage in these ba#iteriig £5 terms. Most poU*nt, grave, and august 
Italian prince, son of a sovereign, 8upn‘mc over a nest of inac- 
cessible valleys, lying betwceif Swilzerland, the Milanese, and 
Savoy, permit me to humble myself at your liighriess s feet, in 
bumble acknowledgment of tlie ecstacy into which you have 
thrown me, By the honour of a swindler, you are one of the 
wonders of our world. 1 alwais thought myself the first man 
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in the line ; but in good truth I doff my bonnet before von,., 
whose genius seems to supersede the lessons of experience. Then 
you are no longer unensy about the result, said I to my colleague 
in iniquity. Oh ! as to that, not in the least, answered he. I 
nt) longer care a fig for Master Pedro ; let him come as soon as^ 
he pleases, we are a match for him. Here we are, then, Mo- 
ralez and mys elf, safe seated on the saddle, and rising in our 
Mtirrups. We even went so far as to begin settling the course 
we should pursue with the fortune.ton which we reckoned so 
securely, that if it had already been in our pockets, •we could not 
have cnuckled more triumphantly over the proverb of a bird 
in the hand.** Yet we were not in actual possession, which is 
more than legal right ; and the sequel of the adventure proved < 
to us,^hat many things fall out between the cup and the lip. .. r 

We very soon saw the young man of Calatrava returning. H^e 
was accompanied by two citizens and by an alguazil, w'hose dig- 
nity w as as much supported by his whiskers, and by the lower- 
ing overcast of his sw^arthy aspect, as by tlie weight of his ofiicial 
character. Florence’s father w as of the party. Signor °de Moy- 
adas, said Pedro to him, here are three honest people come to 
answer for me ; they are acquainted w'ith my person, and can tell 
you who I am. Yea, undoubtedly, exclainud the alguazil, I can 
depose to the fact. I certify to all those whom it may coficern, 
that you are known to me : your name is Pedro, and you are the 
only son of Juan Valez dc la Membrilla: wdiosoever dares to 
maintain the contrary is an impostor. I believe you implicitly, 
master alguazil, said the good creature Jerome ^e^Moyadas, 
rather drily. Your evidence is gospel to me. as w ell as that of j 
these fair and honest tradesmen you have brouglit with you, 
am fully satisfied tliat the young gentleman on whose behalf you 
come is the only son of my brother’s correspondent. But what 
is tliat to me P I am no longer in the humour to give him my 
daughter, so there is an end of that. 

Oh ! then it is quite another matter, said the alguazil. I only 
come to your house for the purpose of assuring you that tlus 
young man is no impostor. You have the autliority of a parent 
over yottr child, and no one has any right to dictate to you liow 
you are to marry her, and whether you will or no. Neither do 
I on my part, interrupted Pedro, pretend to lay any force on 
the inclinations of Signor de Moyadas ; but he w^ill perhaps allow 
me to ask him wdiy he ha^'so suddenly changed his resolution. 
Has he any reason to by dissatisfiea with met ^Alas ! let me at 
least understand, that ki losing the sw eet hope of becoming his 
son-in-law’, my promised bliss ha?r not been wrested from me by 
any misconduct of my ow n. I have no complaint to make of 
you, answered the old man ; nay, I w'ill even tell you more ; it*^ 
18 with sincere sorrow that I find myself under the necessity of 
b^:aking my word with you, and I heartily beseech you to for- 
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jnve me for having done so. I am persuaded that you are too 
generous to bear me any iL-will for having thrown the balance 
into the scale of a rival, who has saved my life. You see him 
here, jmrsued he, introducing my noble sell, this is the illustrious 
pei’sonage who threw round mo the shield of his protection in 
my great peril : and, the better still to apologize for my seem- 
inglv harsli treatment of yourself, you are to know Unit he is an . 
ItMlian prince. ^ / 

At these l^jst words, Pt^dro was dumb-foimded, and looked as 
.if he could not h?lp it. The two tradesmen onened their eyes as 
.wide as tliey could stare, with surprise at iiiiding themselves for 
V first time in prineelv society. But the alguazil, in the hjibit 
loi)king at things with the cross eye of suspicion, divinci^most 
pei*spicuously that this marvellous adventure must he a eom- 
plete humbag ; and the verification of the prophecy was calcu- 
latcd to jTUt money into the jmcketof the prophet. He therefore 
conned over my countenance uith a very inquisitive regard; 
but as my features, which were new to justice, threw him out 
most cruelly from hunting down the game he was in cliase of, he 
Jiad no alternative hut to try his Im^ on my companion. Lhi- 
fortunately for my highness of the inaccessible valleys, ho knew 
again Uio hang-dog features of Moralez; and recollecting to have 
seen nim witl»in the purlieus of a gaol, Ay, ay ! exclaimed he, 
this is one of my estahlislied customers. Tins gentleman is a 
particular accpiaintancc of mine, and you may tnki^ his cliaraetcr 
from me fojr one of the rankest rascals within the kingdoms and 
principalities Spain, Softly, look before you leap, most ad- 
venturous alguazil, said JiToine do Moyadas ; this lad, of whom 
•you draw so unfavoiirable a picture, is in the travelling retinue 
of a prince. So much the better, retorted llic algua/.il ; a man 
would not desire clearer evidence on whii-li to bring in liis ver- 
dict. If wc can but hang the servant, we sliall soon send the 
master to the devil. The case is as undeniable as a feed coun- 
sel’s plea ; these pleasant 8])?irks are a couple of fortune-hunters, 
who nave laid their heads togdher to take you in. I am an old 
hound upon this scent; so that, byway of proof i)rc8umntivo 
that these merry vagabonds are within the contemplation or the 
law in that case provided, 1 shall lodge them w here they will be 
well taken care of. Incy will have plenty of time for meditation 
under the chastising pliilosophy of a f^nkey ; or should confine- 
ment fail to mend their morale, wc liawe a sort of tangible disci- 
pline, which insinuatci reformation by ilfb inlet of a smarting 
tide. Stop there, and betliink jrou in good time, master officer, 
Irejoined the old gentleman : we must not draw tluj cord tighter 
tmm it will bear. You never make any bones, you liangers-ou 
of the law, about hurting the feelings or better men than your- 
selves. May not this servant be a common cheat, without his 
master being a swindler P Princes are persons of honour aa a 
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matter of course ; yet the retainers to a court are inordinate 
rascals ; it requires no conjurer to find that out Are you play- 
ing into the hands of\our deluders, with your princes ^ inter- 
rupted the alguazil. This new manufacturer of false pretences 
is* a proficient, take my word for it ; but I shall quench his zeal 
in the service, and gravel the ingenuity of his partner, with a 
whereas and a commitment in due form. The scodts of justice 
all round the door, who will worry their game every inch of 
tlie chase, if they do not suffer themstlves to be taken quietly on 
their form. So come along, may it please your *erftie highness, 
let us proceed to our destination. 

This upshot of the business was a death-blow to me, as well as 
to Moralez ; and our confusion did but infuse doubts into the 
mindV Jerome do Moyadas, or lathor burned, sunk, and de- 
stroyed us in his esteem. He began rather to think, not without 
reason, that we liad some little design to impose on his credulity. 
Nevertheless he acted on this occasion in the spirit of a man of 
honour and a gentleman. My good friend and protector, said 
he to the alguazil, your eonjeetures may be uitlAut foundation; 
on the other hand, they may turn out to have too much truth in 
them. Wliiehcver of these alternatives may bo the fact, let us 
not look too curiously into their characters. They are both 
young, and have time enough for ameudment if they wdht it ; 
let thorn go their ways, and withdraw whithersoever it may best 
please thcni. Make no opposition, I beseech you, to their safe 
egress ; it is a favour u hicii you may consider as done to me, 
and my motive for asking it is to acquit myself qf my debt to 
them. If my heart was not too soft for my profession, answered 
the alguazil, 1 should lodge these pretty gentlemen in limbo, in 
defiance of all your ])leadmgs in their favour ; but your eloquence 
and my susceptibility have relaxed the stern demeanour of jus- 
tice for this evening. Let them, however, leave town on the 
spur of the occasion ; for if I come across them to-morrow, and 
there is any faith in an alguazil, they shall see such sport as 
will be no sport to them. 

When it was signified to Moralez and me, culprits as we were, 
that we were to be let off scot free, we polished up the brass 
upon our foreheads a little. It was time now to oounce and 
swagger, and to maintain that we were men of undeniable re- 
spectability ; but the algus«il looked askew at us, and muttered 
that least said was 60 on(^t menj^d. 1 do not know how, but 
those gentry have a sWangc knrxk of cur\ing our genius ; they 
are complete lords of the ascendant. Florence and her dowry 
therefore were lost to Pedro de la Membrilla by a turn of the 
dice, and we may conclude that he was received as the son-in- 
law of Jerome de Moyadas, I took to my heels with my com- 
panion. We blundered on the road to Truxillo, with the con- 
solation at our hearts of having at least pocketed a hundred pis- 
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teles by our frolic. An hour before night-fall we passed tiirougli 
a little village, with the intention of putting up for the evening at 
t he next stage. An inn of very tolerable awpearance for the place 
attracted our notice. The landlord and^landlady were sitting 
at the door, on a long bench such as usually graces a pot-house 
porch. Our host, a tall man, withered, and witli one foot in the 
grave, was t^kling on a cracked guitar to the unbounded emolu- 
ment of his wife, whose faculties seemed to hang in rapture on 
the performance. GtMitlemen, cried out the intrepid taver^ 
keeper, when lie found tin* wo were not upon the halt, you will 
do well to stop^icre ; you mav fare worse lurllier oil*. Tliore is 
a devil of a three leagues to tin* nearest village, and you will find 
nothing to make you amends for what you leave behind; you 
may assure yourselves of that. Take a word of advice, know 
when you are well used; I will treat you with the fat* of the 
land, andt'harge you at the lowest rate. There was no ri'sisting 
such a plea. We came up to our courteous enitTlainers ; paid 
them the compliments of course, and sitting down by their side, 
the corv'crsatipn was supported by all four on the indilferent 
topics of the (lay. Onr host announced liimself as an oflleer of 
the Holy Brotherhood, and his rib was a fat laughing stpiab of a 
Woman, w ith outward good nature, but w itli an (»ye to make the 
mosf of her commodities. 

Our discourse was broken in upon by the arrival of from 
twelve to fifteen riders, some mounted on mules, others on horse* 
back, followed by about thirty sumpieMnulcs laden with pack- 
ages. .AJi ! w hat a princely retinue ! exclaimed the landlord at 
the sight 06 so mucli eoin])any ; where can J put tiiem all P In 
an instant the village was crammed full of men ami beasts. As 
luck would have it, IIutc was near the inn an innmnso barn, 
where the sumpter-inulcs and their pm^kages were secured ; the 
saddle-mules and horses were taken care of in (jther jdaces. As 
(or their masters, they tliought less almut he8])eaking beds than 
about calling for tlic liill of fare, and ord(*ring a go(3d supper. 
The host and hostess, with a servant girl whom they kept, were 
ail upon the alert to make things agreeable. Tln‘y laid a heavy 
haim upon all the fowls in the )H)ullry-yard. These precious 
roasts, with some undisguised rabbits, cats in the masquerade of 
a fricassee, and a deluging tureen of soU]), stinking of cabbage 
and greasy with mfitton fat, were enough to have given a sick- 
enor to the inveterate stomachs of ^Lrogiment. 

As lor Moraicz and myself, w e casib a scrutinizing eye on these 
troopers, nor ^ere t|tcy behindliand in passing their secret judg- 
upon us. At last w'e came together in conversation, and 
it was proposed on our part? if they had no objection, that we 
should all sup together. They assured us that they should be 
extremely happy in our company. Here we are then, all seated 
round th^ table. There was one among them w bo seemed to tako 
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the lead ; and for whom the rest, though in the main they wero 
on the most intimate terms with him, thought it necessary on < 
some occasions to testify their deference. In case of a dispute, 
this hkh gentleman Assumed the umpire, he talked in a tone 
above tne common pitch, going so far sometimes as to contradict 
in no very courtly phrase the sentiments of others, who, far 
from giving him back his own, were ready to swear to his asser- 
tions and crouch under his rebuke. By accident ^he discourse 
turned on Andalusia. Moralez happening to launch out into 
the praise of Seville, the man about whom I have been talking 
said to him — My good fellow-traveller, you are 'ringing the 
chimes on the city which gave birth to me ; at least I am a 
native of the neighbourhood, since the little town of Mayrena is 
answerable for my appearance in the world. I have the same 
story to tell you, answered my companion. I am also of May- 
rena ; and it is scarcely possible but that our familiesishould be 
acquainted. Whose son arc you ? An honest notary’s* replied 
the stranger, by name Martin Moralez. As fate will have it, 
exclaimed my comrade with emotion, the adventure is .very re- 
markable ! You are then my eldest brother, Manuel Moralez P 
Exactly so, said the other, and if my senses do not deceive me, 
you your very self are my little brotlier Lewis, w'hom I left in 
the cradle wnen I turned my back upon my fathers house? 
I'cii are right in your conjectures, answered my honest colleague* 

At this discovery, they both got up from table, and almost hugged 
the breath out of each other’s bodies. At last Signor Manuel 
said to the company— Gentlemen, this circumstance is altogether 
marvellous. By mere chance, I have met with a brother and 
have been challenged by him, whom I have not seen for more than 
twenty years : allow me to introduce him. At once all the tra- 
vellers, wdio had risen from their seats out of curiosity and good 
manners, paid their compliments to the younger Moralez, and 
made him run the gauntlet through their salutations. When 
these w’cre over, the party returned to the table, nor did they 
think any more of an adjournment. Bed-time never entered 
into their heads. The two brothers sat next to one another, and 
talked in a whisper about their family affairs ; the other guests 
plied the bottle, and made merry in a louder key. 

Lewis had a long conference w ith Manuel : and afterwards 
taking me aside, said to me : All these troupers belong to the 
household of the Count de Montanos, whom the king has very 
lately appointed to the vice-/fe’gal gov^ernraent of Majorca. They 
are convoying the equipjjge of the viceroy tqAlicant, where they 
are to embark. My brother, who has risen to be steward to 
that nobleman, proposes to take me along with him ; and on the 
difficulty I started about leaving you, he told me that if you 
w'ould bo of the party, he would procure you a good birth. My 
dear friend, pursued he, 1 advise you not to stand out against 
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this proposal. Let us take flight together for the island of 
Majorca. If we And our quarters pleasant, we will fix there ; 
and if they are otherwise, we have nothing to do but to returu 
into Spain. • 

I accepted the proposal with the best grace possible. . What a 
reinforcement, in the person of young Alorau'Z and myself, to 
the household of the count ! We took our departure in a body 
from the inn,* before day -break. We got to the city of Alioaut 
by long stages, and tlic'ro I bought a guitar, and arranged myi 
dress in a manner suited fc my new destination, before we en/ 
barked. Ncfthiig ran in my head but the island of Majorca ; 
and Lewis Moralez was a new man ns well as myself. It sliould 
seem as though we had bid farewell to the rogueries of this 
wicked world. Yet, not to play tiie liar in the ear of so rigor- 
ous a confessor as my own eonseience, we had a mind^iot to 
pass for viilains incarnate, now that wc had got into company 
that haA some pretensions to decency ; and that was the sum 
total of our honesty. The natural bent of our genius remained 
mucli t|^o saiijj? ; wo were still men of business, but just now 
keeping a vacation. In short, we went on board gallantly and 
gaily in this lucid interval of innocence, and had no idea but of 
lauding at Majorca under the especial care of Ne])tune and 
AEol^s. Hardly, however, liad wo cleared the gulf of Alieant, 
wTien a sudden and violent storm arose, enougli to luive fright- 
ened belter men. Now is my opportunity, or never, to speak of 
moving accidents l)y flood ; to set tin* aiiuospherc on fire, and 
give a lojpder explosion to the tlmnder-cloiul i to compare the 
whistling ofUhe ^^inds to the factions of a populace, and tlie roll- 
iug of tlie waves to the shock of conllictiiig hosts; with other 
sucli ol(l-fashi()M(‘(l phrasi'ologies as have been heirlooms of Par- 
nas.sus from time imineinorial. Jhit it is useless to be poetical 
without invention. »Suflice it therefore to say, in slang metaphor, 
that the storm was a devil of a storm, and obliged us to stand in 
for the point of Cabnu'a. This is a (h'sert island, with a small 
fort, at that time garrisoned by an ollleer and five or six soldiers. 
Our reception was hosjiilable and cordial. 

As it was necessary for us to stay there some days, for the 
purpose of refitting our sails and rigging, we devised various 
kinaB of amusements to keep ofl’ the foul fiend, melancholy. 
Every one did as sibmed good in his own eyes : some played at 
cards, others diverted themselves k other ways; but as for me, 
I w'ent about exploring the i8land,^dth such of our gentry as 
had either a c^iosify or a taste for the^pieturesque. We were 
frequently obliged to clamber from rock to rock ; for tlie face of 
the countiT is rugged, and the soil scanty, presenting a scene 
difficult of access, but interesting from its wildness. One day, 
\Oiile we were speculatinjj on these dry and barren prospects, 
and extracting a moral from the vagaries of natiure, who oaa 
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swell into the fruitful mother and the copious nurse, or shrink 
into the lean and loathsome skeleton as she pleases, our sense 
was all at once regaled with a most delicious fragrance. We 
turned as with a conftnon impulse towards the east, whence. the 
scented gale seemed to come. To our utter astonisliment, we 
discovered among the rocks a green plat of considerable dimen- 
sions, gay with honeysuckles more luxuriant and more odorous 
than even those whicn thrive so greatly in the climate of Anda- 
^sia. We were not sorry to approach nearer these delicious 
^rubs, which were wasting their swhetuess in such unchecked 
profusion, when it turned out that they lined the ehtrance of a 
very deep cavern, Tlie opening was wide, and the recess in 
consequence partially illuminated. We were determined to 
explore ; and descended by some stone steps overgrown with 
flowert> on each side, so that it was difficult to say whether the 
approach was formed by art or nature. When we liadigot down, 
we saw several little streams winding over a sand, tbs yellow 
lustre of which outrivalled gold. These drew their sources from 
the continual distillations of the rock within, and lost themselves 
again in the hollows of the ground. The water looked so clear, 
that we were tempted to drink of it j and such was its fresh* 
ness, that we made a party to return the next day, with some 
bottles of generous wine, which we were persuaded would acquire 
now zest from the retreat where they were to be quaffed. 

It was not witliout regret that we left so agreeable a place : 
nor did w'e omit, on our return to the fort, boasting among our 
comrades of so interesting a discovery. The comniarijor of the 
fortress, however, with the warmest professions o£ friendship, 
warned us against going any more to the cavern, with which w^e 
were so much doliglited. And why so P said I, is there any 
thing to be afraid of P Most undoubtedly, answered he. The 
corsairs of Algiers and Tripoli sometimes Jaiul upon this island, 
for the purpose of watering at that spring. One day they sur- 
prised two soldiers of my garrison there, whom they carried into 
slavery. It was in vain that the officer assumed a tone of kind 
dissuasion; nothing could prevent us from going. .We fancied 
that he meant to play upon our fears ; and the day following I 
returned to the cavern with three adventurous blades of our 
establishment. We were even foolhardy enough to leave our 
firearms behind as a sort of bravado. Young Moralez declined 
being of the party : the font and the gaming-table had more 
charms for him, as well as f6r his brother. 

We went down to thewbottom of the caved as oii the preceding 
day, and set some bottles^ of the wine we had brought with us to 
cool in the rivulets. While we were enjoying them in all the 
luxury of elegant conviviality, our wits set in motion by the 
novelty of the scene, and the echo reverberating to the music of 
our guitars, we espied at the mouth of the cavern several abomi- 
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liable faces overgrown with whiskers ; neither did their turbans 
and Tur^ dresses render them a whit more amiable in our 
conceits. We nevertheless took it into (*r heads tlmtit wws a 
frolic of our ow n party, sot on by the commanding officer of the 
fort, and that they had disguised themselves for the purpose ef 
playing us a trick. With this impression on our minds, we set 
up a horse-laugh, and allowed a quiet entrance to about ten, 
Without thinking of making any resistance. In a few moments/ 
our eyes were opened to tbit fatal error, and w^e were convinced, 
in sober sadness^ that it was a corsair at the head of his crew, 
come to carry us away. Surrender, you Clirisiian dogs, cried 
he in imosi outlandish Castilian, or prepare for instant death. At 
the samq time the men who accompanied Lini levelled ilieir 
pieces at'^, and our ribs would have been wtU lined with the 
^ contents,"?^ we had resisted in the least. Slavery seemed the 
better idi^tive than death, so that we delivered our swords to 
the piratic He ordered us to be handcuiTod and carried on 
boara hS^cssel, which was moored not far ofl‘; tlien, setting 
sail, he ^if^red^ith a fair wind towards Algiers. 

Thus ware we punished for having nedected the warning 
given us'by the officer of the garrison. Tlio first thing the’ 
corsair did was to put his hand into our i^ckets and make 
i free with our moneV. No had windfall for him I The two 
hundred pistoles from the greenhorns at Placentia; the 
hundred which Moralcz had received from Jerome de Moy- 
: adas, and which, as ill luck would have it, were in iny cus- 
i tody ; all^his was sf ept away without a single qualm of con- 
[science. My companions too had their purses well lined; and 
'it was all fish that came to the net. The pirate seemed to chuckle 
j«at so successful a drag ; and the scoundrel, not contented witli 
Ichousing US of our cash, insulted us with his infernal Moorish 
witticisms : but the edge of his satire was not half so keen as the 
dire necessity which made us the subject of it. After a thousand 
clumsy sarcasms, he called for the bottles which we had set to 
cool in the fountain ; those irreligious Mahometans not having 
scrupled' to load their consciences with the conveyance of the 
unholy fermentation. The master and his man pledged one 
another m many a Christian bumper, and drank to our better 
acq^intance with a most provoking mockery. 

while this farce w&s acting, tny comrades wore a hanging look, 
which testified how pleasantly the* thoughts were employed, 
j They were so m^h the moreSaut of conej^it with their captivity, 
as they thought thevmad drawn a prize in the lottery of human 
life. The island of Majorca,fwith all its luxuries and delights, 
was a melancholy contrast with their present situation. For my 
part, I had the good sense to toke things as I found them. Leis 
put out of my way by my misfortune than the rest, 1 joined in 
^UTcrsAtion with this transmarine joker, and shewed him that 



HISJOET or DON BAPniEL, 251 

reriSed ; my condition was exactly to my mind. I was not eon- 
silked to the stronghold of a prison, nor kept to any works of 
oppressive labour. My indulgent master stationed me in a par- 
ticular quarter, with five or six slaves of superior rank> who were 
in momentary expectation of being ransomed, and were therefore 
favoured in the distribution of our tasks. The care of watering 
the orange-trees and flowers in the gardens was allotted as my 
portion. There could not be a more agreeable or less fatiguingy 
emnloyment. ^ 

Soliman WM a man about forty years of age, well made as to 
figure, tolerably •accomplislied as to his mind, and as much of a 
lady’s man as could be expected from a Turk, llis favourite was 
a Cashmirian, whose wit and beauty had aecpiired an absqjute 
dominion over his alFeetioiLs. lie loved her (‘von to idolatry. 
Not a day but he paid his eourt to her by 8onu‘ elegant^enter- 
tainment ; U one tune a concert of vocal and inalrninental music, 
at another, a dramatic performance after the fashion of the 
Tnrks, which fashion implies a loose sort of comedy, where moral 
and modJsty enter about as much into the contemplation of the 
contriver, as do Aristotle and liis unities. The favourite, whoso 
name w^as Farrukhmiz, was passionately enamoured of these ex- 
hibitions ; she sometimes even got up among her own women 
some Arabian meloilrames to be )>erformed before her admirer. 
She took some of tlie jiarts liers(*lf, and eharim'd the spectators 

K ’ the abundant grace and vivacity of her action. Ono nay when 
ras among the musicians at one of these represeutationfl, Soli- 
man ordew^d me to play on lh(‘ guitar, and to sing a solo between 
the acts of the piece. 1 liud the good fortune to give satisfaction, 
and was received ^^ith ajiplanse. Tlie favourite herself, if ray 
yanity did not mislead me, east glances tos^ards me of no un- 
[favourable ini erjiret ai ion . 

On the next day, as J vas >Aatering llic orange-lrt'os in the 
gardens, there passed close by me an eunuch, wlio, without stop- 
ping or saying a word, threw down a note at my feet. I picked 
it up wdth an emotion, strangely eomjiounded of jdeasure and 
alarm. ^ I crouelied upon the ground, for fear of being observed 
from the windows of the seraglio ; and, eoneeuling myself behind 
the boxes in wdiich tlic orange-trees were planted, opened this 
unexpected enclosure^ There I found a diamond of very oonsi- 
deraole value, and these words, in genuine Castilian : “ Young 
Christian, return thanks to heaven for your captivity. Love and 
fortune will renter it the harj^inger of your bliss ; love, if you 
are alive to the attractions of a fine perso^, and fortune, if you 
have the hardihood to confront^danger in every direction.” 

I could not for a moment doubt Uiat the letter was written by 
the favourite sultana; the style and the diamond were more 
than presumptive evidence against her. Besides that nature did 
not cast me m the mould of a coward, the vanity of keeping up 
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s good xmderstaBding with the mistress of a seoundreUy Maho* 
metau in p^e, and, more than all tlie temptations of vanity or 
inclination, the hope af cajoling her out of four times as much as 
the curmudgeon her master would demand for my ransom, put 
me into conceit with the intention of trying my luck at a venture, 
W'hatover risk might be incurred m the experiment. I went on 
with my gardening, but always harping on the means of getting 
into the apartment of Fai^khnaz, or rather waiting till she 
opened a door of communication; jpr I was clearly of opinion 
that she would not stop upon the threshold, but pieet me half 
way in ^e career of love and danger. My cotijecture was not 
altoge^^ without foundation. The same eunuch who had led 
mestt^ this amorous reverie passed the same way an hour after- 
ward% and said to me : Christian, have you communed with your 
own detwminations, and will you win a fair lack, by abjurmg a 
faint heart P* I answered in the affirmative. Well thbn, rejoined 
he, hetwep sprinkle its dew upon your resolutions! ¥oa shall 
see bcmmes to-morrow morning. With this comfortable as- 
suranep, he withdrew. The following day, I agtuallyisaw him 
make his appearance about eight o'clock in the morning. He 
made n signal for me to go along with him : 1 obeyed the sum- 
mons £ ma he conducted me into a hall where was a large wrap- 
per of canvas which he and another eunuch had iust DQ)ught 
thithef, with the design of carrying it to the sultanaj apartment, 
for the purpose of furnishing a scene for an Arabian pantomimei 
in reparation for the amusement of the bashaw. 

lhe:tWO eunuchs unrolled the cloth, and laid me at#my length 
on the proscenium ; then, at the risk of turning the farce inl;o a 
trage(j|jy bjr stifling the, they rolled it up again, with its palpitating 
contents. In the next place, taking hold of it at each end, thqr 
conveyed me with impunity by this device into the chamber de- 
voted to the repose of the beautiful Cashmirian. She was alone 
with l|^ old slave devoted to her Avishes. Th^ helped each other 
to unrol their precious bale of goods ; and Farruklmaz, at the 
sight bf her consignment, setuppeh an alarm of delight, as 
euiibl0d the woman of the East, without forgetting her rurient 
prop^silies. ;with all my natural bias towards adventuiro, I 
could hot recognise myself as at once transported into the pri- 
vate apartment of the women, without something like an inau- 
spicious damp upon my joy. The lady was aware of my 
and anxious to dissipate thi^unpleasaut part of them, Young man, 
aaidlhe, you have nothing to fear. Soliman is just gone to his 
country house i*he is Wely lodged for thf day ; so that we shall 
be able to entertain one another |;iere at our ease. 

Hints like these rallied my scattered spirits, and gave a east 
to my countenance which confirmed the speculation of tl^ fb- 
tounte^ Yon have won my heart, pursued she, and it is m sqT/ 
MotedipUtion to soften the aeveritj of jour bo^ Youseem 
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td^be worthy of the nentimenti wUeh I haro ooneeiTed for yoiu 
though disgaised luider the garb of a slave, your air ii noble, 
and jyoor physiognomy of a character to recommend you to the 
good graces of a lady. Such an exterior must belong to one 
aWe the eommoti. Unbosom yourself to me in coLfidence ; tell 
me who you are. I know that i^ptives of superior condition and 
family disguise their real circumstances, to be r^eemed at a 
lower rate : but you hare no inducement to practise such a de« ^ 
oeption on me ; and it wouA even bo a precaution revolting to my 
designs in yOhr fiivour, since I here pledge myself for your liberty. 
Deal with sincerity therefore, and own to mo at once that you 
are.ayputh of illustrious rank. In good earnest then, madam, 
answem I, it would ill become me to repay your generous par* 
tiality with dissimulation. You are nbaolutely bent upou jt, that 
I stould entrust you w ith tlic secret of my quality, and commands 
like youiB are not to be questioned or resisted. I am the son of 
a Spanish grandee. And so it might aetually have been, for any 
thing thiSb I know to tl\e contrary ; at all events, the sultana gave 
ne credit for ifi so that with considerable self-eon gratulation, at 
liaving fixed her regard on a gentleman of some little figure in 
the world, she assured me that it only depended on herself, 
whether or no we should meet pretty often in private. In fact, 
we vifere no niggards of our mutua! good-will at the very fijmt 
approaches* 1 never met w ith a w'oman who was more what a 
man wishes her to be. She was besides an expert linguist, above 
all in Castilian, whieli she si)ol{e with llueney and purity. When 
she coneSve^ it to be time for us to part, I got by uer order 
into a large osier basket, witli an embroidered silk covering of 
her own manufacture*; then the two slaves who had brought, me 
in were called, to carry me out as a present from the favourite 
to her deluded lord ; tor under this pretence it is easy to screen 
any amorous exports from the inspection of the ofiicers enlrustcd 
with the superintendence of the w'omen. 

As for larrukhnaz and myself, wc w^ero not slack in other 
devices to bring us together ; and that lovely captive inspired 
me by degrees with as much love as she herself entertained for 
. me. Our good understanding wtis k(*pt a profound secret for 
^ftdl two months, notwithstanding tlie extreme difficulty in a 
seraglio of veiling t’tfe mysteries of love for any length of time 
from ^ose uninitiated, whose eyes are jaundiced by their own 
^squaliilt^ion. Neither was the inscovery made at last bv the 
means of enviems spies. Ail unlucky chance disconcerted all disc 
little arrangements, md the features of jhy fortune were at Once 
aggravated into a frown. One day when I had been introduced 
into the presence of the sultana, in the body pf an artificial dra* 
gon, invented as a machine for a spectacle, whue we were JplMCr , 
mying most amicably together, Boliman, to whom we had gh^eii 
credit for having gone out of town, msde his unwelcome appemr* 
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ance. He entered so abruptly into his farourite’s apartment, & ^ 
scarcely to leave time for the old slave to give us notice of his ^ 
Mproach. Still less ^as there any opportunity to conceal me. 
Thus therefore, with all my enormities on my head, was I the 
first object which presented itself to the astonished eyes of the 
bashaw. 

^ He seemed considerably startled at the sight ; and his coun- 
tenance flashed with indignation on ^e instant. I considered 
myself as a wretch, just hovering on me brink of the grave ; and 
death seemed arrayed in all the paraphernalia .of 1;orture. As 
for Farruklinaz, it was very evident, in good truth, that she was 
miserably frightened; but instead of owning her crime and 
impbring pardon, she said to Soliman : My lord, before you - 
pronounce my sentence, be pleased to hear my defence. Ap- 

? earance8, doubtless, condemn me ; and it must strike you that 
have committed an act of treason, worthy the most dreadful 
punishments. It is true, I have brought this young captive 
hither ; it is true that I liave introduced him into my ap|rtment, 
with just such artifices as I should have used if I nad entertained 
a violent passion for him. And yet, I call our great prophet to 
witness, in spite of these seeming irregularities, I am not faith- 
less to you. It was my wish to converse w ith this Christian 
slave, for the purpose of disengaging him from his own sect? and 
proselyting him to that of the true believers. But I have found 
m him a principle of resistance for which I was not well pre- 
pared. I have, however, conquered his prejudices ; anjlhecame 
to give me an assurance that he would embrace Mahometanism. 

I do not mean to deny that it was an act of duty to have contra- 
dicted the favourite flatly, without paying the least attention to | 
the dangerous predicament in which I stood : but my spirits were * 
taken by surprise ; the beloved partner of my imprudence was 
hovering on the brink of perdition ; and my own fate was in- 
volved with hers. How could I do otherwise than give a silent 
and perturbed assent to her impious fiction P My tongue, indeed, 
refused to ratify it ; but the bashaw, persuaded by my acquies- 
cence that his mi cress had told him the whole truth and nothing 
but the truth, suifered his angry spirit to be tranquillized. Ma- 
dam, answered he, I am willing to believe that you have commit- * 
ted no infidelity towards me ; and tliat tlfe desire of doing a 
thing agreeable to the propl|ct has been the means of leading 
you on to risk so hazardous and delicate a proceeding. I forgive, 
tnerefore, your imprudence, on coifdition this captive as- 
sumes the turban on thefspot. He sent immediately for a priest* 
to initiate me. My dress was changed with all due ceremony 
into the Turkish, ^ey did just wMt they pleased with me ; * ^ 

* These wandering priests are at present known in Africa by the name 
of Marabut. The first gymnosopbisU of Ethiopia most probably wen 
nothing more.— Translator. 
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had I the oowaRe to object : or, to do myself more justice, 

J knew not what waa becoming of me, in so areadful a fisorder 
)f all my %ultio8 and feeling. There ar# other good Chris^ 
ians in the world, have been guilty of apostatiaing on less 
mminent emergencies ! • 

After the ceremony, I took my leave of the seraglio, to go and 
possess myself, under the name of Sidy Hali, of an inferior oflSce 
which Soliman liad given me. I never saw the sultana more ; 
but an eunuch of hers can^ one day to look after me. He 
brought with him^ as a present from his mistress, jewels to a very 
consiaerable amwint, accompanied with a letter, in which the 
lady assured me she should never forget my generous compliance, 
in turning Mahometan to save her life. In point of fact, nesides 
these rich gifts, lavished upon mo by Farrukhnaz, I ob^^imed 
through her^interest a more considerable employment than my 
first, and hi the course of six or seven years became one of the 
richest renegadoes in tlio town of Algiers. 

You mi| 5 t be perfectly aware, that if I assisted at the prayers 
put up by the mssulmen in their mosques, or fullilled the other 
observances of their religion, it was all a mere copy of my coun- 
tenance. My inclination was always uniform and determined, 
as to returning before ray deatli into tlie bosom of our holy 
churcH ; and with this view I looked forward to withdrawing 
some time or other into Spain or Italy with the riches I should 
have accumulated. But there seemed no reason whatever against 
enjoying life in the interval. I was established in a magnificent 
mansion, ^fithjgardens of extent and beauty, a numerous train of 
slaves, and a well-apjiointed equipage of pretty girls in my se- 
raglio. Though the Mahometans are forbidden tiic use of wine 
jin that country, they are not backward for the most part in their 
stolen libatVms. As for me, mv orgies were without cither a mask 
or a blush, after the manner of my brother reiiegadoes. 1 remem- 
ber in particular two of my bottle companions, with whom 1 often 
drank down the night before we rose from table. One was a 
Jew, and the other an Arabian. I took them to be good sort of 
people ; and, with that impression, lived in unconstrained fami- 
liarity with them. One evening I invited them to sup at my 
house. On that very day a dog of mine died—it was a pet ; we 
erformed our pious ifblutions on his lifeless clay, and buried 
im with all the solemn obsequies aitendant on a Mahometan 
funeral. This act of ours was not d&igned to turn the religion 
we outwardly prefesscj^ into rWicule ; it w^ only to furnish our^ 
selves with amusement, and give loose to a ludicrous whim which 
' struck us in the moment of jolKty, that of paying the last offices 
humanity to my dog. • . 

This action was, however, very near laying me by the heels. 
On the following day there came a felbw to my house, saying, 
Master Sidy Hcdi, it is no laughing matter that induces me to * 
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pay you this Tiait. My employer, the cadi, wants to have a word 
m your ear ; be so good, if you please, as just to step to his office,* 
without loss of time^ An Arabian merchant, who tupped with 
you last night, has laid an information respecting a c^ain act of 
irreverence perpetrated by you, on occasion of a dog which you 
buried. It is on that charge that I summon you to appear this 
day before the judge ; and in case of failu)*e, you are hereby 
warned that you will be the subject of a criminal prosecution. 
Away went he, leaving me to digest his discourse ; but the cita- 
tion stuck in my throat, and took away my appetiteo The Arabian 
had no reason whatever to set his face againaf me ; and I could 
not comprehend the moaning of the dog’s trick the scoundrel had 
played me. The circumstance at all events demanded my prompt 
attention. I knew the cadi’s character : a saint on the outsidfe, • 
but a^inner in his heart. Awav went I therefore to wait on this ^ 
judge, but not with empty poclcets. He sent for ‘me into his 
private room, and began upon me in all the vehemence of pious 
indignation: You arc a fellow rejected out of paradise! a 
blasphemer of our holy law I a man loathsome ai^d abominable to 
look upon ! You have performed the funeral service of a Mussul- 
man over a dog. W'hat an act of sacrilege ! Is it thus, then, that 
you revenmee our most holy ceremonies ? Have you only turned 
Mahometan to laugh at our devotions and our rites P .» My 
honoured master, answered I, the Arabian who has told you suen 
a cock and bull story is a wolf in sheep’s clothing ; and more 
than that, he is oven an accomplice in my crime, if it is one, to 
grant such rest as to peace-parted souls to a faithful household 
servant, to an animal with more good qualities thafl half the two- 
legged Mahometans out of Christendom. His attachment be- 
sides to people of merit and consideration in the world was at once i 
moral and sensible j and at his death he left several little tokens 
of remembrance to his friends. By his last will and testament, 
be beipieathed his eflccts in the manner therein mentioned, and 
did me the honour to name me for liis executoi;. This old crony 
came in for twenty crowns, that for thirty, and another for a cool 
hundred; but your worship is interested deeply in this instru- 
ment, pursued I, drawing but my purse ; he has left you resi- 
duary legatee, and here is the amount of the bequest. The 
cadi’s gravity could not but relax, after the .posthumous kindness 
of his deceased friend ; and he laughed outright in the face of 
the mock executor. As W3 were alone, there was no occasion 
^ make wry mouths at the purse, and my acquittal was pro- 
nounced in these woi^s : Go, Mpster Sidjr ^ali ; it was a very 
pious act of yours, to enlarge the obsequies of a dog, who had so 
manly a fellow-feeling for honest folks. ^ 

By this device I got out of the scrape ; and if the hint did not 
increase my religion, it doubled my circumspection. I was de- 
termined no longer to open either my cellar or my soul, in pro- 
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enceof Arabian or Jew. My bottle companion henceforward 
ras a young gentleman from Leghorn, who bad tlie happineas of 
>eing my slave. Hia name was Azarini. i was of another kid- 
ley from renegadoes in general, who impose greater hardships 
)n their Christian slaves than do the Turks tliemselves. All ujy 
•aptives waited for the period of their ransom, without any ini- 
jutient hankering after home. My behaviour to thorn was, in 
.ruth, so gentle and fatherly, that many of them assured me they 
vere more afraid (»f changing their master tlian anxious after 
ilieir liberty ; 0 whatever magic that word may have to the ears of 
those who have fTlt what it is to be deprived of it. 

One day the bashaw's corsairs came into port with consider- 
sble prizes. Tlieir cargo amounted to more than ii liumb’ed 
Blaves of either sex, carried oil' from ilie Spanish coast. Soliman 
retained but a very small numher, and all tlie rest were s()ld. 1 
happened to go 'to market, and bought a Spanish girl, ten or 
twelve yeJrs old. She cried as if her lieart would break, and 
looked the picture of despair. It seemed strange, that at lu»r 
age slave^ showld make sueli an impression on lier. I told her 
in Castilian, to combat with lier tern^rs ; and assured her that 
she was fallen into tlie hands of a master who had not pnt off 
humanity when ho took up the turban. The little mounuT, not 
initia^d in the trade of grief, pursued the suhjc(!t of her lamenta- 
tions without tisiening to me. Her wlu)Ie soul seemed to hi* 
breathed in her sighs ; she descanted on her wretched fate, and 
exclaimed from lime to time in softMu'd ae(!ents: 0 my mother, 
,W’hy werortive ever parted F I could bear my lot with patience, 
might we shafe it together. With these lanumtatious on Ikt 
lips, she turned round towards a w'oman of from liv(^ aml forty to 
jtirty, standing at tiio distance of. several paces, and waiting with 
Mier eyes fixed to the ground, in a determined, sulh‘ii silence, till 
she met with a purcliasiT. I asked my young bargain if the 
lady she was looking at was her mother. Alas ! she is, indeed, 
sir, replied the girl ; for tlie love of God, do not let me hcjmrtcd 
from her. Well, then, my distressed little damsel, said I, if it 
will give you any pleasure, iliere is no more to do than to settle 
you both in the same (piarters, and then you will give <)V(*r your 
murmuring. On the very moment I went up to the mother, 
with the intention of cjieapening her; but no sooner did I (fast 
my eyes on her face, than I knew' agayi, with what emotion you 
may guess ! the very form and prtssuro of Lucinda. Just 
heaven! said I ^within myse^*, this is my mother! Natiir<ji 
whispers it in ray ear.^aud can I doubt lyifr evidence? On her 
part^ whether a keen resentment of her woes pointed out an 
enemy in every object on which she glanced, or else it might be 
my dress that disfigured me ; or else I might have grown a 
little older in about a dozeif years since she ha(I seen me ; . . . . 
but however historians nniv nc^^wint for it, she did not know me. 
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But 1 knew her, and bought her : the pair were sent home to 
my house. 

When they were ssfely lodged, I wished to surprise them with 
the pleasure of ascertaming who I was. Madam, said I to 
Lucinda, is it possible that my features should not strike you ? 
*TiB true, I wear whiskers and a turbaij : but is .Raphael less 
your son for that P My mother thrilled through ail ner frame 
at these words, looked at me with an eager gaze, my whole self 
rushed into her recollection, and into each other’s arms we affec- 
tionately flew. I then caressed, in moderated .ecstasies, her 
daughter, who perhaps knew as much about having a brother as 
I did about havmg a sister. Tell the truth, said 1 to my mother i 
in all your theatrical discoveries, did you ever meet with one so 
truly natural and dramatic as this P My dear son, answered she 
in an ^iccent of sorrow, the first sight of you after so long a sepa- 
ration overwhelmed me with joy, but the revulsion was only the 
more deeply distressing. In what condition, alas ! do I again 
behold you t My own slavery is a thousand times less revolting 
to my feelings than the disgraceful habiliments -Heyday ! 

By all the powers, madam, interrupted I with a hearty laugh, I 
am quite delighted with your newly- acquired morality : this is 
excellent in an actress. Well ! well 1 as heaven is my jud^e, 
my honoured mamma, you are mightily improved in your^ prin- 
ciples, if my transformation astounds your religious eyesight. 
So far from quarrelling with your turban, consider me rather as 
an actor, playing a Turkish character on the stage of the world. 
Though a conformist, I am just as much a Mussulman*<is when I 
w as in Spain ; nay, in the bottom of my heart, I never was a 
more firm believer in our Christian creed than at the present 
moment. When you shall becomes acquainted with all my hair- 
breadth escapes, since I have been domesticated in this country, 
you will not be rigorous in your censure. Love has been the 
cause of my apostasy, and he wiio worshijis at that slirine may 
be absolved from all other infidelities. I have a little of my 
mother in me, take my word for it. Another reason besides 
ought to moderate your disgust at seeing me under my present 
circumstances. You were expecting to experience a harsh cap- 
tivity in Algiers, but you find in your protector a son, with lul 
the tenderness and reverence befitting hif}. relation to you, and 
rich enough to maintain you here in plenty and comfort, till a 
favourable opportunity oflers of returning with safety into Spain. 
Admit, therefore, the force of the^ proverb, which says that evil 
itself is good for something. 

My dear son, said Lucinda, since you fully intend one day to 
go back into your own country, and to throw off the mantle, of 
Mahomet, my scruples are all satisfied. Thanks to heaven, con- 
tinued she, 1 shall be able to carry batbk your sister Beatrice safe 
and sound into Castile. Yes, madam, exclaimed I, so you may 
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WTe will all three, as soon as the season may serve, go and throw 
mrselves into the bosom of our family : for I make no matter of 
ioubt but you have still in Spain other indfemitable evidences of 
jrour prolinc powers. No, said my mother, i have only you two, 
the onspring of my body ; and you are to know that Beatrice il 
the fruit of a marriage^ manufactured in as workmanlike a man- 
ner as any within the pale of the church. And pray, for what 
rea.son, renlied I, might not my little sister have been just as 
contraband as myself P Ho^ did you ever work yourself up to 
the formidable resolution of marrying? I have heard you say a 
hundred times, in my ehildhood, that there was no benefit of 
clergy for a pretty woman who could commit sucli an offence as 
to taae up with a husband. Times and seasons ebb and flow, 
my son, rejoined she. Men of the most resolute charactei may 
pe shaken ip their purposes : and do you require tliat a woman 
should b^ inflexible in hersP But! will now relate to you the 
story of my life since your departiiro from Madrid. She then 
began tha following recital, which will never bo obliterated from 
my memory. Pwill not withhold from you so curious a narra- 
tive. 


It is nearly tliirteen years, if you recollect, said my mother, 
since you left; young Leganez. Just at that time, the Duke of 
Medita Celi told mo that he had a mind to sup with me one 
evening in private. Tlie day was fixed. I maae preparations 
for his reception : ho came, and I pleased liini. lie required 
from mo the sacrifice of all his rivals, nnst, present, and toeoine. 
I came into his terms, in the hope ot being well paid for my 
oomplaisanee. * There was no dolicicncy on that score. On the 
very next morning, I received presents from him, which were 
^followed up by a long train of kindred attentions. I was afraid 
' of not being able to hold in my chains a man of his exalUid 
rank :,and this apprehension w as the better founded, because it 
W'as a matter of notoriety, that ho had escaped from the clutches 
of several celebrated b(‘autie8, whose chains he had worn, only 
for the purpose of breaking. But for all that, so far from surfeit- 
ing on tno relish of my kindness, his appetite grew what it fed 
on. In short, I found out the secret of entertaining him, and 
impounding his heart, naturally roving, so that it should not go 
astray according to its^usual volatility. 

He had now been my admirer for ihroo months, and I had 
eve^ reason to flatter myself that the arrangement would be 
lasting, when a l%iy of my aciuaintance Jjnd myself happonea 
to go to an assembly, •where the duchess his wife was of llm 
, party. We were incited to a concert of vocal and instrumental 
j music. We accidentally seated ourselves too nea^ the duchess, 
who took it into her head to be affronted, that I should exhibit 
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quit tlie room immediately. I sent back an answer, just as saucy 
as the message. The duchess, irritated to fury, laid her wrongs 
before her husband, Who came to me in person, and said ; Ee- 
tire, Lucinda. Though noblemen of the first rank attach them- 
wlves to pretty playthings like yourself, it is highly unbecoming 
in you to forget your proper distance, tf we love you better 
than our wives, we honour our wives more than you : whenever, 
therefore, your insolence shall go so far as to set yourselves up 
for their rivals under their very nosA, you will always be mor* 
tified, and made to know your places. ^ • 

Fortunately the duke iield bis cruel language to me in so low 
a tone of voice as not to have been overheard by the people 
about us. I withdrew in deep confusion, and cried with vex- 
ation 8,t having incurred such an afirout. At once, to crown my 
shame and aggravate my chastisement, the actors and actresses 
got hold of tile story on the very same evening. To do them 
justice, these gentry must contrive to entertain a familiar spirit, 
whose business is to fly about, and whisper in the ear of one 
whatever falls out amiss to the other. Suppose, for* instance, 
that an actor gets drunk and makes a fool of himself, or an 
actress gets hold of a rich cully and makes a fool of him ! The 
green-room is sure to ring with all the particulars, and a few 
more than are true. All my kindred of the sock and buskin 
were informed at ouce of what liad happened at the concert, and 
a blessed life they led me with their quips and quiddities. Never 
was there charity like theirs. Without beginning at home, 
heaven only knows where it ends ! But I held myself' too high 
to be affected by their jibes and jeers : nor did evem the loss of 
the Duke de Medina Celi hang heavy on my spirits ; for true i| 
was, I never saw him more at my toilette, but learned, a very 
short time after, that he had got into the trammels of a little 
warbler. 

When a theatrical lady has the good luck to be in fashion, she 
may change her lover as often as her petticoat : and one noble 
fool, should he even recover bis wits at the end of three days, 
serves excellently well for a decoy to his successor. No sooner 
was it buzzed about Madrid, that the duke had raised the siege, 
than a new liost of would-be conquerors appeared before the 
trenches. The very rivals whom I had sacrmced to his wishes, 
looking at my charms thre^ugh the magnifying medium of delay 
and disappointment, came* lack again in crowds to encounter 
nSw caprices ; to say^nothmg of thousand fr^sh hearts, ready 
to bargain on the mer^ report of my bein^ to let. I had never 
been so exclusively the mode. Of all the men who put in for 
being cajoled l?y me, a portly Germau, belonging to the Duke of 
Ossuna s houseliold. seemed to bid highest. Not that his per- 
sonal attractions were by any means the most catching ; but tiieu 
there were a thousand amiable pistoles on the list of candidates, 
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^■craped together by pcrau&ites in hia master’s service, and 
' turned adrift with the prodigality of a prince, in the hope of be* 
coming my favoured lover. This fat pjgeoa to bo plucked was 
by name Brutandorf, As long as lus pockets were lined, his 
i*eception was warm : empty purses meet with fastened doors. 
The principles on which my friendship rested were not alto- 
gether to his taste. He eaino to the play to look after me during 
the performance. I \Aas behind the scen(‘s. Jt was his humour 
k) load me with reproaches^ it was mine to laugli in his face. 
This provoked his boorish wrath, and he gave me a box on the 
ear, like a clumfty-fisted (xermaii as he was. T set up a loud 
scream : the business of the stage was susjiended. I eame for- 
ward to the front, and, addressing the Duke of Ossuna, who was 
^'at the play on tliat occasion with his lady duchess, begged his 
) protection from the German gallantry of liis establishnientf I’lm 
duke gave orders for our proceeding with the piece, and inti 
mated tKht he wouhl hear the parties after tlie curtain had 
dropped. At the conclusion of the ])lay I presented myself 
in all till! dreary poni]) of tragedy before the diike, and laid 
open my griefs in all the majesty of woe. As for my Ger- 
man pugilist, his defence was on a levcd with his iirovocation ; so 
far from being sorry for what lie had done, liis fingers ii(*lied to 
give T^Q another dressing. The cause* being lieard pro and con, 
the Duke of Ossuna said to his Scandinavian savage; Brutan- 
dorf, I dismiss you from my service, and beg nevi*r to see any- 
thing more of you. not because you have giv(*n a liox on the ear 
to an actuTss, but for your failure iu respect to your master and 
mistress, in having presumed to interrupt the progress of the 
play in their presence. 

l^his decision was a bitter pill for me to swallow. It was high 
treason against my histrionic majesty, that tin? German was nut 
turned off on the ground of having insulicd me. Jt seemed 
difficult to conceive the possibility of a greater crime than that 
of insulting a principal actress ; and wliere crimes are parallel, 

E unishments should tally. The retribution iu this I'asc would 
ave been exemplary ; and I expected no less. This un pleasant 
occurrence undeceived me, and proved to iny mortification, that 
the public distinguished betweeu the actors and the personages 
they may chance to %nact. On this conviction, my pride re- 
volted at the theatre : I resolved to give up my engagements to 
go and live at a distance from Madni. I fixed on the city of 
Valencia for the ulace of my fctreat, and went thither under a 
feigned character, with a property of twfyfty thousand ducats m 
money and jewels ; a sum in jny mind more than sufficient to 
maintain me for the remainder of my days, since it was mv pur- 
pose to lead a retired life. I rented a small hoi!iBO at Valencia, 
and limited my establishment to a female servant and a page, 
wbl» wore as i^orant of my birth, parentage, and education, at 
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the rest of the town. I gave mysdlf out for the widow of an 
officer belonging to the king^s household, and intimated that I i 
had made choice of yalencia for my residence, on the report 
that it was one of the most agreeable neighbourhoods in Spain. 

\ saw very little company, and maintained so reserved a deport- 
ment, that there never was the slightest suspicion of my having 
been an actress. Yet, notwithstanding all the pains I took to 
hide myself from the garish eye of day, I had worse success 
against the piercing ken of a gentleman, who had a countrv seaA 
near Paterna. He was of an ancient family, in person genteel 
and manly, from five-and-thirty to forty yerfrs of age, nobly 
connected, but scandalously in debt : a contradiction in the voca- 
bulary of honour, neither more unaccountable nor uncommon in 
the kingdom of Valencia, than what takes place every day Jn 'I 
other \>arts of the civilized world. 

This gentleman of a generation or two before the present, 
finding my person to his liking, w^as desirous of knowing if in 
other respects I was a commodity for his market. He set every 
engine at work to enquire into the most minute ipartichlars, and 
had the pleasure to learn from general report, that I was a warm 
widow with a comfortable jointure, and a person little, if any- 
thing, the worse for wear. It struck him that this was just the 
match ; so that in a very short time an old lady came to niy 
house, telling me from him, that with equal admiration of my 
virtues and my charms, he laid himself and his fortune at my 
feet, and was ready to lead me to the altar, if I could condescend 
BO far as to become his wife. I required three days temako up 
my mind on the subject. In this interval, I nmde enquiries 
about the gentleman ; and hearing a good character of him, not- 
withstanding the deranged state of his finances, it was my de-l 
termination to marry him without more ado, so that the prelimi--^ 
naries were soon ratified by a definitive treaty, 

Don Manual do Xerica, for that was my husband’s name, 
took me immediately after the ceremony to his castle, which had 
an air of antiquity highly flattering to his family pride. He told 
a story about one of liis ancestors who built it in days of yore, 
and because it was not founded the day before yesterday, jumped 
to a conclusion that there was not a more ancient hefuae in Spain 
than that of Xerica. But nobility, like perishable merchandize, 
will run to decay ; the castle, shored up on this side and on that, 
was in the very agony of fumbling to pieces : what a buttress 
for Don Manuel and for his old w(^8 was his marriage with me ! 
More than half my savings were laid out on repairs ; and the 
residue was wanted to set us going in a genteel style among our 
country neighbours. Behold me then, you who can believe k, ^ 
landed on a new planet, transformed into the presiding genius of 
a castle, the Lady Bountiful of my parish : our stage machinery 
lOttld never have furnished such, a change I I was too good 
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ftD actress not to have supported my new rank and dignity 
with appropriate grace, I assumed high airs, tWtrical gran- 
dears, a most dignified strut and demeanour } all which made 
the bumpkins conceive a wonderful idea of my exalted origin. 
How would they not have tickled their fancies at my expense, 
had they known the real tmth of the case I The gentry of the 
neighbourhood would have scoffed at me moat unmorcifully, and 
the country people w^ould have been much more chary of the 
respect they shewed me- • 

It w’as now near six years that I had lived very happily with 
Don Manuel,* when he ended w^ays, means, and life together 
My l^acy consisted of a broken fortune to splice, ana your 
sister Beatrice, then more than four years old, to nuiintain. *ffho 
caitle, which was our only tangible resource, w'as unfortunately 
mortgaged, to several creditors, the principal of whom was one 
Bernard ^Astu to. Cunning byname, and cunning by nature! 
He practised as an attorney at Valencia, and bore his faculties 
in all th^ infamy of pettifogging ; law^ and equity conspired in 
his person to p8sh the trade of cozening and swindling to the 
utmost extremity. To think of falling into the ciuti^hes of such 
a creditor ! A gentleman’s property, under tlie gripe of such a 
claw as this attorney's, affords much the same sport as a Iamb to 
a woif, or a dove to a kite. Nearly after the fashion of these 
beasts and birds of prey, did Signor Astuto, w hen informed of 
my husband’s death, hover over his victim, concealing his fell 

K ose under the ambush of the law. The whole estate would 
bdffh swallowed up in pleadings, affidavits, demurrerif, 
and rejoinde|*8, but for Ine light thrown upon tlioj)roc(‘edings 
. by my lucky star ; under whoso inlluence tlie plaintiff was turned 
at once into defendant, and was left without a reply to the ar- 
guments of these all-pow’crful eyes. I got to the blind side of 
him in an interview, w Inch I contrived during the prepress of 
our litigation. Nothing was wanting on my part, i own it 
frankly, to fill him brimful of the tender passion ; an ardent 
longing to save my goods, chattels, and domain, made me prac- 
tise upon him, to my own disgust, that system of coquettish 
tactics and flirtation wdiich had drawn so many former fools into 
an ambuscade. Yet, with all the rcsourcoB of a veteran, I was 
very near letting the attorney escape. He was so barricaded by 
mouldy parchments, so immured in actions and informations, as 
scarcely to seem susceptible of an/ love but the love of law. 
The truth, howref er, was, thatithia moping j>ettifogger, this porer 
over ponderous abridgments, this scrawder of acts and deeds, 
had more young blood in him 4ihan I w as aware of, and a trick 
of looking at me out of the corner of his eye. He professtid to 
bo a novice in the art of courtship. My whole heart and soul, 
madam, said be, have been wedded to my profession $ and tbe 
soose^uence has been, that the uses and customs of gallantry 
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have seemed weary, stale, flat, and unprofitable to me, 
though not a man of outward show, I am well furnished with the' ‘ 
stock in trade of love To come to the point at once, if you can 
resolve in your mind to marry me, we will make a grand bonfire 
gf the whole lawsuit ; and I will give the go-by to those rascally 
creditors, who have joined issue wdth rtfe in our attack upon your 
estate. You shall have the life interest, and your daughter the 
reversion. So good a bargain for Beatrice and myself would not 
allow of any wavering : I closed without delay on the conditions. 
The attorney kept his word most miraculously f hj turned short 
round upon the other creditors, defeated them with the very wea- 
pons Iiimself had furnished for their joint campaign, and secured 
me^n the possession of my house and lands. It was probably the^ 
first time in his life that he had taken up the cause of the widow 
and tlfb orphan. 

Thus did [ become flic honoured wife of an attorney^ without 
losing my rank as the lady of the manor. But this incongruous 
marriage ruined me in the esteem of the gentry about ^Valencia, 
Tlie women of quality looked upon me as a person who had 
lowered herself, and refused any longer to visit me. This inevit- 
ably threw me on the acquaintance of the tradespeople ; a cir- 
cuTTiptance which could not do otherwise than hurt my feelingfci a 
little at first, because I had been accustomed, for the laofc six 
years, to associate only with ladies of the higher classes. But 
it w^as in vain to fret about it ; and I soon found my level. I got 
most intimately acquainted with the w ives of my husband s bre- 
thren of the quill and brief. Their <?liaracters were nCV a little 
entertaining. There was an absurdity in their m&nners, which 
tickled me to the very soul. These trumpery fine ladies held, 
themselves up for something far above the common run. Well- 
a-day ! said I to myself, every now and then, when they forgot 
the blue bag ; this is the way of the world I Every one fancies 
Iiimself to be something vastly superior to his neighbour. I 
thought we actresses only did not know our places women at 
the lower eud of private life, as far as I see, are just as absurd 
in their pretensions. I should like, by way of check upon their 
presumption, to propose a law, that family pictures and pedigrees 
should be hung up in every house. Were the situation left to 
the choice of the owner, the deuce is in it if these legal gentry 
would not cram their scrivqping ancestors either into the cellar 
or the garret. h 

After four years passed in the^holy state of wedlock,* Signor 
Bernardo d’Astuto fell sick, and went the way of all flesh. We had 
no family. Between my settlement andiwhat I was worth before, 

I found myself a well-endowed widow. I had too the reputation 
jf bein^ so ; atid on this report, a Sicilian gentleman, by name 
Colifichmi, determined to sticlc in my skirts, and either ruin or 
marry me. The alternative was kinly left to my own cnoicu. 
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was come from Palermo to see Spain, and, after liavinjf satis* 
Jped his curiosity, was waiting, as he said, at Valcnoia for an op- 
portunity of taking his passage back to Sicily. The spark was 
not quite five-and-t wen ty ; of an elegant, though diminutive per- 
son . .in short, his figure absolutely haunted me. He found 
the means of getting to the speech of mo in private : and, I will 
own it to you frankly, T fell distractedly in love with liira from 
the moment of ourvery first interview. On his ])art, the little knave 
flounced over head and eartfin admiration of my elinrms. I do 
really think, C^od forgive me for it. that we should have been 
married out of h^nd. if the death of the attorney, whoso funeral 
baked meati were scanudy cold enough to have furnished forth 
the marriage tables, would have allowed mo to coutrael a uew 
engagement at so short a warning. But, since I had got into the 
matrimoniiil line, it was necessary that where the eluindi Snakes 
the feast, the devil sliotihl not send (^ooks ; I tluTtd’orc* took earo 
always to* season my nuplials to the palate of tlie world at larg:\ 
Thus did wo agree to delay our coming together for a time, 
out of a roll dor regard to nppearanc*t‘s. Oiditiehini, in llie mean 
time devoted all his attentions to me: his ])assion, far from lan- 
guishing, aeemod to bt*eome more a part of hims(*ir from day to 
day. The poor lad was not too Hush of ready money. Tills 
strucic my observation ; and he was no longer at a loss ft>r his 
little poclcet exjieiises. Besides being very nearly i\\ wo his age, 
I recollected having laid the men under eonlribnlion in rny 
younger days ; so that 1 looked upon what I was tlini lavisliing 
08 a sortwof restitution, wliieh balanced my debtor and er(‘diior 
account, and ftiade me quits with my coitseienee. We waitod, as 
'patiently as our frailty would allow, for the period ulien widows 
tmay in decency so far surmount their grit f as to try their luck 
'^agaiii. When the happy morning rose, wi* pivsimteil ourselves 
before the altar, wdiere wt plighted our faith to each olh(*r by 
oaths the most solemn ana binding. We then retired to rny 
castle, wdiere I may truly say that wc lived for two years, less 
as husband and wife than as tender and unfettered lovers. But 
alas! such an union, #80 happy and sentimental, was not long to 
be the lot of humanity : a pleurisy carried off my dear Coli- 
fichini. 

At this passage in h#r history, I interrupted my mother. Hey- 
day ! madam, your third husband dispatched already P You must 
be a most dcacfly taking. What do ^lou mean P answered she ; 
is it for me to disnutc the will^f heaven, and lengthen the days 
parcelled out. to overy«on of earth P If J*liavo lost three Ixus- 
oands, it was none of my fruit.. Two of them cost me many a 
salt tear. If I buried any witt dry eyes, it was tlie attorney, 
As that was merely a match of interest, I w^as erfsily reconciled 
to the loss of him. But to return to Colifichini, I was going to 
tell you, that some months after bis death, 1 had a mind to go 
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and take poesessioo of a country house near Palermo, which he 
had settled on me as a jointure, by our marriage contract. I ^ 
took my passage for Bicily with my daughter : but we were taken 
on the voyage Dy Algerine corsairs. This city was our destina- 
tion. Happily for us, you happened to be at the market where we 
were put up for sale. Had it been otherwise, we must have 
fallen into the hands of some barbarian purchaser, who would 
have used us ill ; and we probably might nave passed our whole 
life in slavery, nor would you ever hhve heard of us. 

Such was my mother’s story. To return to my own, gentle- 
men, I gave her the beat apartment in ray house, with the liberty 
of living after her own fashion; which was a dtrmmstance 
very agreeable to her taste. She had a confirmed habit of loving, 
brought to such a system by so many repeated experiments, that 
it was^mpossible for her to do without either a gailant or a hus- 
band. At first she looked with favour on some of n\v slaves ; 
Wt Hali Pegclin, a Greek renegado, who sometimes came and 
called upon us, soon drew all her glances on himself. She con- 
ceived a stronger passion for him than she had ever done for 
Colifichini: and such was her aptitude for pleasing the men, 
that she found the way to wind herself about the heart of this 
man also. I seemed as if unconscious of their good understand- 
ing ; being then intent only on my return into Spain, The 
bashaw had already given me leave to fit out a vessel, for the 
purpose of sweeping the sea and committing acts of piracy. This 
armament was my sole object. Just a week before it was com- 
pleted, I said to Lucinda : Madam, we shall take our leave of 
Algiers almost immediately ; so that you will bid 6. long farewell 
to an abode which you cannot but detest. 

My mother turned pale at these words, and stood silent and 
motionless. My surprise was extreme. What do I see P said I 
to her : whence comes it that you present such an image of terror ’ 
and despair P My design was to fall you with transport ; but the 
effect of my intelligence seems only to overwhelm you with 
affliction. 1 thought to have been thanked for my welcome news ; 
and hastened with eagerness to tell you that all is ready for our 
departure* Are you no longer in the mind to go Wk into 
Spain P No, my son ; Spain no longer has any charms for me, 
answered my mother. It has been the seme of all my sorrows, 
and I have turned my baclt on it for ever. What do I hear? 
exclaimed I in an agony : ah! tell me rather, that it is a fatal 
passion which alienat^ you from your native country. Just 
heavens 1 what a chadge 1 When you land^sd here, every object 
that met your eyes was hateful to them, but HaU Pegelin has 
given another colour to your fancy. 1 do not deny it, replied 
Lucinda : I lov8 that renegado, and mean to take him for my 
fourth husbard. What an idea! interrupted I with horror: 
you, to marry a Mussulman! You forget yourself tobeaChris* 
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tian, or ratJber have hitherto been one only in name and not in 
^ heart. Ah ! my dear mother* what a futurity do you present to 
'my im^inationP You are running headlong to your eternal 
ruin. You are going to do voluntarily, and from impure motives* 
what I have only done under the pressure of necessity. • 

I urged many other arguments in the same strain* to turn her 
aside from her purpose : but all my eloquence was wasted ; she 
bad made up lier mind to her future destiny. Not satisfied with 
following the bent of hertbasc inclinations* and leaving her son 
to go and liv^ with tliis rcnegado. she hod oven formed a design 
to settle Beatrich in her own family. 'J'his I opposed with all 
my might and main. All ! wretched Lucinda, said 1, if nothing 
is capable of keeping you within the limits of your duty, at 
least rush on perdition alone ; confine within yourself the fury 
which possesses you ; cast not a young innocent lieadlonjf over a 
precipice, thougli you yourself may venture on the leap. Lu- 
cinda qu!tted my presence in moody silence. It struck mo that 
a remnant of reason still enliglitencd her, and that she would 
not obstftiately^perscvero in retiuiring her daughter to be given 
up to her. How little did I know of my motlier ! One of my 
slaves said to me two days afterw ards : Sir, take care of your- 
self. A captive belonging to Pegelin has just let me into a 
secr^, of w'liich you cannot too soon avail yourself. Your mo- 
ther has changed her religion ; and as a punisliment upon you 
for having refused Beatrice to her wishes, it is her purpose to 
acquaint the bashaw w’ith your flight. I could not for a mo* 
ment d«ubt but w’hat Lucinda W’hr the woman to do just what 
my slave had said she would. The lady had given me mani- 
fold opportunities of studying her character ; and it w'as suf- 
ficiently evident that by dint of playing bloody parts in tra- 
^gedy, she had familiarised herself witli the guilty scenes of 
real life. It w ould not in the least have gone against lier nature 
to have got me burned alive ; nor probably would she have been 
more afliected by ray exit after that fashion, than by the^ w inding 
up of a dramatic talc. 

The warning of my slave, therefore, was not to be neglected. 
My embarkation was hastened on. I took some Turks on board, 
according to the practice of the Algerine (3orsair8 when going on 
a piratical expedition* but I engaged no more than was neces- 
sary to blind the eyes of jealousy, ai|(l weiglied anchor from the 
port as soon as possible, w ith all m)* slaves and my sister B4*a- 
trice. You will do right to oppose, that I did not forget, in 
that moment of anxiety, to pack up my»<l holc stock of money 
and jewels, amounting probably to the w orth of six thousand 
Aicats. When we were fairly out at sea, we began by securing the 
' Turks* They were easily mastered, as my slaves outnumbered 
them. We bad so favourable a wind, that w e made the coast of 
Italy in a very short time. Without let or hindrance, we got 
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into the harbour of Leghorn, where I thought the whole city^ 
must have come out to see us land. The father of my slave 
Azarini. either accidedtally or from curiosity, happened to be 
among the gazers. He looked with all his eyes at my captives, 
as they came ashore ; but, though his object was to discover his 
lost son among the number, it was with little hope of so fortu- 
nate a result. But how powerful is the plea of nature ! What 
transports, expressed by mutual embraces, followed the recog- 
nition of a tie so close, but so painfihly interrupted for a time ! 

As soon as Azarini had acquainted his fatlicr who I was, and 
w hat brought me to Leghorn, the old man obliged me, as w’ell as 
Beatrice, to accept of an apartment in his house. I shall pass 
over in silence the description of a thousand ceremonies, neces- 
sary to be gone through, in order to my return into the bosom 
of the church : suffice it to say, that 1 forswore Mahometanism 
with much more sincerity than I had pledged myself to it. 
After having entirely purged myself from my Algerine leaven, I 
sold my ship, and set all my slaves at liberty. As for the Turks, 
they wore committed to prison at Leghorn, to he exchanged 
against Christians. I received kind attention in abundance from 
the Azarini family : indeed the young man married my sister 
Beatrice, who, to speak the truth, w as no bad match for him, 
being a gentleman’s daughter, and inheriting the castle of X?rica, 
which my mother had taken care to let out to a ricli farmer of 
Paterna, when slio resolved upon her voyage to Sicily. 

From Leghorn, after having staid there some time, I departed 
for Florence, a town I had a strong desire to see. I dhl not go 
thither without letters of recommendation. Azarini the father 
had connections at the grand Duke’s court, and introduced me 
to them as a Spanish gentleman related to his family. I tacked 
don to my name, in honest rivalry of impudence w'itli other low^ ^ 
Spaniards, who take up that travelling title of honour without 
compunction, when far enough from home to set detection at 
defiance. Boldly then did I dub myself Don Iliiphael ; and ap- 
peared at court with suitable splendour, on the strength of what 
I had brouglit from Algiers, to keep my nobility from starving. 
The high personages, to wffiora old Azarini had written in my 
favour, gave out in their circle that I was a person of quality ; 

80 that wdth this testimony, and a naturahknack I liad of giving 
myself airs, the deuce must have been in it if I could not have 

E assed muster for a man of some consequence. I soon got to be 
and in glove with the principal nobility ; and they presented me 
to the grand Duke. 1 had the good fortune to make myself 
agreeable. It then became an object with me to pay court to 
that prince, and to study his humour. 1 sucked in with greedy 
ear all that his most experienced courtiers said about him, and 
by their conversation fathomed all his j^eculiarities. Among 
other things, he encouraged a play of wdt ; was fond of good 
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•iorics, and lively repartees. On thia hint I formed myself. 
®very morning 1 vrote do\^n in my pocket-book such anecdotes 
as I meant to rack off in the course of tluaday. My stock was 
considerably extensive ; so thatl was a walking budget of bal- 
derdash. Yet even my estate in nonsense required economy ^ 
and I began to get out at elbows, so as to be reduced to borrow 
from myself, and mortgage my resources twenty times over : but 
when the shallow current of my wit ojid wisdom was nearly at 
its summer drought, a ton%nt of matter-of-fact lies gave new 
force to the ♦exhausted stream of quibble. Intrigues which 
never had beem intrigued, and practical jokes which had never 
been played oO*. were the tools! worked with, and exaelly to the 
levd of the grand duke : nay, what often happens to dulldeah’rs 
^in inextinguishable vivacity, the mornings were K]»eiitin tinancier- 
ing those fqnds of eonversation, which were to be drawif upon 
‘ifter dinner, as if from a perennial spring of preternatural wealth. 

I had even the iiii])iidenco to set up for a po<‘t. and inad(‘ my 
jroken-wmided muse trot to the praises of the prince. 1 allow 
•andidly xhat rtie verses wore execrable ; but tiieii tln^y were 
^uite good enough for (lieir readers ; and it reinairjs a doubt 
whether, if they had been better, tlie grand duke would not have 
thrown them into the lire. They seemed to be just what lie 
would have written upon himself. In short, it was inqiossible 
bo miss the pre^per style on such a subject. Jhit whatever might 
be my merit as a poet, the priiiee, by little and little, took sueha 
liking to my ))erson, as gave occasion of jealousy to his courtiers. 
They trwd to find out who I was. This, however, was beyond 
their compas.^. All tlu*y could learn was, that 1 had been a rc- 
negado. This was whispered fortliwith in the prince’s car, iu 
the hopes of hurting me. Not that it succeed(Ml : on the con- 
1:rary, the grand Duke one day commanded mo to give him a 
faithful account of my adventures at Algiers. I obeyed ; and 
the recital, wutliout reserve on iny part, (jontributed more than 
Day other of my stories to his entertainment. 

Don llaphael, said he, after 1 liad ended my narrative, I 
have a real regard for you, and mean to give you a proof of 
it, which will place my sincerity beyond a doubt. Henceforth 
you are admitted into my most private confidence, as the first 
HUits of which, you we to know' that one of ray ministers has 
a wife, with whom I am in love, ^lo is the most enchanting 
creature at court ; but at the same Ikno the most, impregnable. 
Shut up in her own household* exclusively attached to a husband 
who idolizes her,^she seems to ne ignorant ^f the combustion her 
charms have kindled in Florence. You will easily conceive the 
difficulty of such a conquest. And yet this epitome of loveliness^ 
so deaf to all tlie whispers of common seduction*, has sometimes 
listened to my sighs. I have found the means of speaking to 
her without witnesses She is not unacquainted with my sea* 
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timents. I do not flatter myself with having warmed her into\ . 
love ; she has given me no reason to form so sweet a conjecture, ’ 
Yet 1 will not despail^ of pleasing her by my constancy, and by 
the cautious conduct, even to mystery, which Itake care to observe. 

• My passion for this lady, continued he, is known only to her* 
self. Instead of pursuing rny game wantonly, and overleapia^r 
the rights of my subjects like a true sovereign, 1 conceal trom 
all the world the knowledge of my .love. This delicacy seems 
due to Mascarini, the husband of lay beloved mistress. His 
zeal and attachment to me, his services and honesty oblige me to 
act in this business with tlie closest secrecy and circumspection. 

I will not plunge a dagger into the bosom of this ill-starred 
husband, by declaring myself a suitor to his wife. Woul(Fhe^ 
might for ever be insensible, were it within possibility, to the^^ 
secret name which devours me : for I am persuadsd that he 
would die of grief, were to know the circumstances 1 have just 
now confided to you. 1 therefore veil my pursuit in impenetra- 
ble darkness ; and have determined to make use of you, for the 
purpose of conveying to Lucretia the merit of tlie sacHfices my 
delicacy imposes on ‘my feelings. Of these you shall be the 
interpreter. I doubt not but you will acquit yourself to a mar- 
vel of your commission. Contrive to be intimate with Mascarini ; 
make a point of worming yourself into his friendship. Th8n an 
introduction to his family will be easy ; and you will secure to 
yourself the liberty of conversing freely with his wife. This is 
what I require from you, and what I feel assured that you will 
execute with all the dexterity and discretion necessary to so 
delicate an undertaking. 

I promised the grana Duke to do my utmost, in furtherance 
of his good opinion, and in aid of his success with the objei.t of 
his desires, 1 kept my word without loss of time. No pains 
were spared to get into Mascarini’s good graces ; and the design 
was not difficult to accomplish. Delighted to find liis friendship 
sought* by a man possessing the affections of the prince, he adt 
vanced half way to meet my overtures. His house was always 
open to me, my intercourse with his lady was unrestrained ; and 
1 have no hesitation in affirming my measures to have been taken 
so well, as to have precluded the slightest suspicion of the em- 
bassy entrusted to my management. It true, he had but a 
smaU share of the Italian je'dousy, relying as he did on the virtue 
of his Lucretia ; so that he ‘often shut himself up in his closet, 
and left me alone with her. I entered at once i^to the pith and 
marrow of ray subject',' 'Phe grand Duke’# passion was my topic 
with the lady : and I told her tlmt the motive of my visits W’ai 
only to plead for that Prince. She did not seem to be over heac 
and ears in love with him ; and yet, methought, vanity forbadi 
her to frown decisively on his addresses. She took a pleasure ii 
listening to his sighs, without sighing in concert. A certaii 
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^propriety of heart she had ; but then she was a woman 5 and it. 
\ was obvious that her rigour was giving way insensibly to the 
friurnnhant image of a sovereign, bound in tlie fetters of her 
resistless charms. In short, the IWnce had good reason to flat* 
ter himself that he might dispense with the ill-breeding of a 
Tarquin, and yet bend Lucretia to a compliance with his long- 
ings. An incident, however, the moat unexpected in the aniuds 
of romance, blasted his flattering prospects ; in what manner you 
shall hear. ^ 

I am naturally ^free and easy vrith the women. Tliis constitu- 
tional assurance, Vhethor a blessing or a curse, was ripened into 
inveterate habit among the Turks. Lucrt tia was a pretty woman. 
I forgot that I was courting by proxy, and assumed the tone# of 
^ a principal. Nothing could exceed the warmth and gallantry 
with which! offered my services to tlie lady. Far from appear- 
ing oflendea at my boldness, or silencing me by s. resentful an- 
swer, she only said with a sarcastic smile : Own the truth, Don 
Raphael ;^the grand Duke has pitched upon a very faithful and 
zealous agent, ^"ou serve him with an integrity not sulliciently 
to be coiuniendcd. Madam, said I in the same strain, lot us not 
examiw things with too much nicety. A truce, I beseech you, 
with moral discussions ; they are not of my clement ; good 
honest passion tallies better with our natures. I do not believe 
myself, after ail, the first prince’s confidant wdio has ousted his 
master in an affair of gallantry; your great lords have often 
dangerous rivals, in more humble messengers than myself, Tliat 
may be,^'plied Lucretia : but a haughty temper stands with me 
in the place of virtue, and no one under the degree of a Prince 
^11 ever sully these charms. Regulate your behaviour accord- 
ingly, added she in a tone of serious severity, and let us change 
JUie subject. I willingly bury your presumption in oblivion, 
proyidea you never hold similar discourse to mo again : if you 
do^ou may repent of it. 

Though this was a comment of some importance on my text,^ 
and ought to have been hecdfully conned over, it w os no bar to* 
my still entertaining Mascarini's wife wdth my pa-ssion. I even 
pressed her with more importunity than heretofore, for a kind 
consent to nw tender entreaties ; and was rash enough to feel 
my ground, by some little personal freedoms. The lady then 
offended at my words, and still more^at my Maliom< tan quins 
and cranks, gave a complete set down to my assurance. Sne 
threatened to acquaint the gray d Duke with my impertinence ; 
and declared she would make a point of hi^ punishing me as I 
deserved. These menaces bristled up my spirit in return. My 
love turned at once into hatred, and determined me to revenge 
myself for the contempt with which Lucretia had treated me, 
I went in quest of her husband ; and after having bound him by 
oath not to betray me, 1 informed her of his wife’s correspona* 
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ence with the Prince, and failed not to represent her as dia;^ 
tractedly enamoured of him, by way of heightening the mteresl 
of the scene. The minister, feat the plot should become tod 
intricately entangled, shut his wife up, without any law but his 
own will, in a secret apartment, where he placed ner under the 
strict guard of confidential persons. While she was thus kept 
at by by the watch-dogs of jealousy, who prevented her from 
^ acgj^mtmg the grand Duke with her situation, I announced to 
tliat Prince, with a melancholy air, Aat he must think no longer 
‘ of Lucrctia. I told him that Mascarinihaddoubtfess discovered 
all, since he liad taken it into his head to keep a guard over his 
wife : that I could not conceive what had induced him to suspect 
me, as I flattered myself with having always behaved according 
to the most approved rules of discretion in such cases. The lady'^ 
might? 1 suggested, have been beforehand, and owni^ all to her 
husband ; and had perhaps, in concert with him, sullered herself 
to be immured, in order to lie bid from a pursuit so dangerous 
to her virtue. Tlie ])riiice appeared deeply afflicted at^my rela- 
tion. I was not unmoved by his distress, and* repented more 
tban once of wluit 1 had done j but it was too late to retract. 
Besides, I must acknowledge, a spiteful joy tingled in my veins, 
when I meditated on the distressed condition of the disdainful 
fair, who had spurned my vows. 

I was feeding with impunity on the pleasure of revenge, so 
palatable to all the world, but most of all to Spaniards, when 
one day the grand Duke chatting with five or six nobles of his 
court and myself, said to us : In what manner would ymi judge 
it fitting for a man to be punished, wlio should ha^e abused the 
confidence of his prince, and designed to step in between him 
and iiis mistress? The best w'ay, said one of the courtiers, ^ 
W’ould be to have him torn to pieces by four horses. Another 
gave it as his verdict, that he should be soundly beaten, till he 
died under tlie blows of the executioner, 'llie most tender- 
hearted and merciful of these Italians, w ith comparative lenity 
t’owards the culprit, wished only just to admonish him of his^ 
fault, by throwing him from the top of a tower to the bottom. 

. ‘ And Don Baphael, resumed the grand Duke after a pause, what 
IS his opinion ? The Spaniards, in all likelihood, would imprcA^e 
upon our Italian severity, in a case of such aggravated treachery. 

I fully understood, as you may well suppose, that Mascarini 
had not kept his oath, or tliat his wife had devised the means of ' 
acquainting the prince with what ^ad passed jjetween her and 
me. My countenfincft# sufficiently betokened my inward agita- 
tion. But for all that, suppressing as well as I could my rising 
emotion and alarm, I replied to the grand Duke in a steady 
of voice— My lord, the Spaniards are more genemus ; W ^ 
such circumstances, they w^ould pardon the unworthy 
of his trusty and by that act of unmerited goodness woj 
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jbi his sod an everlasting abhorrence of his own viliany. Yes, 
truly, said the prijice, and I feel in my own breast a similar 
^int of foi^arance. Let the traitor thent>e pardoned j since I 
have myself only to blame for having given my confidence to a 
man of whom I had no knowledge* but on the contrary, much 

g 'oand of suspicion, according to the current of common report. 

on Raphael, added he, my revenge shall be confined to this 
single interdict. Quit my dominions immediately, and never 
appear again in my prcsenct?. I withdrew in all haste, less hurt 
at my disgrace, than delighted to have got off so cheaply. The 
very next day I Embarked in a Barcelona ship, just setting sail 
from the port of Leghorn on its return. . 

At this period of his history I interrupted Don Raphael ‘to 
^e following effect. For a man of shrewdness, metliinkf you 
/ 'were not a little oil' your guard, in trusting yoijirself at Florence 
' for even so short a time, after having discovered the prince’s love 
of Lucretih to Mascarini. You might well have foreboded that 
the grand duke would not be long iu getting to the knowledge of 
your duplicity. • Your observation is very just, answered the 
well-matched son of so eccentric a mother as Lucinda : und for 
that reason, not trusting to the minister’s promise of screening ' 
ne from his master’s indignation, it had been my intention to 
iisapgpar without taking leave. 

I got safe to Bar(!olona, continued he, with the remnant of the 
wealth I hatl brought from Algiers ; but the greater part had 
been squandered at Florence in enacting the Spanish gentleman. 

I did notrftay long in Catalonia. Madrid was the dear place of 
my nativity, ami 1 had a longing desire to sec it again, which I 
satisfied as soon as possible ; for mine was not a temper to stand 
irarleying with its own inclinations. On my arrival in town, I 
jmanced to take up my abode in a ready -furnished lodging, where 
dwelt a lady, by name Camilla. Though at some distance from 
her teens, she was a very spirit-stirring creature, as Signor Gil 
Bias will bear mo out in saying ; for ho fell in with her at Val- 
ladolid nearly about the same time. Her 'jiarts were still more 
extraordinary than her beauty ; and never had a lady with a 
character to let a happier talent of inveigling fools to their ruin. 
But she was not like those selfish jilts, who put out the Gullibility 
of their lovers to usury t The pillage of the plodding merchant, 
or the grave family man, was squandered upon the first gambler 
or prize-fighter who happened to find his way into her frolicsome 
fa^. 

We loved one aftothet from the first momdht, and the confor- 
mity of our tempers bound us so closely together, that we soon 
aived on the footing of joint property. Tno amount, in sober 
adness, was little better than a cypher, and a fcw'good dinners 
more reduced it to that ignoble negative of number. We were 
each of ua thinking, as the deuce would have of it, of our mutual 

s 1 
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graces of some old nobleman : but is for this ridiculous fid^ty, 
it brings no grist to the mill. Excellent Camilla, answered 1, 
you are beforehand with me. I was going to make the very 
same prc^sal. It exactly meets my ideas, thou paragon of mo* 
r^ity. i es ; the better to maintain our mutual fire, let us forage 


pleasures, without profiting in the least by those happy dispo- 
sitions of ours, for Uving at the expense or other folks* Want^ 
at last gave a keener edge to our wits, which indigence had 
blunted. My dear Baphael, said Camilla, let us carry the war 
into the enemy’s quarters, if you love me ; for while we are gs 
faithful as turtles, we are as foolish ; and fall into op own snare, 
instead of laying it for the unwary. You may get into the head 
and heart or a rich widow ; I may conjure myself into the good 


same prc^sal. it exactly meets my ideas, tnou paragon or mo* 
rajity. i es ; the better to maintain our mutual fire, let us forage 
for substantial fuel. As good may always be extracted out olL 
evil, those infidelities which are the bane of other loves, shall b^^ 
the triumph of ours. * 

On the basis of this treaty we took the field. At^first, there 
was much cry but little wool ; for we had no luck at finding 
cullies. Camilla met with nothing but pretty feilows, trith vanity 
in their hearts, tinsel on their backs, and not a maravedi in their 
, pockets j my ladies were all of a kidney to levy, rather than to 
pay contributions. As love left us in the lurch, we paid our 
devotions at the shrine of knavery. With the zeal of mai^yrs to 
a new religion, did wo encounter the frowns of the civil power, 
whose myrmidons, as like the devd in their nature as their office, 
were ordered on the look out after us ; but the alguazil, with all 
the good qualities of which the corregidor inherited the con- 
traries, gave us time to make our escape out of Madrid, for the 
good of the trade and a small sum of money. We took the road A 
to Valladolid, meaning to set up in that town. I rented a hou^ 
for myself and Camilla, who passed for my sister, to avoid evil 
tongues. At first we kept a tight rein over our speculative' ^ 
talents, and began by reconnoitring the ground before we deter- 
mined on our pan of operations. 

One day a man accosted me in the street, with a very civil 
salutation, to this effect— Signor Don Baphael, do you recollect 
my face P 1 answered in the negative. Then 1 nave the ad- 
vantage of you, replied he, for your's is perfectly familiar to me. 

1 have seen you at the court of Tusegny, where I wp then in 
the grand duke’s guards. It is some months since I quitted that 
prince’s service. I came into Spain with an Italian, who will 
not ffiscredit the politics of his qountry : we have been at Val- 
ladolid these three^ peeks. Oeflr residei^ice il with a Castilian 
and a Galician, who are, without dispute, two of the best crea- 
tures in the world. We live together by the sweat of our biiq^vs,^ 
and the labour of our hands. Our fare is not abstemious, nor 
have we made any vow against the temptations of a life about 
the court. If you will mAe one of our party, my brethren will 
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be glad of jour company ; for you always seemed tome a man of 
spirit, above all vmgar prejudices, in short, a monk of our 
border. ||^ • 

Such frankness from this arch scoundrel was met half-way by 
mine. Since you talk to me with to winning a candour, said I, 
you deserve that I should bo equally explicit with you. In good 
truth 1 ain no novice in your ritual ; and if my modesty would 
allow me to be the hero of my own talc, you would be convinced 
that your compliments wer#not lavished on an unworthy subject. 
But enough ct my own coirnnendations ; proceed wo to the point 
in question. With all possible desire to become a member of 
your body, I shall neglect no opportunity of proving my title to 
that distinction. I had no sooner told tliis sharper at all points, 
that I would agree to swell the number of his gang, than he con- 
ducted mo J .0 their place of meeting, and introduced me inVoper 
form. It^w'as on tliia occasion iliat I first saw the renowned 
Ambrose *de Larnela. These gentlemen catechised me in the 
religion of coveting my neighbour's goods, and doing as I would 
not be done hyf They wanted to discern whether 1 played the 
villain on principle, or had only sonic little practical dexterity ; 
but I showed them tricks which they did not know to be on the 
cards, and yet aeknowledged to bo better than their own. They 
were# still deeper lost in admiration, when m cool disdain of 
manual artifice, as an every-day effort of ingenuity, I maintained 
my prowess in such combinations of roguery as require an in- 
ventive brain and a solid judgment to support them. In proof 
of these^iretensiona. I related the adventure of Jerome do Moy 
adas ; and on*this single specimen of my parts, they conceived 
my genius of so high an order, as to elect me liy i*ommon con- 
(sent for their leader. Their choice was fully justified by a host 
of slippery devices, of which 1 was the master-wheel, tlic corner- 
stone, or according to wdiatever other metaphor in mechanics 
you may best express the soul of a conspiracy. When wo had 
occasion for a female performer to heighten the interest, Caniillu 
was sent upon the stage, and played up to admiration in the 
parts she had to perform. 

Just at that period, our friend and brother Ambrose was seized 
with a longing to see his native country once more. Ho went 
for Galicia witn an assurance that we migut reckon on his return. 
The visit cured his patriotic sickness. As he was on the road 
back, having halted at Burgos to strilie some stroke of business, 
an innkeeper of his acquaintan|ic introduced him into the servi^ 
of Signor Gil Bias de ©antillane, not forgefting to instnict him 
thoroughly in the state of that gentleiBan^s affairs. Signor Gil 
Bias, pursued Don Baphael, addressing his discourse to me, you 
*know in what manner we eased you of your moveables in a ready- 
famished lodmng at Valladolid j and you must doubtless have 
suspected Ai^rose to have been the principal contriver of that 
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exploit, and not without reason. On his coming into town, he 
ran himself out of breath to find ns, and laid open every partion « 
lar of your situation, oo that the associated swindlers Ipid nothing 
to do mi to build on his foundation. But you are unacauainted 
with the consequences of that adventure; you shall tnerefore 
have them on my authority. Your portmanteau was made free 
with by Ambrose and myself. We also took the liberty of riding 
your mules in the direction of Madrid, not dropping the least 
hint to Camilla nor to our partners^in iniquity, wno must have 
partaken in some measure of your feelings in th^ morning, at 
finding their glory shorn of two such beams. 

On the second day we changed our purpose. Instead of going 
to Madrid, whence I had not salliea forth without an urgent 
motive, we passed by Zebreros, and continued our journey as far^ 
as Toffido. Our first care, in that town, was to dress ourselves in 
the genteelest style ; then, assuming the character of^ two bro- 
thers from Galicia on our travels of mere curiosity, we soon got 
acquainted in the most respectable circles. I was so much in the 
hafjit of acting tlie man of fashion, as not easil} to be'^detected ; 
and as the generality of people are blinded by a free expenditure, 
we threw dust into the eyes of all the world, by the elegant enter- 
tainments to which we invited the ladies. Among the women 
who frequented opr parties, there was one not indifierent me. 
She appeared more beautiful than Camilla, and certainly much 
younger. I enquired who she was ; and learned that her name 
vas Viol ante, and that she w^as married to an ungrateful spark, 
who soon grew weary of her chaste caresses, and waci^running 
after those of a prostitute, with whom he was iu love. There 
was no need to say any more, to determine me on enthroning 
Violante the sovereign lady and mistress of my thoughts an^ 
aiffections. * \ 

She was not long in coming to the knowledge of her conquest, 

I began by following her about from place to place, and playing 
a hundred monkey tricks to instil into her comprehension, that 
nothing would please me better than the office of making her 
amends for the ill usage of her husband. The pretty creature 
ruminated on my proffered kindness, aud to such purpose as to 
let me know in the end that my labour was not wasted on an 
ungrateful soil. 1 received a note from h?r in answer to several 
I had transmitted by one cf those convenient old dowagers, in 
such high request throughout Spain and Italy. The lady sent 
me word that ner husband suppeji with his mistress every even- 
ing, and did not return home till very lateni ItVas impossible to 
mistake the meaning; of t||i8. On that very night 1 planted myself 
under Violante’s windows, and engaged her in a most tender 
conversation. *At the moment of parting, it was settled between 
us that every evening, at the same nour, we should meet and eon-* 
verse on the same everlasting topic, without gainsaying any suob 
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>ther ftcts of gallantry as might safely be submitted to the peering 

f e of day. 

HitbertO|Pon Balthazar^ as Violante's husband was callod, had 
no reason to complain of Ins forehead ; but I was a natural phi- 
losopher/ and little satisfied with metaphysical endearments* 
One evening, therefore, I repaired under my lady's windows, 
with the design of telling her that there was an end of life and 
every thmg, if wc could not come together on more accommodat* 
ing terms than from the bAjony to the street ; for I had never 
^et been able^o get into the house. Just as I got tliithcr, a man 
came within sight, apparently with the view of dogging mo. In 
fact, it was the husband returning earlier than usual from his 
precious bit of amusement ; but observing a male nuisance i^car 
nig nunnery, instead of coming straight home, he walked back- 
wards and forwards in tlio street. It w'as almost a mooi point 
with me what I ought to do. At last, I resolveil on accosting 
Don Balthazar, tliough neither of us had the sliglitest knowledge 
of each other. Noble gentleman, said I, you would do me a most 
particular favour by leaving the street vacant to me for this one 
night ; I would do as much for you another time. Sir, answered 
he, I was just going to make the same reejuest to you. I am on 
the look out after a girl, over whom a confouiumd fellow of a 
brotl^r keeps watch and ward like a gault*r ; and she lives not 
twenty yards from this place. I could wish to carry on my pro- 
ject without a witness. Wc have the means, nmlital I, of attain- 
mg both our ends without clashing ; for tlie lauy of my desires 
lives th»e, added I, pointing to his own house. W e liad better 
even help one*another, in ease of being attacked. With all my 
heart, resumed ho ; 1 will gq to my appointment, and wo will 
make common cause, if need be. Under this pretence he went 
. Way, but only to observe me the more narrowly ; and the dark- 
less of the night favoured liis doing so without detection, 

As for me, I made up to Violante’s balcony in the simplicity of 
my heart. She soon heard my signal, and we l)egan our usual 
parley. I was not remiss in pressing the idol of my worship to 
grant me a private interview in some safe and practicable place. 
She was rattier coy to my entreaties, as favours hardly earned are 
the higher valued: at length she took a letter out of her pocket, 
and flung it down to me. There, said she, you wdll find m that 
scrap of paper the promise of what you have teased me so long 
about. She then withdrew as the pour approached w hen her 
husband usually came home, ,I put the note up carefully, and 
went towards thb pla^ where*Doa Balthjjur had told mo that 
his business lay. Sut that stanch husband, with the sagacity 
of an old sportsman where his own wife was the game, came more 
than half-way to meet me, with this question: 'Well, good sir, 
are you satisned with your happy fortunes P 1 have reason to be 
90» answered L And as for yourself, what have you done P has 
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the blind god befriended you P Alas ! quite the contwiy, 
he ; that impertinent brother, who takes such liberties with i 
beauty, thought fit tcf come back from his country house, whenc^ 
we hugged ourselves as sure that he would not return till to- 
morrow. This infernal chance has put all my soft and soothing 
pleasures out of tune. 

Nothing could exceed the mutual pledges of lasting friendship, 
which were exchanged between Don palthazar and me. To draw 
the cords the closer, we made an appointment for the next morn- 
ing in the great square. ♦ This plotting gentlem|ui,« after we had 
parted, betook himself to his own house, without giving Violante 
at all to understand that he knew more about her than she wished 
him. On the following day he was punctual in the great square, 
and I was not five minutes after him. We exchanged greetings^ 
with atl the warmth of old friendship ; but it was a vapour to mis- 
lead on his part, though a spark of heavenly flame on piine. In 
the course of conversation, this hypocritical Don Balthazar palmed 
upon me a fictitious confidence, respecting his intrigu^ with the 
lady about whom he had been speaking the night before. He 
put together a long story he had been manufacturing on that 
subject, and all this to hook me in to tell him in return, by what 
means I had got acquainted with Violante. The snare w^as too 
subtle for me to escape ; I ow'ned all with the innocences of a 
new-born babe. I did not even stick at shewing the note I had 
received from her, and read the contents, to tlie following wr- 

E ort ; “ I am going to-morrow to dine w ith Donna Inez. You 
now where she lives. It is in the house of that coTffidential 
friend that I mean to pass some happy momenta afong with you. 
It is impossible longer to refuse a boon, your patience has so 
well merited.” 1 

Here indeed, said Don Balthazar, is an epistle which promises** 
to crown all your w ishes at once. I congratulate you beforehand 
on your approaching happiness. He could not help fidgetting 
ana wrigglmg a little, w hilo he talked in these terms of his owm 
household ; but all his hitches and wry faces passed off, and ray 
eyes were as fast scaled as ever. I was so full of anticipating 
titillations, as not to think of noticing my new friend, who was 
obliged to get ofi* as fast as he could, for fear of betraying his 
agitation in my presence. He ran to acquaint his brother-in-law 
with this strange occurremib. I know not what might pass be- 
tween them : it is only certain that Don Balthazar nappened to 
knock at Donna Inez’s door, just ^hen I waa at.thdt lady’s house 
with Violante. We were warned who it was, and I escaped by a 
hack door exactly as he went in at the front. As soon as I had 
got safe off, the women, whom the unexpected visit of this trouble- 
some husband bad disconcerted a little, recovered their presence 
of mind, and with it so large a stock of assurance, as to stand the 
brunt of his attack, and put him to a nonplus in ascertaining 
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ifheiher they had Ud me or smuggled me out. I oaniit exactly 
you what he said to Donna Ines end his wife j nor do I be- 
|b?e that history will ever famish any authyitio particulara of the 
/{quabble. 

In the mean time, without suspecting yet how completely I 
was ^ed by Don Balthazar, I sallied forth with curses in my 
mourn, and returned to the great square, where I had apnointed 
Lamela to meet me. But no Lamola was there, Ho also had 
hislittle snug parties, and the scoundrel fared better &an his 
comrade. Aj^I was waiting for him, I caught a glimpse of my 
treacherous associate, with a knowing smile \ipon his countenance. 
He made up to me, end enquired with a hearty laugh, what news 
of my assignation with my nymph, under tlie convenient roof of 
, Donna Inez. I cannot conceive, said I, wliat evil spirit, jealous 
: my loys, takes deliglit to nip them in their blossom ; bi|fc after 
e had embraced, kissed, protested, and, as it wore, spoke the 
rologue bf our comedy, comes the peaking eornntoof aliusband, 
the luries fly away with him,) and Knocks at the door in the in- 
stant ofW eacounter. There was nothing to bo done but to 
lecure my retreat as fast as possible. So 1 got out at a back 
loor, sending to all the inhabitants of bell and its suburbs the 
jealous knave, who was so uncivil as to search another lady's 
mmg for liis own horns. I am sorry you sped so ill-favourodly, 
exclaimed Don Balthazar, who was chuckling with inward satis- 
faction at my disappointment. What a tnechanicul rogue of a 
husband ! 1 would advise you to shew no mercy to tl^e wittol. 
Oh ! yiu need not tmli me how to predominate over sueb a 
peasant, replied L Take my word for it, a now quarter shall be 
added to his coat of arms this very night, llis wife, when I went 
away, told me not to be faiSt-bearted for such a trifle *, but to 
place myself without fail under her windows at an earlier hour 
than usual, for she was resolved to let mo into the bouse ; and as 
a precaution against all accidents, she begged me to bring two or 
three friends in ray train, for fear of a surprise. Wliat a discreet 
and inventive lady I said he. I should have no objee.tion to being 
of your party. Ah ! ray dear friend, exclaimed I, out of wits with 
joy, and throwing my arms about Don Balthazar’s neck, how in- 
finitely you will oblige me ! I will do more, resumed ho ; 1 know 
a young man, armed Uke another Cicsar, for either field of love 
or war ; he shall be of our number, ^d you may then rely boldly 
on the sufficiency of your escort. ^ 

I knew not in what words^ to thank this seeming friend, so 
that mygratituAe imht beVquivalent to his zeal. To make 
abort ot the matter, f^cepted liis proffered aid Our meeting 
was fixed under Violante’s balcony early in the evening, and we 
parted. He went in quest of his brother'in-law, who was the 
hero in question^ As for me/ I walked about all day with 
Lamela, who had no more misgivings than myself, though some- 
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wlbt astinished at the wannth with which Don Balthasar eu* 
fifaged in my interests. We slipt our own necks completely ix^ 
we noose. I own tli^ was mere infatuation on our parts, who^ 
natural instinct ou^ht to have warned us of a halter. When I 
thought it proper tune to present myself under Violante's win- 
dows, Ambrose and 1 took care to be armed with small swords* 
There we found the husband of my fair dame and another man, 
waiting for us with a very determined air. Don Balthazar ac- 
costed me, and introducing his brotker-in-law, said : Sir, this is 
the brave officer whose prowess I have extolled so highly to you. 
Make the best of your way into your mistress 's^house, and let no 
fear of the consequences be any bar to the enjoyment of the 
most rapturous human bliss. 

After a mutual interchange of compliments. I knocked at Vio- 
lante*% door. It was opened by a kind of duenna. In I went, 
and without looking back after what was passing liehind me, 
made the best of my w'ay to the lady’s room. While 1 was pay- 
ing her my preliminary civilities, the two cut-throats who had 
fonowed me into the house, and had banged th(^.4oor tffter them 
so violently, that Ambrose was left in the street, made their ap- 
pearance. You may well suppose that then was the ^peal to 
arms. They both fell upon me at the same time, but I showed 
them some play. I kejjt them engaged on either side so fiejcelj, 
that they were sorry perhaps not to have taken a safer road to 
their revenge. The husband was run througli the body. His 
brother-in-law seeing him on his travels to the shades below, 
made tte best of his way to the door, which the duqt^na and 
Violante had opened, to make their escape while we were fight- 
ing, I ran after him into the street, where I met with Lamela • 
once more, who by dint of not befng able to get a word out of ^ 
the women, running as they did for their very lives, did not'^ 
know exactly what he was to divine from the infernal noise he 
had just heard. We got back to our inn. After packing up 
what was best worth taking with us, we mounted our mules, 
and^ot out of town, without waiting for daybreak or fear of 
robbers. 

It was sufficiently clear that this business was not likely to be 
without its consequences, and that a hue and cry would be set 
up in Toledo, winch we should act like wise men to anticipate by 
a retreat. We staid the night at Yillarubia. At the inn where 
we put up, some time after our arrival, there alighted a trades- 
man of Toledo on his way to Segorba. V/e clubbed our sup- 
pers. He related to., us the trag.cal ca^tropae of Violante s 
husband ; and so far was he from suspecting us of being parties 
ooinoerned, that we inquired into particulars with the curious 
indifference of common newsmongers. Gentlemen, said be, just 
as 1 was setting out this morning, tike report this melancholy 
event was handed about. Every one was on the hunt after 
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Violante ; imd they say that the eorregidor, a relatidu of Dcm 
^Elthazar, is determined on sparing no pains to discover the 
Perpetrators of this murder. So much foi^y knowledge of the 
fousmess. 

The eorregidor of Toledo and his police gave me very littif* 
uneasiness. But for fear of the worst, I determined to precipi- 
tate my retreat from New Castile. It occurred to me that Vio- 
lante, when hunted out of lier hiding-place, would turn informer, 
and in that case she might ^^ve such a description of my person 
to the clerks ip office, as might enable them to put their scouts 
upon a right sceift. For this reason, on the fi^lowing day we 
stouck out of the high rood, as a measure of safety. Fortunately 
Lamelawms acquainted with three-fourths of Spain, and kijow' 
by what cross paths we could get securely into Arragou. Instead 
* of going straight to Cuenca, we threaded tlie dellles of thoanoun- 
tains overhanging that town, and arrived by ways u ith which my 
guide was* well acquainted, at a grotto looking very muel^ like a 
hermitage. In fai’t, it was tlio very place wldtlier you earn© yes- 
terday evening 4o petition me for an asylum. 

While I was reconnoitring the neighbourhood, wddeh presented 
a most delicious landscape to my vii‘w, my companion said to 
me, It is six years since 1 travelled this way. At that time tlie 
grottg before us afforded a retreat to an old li(‘rmit who enter- 
tained me charitabl 3 ^ He made me fare as he did. I rememlxir 
that he was a holy man, and talked in such a strain as almost to 
wean me from the vices and follies of this nether world, lie 
may possibly be still living ; 1 will ascertain whether it be so oi 
not. With tltesc words in his mouth, Ambrose, under the infli’ 
ence of natural curiosity, alighted from Ids mule, and went inb* 
the hermitage. He remained there some ndnutes, and then re- 
turned, calling after me, and saying. Come hither, I lop Kaphael, 
come and bear witness to a most airecting event. J dismounted 
immediately. Wc tied our mules to a tree, and 1 followed 
Luncla into the grotto, w here I descried an ohl ancliord streiidied 
at Ills length upon a couch, pale and at the fioint of death.* A 
white beard, very thick, hung dowm to iiis ndddlc, and he held a 
large rosary, most piously ornamented, in Ids clasped hands. At 
the noise which wx* made incoming near him. he 0 [>ened Ids eyes, 
upon which death had already begun to lay his ]ead(‘n hand ; and 
after having looked at us for a momtHit, said. “ Whosoever you 
are, my brethren, profit by the specta^do w inch presents itself to 
your observation. I have seen out forty years in the world, and 
sixty in this soAtude^ But Aark ! At Vris eternal crisis, the 
time I hare devoted to my pleasures seems an age, and tliat on 
the contrary which has been sacred to repentance, but a minute ! 
Alas ! I fear lest the austerities of brother Juau should be found 
light in the balance with the sins of ^the licentiate Don Juan da 
Ifclis.” 
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^ No sooner were these words out of his mouth than he breathed 
his last. We were struck by the solemn scene. Objects of th^, 4 
kind always make some impression even on the greatest liber- J 
tines ; but our serious thoughts were of no long duration. We"! 
soon forgot what he had been saying to us, and began making an 
inventory of what the hermitage contained; an employment 
which was not oppressively laborious, since the household fumi* 
ture extended no further than what you remarked in the grotto. 
Brother Juan was not only in ill-furflished lodgings ; his kitchen, 
too, was in a very rustic plight. All the store laid in consisted 
of some small nuts and some pieces of crusty barley bread as 
hajd as flint, which had all the appearance of having been im- 
pregnable to the gums of the venerable man. I specify his gums, 
Wause we looked for his teeth, and found they nad all dropped 
out. <l’he whole arrangement of this solitary abode, every opjoct^ 
that met our eyes, made us look upon this good rfhchoret as a ^ 
patterp^ of sanctity. One thing only staggered us in our opi- 
nion. ’We opened a paper folded in the form of a letter, and 
lying upon the table, wherein he besought the person who should 
read the contents, to carry his rosary and sandals to the bishop 
of Cuenca. We could not make out in ^hat spirit this modern 
recluse of the desert could aim at making such a present to his 
bishop. It seemed to us to tread somewhat on the heels of his 
humility, and to savour of one who was a candidate for a*niche 
in the calendar. Though indeed it might bo, that there was no- 
thing in it but a simple supposition, that the bishop was such 
another as himself; but whether his ignorance was r^pally so 
extreme, I shall not pretend to decide. • 

In talking over this subject, a very pleasant idea occurred to 
Lamela. Let us take up our abode, said he, in this holy retreat, , 
The disguise of hermits will become us. Brother Juan must 
laid (juietly in the earth. You shall personate him ; and for my- ^ 
self, m the character of brother Anthony, I will go and see ^jrhat 
is to be done in the neighbouring towns and villages. Besides 
thart we shall be too cunningly ensconced for the prying curiosity 
of the corregidor, since it is not to be supposed that he will 
think of coming liit her to look for us, I have some good connec- 
tions at Cuenca which may be of essential service to us. I fell 
in with this odd whim, not so much for the reasons given me by 
Ambrose, as in compliance with the humour of the thing, and as 
it were to play a part in a, dramatic piece. We made an exca- 
vation in tne ground at about thirty or forty yards from the 
grotto, and buided the, old anchofet there without any pompous 
rites, after having stripped him of his wa^Mrobe, which consisted . 
of a single gown tiea round the middle with a leathern g^dle. / 
We likewise despoiled him of his beard to make me an artificial ^ 
one : and finally, after his ^terment, we took possession of the 
^rmitage. 
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, The first day our table was but meanly serred ; the provisioni 
& the deceased were all wo liad to feed on : but on the following 
B^ing, before sunrise, Lamela set oflP to sell the two mules at 
-Toralva, and returned in the evening, laden with provisions and 
other articles which he had purchased. He brougiit every thing* 
necessaiy to metamorphose us completely. For himself he had 
provided a gown of coarse dark cloth, and a little rod horse-hair 
Ward* so ingeniously appeiuled to his ears, that one would have 
sworn it had been natural, ihere is not a cleverer follow in the 
universe for a* frolic. Brother Juans beard was also new-mo- 
delled, and adapte*d to tlie plumpness of my face. My brown 
woollen cap completed the masquerade. In fact, nothing was 
wanting to make us pass for what we were not. Our eouipage 
was so ludicrously out of character, that we ct)uld not loo it at 
one another without laughing, under a garb so diametricaWy at 
variance witn our general complexion. With brother Juan's 
mantle, I caught and kept his rosary and sandals ; taking the 
liberty of borrowing tliem for the time being from the bishop of 

Cuenca. • . . If 

We had already been three days in the hermitage, without 
having been intcrrujitcd by a living soul ; but on the fourth, two 
countrymen came into the grotto. Tliey brought bread, cheese, 
and oaions, for the deceased, whom they supposed to bo still 
living. I threw myself on our miscTable couch iis soon as they 
made their appearance ; and it was not diilicult to impose on 
them, Besiues that it was too dark to (listinguish my features 
accurateijs I imitated the voice of brother Juan, whoso last 
words I had h<?ard, to the host of my ability. Thf‘y had no sus- 
L picion of the trick, though a good deal surprised at iinding ano- 
ther hermit there. Lamela, taking advantage of their stupid 
pwonder, said in a canting tone : My brethren, be not astonished 
it seeing me in this solitude. I have quitted a hermitage of my 
}wn in Arragon, to come hither and be a companion to the vene- 
rable and edifying brother Juan, who, at his advanced age, wants 
a yoke-fellow to administer to his necessities. Tlie rustics 
lavished their clumsy panegyrics on the charity of Ambrose, and 
congratulated themselves that they might triumph over their 
nei^bours, and boast of two holy personages residing in their 
country. t 

Lamela, laden with a large wallet wjiich he had not forgotten 
among the number of his purchases, \j[ent for the first time to 
reconnoitre the town of Cuetma, which is but a very sliort is* 
tance from the hc^itMe. With a mortifipd exterior, hjf which 
nature had dubbed him for a cheat, and the art of making that 
natural deception go as far as possible, by a most hypocritical 
and factitious array of features, he could not fail* to play upon 
the feelings of the charitable and humane, and those whom 
heaven has blessed with affluence. His knapsack bore tdti- ^ 
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mony to the extrayi^ance of their piouB liberalities. Master 
Ambrose, said I on his return, I congratulate you on yourhapf ^ 
knack at softening the souls of all g(^ Christians. As we ho^.^ 
to be saved ! one would suppose that you had been a mendioan^ 
.friar among the Capuchins. I have done something else besides 
bringing in food for the convent, answered he. You must know 
that I have ferreted out a certain lass called Barbara, with whom 
I used to flirt formerly. She is as much altered as any of us j 
for she also has addicted herself tcr^a godly life. She forms a 
coterie with two or three other sanctified dames, ^who are an ex- 
ample to the faithful in public, and flounce oVbr head and ears 
in every sort of private vice. She did not know me again at 
fifst. What then, mistress Barbara, said I, is it possible that 
you should have discharged one of your oldest friends from your, 
remembrance, your servant Ambrose P As I am ^ true Chris-I 
tian. Signor de Lamcla, exclaimed she, 1 never thou^t to have 
turned you up in such a garb as that. By what transformation 
are you become a hermit P That is more than I can tell you 
jjiist now, rejoined I.- The particulars are rafter long ; but. I 
will come to-morrow evening and satisfy your curiosity. Nay, 
more ; I will bring brother Juan, my companion, along with me. 
Brother Juan, interrupted she, the venerable hermit who has 
taken up his saintly residence near this townP You do not know 
what you are saying; he it supposed to be more than a hundred 
years old. It is very true, said I, that he was of that age some 
little while ago ; but time, in deference to his sanctity, has gone 
backward with him; and he is grown considerably ^younger 
within these few days. He is at present just ab(tut my turn of 
life. Say you so ! Then let us have him too, replied Barbara. 

I perceive there is something more in this mystery than tlie ‘ 
church will be able to explam. ^ 

We did not miss our appointment with these whited sepulchres ^ 
on the following night, xo make our reception the more agree- 
able, they had laid out a sumptuous entertainment. Off went 
our beards and cowls, and vestments of mortification ; and with- 
out any squeamishness we confessed our birth, education, and 
real character, to these sisters in hypocrisy. On their part, for 
fear of being behindhand with us in Ireedom from prejudice, they 
fairly let us see of what pretended religionists are capable, when 
they drop the veil of the sanctuary, and exhibit their unmanu- 
factured faces. We spen^ almost the whole night at table, and 
got back to our grotto but a moment before daybreak. We were 
not long in repeating pur visit ; 6r, if the truth must be told, it 
was ni^tly for three months ; till we had ate up more than two- . 
thirds of our ways and moans in the company of these delicate { 
creatures. But an unsuccessful candidate for their favour got 
wind of our proceedings, and prated of our whereabout in wb 
«earof justice, which was to have been in motion towards the 



DOS BA5HAM> COS8SW8 HIS COMPAST. 

*oUt«ury dwelling. . . «i 

" « /% wt« f»-vamy <0 ?«>«» »Ae w«. «. 

Whkn Don [ue*oAcr » romance, lild 

tatoim life. ^hich. with ^ ^ „f^ood 

the t^iouancas. Don A j. J 1 ,^ l^en pr^ 

breeding, sworQ himstl exclumge of compliments, 

digiouBlv At^'tained y„U the 

Signor Ambrose put m . .j^^g Consider, Don Bft- 

partner oChis ei^loits and p amiss, nictlnnks, 

phael, that the sun “ You are in the right, an- 

{;, take counsel on what we are to da I ^ 

swered hie comrade, wo roust ^ Pamela, I am of opinion 
destination, lor my own p ’ P •_ vrithout loss of time, 
that w* should got “1“" * the territory of Valencia 

reach Bequena to-mglit, a trade. I 

to-morrow, where we h" ® tell mo that wo shall 

have some prognosticating taiWics, w^ colleague, from 

strike some good strokes ‘JJ g Jrophecies. voted on 

sample exper enee of h.s ^JaaeJ and myself. Imv- 

[iis side of the question. A ^ j j. ^i^ggc two worthy 

Bequena; and all hands were pipe fashion as in 

the morning, and the horse wm approach of 

remnant of our provisions. Alter a 

l^ht seemed to Prou»»» ^ retreat • and we were beginning 
&o necessary to the safety of j^ad gone a hundri^ 

|tnr march through the wood . bu ^ t,iggt of anxious spccu- 
[ paces, a hghtamone the trees gave u ^ Baphaci; 

Elation. What caik> the meaning oMUav^^.^^ 

1 these surely must be a Ksh scent of its m 

^“SSicS'a^S- li -I- aiw iiv**. 



Glli BLAS. 


But there ici no trusting to conjecture : I will examine into the 
real truth. Stay you here all three of you ; 1 will be 
again instantly. Nq sooner said than done ; he stole, just as if 
hM been used to it, towards the light which was not far off ; \ 

^ brute or human thief of forest or city could have done it better. 

* With a gentle removal of the leaves and branches which ob- 
structed nis passage, the whole scene was laid open to his silent 
contemplation ; and it afforded sufficient food. On the grass, 
round about a lighted candle with E^clod for its candlestick, were 
seated four men, just finishing a meat pie, and lijigghig a pretty 
large bottle, which was at its last gasp, aftei^ having sustained 
their alternate embraces for successive rounds. At some paces 
from these gentry, he espied a lady and gentleman tied to the 
trees, and a little further off, a carriage with two mules richly^ 
caparisoned. He determined at once in his own mind that the^ ‘ 
fellowB carousing on the ground were banditti ; and* the tenor of 
their talk assured him that he had not belied their ftrade by his 
conjecture. The four cut-throats all avowed a like desire of 
possessing the female who had fallen into theirJiands and they 
were proposing to draw lots for her. Laniela, having made him- 
self master of the business, came back to us, and gave an exact 
account of all he had seen and heard. 

My friends, said Don Alphouso on his recital, that la^lv and 
gentleman whom the robbers have tied to trees, are piobably 
persons of the first condition. Shall we suffer scoundrels like 
these to triumph over their honour and take away tlieir lives ? 
Put yourselves under my direction : lc6 us assail the rfiesperate 
outlaws, and thev will perish under our attack.' With all my : 
heart, said Don Kaphael. It is all one to me, I had just as soon«‘* 
engage on the right side as on the wrong. Ambrose, for his 
part, protested that he wished for nothing better than to lend a . 
Land in so moral an enterprise, as it promised to combine much ^ 
profit with some share oi honour. And indeed, if a man may 
speak a good word for himself, danger stood better recommended 
tnsn usual to my comprehension; all the boiling courage of 
knighthood, pledged up to the knuckles or the chin on the behalf 
of female innocence, was oozing out at every pore of this chival- 
rous person. But, if we are to state facts in the spirit of history 
rather than of romance, the danger w;«8 more m imagination > 
than in reality. Lamela leaving brought us word that the arms ; 
of the robbers were all piled up at the distance of ten or twelve 
paces out of their reach, there Wi^s no difficulty in securing the 
mastery of the field. ^ We tied <5ur horses to' a tree, and drew , 
near, as softly as possible, to the spot wnere the robbers were | 
seated. They were debating with some impetuosity, and tliein 
vooiferous argument was all m favour of our covert att^k. We 
got possession of their arras before they had any suspicion of uSi 
But the enemy was nearer than they imagined : too neat to miss 
aim, and they were all stretched lifeless on the ground. 
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Burbg conflict the candle went out, so that ^re proceeded 
jb our biuiness by guess-work. We were not remiss* however^ 
jlj. unbinding the prisoners, of whom fear got such complete 
^uSsession, that they had not their wits enou^ about them to 
thank us for what we had done for them. It must be allowed 
that they could not at first distinguish whether tliey w’ere to coni 
aider us as their deliverers, or os a fresh gang who had taken 
them out of one furnace to cast them hissing into another. But 
we recovered their spirits by the assurance, that we should lodge 
them safely ima jublic-house which Ambrose mentioned as not 
l>eing more than half a mile off, whence tliey might take oil 
aecessary measures to pursue their journey in whatever direction 
they thought proper. After these words of comfort, which 
seemed to sink deep, wo placed them in their carriage, and dbn- 
ducted them out of the wood, holding their mules by the Jiridle. 
Our clerical friends instituted a ghostly visitation to the jiockets 
of the vanouished banditti. Our next step was to recover Don 
Alphoi LSQ^ norse. Wc also took to ourselves the steeds of the 
nobbers, waiting; as they wore to be released from the trees to 
W'hich they were tied near the field of battle. With this exten« 
sive cavalcade we followed brother Antony, mounted on one of 
^tbe mules, and conducting the carriage to the inn, whitlierwe did 
iiot nrive in less than two hours, though he had pledged his 
credit that the distance from the wood was very sliori. 

We knocked roughly at the door. Every living creature was 
napping, except the fleas. The landlord and landlady fjot on 
their dfcthea in a hurry, and were not at all annoyed at finding 
/their rest disturbed by the arrival of an equipage, which promised 
to do more for the good of the house than it eventually did. The 
i whole inn was lighted up in an instant. Don Alphonso and the 
Stage-bred son of Lucinda lent their assistance to the gentleman 
and lady in alighting from the carriage, and acted as their ushers 
in leading the way to the room prepared for them by the land- 
lord. Compliments flew backwards and forwards like shuttle- 
cocks ; but we were not a little astonished at discovering the 
Count de Polan himself and his daughter Seraphina, in the per- 
sons we had just rescued. It would oe difficult to represent by 
words the si^rise of that lady, as well as of Don Alphonso, when 
they recognised each other's features. The count took no notice 
of it, his attention being engrossei by other matters. He set 
about relating to us in what manner the robbers had attacked 
him, and how they secured his daughter and himself, after 
ihariim killed hit postilion, a {lage, and a Halet-de-chambre, He 
ended with declaring' bow deeply he felt liis obligation ; and ^at 
if we would call upon him at l^oledo, where he should be in a 
month, we should judge for ourselves whether he felt as a grate- 
fill heart ought to feeL ^ 

His lordship's daughter was not backward in her acknowledg* 
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ments for her timely rescue ; and as we were of opinion, that iSi 
Baphael and myself, that we should do a |;ood turn to Don 
phonso by giving hii%an opportunity of a minnte*8 private park 
with the young widow, we contrived to keep the Count de Polw 
, in play. Lovely Seraphina, said Don Aljphonso, to the lady in a 
low voice, I no longer lament over the lot which obliges me to 
live like a man banished from civil society, since I have been so 
fortunate as to assist in the important service just rendered you. 
What then ! answ ered she, witn a sigh, is it you who have saved 
my life and honour P Is it to you that we are so iiylebted, myself 
equally with my father ? An ! Don Alphon^, why were you 
the ii\8trument of my brother’s death P She said no more upon 
the subject ; but he conceived clearly by these words, and by 
the* tone in which they were pronounced, that if he was over , 
head a^pd ears in love with Seraphina, she was equally out of her 
depth in the same passion. 


BOOK THE SIXTH. 

Cfl. l.-^Thejfate of Gil Blast and his Companions after they took leave of 
the Count de Polan. One of Ambro»e*s notable contrivances set off by 
the manner of its execution. 

The Count de Polan, after having exhausted half the night in 
thanking us, and protesting that we might reckon upon Lis sub- 
stantial acknowledgments, sent for the landlord to consult him 
on the best method of getting safely to Turis, whither it was his 
intention to go. We had nothing to do with this nobleman’s 
further progress, and therefore left him to take his own mea^ 
sures. C>ur departure from the inn was now resolved on ; and 
we followed Lamela like sheep after the bellwether. 

After two hours’ travelling, the day overtook us near Cam- 
pillo# We made as expeditiously as possible for tbe mountains 
between that hamlet and Requena. There we wore out the day 
in taking our rest and reckoning up our stock, which the spoil of 
the robbers had considerably replenished, to the amount or more 
than three hundred pistoles, the lawful railage of their pockets. 
We began our march again yrith the setting-in of the ni^t ; and 
on the following morning reached the frontier of Valencia in 
safety. We got quietly into the , first wood that offered as a 
shelter. The inmost lepesses of i6 were bpst suited to our piu> 
pose, and led us on by winding paths to a spot where a rivulet of 
transparent w^ater was meandering in its slow and silent course, 
to incorprate with the waters of Guadalaviar. The refreshW 
shade afforded by the foliage, and the rich pastur^e in which 
our toil-worn beasts so muen delighted, would have &ei this for 
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be place of oir baiting, if our resolution Lad not been prefioualj 
aben to that effect. 

We therefore alighted^ and were prepaaing to pass the daj 
ery pleasantly, but a good breakfast was amongst the foremost 
if our intended pleasures ; and we found tliat there was very 
ittle ammunition left. Broad was beginning to be a nonentity ; 
nd our bottle was becoming an evidence of the material system, 
nere carnal leather withoutia vivifying soul. Gentlemen, said 
Ambrose, scenery and the meturesque have but hungry charms 
br me, unless Jlaechus ana Ceres preside over the landscape. 
3ur provisions mi!st be lengthened out. For this purpose, away 
)OBt 1 to Xelva. It is a very pretty town, not more than two 
eagues off. I shall soon make this little excursion. Speaking 
liter this manner, Ite slung the bottle and the wallet over a 
torse’s back 1 ^ leaped merrily into his seat, and shot out df the 
.vood with a rapidity which seemed to bid fair for a speedy 
return. ' * 

Ho did njot, however, come back quite so soon as he had given 
as reason to expttt. More than half tlie day liad elapsed ; nay, 
night herself w^aa already pranking up her dun and gloomy wings, 
to overshadow the thicket with a uenser horror, when w o saw 
our purveyor once again, whose long stay w as beginning to give 
us son^ uneasiness. Our extreme wishes were lame and impo* 
tent, compared w ith tlie abundance of his stores. He not only 
produced the bottle, filled with some excellent wine, and the 
w allet stuffed with game and poultry ready dressed, to say no* 
thing of bread ; the horse w as laden besides with a large bundle 
of stuffs, of which we could make neither bead nor tail lie 
itook notice of our wonder, and said with a smile : I will lay a 
Sjager, neither Don llaphael nor all the colleges of sooths^ers 
ppon earth can guess w by I have bought tliese articles. With 
this fling at our dulncss, w e untied the bundle, and lectured on 
the intrinsic value of wliat w e had been considering only as an 
empty pageant. In the inventory was a cloak and n black gown 
of trailing dimensions ; doublets, brceclics, and hose to corre- 
spond } an inkstand and writing-paper, such as a secretary of 
j|nte need not be asliamed of ; a xey, such as a treasurer might 
liOT ; a great seal and green w ax, such as a chancellor might 
Hx to his decrees. When be had at length exhausted the dis* 
Way of his bargains, Don llaphael obscfVecTin a banterine tone— 
waiih end troth, Master Ambrose, it must be confessed tnat you 
p«ve made a good yensible speculation. But pray, how do you 
fnean to turn the penn^ on your purchase ? Let me alone for 
iihat, answered Lamela. All these things cost me only ten pii« 
JtelBS, and it sliall go hard but they bring us in abpre five hun* 
fohed. The tens in five hundred are fifty ; a good improvement 
of money, my masters ! I am not a man to burden myself with 
a trumpery pedlst's panic ; and to prove to you that 1 have not 

V 
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been making ducks and drakes of our joint atock» I will let you 
into the secret of a plan which has just taken binh in my peri^ 
cranium. • ^ ^ 

After having laid in my stock of bread, I went into a cook's 
"Shop, where I ordered a range of partridges, chickens, and young 
rabbits, half-a-dozen of each, to be put instantly on the spit. 
While these relishing little articles were roasting, in came a man 
in a violent passion, open-mouthed 4^inst the coarse conduct of a 
tradesman to his consequential self, ^his fi^got of fury observed 
to the lord paramount of the dripping-pan : By St. James ! Samuel 
Simon is the most wrong-headed retail dealer in "the town of Xelva. 
He has just insulted me in his own shop before his customers. The 
slfinflint would not trust me for six ells of cloth, though he knows 
very well that my credit is as good as the bank, and that no oi?e 
coul(f say he ever lost anything W me. Are not you delighted 
with the outlandish monster P He has no objection to getting 
people of fashion on his books. He had rather toss up heads or 
tails with them, than oblige a plain citizen in an honest way, and 
be paid in full at the time appointed. What a strange whim ! 
But he is an infernal Jew. He will be taken in some day or 
other ! All the merchants on the Exchange are lying in wait to 
catch him upon the hip ; and his disgrace or ruin will be nuts 
to me. y 

While this reptile of the warehouse was thus spitting his spite 
and blurting out many other ill-natured inuendos, there came 
over me a sort of astrological anticipation that I should be lord 
of the ascendant over this Samuel Simon. My friend^said I to 
the man who was complaining against that hawker of damaged . 
goods, of what character is the strange fellow you are^ talkingjj 
about P Of a confoundedly bad character, answered he in a 
Depend on it, he is one of the most extortionate usurers in exist- J 
ence, though with the affectation of not letting his left hand know* 
what his right gives away in charity. He was a Jew, and has 
turned Catholic j but rip your way into, his heart, if he has any, 
and you will find liin^ still as inveterate a Jew as ever Pilate was^ 
As for his conversion it was all in the way of trade. 

I took in with greedy ear the whole invective of the shop- 
keeping declaimant, aud failed not, on coming out of the eating- 
house, to enquire for Samuel Simonis residence. A person' 
directed me to the part o^ the town, and there was no dimeultj 
in finding out the house It was not enough to skim my eye 
cursorily over his shop. I peerud into every hole and comer ol 
it; and my imagin^ltion, always on the^^ertVhen any profit is 
to be picked up, has already engenderea a rogue's tnck, which 
only waits the period of gestation, when it may turn out a ban^ 
tling not unworthy to be fathered by the sanctimonious servanf 
of Signor Oil Bias. Straightway went 1 to the ready-made 
warehouse, where I liought these dresses, into which we niay 
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ftnff an inquisitor, a notary, and an algoaiil, and play the parts 
in tlie spirit of the solemn offices they represent, 
i Ah ! my dear Ambrose, mterrupted DousBaphael, transported 
with rapture at the suggestion, wlmt a wonderful idea ! a glorious 
scheme indeed ! I am quite jealous of the contrivance. WiU ^ 
lingly would I blot out the proudest quarter from my escutcheon, 
to have owned an effort of genius so transcendent. Yes, Lamela, 

I see, my friend, all the rick invention of the design, and you 
need be at no loss for instrmnents to carry it into effect. You 
want two goo^ actors to play up to you ; and you have not far 
to look for them. * Y^ou have yourself a face that can look sancti- 
fied, magisterial, or blood-thirsty at will, and may do very well 
to represent the inquisition. My character shall bo that of the 
jsotaiy ; and Signor Gil Bios, if he pleases, may enact the algu- 
azU. Thus |ire the persons of the drama distribuic'd : to-morrow 
we will play tlie piece, and I will pledge myself for its bucccsh, 
bating one*of those unlucky chance medleys, which turn awry the 
currents of the most pithy and momentous enterprises. 

As yet I)on Baphael’s mastoapieco of roguery had made but a 
clumsy impression on my plodding lirain ; out the argument of 
the fable was developed at sunper-tiine, and the hinge upon which 
it turned was, to my mind, ot an ingenious coutrivanee, After 
having dispatclied part of our game, and bled our bottle to the 
last stage of evacuation, wo stretched our length upon the grass, 
and soon fell fast asleep. Up with you 1 up with you ! w as the 
alarum of Signor Ambrose, os the clay begun l>o daw n. People 
who haae a great enterprise ou hand ought not to indulge them- 
selves in indolence. A plague upon you, master inquisitor, said 
Don Eaphael rubbing his eyes, you are confounded early on the 
^TnoTO ! It is as good as an order for execution to master Samuel 
oimon. Many a true word is sjioken in jest, replied Laraela. 
Nay, you shall know^ more, added ho with a sarcastic grin. I 
dreamt last night that 1 w'as plucking the hairs out of his beard. 
Was not that a left-handed dream for him, master secrctai^ F 
. These pleasant liits were followed by a thousand others, which 
called rortU new bursts of merriment. Our breakfast passed off 
with the utmost gaiety ; and wlion it was over, we made our 
amngements for the pageant we had got up. Ambrose arrayed 
himself in sables, as bc^tted so ghostly an instrument for the 
suppression of vice. We also took to our official habits ; nor 
has the dignity of magistracy been often more gravely re- 
^presented Uian bv Don Baph^l and myself. The making up 
of our persons w4 rather a temous operatjem ; for it was later 
than two o’clock in thr afternoon when we sallied from the wood 
• to attend our call at Xelva. It is true, there was no hurry, 
einee the play was not to begin till the setting-in of the evening. 
That being the case, we jogged on leisurely, and stopped at 
the gates S Ihe town till the day was closed. 
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At that eventful hour, we left our horses where they were, tc 
the care of Don Alphonso, who was very well satisfied to have 
humble a cast in tne^ distribution. As for Don Baphaeh Am>^^ 
brose, and myself, our first visit was not to Samuel Simon in 
person, but to a tavern-keeper who lived very near him. Hia 
reverence the inquisitor walked foremost. In went he to the bar, 
and said j^*avely to the landlord : Master, I want to speak a word 
with you in private. The obsequioifc publican shewed us into a 
room, where Lamela, now that we had got him to ourselves, said ; 

I have the honour to be an unworthy member of ihe holy office, 
and am come here on a business of very great* importance. At 
this intimation, the man of liquor turned pale, and answered in 
a tremulous tone that he was not conscious of having given any 
umbrage to the holy inquisition. True, replied Ambrose wiln^ 
encoiftaging affability ; neither do we meditate any harm aj^ainst 
you. Heaven forbid, that august tribunal, too hasty in its 
punishments, should make no distinction between guift and inno* 
cence. It is unrelenting, but always just : to become obnoicious 
to its vengeance, you must have earned its displeasure Iby wicked- 
ness or contumacy. Be satisfied therefore that it is not you who 
bring me to Xelva, but a certain dealer and chapman, by name 
Samuel Simon. A very ugly story about him has come round 
;o us. He is still a Jew in his heart, they say ; and has only 
embraced Christianity from sordid and secular motives. I com- 
mand you, in the name of the tremendous court I represent, to 
tell me all you know about that man. Beware how you are in- 
duced by good neighbourhood, or possibly by close friendship, 
to gloss over and palliate his errors ; for, 1 warn *you authorita- a 
tively, if I detect the slightest prevarication in your e^pdence, ^ 
you are yourself even as one of the abandoned and accursed/ ‘ 
Where is my secretary ? pursued he, turning down towards Don \ 
Baphael. oit down and do your duty. \ 

Mr. Secretary, with his paper already in his hand and his pen 
behind his ear, took his seat most pompously, and made ready to 
take down the landlord’s deposition ; who promised solemnly on* 
his part not to suppress one tittle of the real fact. So far, so 
good 1 said the worshipful commissioner ; we have only to pro- 
ceed in our examination. You will only just answer my ques* 
tions ; but do not interlard your replies •^with any comments of 
your own. Do you often i^ee Samuel Simon at church P I never 
thought of looking for him, said the drawer of corks ; but 1 do 
not know that I ever saw him fhere in my life. Very good ! 
cried the inquisitor.' •Write down that t^e defendant never goes 
to church. 1 do not say so, your worship, answered the landlord, / 
I only say that I never happened to see him there. We ma^^ 
have been at church together, and yet not have come acrfss eatm 
other. My good friend, replied Lamela, you forget that vou are 
deposing to facts, and not arguing, l^emember what I toft y<m i 
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mtempt of court it a hcinoua ofienoe. You are to gite a aoimd 
and diacreet evidence ; every iota of what makes against him* 
and not a word in his favour, if you knewe volumes. If that is 
your pr^tioa, 0 upright and impartial judge* resumed our host* 
my testimony will scarcely be worth the trouble of taking. J 
know nothing about the tradesman you are enquiring after ; and 
therefore can tell neither good nor harm of him : but if you 
wish to examine into the liiAory of his private life, I will run and 
callOaspard, his apprentiecTwhom you may question as much as 
you please. The lad comes and takes his glass here sometimes 
with nis friends. * Bless us, what a tongue 1 lie will rip up all 
the minutest actions of his master’s life, and find employment 
for your secretary till his wrist aches, take my word for it. * 

I like your open dealing, said Ambrose with a nod of appro* 
bation. Tc^ point out a man so capable of sneaking to the bad 
morals of Simon, is an instance of Christian cnarity as wall as of 
religious zeal. I shall report you very favourably to the inqui- 
sition. l^ake haste, therefore ; go and fetch this Gaspard* of 
whom you spedk ; but do the thing cautiously, so that his mas* 
ter may have no suspicion of what is going forward. The multi* 
]^€r of scores acquitted himself of his commission u ith due dili- 
gence and laudable privacy. Our little shopman came along with 
him. • The youth had a tongue with a tang, and was just the sort 
of fellow that we u anted. Welcome, my good young man I said 
Lamela. You behold in mo an inquisitor, appointed^ by that 
venerable body to collect informations against Samuel Simon, on 
an accueation of still adhering to Judaism in his secret devotions* 
You are an ininate of his family, consequently you must be nn 
eye-w^iiess to many of iiis most private transactions. It probably 
may be unnecessary to \^arn you, that you arc obliged in con* 
science, and by fear of punishiiient, to declare all you know about 
him, noiwitbsiandiug any promise to the contrary, when ^ order 
you so to do on the part of the holy inouisition. My it plcu^e 
your reverence, answered the plodding little rascal, I am quite 
ready to satisfy your heart's desire on thiit head, without Weing 
commanded thereto in the name of the holy office. If ever my 
acquittal u as to depend on ray master's character of me, I am 
persuaded that my chance would be a sorry one : and for tliat 
reason, I shall serve him as he would servo me. And I may tell 
you in the first place, that he is a flyvby-niglit whose proceedings 
It is no easy matter to take measure qf ; a man who puts on all 
the starch formalities of an inveterate religionist, but at bottom 
has not a spark df prmciple in* bis composilson. He goes every 
evening dangling alter a little girl no better than she should be 
«... I am vastiv glad indeed to find that, interrupted Ambroset 
because 1 plainly perceive* bv all you have been* telling me^ that 

t is a man of corrupt morals and licentious practices. But au* 
r^^ointby point to the questions Ivhall put to you. It ia 
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above all on tbe subject of religion that I am commissioned to 
enquire into his sentiments and conduct. Pray tell me, do you ^ 
eat much pork at yOUr house ? I do not think, answered 6 as« 
pard, that we have seen it at table twice in the year that I have 
lived with him. Better and better! replied the paragon of in- 
quisitors : write down in legible characters that they never eat 

5 ork in Samuel Simon’s family. But as a set-off against that, 
oubfless a joint of lamb is served u| every now and men P Yes, 
every now and then, rejoined the apprentice; we killed one for 
our own consumption about last Easter. Thq season is pat and 
to the purpose, cried the ecclesiastical commissioner. Come, 
write down, that Simon keeps the passover. This goes on ^mer- 
rily to a complete conviction ; and it seems, we have got a good 
serviceable information here. 

TeB me again, my friend, pursued Lamela, whether you have i 
not often seen your master fondle young children. 4 thousand 
times, answered Gaspard. When he sees the little urchins play- 
ing about before the shop, if they happen to be^ pretty, he calls 
them in and makes much of them. Write thal down, be sure 
you write that down 1 interrupted the inquisitor. Samuel Simon 
18 very grievously suspected oi lying in wait for Christian children, 
and enticing them into his den to circumcise tliem. Vastly well ! 
vastly well, indeed. Master Simon ! you will have an account to 
settle with the society for the suppression of J udaism, take my 
w’ord for it. l.)o not take it into your savage head that such 
bloody sacrifices are to be perpetrated with impunity. A pretty 
use you make of baptism and shaving ! Cheer up, religi'dus Gas- 
pard, thou foremost of elect apprentices ! Make a*fiill confession 
of all thy master’s sins j commctc thine honest testimony >y tell- 
ing us how this simular of a Catholic is more than ever wedded 
to his Jewish customs and ceremonies. Is it not a fact, that one 
day the week he sits with his hands before him, and will not 
even perform the most necessary offices for himself P No, an- 
swered Gaspard, I have not exactly observed that. What comes 
neafest to it is that on some days he shuts himself up in his 
closet, and stays there a lo^ time. Ay ! now we have it, ex- 
claimed the commissary. He keeps the sabbath, or I am not an 
inquisitor. Note that particularly, officer ; note that he observes 
the fast of the sabbath most superstitiodsly ! Out upon him ! 
What a shocking fellow I One question more, and his business 
is done. Is not he always c parleying about Jerusalem? Pretty 
often indeed, replied our informer. He knov^ the Old Testa- 
ment by heart, and *tell 8 us how the teim)le of Jerusalem was 
destroyed. The very thing ! resumed Amorose. Secretair ! be 
sure you do not neglect that feature of the case. Write, in fetters 
of an inch long/ that Samuel Simon has contracted with the devfl 
for the rebuilmng of the temple, and that he is plotting day and 
night for the re-establishment of his nation. That is all X want to 
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know I nnd it ie labour in rain to pursue the examination any 
further. What Gaapard, in the spirit of truth and charity, has 
deposed, would be sufficient to make a of all Jewry. 

W^n the august mouth-piece of the holy tribunal had sifted 
the little scoundrelly apprentice after this manner, ho told him 
he might go about his buftiness ; at the same time commanding 
him, under the severest penalties of the inquisition, not to say a 
word to his master about A’hat was going forward. Qaspard 
promia^ implicit obedience, wind marched off. We were not Ion jf 
n coming artej l»m : our procession from the inn was as grave 
ind solemn as out* pilgrimage thereunto, till we knocked at Sam* 
lel Simon’s door. Ho opened it in person. Tliree figures such 
IS ours might liave dumbfounded a better man ; but his face was 
IS long as a lawsuit, when Lamela, our spokesman, said to Iflm 
in a tone of authority t Master Samuel, I corainnnd you jp the 
name of the holy inquisition, whose delegate I have the honour 
to be, to gfve me the key of your closet without murmur or delay. 
I want to see if I cannot find wherewithal to (‘orrohorale certain 
hints whicTi hav<al)ecu communicated to us respecting you. 

The son of commerce, aghast at these sounds of melancholy 
import, reeled two steps backward, just as if some one had given 
him a blow in the bread-basket. 1? ar from smelling a rat in this 
pleas^t trick of ours, he fancied in good earnest that some secret 
enemy bad made him an objci't of suspicion to the holy huc-and* 
cry ; and it might possibly have happened that, from being rather 
clumsy at his new duties as a Cliristian, he might be conscious of 
having Jaid himself open to serious an imail version. Hoirever 
that might be,«I never saw a man look more foolish. Ho did aa 
'he waa ordered without saying nay ; and opened all his loclc-up 
places with the sheepish a<*quieHeenco of a man, who stood in 
awe of an ecclesiastical rap on the knuckles. At least, said Am* 
brose as he went in, at least you are not a contumacious op- 
pugner of our resistless mandates. 13ut withdrew into finother 
room, and leave me to fulfil the duties of my station without 
profane observers. Samuel did not set his face against this qpm- 
mand any more than against the first : but kept himself quiet in 
his shop, while we went all three of us into his closet, where, 
without loss of time, we laid an embargo on his cash. It was no 
difficult matter to finc^ it ; for it lay m an open coffer, and in 
much larger quantity than we could away. There were a 
great many bags heaped up ; but all m silver. Gold would have 
been more to our mind ; but, as robbers must not be choosers 
any more than beggars, wo were obliged to yield to the necessity 
of the case. Not onl]^did we line our podkets with ducats ; but 
the most unsearchable ports of our dress were made the recep- 
of our filchings. Yet was there no outward shew of the 
lieavy burden under which we tottered ; thanks to the cuniung 
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oontriv^ce of Ambrose Don Baphael, who proved thai there 
ie nothing like being master of one’s trade. 

We marched out^of the closet, after having feathered oar 
OMts pretty warmly ; and then, for a reason umich the rea^r 
will have no great difficulty in guessing, the worshipful in(]^ai8itor 
"produced his padlock, and fixed it on the door with ms own 
hands : he affixed moreover his own seal, and then said to Simon : 
Master Samuel, I forbid you, in thegiame of the holy inquisition, 
to touch either this padlock or this libal, which it is your bounden 
duty to hold sacred, since it is the authentic se^ of our holy 
office. 1 shall return hither this time to-morrOw, then and here 
to open my commission, and provisionally to take off the inter- 
dict. With this injunction, he ordered the street door to be 
opened, and we made our escape after the processional manner, 
out o( our wits with joy. As soon as we had marched about 
fifty yards, we began to mend our pace into such a ‘'quick step, 
aggravated by degrees into a leap and a bound, thtft we were 
almost like vaulters and tumblers, m spite of the weight we car- 
ried. We were soon out of town ; and mounting our Iforses once 
more, pushed forward towards Segorba, with many a pious 
ejaculation to the God Mercury, on the happy issue of so Md 
an attempt. 


Ch. IL — The determination of Don Alphonso and Git Blat afth thio 
adventure. 

We travelled all night, according to our modest and unobtrusive 
custom ; so that we found ourselves at sunrise, near a Ijjitle vil- 
lage two leases from Segorba. As we were alljbired to death, 
it was agreed unanimously, to strike out of the highway, and 
rest under the shade of some willows, which we saw at the foot 
of a little hill, about ten or twelve hundred yards from the vil- 
lage, where it did not seem expedient for us to halt. These wil- 
lows flashed us with an agreeable retreat, by the side of a 
bttle brook which bubbled as it washed their roots. The place 
struck our fancy, and we resolved to pass the day there. We 
unbridled our horses, and turned them out to grass, stretching our 
own gentle limbs on the soft sod. There we courted the drowi^ 
god of innocent repose for awhile, and then rummaged to the 
bottom of our wallet and our wine*8kin. After an ecclesiastical 
breakfast, we counted up ouy ten tithes of Samuel Simon’s money ; 
and it mounted to a round three thousand ducats. So that with 
such a sum and what we *^had before, it might be said without 
boast^, that we knew how to make both ends meet. 

As it was necessaiw to go to market, ADcibrose and Don Ba* 
phael, throwing off tneir Besses now the play was over, said that 
th^would takejbhat office conjointly on themselves : the adventure 
at jtelva had oi^y shppened their wit, and they had a mind to 
look about Segorba, just to make the experiment whether any 
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Appo^uity mi((ht oSer.of Btriking wother BtrokG. You have 
aothing to do, added the heir of Luoiiida*B wit aod wisdomi but 
to wait for us onder these willows ; we sIibU not be long before 
we are with you again. Signor Don Baphael, exolaimea I wiA 
a horselaugh, tell us rather to wait for you under a more su^» 
stantial tree ; the gallows. If you once leave us, we are in a 
month's mind that we shall not see you again till the day after 
the fair. This suspicion oAour honour goes against the grain» 
replied Signor Ambrose ; %ut we deserve that our characters 
should suffer jn your esteem. It is but reason that you sbodd 
distrust our nurfty, after the affair at Valladolid, and should fancy 
that we shall make it no more a matter of conscience to play 
at the devil take the hindmost with you, than with the p(.rty 
that we left in the lurch in that town. Yet you deceive your- 
selves egregiously. The gang upon whom we turned thew tables 
were people of very bad cliaracier, and their company began to 
be disreputable to us. Thus far justice must be done to the 
members of our nrofession, that there is no bond in all civilised 
life less liable in be broken by personal and private interest ; but 
when there are no feeiings in common, our good understanding 
will be the worse for wear, as it happens among other descrip- 
tions of men. Wherefore, Signor Uil Bias, I entreat you, and 
Sig^r Don Alphonso as well as you, tOLbe somewhat more libe- 
ral in your construction ol’ us, atid to set your hearts at respect- 
ing Don Raphael’s and my whim about going to Segorba. 

It is the easiest thing in the world, observed Lucinda’s hopeful 
brat, quash all subject of uneasiness on that score : thev have 
/ only to remain treasurers of the excluHjuor, and they will have 
^ a sufficient pledge in their hands for our return. You see, Sig- 
nor Gil Bias, that we are all fair and above board. You shall both 
hold security for our re-appearance, and you may rest assured 
tliat for Ambrose and myself, w^e shall set off without the slight- 
est misgiving of your taking to your heels with so valuable a 
deposit. After so substantial a proof of our good faith, will 

J ou not place implicit confidence m usP Yes, gentlomen,*Baid 
, and you may do at once whatever seems good in your own eyes, 
lliey took their departure immediately, carrying the bottle and 
the wallet along with them, and left mo under the willows with 
Don Alphonso, who slid to me after they were out of sight » 
Now is the time, Signor Gil Bias, naw is the time to open my 
neart to you. I am angry with myself for having been so easily 
prevailea on to herd thus far irith these two knaves. You have 
no idea how maify times I ba^e quarrelled •with myself on that 
score. Yesterday evining while I was watching the horses, a 
thousand mortifying reflections rushed upon my mind. I thought 
' it did not become a young man of honourable mnciples to five 
among such scuri^ fellows as Don Raphael and LaineU ; that it 
by illduck some dCay or other, and many a more unlikely thii^( 
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has happened, the success of our swindling tricks should throw 
us into the hands of justice, I might sustain the shame of being 
tried with them as a reputed thief, and undergoing the disgrace- 
ful sentence of the law. These frightful thoughts present them- 
selves incessantly to my imagination, and I wul own to you that 
I have determined, as the only means of escape from the con- 
tamination of their bad actions, to part from tnem for ever. I 
can scarcely suppose that you will ai|ipproveof my design. No, 

I promise you, answered I : though you have seen me perform 
the part of the flJguazil in Samuel Simon's comedy do not fancy 
that such pieces as those are got up to my taster I take heaven 
to witness that while acting in so witty a scene, I said to myself; 
Faiih and troth, master Gil Bias, if justice should come and lay 
hold of you by the wesand at this moment, you would well deserve 
the penitential wages of your iniquity. I feel therefore no more 
disposed than yourself, Don Alphonso, to tarry long|*er in such 
baa company j and if you thinK well of it, I wdll bear Vou com- 
pany. When these gentlemen come back, we will demand a 
oalancing of the accounts, and to-morrow morning, or^even to- 
night before to-morrow, we will make our bow to them. 

The lovely Seraphina’s lover approved my proposal. Let us 
get to Valencia, said he, and we will embark for Italy, where we 
shall be able to enter into the service of the Venetian republic. 
Will it not be far better to take up the profession of arms, than 
to lead such a dastardly and disreputable life as we are now en- 
gaged in P We sTiall even be in a condition to make a very hand- 
some figure with the money that will be coming to us. Njot that 
I appropriate to myself without remorse a fund so unfairly es- 
tablished ; but besides that necessity obliges me to it, if ever I ' 
acquire any property in iny campaigns, I make a vow to indem- / 
nify Samuel Simon. I gave Don Alphonso to understand that 
irty sentiments coincided with his own, and we resolved at once 
to separate ourselves from our companions on the following 
morning before daybreak. We were above the temptation of 
profiting by their absence, that is, of marching off in a hurry 
with the sum total of the finances; the confidence they had 
reposed in leaving us masters of the whole revenue, did not 
permit such a thought so much as to pass through our minds. 

Ambrose and Dou Raphael returned from Segorba just at the 
close of day. The first thiisg they told us was, that their jour- 
ney had been propitious ; for they liad laid the comer stone of 
a rascality which, to all appearance, would turn out still better 
than that of the evei^i^g before. And thereupon the son of Lu- 
cinda was going to put us in possession or the details ; but Don 
Alphonso cut mm snort in his explanation, and declared at once 
his intention of parting company, I announced my oto wish 
to do the same. To no purpose did they employ all their rhetp- 
rioi to prove to us the propriety of our accompanying them in 
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Bieip professional travels ; we took leave of them the next morn* 
ing, after having made an equal division of our rash, and pushed 
on towards Valencia. t 

Oh. hi.— iftt unforhmaie occurmtte^ which terminated to the high de* 
tight af Dm Atphmso, UH Hlac mccU with an adpcnturc which placA 
Atm all at wee in a very euvertor situation, 

Wb galloped on gaily as ffl| as Bunol, where, as ill-luck would 
have it, we were obliged <o stop. Don Alphonso was taken ill. 
His disorder was^a high fever, with sueh an access of alarming 
symptoms, as put me in fear for his life. By the greatest mercy 
in the world, the place was not beset by a single physician, and 
I got clear off without any harm but my fright, lie was qyite 
out of danger at the end of three days, and with my nursing, his 
recoveiT was rapid and w’ithout relapse. II scenied to he very 
i^teful fpr my attentions ; and as we really and truly felt a 
Eking for each other, we swore an eternal friendship. 

At length w’O got on our journey again, in the constant de- 
termination, wli^n we arrived at Valencia, of profiting by the 
first opportunity which might offer to go over mfo Italy. But 
heaven disposed of us differently. Wo saw at the gate of a fine 
castle some country people of both sexes making merry and 
dancing in a ring. Wc w ent near to be spcctalors of their revels ; 
and Don Alphonso w'as never less prepared tlian for the surprise 
which all at once came over his senses, lie found it was Baron 
Steinbach, who was as little backward in recognising him, but 
ran u^to him with open arms, and cxclairacid, in accents of 
Unbridled joy-^Ali, Don Alphonso! is it youP What a delight- 
ful meeting I While search was making for you in every direc- 
tion, chance presents you to my view. 

My fellow traveller dismounted immediately, and ran to em- 
brace the baron, whose joy seemed \o me of an extravagant 
nature. Come, my long-lost son, said the good old man, you 
shall now be informed of your ow n birth, and know the happy 
destiny that awaits you. As he uttered these words, he con. 
ducted him into the castle. 1 went in along witli them ; for 
while they wore exchanging salutations, I had alighted and tied 
our horses to a tree. The lord of the castle was the first person 
w’hom we met. He wis about the ago of fifty, and a very well- 
looking man. Sir, said Baron Steinkaeh, as ne introduced Don 
Alphonso, behold your son. At tlu^se words, Don Cffissr da 
Leyva, for by that title the lonl of tue castle was called, threw 
his arms round iDon, Alphonlo's neck, %Dd weeping with joy, 
mattered indistinctly, my dear son, know in me the author of 
your being. If I have for so long left you in ignorance of yow 
birth and family, rest assured that the self-dsnial was mine ill 
the most painful degree. I have a thousand times been ready to 
bunt witn anxiety, but it w as impossible to act otherwise* I 
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had married your mother from sheer attachment, for her origm 
very inferior to mine. I lived under the control of an austere 
father, whose sereritf rendered it necessOT to keep secret a 
marriage contracted without his sanction. Baron Steinbach, and 
he alone, was in my confidence : he brought you up at my re- 
quest, and under my directions. At length my father is laid 
with his ancestors, and 1 can own you for my son and heir. 
This is not all ; I can give you for | bride a young ladv whose 
rank is on a level with my own. Sir, interrupted Don Aiphonso, 
make me not pay too dear for the happiness y^^hail^^t been 
throwing in my lap. May I not be told that tiAve Ml honour 
of being your son without being informed at the ean^pune that 
you are determined to make me miserable? Ah, j^I be not 
more cruel than your own father. If he did not cotl^t to the 
indulgence of your passion, at least he never you to 

take another wife. My son, replied Don Ceesar, no wish 
to exercise a tyranny over your inclinations, which 1 l^|turned at 
in my own case. But have the good manners just to scwl^the lady 
I design for you, that is all I require from jrour filkl duty. 
Thougn a love^ creature and a very advantajgeous mate^, 1 pro* 
mise never to force you into marriage. She is now in, tids castle. 
Follow me ; you will be obliged to acknowledge that you have 
rarely seen a more attractive obiect. So saying, he le^, Don 
Aiphonso into a room where I maae myself bne of Ae party with 
Baron Steinbach. 

There was the Count de Polan with his two daughtos. Sera- 
phina and Julia, and Don Ferdinand de Leyva, his j^Urindaw, 
who was Don Caesar's nephew. Don Ferdinand^ bb #as men* 
tioned before, had eloped with Julia, and it was on . the occasion 
of the marriage between these two lovers that the peasantry of 
the neighbourhood were collected on this day to constellate the 
bride and bridegroom. As soon as Don Aiphonso made his ap- 
pearance, and his father had introduced him to the cpmjpany, the 
Count de Polan rose from his chair and ran to 
saying — Welcome my deliverer ! Don Aiphonso, add^ he, ad- 
dressing his discourse to him, observe the power of vfitue over 
generous minds. Though you have killed my son, you saved my 
life. I lay aside my resentment for ever, and give you that very 
Seraphina whose honour you motected from invasion. In so 
doing, my debt to you is paid. Don Caesar's son was not wanting 
in acknowledgments to the Count de Polan, nor could he be 
otherwise than deeply afiebted by his goodness ; and it may be 
doubted whether the^i^covery of his birth and parentage touched 
his felicity more nearly than the intelligence that he was the 
destined husband of ISeraphina. This marriage was actually 
solemnized some afterwards, to the entire satisfaction of ali 
pi^es coDcemed. 

As I was one of the Count de Polan's deliverers, this noble* 
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man, who knew me again immediately, said Uiat he would take 
upon himself the care of making my fortune. I thanked him for 
hii^iberality, but would not leave Don A|j>hon8o, who made me 
steward of his household, and honoured me with his eonlldence. 
A feW days after his morria^je, still harping upon the trick which 
had Been played to Samuel Simon, he sent me to return to thal 
cozened shopkeeper all the money which had been filched from 
him. I went therefore to tnake restitution. This w'as setting 
up the trade of a steward, lAt beginning at the wrong end i they 
ought all of them to end with restitution ; but nine hundred and 
ninety-nine out of a thousiind think it double trouble, and excuse 
themselves. 


, BOOK THE SEVENTH. 

Ch. L— 'TAt i&der attachment between Oil Hint and Dame Lorenao 
Sephora, 

Away weht I to Xelva witli three thousand ducats under my 
charge, as an cquivaltMit to Samuel Simon for the amount of his 
Iocs. I will have the honesty to own, that my fingers itched 
as I jogged along, to transfer these funds to my own account, 
and begin my stew'ardshij) in character, since everything in this 
life depends upon setting out well. There w’rs no risk in pre- 
ferring instinct to principle ; because it was only to ride about 
the country for five or six days, and come home upon a brisk 
trot asiif I had done my business and made the best of my way. 
Don Alplionso and liia father w^ould never have* believed me capa^ 
ble of a breach of trust. Yet, strange to tell, I was proof against 
so tempting a suggestion ; it w'ould scarcely be too much to say, 
that honour, not the fear of being found out, was the spring of so 
praiseworthy a decision j and as times go, that is saying a great 
deal for a lad, whose conseience had been pret ty well seasoned by 
keeping company with a long succession of scoundrels. Many 
people who have not that excuse, but frequent w orshipful society, 
wdll wonder how such squeamishness should have prevailed over 
my good sense : treasurers of charities in particular ; persons 
who have the wills of relations in their custody, and do not ex- 
actly like the contents# in short, all those whose charactors stmid 
higher than their principles, will find food for reflection in my 
overstrained scrupulosity. 

After having made restitution to* the merchant, who kittle 
thought ever to have seen one*farthing o( kis property again, I 
returned to the castle t>f Leyva. The Count de Polan W taken 
his departure, and was far on his journey to Toledo with Julia 
and Don Ferdinand. I found my new master more wrapped up 
than ever in Ser^hina ; his Seraphina equally wrapped uf in 
my master, and Don Csssar just as much wrapped up as eithei 



802 


GIL BLAS. 


iu the contemplation of tlie happy couple. My object was to 
gain the goodwill of this affectionate father* and 1 succeeded to 
my wish. The whde house was placed implicitly under my 
superintendence — notiiing was done without my special direo* 
tion ; the tenants paid their rents into my hands ; the disburse' 
fnents of the family were all under my revision ; and the subor- 
dinate situations in the household were at my disposal without 
appeal ; and yet the power of tyrannizing did not give me the 
indination, as it has always hithertolione to my equals and supe- 
riors. I neither turned away the male servants, because I aid 
not like the cut of their beards, nor the female ^n^s because they 
happened not to like the cut of mine. If they made up to Don 
Cffisar or liis son at once, without currying my favour as the 
(hdhnel of all good graces, far from taking umbrage at them on 
that account I spoke ^out officiously in their behalf. In other 
respeAs, too, the marks of confidence my two masters were in- 
cessantly lavishing on me inspired me with a substantial zeal for 
their service. Their interest was my real object: there was no 
slight of hand in my ministry ; I was such a caterer foi6»the gene- 
ral good, as you rarely meet with in private families or in poli- 
tical societies. 

While I w’as hugging myself on the well-earned prosperity of 
•my condition, love, jealous of my dealings with fortune, was 
bent on sharing my gratitude by the addition of a higher* zest. 
He planted, watered, and ripened the heart of Dame Lorenza 
Sephora, Seraphina’s confidential w oman, an abundant crop of 
likmg for tlie happy steivard. My Helen, not to sink the^fidclity 
of the historian m the vanity of the man, could not be many 
months short of her' fiftieth year. But for all that, a look of . 
wholesomeness, a face none of the ugliest, and two good-lookin<j * 
eyes of which she knew the efficient use, might make her still ‘ 
pass for a decent bit of amusement in a summer evening. I could 
only just have been thankful for a little more relief to her corn- 
ploxion, since it was precisely the colour of chalk ; but that I 
attributed to maiden concealments, which had eat away all the 
damask of her cheek. 

The lady ogled me for a long time, with ogles that savoured 
more of passion than of chastity ; but instead of communing in 
the language of the eyes, 1 made pretence at first not to be 
sensible of my own happiness. Thus dicfmy gallimtry appear as 
if arrayed in its first mushes ; a circumstance which was rather 
tempting than repulsive to her feelings. Taking it into her 
head therefore, that there was no standing upo^ dumb eloquence 
with a young man w^d looked more like^a novice than he was, 
at our very first interview she declared her sentiments in broad, i 
unequivocal terpia, I might have no plea for misinterpreta^' 
tion. She p^yed her part hke an old stager : affected 
overwhelmea wi^ confusion while she was speaking to me 
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Iftftet haring said all she wanted to say in a good audible roioe^ 

C ‘ 'ier hand before her face» to hide the shame which was not; 

, and make me believe that she wa<|^ incommoded by the 
delicacy of her own feeling. There was no standing such an 
attack; and though vanity imd a larger share in my surrender 
the tender passion. I did not receive her overtures ungrsl^ 
ciously. Nay, more, I presumed to overlook decorum in my 
vivacity, and acted the imlatient lover so naturally, as to call 
down a modest rebuke upon my freedoms. J/orensa chid my 
fondness, but with so much fondness in her eludings, that while 
she prescribed td me tlie coldness of an aneboritc, it u os very 
evident she would have been miserably disappointed if I had 
aken her prescription. I sho\ild have pressed the allair at (nice 
o the natural UTinination of all such affairs, if the lovely object 
)f my ardent wishes had not been afraid of giving me a left- 
liandcd opinion of her virtue, by abandoning the works lielbre 
the siege w as rcgulnrly formed. This being so, we parted, but 
with a promise to meet again : Sephora in tho full persuasion 
that her feluctant resistance would stamp her for a vestal in my 
esteem, and myself full of the sweet hojie (hat the torments of 
Tantalus would soon be succeeded by an elysiurn of enjoyment. 

My affairs were in this happy train, when one of Don Ciesar’s 
und^r servants brought me such a piece of news, os gave an ague 
to my raptures. Tliis lad was one of those inepusitivo inmates 
who apply either an ear or an eye to every ke} hole in a house. 
As he paid Ids court constantly to me. and served up some fresh 
piece if scandal every day, lie (•amc to tell me one morning that 
he had made a pleasant diseovery ; and that he luul no objection 
.tb lettinjj me into the fun, on condition that I would not blab; 
Hb^auso Dame Lorenza Sephora was the theme of the joke, and 
be was afraid of becoming obnoxious to her rescnimeiit and 
revenge. I waa too much interested in coming at the story he 
had to tell, not to swear myself into discretion through thick 
and thin ; but it was necessary that my inotivj* should seem cu- 
riosity and not personal concern, so that I a^ked him, with an air 
of as much indifference as 1 could put on, wliat w^as this mighty 
discovery about w Inch he made such a piece of work. Lorensa, 
whispered he, smuggles the surgeon of tln^ village every evening 
into her apartment : l|f 3 is a tight vessel, w ell armed and manned ; 
and the pirate generally stays pretty long upon hU cruisse. 1 do 
not 4ean to say, added he, with supercilious candour, but that 
all this may be perfectly innocent oA both sides, but you cannot 
help admitting, that where alyoung man does insinuate himseh 
sUly mto a girl’s bedchamber, he takes ^ter care of bis own 
. pteasure than of her reputation. 

Though this tale gave me aa much uneasinesiL as if 1 had beei 
* vexflj and romantically in love, I bad too much sense to let him 
know it; but so tar a^d my feelinga aa to laugh heartily at a 



story whicli struck at the xm life of all my hopes. But when 
no witnesses were by, I made myself full amends for having . 1 
gulped down my rising indignation. I blustered and stormed ; ’ 
muttered blessings on them the wrong way, and swore outright ; 
but all this without coming nearer to a decision on my own con- 
auct. At one time, holding Lorenaa in utter contempt, it was 
my good pleasure to give her up altogether, without condescend- 
ing so far as to come to any expIanAion with the coquette. At 
another time, laying it down as a pnnciple, that ray honour was 
concerned in raaking the surgeon an example to all intriguers, I 
spirited up my courage to call him out. Tims dangerous valour 
prevailed over safe indifference. At the approach of evening I 
placed myself in ambuscade ; and sure enough the gentleman 
did slink into the temple of my Vesta, with a fear of being 
found put that spoke rather unfavourably for the purity of his 
designs. Nothing short of this could have kept my rage alive 
against the chilliness of the night air. I immediately quitted 
the precincts of the castle, and posted myself on the high road, 
whore the gay deceiver was sure to be intercepted on Ms return. 

I waited for him with my fighting spirits on the full boil : my 
impatience increased with the lapse oi time, till Mars and Bellona 
seemed to inhabit my frame, and enlarge it beyond human 
dimensions. At length my antagonist came in siglit. I took a 
few strides, such as bully Mars or Bcllona might have taken ; 
but I do not know how the devil it came to pass, my courage 
went further off’ as my body came nearer ; my frame was con- 
tracted witliin somewhat less than its human diniensloiis, and 
my heart felt exactly like the heart of a coward. ^The hearts of 
Homer’s heroes felt exactly the same, when the dastardly dogs 
were not backed by a supernatural drawcansir ! In short, I wasp 
just as much out of ray element as ever Paris was, when he 
pitted himself against Menelaus in single combat. I began 
taking measure of this operator in love, war, and anatomy. He 
appeared to be large limbed and well knit, with a sword by his 
side^f a most abominable length. All this made me consider, 
that the better part of valour is discretion ; nevertheless, whether 
from the superiority of mind over the nervous system in a case 
of honour, or from whatever other cause, though the danger ctcw 
bigger as the distance diminished, and in#pite of nature, vAich 
pieced obstinately that honour is a mere scutcheon, and can 
neither set a leg nor take away the grief of a wound, I mustered 
up boldness enough to mar^h forw{urd towards the surgeon sword 
in hand. , • • 

My proceetog seemed to him to be of Hie drollest. What is 
the matter, Signor Gil Bias P exclaimed he. Whv all this fire i 
and furyP You are in a bantering mood, to all appearance.^ 
No, good master shaver, answered I, no such thii^ i tnere never 
was anything more serious since Cain killed Abel I am de^^ 



OIL BLAS’ ABTENTVBB WITH fHB SBROBON. S05 

f mined to the experiment, whether aa little preparation senrea 
I your turn in the field of battle as in a lady's chamber. Hope 
/ not that you will be suflR^d to assess without a rival that hea- 
ven of bliss in which you have ueen indulging but this moment 
at the castle. By all the martyrdoms we phlebotomiaers have* 
ever sufiered or inflicted ! replied the surgeon, setting up a shout 
of laughter, this is a most ^yumslcal adventure. As heaven is 
ray judge ! appearances ar«|very little te be trusted. At this 
put off/fancying that he had no keener stomach for cold iron 
than myself, I, got to he ten times more overbearing. Teach 
your parrot to speak better Spnnisli. my friend, interrupted 1 ; 
do you think we do not know a hawk from a hrrnsliaw r Ima- 
gine not that the 8im])le denial of the fact will settle the business. 
I see plainly, replied lie, tliat 1 slinll he obliged to speak out, or 
I some mischie/ must happen either to you or me. I shall ^ere- 
> fore disclose a si'cnd to you ; though men in our profession can- 
not be too mucli on tht* resene. If Dame Lorenza sends for me 
into her apfirtment iiiuler suspicious eireumstanees, it is only to 
conceal from the Servants the knowledge of her malady. 8ho 
has an incurable nicer in her hack, w hieh I come every evening 
to dress. This is the real occasion of those visits which disturb 
your peace. Henceforward, rest assured lliat you have her all 
to yourself. But if you are not satisfied with this expectation, 
ana are absolutely bent on a fencing match, you have only to 
say so : I am not a man to turn rny hack upon a game at sword 
play. With these words in his mouth he drew his long rapier, 
whrH made my heart jump into my throat, and 8too<l upon his 
- pcard. It is cftough, said 1, putting my sword up again in its 
^'ahbard, I am not a ^\iid beast, to turn a deaf car to reason ! 
after what you have told me, there is no cause of enmity between 
us. Let us shake hands. At this proposal, liy whieli ho found 
out that I was not such a devil of a fellow as he had taken me 
for, he returned liis weapon with a laugh, met my advances to 
be reconciled, and we parted the best friends in the world. 

From that time forw ard Scphora never came into my lIiougHts 
but with the most disgusting associations. 1 shunned all the 
opportunities she gave me of entertaining her in private, and 
this with so obvious a study, almost bordering oj rudeness, that 
she could not but notice Astonished at so sudden a reverse, 
she was dying to know the cause, add at length, finding the 
means of pinning me down to a teie-ii-iete. Good Mr, Steward, 
said she, tell me, if so please yoij why you avoid the very sight 
of me P It is tme fliat I made tnc first advances ; but then you 
afed the consuming fire. ^Bccal to memory, if it is not too great 
B favour, the private interview we Iiad together. Kien you were 
^magazine or combustibles, now you are as frozen as the notth 
ma. What is the meaning of all this P The question was not a 
Bittle difficult of solution, for a man unaccustomed to the violence 
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of amorous interrogatories. The consequence was, that it pus* 
sled me most confoundedly. I do not precisejy recollect the v 
identical lie 1 told the lady » but I recoUect perfectly that noting ^ 
but the truth could hare affronted hdr more highly. Sephor^ 

« though by her mincing air and modest outside one might liave 
taken her for a lamb, was a tigress when the savage was roused 
in her nature. I did think, said she, darting a glance at me full 
of malice and hideousness, I did |hink to have conferred such 
honour as was never conferred before, on a little scoundrel like 
you, by betraying sentiments which the first nobility in the 
country would make it their boast to excite. ^Fillv indeed am 1 
punished for having preposterously lowered myself to the level 
ofia dirty, snivelling adventurer. 

That was metty well ; but she did not stop there ; I thould 
have«come off too cheaply on such terms. Her fury taking a 
long lease of her tongue, that brawling instrument of discord 
rung a bob-major of invective, each strain more clamorous and 
conflranding than the former. It certainly was my duty to have 
received it all with cool indifference, and to.^ have* considered 
can^dly that in triumphing over female reserve, and then not 
t^dcing possession of the conquest, I had committed that sin 
against the sex, which would nave transformed the most femi- 
nine of them into a Sephora. But I was too irritable to bear 
abuse, at which a man of sense in my pl|ice would only have 
laughed ; and my patience' was at length exhausted. Madam, 
said I, let us not rake into each ather’s personal misfortunes. If 
the first nobility in the country bad only looked at yqur back, 
they would have forgotten all your other charms, and have 
boasted but little of the sentiments they had excited you to b^ 
tiay. I had no sooner laid in this home stroke, than the enrage^P 
duenna visited me with the hardest box on the ear ^at ever yet 
))roceeded from the delicate fingers of a woman soomed. Such 
favours might pall on repetition ; so I did not wait for a second, 
but took shelter in the nimbleness of my legs from the clatter of 
cifstigation she was going to shower down on me. 

I returned thanks to the protecting powers for having brought 
me <^ar 9^< from this unequal encounter, and fancied that I had 
nothing further to apprehend, since the lady had taken corporal 
vengeance. It’was litely, too, that would be wise and hold 
her tongue, for the honour of her own back : and, in point of 
fact, a full fortnight had^elapsed without my hearing a word upon 
the subject. The very tmglmg jn my own cheek began to abate, 
when I was told tUaJt Sephora was taken ill. With that forgive- 
ness of injuries so natural to me, I was sincerely afflicted at the. 
news. I really felt for the poor lady. I concluded that, unabl^ 
to conteild with a passion so ill repaid, that hapless victim of he9 
own tenderness was giving up the ghost. It ^vas with exquisite 
pain that I turned this subject in my thoughts. I was the cruel 
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^ it leaat was the 

IbyedTipe. 

I mieeraUly mistaken m her nature. Her tendemeas 
md all curdled into acrimonious hatred ; and at that very mo* 
lent was she plotting to be my bane. ^ * 

I One monung whim I was with Don Alphonso* that amiable 
pung master of mine was absent, moody, and out of spirits. I 
pqmred respectfully what Vas the matter. 1 am vexed to the 
joui, said he, to find Seraphina weak, unjust, ungrateful. You 
kre not a littler surpriaed at this, added lie. remarking the expres* 
lion of astonishment with which 1 heard him ; vet nothing is 
nore strictly and lamentably true. 1 know not what reason you 
lave given I)ame Loronza to be at variance with you ; but fhie 
t is, you arc become so unbearably hateful to her, that if you do 
lot get out t)f this castle as soon as possible, her death, she says, 
nust be the sure consequence. You cannot but suppose that 
Seraphina, who knows your value, used all her inlluciUM? at first 
igainst aprejucyce to w'hich she could not administer without 
njustice and ingratitude. 13ut tliough the best of women, she 
8 still a w'omun. Sephora brought her up, and she loves her 
like a mother. Should her old nurse die shortly, she would fancy 
die had her deal h to answer for, had she refused herself to onv 
)f hdt* wdiirns. For my owm part, with all iny afrection towi^os 
$eraphina^ and it is none of the weakest, T wdl never be g|ilty 
)f so mean a compliance as to sitle w ith her on this cpiesnon. 
t?erish our duennas, ])(M’ish the whole system of our Spanish 
rigil^nce ! but never let me consent to the banishment of a young 
wdiom I look upon rather as a brolher than a servant ! 
1/Wken Don Alphonso had thus expressed his semtiments, I 
mi to him : My good sir, 1 am horn to be the mere wliipping- 
top of fortune. It had heou my hope that she w^oidd leave ofl* 
persecuting me when under your root, where everything holdout 
tome happy days and an unruffled life. Now, the part for ho* 
Hour to taie is to tear myself away, whatever liankering 1 piay 
feel after my continuance. No, no, exclaimed the generous pn 
of Don Csesar. Leave me to bring Heraphina to a jiroper view 
of things. It shall never be said that you are sacrificed to the 
caprices of a duenna, vdio, on every ocrcasion, hiw but too much 
iniluence over the family. All you will get by it, sir, replied I, 
wUl only be to put Seraphina in an ill humour by opposing her 
wishes. I had much rather w ithdraw, than run the risk* oy a 
longer abode hete, of sowing .division between a married nair, 
who are a model of coiuugal felicity. Such b consequent or mjr 
unhappy quarrel would make me mberabie for the remaind|r ot 
my^days. ^ # a 

Don Alphonso absolutely forb^e me to take mj naa^ step i 
and I found him so determined in the intention of standing bv 
me, that Lorenza must infallibly have been thrown into the Daeic 
^ x2 
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S and, if I hod chosen to haye stood an eL^tion against her^tj 
;re were moment^ when, exasperated against the duenna^ Ii|F 
was tempted to keep no measures with her ; but when I came ^ 
to consider that to unravel this surgical mystery would be to I 
"plunge a dagger into the heart of a poor creature, whose curse ^ 
had been my fastidious prejudice against an ulcerated back, and 
whom a physical and mentu misfortaine were conjointly handing 
down to the grave ; I lost all feeling but that of compassion to- 
wards it was evident, since I was so portentous a pheno- 
menon, that it was my imperious duty to re-establish the tran- 
quillity of the castle by my absence ; and that duty I performed 
the next morning before daybreak, without taking any leave of 
m^ two masters, for fear they should oppose my departure from 
a misplaced partiality towards me. My only notice was to leave 
behina in my chamber a memorial, containing an esact account 
of my receipts and disbursements during the time of my steward- 
ship. 

• 

Ch. H.-^What happened to Gil Bias after his retreal from the castle ' 
Leyva ; shewing that those who are crossed in love are not always > J 
most miserable of mankind. 


1 WAS mounted on a good horse, my own property, and was the 
beiyer of two hundred pistoles, the greater part of which arose 
from the plunder of the vanquished banditt i, and the forfeiture 
of Samuel Simon by the Inquisition ; for Don Alphonso, without 
requiring me to account for any part of the said forfeitifre, had 
made restitution of the entire sum out of his own funds. Thps, 
considering my effects, liowerer obtained, as converted into laW'*' 
ful property by a sort of vicarious sponsorship, I took them into 
my good graces without any remorse of conscience. An estate 
like this rendered it absurd to throw away any thought about 
the future ; and a certain likelihood of doing well, which always 
hangs about a young man at my age, held out an additional secu- 
rity against the caprices of fortune. Besides, Toledo oflTered me 
a retreat exactly to ray mind. There could not be a ^ubt but 
the Count de Polan would take a pleasure in giving a kind recep- 
tion to one of his deliverers, and would insist on his accepting an 
apartment in his own house. But I onl^ looked upon this noble- 
man as a very distant resource ; and determined, before laying 
any tax on his grateful recollection, to spend port of my ready 
cash in travellmg over the provinces of Murcia and Grenada, 
which I had a very* particular inclination to see. With this in- 
tention I took the Almanza road, and afterwards, following the! 
route chalked put, travelled from town to town as far as the oi^' 
of Grenada, without stumbling on any sinister occurrence. It 
should seem as if fortune, wearied out with the sohool-girrs 
tricks she had been playing me, was contented at last to leave 
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me as she found me. But she atill had her skittish designs upon 
me, as wUl be seen in the sequel. 

\ kOne of the first persona I met in the streets of Grenada was 
^Kiignor Don Ferdinand de Lejva, son-in-law, as well as Don 
Alphonso, of the Count de Polan. We were both of us easily 
surprised at meeting so far from home. How is this; Gil Bias r 
exclaimed he ; to find you in this city ! What the deyil brings 
you hither F Sir, said I, iff you are aHtonished at seeing me in 
diis country, you will bo ten times more so when you shall know 
^hy I have quitted tho service of Signor Don Crcsar and his son. 
Fhen I recounted to him all that had ))as8ed between Sophorn 
md myself, without garbling the facta in any particular. He 
laughed heartily at the recital ; then, recovering nis gravity, My 
friend, said he, my mediation is nt your service in this affair.* I 

will write ^ my sister-in-law No. no, sir, interrupted I, 

do not write upon tho subieet, I beseech^ you. I did not quit 
the castle *of Leyva to go Lack nf^ain. You may, if you please, 
m^e another use of the kindness you have expressed for me. 
If any of^ your^'rionds sliouhl be looking out for a secretary or a 
steward, I shouKl bo much obliged to you to speak a good word 
in my favour. I will take u])on me to assure you tliat you will ' 
never bo reproached with recommending an improi)er object. 
Youjiave only to command me, answen^d he: T will do what- 
ever you desire. My business nt Gretiada is to visit an old aunt 
in an ill state of health. I shall be hero three weeks longer, 
after which 1 shall set out on my return to my castle of lionjui, 
where*! liave left Julia. That is my lodging, added he, shewing 
me a house about a hundred yards from us. Call upon me in a 
few days ; probably I may by that time have hit upon some 
eligible appointment. 

And, in fact, so it was ; for tho very first time that we came 
together again, ho said to mo ; My Lord Aridihisliop of Grenada, 
my relation and friend, is in want of a young man with some 
Bttle tinge of literature, who can write a good hand and make 
mir copies of his manuscripts ; for he is a great author. ^ lie 
ba il composed I know’ not how many homilies, and still ^ocs on 
composing more every day, which he delivers to tho high edifi- 
cation of uis audience. As you seem to be just the tiling for 
him, I have mentioned# your name, and he has promised to take 
Go, and make your bow' to Jiira as from me ; you will 

& , by his reception of you, whether my recommendation has 
couched injiandsomc terms. 

The situation was, to all ampcarance, exactly wlmi I should 
have picked out for myself. That being the case, with such an 
' arrangement of my air and person as seemed most likely to 
I 'square with tho ideas of a reverend prelate, I presented myseli 
one morning before the archbishop. If this were a gorgeous 
romancOj and not a grave history, hero might we introduce a 
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poTBpoug description of the episcopal palace, with architectural 
digressions on the structure of the bunding : here would be the 
place to expatiate on the costliness of the furniture like an up. 
holsterer, to criticise the statues and pictures like a connoisseur ; 
and the pictures themselves would be nothing to the uninformed 
reader, in'ithout the stories they represent, tul universal history, 
fabulous and authentic, sacred and profane, should be pressed 
into the service. But I shall conl|nt myself with modestly 
stating, that the royal palace itself is scarcely superior in mag- 
nificence. 

Throughout the suite of apartments, there w8s a complete mob 
of ecclesiastics and other oificers, consisting of chaplains, ushers, 
upger and menial servants. Those of them who were laymen were 
most superbly attired ; one would sooner have taken them for 
tempo^l nobility than for spiritual understrappers. TJiey were as 
proud as the devil ; and gave themselves intolerably consequential 
airs. I could not help laugliing in my sleeve, when I considered 
who and what they were, and how they behaved. Set a beggar on 
horseback ! said I. These gentry are in luck to cany a pack without 
feeling the drag of it ; for surely if they knew they were beasts of 
burden, they would not jingle their bells w itli so high a toss of the 
head. I ventured just to speak to a grave and portly personage 
who stood sentinel at the door of the archbishop’s closet, to^urn 
it uuon its hinges as occasion might require. I asked liim civilly 
if tliere was no possibility of speaking with my lord arch- 
bishop. Stop a little, said he, with a supercilious demeanour and 
repulsive tone : his grace will shortly come forth, to go arid hear 
mass ; you may snatch an audience for a moment as he passes • 
on. I answered not a single syllable. Patience was all 1 had^ 
for it ; and it even seemed advisable to try and enter into con* 
versation with some of the jacks in office : but they began con- 
ning me over from the sole of my foot to tlic crown of my head, 
without condescending to favour me with a single interjection ; 
after which they winked at one another, whispered, and looked, 
out at the corners of their eyes, in derision of the liberty I had 
assumed, by intruding upon their select society. 

I felt more fool that I did so, quite out of countenance at such 
cavalier treatment from a knot of state footmen. My confusion 
was but beginning to subside, when the ebset ddor opened. The 
archbishop made his appearance. A profound silence 
diately ensued among his officers, who quitted at once their y ^ 
solent behaviour, to adopt a more respectful style before t\f 1 
master. That prelatp was in his sixty-ninth year, formed neai\^ 
on the model of my uncle, Gil Perez the canon, which is as 
much as to say, as broad as he was long. But the highest dig- 
nitaries should always be the most amply gifted ; accordingly 
his logs bowed inwards to the very extremity of the ^ceful 
curve, and his bald head retained but a single lock behind : so 
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tbat lie was obliged to ensconce bis perionniam in a fine woollen 
cap with long ears. In spite of all this, I espied the man of 

l*!. J l J. J-.-l-.l .-- 1 *T I _ 




actually happenea to be one. We common fellows, the fungous 
growth of the human dunghill, look up to great lords With a 
facility of being overawed, which often funiishcs them with a 
Benjamin's mess of importance, when nature has denied even 
the most scanty and trivial gifts. 

Tlie archbishop moved towards mo in a minuet step, and kindly 
enquired what I wanted. I told him I was the young man about 
whom Signor lion Ferdinand de Leyva had spoken to him. lie 
did not give mo a moment to go on with my si (try. Ah 1 is it 
you, exclaimed he, is it you of whom so tine a character has been 
given me ? I take you into my service at onee ; you are a mine 
of literary utility to me. You have only to take up youj abode 
here. Tqjking thus condescendingly, he supported lnms(*lf be- 
tween two ushers, and niovinl onwardfs after having given audience 
to some of his clergy, \^ ho had ccclcsiastii'al Imsincss to communi- 
cate. He was ficarccly out of the room, when tlio same ollieers 
who had turned upon their heel, were now cap in hand to court 
my conversation, llcrc tlio rascals are, pre-ssing round nn*, curry, 
ing favour, and expressing their sincere joy at seeing nut h(*come 
as itwerc an heir loom of tJie archbishoprie. lliey Inul heard what 
their master had said, and wore dying with anxiety to know on 
what footing 1 as to he about him; but I Inul the ill nature 
not to satisfy their curiosity, iii revenge for their cont(‘m])t. 

jMy^lord arehbishoj) was not long before lie relunual. He 
took me with him into liis clos(‘t f«ir a little private conf(.Timce. 

. I could not but suppose that he meant to fatlioni tin* ileptli of 
my understanding. 1 was accordingly on my guard, niul pre- 
pared to measure out iny words most methodically, lie ques- 
tioned me first in tlie classics. My answers were not amiss ; he 
was convinced tliat I had nion^ than u sehoolhoy s ae(|uaintanec 
with the Greek and Latin writers. He examined me next in logic ; 
nor could I but suppose tliat he would examine me in logie* He 
found me strong enough there. Your education, said he, with 
some degree of surprise, has not beem neglected. iNow let us 
^ se^your hand-writing. 1 took a blank picee of paper out of my 
pocket, which I bad li^ought for the purpose. My ghostly father 
was not displeased with my performance. I am very well satis- 
fied with the mechanical part of your qualifications, exclaimed 
he, and still mere so with the jwwers of your mind. I shall 
thank my nephew, Don FeWinand, mQst heartily, for having 
sent me so fine a lad^ it is absolutely a gift from above. 

We were interruj^ted by some of the neighbouring gentry, 
who were come to dine with the archbishop, i left them toge- 
ther, and withdrew to the second tabloj where the whole house- 
hold, with one consent, insisted on giving me the upper hand* 
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Dinner is a busy time at an episcopal ordinary ; and yet we 
snatched a moment to make our observations on each other. 
What a mortified propriety was painted on the outside of the 
clergy ! They had all the look of a deputation from a better 
world : strange to think how place and circumstance impose on 
the deluded sense of men ! It never once came into my thoughts 
that all this sanctity might possibly be a false coin ; just as if 
there could be nothing but what appertained to the kingdom 
above, among the successors of the apostles on earth. 

I was seated by the side of an old valet-de-chambre, by name 
Melchior de la Eonda. He took care to lielp tne to all the nice 
bits. His attentions were not lost upon me, and my good man- 
ners quite enraptured him. My worthy sir, said he, in a low 
voice after dinner, I should like to have a little private talk with 
you, ^t the same time he led the way to a part o^ the palace 
whore we could not be overheard, and there addressed mo as 
follows ; My son, from the very first instant that I saw you, I 
felt a certain prepossession in your favour. Of this I will give 
you a certain proof, by communicating in conlidence whaf will 
be of great service to you. You are here in a family where true 
believers and painted hypocrites are playing at cross purposes 
against each other. It would take an antediluvian age to feel 
tne ground under your feet. I will spare so long and so disgust- 
ing a study, by letting you into the characters on both sides. 
After this, if you do not play your cards, it is your owm fault. 

I shall begin with his grace. He is a very pious prelate, em- 
ployed without ceasing in the instruction of the people, ♦whom 
he brings back to virtue, like sheep gone astray, by sermons full 
of excellent morality, and written by himself, lie has retired | 
from court these twenty years, to watch over his flock with the , 
zeal of an affectionate pastor. He is a very learned person, and 
a very impressive declaimer : his whole delight is in preaching, 
and nis congregation take care he should know that their >vholo 
delight is m hearing him. There may possibly be some little 
leavon of vanity in all this heavenly-mindedness ; but, besides 
that it is not for human fallibility to search the heart, it would 
ill become me to rake into the faults of a person whose bread I 
eat. Were it decent to lay my finger on any thing unbecoming 
in my master, I should discommend his otarchness. Instead of | 
exercising forbearance towayds frail churchmen, he visits every 
piccadillo, as if it were a heinous offence. Above all, he prose- 
cutes those with the utmost rigour of the spiritual court, who, 
wrapping themselves up in their innocence, appeal to the canons 
for their justification, in bar of his despotic authority. There is 
besides another awkward trait in'bis character, common to him 
with many other *people of high rank. Though he is very fond 
of the people about W, he pays not the least attention to their 
services, but lets them sink into years without a moment’s thought 
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about securing them any proyision. If at any time he makes 
them any little presents, they may thank the goodness of some 
one who shall hare spoken up in their behalf: ho would never 
have his wits enough about him to do the slightest thing for them 
as a volunteer. , 

This is just what the old valct-de-ehamhro told me of his 
master, ^fext, he let mo i|to what he thought of the clergymen 
with whom we had dined. 'His portraits might be likenesses ; 
but they were too hard-featured to be owned by the originals. 
It must be admitted, however, that he did not represent tliem as 
honest men, but only as very scandalous priests. Nevertheless, 
he made some exceptions, and was as loud in their jiroises as in 
his censure of the others. I was no longer at any loss hof to 
play my part so as to put myself on an <*qnal footing with these 
gentry. That very evcMiing, at supper, 1 took a leaf out pf their 
book, and arrayed niyself in tlie convenient vesture of a wise and 
prudent outside. A clothing of humility and sanctilication costs 
nothjpg*# Indeed it offers such a premium to the wearer, that 
we are not to ifonder if this world abounds in a description of 
people called hypocrites. 

Cu. III.— (fi/ Blat becomes the JrchhtJihop^t favourite^ and the channel 
• of all his favour^, 

I HAD been after dinner tx) get together my baggage, and take 
my horse from the inn whore I had put U]), and alU’rwards ro- 
tumed to supper at the arelibishop’s palace, where a neatly 
furnished room was got ready for me, and such a l)i*d ns was 
more likely to panijicr than to mortify tlie flesh. I'lie day fol- 
lowing, his grace sent for me quite as soon as I was ready to go 
to him. It was to give me a homily to transeribo. He made a 
point of having it copied with all possible aeeuraey. Ji was 
done to please him ; for 1 omitted neither accent, nor comma, 
nor the minutest tittle of all he had mark(‘d down. His sutis- 
faction at observing this was heightened by its being unexi)Cj;ted. 
Eternal father! oxelaiinod he in a holy rapture, when he hod 
glanced his eye over all the folios of ray cojiy, was ever any 
thing seen so correct P Vou are tw good a transeribcT not to 
pve some littJe smattpriHg of the grammarian. Now tell me 
Wth the freedom of a friend ; in wfitiag it over, have you been 
struck with nothing tliat grated upon your feelings P Some little 
jcareless idiom, some word used in* ai> irnprojier sense P Oh ! 
mj|r it please your grace, answered I v^lh a modest air, it is 
not for me, with my nonfined education aii8 coarse taste, to aim 
at making critical remarks. And though ever so well qualifiedf 
I am satisfied that your grace’s works would come out pure from 
the essay. The successor of the apostles smiled at my answer. 
He made no observation on it; but it was easy to see through 
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all his piety, that he was an arrant author at the bottom : then 
18 something in that dye, that not heaven itself can wash out. 

I seemed to have purchased the fee-simple of his good pacei^ 
by my flattery. Day after* day did I get a step further in his 
esteem ; and Don Ferdinand, who came to see him very often, 
told me my footing was so firm, that there could not be a doubt 
but my fortune was made. Of this my master himself gave me 
a proof some little time afterwards : Ad the occasion was as fol- 
lows i—One evening in his closet he rehearsed before me, with 
appropriate empliasis and action, a homily which he was to de- 
liver the next day in the cathedral. He did not content himself 
with asking mo what I thought of it in the gross, but insisted on 
my telling him what passages struck mo most. I had the good 
fortune to pick out those which were nearest to his own taste, ^ 
his favourite comraoii-plao««. Thus, as luck would^ have it, I 
passed in his estimation for a man who had a quick and natural 
relish of the real and less obvious beauties in a wofk. This, 
indeed, exclaimed he, is what you may call having ^^scernment 
and feeling in perfection 1 Well, w’ell, my friend ! il chnntt be 
said of you, 

Baeotum in crasso jujarcs alhe matum. 

In a word, he was so hid^ly pleased with me, as to add in ajtone 
of extraordinary emotioii—Never mind, Gil Bias ! henceforward 
take no care about hereafter : I shall make it my business to 
place you among the favoured children of my bounty. You have 
ray best wishes ; and to prove to you that you have them, I shall 
take you into mv inmost confidence. 

These words WTre no sooner out of his mouth, than I fell at 
his grace’s feet, quite overwhelmed with gratitude. I embraced ‘ 
his elliptical legs with almost pagan idolatry, and considered my- 
self as a man on the high road to a very handsom(? fortune. Yes, 
my child, resumed the archbishop, whose speech had been cut 
short by the rapidity of my prostration, I mean to make you the 
receK’cr-general of all my inmost ruminations. Hearken atten- 
tively to what I am going to say. I have a great pleasure in 
preaching. The Lord sheds a blessing on my homilies ; they 
sink deep into the hearts of sinners ; set up a glass in which vice ^ 
sees its own image, and bring back marfy irom the. paths of error ^ 
into the high road of repentimee. What a heavenly sight, wher^.^ 
a miser, scared at the hideojiis picture drawn by my eloquence 
his avarice, opens his coffers to the poor and ^eedy, and dis- 
penses the accumulated store with’ a liberal hand I The volup- 
tuary, too, is snatched from the pleasures bf the table ; ambition j 
flies at my command to the wholesome discipline of the monastic 
cell ; while femdle frailty, tottering on the brink of ruin, with 
one ear open to the siren voice of the seducer, and the other to 
my saintly correctives, is restored to domestic haopiness and the 
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^perinng smile of heaven, by the timely warnings of the pulpit 
miraculons conversions which happn almost every Sun- 
day. ought of themselves to goad me on in^he career of saving 
souls. Nevertheless to conceal no part of my weakness from 
my monitor, there is another reward on whicli my heart is intent,* 
a reward which the seraphic scriipulousncsa of my virlue to little 
purpose condemns as too carnal ; a literary rcpiiUtion for a sub- 
lime and elegant style. Tlie honour of being handed down to 
posterity as a perfect pulpit orator has its irrcsislihlc attractions. 
My compositions are generally tluniglit to be ec|ually jxmerful 
and persuasive ; but I eoubl wish of all things to steer clear of 
the rock on which good authors split, who are too l(»ug before 
' the public, and to retire from professioniJ life with my reputatmn 
pin undiminished lustre. 

h To this end, my dear Gil Bias, continued the prelate, tiRTe is 
•one thing requisite from your zeal and frieiulshi]). Whenever it 
Iwhall 8trike*y on that my pen begins to eontraef, as it were, tlio 
Bossifioa-tion^of old age, whenever yon see luy genius in its elitnae- 
itcrio, io not fail fo give me a hint. There is no trust iiig to one's 
■ self in such a ease; pride and emieeit uere the original sin of 
I man. The probe of criticism must be entrusted to an impartial 
standcr-by, of fine talents and unshaken proI)itv. Holh those 
requisites eenter in you : you are my <‘lioice, and I give* myself 
up to your direetion. Heaven be praised, my lord, said 1, there 
is no need to trouble yourself uith any such thoughts yoL Be- 
I sides, an understanding of your graeo’s mouKl and calibre will 
|last outRlouble the time of a eoinmon genius; or to speak >^iih 
fmore certainty ami truth, it will never In* thc‘ worse for wear, if 
live to the age of M ethusal(*m. I consider you ns a second 
^^i-ardinal Ximenes. wliose j)ower8, superiew to de<‘iiy, instead of 
flagging with years, seemea to <l(‘rive new vigour from their nn- 
} proximalion with the heavenly regions. No flattery, iny friend ! 

^ interrupted ho. I know^ myself to be in dnngcT of failing all at 
once. At my age one b<‘gin8 to lie sensible of infirmihes, and 
those of the body eonimiinicate willi the mind, I repeat it* to 
you, Gil Bias, as soon as you shall be of opinion that niy head is 
not so clear as usual, give me warning of it instantly. Do not 
be afraid of offending by frankness and sincerity, to put me in 
mind of my ow n frailty B ill be the strongest proof of your affec- 
tion for me. Besides, your very interest is coneerned m it, f . if 
it should, by any spite of chance tow a^ds you, com(5 to nr ears 
4hat the i^ople say in town, “ His grace’s sermons pro' ace no 
longer their accustomed impression, it is time/or him abandon 
his pulpit to younger caftdidates,” I do assure youmdb,/ seriously 
solemnly, you will Jose not only ray friendship, but the pro- 
vision for life that I have promised you. Such will bo the result 
of your silly tamperiq|[ with truth. 

Here my patron left off to wait for my answer, which was on 
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echo of his speech, and a promise of obeying him in allV 
From that moment there were no secrets from me ; I became^jpi 
prime favourite. iUl the household, except Melchior de la 
Sonda, looked at me with an eye of envy. It was curious to ot 

{ erve the manner in which the whole establishment, from the 
ighest to the lowest, thought it necessary to demean themselves 
towards his grace’s confidential seyotary ; there Was no mean- 
ness to which they would not stoop *to curry favour with me ; I 
could scarcely believe they were Spaniards. I left no stone un- 
turned to be of service to them, without being taken in by their 
interested assiduities. My lord archbishop, at*my entreaty, took 
them by the hand. ITe got a company for one, and fitted him 
out so as to make a handsome figure in the army. Another he 
sent to Mexico, witli a considerable appointment which he pro- 
cured Jiim ; and I obtained a good slice of his bojinty for my 
friend Melchior. It was evident from these facts, that if the J 
prelate was not particularly active in good works, at least he 
rarely gave a churlish refusal, \vhen any one had the pourage to 
importune him for his benevolence. 

But wliat I did for a priest seems to deserve being noticed 
more at large. One day a certain licentiate, by name Lewis 
Garcias, a well -looking man still in the prime of life, was pre- 
sented to me by our steward, who said — Signor Gil Bias, iji this 
honest ecclesiastic you behold one of my best friends. He was 
formerly chaplain to a nunnery. Scandal lias taken a few liber- 
ties with his chastity. Malicious stories have been trumped up 
to hurt him in my lord archbishop’s opinion. \\ ho has suspended 
him, and un Fortunately is so strongly prejudiced by his enemies, 
as to be deaf to any petition in his favour. In vain have we in-i., 
terested the first people in Grenada to get him re-established ; ‘ 
our master will not hear of it. 

These first people in Grenada, said I, have gone the WTOng 
way to work. It would have been much better if no interest at 
all had been made for the reverend licentiate. People have only 
done him a mischief by endeavouring to serve him. I know my 
lord archbishop thoroughly : entreaties and importunate recom- 
mendations do but aggravate the ill condition of a clergyman who 
lies xmder his displeasure : it is but a vciy short time ago since 
I heard him mutter the following sentiment to himself. The 
more persons a priest, whef has been guilty of any misconduct, 
engages to speak to me ip. his behalf the more widely is . the 
scandal of the church disseminated, and the mjDre severe is my 
treatment of the offender. That is veiy unlucky, replied the 
steward ; gnd my friend would be put to bis last shifts if he did\ . 
not write a good hand. But happuy, he has the pen of a ready r 
scribe, and keeps his hea<^ above water by the exercise of thar 
talent. 1 was curious to See whether this boasted handwritmg 
was so much better than my own. ^he licentiate, who had a 
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•peeimet in hb pocket, shewed me t Acet which 1 admired yerj 
: it had dl the regularity a writing-master's copy. Ip 
looking over this model of penmanship, an^dea occurred to me. 
I begged Garcia to leave this pap^r m my hands, saying, that I 
might be able to do somethbig with it uhich sliould turn out to 
his advantage ; that I could not explain myself at that moment; 
but would tell him more the next day. The licentiate, to whom 
the steward had evidently tllked big about my capacity to serve 
him, withdrew in as good spirits os if lie hatf aln ady been re- 
stored to his functioiKS. 

I was in earucrft in my endeavour that lie sliould be so, and 
lost no time in setting to work. Happening to he alone with the 
archbishop, I produced the H))eciinen. My jiatron was delighted 
w'ith it. Seizing on this favourable o])portuni(y, May it please 
your grace, |«aid I, since you are (letermined not do put your 
homilies to the press, I should very niui li like them at It^ast to 
be transcrTbed in this masterly manner. 

I am very well satisfied w itli your performance, answered the 
prolate, but yct*T own that it would be a pleasant thing enough 
to have a copy of my works in that hand. Your grace, replied 
I, has only to signify your wishes, 'flie man who copies so well 
is a licentiate of my acquaintance. It will give him so much the 
mor% pleasure to gratify you, as it may ho the means of inU^rest* 
ing your goodness to extricate him fr<»m the im'lam^lioly situation 
to which he has the misfortune at present to be reduced. 

The prelate could not do otherwise than enquire flic name of 
this •licentiate. I told him it was Lewis (iarcias. Ho is in 
despair at having drawn down your cimsurc iqaui him. That 
Garcias, interrupted lie, if 1 am not mistaken, was elianlain in n 
convent of nuns, and lias been brought into the ecclesiastical 
court as a delimjuent. I recollect some very heavy charges 
which have been sent me against him. His morals are not the 
most exemplary. jMay it pi<*nse your grace, interrupted 1 in my 
turn, it is not for me to justify him in all points ; but I know 
that he lias enemies. He maintains that the auiliom of the ipfor* 
mations you liave received are more bent on doing him an ill 
office than on vindicating the purity of religion. That very pos- 
sibly may be the case, replied the archbishop ; there are a great 
many fo'chrands in tlw world. Besides, though we should take 
it for granted that his conduct has mot always been above suspi- 
cion, he may have repented of his sins ; in short, Iho mercies of 
heaven arc infiidte, however heinoutf our transgressions. Bring 
that licentiate before me, I take off his sHsjjension. 

Thus it is that ro^ of the most austere character desoond 
, from their altitudes, when interest or a favourite wliim reduces 
' them to the level of the frail. The archbishop •granted, without 
a struggle, to the empty vanity of having his works well copied, 
w'hat ne had refused to the most respectable applications. I 
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carried the newg with all possible expedition to the steward, who 
^communicated it to his friend Garcias. That Ucentiate, on thek. 
following day, came jip return me thanks commensurate with the 
favour obtained. I presented him to my master, who contented 
himself with giving him a slight rep^and, and put the homilies 
into his hand, to copy them out fair. Garcias performed the task 
so satisfactorily, that he was reinstated in the cure of souls, am 
was afterwards preferred to the livMg of Gabia, a large market 
town in the neighbourhood of Grenada. 

On. IV.— The Archbishop m afflicted with a strok^ of apopUxy. How 
Gil Bias yets into a dilemma, and how he gets out. 

While I was thus rendering myself a blessing first to one and 
then to the other, Don Ferdinand de Leyva was making his ar- 
rangements* for leaving Grenada. I called on that nobleman 
before his departure, to thank him once more for the advantageous 
post he had procured me. My expre'^sions of satisfaction were 
so lively, that he said — My dear Gil Bias, I am delighted to find 
you in such good humour with my uneh? the archbishop. I am 
absolutely in love with him, answered 1. His goodness to me 
lias been such as I can never sulficiently acknowledge. Less 
than my present happiness could never have made me amends 
for being at so great a distance from Don Cicsar and his son. 

I am persuaded, replied he, that they are both of them equally 
chagrined at having lost you. But possibly you are not sepa- 
rated for ever ; fortune may some day bring you together again. 

I could not hear such an idea started without being moved by it. 
My sighs would find vent; and I felt at that moment so strong 
an affection for Don Alphonso, that I could willingly have turned 
my back on the archbishop and all the fine prospects that were' 
opening to me, and have gone back to the castle of Leyva, had 
but a mortification taken place in the back of the scarecrow which 
had frightened me away. Don Ferdinand was not insensible to 
the emotions that agitated me, and felt himself so much obliged 
by them, that he took his leave with the assurance of the whole 
family always taking an anxious interest in mv fate. 

Two months after this worthy gentleman had left: us, in the 
luxuriant harvest of my highest favour, a lowering storm ,came 
suddenly over the episcopal palace ; the Archbishop had a stroke 
of apoplexy. By dint of immediate applications and go^ 
nursing, in a few days there was no bodily appearance of diser^ 
remaining. But his reverend intellects did not so easily recover 
from their lethargy. I could not help observing it to myself in 
the very inst discourse that he composeil. Yet there was notL 
such a wiffe gap between the merits of the present andHl^f 
former ones, as *to warrant the inference that the sun of ora^ry^ 
was many degrees advanced in its post-meri^ course. A second 
homily was worth waiting for; b^use that would clearly deter* 
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reach of ml^ar (^ticism : Ihere is not a soul but expects to b 
saved by their influence. Nevertheless, since you have made i 
my duty to be sincere and unreserve^ I shall take the liberty c 
just statiuj^ that your last discourse is not written with quite fli> 
overpowermg eloquence and conclusive argument of youi fonne 
ones. Does not your grace feel just as I do on the subjectP 

This ignorant and stupid franknes&of mine completely blanches 
mv ma8ter*s cheek; but he forced •a fretful smile, and said- 
Then, good Master Gil Bias, that piece does not exa^ly hit yqu 
fancy P I did not mean to say that, your grace, interrupte 
looking very foolish. It is veiy far supenoi* to what any 
else could produce, though a little below par with re8pe<i 
own works in generd. I know what you mean, repmd^e 
Xou think I am going down hill, do not you P Out llnitl it a 
.It is your opinion that it is time for me to^thiu^of re 
itiring r I should never have had the presumption, saii^ I, t( 
deliver myself with so little reserve, if it had notTieeU you 
'grace’s express command. 1 act in entire obedience io you 
grace’s orders ; and I most obsequiously implore your*grice no 
1^: take offence at my boldness. I were unnt to live in a Chrh 
tiaU land ! interrupted he, with stammering impatience ; I wer 
unfit to live in a Christian land if I liked you the less for .such 
Christian virtue as sincerity. A man who does not love sincerit 
sets his face against the distinguishing mark between a men 
and a flatterer. I should have given you infinite credit fc 
apeaking what you thought, if you had thought any thing the 
(frserved to be spoken. I have been nnely taken in bp>yoii 
outaide shew of cleverness, without any solid foundation ot sobe 
judgment ! 

Tlpugh completely unhorsed, and at the enemy’s mercy, 
'wanted to make terms of decent capitulation, and to go unmc 
lested into winter quarters : %ut let those who think to appear 
an exasperated author, and especially an author whose ear he 
be^ long attuned to the music of his own praises, take wamic 
by mv fate. Let us talk no more on the subject, my very youn 
friena, said he. You are as yet scarcely in the rudimentaef goc 
\ tdiate, and utterly incompetent to distinguish between ^Id atr 
'tinsel. You are yet to learn that I never inallmylifeeumnosed 
finer homily, than that unfortunate one iiabich hadiu^.thenonot 
of your approbation. Theammortal part of me, ^ the blessin 
of neaven pn me and my congrejration, is less weighed down b 
llliman infirmity than wh^ the nesh was stronger. We all gro 
wiser as we grow oldea, and I shall in future select the peop 
about me with more caution ; nor submili the castigation of n 
works but to a much abler critic than yourself. Got about yoi 
btrifaiesB ! pursued he, giving me^an angry alilOive by the shoe 

der^outothis closet; ■ ' " " " 

hundred ducats, 


closet ; go and tell mv treasurer to pay you 
i, and take my priestly^ blessing in imdition 1 
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thatBiiin. {^Oil spootl you. good Master GW lllas! I heartily 
pray that you may do well in the worlil! Then' is nothing li> 
stand in your way, but the want of a httle®be,(ter taste. 

(Th. V.-“7’/ie courxe which Gil Hlas took after the archlmhop had yivcn 
him hii dwnitmt. //i» accidental uw ttuy with the Lceutiate who wai 
90 deeply in his debty and a picture of yratitude in the perst>n of u 
parson. 

I MADE the best of my way out of tlie eloset. enrsing the ea])riei*, 
or more proptTlv the di'tage of the anhbi.slu>p. and more m 
dudgeon at Ins absurdity, than east doun at the lo>s of his good 
graees. For some tinu* it was a mo<tt point wlietlier 1 should gi> 
and lay elaim to my hundred dueats ; hut after ha\in;; weighed 
the metter dispassionately, I was not siieh a htol as to ijiiarrel 
with mv I'Bead aiitl butler. 'Hiere was no reason why that 
money, fairly earned, slnmld deprive me id' my natural right ti 
make a joke id* this ridienlous prelate ; in which g(*od dt'ed 1 pro- 
mised my,self not to be wanting, as «d’len as himself (*r his homi- 
lies were brought upon the earpid in ihn hearing. 

I went therefore and askeil the treiusiirer for a hundred dueals, 
witliout telling a word about the literary warfare bet w (am his 
master and me. Afterwards I called on Melchior de la Honda, 
to taJ{e a long leavi'of him. lie was too much my friend md to 
Hymjiathise with my misfortune. While 1 was telling ni\ story, 
vexation was strongly imjinnted on my eonnleiianee. In spile 
^i;of all his ri'speet for the archbishop, he could md help blaming 
'vhim;^mt, when m tlie fever of my re'-entnieiii 1 threateiied to 
1^’ be a niateh for the prelate, and to entertain the whole eil\ at his 
cxjiense, llie prudent Melchior ga\e me a salutary eauliou • Take 
my adviei*, mv dear (id I’las, and rather poiTel the all pint. Men 
of a lower spliere in life should always he e.ip m liaml to jn ople 
of quality, wliatevermay be their grounds of eoinphiuil. It must 
be admitted, ihi're are some very coarse speeimeiis of gis at ness, 
w'hieli in themselves are .seareeK de.-erving of the least n qieet 
or attention; liute\en siieli animals have their weapons of*:iii- 
no\aiiee, and it is be.st to keep out of their way. 

1 thanked the old valel-de-eliamhre forthegoud eouiisel he had 
giveti me, and jiroinised to he guided hy it. Pleased with my 
deference to his 0 ])inioi^ he said b* me: II you go to Madrid hi’ 
sure you call ti]M>n my nephew, ddsenli Navarro. He ih lae- 
totuin in the family of Signor Don Ih^tlia/arde /unigna, iind I 
can venture to nirammiend him as a lad V* overy respect worthy 
of yonr friendsliip. He i.s ju.st as nature Auule him, witli all the 
^ vivaeity of vouili, eoui^eous in his manners, and forv\ar(l to ob- 
lige : i could wish )OU to get aeipiamled witli him. I answi'red 
that I would not fail to go and see this Joseph Navarro as hooii 
as 1 .should get to Madrid, whillur 1 meant t ) return in due 
lime. Then did 1 turn my hack on the episcopal palace, never 

V 
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to j^race it with my presence a^ain. If I had kept my horse, 1 
sljould perhaps have set out for Toledo immediately; but I had 
sold it during the period of my administration, supposing that I 
was in offiee for life, and sliould not henecdorward be migratory. 
My final resolution was to hire a ready-furnisbed lodging, as I 
liad made up my mind to stay anotUer month in Grenada, and 
then to pay the Count de Polan a vi dt. 

As (linner-liour was draA\ing nigh, I asked mv landlady if tliere 
was any eating-house in the neighbourhood. She answered that 
tliere was a very good one within a few yards of her liouse, 
whore the aeeommodiitions were exeellcnt, and the eompany 
select and nuTiKTous. T made lier sliew me where it was. and 
WTRt thither sliarp std. I was shewn into a large room, resein- 
hling thi‘ hall of a monastery in every tluiig hut good eheer. 
There <\vor(‘ ton or a dozen men sitting at a lung lnihle, with a 
elutli spread over it that fretted in its own grease;, but they, 
w ilh iinofTended nostrils, were engaged in general eonversation. 
though they dined individually, each liaving a miser{\Jlde sera]) 
for his ])orlinfi, 'flu* peojih* of the hous<' brought me my allow'- 
anee, w hieli at anoth.iM* time would haveturiu'd my sttmiaeli, and 
have made mo sigh aftor the luxuries of tlu‘ l;d)le I had just 
lost. Hut at (his moment 1 was so indignant against the aiadi- 
hisliop, that the homely fare of a paltry oating-housi* seamed 
more palatable than the dainties ol liis sumptuous hoard. It 
was a burning shame to see sueli a waste of ])rovisions sm'veil 
up in sou])S and sauces to painp(‘r the a])]a‘tite. Arguing hkf‘ 
a deep examim'r in tlie ecMmoinv of tlie human frame, aiid n'a- 
soning medically as well as plidu.>^(»pliieally, on tlje dis]>r(>]»or- 
tion h(dwe<Mi the simjde wants of natiin' and the eoniplcMtv 
of luxurious indnlgcneo; (Mirsed he they, saitl T, who invonted 
those ])eriiieious dinners and suppers, wliere one must sit oii 
tlie tmiterhooks of sidf-denial, for fear of overloading (lie store- 
house and shop th(‘ wliole hod} I ]\Ian w ants hut little lime 
below ; and provided he can hut keep body and soul together, 
the loss he eats the better. Thus did I, in my surly vein, 
give utterance to Aviso saws; AAliieh, however just in theory, 
had hitlierto been little reeommeiid<*d by my praetiee. 

\Yhile I was dispatching my commons, without any danger of 
a surfeit from repletion, the licentiate iwowis Garcias, who had 
got the living of (labia in the manner ahovil-mentioiied, eanie 
into the room. The mom'^nt he recognised mo. he ran into my 
arms with all the oordi .iity of friendship, or rrther with tli(‘ ex- 
travagant joy of a I )\er after a long exile from his mistress. ITi' 
folded me repeatedly w itliin his sincere embrace, and 1 was com- 
pelled to stand the brunt of a long-winded compliment on tlu3 ' 
unparalleled disinterestedness of my conduct towards him. (gra- 
titude is a fine virtue ; and yet it is wearisome wIumi earru'd 
beyond due bounds ! He toot his scat next me, saying : Well ! 
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t parson miwt not s\v(‘ar : thorn'll by tho nuiss, inv tloar jmtron. 
aiuoo iiiy fortuno lias thrown ino in )our way, wo will n«>t 
pari witliout a jovial ijlass. ihit ns thoro ih in» »;otM] w ino in this 
pbabby i!iu. 1 will tako yon. it* you jtloaso. aft(M* t»ur niako-shirt 
diiinor, to a plaoo w horo I will troat \»mi with mamplo of hot ilos, 
rii*)!. tjonniiu*. ainl ohl. in <*tfinpan'io!i nt’ wlm h tho balortnan v't 
ILira.-owas all a tan-o. Tl#* rhnrrh will :;i\o ns absolntmn. m 
tho oauso of ^ratitiulo! If I tamltl but sir! yon for a fow d.Mx^ 
ilown at iny jiarsiMiaiic I't (*abi.i I ^la•l•^‘na^ wa-' iioxor inoro wrl- 
fonio to tho ])ooi's SabiMo fanii, than ih<‘ aullmr «'f all iiiv oasr 

and fonili»i'l to tlfc rliou-rst proibiro ol .i i^loho w liirh is iniiii' 

onlv by \ onr b«*!u \ oliMn c. 

\\hilo lio was hohhiiii this In^li-llown laniiiiai^n*. lov hiib* sbor 
of dinnor w as sot holdn* him llo toll to without tho I. .ir oi 
indi^ostnm bofoiv his » no--, '•till hoii^htmiiiL; tho Inxurv ^-f tho 
roimsl at mt<‘rvals. h\ lino .spcoohoH adtlro-.-t-vl to mo in (ho most 
fnlsoino stylo (A' llaltorN 1 i*i<ik tin* oj»|iortimi ( n . whon hi-« 
mouth w.'^vS lillod with s‘ 'iiiotlnnLi mor«‘ Mih'-taiilial, to od^io m a 
word or two anmUt tlio torront , and a> in' had in.t f.)r-;(»{lon t'> 

ask altor liis tuond tho stoward, I made no linm'-i ahont aokmox 

lial^iniT that I w.i- no loiio, r a haimj-r <-n »»l‘ llio «-hnroli, I oni-h 
W ont *>0 l.ir a> lo pailn nlaii/o l!io no '-I trnial oin nnislaiioos at- 
tcMidyiLf my ro-iLiu O i"n. !<• .d! i*} N\h'<‘!i ho Ii-h-nod with an at 
tontivo oar, Ai'tor ail his lino in-dc s^mn-. w iio wciiiil m-t lia\o 
6Xpoolod lo s<-o hmi n.ovod inoi, t»> loarswilh lln‘ lhr«s‘s oj 
ISI^ontfnl ;^'ratiludo, !•> In-ar him thnndor hulls and intordioN 
ipiifo 1 ho sijporaiiiiuaiMl aro]ih.sh"|> r TIi' tltNiiahit! ho did 
ieillitT tho niio tiling inM* t ho olh«r Ihi! lii- <‘<'MMionanoi' fill, 
«nd 1 lis whole air was that nt .in alo-oiit man. tin- rest of his 
dinner was Imliod down witlmnt tho -_Mrni'*h of inh i modiato talk 
$l)out Ma-oonas; a-^ -o. n m'- In* ha«l dnno, ho h’lrriod from lahh- 
Willmul inindinn .^ran- nr L'l at I’ .ah’, w n In (I mo ”o<u| da\ \Nilh a 
Cold atiil ^il^t,lnt air. and ^nt < If I’l'-t a- j»(-.^ihh‘. '1 ho imh - 

int; Si'uumlrol. ijorooivini; that 1 w.i- no IniiLioi* in a silnalion I' : 
liini to pnni]) aiiNihiiiL' (»iil nf mi-, would not oven lako«(ho 
tronlilo to ilraw a (ha’oni \ oil lO oi hi" «lii t \ jiimoiplos Hut sij< h 
a hl.iokL'nard onuhl oxoilo ni* nlln r "i 'I'-a’inii than <’nnh-mpt ?m.l 
lanjlitor. I.ix )K iijj^r a! him w it h d' 1 1 " ■■ ii f In- lit lost i hi-u-onn-fif 
for follows hko lin-"o, I •alh-d all' T ii.m loud oMninjli to ho in aid 
hy the wlmlo roniii ; Mop thoro, \«»ii^inn s p:io-i I (r.» ami put 
tliosi* t w o hot t los m ioo aL'ainsl, Maoonas 0 '>nn s to tho Sahirn* 
farm I lh‘ sure tl|^*y are noli, f^oiinino. ;n. j nld nr they will h«‘ 
s faro,o lo FiUornian. ' 

Cn \ I. — Gil UltiB goes tit Ihr play at iirvnfirl'i. '■vt pn\i at imtiy 
one (>/ the and a hut hapini>i<i Uurntpitn. 

No sooner liad (iarolas rid tlio room of hi" jii'o^orn o, llian two 
gontlciuon came in, oxtreinoiv well drc-ss«d, and took linor soal# 
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close by me. They began talking about the players of the Gre- 
nada company, and about a new piece wliich just then had a great • 
run. According to their account, it was quite the town talk. ' 
Nothing would do for me, but to go and see it that very day. 

I had never been at tlie play since my residence at Grenada. As 
I had lived nearly the whole time ti the archbishop’s palace, 
where all such profane shews were cc.ndemned as uncanonical, I 
had been cut off from every recreation of that sort. All iiiy 
knowledge of men and manners was drawn from homilies ! 

I repaired therefore to the theatre at the appointed hour, 
and found a very full house. All around me,' discussions were 
going on about the piece before I he eiirtiiin dre\v up ; and 
there was not a soul in the numerous assembly but had sonic 
remark to make upon it. One liked it, anotlier could not 
boar ii Do not you think the dialogue is partiqularly hap- 
py P said a candid critic on my right: Was lliere ever such 
miserable stulf! cried a snarling critic on my left. In good 
truth, if bad autliors abound, it must be admitted that the pub- 
lic are at variance about what is good and what is bad : but the 
had judges have a right to be pleased for their money ; and as 
fli(‘y iar outnuniber the good ones, their favourite writers can 
never want employment. When one only considers through 
uhat an ordeal dramaiie poets luive to pass, it is a mutlgr ot 
wonder that any should be found hardy enough at once to con- 
tend against the ignorance of the multitude, and the random ' 
shot of those self-created guides in matters of taste, who always! 
pretend to lead the blindness of the public judgment, toe | 
freijuently push it into the mire of absurdity. I 

At lengtli the buifoon of the piece eaine foiwvard by way ol ^ 
prologue. As soon as his grotejupio count eiianee was visible. ' 
there was a general clapping of liands; a sure indication of his 
being one of those spoiled actors, who are allowed to take any 
liberties with tlu' pit, and to he applauded through thick and 
thin. Ill fact, this ])layer neither ojienetl his li])s, nor moved a 
imisn'le, witlmut exciting the most extravagant raptures. Uc 
w oiild liave performed better, had lie been loss conscious what 
a favourite he was. But ho presumed on tliat eireumsiaiicc most 
abominably. I observed that he sometimes forgot what was set 
dow’ii for him, and took the lieeneo of axlding to his part out of 
his own free laney ; a eomillou cause of eomplaint against low 
comedians, which, tliough it make tin* unskilful hiiigli, cannot 
but make the judicious ^treve. Would tlie aud'cnce but receive 
such mirth with hisscst' instead of crying bravo, they might re- 
strain the absurd practice, and purge the ‘stage from barbarian. \ 
8ome of the other performers were greeted with the usual 
tokens on their entrance, and particularly an actress who played 
the chambermaid. Tliere w^as something about lier w Inch more 
than usually attracted my attention ; and langiiage must sink 
under the labour of expressing my astonishment ut tracing the 
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features v>f Laura, that lair, that rhastf. that inoxpivssihK' slu\ 
'Whoiii 1 Mi}i[K>Mal to hi’ still at Miulrui, warhliiii; ui oiu* key, 
vilh liMiwls, Mtli-s, and iniiul iiu\^r]»)riitt* with Aix'iua. 

JLii thciv I’ould 1 h‘ lilt duiila I'f luT uhaitity. Tlu‘ kii’k m lirr 
t!u‘ lt‘t*r 111 lar iao, and tin* tnp])ini( jHTtiu'ss of linr 
tc»n>,nie. all i*<»nspiri'd in that tiuTo nnild hi* no inisiaki*. 

Yet. as it’ I had rrUiscl Ihlmf ti> tin* uthilavit ol’ niy own cw's 
and cars, 1 .askt’d her nann'iif a ‘gentleman who was sill in*; ht'sidc 
nn*. Whal I In* dcin c ! W hy wlicrc do \ou ct*nu* I’roni P said he. 
You inusi uiitjiic"! h'iiaM\ In* a new iin|uvrtatn»n, not tohavoseen 
or heard ot the dl\liie Lvlella. 

'I'he liki'in ^s w as loo pel I'ei-t for me to he mistaken. It w,*is 
eii'^v to eoinj^relieiid \\\i\ Lmra. ehani;ini; her spheie of aeWon, 
tliaiii^ed her name aU'» , w herelcre iVom i*urio^ily to kin»w how 
Diallers sto*d with her, sun*e tin* juihiie always pr\ into tjieiiu'.st 
pn\ ale eoneerns of theatneal pt ivons, I (‘inpiired of the same 
man whetlier this Lsii’lla had an\ parlieular allair of gallantry 
On her liymL. He mf'rmed me that for the last lwi> months 
there liad heeii a oreal PoitiiLinese nohleman at (iren.'ida, his n:ime 
Wa> the Manpiis de Manaha, who had laid out a f.:ri‘at deal ol 
ttlonev np<»n her. lie mijhi ha\e told me more, if I had not 
been afranl of heiommL; I roiddesoint* willi my ipie.siioiis. I 
Wasjielter employed in muMim on the information ilns^oiul gen- 
tleman had Liheii me, iliaii m ailendim; to the pl.iy , and it any 
one had asked me wh.il it wa^ all ahont. w in n the pii'ce was 
over, 1 should liase heen j»u/. 'I mI for an answer. 1 eould do no- 
■ tibini' imt deeline Laura ami f.slella ihroULili all e:e'rs and num- 
I'ber.s ; till at leii^ih I h"ldly made nj> my mind lo call at her 
hoii.se tile next day. .Not Imt tiiere was some risk as to the re- 
ce]Uioii she miL;lil uoe me: it lui^jlil he .susjieeied, without excess 
ot modest!, that ni\ appiaranee w.mhl j^ive her no ^reat phasnre 
in the Iii;,di1iih* of her .dlair.^; in*r was it at all imj'rohalile tha' 
so jr()(»d an actress, to r«\eno(‘ lici.-ell cm a man, with whom ei r 
tainly she had an aeconnt to .si Hie. mi^dit look stnm^e. and "Wi ai 
hlie had m*\er seen his t.iee hefore. ^ el, did none oi the-e* aji- 
prehensions deter me from my Kiitnre. Alter a Imlit siipp'-r, 
for all tin* meals at niv ealm^-hon.se were re::nialed nw prjjteij'h s 
of economy and teiiijieranee, 1 withdrew to iny eh.mdier wiin an 
mi.xions lonoino fm* the^next day. 

Aly sleep was sJiort ami interru)'t<^l ; s** tliat I ^o|, up iiy <lay- 
hreak. lint as it was to he ie<olleet' jl th:it a mi.'-ire.s.-^ m In^h 
keeji was lu't likely to la* xisihle early tin* monnn}^, 1 jaissed 
tlirei* or lour lionrs in dn s.-iiiL". sliai mL,S yowdenni', and p«*r* 
fuinmi;. It was my hfisine.ss to present m\.‘-«ll hetoie her in ii 
trim, not to put In r to the hln*-)! at aeknow led^nn; my aeipiainU 
tDco. J sallied forth ahout ten o’eha'k, and knocked allierdour, 
ifter haviiiji empined her addres.s at the theatre. She was living 
^ the first lloor of a lar^o and t-legunt house. 1 U;hl a I'hainher- 
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maid who opened tbe door to me, that a youn^ man wanted tti j 
apeak with ner lady. The chambermaid went in to give my meg. * 
sage, when adl at once(“I heard her mistress call out, not in the " 
best-tempered tone in the world. Who is the young man P What , 
does he want? Shew him up stairs. ^ 

This was a hint to me that my timi,^ was ill chosen ; that pro. I 
bably her Portuguese lover was at^iher toilette, and that she l 
spoke so loud, with th^ laudable design of convincing him that! 
she was not a sort of girl to allow of any impertinent intruders, f 
This conjecture of mine turned out to be the fact ; the Marquis | 
de Marialva lounged away almost every morning with her : I had I 
made up my mind to be kicked down stairs by w’ay of welcome ; ^ 
but* that admirable actress, never forgetting her cue, ran forward • 
with open arms at the sight of me, exclaiming : Ah ! my dear > 
brother, is it you that I behold P On the strength of so near a 5 
kindred, she was no niggard of her embraces ; but recollected I 
herself so far as to say, turning round to the Portuguese, My f 
lord, you must excuse me if nature will put in her claim, and - 
trench upon good breeding. After three years of absence, I| 
cannot see a brother once again, whom I love so tenderly, without 
expressing my feelings in all their warmth. Come ! my dear Gil [ 
Bias, continued she, addressing me afresh, tell me some news of 
the family : in what circumstances did you leave it P i " 
This whimsical scene disconcerted me at first ; but I was not ! 
long in seeing through Laura’s intention ; and playing up to her ’ 
whth a spirit scarcely less than lier own, answered according to 
the plot ; Heaven be nraised, sister, all our good folks are in 
perfect health, and well in the world, I make no doubt, resumed 
she, but you must he very much surprised to find me an actress 
in Grenada ; but hear me first and blame me afterwards. It is 
three years, as you may recollect, since my father thought to 
have established me advantageously in marriage with Don Anto- 
nio Ccollo, an officer in the service, who took me from the Astu- 
rias to Madrid, his native place. Six months after our arrival, 
ho got into an affair of honour in consequence of his violent 
temper. Some attentions incautiously paid to me were the cause 
of the affray, and his antagonist was killed. This gentleman 
was of a family high In rank and interest. My husband, w ho 
though well born, had very few connectiohs, made liis escape into 
Catalonia with every thing he could get together in jewels and 
ready money. He embayed at Barcelona, went over into Italy, 
enlisted in the Venetiaj^^ervice, and finally lost his life in the 
Morea, fighting against the Turks. In the mean time, a lauded 
estate which constituted our whole revenuf^ was confiscated, and 
I was left a widow with very little for my support. What was 
to be done in so pressing an emergency ? There was nothing 
loft to pay my travelling expenses back into the Asturias. And 
then wnat should I have done there P 1 should have got nothing 
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I my family but a loivg airing of oondolonces, which would 
furnished me neither with fwd nor with raiment. On the 
r hand, 1 had been to well brought* up to fall into tlioso 
JOS, into which too many poor young women are betrayed 
ho sake of a scandalous subsistence. There was but one 
; remaining for me tcl determine on. I turned actress to 
>rve my morals. I 

> tingling a sense of ridicule came over mo, when Laura 
id up her romance with this pious motive for turning at- 
. tlmt I could scarcely refrain from relieving myself l>y a 
‘ laughter. tBut gravity was of too much eonsequtMiee tt» be 
*nsed with ; and I saitl to her with an air the counterpart of 
)\vn— My dear sister, I entirely approve of your conduct, 
[im heartily glad t<» meet with you at Grenada, and more* 
settled on so resp<‘etable a footing. , 

le ]V^arqllia do Marialva, who had not lost a word of all 
5 fine speeches, swallowed down blindfold whatever Don 
mio'n widow thought fit to drench his credulity willi. He 
part in the coiu’tTsation loo, and asked me whether I had 
fixed employment in Grenada or elsewlicrc. I uaus(‘d for a 
lent to consider whether and after what manner 1 should lie; 
as there seemed no need in this (‘ase to draw' on my mven- 
I told the trutli by way of varii'ty. In a ulaiii mailer of 
manner did I rehearse my introduction to ilie areliliishops 
?Cy and my discharge therefrom, to the infinite amusement 
is Portuguese lordship. To be sure, in telling the truth, I 
lot keep my word, for I could not help laundiing out a little 
le archbishop’s expense, in spite of my solemn pn)mise given 
[elchior. But the best of the joke was, that Laura, taking 
;Jny story for a fiction invented after her cxainjde, burst out into 
Ideals of laughter ; whereas the whimsienlity ol tlie eireumstaiiee 
^ould have raised a soberer mirth, hud she known it to liavc 
Ibeen alloyed w ith the base ingredient of veracity. 

It After having come to the end of rny tale, which closed with 
lust mentioning the lodging I had taken, dinner was annouficed. 

instantly motioned to w ithdraw', as if intending to take that 
^'frugal meal at home ; hut Laura would not hear of it. Do you 
tnean to affront me, brother? saiii she. You must dine here. 
[Indeed 1 cannot tliink^of your staying any longer at a paltry inn. 

must positively board and lodfte in my liouse. Send your 
l^Hrunks hither this very evening ; Ihe^e is a spare bed for you. 

[I Ilis Portuguese lordship, possibly not* altogether relishing tliis 
jl«xcesa of hospitality even to a brother, thtfu interfered between 
|ta, and said to Laurft— No, Estella, you have not sufficient ac- 
^iMnnmodation to give him a bed without inconvenience. ^ Your 
^pother seems to bo a clever young fellow ; ‘and the cirenm- 
BUnce of his being so nearly related to you, gives him a strong 
Huiim on my kindness. He shall bo put at once upon my cstablisu* 
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ment. I am in want of a secretary, shall delight in giving I 
him the appointment : he shall be my right-hand mw. Let him ! 
be sure to come and fleen at my house this ve^ night ; I will f 
order a room to be got ready for him, I will fix his regular salary ; 
at four hundred ducats ; and if on better acquaintance I have i 
reason, as I trust I shall, to be satiified with him, I will place 
him in a situation to laugh at the cdhsequences of having been 
a little too plain-spoken with his patron the archbishop. 

My acknowledgments to the marquis for this high honour were 
followed by those of Laura, who far exceeded me in powers of 
panegyric. Let us drop the subject, interrupted he ; it is a 
settled point. Settled as it was, he confirmed the contract on 
the' lips of his green-room Dulcinea, and went his way. She 
immediately pulled me by the arm into a closet where, secure 
from ixterruption, she cried out, Cut my laces ! I shall burst if 
I do not give way at once to the fit of laughter that is coming 
over mo. And so she probably would; for she threw herself 
into an arm chaii*, and holding both her sides, shouted out her 
convulsive peal of mirth like a mad woman. It was impossible 
for me to refrain from following her example. Wlien we had 
exhausted our risible propensities, Own, Gil Bias, said she, that 
we have just been acting a very humorous fiircc. But I did 
not look for the concluding scene. My only thought wau to j 
secure you board and lodging under my own roof ; and there j 
was no other possibility of making the proposition in a modcflt 
way but by passing you off for my brother. But I am heartily 
glad that the chapter of accidents has opened with so a 
birth for you. Tne Marquis de Marialva is a nobleman of 
liberal and honourable sentiments, who w ill be better than his 
word in what he docs for you. But confess now! There is 
scarcely a w^oman in existence except myself, would have given 
so commg-on a reception to a fellow wlio shirks his friends w ith- 
out saying with your leave or by your leave. I however am one 
of those simple-hearted girls, who are glad to receive back again 
the base man they have once loved, though he should have 
offended and repented seven, or even seven thousand times. 

The best way for me was to acknowledge the extreme ill- 
breeding of w^h I had been guilty, to^ blush and beg pardon 
once for all. ^ter this explanation, she' led the way to a very 
handsome dining-room. We placed ourselves at table, where 
having a chambermaid ami a footboy for eye-witnesses, we kept 
within the bounds of brother and sister. Wh3n we had done 
dinner, we went back again into the same closet where we had 
been conversing before. Having our time to ourselves, my 
paragon of a Laura, giving herseli up to her natural love of mer- 
riment, and to her no less natural curiosity, required from me a 
ikithful and true narrative of all my pros and cons, my ins and 
uuts, since that unmannerly separation of ours. I gave her a 
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and particular account: nothing extenuating on mj own 
nor setting down au^ht iu malice on the other Mde. 
m I had quenched her thirst after a atory, she slaked mine» 
ommunicating the particulars of her erentful life to the fol* 
Dg eflect 

Ch. vJ^.— S(9rp, 

lALL just run over to you, as briefly as possible, the eircum- 
cos uhich led me to embrace the theatrical profession, 
fteryou toolj Fivnch leave, so much to your credit, great 
its happened. My mistress Arscuia, more surfeited with a 
, of pleasures, than scandalized at their iinmornlity, renounced 
stage, and look me with her to a line estate which sheJiad 
piirehased in the nciglil)oiirhi>od of Zenora with the wages 
ler sinftil life. We soon got acquainted in Iho towi. Our 
Is these w't're very frequent ; and soinetiinc's for a day or two 
?lhcr. With the exeejition of these little exeursions, we w ero 
■losely doiiK'sticatcd as prolmlioiicrs in a nunnery, and almost 
liously employed. 

)n one of our high days and holidays, Ihm Felix Moldonado, 
corregidor’s only son, .saw me by elianee, and lo(,»k a liking 
ne. He soon found an op|iori unity of speaking with me in 
mto; and, as it is in vain to aflect modesty before one who 
)W8 me so well, there was some litth^ contrivanee of my own 
bring the interview about. The young gentleman was not 
mty years of age : the very picture of Venus’s sweetheart, or 
nus’s 8we(?tln art the ve ry picture of him ; with a form for a 
Iptor to work from -, willi an address so elegant, and with 
timents so geiuTous, as to thiw evmi his personal graces into 
> background. There was such a winning way with him, so 
'ssing an earnest mss to prevail, when he t<x»k a large diamond 
in his own linger, and sliil it upon mine, that it would have 
m quite brutal not to have let it stay there. It was really 
nothing like sentmieiit that 1 began to entertain towards a 
ain of so interesting aebaraeter. lint what an absurd tlibig it 
for w'cnehes of a eertain sort to hook theinstdves upon young 
n of family, when their surly fathers hold ollleial situations! 
e corregidor, who had scarcely his equal in the whole tribe ol 
nregidors, got wind our eorrespoiidenee, and dciermined to 
iHC it in a summary manner, ifr sent a host of algua/.ils to 
ce me into custody, who dragged, me awa^', in spite of my 
es and tears, io the house of l orrection for female penitents. 
There, w’ithout bill of indictment or Ibnn of trial, the lady 
bess ordered me to 1)e strijiped of my ring and my clothes, and 
be dressed in the habit of the institution ; a long gown of grey 
?ge tied about the middle w ith a strap of black leather, whence 
pended a rosary with large beads swinging down to my heels, 
ler this pleasant reception, they took me into a hall, where 
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there was an old monk, the deuce knows of what order, who get S 
to work preaching up repentance and resignation, pretty mucl ^ 
in the same strain as l?ame Leonarda, when she exhorted you to f 
patience in the subterraneous cavern. Ho told me that I was 
excessively obliged indeed to those good people w-ho had go i 
kindly shut me up, and could never jfihank them sufficiently for i 
their good deed, in rescuing me froiii the harpy talons of tLei 
world, the flesh, and the devil. But I must frankly own that all i 
my other sins were pressed down and heaped high with ingrah I 
tudo : far from overflowing with the milk of human kindness to- 1 
wards those who had conferred such a favour upon me, I abused | 
them in terms that would have put any dictionary to the blush. 

Eight days thus passed in this wilderness of desolation; but* 
on the ninth, for I had notched the hours and even the minutes ^ 
on a stick, my fate seemed beginning to take another turn. ^ 
Crossing a little court, I met the house steward, a personajje I 
whose will was absolute ; yes, the lady abbess herself was obe- 1 
dient to his will. Ho rendered an account of his stewardship tu | 
none but the corregidor, on whom alone he was dependent, and | 
whose confidence in him was unbounded. His name was Pedro \ 
Zendono, and the town of Salsedon in Biscay laid claim to tbo | 
honour of his birth. Figure to yourself a tall man, with the ' 
complexion of a mummy and the bare anatomy of a dealesir in 1 
mortification ; he might flave sat for the penitent thief in a pic- p 
ture of the crucifixion. He scarcely ever cast a carnal glance S 
towards us Magdalcns You never saw such a face of rank ^ 
hypocrisy in all your life, though you have spent some parb'-of it J 
under the same roof with the archbishop, and are not unacquainted 1 
witli the clergy of his diocese. . . ® 

But to return from this digression met this Signor 
Zendono, wlio said to me slily as he passed— Take comfort, my I 
girl, 1 am sensibly afiected w ith your wretched case. He said | 
no more, and went on bis way, leaving mo to make my own com* | 
ments on so concise and general a text. As he looked like a i 
gooAman, and there was no positive evidence to set against his ^ 
looks, I was simpleton enougli to fancy that he had taken the 
trouble of enquiring why I was shut up ; and meant, not finding 
me so atrocious a culprit as to deserve such shameful insults, I' 
take my part with the corregidor. Bui; I was not up to the ; 
tricks of the Biscayan, he had a much longer head. He waj« 
turning over in his mind t^ scheme of an elopement, and made 
the proposal to me in protbund privacy some ^ays afterwards. 
My dear Laura, said^hc, your sufferings have taken such deep 
possession of my mind, that I have determined to end them. 1 
am perfectly aware that my own ruin is involved in the measure, 
but needs must when, the tender passion drives. To-morrow 
morning do 1 intend to take you out of prison, and conduct you 
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«on in Madrid. No sacrifice is too great for the pleasure 
ng your deliverer. 

^as very near fainting with surprise ttod joy at tliis promise 
adono, who, concluding from my aeknowl^gments that my 
life depended on my rescue, had the effrontery to carry me 
ext day in the face If then hole town, by the following 
0 : — He told the lady abbess that he had orders to take me 
e the corregidor, who was at his country box a few miles 
ind \»ithout betraying himself by a single change of countc* 

S packed ra^ oft' with him for my companion, in a post-chaise 
a by two good mules which he had bought for the occasion, 
only attendant was the driver, a servant of his own. and , 
?ly devoted to the steward by stronger ties than ihosa of 
lude. We began bowling aw'av, not in the direction of 
rid, as 1 had taken for granted, but towards the frontiers of 
igal, •whither we got in less time than it took the corregidor 
imora to receive the deposition of our llight, and uncouple 
acksDr act them barking at our heels, 
fore we entered Braganza, the Biscayan nnule mo put on 
3 clothes, with whicli he had taken the precaution of nro- 
g himself. Beckoning on mo as being fairly launehcu in 
jame boat with him, ho said to mo in the mn where W’o 
ip, Lovely Laura, do not take it unkindly of me to have 
gilt you into Portugal. The corregidor of Zamora will 
» our own country too hot to hold us, for in his eyes wo are 
criminals, under the weight of whoso enormities it is not for 
11 to groan. But we may set his malice at doiiance in this 
nt realm, though at the present conjuncture under the domi* 
of the Spanish monarchy. At least wo shall stand a bettor 
cc for safety hero than at home. lA'agne your fortunes w ith 
?of a man w’ho would follow you in prosperity or in adversity 
iigh the world. Let us fix our resiaence at (Joimbra. There 
11 get employed as a spy for the in(|ui 8 ition ; under the cover 
lat formidable tribunal, a refreshing sbade for us, but (vim- 
an darkness to its victims, our days will glide smooth^ on 
ISO and pleasure, and we shall fatten on the spoil of religious 
iqueney. 

proposal 80 much to the point gave me to understand that I 
to do with a knight, w ho had other motives for oini!ialing as 
guardian of distressed damsels, besides the honour of chivalry, 
w at once that he reckoned much, on my gratitude, and still 
B on my distress. Nevertheless, though these two pleas were 
Bst equally eloquent in his favour, I* rejected his addresses 
1 disdain. The reason w as, that there were two advocates 
more eloauent on the side of a refusal j a pertain ty that be 
disagreeable, and a strong suspicion that he was poor. But 
n he returned to the charge, and offered to say the grace of 
rimony before he fell to, proving to me at the same time, by 
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the undeniable evidence of casb in band, that his stewardship 
had enabled him to live in clover for a long time to come, the 
truth must come out i!l spite of blushes ; my heart was softened, 
and my ears unstopped. I was dazzled by the gold and jewels 
which he laid out m burning row befwe me, and became a living 
monument in my own person , that miraculous transformations 
are effected by the power of pelf, as well as by the wancj of love. 
My Biscayan became, by little and little, quite another sort or 
man in mv eyes. His tall body and bare bones were plumped 
up into a shapely and commanding figure ; his^ cadaverous com- 
plexion was improved into a manly brown : even that look, as if 
butter would not melt in his mouth, was no longer hypocrisy, 
bub a staid and decent aspect. Having made these discoveries, 

I accepted his hand witliout any material abhorrence, and he 
plightcri the usual vows in all due form. After this,* like a good 
wife, I kept the spirit of contradiction as much as posgyible under 
the hatches. Wo resumed 6ur journey, and Coimbra soon re- 
•eived a new family within its walls. « 

My husband stocked my wardrobe as became my sex and 
station, making me a present of several diamonds, among which 
I fixed my eye on that of Don Felix Maldonado. There were 
no furtlier clocuments wanting to give a shrewd guess whence 
came all the precious stones I had seen, and to be morallytcer- 
tain that I had not married a troublesomely nice observer of the 
eighth article in the decalogue. Yet, considering myself as the 
main spring of all his little deviations from the strict law of pro- 
priety, it was not for me to judge harshly on that point. A wo* 
man can always find a palliation for the misdeeds which are set 
in motion by the power of her own beauty. But for that, he 
certainly would have ranked no higher than one of the wicked in 
my estimation. 

I had no great reason to complain of him for two or three 
months. His attentions were always polite and kind, amounting 
apparently to a sincere and tender affection. But no such thing ! 
Inese proofs of wedded love, this worshipping with the body, 
and endowing with the worldly goods, were all but a copy of his 
countenance ; for the cheating fellow meant, as men serve a 
cucumber, to throw me away on the first opportunity. One 
morning, at my return from mass, I fouAd notlimg at home but 
the bare walls ; the moveables, not excepting my own apparel, 
every stick and every thread, had been carried off. Zendono 
and his faithful servant had taken their measures so adroitly, 
that in less than an hour the house had been completely gutted ; 
so that with nothing but the gown updh my back, and Don ' 
Felix’s ring, as good luck would nave it, on my finger, here stood } 
I, like another Ariadne, abandoned by the ungrateful rifler of my 
effects as well as of my charms. But you may take my word for 
it, I did not beguile the sense of my misfortunes in tragedy. 
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elegy, scene indifidable, or poem unlimited. I rather fell upon 
my knees, and blessed my guardian angel, for haring delivered 
me frmn a rascal who must sooner or later fall into the hands ot 

B ee. The lime wc had passed together I considered in tim 
of a dead loss, and my spirits were all on the alert to make 
up for it. If I had been inBiued to stay in Portugal, as a hanger- 
on to some woman of faahiJn, 1 should have found no difficulty 
in suiting myself ; but whether it was patriotism, or some astro- 
logical conjunction, preparing a better fortune for mo under the 
inilucncc of the planets, my whole heart was bent on getting 
back into Spain.* I applied to u jeweller, who valued my dia- 
mond and gave me ensn for it, and then tocik my departure with 
an old Spanish huly who was going to Seville in a post-eliais^. 
This lady, whose name was Dorothea, had bet'n to see a rela* 
tion settlediat Coimbra, and was on her return to Seville^ where 
she lived. Tiiero was such a sympathy between us, as made us 
fast fritmds on the very first day ot our neouointanee ; and the 
atlaehmejit grew 80 elose while we traveiled together, that the 
lady insisted, at our journey’s end, on my making her house my 
home. 1 bad no reason to repent having formeu such a eonnee- 
tion. Never was tln*re a w omnii t»f a more charming eliaracUir. 
One might still conclude from the turn of her countenance, and 
froig the spirit not yet (pienolied in her eyes, (hut in her youth 
the catgut of many a guitar must have been fretted under her 
window\ As a prwf of this, she had many trials wliat a state of 
widowhood was ; lier liusl)auds had all been of nolde birth, and 
her finances were flourishing on the aeeumulatioii of her several 
jointures. 

Among other admirnido qualities, slio had that of not visit- 
ing severely the frailties of lier own sex. When I let her 
into the secret of mine, site entered so warmly into my interests, 
as to speak of Zendoiio with more sincerity than good manners. 
What graceless fellows those men arc ! said she in a tone from 
which one might inf(T that she had met with some light-fingered 
steward in the passing of her mteounts. They would not be \\iorth 
picking off a dungbill, if one could do without them ! Tliero is a 
jarjjo fratenjity of sorry scoundrels in the world, who make it 
their sport to gain the hearts of women, and then desert them. 
There is, however, orfb consoling circurastancc, my dear child. 
According to your account, you are* by no means bound fast to 
that faitUess Biscayan. If your marriage with him was suffici- 
ently formal to^ave your credit w ith tlie world, on the other 
band, it was contracted loosely enough ta admit of your trying 
your luck at a better match, whenever an op*portunity may fall in 
your way. 

' I went out every day with Dorothea, cither to church, or to 
visit among her frienclB ; both likely occMions of picking up 
aa adventure ; so that I attracted the notice of several gentiflh 
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men. There were some of them who had a mind to feel how the 
land lay. They made their proposals to my venerable protec- 
tress ; but these had Kot wherewithal to defray the expenses of 
an establishment, and those were mere unfledged boys under age j 
an insuperable objection, which left me very little merit in turn- 
ing a deaf ear to them. One day a 'grhim seized Dorothea and 
me, to go and see a play at Seville. vThe bills announced a fa* 
vourite and standard piece : ElEmbaxador de Si-mismo, written 
by Lope de Vega. 

Among the actresses who came upon the stage, I discovered 
one of niy old cronies. It was impossible to have forgotten Phe- 
nicia, that bouncing good-humoured girl whom you have seen as 
Flcyimonde’s w’aiting-maid, and have supped with more than 
once at Arsenia’s. I was aware that Phenicia had left Madrid 
above t^wo years ago, but had never heard of her turrving actress. 
I longed so earnestly to embrace her, that the piece appeared 
quite tedious. Perhaps, too, there might be some fault m those 
who played i(, as being neither good enough nor bad ejiough to 
affora me entertainment. For as to my own temper, which is 
that of seeking diversion wherever I can find it, I must confess 
that an actor supremely ridiculous answers my purpose just as 
well as the most finished performer of the age, 

At last, the moment I had been waiting for being, arrived, 
namely the dropping of the curtain on this favourite and stand- 
ard piece, we went, for my widow w^ould go with me, behind the 
scenes, w'here we caught a glimpse of Phenicia, who was playing 
ofi* the amiable and unaffected simpleton, and listening with all 
the primness of studied simplicity to the soft chirping of a young 
stagefinch, w ho had evidently suffered himself to be caught in 
the birdlime of her professional or meretricious talents. No sooner 
did her eye meet mine, than she quitted him with a genteel 
apology, ran up tome with open arms, and lavished upon me all 
the demonstrations of strong attachment imaginable. Our ex- 
pressions of joy at this unexpected meeting were indeed recipro- 
cal ;«but neither time nor place admitting of any very copious 
indulgence in the privilege or asking questions, we adjourned till 
the following day, with a promise of renewing our mutual 
enquiries thick and threefold, under the shelter oi her friendly 
roof. 

The pleasure of talking is the inextin^ishable passion of wo- 
man, coeval with the act of breathing. I could not get a wink 
of sleep all night, for the burning desire of having a grapple with 
Phenicia, and closings in upon her in the conflict of curiosity- 
Witness all the powers who preside over- tattling, whether the 
love of lying in bed, another passion of woman, prevented me 
from getting up and flying to my appointment as early as good 
manners w ould allow. She lived with the rest of the company 
in a large ready-furnished lodging. A female attendant who 
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nat me at entrance, on being requested to shew me Phenioia’s 
apartment, led the way up stairs to a f^sllory, along which were 
tanged ten or twelve small rooms, divided only bv partitions of 
deal boards, and inhabited by this merry band. My conductress 
knocked at a door which Fhenicia opened ; for her tongue was 
cruelly on the fidget to bl let loose, as well ks my own. We 
allowed ourselves no time lor the impertinent ceremonies which 
usually usher in a visit, but plunged at onco into a most furious 
career of loquacity. It seemed as if we should have a tight bout 
together. There were so many interrogatories to be nandied 
backwards and forwards, that question and answer rebounded 
like tennis-balls, only with tenfold velocity. 

After having related our adventures each to other, and enquired 
into the actual condition of affairs, Phenieia asked me how I 
meant to psovide for myself. My reply was, that I pqrposed, 
while waiting for sometaing better, to get a situation witii some 
young lady of quality. For shame, exclaimed my other self, you 
shall not think of such a thing. Is it ])()8siblc, my darling, that 
you should not yet bo disguskd with menial service P Are you 
not heartily sick of knocking under to ilie good or ill pleasure of 
others, of being cap-in-liand to all their caprices, ami after all to 
bo entertained with that unchangeable tune called a scolding, in 
a wprd, to bo a downright slave P Why do not you follow my 
example, and turn your thoughts towards tlio stage? Nothing 
can bo better suited to people of parts, when they liuppcn not to 
be equally favoured in tne articles of wealth and birth . It is a 
sphere of life whicli holds a middle rank between the nobility 
and mere tradespeople ; a profession exempted from all trouble* 
.^oim? restraint, and raised far above the common prejudices of 
humble and decent society. The public arc our bankers, and 
^^e draw upon them atrfignt. We live in a continual round of 
ecstacy, and spend our money to the full as fast as wc earn it. 

The theatre, (for she went on at a great rate), is favourable 
above all to women. When 1 lived with Florimonde, it is a 
misery to think of it, I was reduced to take up with the super- 
numeraries of the prince's company ; not a single man of fashion 
paid the least attention to my figure. How came that about P 
Because they never got a glimpse of it. The finest picture in the 
world may escape th(f admiration of the eonnoisseurs, if it is 
not placed in a proper light. But since I have been suitably 
framed and vamisne^ which could only hmipcn in consequenco 
of a theatrical ^ish, what a revolution ! The finest young fel- 
lows of all the towms wo pass through art shuilling at my heels. 
An actress therefore bas all her little comforts about her, with* 
out deviating from the line of her duty. If she is discreet, by 
which we mean that She should not admit mor^ than one lover 
into her good graces at a time, her exemplary conduct is cried up 
in w ithout a parallel, Hhe is called a very Niobe for her coldness i 
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and when she changes her favourifce^ she is reprimanded as 
slightly by the world, as a lawful widow who marries a few weeb 
too soon after the death of her first husband. If, however, the 
widow should look for luck in odd numbers, and take to herself 
a third, the contempt of all mankind is poured down on her de- 
voted head ; she i& considered as a moAster of indelicacy ; whereas 
we happier women are so much the more in vogue, as we add to 
the list of our favourites. After having been served up to a 
hundred different lovers, some .battered nobleman finds us a 
dainty dish for himself. 

Do you moan that by way of news? interrupted I as she ut- 
tered the last sentiment. Do you imagine me to be ignorant of 
these advantages P I have often conned them over in my mind, 
ana they are but too alluring to a girl of my character. The 
attract^ns of the stage would be irresistible, were; inclination 
all. But some little talent is indispensable ; and I have not a 
spark. I have sometimes attempted to rehearse passages from 
plays before Arsenia. She was never satished with myj)erform- 
arice ; and tliat disgusted me with the profession. You are easily 
nut out of conceit with yourself, replied Phenicia. Do noWou 
Know that these great actresses are very apt to be jealous p With 
all their vanity, they are afraid lest some newer face should put 
them out of countenance. In sliort, I would not be guide^ bf 
Arsenia on that subject ; she did not give her real opinion. In 
my judgment, and >fithout meaning to flatter you, the theatre is 
your natural element. You have admirable powers, free and 
graceful action, a line-toned voice, volubility of declamation, and 
such a turn of countenance ! Ah ! you little rogue I you will 
bring all the young fellows behind the scenes, if once you take 
to the boards ! 

She plied mo with many flattering con^pliments besides ; and 
made me recite some lines, only by way of enabling me to form 
my own judgment as to my theatrical genius. Now that she 
w^as my censor, it seemed auite another thing. She praised me 
up to the skies, and held all the actresses in Madrid as mere 
makeweights in the scale. After such a testimony, it w'ould have 
been inexcusable to hesitate about my own merit. Arsenia 
stood attainted, nay, convicted of jealousy and treachery. There 
could bo no question about my being eveiy tiling that wa^^ 
delightful. Two players happened to drop in by accident, and 
Phenicia prevailed on me to repeat the lines I had already 
spouted; they fell into a sort of enthusiastic^ trance, whence 
they were roused only.<to launch out fervently in admiration of 
me. Literally, had they all three been flattering me up for a 
w'ager, they could not have adopted a more extravagant scale of 
panegyric. My modesty was not proof against such praise from 
those who were themselvoa praised. I began to think myself 
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# rei8y worthy of eoniethinR ; and now was my whole heart and 
" soul turned towards a theatrical life. 

; Since this is the case, said I to Phenicifi the affair is deter* 
mined. I will follow your advice and en^^age in ycrur company, 
if they will accept me. Mw friend, transported with joy at this 
propOM, clasped mo in Mr anns; and her two companions 
seemed no less deliehted than herself at finding me in that 
humour. It was settled that I should attend the Uieatre on the 
following day in tlie morning, ahd exhibit before the collected 
body the same saippio of my talent as 1 had just displayed. If 
I had Imught golden opinions from Pheiiieia and her friends, the 
actors in general were still more comnlimontary in their judg- 
ment, after I had recited but twenty hues before them. Tltby 
.ygave mo an engagement with the utmost willingness. Then there 
' was nothing thought of but my first appearance. To malm it as 
striking aSipOBsible, I laid out all the money remaining from the 
sale of my ring ; and though my funds would not allow of being 
splendid in my dress, 1 discovered the art of substituting taste 
for glitter, and converting my poverty into a new grace. 

At length I came out. What clapping of hands ! w hat general 
admiration ! It would be speaking taintly, my friend, to tell you 
downright that the spectators wer(» nil in an ecstacy. ’i'ou must 
have heard with 3 "our own cars what a noise I made at Seville, 
to believe it. The whole talk of llm town was about me, and the 
house was crowded for three \M*eks sucr(‘8sively ; so that this 
novelty restored the theatre to its popularity, when it was evi- 
dently beginning to decline. Thus did I come upon the stage, 
and step into public favour at once. But to come upon the stage 
^with such distinction, is generally a jrrelude to coming upon 
the town ; or at least to putting one’s self up at auction to the 
best bidder. Twenty Sparks {>f all ages, from seventeen to 
seventy, were on the list of candidates, arid would have worn me 
in my newest gloss. Had 1 followed my own inclination, I 
should have chosen the youngest, and the most of a lafly'a map ; 
but in our profession, interest and ambition must bear iiic sway, 
till we have feathered our nt'st ; that is as invariable a nile as . 
anj in the prompt book. On tliis principle, Don Arnbrosio de 
Nisana, a man in whom ami ugliness hod done llieir w’orst, , 
but rich, generous, and one of the |)OW'erful noblemen in 
Andalusia, bad the refusal of the bargain. It is true that he 
paid handsomely for it. He took a fine* house for me, furnished 
It in the extreme df magnificence, allowed njo a man cook of the 
, first eminence, two foottgen, a lady’s maid, and a thousand du- 
ilfcts a month for my personal expenses. Add to idl this a rich 
yardrobe, and an elegant assortment of jew^cls. • 

P ^ Wltat a revolution in my affairs ! My poor brain was com* 

, pif'teiy turned. I could not believe myself to be the same per- 
son. Ko wonder if girls soon forget the meanness and misery 

t 
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whence some man of quali^ has rescned them in a fit of caprice* 
My confession shall be without reserre : public applause, flat- 
tering speeches buzzed about on every side, and Don Ambrosio’s 
passion Kindled such a flame of self-conceit as kept me in a con- 
tinual ferment of extravagance. 1 .considered my talents as a 
patent of nobility. I put on the i^ieman of fashion ; and be- 
coming as chary as 1 had hitherto'^been lavish of my amorous 
challengers, determined to look no lower than dukes, counts, or 
marquises. 

My lord of Nisana brought some of his friends to sup with 
mo every evening. It was my care to invite the best companions 
among our actresses, and we wore away a good part of the night 
ill' laughing and drinking. I fell in very kindly with so deli- 
cious a life ; but it lasted only six months. Men of rank are 
apt to be whimsical ; but for that fault, they Would be tooj 
heavenly, Don Ambrosio deserted me for a young coquette from 
Grenada, who had just brought a pretty person to the Seville 
market, and knew how to set off her wares to the best advan- 
tage. But I did not fret after him more thar* four-and-twenty 
hours. His place was supplied by a young fellow of two-and- 
twenty, Don Lewis d* Alcacer, wdtn whom few Spaniards could 
vie in point of face and figure. 

You will ask me, doubtless, and it is natural to do so, why I 
selected so green a sprig of nobility for my paramour, >vhen my 
own experience so strongly dissuaded from such a choice. But, 
besides that Don Lewis had neither father nor mother, and was 
already in possession of his fortune, you are to know that there 
is no danger of disagreeable consequences attaching to any but 
girls in a servile condition of life, or those unfortunate loose fish 
who are game for every sportsman. Ladies of our profession 
are privileged persons ; we let off our charms like a rocket, and 
are not answerable for the damage where they fall ; so ipuohthe 
worse for those families whose heirs we set in a blaze. 

^As for Alcacer and myself, we were so strongly attacl^ed to 
on*e another, that I verily believe, love never yet did such exe- 
cution as when he took aim at us two. Our passion was of such 
a violent nature, that we seemed to be under the influence of 
some spell. Those who knew how wellyve were together, thought 
ns the happiest pair in the world ; but we, who knew best, found 
ourselves &e most miserable. Though Don Lewis had as fine 
an outside as ever fell tc the lot of man, he was at the same time 
so jealous, that there was no living for vexation at his unfounded 
surmises. It was ot no use, knowing hjjs weakness and humour- 
ing it, to lay an embargo on my looks, if ever a male creature 
peeped into harbour ; his suspicious temper, seldom at a loss 
some crime to impute, rendered my arm^ neutrality of no avail. 
Our moat tender moments had mways a spice of wrangling. 
There was no standing the brunt it; patience could out 
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Bd boser on either ride, and we quamlled more peaeeablj^thaa 
we bad loved. Oould you believe that the last day of our oomg 
together was Uie happiest? Both equally wearied out by the 
perpetual recurrence of unpleasant circumstances, we gave a 
loose to our transports when we embraced for the last time. We 
weife like two wretched caplives, breathing the fresh air of liberty 
after all the horrors of our prison-house. 

Since that adventure, I have worn a breastplate against the 
little archer. No more nmorotis nonsense for me, at least to 
a troublesome exqcss ! It is quite out of our line, to sigh and 
complain like Arcadian shepherdesses. Those should never give 
way to a passion in private, who hold it up to ridicule before the 
punlic. • 

While these events w ere passing in my domestic estahlishroent, 

« Fame had nbt hung her trumpet hrentliloss on the wlllot^ ; she 
spread it •about universally that I was an inimitable actress. 
That celestial tattler, ihougli bankrupt times out of number, 
still oontsives to revive lier credit ; the comedians of Grenada 
therefore wrote to offer mo an engagement in their eompany ; 
and by way of evidence that the proposol w as not to !)e scorned, 
they sent me a statement of their daily receipts and disburse- 
ments, with their terms, whii^h seemed to be advantageous. That 
being the cose, I closed, though grieved in my heart to part with 
Fhenicia and Dorothea, whom I loved as whuI as woman is capa- 
ble of loving w'oman. 1 left the first laudalily employed in 
melting the plate of a little haggling goldsmith, whose vanity so 
far got the better of his avarice that lie must needs have a tuea- 
tricri heroine for liis mistress. I forgot to tcU you that on my 
j; translation to the stage, from mere whim, I changed the name of 
Laura to tliat of Estcllu ; and it w os under the latter name that 
1 took this engagement at Grenada. 

My^rst appearance was no less successful hero than at Se* 
ville ; and I soon felt myself wafted along by the sighs of my 
adn^rs. But resolving not to favour any except on honourable 
terms, I kept a guard of modesty in my intercourse w ith thbm, 
which threw dust in their eyes. Nevertheless, not to be the dupe 
of virtues which pay very indifferently, and w’crc not exactly at 
home in their new mansum, 1 w'aa balancing whether or not to 
take up with a young feuow of mean extraction, who hod a place 
under government, and assumed the style of a gentleman in 
virtue of his ofEce, with a good table ^md handsome equipage, 
when I saw the Marquis de Marialva for the first time. This 
Portuguese nobleman, yEvelUng over Spaift from mere curiosiW, 
^atopped at Grenada as ne pass^ through it. He came to the 
pplaj. I did not perform that evening. His cxqpiination of the 
aetresses was very particular, and he found one to his liking, 
nriraoquaintance commenced on the very next day ; and thedell* 
airivo tr^y was very nearly concluded whso I appeared upon tbi 
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stage. What with some personal graces, and no little affectatio 
in setting them off, the weather-cock veered about all on a 8u< 
den; iny Portuguese Vas mine and mine only till death do i 
part let since the truth must be told, I knew perfectly thi 
my sister of the sock and buskin had entrapped this noblemai 
and spared no pains to chouse her oi^ of her prize ; to my sm 
cess you are yourself a witness. She bears me no small grudc 
on that account ; but the thing could not be avoided. She ougl 
to reflect that it is the way of all female flesh ; that the dearei 
friends plaj off the same trick upon one anothp, and put agoc 
face upon it into the bargain. 

Ch»V1IL — The reception of Gil Bias among the players at Grenadi 
and another old acquaintance picked up in the green room. 

Just sb Laura was finishing her story, there came in an o 
actress who lived in her neighbourhood, and was come Jo take Ik 
to the theatre as she passed by. This venerable tutelary of tl 
stage was admirably fitted to play some superannuated^strump 
among the heathen goddesses in a pantominl. My sister wi 
not remiss in introducing her brother to that sfele old harrida 
whereupon a profusion of compliments were iWdied about ( 
both siaes. \ 

I left them together, telling the steward’s reliot that I laou 
join her again at the playhouse, as soon as I had sbnt my bagga^ 
to the Marquis de Marialva’s, to whose residen^ she directe 
me. First 1 went to the room I had hired, when^^i, after havir 
settled with my landlady, I repaired with a porteJ who carric 
my luggage to a large ready -furnished house, where my ne 
master was quartered. At the door I met liis steward, who aske 
me if I was not the lady Estella’s brother. I answered in tl 
aflSrmative. Then you are w elcome, Signor caValier, replied h 
The Marquis de Marialva, whose steward I have the honour 
be, has commissioned me to receive you properly. The^e is 
room got ready for you ; I will shew you the way to it, if yc 
ple&se, that you may be quite at home. He took me up td tl 
top of the house, and thrust me into so small a room, that a vei 
narrow bed, a chest of drawers, and two chairs completely filh 
it. This was my apartment. You will not have much spai 
room, said my conductor, but as a set-off, I promise you thatyc 
shall be superbly lodged at Lisbon. I locked up my oortmai 
teau in the wardrobe andiput the in my pocket, aw^g < 
the same time what was the hour of supper, ^he answw wa 
that his lordship seldom supped at home, hut allowed eJjm se 
vant a monthly sum for board w^es. I put several otheji que 
tions, and learx^! that the Marquis's people were a happy> < 
idle fellows. After a conversation short and sweet,! lefl; tl 
stewMrd to go and look for Laura, reflecting much to my ow 
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ition OB the happy omens I drew flrom the opening of my 
situation. ^ 

^aoon as I got to the playhouse docgr, and mentioned my 
» as Esiella's brother, theie was free admission atonea, Tou 
Mht hare observed the forw^ness of the guards to make way 
»4ne, just as if 1 had boei one of the most considerable noble- 
msk in Grenada. All the supernumeraries, door-keepers, and 
Mtvers of checks whom I encountered in my progress, made 
l^heir very best bows. But what I should like best |o give 
^ an idei^ of, is the serious reception which tof ^ merry 
i gave me in the green-room, where I found tim whdo 
t peraoDfiD ready dressed, and on the ^int of drawing 
rtain. The actors and actresses, to wnom Laura iatfo- 
t fdl upon me without mercy. The men were quite 
ite^with their greetings ; and the women, not to)>e out- 
ijdieir plastered faces alongside of mine, till ther COTer* 
with a villanous compound of red and white. No one 
iao<Mitig4o be the last in making me welcome, they all paid thdr 
bmplimeuts in a breath, ^olus hfmsolf, answering from all 
points of the compass at once, would not have been a match 
nr mem *. but my sister w as ; for the loan of her tongim was 
(ways at the service of a friend, and she brought me comj^tely 
lot of &bt. 

But ][ did not get clear off with the squeeses of the principal 
Iperf^l^era. The civilities of the scene-painters, the band, the 
^mpteTf the candlc-snuifor, and tfee call-boy were to be endured 
pth' patience ; all the understrappers in the theatre came to see 

S e rim the gauntlet. One would liave supposed one's self in ,a 
rnijjyftg hospital, and that they had none of them ever known 
wha|^l% of animus brotliers and sisters were. 

Skean time the play began. Some gentlemen who were 
behai^ilia scenes, then ran to get seats in the front of the bouse ; 
for Import, feeling myself quite at home, 1 continued in eon- 
versi^yi^ ^osc of the actors who were waiting to ao on 
Amol^^l|li| number there was one whom they callea Meidtior 
The ine gtruck me,« I looked hard at the person who answer- 
ed ta thought I bad seen him somewhere. At last 1 

reeoUeemmat it was l^elchior Zapata, a poor strolling player., 
who has been described m the first volume of this true history^ 
as soaking his crusts in the pure clenfcnt. 

I immediately took him aside, and said : I am much mistaken 
if you are not that Signor Melchior with whom 1 bad the honour 
of bre^fasting one day by the margin of 'a, clear fountain, be- 
, tween ValladoTid and ^govia. 1 w m with a ioumeyman barber. 
We had some provisions with us which we cfubj^ed with yours, 
and all three partook of a little rural feast, to which wit and 
anecdote gave additional relish. Z^aia bethought him for a 
niinute or two, and then answered : You tell me of a cireuBi* 
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stance which often since came across my mind. I had then j 
been tr^g my fortune at Madrid, and was returning to Zamc 
I recollect perfectly that my affairs were a little out at elbo’ 

I recollect it too, replied I, by the token of a doublet which j 
wore, lined with play-bills. Keitner have I forgotten that j 
complained of having a wife cursed with incorruptible chasti 
Oh ! that misfortune has found its remedy long ago, said Zaps 
shaking his ears. By all the powers of womanhood, the jade 1 
effectually reformed that virtue, and given me a warmer Uni 
to my doublet. . . • . 

I was going to congratulate him on his wife’s having shewn 
much sense, when he was obliged to leave me and go on the sta| 
Bethg curious to know what sort of an animal his wife was, 
went up to an actor and desired him to point her out. He. d 
so, sayfng at the same time : There she is, it is IShrcissa ; t 
prettiest of all our women except your sister. I concbided tl 
this must bo the actress in whose favour the Marquis de Ma 
alva had declared before mpeting with his Estella ; an<t*my cc 

J * ‘ecture was but too correct. Mter the play I attended Lau 
lome, where I saw several cooks preparing a handsome ente 
tainmcpt. You may sup here, said she. I will do no such thin 
answered I : the Marquis perhaps will like to be alone with yo 
Not at all, replied she ; ho is coming with two of his own friem 
and one of our gentlemen ; you will just make the sixth. Tc 
know that in our free and easy way there is no impropriety : 
secretaries sitting down at t^le with their ma.^^ters. Very tru 
said I ; but it is rather too soon to assume the privilege of 
favourite. I must first get employed in some confidential con 
mission, and then lay in my claim to that honourable distinction^ 
rTudging it to be so best, I went out of Laura’s house, and gc 
back to my inn, whither I reckoned on repairing every day, sine 
my master had no regular establishment. 

Cu. IX . — An esiraordinafy companion at supper; and an account t 
• their conversation, 

1 BEMABEED in the coffee-room a sort of an old monk, habite^ 
in coarse grey cloth, at supper quite alone in a corner. I wen 
and sat opposite to him out of curiosity^ we exchanged a civi 
bow, and he shewed himself to be quite ae well bred as 1 was 
notwithstanding my lay education. My commons were brough 
me, and 1 fell to with a very catholic appetite. While I wa 
eating, my fbngue wa^ mute, but my eyes glanced by snatches 
tdwards this singular character, and ali;]^ys caught hi%at th( 
same employment. Liking better to stare than be stared at, ] 
addressed my speech to him thus ; Prayi father, have we ever bj 
any chance met anywhere but here P You peer at me as if you 
scarcely knew whether 1 was an acquaintance or a stranger. ' He 
answered gravely : If I look at you with fixed attention, it k 
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I ^mire the prodigious variety of adventures which are 
Id in the features of your face* It should seem, said 1 
^ tone, as if your reverence was^somethinff of a phy. 
ist. Far more deeply imbued in science than a mere 
lomist, answered the monk, I found prophecies on my 
ions which have nnver been belied by the event. My 
palmistry is no less? and I will set my oracles against the 
i antiquity, after comparing the inspection of the hand 
with that of the face. 

Xbottgh tliis old man had all the appearance of profound wis- 
dom* his talk was so like that of a madman, that I could not help 
laughing at liim out-right. So far from being offended at my 
want of manners, he smiled at it, and went on to the following 
eSbet, after running his eye round the coffee-room, to ho nssilbea 
that there ^ero no listeners : I am not surprised at finding you 
80«prejudiced against two sciences w hieli pass at this tim^ of day 
for mere frivolity ; the long and painful study they require dia- 
hearteus^the learned, wdio turn their hacks upon them, and then 
swear that th^ are fables out of disgust at having missed their 
attamment. For my part, I am not to be frightened by the 
darkness which envelopes them, any more than by the difllculties 
which are perpetual stumbling-blocks in the pursuit of chymical 
discoveries, and in the marvellous art of transmuting baser metals 
into gold. 

But I do flatter myself, pursued he, lo<^)king steadfastly at me, 
that 1 am addre^ssing a young gentleman of good sense, to whom 
^y systems will not appear altogether inthelight of idle dreams. 
A sample of my skill will dispose you better than tlio most sub- 
|tle arguments to pass a favourable judraent on my pretensions. 
After talking in tais manner he drew from his pocket a phial full 
of a lively-looking red liquor, on which ho expatiated thus ; Here 
is an elixir which I have distilled this morning from the iuices of 
certain plants ; for I have employed almost my whole life, like 
Democritus, in finding out the properties of simples and minerals. 
You shall make trial of its virtue. I’ho wine we arc drinking 
with our supper is very bad ; henccfortli it will become excdlent. 

the same time he put two drops of«his elixir into my bottle, 
|which made my wine more delicious than the choicest vintages 
bf Spain. • 

I The marvellous strikes the imagination; and when once that 
pumlty is enlisted, judgment is turned adrift. Delighted with so 
■lorious a secret, and persuaded thatf he must have out- deviled 
Be devil before he could have got at it, X cried out in aparoxTsm 
Hr admiration : O reimrend father ! prytb^ forgive your servant 
m he took you at first for an old blockhead. 1 now abjure my 
!wror. There is no need to look further to he assured that it 
4ependt only on your own will to turn an iron bar into a wedge 
gdd in the twinkling of an eye. How happy should 1 be 
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were I master of that admirable science ! Heaven preserve vo^ 
from ever acquiring it, interrupted the old man with a deep sigl 
You know not, my soi^ what a fatal possession you covet. In 
stead of envying, rather pity me, for having taken such infinit 

f )ains to be made unhappy. I am always disturbed in mind. ; 
ear a discovery ; and then perpetual imprisonment would be th( 
reward of all my labours. In this apprehension, I lead a vaga 
bond life, sometimes disguised as a priest or monk, sometimei 
as a gentleman or a peasant. Where is the benefit of knowing 
how to manufacture gold on such terms P Are not the goods oi 
this world downright misery to those who cannet enjoy them ii 
tranquillity? 

*\5Tiat you say appears to nae very sensible, said I to the phi 
losopher. There is nothing like living at one’s ease. You hav^ 
rid me of all hankering after the philosopher’s stone.. I will resf 
satisfiecf’witli learning from you my future destiny. With all my 
heart, my good lad, answered he. I have already made my re^ 
marks upon your features ; now let me see your hand.^ I gave 
it him with a confidence which will do my penetration but little 
credit in the esteem of some readers. He examined it very at*^ 
tentively, and then pronounced, as in a rapture of inspiration ; 
Ah ! what transitions from pain to pleasure, and from pleasure te 

S What a whimsical alternation of good and evil chanqps ; 
ou have already experienced the largest share of your al= 
reverses. You have but few more tides of misfortune tc 
stem, and then a great lord will contrive for you an eligible fate, 
which shall not be subject to change. 

After having assurea me that I might depend on his prcdic= 
tion, he bad nae farewell and went out of the inn, leaving me in 
deep meditation on the things I had just heard. There could 
be no doubt of the Marquis de Marialva being the great lord 
in question ; and consequently nothing appeared more within 
the verge of possibility than the accomplishment of the oracle. 
But though there had not been the slightest likelihood, that 
would have been no hindrance to giving the impostor monk un- 
bounded credit, since his elixir had transmuted my sour incre- 
dulity into the most tractable digestion of his falsehoods. T^t 
nothing might be wanting on my side to play into the hands of 
my foreboded luck, I determined to attaoii myself more closely 
to the Marquis than I had ever done to any of my masters. 
Haying taken this resolution, I went home in unusually Wgh 
spirits ; liever did foolish Voman descend in Jietter humour 
from the garret of another foolish woman who had told her 
fortune. 

Ch. X.— Margydi di Marialvu giwi a cammiaion to Gil BUu, Thai 
faithfid uerttofy acquito hitnoelf of it a« Bhall bo relaiod^ 

Tm Marquis was not yet returned from his theatrical party; 
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mi I found his upj^r servants plapng at cards in his apartment 
vfa$!e they were waitini;; for bis arrival. I ^t to be sociable with 
bheoi ; and \i‘e amused ourselves with jecular conversation till 
Hwe o’clock in the mornin^^ when our master arrived. He was 

little surprised at seeing me, and said with an air of kindness 
^iiich made me conclude t^ut ho came homo very wtU satisfied 
^'itli his evening : How is this, Oil Bias P Are you not gone to 
JljedyetP I answered that I wished to know first whether ho 
rhad any I'ommands for me. Probably, replied he, I may have a 
^commission to give you to-morrow morning ; but it will be time 
ienough then to Sccpiaint you with my wishes. Go to your own 
[room; and heneeforvuird remember that, 1 dispense with your 
|attendaiico at bed time ; my other servants are sullieient for 4hat 
occasion. 

After this hint, which was much to ray sHlisfaction in tjie main» 
lailtce it spared me a slavery which I should have felt very un* 
^pleasantly at times, 1 left the Marqais in his apartment, and 
withdrew to my garret. I went to bed. Not being able to sleep, 
it seemed good to follow the counsel of Pythagoras, and to ex* 
amine all trie actions of the day by the test of reason ; to repri- 
maud severely what Imd lu^m done amiss, and if any thing uad 
been done well, to rejoice in it. 

Qii looking into the day-book of my eonscience, the balance 
was not sullieient ly in my favour to Keep mo in g(K>d humour 
with myself, I felt remorse at having lent myself to liaura’s 
imposition. It was in vain to urge, in self-defence, that 1 could 
not, with any dooen(‘V, give the lie to a girl who Imd no object 
in view^ but to do me a pleasure, and that I was in some sort 
under the necessity of becoming an accomplice in the fraud. This 
wras a paltry excuse in the darkness of the night, for 1 pleaded 
aijainst myself that at all events the matter should be pusned no 
further, and tliat it was tlie summit of impudence to remain 
uj)on the establishment of a nobleman whoso confidence I so ill 
repaid. In short, afU^ a severe trial, it was agreed in my own 
breast, that 1 was very little short of an arrant knave. • 

But to have done with the morality of the act, and pass on to 
the probable issue, it was evidently playing a desperate game, to 
cozen a man of conseqijpnce who might be enabled, as an instru- 
ment for the visitation of my sins perhaps, to detect the imma- 
ture in its very infancy. A reflection at once so prudent and so 
virtuous acted as a refrigerator on my spiriU ; but v^ions of 
pleasure and of interest soon raised thera again above the fr^z* 
ing Besides, the prophecy of thd jnan with the elixir 

^would have been enough to put me in heart once more. I there- 
fore gave myself up to «the indulgence of th; mo»t agreeable 
fancies. All the rules of arithmetic from simple addition to com- 
pound interest were set in array, to cast up what sum my salary 
would amount to at the end of ten years" service# Then there wu 
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i large allowance for presents and gratuities from my master^ 
wh^e liberal disposition according admirably with my liberal 
desires, my imagination«.grew ^uite fantastical, and extended the 
landmarks of my fortune over innumerable acres of unsubstantial 
territory. Sleep overtook me in the calculation, and raised a 
magnificent aerial mansion on the estate, where a new race of 
grandees was to originate. 

I got up the next morning about eight o’clock to go and re- 
ceive my patron’s orders ; but as I was opening my door to go 
out, what was my surprise at meeting him in his wrapping.gown 
and night-cap. He was quite alone. Gil Bias, said lie, on 
parting with your sister last night, I promised to pass this morn- 
ing yitn her ; but an affair of consequence will not admit of my 
keeping my word. Go and assure her from me that I am deeply 
mortified at the disap^pointment, but that 1 shall certainly sup 
with her' to-night. Tnat is not all, added he, putting a puree 
into my hands and a little sliagreen case set round with dmmonds ; 
carry her my portrait, and keep this purse of fifty pistoles, which 
I give you as a mark of my early-conceived frienaship. * I took 
the picture in one hand, and in the other the purse to which I 
was so little entitled. I put my best leg foremost in my way to 
Laura, muttering to mysmf in the transports of excessive joy : 
Good ! the prophecy is accomplished in the twinkling of an eve# 
What a windfall to be ^ the brother of a girl so full of beauty and 
attraction I It is a pity the credit attached to the relationship 
is not commensurate with the lucre and the comfort. 

Laura, unlike most women in her profession, had a habit of 
early rising. I caught her at her toilette, where, while waiting 
for ner illustrious foreigner, she was engrafting on her natural 
beauty all the adventitious charms which the cosmetic art coul^ 
supply. Lovely Estella, said I, on accosting her, thou absolute 
loadstone of the tramontanes, I may now sit down at table with 
my master, since he has honoured me with a commission which 

f ives me that prerogative, and which I am just come to fulfil, 
[e cannot have the pleasure of waiting on you this morning, as 
he had purposed ; but to make you amends for the disappoint- 
ment, he wul sup here this evening, and sends you his picture ; 
which to all appearance is enclosed in something more valuablo 
than itself. •' 

1 put the box into her hand at once ; and the lively sparkling of 
the brilliants which encompassed it made her eyes sparkle and 
her mourn water. She opened it out of mere curiosity, looked 
carelessly at the painting as people perform aMuty lor which 
they have little relisK, then shut it, and vnce more fell greedily 
on the jewellery. Their beauty made her eloquent i and she said- 
to me with the smile of a satirist-— Theelh are copies which those 
mer^nary things called actresses value much more highly than 
origmals. 
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(t acquainted her that the generous Portuguese, when 
E me charge of the portrait, recommended it to my care ^ 
le of fifty pistoles. I beg you will%ccept of my congrattt* 
;tioni, said she ; this nobleman begins where it is even unoom* 
mon for others tft leave ofl*. It is to you, my. divine creature, 
answes^d I, that this prestmt is owing ; the marquis only made it 
on the score of natural aflbction. I could i)e well pleased, replied 
she, that he were to make you a score such presents every dayi 
I cannot express in what extravagance you are dear to me, From 
the first moment of our meeting, 1 became attached to you by so 
strong a tie, as tune has not been able to dissolve. When I lost 
you at Madrid, I did not despair of finding you again ; and yes* 
terday, on your sudden appearaucc, I received you like a deodand, 
ha a word, my friend, heaven has created ns for one another. 
|You 0 halH)o my husband, but wc must get plenty of pioney in 
ftlb first jnstonco. I shall just lend myself out to* three or four 
^ silly fellows more, and then you may live like a gentleman on 
yourmsans. 

I thanked her in the roost appropriate terms for such an in* 
stance of extreme condescension on my behalf, and we got insen- 
sibly into a conversation which lasted till noon. At that hour 1 
withdrew, to go and give my master an account of the manner 
in which liis present was received, Though liHura had given mo 
|io instructions thereupon, I was not remiss in composing a fine 
compliment on my way, with which I meant to launch out on 
her part ; but it was just so n\uch Hash in the ])un. For, when I 
got home the marquis was gone out; and the fates had decreed 
that I should never see him more, for reasons which will bo me- 
thodically stated in the succeeding chapter. 


Cu. thwiderbolt to Gil Blot. 

I BEPAIBED to my inn, w'bcre meeting with two men of comna- 
nionable talents, 1 dined and sat at table with them till the play 
began. Wo parted ; they as their business and desire pointed 
them ; and, for my own part, my bent was towards the llratro. 
It may be proper to observe by the way, that I liad all possible 
reason to be in a good humour. The conversation wdth rny chance 
companions had been joyous in tbe extreme ; the colour of my 
fortune was gay and animating ; yet for all that 1 could not help 
giving way to melancholy, without either knowing why, or being 
able to reason mjself out of it. It was doubtless a prophetie 
warning of the^isforiune which threatened me. 

As I entered the green-room, Melchier Zanata came up, and 
told me in a low voice to follow him. He led me to an unfre- 
C qoented part of tbe house, aodopened hi. buuDeu thus-Wo^y 
OT, rnute it B point of oonicience to give fou a Ttry serioaa 
warning. Yon are |ware that the Marquii ae Marialva had at 
Snt taken a fancy to Narcina, my wife ; he had even gone W 
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far as to fix a day for trying the relish of my rib, when that cock* 
atrice Estella contrived to fiybiow the bill of fare, and transfer 
the banquet to her owir untainted charms. Judge then, whether 
an actress can be gulled instead of gulling, and preserve the 
sweetness of her. temper. My wife has taken it deeply to heart, 
and there is no species of revenge to which she would not have 
recourse. A fine opportunity has offered. Yesterday, if you 
recollect, all our supernumeraries were crowding together to see 
you. The deputy candle-snuffer told some of the inferior come- 
dians that he recollected you perfectly well, and that you might 
bo anything but Estella’s brother. 

This report, added Melchior, came to Narcissa’s ears to-day : 
she lost no time in questioning the author ; and that grub of the 
interior stood to the whole story. He says that he knew you as 
Arsenia’^ servant, when Estella waited on her at Madrid und^r 
the name of Laura. My wife, full of glee at this discovery, means 
to acquaint the Marquis de Marialva with it, when he comes to 
:he play tliis evening j so take your measures accordingly. If 
Kou are not Estella s brother in good earnest, I would advise 
you as a friend, and on the score of old acquaintance, to make 
your escape while your skin is whole. Narcissa, satisfied in her 
tender mercy with only one victim, and that of her own sex, has 
allowed me to give you this notice, that you may outrun y«ir 
ill luck. 

It would have been waste of words to press the subject farther. 
I returned thanks for the caution to this fretter of his hour, who 
saw by my terrified aspect that I was not the man to give the 
deputy candle-snuffer the lie. I did not feel the least tempta- 
tion to carry my dangerous valour such a length. I had not 
even the heart to go and bid farewell to Laura, for fear she 
should insist on my keeping up the farce. I could easily con- 
ceive that so excellent an actress might get out of the scrape 
vrith flying colours ; but there seemed to be nothing for me short 
of a swinging castigation ; and 1 was not so far gone in love as to 
stand by my sw^eetheart at the risk of my own person. I thought 
of nothing but a precipitate retreat with my household gods, or 
rather goods, if such a trumpery collection of individual property 
might be called so. I disappeared from the playhouse in the 
twinkling of an eye ; and in less time than it would have taken 
to confess my sins, >vas my portmanteau earned off and safely 
lodged with a muleteer who was to set out for Toledo at three 
o’clock next morning. I could have wished myself already with 
the Count de Polan, wjhose hospitable roof seemed my only safe 
asylum. But I was not there yet; and it wa^ impossible to think 
without dread of the time remaining to be passed in a town i^ere 
I was afraid they would hunt me out without giving me a night’s 
law. 

The smell of supper drew me to my inn notwithstanding ; 
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pbo^h 1 waa 88 unenty aa a debtor who knows that a writ is oat 
iMia^t him. My stomach, Ibeliere, was not sudicieniiy wnil 
f^nit that erening for my sup^r to nlav ka nart as it should do. 
The miserable sport of fear, 1 watcnod all the people who eama 
into the coffee-room* and whenever by chance they carried a gab 
low! in their physiognomy, which is no uncommon ensign in such 
places of resort, 1 shuddered with horrid forebodings. After 
na\dng supped the supper of the damned, I got up from table 
and returned to my carrier’s house, where 1 throw myself on 
some clean straw till it waa time to set out. 

My patience was well tried during that interval ; for a thou* 
sand unpleasant thoughts attacked me in all directions. If i 
diOaod now and then, the enraged marquis stood before me, pound- 
mg Laura’s fair face to a jelly with his fist, and turning her W'holo 
Jiouse out*at window ; or to come nearer homo, 1 l\pard him 
giving directions for my death under the operation of a cudgel* 
^auch a vision I starU'd out of mv sleep, nnd waking, wliich is 
%suidly» 80 pleasant after a frightful dream, inspired mo with 
more norror than even tlic fictions of my entranced fancy. 

Happily tho muleteer delivered me from so dire a purgatory, 
by coming to acquaint me that his mules w’ere rcaay. I was 
immediatjy on my legs, nnd set out radically cured, for which 
heaven lias my best tnanks, of Laura and tho occult sciences. 
As we got farther from Grenada, my mind recovered its tone. 

I began chatting with tho muleteer, laughc<l at his droll stories, 
and insensibly lost all my apprehensions. I slept undisturbed at 
Ubeda, where we lay tho tlrst night, nnd on tho fourth d^ we 
got to Toledo. My first care was to inform myself of the Count 
do Polan’s residence, whither I repaired under the full persuasion 
that he would not suffer me to lodge elsewliere. But I reckoned 
without my host. There was no one at liomo but a person to 
iske care of the house, who told me tliat his master was just 
gone to the castle of Leyva, having been sent for on account of 
Seraphina’s dangerous illness. 

The Count’s aoscnce was altogether unexpected ; hero was no 
longer any inducement to stay at Toledo, and all my plans were * 
changed at once. Finding myself so near Madrid, 1 resolved to 
go thither. It came into my liead that 1 might make my way at 
court, where talents of tiio first order, as I had licard, were not 
absolutely necessary to fill situations of the first consequence. 
On Uie very next morning I took a<lyantage of back carriage, to 
be set down m the renowned capital of Spain. Fortune took 
me kindly by the hand, and intrf)duced'n\e to a higher cast of 
parti than tnose 1 lufd hitherto filled. 


Ch. lll-Oit BUu faket lodffingt in a rtadyfnmithtd kowt. Bi pU 
aeqwinied wUh Capinin (JhinchiUa, That i eharactif und 
butine$$ at Madrid, 

0 » my first arrival at Madrid, I fixed my hcad-quttS^W tA • 
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lodgine-houBe, where resided, among other ^rsons, an old cap. 
tain, TOO was come from the distant part of New Castile, to so- 
licit a pension at couvt, and he thought his claims but t^ well 
founded. His name was Don Annibal de Chinchilla. It was 
not without much staring that I saw him for the first time. He 
was a man about sixty, of gigantic stature, and of anatomical 
leanness. His whiskers were like brushwood, fencing ofi* the 
two sides of his face as high as his temples. Besides that, he 
was short in his reckoning by an arm and a leg, there was a va- 
cancy for an eye, which Polypheme would have supplied as he 
did, had patches of green silk been then in the fashion ; and his 
features were hacked sufficiently to illustrate a treatise of geo- 
metry. With these exceptions, his configuration was much like 
that of another man. As to his mental qualities, he was not al- 
together, without understanding ; and what he wanted in quick- 
ness he made up by gravity. His principles were rigi^ji in the 
extreme ; and it was his particular Doast to be delicate dn the 
point of honour. 

After two or three interviews, he distinguished me by his con- 
fidence. I soon got into all his personal history ; he related on 
what occasions he had left an eye at Naples, an arm in Lom- 
bardy, and a leg in the Low Countries. The most. admirable 
circumstance in all his narratives of battles and sieges, was, that 
not a single feature of the swaggerer peeped out ; not a word 
escaped him to his own honour and glory ; though one could 
readily have forgiven him for making some little display of the 
half which was still extant of himselr, as a set-off against the dila- 
pidations which had deducted so largely from the usual contexture 
of a man. Officers who return from their campaigns without a 
scratch upon their skin or a love-lock out of place, are not always 
so humble in their pretensions. 

But he told me that what gave him most uneasiness was, 
the having wasted a considerable portion of his private fortune 
on military objects, so that he had not more tuau a hundred 
ducatfi a year left ; a poor establishment for such a pair of 
Whiskers, a gentleman’s lodging, and an amanuensis to multi- 
ply memorials by wholesale. For in point of fact, my worthy 
friend, added he, shrugging his shoulderg, I present one, with 
a blessing on my endeavours, every day, and the last meets with 
the same attention as the first. You would say ]^at it was an 
even bet between the prime, minister and me, which of us two 
shall be tired first ; the memorialist or the receiver of the me- 
morials. I have oftcq bad the honour too, of addressing the king 
oil the same subject ; but the rector and tea curate say gr^e in 
the same key ; an^ in the mean time, my castle of Cmnchilla is 
falling to rum for want of necessary repMS. 

Faint heart never won fair lady, said I most wisely to the 
; you are perhaps on the eve of finding all your marehea 
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ini oountermarebea repaid with uipry. I inuat not Sutter mj* 
self with that pleasinn; expectation, answered Don Annibal, It 
ia ^ut three days since I spoke to one lof the minister's seers* 
taries ; and if 1 am to trust his representations. 1 hare only to 
hold up my head and look big. ’VVhat then did he sav to yon f 
replieal. Had those poor dumb mouths your wounds no elo* 

E se, to wring a hireling pittance for their profuse expense of 
t You shall judge for yourself, resuraea Chinchilla, This 
aeeretary told me iil good plain terms : My honest friend, you 
need not boast so inuch of your zeal and yuiir fidelity ; you hare 
only done voui* duty in exposing yourself to danger for your 
country. Naked glory is the true and honoural)io recompense 
of gallant actions, and os such is the prize at wliieh a Spaniard 
aims. You therefore argue on false priiuMplos, if you consider 
the bounty you solicit as a debt. In case it should be grautedi 
you will owe that favour exclusively to the royal g(K>dnes8, which 
m its exlreme condescension requites those of its suhiects who 
liavo served the state valiantly. Thus you see, pursued the cap- 
tain, that if I had a hundred fives, they are all pledged, and that 
1 am likely to go back as hungry as 1 came, 

A brave man in distress is ilie most touching object in this 
world. I exh(»rted him to stick close, and offered to write his 
memorials out fair for notliiiig. 1 even went so far as to open 
my purse to him, and to beg it os a favour that he would draw 
upon me for whatever he wanunl. Ihit he was not one of those 
folks who never wait to be asked twiee on such occasions. 3o 
much the reverse, tlmt with a commendable delicacy on the sub« 
ject, he thanked for my kindness, but refused it peremptorily. 
He afterwards told mo that for fear of sjmnging upon any one, 
ho had accustomed himself by little an<l little, to live with such 
soliriety, that the smallest quantity of fuod w'as suOicient for his 
subsisUuicc ; which was but too true. His daily fare w as con- 
fined to vegetables, by dint whereof his component jiarts were 
confined to skin and bone. That he might have no w itnesses 
kow ill he dined, he usually ' shut himself up in ins chamber at 
tliafc meal. I prevailed so far witli him, however, by rcpcaWil ' 
entreaties, as to obtain that we should dine and sup together ; 
then, undermining his pride by little indirect artifices of com- 
passion, 1 ordered mdlre provision and w ine than I could consume 
to my owrn shiurc. 1 pressed hinf to cat and drink. At firat he 
made difficulties about it ; but in the end there wp no resisting 
my hospitality After a time, bis modesU becoming fainter as 
his diet was more flush, be helped me x>u with my dinner and 
lightened my bottle almost without asking. 

One day, after four or five glasses, when his stomach 1^ re* 
newed its intimacy with a more generous syltem of feeding, he 
said to me with an air of gaiety : Upon my word, Signor Oil 
Bias, you have very winning ways with you} you make me do 
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just whatever you please, ^ere is something so hearty in your 
welcome as to relieve me from all fear of trespassing on you^ ^ 
generous temper. Myccaptain seemed at that moment so en 
tirely to have got rid of his baahfulness, that if I had been in 
the numour to have seized the lucky moment, and to have pressed 
my purse once more on his accepmce, I am much mistaken if 
he would have refused it. I md not put him to the trial ; but 
rested satisfied with having made him my messmate, and taken 
the trouble not only to copy out his memorials, but to assist him 
in their composition. By dint of having written homilies out 
fair, I had learnt the knack of phraseology, and was become a 
sort of author. The old officer on his side had some little vanity 
about writing well. Both of us thus contending for the prize, 
the bursts of eloquence would have done honour to the most 
celebrated professors of Salamanca. But it was in vein that we 
sat on opposite sides of the table, and drained our genius to the 
very dregs, to nourish the flowers of rhetoric in these memo- 
rials ; you might as well have planted an orange-grove, on the 
sea-beach. In whatever new light we placed Don iknnibars 
services, it was all the same at court, the connoisseurs were de- 
cided about their merit ; so that the battered veteran had no 
reason to sing the praises of that spirit which leads officers on to 
spend their family estates in the service. In the virulence ofthis 
spleen he cursed the planet under which he was born, and sent 
Is^les, Lombardy, and the Low Countries to the devil. 

That his mortification might be pressed down and running 
over, it happened to his face one day that a poet, introduced by 
the Duke of Alva, having recited a sonnet before the king on the 
birth of an infanta, was gratified with a pension of five hundred 
ducats. I believe the lop-limbed captain would liave gone 
raving mad at it, if I had not taken some pains to recompense his 
spirit. What is the matter with you ? said I, seeing him quite 
beside himself. There is nothing in all this which ought to go 
80 terribly against the grain. Ever since Mount Parnassus 
swelled above the subject plain, have not poets pleaded the pri- 
' vilege of laying princes under contribution to their muse P There 
is not a crownea head in Christendom that has not substituted a 
pensioned laureate for the household fool of less refined times. 
And between ourselves, this species of pat^’onage, for the most 
part, galloping down full diive to posterity on the saddle of 
Pegasus, raises a hue and cry in honour of royal munificence ; 
but bounty to persons who are lost in a crowd, however deserving, 
adds nothing to the bulk or stature of posthumous renown. 
Augustus must have ^drained his treasury % gratuities, and yet 
how few of the names on his pension-list have come down to us ! ^ 
But distant ages shall be informed, as we are, in all the 
hole of poetic diction, that his benefits descended on. Virgil 
like the rain from heaven, whose drops arithmetic has ao combi- 
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to oounti no principles by which to reason on their 
er. * ^ 

; let me talk erer so classically to Bbn Annibal, there was 
a coafonnded acidity in that sonnet which curdled all the milky 
ingiidkmts of his moral com^ition : it was imjKwsible to chewi 
swaBow, and digest such fo(^with human organs ; and he was 
fti^y determined to give the matter up at once. It seemed right 
nOTCriheless. by way of playing for his last stake, to present one 
morb memorial to the Duke of Lerma, and if that failed there 
was an end of th^ game. For this purpose wo went together to 
the prime minister’s. There wo met a young man wno, after 
saluting the captain, said to him in a tone of aflection : My old 
^and dear master, is it your own self that I see P What businSss 
.brings you to this mart of favour P If you have occasion for 
Hmy one to tl^ak a good word for you, do not spare makings ; 
ptey are entirely at your service. IIow is this, PcdnlloP an- 
'"ewered the officer ; to hear you talk it should seem as if you held 
some important post in this house. At least, replied the young 
man, I have influence enough here to put an honest rustic like 
you into the right train, lhat being the case, resumed the cap- 
tain witli a smile, I place myself under your protection. I accept 
the pledge, rejoined IVnlrillo. You have only to acquaint me 
witb your particular taste, and I engage to give you a savoury 
slice out m the ministerial pasty. 

’ We had no sooner opened our minds to this young fellow, so 
full of kind assurances, than he enquired where Don Annibal 
resided ; then, promising that we should hear from him on Uie 
following day, ue vanished without informing us what he meant 
: to do, or even telling us whether he belonged to the Duke^ of 
^Lerma’s household. I was curious to know what this Pcdrillo 
was, whoso turn of mind apj^ared to be so brisk and active. 
He is a brave lad, said the* captain, who waited on me some 
years ago, but finding me out at elbows, went away in search of 
a better service. There was no offence to me in all that ; it is 
very natural to change when one cannot bo worse off. The crea- 
ture is pleasant enough, not deficient in parts, and happy in a 
rpirit ofintriguo which w^oidd w^heedle with the devil. But not- 
withstanding all his fine pretence, I am not sanguine in my wck- 
ftfting on the zeal he has just testified^ for me. Perhaps, said I, 
there may be some plausibility in his designs. Should he be a 
retaiiier, for example, to any of the duke s principal officers, it 
will be in powr to sem you. 'You have lived U>o long in 
thejirorid not to know that in great bouses of ery thing is done 
rty and cabal ; th* the masters are governed by two or 
upper servants abont their persons, who, in* their turn, are 
_jiea by that multitu^ of menials attendant upon them* 
l.the^iimct nioming we saw Pedrillo at our breakfittt tahie* 
,iiidhe, if I did not explain xnysrif yesterday aatomf 

A A 
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means of serving Captain Chinchilla, it was becanse we were not . 
^in a place where such a communication could be made withJ 
safety. Besides, I was disposed to ascertain whether the thingl 
was feasible, before you were made parties in it. Understand, 
then, that 1 am the confidential savant of Signor Don Rodrigo ' 
de Calderona, the Duke of LermaT first secretary. My master, 
who is much addicted to women, goes almost every evening to 
sup with a little Arragonian nightingale, whom he keeps m a 
cage near the purlieus of the court. She is quite a young girl 
from Albarazin, a most lovely creature. She, has some wit as 
well as beauty, and sings enchantingly ; they call her the Spanish 
Syren. I am the bearer of some tender enquiries everv morn- 
ing, and am just come from her. I have proposed to hf to pass 
off Signor Don Annibal for her uncle, ana the object of the for-^ 
gery is to engage her lover in his interests. She isVery willing 
to lend her aid in the business. Besides some little (pmmission^ 
to which she looks forward on the profits, it will tickle her vanity 
to be taken for the niece of a military man. ’ 

Signor de Chinchilla looked very grim at this suggestion. He 
declared his extreme abhorrem!^ of becoming a party concerned 
in a mere swindling trick, and still more adopting a female 
adventurer, no better than she should be,^ into his family, and 
thus casting a stain upon its immaculate purity. It wa£ not 
only for himself that ho felt all this soreness ; there was a recoil 
of ignominy on his ancestors, wliich would lay their honours level 
with the dust. This morbid delicacy seemed out of season to 
Pedrillo, who could not help expressing his contempt of it thus. 
You must surely be out of your wits to take the matter up on 
that footing. A fine market you bring your morals to, you dic- 
tators from the plough, with your ridiculous squeamishn^s ! j 
How you seem a good sensible man, appealing to me as he spoke 
these last words. Can you belieVe your ears when you hear 
such scruples advanced r Heaven defend us ! At court, of all 
thc^ places in the world, to look at morals through a microscope ! 
Let fortune come under what haggard form she may, they hug 
her in their arms, and swear she is a beauty. 

My way of thinking was precisely with Pedrillo ; and we 
dinned it so stoutly into both the captpm*s ears, as to make him 
the Spanish Syren’s imcle against nature and inclination. When 
we had so far prevailed over his pride, we all three set about 
drawing up a new memorial for the minister, which was revised, 
with a copious interlacing of additions and corrections. ,1 
wrote it out fair,^ and Pedrillo carried it to the Arragc^an^ 
chauntress, who that very evening put it into the hands of 
nor Don Rodrigo, telling her story so artlessly that the seert- " 
tary, really supposing her the captain's niece, promised to take 
up his case. A few days afterwa^s we reaped the fruits our 
httle project. Pedrillo came back to our house w ith the lofty 
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BenefactoiC^ Good nows, laid he to Chinchilla. The kiuu 
mUing to make a new fjraut of oficer| places, and JwiisioiiH ; 

your name be forgotten in the list. But I am suecially 
Wnbissioned to enquire what present you purpose inintiug tl» 
^Bpanish Syren, for tlie n^r must be paid. Ai to myself, 
I ?# and protest that I wilrnot take a farthing j the pleasure 
if hayinif contributed to patch up my old master’s broken for* 
lanes, is more to me tlian ail the ingots of the Indies. But it is 
jpotprecisely so with our nymph of Alharazin i she has a little Jew* 
Wood to pl^, when the Christian precept of loving your 
neighbour as Wself is preached up to her. 8nc would pick her 
own natural father's pocket ; so judge you whether she would, he 
aboTe making a bargain witli a travelling uncle. 

She has only to name* her own terms, answered Don Annihid, 
jJWTIiatever my pension may he, she shall have the thifd of it 
Annually if slio pleases; 1 will jiledge my word for it ; and (hai 
proportion ought to satis!}' her craving, if )ij.s Catholic Majesty 
had setthd his whole exefiequcr on me. I woidd us soon lake 
vourword as yodr bond, for my own part, replied the niiuhle- 
fboted messenger of Don Bodrigo; 1 know that it will stand the 
assay; but you have to deal with a little creuturiMvho knows 
herself, and naturally supposes that she knows nil (he rest of llu* 
WorM by the same token. Besides, she winild like better to lake 
it in the lump; two-thirds to he paid down now in ready money. 
iWhy how the devil does she mean that I hIiouIiI get the where* 
withal P bawled the captain in a (pnindnry. Does she takcMue 
for an auditor of public accounts, or treasurer to a charily P Vou 
cannot have made her acquainted with my rireunistances. Yes. 
but I have, replied Pedriilo; she knows very well that you are 
^poorer than Job ; after what she lia-s heard from me she could 
think no. otherwise. But tio imt make y«>nrHelf uneasy, my brain 
is never at a loss for an expedient. I know an old seoumlrel ol 
an usurer, who w ill take ten jxt e(‘nt. if he can get no more. \'ou 
must assign your first year’s pension to him, in a<!knowledgiu^*nt 
for a like valuable consideration from him, which you will in 
point of fact receive, only deducting the above-menlioned inte- 
rest. As to security, the lender will take your castle at (diiii- 
ichilla, for want of bettei^ there will be no dispute about that. 

The captaiu declared Ids readiness lo accept the (erm**, in case 
Ipf his being so fortunate as to possess any beneficial interest in 
pe go^ things to be given away the next morning. It happened 
pcordingl^r. He got a government with a pension oi threi* 
MUidred pistoles. As soon as the news came, lie signed and sealed 
P requii^, settled hil httie concerns in town, and went oif 
mn for New Castille with a balance of some few pistoles in bii 
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Ch. ZIII. — Gil Bias comes across his iear friend FaMeh at ca 

Great eestac^ on hoth^sides. They adjourn together^ and eomg 

notes but their conversation is too curious to be anticipate 

I Hi.p contracted a habit of goii^ to the royal palace er^ 
morningt where I lounged away two or three good nours in s 
ing the good people pass to and fro ; but their aspect was 1 
imposing there than in other places, as the lesser stars tom p 
in the presence of the sun. 

One day as 1 was walking back and fore, and strutting abc 
the apartments, making about as wise a figure there as my nei^ 
boprs, I spied out Fatocio, whom I had left at Valladolid int 
service of a hospital director. It surprised me not a little tl 
h^e was chatting familiarly with the Duke of MedinJwSidonia a 
tne Maftjuis of Santa Cruz. Those two noblemen, if my sen£ 
did not deceive me, were listening with admiration to his pratt 
To crown the whole, ho was as handsomely dressed as a grande 

Surely I must be mistaken! thought I. Can this possibly be t 
sou of Nunez the barber P More likely it is some young court? 
who bears a strong resemblance to him. But my suspense w 
of no loM duration. The party broke up, and I accosted F 
bricio. He knew me at once ; took me by the hand, and aft 
pressing through the crowd to get out of the precincts, said wi 
a hearty greeting. My dear Gil Bias, I am delighted to see y( 
again. What are you doing at Madrid P Are you still at se 
vice P Some place about the court perhaps P How do matte 
stand with you P Let me into the history of all that has happem 
to you since your precipitate flight from Valladolid. You ask 
great many questions in a bream, replied I ; and we are not in 
fit place for story-telling. You are in the right, answered he 
we shall be better at home. Come, I will shew you the way ; 
is not far hence. I am quite my own master, with all my cor 
forts about me ; perfectly easy as to the main chance, with a ligl 
hea^ft and a happy temper; because 1 am determined to see evei 
thing on the bright side. 

I accepted the proposal, and Fabricio escorted me. We stoppe 
at a house of magnificent appearance, where he told me that h 
lived. There was a court to cross ; on ane side it bad a gran 
staircase leading to a suite qf state apartments, and on the othe 
a small flight, dark and narrow, whither we betook ourselves t 
a residence elevated in a dvjBferent sense from what he ^ boasted 
It consisted of a sing^p room, which my contriving friend had dl 
vided into four by deal partitiems. The first se^ed as an anti 
chamber to the second, where he lay : . of the third he made hi; 
closet, of the last his kitchen. The chamber and antichambe 
were papered with maps, and many a sheet of philosonhical dfie 
oossion ; nor was the furniture by any means unsuitable to the 
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S kga. There was a lai^e brocade bed macb the worae for 
tawdry old chairs with coarse yellow coverings, fringed 
Itrenada silk of the £amo t^lour, a table with gilt feet, and 
I over it that once aspired to be red, bordei^d with tinsel 
mbroidery tarnished uy that old corroder, time j with an 
cabinet, ornamented with figures in a clumsy taste of sculp* 
Instead of a convenient desk, he had a small table in ms 
; and his library was made up aith some few books, and a 
many bundles of paper arranged on shelves one above the 
the whole length of the wall. His kitchen, too modest to 
e rest of the establishment out of countenance, exhibited a 
assortment of earthenware and oilier necessary implements 
keiy. • 

iricio, when ho had allowed me leisure to philosophise on 
mesric arrangements, begged to know my opinion of his 
nepts and his housekeeping, and whether I was not en- 
5d with them ; Yes. beyond all manner of doubt, answered 
[ X wuu« roguish smile. You must have applied your wits to a 
^ good purpose at Madrid, to have got so well accoutred. Of course 
. you have some post. Heaven preserve me from any thing of the 
sort I replied he, My line of life is far above all politiejil situ- 
ations. A man of rank, to whom this lionse belongs, lias given 
mg a room in it, whence I have contrived to piece out a suite of 
four, fitted up in such taste as you may see, 1 devote ray time 
to no employments but wliat are just to my fancy, and never feel 
what it is to want. Explain ymjrself more inU^lligibly, said I, 
interrupting him. You set me all agog to be let into your little 
arrangements. Well then ! said be, 1 will rid you of that devil 
^ curiosity at once. I have commenced ahthor, have plunged liead- 
long into the ocean of literature ; verso and prose run equally 
glib; in short, I am a jack of all trades to the muses. 

What ! you bound m solemn league and covenant to Apollo P 
exclaimed 1 with most intolerable laughter. Nothing under a 
prophet could ever have anticipated this. I should have been 
less surprised at any other transformation. What |>osHible de- 
lights have you hau the ingenuity to detect in the nigged land- * 
scape of Parnassus P It should seem as if the labourers there 
have a very poor taking in civil life, and feed on a coarse diet 
without sauce. Out ^on you ! cried he, in dudgeon at the hint* 
You are talking of those paltry authors, whose works and even 
their persons are under the thumb of booksellers and players. 
Is it any wom^r that writers under *8uch circumstances should 
be held cheap r But the good ones, my •friend, are on a better 
footing in the world# and 1 think it may be aifirmed, vanity 
^ apart, that my name is to be found in their list* Qnestionlessf 
said 1, talents like yours are convertible to ev^ purpose ; eom* 
positions firom such a pen are not likely to be insipid* But 1 m 



on the rack to know how this rage for fencmg wit: nky weaponi 
could hare seized thee. 

Your wonder and alarm has mind in it, replied Nunez. I was 
so well pleased with my situation in the serrice of Signor Man- 
uel Ordonnez, that I no hankering after any other. But my 
genius, like that of Plautus, being too high-mind^ to contract 
itself within the sphere of menial occupations, I wrote a play and 
got it acted by a company then performing at YaUadRslid. Though 
it was not worth the paper it was scrawled upon,^ had more 
success than many better pieces. Hence concluded I that 4he 
public was a silly bird, and would hatch any^g^s that 'were put 
under it. That modest discovery, with the consequent madness 
of incessant composition, alienated my affections fron^the hos- 
pital. The love of poetry being stronger than iJM desire of 
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accumulation, 1 dcterminecl on repairing to Madriojl 
of every thing distinguished, to form my taste in 
The first thing was to give the governor warning, wh!i 
with me to his own great sorrow, from a sort of affeci 
result of similar propensities. Fabricio, said he, what 
ground can you have for discontent?. None at all, sir, I 
you are the best of all possible masters, and I am de< 
pressed with your kind treatment ; but you know one 
whithersoever the stars ordain. I feel the sacred 
me, on whose aspiring element my name is to be Wf 
terity. What confounded nonsense! rejoined th 
whose ideas were all pecuniary.. You are already bi 
lure in tlie hospital, and are made of a metal which 
be manufactured into a steward, or by good-luck even int^fc^a 
governor. You are going to give up the great object of life, and 
to flutter about its frippery. So much the worse for you, honest 
friend ! 

The governor, seeing how fruitless it was to struggle with mv 
fixed resolve, paid me my wages, and made me a present fifty 
ducats ns an acknowledgment of my services. Thus, between 
this Supply and w^hat I had been able to scrape together oui of 
some httle commissions, which were assigned to me from\an 
opinion of my disinterestedness, I was in circumstances to nuke 
a very pretty appearance on my arrival at Madrid ; which I ras 
not ne^igent in doing, though the literaiy tribe in our ccucry 
are not over-punctilious ab(mt decency or cleanliness. 1 spu 
got acquaint^ with Lope ^e Vega, Cervantes, and the wholebt 
of them ; but though they were fine fellows, an^thought.so^ 
the public, I chose for •my model in preference, Don Lewi&le 
(jongora the incomparable, a young bacbelor of Cordoviu*d^ 
dedly the first genius that ever Spam produced. He will 
suffer his works to be printed during his lifetime ; but coni 
himself to a private communication among bis friends, 
is very remarkable, nature has gifted, him with the uncoi 



ipal excellence b iif satire ; there he outshines him^If. He does 
'tot memble, $ke Lucilius, amuddy stream with a slimy bottom ; 
but is rather like the Tagus, rolling its transparent waters over 
a ^den sandh 

xou give a jBne description of this bachelor, said I to Fabri- 
cio ; and que^ionless a character of such merit must have at- 
tracted an infinite deal of envy. The whole gang of authors, 
answered he, good and bad equally, arc open-mouthed against 
hin|t He deals in bombast, says one ; aims at double meanings, 
luxuriates in metaphor, and affects trunsposiiion. His versos, 
says another, have all the obscurity of those >^hieh the Salian 
priests used to chaunt in tlieir proee>si(>n8, and uhieh nobody 
was the wiser for hearing. There are others who impute it to 
hjm as a fajult, to have exercised his genius ut one time in sonnets 
or ballads, at another in play-writing, in heroic stanza#, and in 
minor efforts of wit alternately, as if he hud madly taken upon 
himselftto eclipse the best writers each in their own favourite 
walk. But all these thrusts of jealousy are successfully parried, 
where the muse, which is their mark, becomes the idol of the 
great and of the multitude at once. 

Under so able a master did I serve my apprenticeship ; and, 
vaijity apart, the preceptor was reflected in tlic disciple. So 
himpuy did I catch his spirit, that by this time he would not be 
ashamed to own some of my detached i)ie(;e.s. Alter his example, 
I carry my goods to market at great houses where the bidding 
is eager, ana the sagacity of the bidders not diJIiculL to match. 
It is true that I have a very insinuating talent at recitation ; 
which places my compositions in no disadvantageous light. In 
short, I am the dear delight of the nobilii v, and U;e in tlie most 
p^icular intimacy with the Duke of Medina 8idonia, iust as 
Horace used to live with his jolly companion Meccnas. By such 
conjuration and mighty magic have I won the name of author. 
You see the method lies within a narrow^ compass. Now, Gil 
Bias, it is your turn to deliver a round unvarnished tale of^your 
exploits. 

On this hint I spake ; and unlike most narrators, gave all the 
important particulars, passing lightly over minute and tiresome 
circumstances. The action of talking, long continuecji^puts one 
in mind of dining. His ebony cabinet, w Inch served .or larder, 
pantry, and all possible uses, was ransacked for impkins, bread, 
a shoulder of mutton far gone in a diclino, with its last and best 
contents, a bdtue of exeeJlent wine ; so that we yat down to table 
in high spirits, as friends are wont to do afSi^r along separation. 
You observe, said he. this free and independent manner of life. 
1 might find a plate laid for me every day, if 1 chose it, in the 
tnj first houses ; but, besides that the muse often pays me a 
viaft and detains me within doors, I have a little of Anstippua in 
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mynatnre. lean pass widieqtuili^lish from the great ai^ 
world to my retreat, from all the researches of luxury to the aim-i 
plicity of my own frug^al board. 

The wine was so good, that we encroached upon a second bob* 
tie. As a relish to our fruit and cheese, I begged to be favoured 
with the sight of something, the offspring of his inspired mo- 
ments. He immediately rummaged amoiK his papers, and read 
me a sonnet with much energy or tone. Yet, with all the advan- 
tage of accent and expression, there was something so uncouth 
in the arrangement, as to baffle all conjecture about the meq|ing 
He saw how it puzzled me. This sonnet theA, said he, is not 
quite level to your comprehension ! Is not that the fact P I owned 
that I should have preferred a construction somewhat less forced. 
He began laughing at my rusticity. Well then ! replied he ; we 
wUl say that this sonnet would confuse clearer heads ihan thine : 
it is all file better for that. Sonnets, odes, in sliort all^composi- 
tions which partake of the sublime, of course the reverse of 
the simple and natural ; they are envel^ed in clouds, and their 
darkness constitutes their grandeur. Let the poet only fancy . 
that he understands himself, no matter whether nis readers un- 
derstand him or not. You are laughing at me, my friend, said 
I, interrupting him. Let poetry be of what species it may, good 
sense and intelligible diction are essential to its powers of ply- 
ing. If your peerless Gongora is not a little more lucid tcAn 
yourself, I protest that his merit will never pass current with me. 
Such poets may entrap their own age into applause, but will 
never live beyond it. Now let me have a taste of your prose. 

Nunez shewed me a preface which he meant to pretix to a 
dramatic miscellany then in the press. He insisted on having 
my opinion. I like not your prose one atom better than your 
verse, said 1. Your sonnet is a roaring deluge of emptiness ; and 
as for your preface, it is disfigured by a phraseology stolen from 
languages yet in embryo, by words not stamped in the mint of 
general use, by all the perplexity of a style that does not know 
whabto make of itself. In a word, the composition is altogether 
a thing of your own. Our classical and standard books are 
written in a very different manner. Poor tasteless wretch 1 ex- 
claimed Fabricio. You are not aware that every prose writer 
who to the reputation of sentimedt and delicacy in these 

days, ane^ this style of his' own, these perplexities and innova- 
tions which are a 8tumbling«block to you. There are five or six 
of us, determined reformera of our language, who have und^* 
taken to turn the Spanish idiom topsy-turvy ; an(f with a ble» 
ing on our endeavoum, we will pull it down and build it up ^ain, 
in defimioe of Lope de Vega, Cervantes, and all the host ofwita 
who cavil at our new modes of speech. Our party is Strongly 
supported in the fashionable world, and sre nave laid viomt 
haiira upon the pulpit 
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B jiAer all» continued he, our project is commendable t for, to 
||pe|ld^wiihoat premdice, we hare ten times the merit of Aoie 
' natural writers, who express themselresejnst like the mob. I 
AS^ot conceive why so many sensible men are taken with them. 
It was all very well at Athens and at Borne, in a wild and nn- 
disi|ngui8hin|{ democracy ; and on that principle only could So- 
crates tell Alcibiades, that the last appeal was to the people in all 
disnbtes about lan^fuage. But at Madrid there is a polite and a 
vulgar usage ; so that our courtiers talk in a different tongue 

a their tradesmen. You may assure yourself that it is so ; 

e, this newlV invented style is carrying every thing before 
Mt, smd turning old nature out of doors. Wow I will explain to 
you by a single instance the difference between the elegance of 
our diction and the flatness of theirs. They would say, for ex- 
ample, in plain terms, ** Ballets incidental to the pieep are an 
ou"junent to a play but in our mode of expression, we say 
more exquisitely, “ Ballets incidental to the piece are the very 
life anisoul of the play.” Now observe that phrase ; life ank 
eoul* Are you sensible how glowing it is, at the same time how 
descriptive, setting before you all the motions of the dancers, as 
on an intellectual stage P 

I broke in upon my reformer of language with a burst of laugh- 
siter^ Gtet along with you, Fabricio, said I, you are a coxcomb of 
your own manufacture, with your affected nnery of phrase. And 
you, answered he, are a blockhead of nature's clumsy mouldings 
^ with your starch simplicity. Ho then went on taunting mo with 
the Archbishop of Grenada's angry banter on my dismission. 

Get about your business ! Go and tell my treasurer to pay you 
a hundred ducats, and take my blessing in addition to that sum. 
God speed you, good master Gil Bias ! 1 heartily pray that you 
may do well in the world ! There is nothing to stand in your 
way, but a little better taste." I roared out in a still louder ex- 
plosion of laughter at this lucky hit; and Fabricio, easily ap- 
pewed on the score of impiety, as manifested in the opinion ex- 
pressed concerning his writings, lost nothing of his pleasant* and 
pr^itious temper. We got to the bottom of our second bottle ; 
andf then rose from the table in fine order for an adventure. Our 
first intention was to see wbat was to be seen upon the Prado ; 
but posing in front of b liquor-shop, it came into our heads that 
we might as well go in. * 

The company was in general tolerably select at this house of 
call, There wqfe two distinct apartments ; and the nastjme in 
each was of a very opposite nature. One was devoted to games 
of chance or skill ; thither to literary and^scientifle discussion; 

thero were at thaf moment two clever men by profession 
mndling an argument most pertinaciously, befSre ten or twelve 
fMqtditors deeply interested m the discussion. There was no 
pecasioii to join the circle, because the metaphysical thunder ojf 
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their logic made itself heard at a more respectful distance : the 
heat and passion with which this abstract controrersy was ma« 
naged made the two philosophers look little better than madmen. 

» A certain Eleazar used to cast out devils, by tying a rin^ to the 
nose of the possessed ; had these learned swine been rmged in 
the same manner, how many little imps would have taken wing 
out of their nostrils P Angels and minuters of grace defend us, 
said I to my companion : what contortions of gesture, what ex* 
travagance of elocution ! One might as well argue with the 
town crier. How little do we know our natural calling in societv! 
Very true indeed, answered lie : you have read ‘of Hovius, tne 
Eoman pawnbroker, whose lungs went as far beyond the rattle 
of chariot wheels, as his conscience beyond the rate of legal 
interest ; the Novii must certainly have been transplanted into 
Spain, ai^ these fellows are lineal descendants. But the hopeless 
part of the case is, that though.our organs of sense are deafened, 
our understandings are not invigorated at their expense. We 
thought it best to make our escape from these braying metaphy- 
sicians, and by that prudent motion to avoid a headache wjiich 
* was just beginning to annoy us. We went and seated ourselves 
in a corner of the other room, whence, as we sipped our refresh- 
ing beverage, all comers and goers were obnoxious to our criti- 
cism. Nuuez was acquainted with almost the whole set. Heaven 
and earth ! exclaimed he, the clash of philosophy is as yet out 
in its beginning; fresh reinforcements are coming in on both sides. 
Those three men, just on the threshold, mean to let slip the dogs 
of war. But do you see those two queer fellows going out P 
That little swarthy, leather-complexioncd Adonis, with long lank 
hair parted in the middle with mathematical exactness, is Don 
Juliano de Villanuno. He is a young barrister, with more of the 
prig than the lawyer about him. A party of us went to dine wifcli 
nim the other day. The occupation we caught him in was 
singular enough. He was amusing himself in his office with 
making a tall grey •hound fetch and carry the briefs in the causes 
which were so unfortunate as to' have him retained ; and of 
course the canine amicus curies set his fangs indifferently into 
the desh of plaintiff or defendant, tearing law, eq^uity, precedent, 
and principle into shreds. That licentiate at nis elbow, with 
jolly, pimpie-spangled nose and cheeks, goes by the name of Don 
Cheruoino Touto. He is canon of Toledo, and the ^eatest 
fool tliat was ever suffered to walk the earth without a Keeper. 
And yet, he arrays his features in that sort of not quite unmean* 
ing smile, that you would give him credit for good sense as well 
as good humour. His eye has the look canning if not of wis* 
dom, and his lau^h too much of sarcasm for an absolute idiot. 
One would conclude that he had a turn for mischief, but kept it 
down from principle and feeling. If you wish to take his opinion 
upon a wora of genius, he will hear it read with so grave and 
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Unrlpt a sOenee* as nothing but deep thought and aoute mental 
RMllcism could justify ; but the truth is, that he comprehends 
no| one word, and therefore can hare nothing to say. He was 
of jthe barrister party. There were a thousand good things said, 
as {here always must be in a professional company. Don Cheru- 
hu^ added nothing to the mass of merriment ; but looked such 
penect approbation at those who did, was so tractable and 
coi^plimentary a listener, that every man at table placed him 
secbnd in the comparative estimate or merit. 

Do you know, said I to Nunez, who those two fellows are with 
dirfy clothes ancf matted hair, their elbows on that table in the 
’ comer, and their cheeks upon their hands, whiffing foul breath 
into each other^s nostrils ns they lay their heads together P He 
^ told me that by their faces they wore strangers to him ; but that 
by physical* and moral tokens they eould only bo co^e-house 
pohticians, venting their spleen against the measures or govern- 
ment. But do look at that spruce spark, whistling as ho paces 
up and down the other room, and balancing himself alternately 
on one toe and on the other. That is Don Augustine Moreto, a 
young poet sufficiently of nature’s mint and coinage to pass cur- 
lent, if flatterers and sciolists had not debased him into a mere 
coxcomb by their misplaced admiration. The man to whom ho 
is gping up with that familiar shake by the hand, is one of the 
set who write verses and then call themselves poets ; who claim 
a speaking acquaintance with the muses, but never were of their 
private parties. 

Authors iipon authors, nothing but authors ! exclaimed he, 
Jointing out two dashing blades. One would tliink they had 

S ade an appointment on purpose to pass in review before you, 
on Bernardo Deslencuado and Don Sebastian of Villa Viciosa ! 

The first is a vinegar-flavoured vintage of Parnassus, a satirist 
by trade and company ; he hates all tne world, and is nqt liked 
the bette); for his taste. As for Don Sebastian, he is tlie milk 
and honey of criticism ; he would not have the guilt of ill-nature 
on his conscience for the universe. He has just brought out a 
comedy without a single idea, which bos succeeded with an audi- ^ 
I ence of tantamount ideas ; and he has just now published it to 
\ vindicate his innocence. 

1 Oongora’s candid pu^ was running on in his career of bene* 
Wolent explanation, when one of th(> Duke de Medinp Sidonia's 
I househola came up and said : Signor Don Fabrimu, my lord 
{{duke wishes to^peak with you. Yod will find h^ at home. 
•Ntmez, who knew that the wishes of a great lord /could not be 
/too soon gratified, left lie without ceremony; but he left me in 
f tile utmost consternation, to hear him callea Don, and thus en* 
nobled, in spite of master Chrysostom the barBer’s escutcheo&i 
wlio hid the honour to call him father. 
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Ob. Xn’^’^Fabrkiofindi a iituationf^ QU Bhu tn ihe eitabSahmiHl |||U 
Count fialiano^ a SteHian nohlman, 

I WAS too happy in Fabricio’s society, not to hunt him outajs^ 
early the next morning. Good day to you, Signor Don Fabrioio, 
said I on my first approach ; it seems you are the picked and 
chosen fiower, or rather, saving your presence, the nondescript 
excrescence of the Asturian utility. This sarcasm had no other 
efiect than to set him laughing heartily. Then the title of Don 
was not lost upon you ! exclaimed he. No, indeed, my noble 
lord, answered I ; and you will give me leave to tell you that 
•when you were recounting your transformations tome yesterday, 
you forffot the most extraordinary. Exactly so, replied he 5 but 
to speak sincerely, if I have taken up that prefix 01 dignity, it is ' 
less to* tickle my own vanity, than in tenderness to that of 
others. You know what stuff the Spaniards are made of; an 
lonest man is no honest man to them, if his honour is not 
>ol8tered up with escutcheons, pedigree, and patrimony. I may 
^ell you moreover, that there are so many gentry, and very queer 
sort of gentry too, dubbed Don Francisco, Don Pedro, Don 
What-do-you-call-him,orDonDevil, that if they owe their coats of 
arms to any herald but their own impudence, modern nobility is 
a mere drug in the market, so that a plebeian of nature's en- 
nobling confers infinite honour on the upstarts of an artificial 
creation, by herding with their order. 

But let us change the subject, added he. Last night, supping 
at the Duke de Medina Sidonia's. where among other company 
we had Count Galiano, a great Sicilian nobleman, the conversa- 
tion turned upon the ridiculous effects of self-love. Deliglited 
at having a case in point by w^ay of illustration, I treated them , 
with the story of the homilies. You may well suppose that 
there was a hearty laugh, and that the archbishop's ajjgui|^y ^ as 
not saved in the concussion ; but the efiect was not amiss for 
yout since the company felt for your situation ; and Count Gali- 
ano, after a long string of questions, which of course I answered 
to your advantage, commissioned me to introduce you. I was 
mat now going to look after you for that purpose. In all proba- 
bility he means to ofier you a situation’as one of bis secretaries, 
awse you not to hang' back. The count is rich, and lives 
at 4drid, on the scale of an ambassador. He is said to 
have coxnto court on a negotiation with the Di^ke of Lerma, re- 
specting sob crown lands which that minister tmnks of alienating 
in Sicily. \ one wordy Count Galiano, ^^hough a Sicilian, has ^ 
every reatur of generosity, fair dealing, and gentlemanly' eon- 
better than getnpon that noblemaha esta- 
blishment. all probability, the flattering prophecy respeetbg 
you at Grenad is to be fulfilled in his person. 
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i wiis my fiiill detbfmination, said I to Kuneci to take my 
. Jig about town and look at men and nmnera a little, before 
iblbrnaaa was buckled on my back again ; but you paint your 
Sif lian nobloman in colours vijiicb fascinate my imagination and 
‘^ige my purpose. I should like to close with him at once. 

L will do so very soon, replied he, or I am much deceived, 
f sallied forth together immodiately, and went to the count's, 
resided in the house of his finend, Don Sancho d* Avila, the 
la4^ being then in the country. , 

pie c^ui^yard was overrun with pages and footmei^ WflA 
;and ele^t nver!es, while the anticuraber was blooksdod by; 
j^quireayi^ntlemen, and various officers of the household* 
perO 1^^ fine as ix)aaible, but with so whimsical au assoiMij^' 
M featiiles, that you might have taken them for a cluster of : 

keys difessed up to satirize the Spanish fashions. Do w^t yOU 
will, therj is a certain class of mm and women in nature, whotn 
no art ojui trick out into any thing human. 

At the vexj name of Don Fabncio, a lane was formed^ for my 
patron, and I followed in the rear. The count was in hii drOi^ 
ing-gown, sitting on a sofa and taking his chocolate. We mede 
our obeisance in the most respectful manner ; while an me 
tion of the .bead on his part» aeoompiped with a condeifoeu 
smile, wotf my heart at once. It is very wonderful, ejjf 
very cobluion* how the most trifling notice from the grea| j 
trates the very soul of those who are not accustoawd.b,,^ 
They must have behaved like fiends, before their behffviogbl 
be complained of. i 

Aftet taking his chocolate, he recreated himself witl 
mours pt a large ape, which underwent the name of 
I why tto'tpe was made a god, or the god likened to as 
the pa^^ concerned can best answer ; the only point of 1 
blance Aeemed to be mischief. At all events, tlus bairy 1: 
the syl^Veuas bad so gamlK)led himself into his mast^fl 

S ces^ iUd established such a character f6r witaudbumicii^l 
life of society was extinguished in his absence; ^ 'Aal ^ 
Nunes and myself, though we had a better turn for droUeiygfe 
were culMimt enough to chime in with the prevailing 
Sicilian w& nighlv delighted with this, and tore himsw 
a moment frdni,hiB favourite pastime, just to tellme : v 

you have only tb say whether you <AK)ose to be ouo 
taries. If the situation suits you, the Salary is two hundred 
pistoles a year.# If Don Fabricio gives you a character, that is 
enough. Yes, my lord, cried Nunes, I am not such a cowardly 
fellov aa Plato, who ii^aced one of bia friends to Dionysius 
the Inant, and then afrud to back hia own iec(Hninen^Mm 

But I hsTe no anxiety about being repwwohedVn that h«^ 

I the poet of the Attnriae witt a Uw bow, fog heriiu 

«> modi bettw aa o^nioa of ate than Kato had of Jus IHana 
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Then addressing my patron, I assured him of my zeal and fide* 
Uty. No sooner did this good nobleman perceire his proposal tol 
be acceptable, than he>rang for his steward, and after tailing to 
Um apart, said to me : GilBlas, I will explain the nature of ^our 
pst hereafter. Meanwhile, you have only to follow that right 
hand man of mine ; he has his orders how to bestow you. I 
immediately retreated, leaving Fabricio behind with the Count 
and Cupid. 

The steward, who came from Messina, and proved by all his 
actions that he came thence, led the way to his^own room, over- . 
whelming me all the while with the kindness of his reception. . 
He sent for the tailor who lived upon the skirts of the household, ' 
and ordered him to make me out of hand a suit of equal mag- 
nificence with those of the principal ofScers. The tailor took my y 
measure and withdrew. As to lodging, said the native of Mes- 
sina, I Know a room which will just suit you. But s^y ! Have 
you breakfasted P I answered in the negative. Oh ! poor shame- 
faced youth, replied he, why did not you say so P Come this way ; 

I will introduce you where, thank heaven, you have only to ask 
and have. 

So saying, he let me down into the buttery, where we found 
the clerk of the kitchen, who was a Neapolitan, and of course a 
complete match for his neighbour on the other side of the water. 

It might be said of this pair that they were formed to meet by 
nature. This honest clerk of the kitchen was doing justice to his 
trade by cramming himself, and five or six hangers-on with ham, 
tonpue, sausag’cs, and other savoury compositions, which, besides 
their qwn relish, possess the merit of engendering thirst: we 
made common cause with these jolly fellows, and heJned them to 
toss off some of my Lord the Count’s best wines. While these 
things were going on in the buttery, kindred exploits were 
performing in the Kitchen. The cook too was regaling three or 
four tradesmen of lus acquaintance, who liked good w iiie as well 
as ourselves, nor disdained to stuff their craws with meat pasties 
and^ame : the very scullions were at free quarters, and filched 
► whatever they pleased. I fancied myself in a house given up to 
plunder ; ana yet what I saw was comparatively fair and honest, 
These little festivities were laughing matters ; but the private 
transactions of the family were very serious. 

Ch. XV . — The employment Gil Blot in Don Galiano't houeehold^ 

I WENT away to fetch my moveables to my new ^residence. On 
my return the count was at table with several noblemen and the 
poet Nunez, who called about him as if rnttecih at home, and 
took a principal share in the conversation. Ind^, he never 
opened his lips without applause. So much for wit! with tint 
commodity at market, a man may pay his way in any ^mpai^. 

H was my lot to dine with the g^tlemen of the househoidt 
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wMt) were wired nearly as well as their employer. After meal- 
tinte^I withdrew to ruminate on my lot. So far bo good, Gil 
Bl|a 1 said I to myself : here you are in Ij^e fam^ of a Sicilian 
Ckj^nt, of whose character you know nothing. To judge by ap- 
pearances, you will be as much in your element as a duck upon 
th^ water. But do not make too sure ! you ought to look askew 
at.’your horoscope, whose unkindly position you have too often 
esi^rienced with a vengeance. Independent of that, it is not 
ealT to conjecture what he means you to do. There arc secretaries 
ana a steward alfeady : where can your post be P In all likeli- 
hood you are intended to manage his little private affairs. Well 
^and good ! There is no better luck about the house of a great 
[nobleman, if you would travel post haste to make your fortune. 

^ ,In the performance of more honourable services, a man gets on 
onh step by step, and even at that pace often sticks by ^hc way. 

While* these philosophical reflections were revolving in my 
mind, a servant came to tell me that all the company was gone 
home, dhd that my Lord the Count was enquiring for me. I 
flew immediately to his apartment, where 1 found him lolling 
on the sofa, ready to take his afternoon’s nap, with his monkey 
by his side. 

Come nearer, Gil Bias, said he ; take a chair, and hear mo 
attentively. I placed myself in an attitude of profound listening, 
when lie addressed me as follows. Don Fabricio has informed 
me that among other good qualities, you have that of sincere 
attachment to your masters, and incorruptible integrity. These 
are my inducements for proposing to take you into my service. 

I stand in need of a friend in a domestic, to espouse my interests 
and apply his whole heart and soul to the reform of my estab- 
lishment. My fortune is large, it must bo confosMed, but my 
expenditure far exceeds my income every year. And how lum- 
pens thatP Because they rob, ransack, ancl devour me. 1 might 
as well be in a forest infested by banditti, as an inhabitant of 
my own house. I suspect the clerk of the kitchen and my stew- 
ard of playing into one another’s hands ; and unless- my 
thoughts are unjust as well as uncharitable, they are pusliing * 
forward as fast as they can to ruin me beyond redemption. You 
will ask me what I liav^ to do but send them packing, if I think 
them scoundrels. But then wlicre arc others to be got of a bet- 
ter breed P It will be sufficient to pface them under the eye of a 
man who shall be invested with the rjglit of control over their 
conduct ; and pou have I chosen to execute this commission. If 
you discharge it well, be assured that yotw serviceB will not be 
repaid with mgratitnd|! 1 shall take care tb provide you with a 
very comfortable settlement in Sicily. 

with this he dismissed me ; and that very evening, m the 
presence of the whole household, I was proclaimed principal 
manager and surveyor-general of the fiunily. Our gentlemen ot 
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the under butler. The latter carried off the bottles half full 
and shared their contents with his allies. I spoke to him on the i 
subject, threatening tOB^ turn him and all the footmen under him 
out of doors at a nBnute’s warning, if ever they did the like 
again. The hint was understood, and the evil remedied. 1 took 
especial care lest the slightest of services should be lost upon 
my master, who overwhelmed me with commendations, and took 
a greater liking to me every day. On my part, as a rewai’d to the 
scullion, he was promoted to the situation next under the cook. 

The Ne^olitan was furious at encountering me in every di- 
rection. Tne most aggravating circumstance bf the whole was 
the overhauling of his accounts ; for, to pare his nails the closer, 

I had gone into the market, and informed myself of the prices. 

I followed him through all his doublings, and always took off i 
the market penny which he wanted to add. He* must have ' 
cursed me a hundred times a day ; but the curses of the wicked 
fdl in blessings on the good. I wonder how he could stay in his 

E lace under such discipline ; but probably sometbing st jl stuck 
y the fingers. 

Fi^bricio, whom I saw occasionally, rather blamed my conduct 
than otherwise. Heaven grant, said he, one day, that all this 
virtue may meet with its reward ! But between ourselves you 
might as well be a little more practicable with the clerk of«the 
kitchen. What ! answered I, shall this freebooter put a bold 
face upon the matter, and charge a fish at ten pistoles in his bill, 
which cost only four, and would you have me pass the. articles 
in my accounts P Why not ? replied he, coolly. He has only 
to let you go snacks in the commission, and the books wiU be 
balanced in your favour by the customary rule of stewardship 
arithmetic. Upon my word, my friend, you are enough toj^ 
overturn all regular systems of housekeeping ; and you are 
likely to end your days in a livery, if you let the eel slip through 
your fingers witliout skinning it. You are to learn that fortune 
IS a very woman ; ready and eager to surrender, but expectiog 
the formality of a summons. 

I only laughed at this doctrine ; and Nuuez laughed at it too, 
when he found that bad advice was thrown away upon an incor- 
rigibly honest subject. He then wished to maxe me believe it 
was ail a mere jolce. At all events, nothing could shake my re- 
solution to act for my employer as for myself. Indeed my actions 
corresponded with my words on that subject ; for I may venture 
to say that in four months my master saved at l^t thm thou- 
sand ducats by my thrift. 

C]g. XVh^Jn accident havens to tJiie Comtde OalUmdc numkcff! hit i 
lordthip^t on that oecation. The iUnett qf GU Bta$, and tit 

e<meqtiene^f , 

At the expintion of the before-mentioned time, tlm Mn/ige of 
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^ * 
family was marvelloosly troubled by an accident, which will 
a^ar but a trifle to the reader ; and yet it was a very serious 
t&tter to the household, especially to me. Cupid, the monkey 
of whom I was speaking, that animal, so ntuoh the idol of our 
l^d and master, atternptmg to leap from one window to another, 
"^rformed so iU as to fml into the court agd put his leg out of 
at« No sooner were the fatal tidings carried to the count, 
he su^, a dirge which pealed through all jhe.ncjighboar* 
.. In extremity of his suflerings, every intiaate' without 
ption Was taken to task, and we were all within an inch of 
being packed off about our business. But the storm only rum* 
b|sd wwo^t falling ; he gave us and our negligence to the devil, 
without bo»ihg by any means select in the terms of the bhquest. 
lie most Notorious of the faculty in tlio lino of fractures and 
'islocationt were sent for. They examined the poor jjew leg, 
It, and bound it up. But thou|^ they all gave it as their opi- 
Mn thaf there was no dange^ my master could not be satisfied 
lithoui retaining the most eminent about the person of die ani* 
U, till he could be pronounced to be in a state of convalea- 
nee. 

. ^It would be a manifest injustice to the family afl^ions of his 
Sicilian lordship, not to commemorate all the agonizing sensations 
of his souk during this period of painful suspense. ^ Would it 
t thought possible that this tender nurse did not stir from las 
jrling Cupid’s bedside all the live-long dayP^ The bandages 
ere never altered or adjusted but in bis presence, and he got 
» two or three times in the night to enquire after his patient, 
most provoking part of the business was, that all the ser- 
vants, and myself in particular, ivere required to be eternally on 
alert, to anticipate the slightest wishes of this ridiculous ba- 
boon. In fhort, there was no peace in the house, till the cursed 
beast, having recovered from the effects of its fall, got bade again 
y his old tricks and whirligigs. After this shall we be mealy- 
gouthed about believing Suetonius, when ho tells us that Cali- 
ila cared more for his horse than for all the world besides, that 
I gave him more than the establishment and attendance of a 
ator, and that he even wanted to make him consul? Our wise 
fter stopped little shprt of the emperor in his partiality to the 
OjOnkey ; and had serious thoughts of purchasing for him the 
place of corregidor. - t i j 

Mine was the worst luck of any in Jbe family ; for I had so 
, topped my parl^above all the other servants, by way of pajinff 
' my court to^ his lordship, and had nursed* poor dear Cupid with 
such assiduity, as to thrdw myself into a fit df illness. A violent 
f fever seized me, so that I was idmost at death’i^door. ^ They did 
what they pleased with me for a whole fortnight, without my 
consciousness ; for the physicians and the fates were both eon* 
spiring against me. But my youth was more than a mateh 
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the fever and the prescriptions united. When I recovered my 
senses, the first use I made ot them was to observe myself re- 1 
moved to another rooms I wanted to know why ; and asked an 
old woman who nursed me ; but she told me that I must not 
talk, as the physician had expressly forbidden it. When we are 
well, we turn up our noses at the doctors ; but when we are sick, 
we are as much like ol& women as themselves. 

It seemed best'therefore to keep silence, though with an invete- 
rate longing to hold converse witli my attendant. I was debating 
the point in my own mind, when there came in two foppish- 
looking fellow's, dressed in the very extreme fashion. No- 
thing less than velvet would serve their turn, with linen and lace 
to correspond. They looked like men of rank ; and I could have 
sworn that they w^ere some of my master’s friends come to see 
me out c|f regard for him. Under that impression I* attempted 
to sit up, and flung away my r'q^htcap to look genteel ; but the 
nurse forced me under the bedcloc 'es again, and ‘tucked me up,/ 
announcing these gentlemen at the same time, as my physiciapl 
and apothecary. ^ I 

The doctor came up to my bedside, felt my pulse, looked in mjl 
face ; and discovering undeniable symptoms oi approaching con-^ 
valescence, assumed an air of triumph, as if it w as all his handi* 
work ; and said there was nothing w anting but^ to keep tth - 
bowels open, and then he flattered himself ho might boast ( ' 
having performed an extraordinary cure. Speaking after thi 
manner, he dictated a prescription to the apothecary, looking^ iii 
the glass all the time, adjusting the dress of his hair, and twisting 
his visage into shapes which set me laughing in spite of my 
debility. At length he took his leave with a slight inclination 
of the head, and w'cnt his way, more taken w ith the contempla- ^ 
tion of his own pretty person, than anxious about the success of 
his remedies. 

After his departure, the apothecary, not to have the trouble of' 
a visit for uothing, made ready to proceed as it is prescribed ir 
certitin ’cases. Whether he w as afraid that the old woman’s skil 
• was not equal to the exigency, or whether he meant to enhance 
his own services by assiduity, ho chose to operate in person ; bu< 
in spite of practice and experience, accic^nts will happen. Haste 
to return benefits is among the most amiable propensities of ou 
nature ; anclMiph w'as my eflf^emess not to be behindhand wit 
my bene&«^hat his ve]vet dress bore immediate testimon 
to the p]«Ke88 of my gratitude. This he cotiisidered mere 
us one of^Bse little obcurrences which chequer the fortunes j 
tlie pharmaceutical {profession. A napkin is a resource for every ^ 
thing in a sick ro^m, and least said .was soonest mended ; so he 
wiped himself quietly, vowing indemnity and vengeance to him- 
self for the necessity under i^ch he unquestionably laboured of 
liending his clothes to the scourer. 
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the followiag morning he returned to the attack more mo* 
&tly equipped* Uioxigh there was then no risk of my springing 
h countermine, as he had only to administer the potion wnich the 
doctor had prescribed the evening before. Besides that I felt 
myself getting better every moment, I had taken such a dislike, 
jiince the day before, to the pill-dispensing tribe, as to curse tlio 
^ery universities where these graduated cut-throats kept their 
exercises in the faculty of slaym^^j. In this temper of mind, 1 
* declared with a round oath, that I would not accept of health 
throughsuchanx'diuni, but would willingly makeover llippocrates 
and his myrmidons to the devil. The apothecary, \Aho did not 
care a doit what became of his eoinnound, if it v^as but paid for, 
left the phial on the table, aiulsialketi away in Telaiuonian silence. 

I immediately ordered that bitch of a medicine to be thrown 
out of window, having set myself so doggedly againsUit, that I 
would as soon jiave swallowed arsenic. Having once diwnthe 
sword^I threw aw ay the scabbard ; and erecting my tongue into 
an independent pelentate, tnld my nurse in a determined tone, 
that she must absolutely inform me w hat was become of my mas- 
ter. The old lady, fearing lest the development of the mystery 
might completely overset me, or tliinking jiossibly fliat her 
prey miglit escape out of her elutclies for want of a little 
‘ irntating contradiction, was most provokingly mute ; but I W'as 
so pressing in my demand to lx* obeyed, that slve at length gave 
me a decisive answer: Worthy sir, you have no longer any 
master but your own will. Count Galinno is gone back ink 
Sioilj. 

i I could not believe my ears ; and yet it was fatally the fact. 
That nobleman, on the second day of my indisposition, being 
afraid of harbouring death under the same roof w ith him, had 
ithe benevolence to send me packing with my little cifects to a 
fceady-fumished room, w here providence was left to cure, or a 
Hxurse to kill me, as it liappened. While the alternative was tot- 
Hering on the balance, he w'as ordered back into Sicily, apd in 
Epe headlong haste of his obedience, never thought about me ^ 
llvhether it w^as that he numbered mo already among the dead, or 
Rhat great lords, like great wits, have short memories. 

My nurse gave me tliese particulars, and informed me that it 
^as she who nad called in a physiaian and an apothecary, that I 
light not die w ithout professional honours. 1 fell into profound 
to lusing at this fine story. Farewell miy brilliant establishment 
^ I Sicuy ! Faftwcll my budding hopes und blushing lionours ! 
^^vSTien any great misfoitune shall have befii^len you, says a cer- 
tain pope, look well to your own conduct, and you will find that 
< there is always somethbg wrong at the bottom of it. With all re- 
verent submission to his holiness, 1 cannot help thinking myself in 
[ this instance an exception to the infallibility of his maxim. How 
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was more reason for remorse in the monkey or his master 
in me, j 

When I beheld the flattering chimeras with which my 
was filled, all vanishing into air, into thin air, the first thin) ^re 
worried my poor brain was my portmanteau, which I ordei'c^jfr^ 
be laid upon my bed to examine it. 1 groaned heavily on di6- 
covering that it had been opened. Alas ! my dear portmanteau, 
exclaimed I, my only hope, consolation, and refuge ! You have 
been, to all appearance, a prisoner in an enemy's country. No, 
no. Signor Gil Bias, said the old woman, make yourself easy on 
that head ; you have not fallen among thieves. Your baggage 
is as immaculate as my honour. 

I found the dress I had on at my first entrance into the count^s 
service ; but it was in vain to look for that which my friend from 
Messino had ordered for me as a member of the household. My 
master had not thought fit to leave me in possession of it, or else 
some one had made free with it. All my other little matters were 
safe, and even a large leather purse with my coin in it, Which I 
counted over twice, not being able to believe at first that there 
could be only fifty pistoles remaining out of two hundred and 
sixty which was the balance of the account before my illness. 
What is the meaning of all this, my good lady P said I to the 
nurse. Here is a leak in the vessel. No living soul but my^lf 
has touched a farthing, answered the old woman, and I have been 
as good an economist for you as possible. But illness is very 
expensive ; one must always have one’s money in one’s hana. 
Here ! added this excellent economist, taking a bundle of papers 
out of her pocket, this is a statement of debtor and creditor, as 
exact as a banker’s book, and you will see that I have not laid 
out tlie veriest trifle in need-nots. 

I ran over the account with a hasty glance ; for it extended to 
fifteen or twenty pages. Mercy on us ! The poulterers’ shops 
must have been exhausted, while 1 was in too w^eak a state io 
take sustenance ! There must have been at least twelve pistoles 
stewed down into broths. Other articles were much to the same 
*tune. It was incredible what a sum had been lavished in firing, 
candles, water, brooms, and innumerable articles of house-keep- 
ing and house-cleaning. After all, extortionate as the bill was, 
the utmost ingenuity could n^t raise it above thirty pistoles, and 
consequently there was a deficiency of a hundred and eighty to 
make the account even. ' I just ventured to point that out ; but 
the old woman, with a shew of simplicity and c&ndour, put all 
the saints in the calender into requisition to attest that there 
were no more than eighty pistoles in thejburse when the count’s 
steward gave her change or the wallet. What say you, my good 
woman, interrupted 1 with precipitation : was it the stewara who 
placed my efiects in your hands r To be sure it was, answered 
she; the very man ; and with this piece of advice; Here, good 
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motheri when Gil Bias shall be numbered with the dead, do not 
|iul to treat him with a handsome funeral ; there is in this wallet 
wherewithal to defray the expenses. * 

Ah 1 most pestiferous Neapolitan ! exclaimed I in the bitter- 
ns of my heart. 1 am no longer at a loss to conjecture what 
become of the deficiency. You have swept it off as an indom- 
|ity for a part of the plunder which I have prevented you from 
alcing free with. After relieving my mind by exclamations, I 
iturned thanks to heaven that the scoundrel had been so modest 
not to take tl^ whole. Yet whatever reason I had for be- 
lieving the action to be perfectly in character for the person to 
whom it w as imputed, the nurse had not ultogether cleared her- 
self from my suspicions. They hovered sometimes over one and 
sometimes over tne otlier ; but let them light where they would, 
it was all the same to me. 1 said nothing about tlio matter to 
the old ^oman ; not even so much as to haggle about the items 
of her fine bill.* I should not have been an atom the richer for 
doing ^ ; and we must all live by our trades. The utmost of 
my malice was to pay her and send her packing three days after- 
wards. 

I am inclined to think that at her departure she gave the apo- 
thecary notice of her quitting the premises, and having loft me 
sufliciently in possession of myself to take Frencli leave without 
acknowledging my obligations to him ; for she bad not been 
gone many minutes before he came in pulling and blowing, with 
his bill in his hand. There, under names wliicli had escaped my 
conscription, though as arrant a jdiysician as the worst or them, 
he "had set down all the hypothetical remedies wdiicli ho insisted 
that I had taken during the time when I could take notljing. 

' This bill might truly be called the epitome of an apothecury^s 
conscience. Such being tlie case, w'e liad a bustle about the 
payment. I pleaded for an abatement of one half, lie swore 
that he would not take a doit less than his just demand. Ho 
kept his oath and yet relaxed ; for considering that he hod to do 
with a young man w ho might run away from Madrid wfthin 
four-and- twenty hours, lie preferred my offer of three hundred' 

! >6r cent, on the prime cost of his drugs, though a jiitiful profit 
or an apothecary, to th# risk of losing all. 1 counted out the 
money with an aching heart, and he withdrew, chuckling over 
his revenge for the scurvy trick I find played him on the day of 
evacuation. • 

The physician made his appearance next; for beasts of prey 
inhabit the same latitudes. I fee’d himffor his visits, which bad 
been quite as frequent at necessary, and his dbject was answered. 
But he would not leave me without proving l^w hardly he had 
earned his money, for that he bad not only expelled the enemy 
from the interior, but had defended the frontiers from the attack 
of all the disorders on the army list of the maiena medica, Hf 



GIL BLAS. 


talked veiy learnedly, good emphasis and discretion; soi 
much so, that I did not comprehend one word he said. When 
had got rid of him, 1 tlaitered myself that the destinies had now 
done their worst. * But I was mistaken ; for there came a sur- 

f eon whose face I had never seen in the whole course of my life. 

[e accosted me very politely, and congratulated me on the im- 
minent danger I had escaped : attributing the happy issue of my 
complaints to those which he had himself cut, with the profuse 
application of bleeding, cupping, blistering, and all sorts of tor- 
ments, consequent and inconsequent. Another feather out of 
my poor wing ! I was obliged to pay toll to the surgeon also. 
After so many purgatives, my purse was brought to such a state 
of debility, that it might be considered as dead and gone ; a mere 
skeleton, drained of all its vital juices. , < 

My irairits began to flag, on the contemplation of my wretched 
case. In the service of my two last masters I had wodded my- 
self to the pomps and vanities of this wicked world ; and could 
no longer, as heretofore, look poverty in the face with the stern- 
ness of a cynic. It must be owned, however, that I was in the 
wrong to give way to melancholy, after experiencing so often 
that fortune had never cast me down, but for the purpose of 
raising me up again ; so that my pitiful plight at the present 
moment, if righUy considered, was only to be hailed as the har- 
binger of approaching prosperity. 


BOOK THE EIGHTH. 

Ch. I . — Gil Bias scrapes an acquaintance of some value^ and finds where^^ 
withal to make him amends for the Count de Galiano's ingratitude. Don 
Valerio de Luna*s story. 

It seemed so strange to have heard not a syllable from iN’unez 
during this long interval, that 1 coucltided he must be in the 
country. I went to look after him as soon as I could walk, and 
found the fact to be, that lie had gone into Andalusia three weeks 
ago, with the Duke of Medina Sidonia. ^ 

One morning when rubbing my eyes after a sound sleep, Mel- 
chior de la Eonda started itito my recollection ; and that bring- 
ing to mind my promise at Grenada, of going to see his nephew, 
if ever I should return to Madrid, it seemed ^visable not to 
defer fulfilling my promise for a single day. I enquired where 
Don Balthazar de Zuniga lived, and went thither straightway. ^ 
On asking if Signor Joseph Navarro was at home, he made his 
appearance immediately. We exchanged bows with a well-bred 
coolness on his part, though 1 had taken care to announce my 
name audibly. There was no reconciling such a frosty reception 
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51 ’itU the glowing portrait ascribed to t]^8 paragon of the but- 
icry? I was just going to withdraw in the full determination ot 
aot coming again, when assuming all at oAco an open and smiling 
iispect, be said with considerable earnestness : Ah ! Signor Gil 
Bias de Santillane, pray forgive the formality of your welcome. 
My memory ill seconded the warmth of my disposition towards 
you. Your name had escaped mo, and was not at the moment 
identified with the gentleman, of whom mention was made in a 
letter from Grenada more than four months ago. 

How happy I giP to see you! added he, shaking hands with me 
most cordially. My uncle Melchior, wliom I love and honour 
like my natural father, charges me, if by chance I should have 
the honour of seeing you, to entorlaiii you as liis own son, and in 
case of need, to streteli my own credit and that of my friends to 
the utmost in your behalf. He extols tlie qualities of ygur heart 
and mind in terms suiiieient of themselves to engage mo in your 
service, though 'his recommendation liad not been added to tho 
other idotives. Consider me iliereforo, I entreat you, as par- 
ticipating in all my uncle s sentiments. You may depend on my 
friendship ; let me hope for an etiual share in yours. 

I replied to Joseph’s polite assurances in suitable terms of 
acknowledgment ; so that being botli of us warm-hearted and 
sincere, a close intimacy sprung” up without waiting for common 
forms. I felt no embarrassment about laying open the state of 
my affairs. This I had no sooner done, than ho said ; I take 
upon myself the care of finding you a situation meanwhile, 
there is a knife and fork for you here evenr day. You will live 
rather better than at an ordinary. This offer was sure to bo well 
relished by an invalid just recovering with a fastidious palate 
and an empty pocket. It could not but be accepted ; and I 
picked up my crumbs so fast that at the end of a fortnight 1 be- 
gan to look like a rosy-gilled son of the church. It struck me 
that Melchior’s nephew larded his lean sides to some purpose. 
But how could it be otherwise P he had three strings to his bow, 
as holding the undermentioned pluralities : tho butler s ^/lace, 
the clerkship of the kitchen, and the stewardship. Furthermore 
without meaning to question my friend’s honesty, lliey do say 
that the comptroller oR the household and ho looked over each 
other’s hands. 

My recovery was entirely confirraea, when my friend Joseph, on 
my coming in to dinner os usual one day, said with an air of con- 
gratulation : Signor Gil Bias, J have a very tolerable situation iu 
view for you. ^You must know that the Duke of Lerma, first 
minister of the crown in Spain, giving hibiself up entirely to 
atate affairs, throws the burden of his own on tw^o confidential 
persons. Don Diego de Monteser takes tho charge of collecting 
his rents, and Don Rodrigo de Calderona superintends the 
finances of his household. These two officers are paramount in 
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their departments, hayiqg nothing to do with one another. Don, 
Diego has generally two deputies to transact the business ; and 
finding just now that one of them had been discharged, I have 
been canvassing for you. Signor Monteser having the greatest 
possible regard for me, granted my request at once, on the 
strength of my testimony to your morals and capacity. We will 
pay our respects to him after dinner. 

We did not miss our appointment. I was received with every 
mark of favour, and promoted in the room of the dismissed 
deputy. My business consisted in visiting the /arms, in riving 
orders for the necessary repairs, in dunning the fanners, ano^keep- 
ing them to time in their payments ; in a word, the tenants were 
all under my thumb, and Don Diego checked my accounts every 
month with a minuteness which few receivers could have borne. 

But this -was exactly what I wanted. Though my uprightness 
had been so ill requited by my late master, it w'as my, only in- 
heritance, and I was determined not to sell the reversion. 

One day news came that the castle of Lerma had taken fire, 
and was more than half burnt down. I immediately went thither 
to estimate the loss. Informing myself to a nicety, and on the 
spot, respecting all the particulars of the unlucky accident, I 
drew up a detailed narrative, which Monteser shewed to the 
Duke ot Lerma, That minister, though vexed at the circum- 
stance, was struck with the memorial, and enquired who was the 
author. Don Diego thought it not enough to answer the ques- 
tion, but spoke of me in such high terms, that his Excellency 
recollected it six months afterwards, on occasion of an incident 
I shall now relate, had it not been for which I might never, per- 
haps, have been employed ut court. It was as follows : — 

There lived at that time in Princes Street an elderly lady, by ^ , 
name Inesilla de Cantarilla, Her birth was a matter of mystery. 
Some said she was the daughter of a musical instrument-maker, 
and others gave her a high military extraction. However that 
might be, she was a very extraordinary personage. Nature hod 
’ gifted her with the singular talent of winning men's hearts in 
aefiance of time, and in contradiction to her own laws ; for she 
was now entering upon the fourth quarter of her century. She 
had been the reigning toast of the old ccurt, and levied tribute 
on the passions of the new. Age, though at daggers drawn with 
beauty, was completely foiled in its assault upon her charms ; 
they might be somewhat faded) but the touch of sympathy they 
excited in their decline was more’^pleasing than the vivid glow of ' 
their meridian lustre. An air of dignity, a transporting wit and 
humour, an unborrbwed grace in her deportment perpetuated ^ 
the reign of passion, and silenced the suggestions of reason. 

Don Valerio de Luna, one of the Duke of Lerma’s secretaries, 
a young fellow of five-and-twenty, meeting with Inesilla, feU 
violently in love with her. He made his sentiments knowii 
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inaoted all the mummery of despair, andi followed ud the usual 
fatotrophe of every amorous dmma so much accoraiuflf to the 
uiitisa and rules, that it was difficulti iif the very torrent and 
wrhirlwind of his passion, to be^jet a temperance that mij;ht give 
it smoothness. The lady, who had her reason for not choosmg 
to fall in with his liumour, was at a loss how to get out of the 
difficulty. One day she was in hopes to have found the means 
by calling the young man into her closet, and there pointing to a 
clock upon the table. Mark the precise hour, said she ; mst 
seventy -five years ^ago was 1 brought upon the stage of this fan- 
tastical world. In good earnest would it sit well upon my time 
of life to bo engaged in affairs of gallantry P Betake yourself to 
reflection, my good child ; stifle sentiments so unsuitable to your 
own circumstances and mine. Sensible as this language was, 
the spark, no longer bowing to the authority of reason, answered 
the lady with all the impetuosity of a man racked by the moat 
excruciating tornlents : Cruel Inesilla, why have you recourse to 
such frivolous remonstrances P Do you think they can change 
your charms or my desires P Delude not yourself with so false a 
hope. As long as your loveliness or my delusion lasts, I shall 
never cease to adore you. Well then, rejoined she, since you 
are obstinate enough to persist in the resolution of wearying me 
with^your importunities, my doors shall henceforth bo shut 
against you. You are banished, and I bog to be no longer trou- 
bled with your company. 

It may be supposed, perhaps, that after this, Don Valerio, 
baffled, made good his retreat like a prudent general. Quite the 
reverse ! He became more troiiblesorno than ever. Love is to 
"Jovers just what wine is to drunkards. The swain intreated, 
^ighed, looked, and sighed again ; w'hen all at once, changing his 
note from childish treble to the big manly voice of bluster and 
ravishment, he swore that ho W’ould have oy foul means what he 
could not obtain by fair. But the lady, repulsing liim courage* 
ously, said with a piercing look of strong resentment. Hold, im- 
prudent wretch I I shall put a curb on your mad career. Lckrn 
that you are my own son. 

Don Valerio was thunderstruck at these words ; the tempest 
of his rage subsided. But, conjecturing that Inesilla had only 
started this device to rid herself of l^s solicitations, he answered, 
That is a mere romance of the moment to steal away from my 
ardent desires. No, no, said sh^ uitemipting him, I disclose a 
Inystery which should have beeirfor ever buried, had you not re- 
duced me to so painful a necessity. It is ‘six-and-twenty years 
since I was in love with your fatiier, Don Pi?dro de Luna, then 
governor of Segovia ; you were the fruit of our^mutual passion t 
he owned you, brought you up with care and tendei^ess, and 
having no children bom in wedlock, he had nothing to Under 
him from distinguishing your good qualities by the gifts of for* 
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time. On my part, 1 have not forsaken you ; as soon as 
were of an age to be introduced into the world, I drew you 
the circle of my acqfliaintance, to form your manners to 
polish of good company, so necessary for a gentleman, which is 
only to be gained in female society. I have done more : I have 
employed all my credit to introduce you to the prime minister. 
In short, I have interested myself for you as I should have done 
for my own son. After this confession, take your measures ac- 
cordingly. If you can purge your affections from their dross, 
and look on me as a mother, you are not banished from my pre- 
sence, and I shall treat you with my accustomed tenderness. 
But if you are not equal to an effort, which nature and reason 
demand from you, fly instantly, and release me from the horror 
of beholding you. ^ 

InesiUa spoke to tliia effect. Meanwhile Don Valerio pre- 
served a sudden silence : it might liave been interpreted into a 
virtuous struggle, a conquest over the wealcn'ess of his heart. 
But his purposes were far different ; he had another scene to act 
before liis mother. Unable to withstand the total overthrow Oi 
all his wild projects, lie basely yielded to despair. Drawing his 
sword, he plunged it in his own bosom. His fate resembled that 
of CEdipus, with this distinction ; that the Theban put out his own 
ejes from remorse for the crime he had perpetrated, while the 
Castilian, on the contraiy, committed suicide from disappoint- 
ment at the frustration of his purposes. 

The unhappy Don Valerio was not released from his sufferings 
immediately. He had leisure left for recollection, and for making 
his peace with heaven, before ho rushed into the presence of his 
Maker. As his death vacated one of the secretaryships on the 
Duke of Lerma’s establishment, that minister, not having fotv^ 
gotten my memoir on the subject of the fire, nor the high cha- 
racter he had heard of me, nominated me to succeed to the post 
in question. 

♦ Ch II . — Gil Bias is introduced to the Duke of Lerma^ who admits him 

•It* ,jmong the number of his secretaries^ and requires a specimen qf his 
talentSf with which he is well satisfied, 

Monteseb was the person to inform me of this agreeable cir- 
cumstance, which he did in the following terms : My friend Gil 
Bias, though I do not lose you without regret, I am too much 
your well-wisher not to be dllighted at your promotion in the 
room of Don Valerio. You caswaot fail to make a princely for^ 
tune, provided you ait upon two hints which I have to give you : 
the ^t, to affect co totm a devotion -to his excellency's good 
pleasure, as to leave no room to conce'^ve it possible that you have 
any other object or interest in life — ^the second, to p^ your court 
assiduo^ply to Siraor Don Bodrigo de Calderona ; for that jjer- 
sonage models and remodels, fashions and touches upon the mind 
of his master, just as if it was clay under the hands of the ilc- 
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signe^. If you are fortunate enough to chime in with that 
favourite secretary, you will travel post to wealth and honour, 
and 0nd relays imon the road. • 

Sir, said I to Don Diego, returning him thanks at the same 
time for his good advice, be pleased to give some little opening 
to Don Kodrigo 8 character. I have heard a few anecdotes oi 
him. One would suppose him, from some accounts, not to bo the 
best creature in the world ; but the people at large are inveterate 
caricaturists wlien tliey draw courtiers at full length ; though 
after all, the likoiu'ss will strike, in spite of tlie aggravation. 
Tell mo tlierefore? I be'^ccch you, what is your own sincere opin- 
ion of Signor Calderona. That is rather an awkward question, 
answered my principal with an ironical smile. 1 should tell any 
^ one but yourself, without flinching, tliat he was a gentleman of 
the strictest honour, upon whose fair fame the breatli of calumny 
had never dared to blow ; but 1 really cannot put ofl* such a copy 
of my countenance upon you. llclying as I tfo on your discre- 
tion, it becomes a duty to deal candidly in the delineation of Don 
Hodrigo ; for without that, it would bo ])laying fast and loose 
uith you to recommed the cultivation of his good-will. 

You are to know then, that when his excellency was no more 
han plain Don Francisco de Sandoval, this man Jiad tlio humil- 
ty ^ servo him as his lackey ; since which time he lias risen by 
iegrees to the post of principal secretar}". A prouder excres- 
cence of the dunghill never sprung into vegetation on a sum- 
mer’s day. He considers himself as the Duke of Lerma’s col- 
league ; and in point of fact, lie may truly be said to parcel out 
the loaves and Ashes of administration, since he gives away 
offices and governments at the suggestions of his own capri(;c. 
The public grumbles and growls upon occasion ; but who (‘an‘s 
for the grumbling and growling of tbe public P Let him steal a 
pair of gloves from the prostitution of political honour, and (he 
bronze upon his forehead will be proof against tlio peltings of 
scandal. What I have said w ill decide your dealings towards so 
supercilious a compound of dust and ashes. Yes, to bo Kqrc. 
said I ; leave me aiono for that. It will be strange indeedijU 
cannot wriggle myself into his good graces. If one can bin g<*t 
on the blind side of a man who is to be made a property, it mnst 
be want of skill in tbe player if the game is lost, Fxin*tly so. 
replied Monteser ; and now I wdll mWoduce you to the Duke of 
Lerma. / 

We went at once to the rabifter, ‘whom we , found in his 
audience-chamber. His levee was more crowded than the liing’s. 
There were commanders land knights of St.^Tames and of CV 
latrava, making interest for governments and viccroyalties ; 
bishops, who laoonring u^er oppression of the^rcatli and tight- 
ness of the chest in their own dioceses, had been recommendiMl 
the air of an archbishopric by their pliysicians ; while th#sounder 
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longs of lower dignitaries were strong enongli to inhale the The* 
ban atmosphere of a suffragan see. I observed besides somoni 
reduced officers dancing attendance to Captain Chinchilla’s tune, ' 
and catching cold in filing for a pension, which was never likely 
to pay the doctor for their cure. If the Duke did not satisfy 
their wants, he put a pleasant face upon their importunities ; and 
it struck me that he returned a civil answer to all applicants. 

We waited patiently till the routine of ceremony was des- 

f matched. Then said Don Diego : My lord, this is Gi) Bias deSantil- 
ane, the young man appointed by your excellency to succeed 
Don Valerio. The Duke now took more particlilar notice of me, 
saying obligingly, that I had already earned my ^promotion by 
my services. He then took me to a private conference in his 
closet, or rather to an examination. My birth, parentage, and ^ 
course of life were the objects of his enquiry ; nor would he be sa* ' 
tisfiedvi^thout the particulars, and those in the ^irit of sincerity. 
What a career to run over before a patron ! Yet it was impossi- 
ble to lie, in the presence of a prime minister. On the other 
hand, my vanity was concerned m suppressing so many circum- 
stances, that there was no venturing on an unqualified confession. 
What cunning scene had Eoscius then to act F A little painting 
and tattooing might decently be employed, to disguise the naked- 
ness of truth, and spare her unsophisticated blushes. • But he 
had studied her complexion, as well as the beauties of her natu- 
ral form. Monsieur do Santillane, said he with a smile on the 
close of my narrative, I perceive that hitherto you have had 
your principles to choose. My lord, answered I, colouring up to ' 
the eyes, your excellency enjoined me to deal sincerely ; and I 
have complied with your orders. I take your doing so in good 
part, replied he. It is all very well, ray good fellow : you nave , * 
escaped from tlie snares of this wicked world more by luck than 
management : it is wonderful that bad example should not have 
corrupted you irreparably. There are many men of strict virtue 
and exemplary piety, who would have turned out the greatest 
rogues in existence, if their destinies had exposed them to but 
h<j}f ^jour trials. 

Friend Santillane, continued the minister, ponder no longer 
on the past ; consider yourself as to thf very bone and marrov 
the king’s ; Xwe henceforth but for his service. Come this way ; 

I will instruct you in the mivure of your business. He carried 
me into a little closet adjoinirij:j his own, which contained a score 
of thick folio .registers. 'This your workshop, said he. All 
these registers compose an alpliabetical peerage, giving the 
heraldry and histoi:^ of all the nobility und gentry in the several 
kingdoms and principalities of the Spwish monarchy. In these ^ 
Tolumea are recorded the services rendered to the state by the 
present jj^ssessors and their ancestors, descending even to th% 
personaflinimosities and rencounters of the individuals and their 
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hoiuiea. Their fortunes, their manners, in a word, all the pros 
and cons of their character are set down according to the l^ter 
of minisMal scrutiny ; so that they no sponer enter on the .Hat 
of court candidates, than my eye catches up the very chapter and 
verse of their pretensions. To furnish this necessary information, 
I have pensioned scouts everywhere on the look-out, who send 
me private notices of their discoveries ; but as these documents 
are for the most part drawn up in a gossiping and provincial 
style, they require to be translated into gentlemanly language, 
or the king would not be able to support tlio perusal of the re- 
gisters. This task demands the pen of a polite and perspicuous 
writer I doiy;>t not but you will justify your claim to the ap- 
pointment. 

After this introduction, ho put a memorial into my hand, taken 
from a larges portfolio full of papers, and then withdfrew from my 
closet, that* my first specimen might be manufactured ih all the 
freedom of solitude. I read the memorial, whicli was not only 
stuflPed ipith a most uncouth jargon, but breathed a brimstone spirit 
of rancour and personal revenge. This was most foul, strange, and 
unnatural ! for the homily was written by a monk. He hacked 
and hewed a Catalan family of some note most unmercifully; 
with what reason or truth, it must bo reserved for a more pene- 
trating enquirer to decide. It rend for all the w'orld like an in- 
famSiis libel, and I had some scruples about becoming the pub- 
lisher of the calumny ; nevertheless, young as I was at court, I 
plunged head foremost, at the risk of sinking and destroying his 
reverence’s soul. The wickedness, if tlicre was any, vould be 
put down to his running account with the recording angel; I 
therefore had nothing to do but to vilify, in tlic purest Spanish 
phraseology, some two or three generations of lioncst men and 
loyal subjects. 

I had already blackened four or five pages, when the duke, 
impatient to know how I got on, came back and said— Saniillane, 
shew me what you have done ; I am curious to see it. At the 
s^e time, casting liis eye over the transcript, ho read tlie begin- 
ning with much attention. It seemed to please liim ; 
that he could be so pleased ! PrepossessecT as I have been in 
your favour, observea he, 1 must own that you have surpassed 
my. expectations. It is hot merely the elegance and distinctness 
of the nandwriting 1 There is something animated and glowing 
in the composition. You will do g^ple credit to my choice, and 
fully ma^e up for the loss of predecessor. He w^ould not 
have out my paifbgyric so short,*^ his nephew the CountdeLermos 
had not interrupted hiw^ in the middle of By the warmth 
and frequency of his excellency's welcome, it was evident that 
! they were the best friend^ in the world. Tliey were immediately 
dooeted together on some family business^ of which l*l)jiU8Fe.k 
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in the sequel. The king’s affairs at this time were obliged to 
plav second to those of the minister. 

While they were caballing it struck twelve. As I knew that"* 
tlie secretaries and their clerks quitted office at that hour to go 
and dine wherever their business and desire should point them, 

I left my prize performance behind me, and went to the gayest 
tavern at the court end of the town, for I had nothing further to 
do with Montescr, who had paid my salary, and taken his leave 
of me. But a common eating-house would have been a very im- 
proper place for me to be seen in. ‘‘ Consider yourself as to the 
very bone and marrow the king’s.** This metaphorical expres- 
sion of the duke had given birth to a real and tai^ible ambition 
ill my soul, which put forth shoots like a plantation in a fat and 
unvexed soil. 

Ch. is not gold that glitters. Some uneasiness resulting from 

the discovery (f that principle in philosophy ^ and its practical applica- 
tion to existing circumstances, 

I TOOK especial care, on my first entrance, to instil into the tavern- 
keeper’s conception that I was secretary to the prime minister ; nor 
was it easy, in that view of my rank and consequence, to order any- 
thing sufficiently sumptuous for dinner. 'I o liave selected from 
tlie bill of fare, might have looked as if I descended to the mean- 
ness of calculation ; I tlierc'fore told him to send up the besi the 
house aftbrded. My orders were punctual! v obeyed; and the 
anxious assiduity of the attendance pampered my fancy as much 
as the dishes did my palate. As to the bill, I had nothing to d«) 
with it but to pay it. Down went a pistole upon the table, and 
the waiters pocketed the difference, ^^hichwa8 somewhat more 
than a quarter. After this display of grandeur I strutted out, 
practising those obstreperous clearings of the throat which an ' 
nounce, by empty sound, the approach of a substantial coxcomb. 

There was at the distance of twenty yards a large house wdtli 
lodgings to let, principally frequented by foreign nobility. I 
rented at once a suite of apartments, consisting of five or six 
^ rooms elegantly furnished. From my style of living, any one 
have thought I had two or three thouGand ducats of yearly 
income. The first month was paid in advance. Afterwards I 
leturned to business, and employed the A'hole afternoon in going 
on w ith w hat I had begun the morning. In a closet adjoining 
mine there were two other 8c,cretaries ; but their office was only 
to copy out fair. I got acqui^^pted with them as we were shut- 
ting up for the evening; and', ‘by way of smoothing* the first 
overtures towards friendship, invited tjfem home with me to my 
tavern, where I ordered tlie choicest delicacies of the seasonv 
with a profttsionJof the most exquisite wines. 

We sat down to table, and began bandying about more merri- 
ment than wit \ for with all due deference to my guests, it was 
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but too visible that they owed their ofiieial situations to any cir- 
cumstance rather than to their abilitieg. They were adepts, it 
must be confessed, in all the history and mystery of scrivening 
and clerkship; but as for polite literature and university educa- 
tion, there was not even a suspicion of it in all their talk. 

To make amends for that defect, they had a keen eye to the 
main chance ; and though sensible how high an honour it was to 
be on the prime minister’s establishment, there were some dashes 
of acid in the cup of good fortune. It is now full five months, 
said one of them, that we have been serving at our own cost. 
We do not tcuch one farthing of salary ; and, what is worst of 
all, our very b6ard wages are shamefully in urrear. There is no 
knowing what footing w o are upon. As for me, said the other, 
I would wiUingly bo tied up to the halbert, and receive a per 
centage in lashes, for the liberty of clianging my birtli ; but I 
dare not either take myself off or petition for my discharge, 
after having transcribed such state secrets as have passed under 
my inspection. I might chance to become too well ac(juainted 
with the tower of Segovia or the castle of Alicant. 

How do you manage for a subsistence, then P said I. You 
must of course have means of your owui. These tliey represented 
as very slender, but that, fortunately for them, they lodged 
wifh a kind-hearted wddow% who boarded tliem on tick, at the 
rate of a hundred pistoles a year for each. These anecdotes of a 
court life, not one of winch escaped nje, completely ventilated all 
the rising fumes of pride. It could not be supposed that moro 
consideration w'ould be shewn to me than to otliers, and conse- 
quently there w as nothing to be so nulled up w ith in niy post ; 
Miere seemed to be much cry and little wool, a discovery which 
^rendered it expedient to husband ray finances with a narrower 
economy. A picture like this was enough to cure my taste for 
treating. I repented not having left these secretaries to find 
their own supper ; for they played a most cruel knifo and fork 
at mine ! and, when tJie bill was brought, I squabbled with the 
landlord about the charges. 

We parted at midnight ; and the early breaking up waF’ io do 
laid at my door ; for 1 did not propose another bottle. They 
went home to their widow, and 1 withdrew to my magnificent 
lodgings, which I was now mad with myself for having taken, 
ana was fully determined to give Ap at the month's end. My 
bed of down was now converte^4iito ^ couch of thorns ; sleep 
had abandoned his narcotic t^*^ement, and. sold the fee-simple of 
my repose to the demon^f eternal w akefulness. The remainder 
or the night was passed in contriving not to Aerve the state tw 
patrioticSiy. For that purpose I bethought line of Monteser $ 
good counsel. I got up with the intention of making my bow to 
Si>n Kodrigo de Calderona. My present temper was Just pat to 
the purpose of ingratiating myself with so High and mighty a 
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f enUemaa ; whose patronage was indispensable to mj existence. 

therefore presented piy person in tliat secretary's anticham* 
her. 

His apartments communicated with the duke's, and riyalled 
them in the lustre of their decorations. The field officer could 
scarcely be distinguished from the subaltern by any outward 
distinction in his paraphernalia. I sent in my name as Don Va- 
lerio's successor ; but that did not hinder me from bei^ kept 
kicking my heels for a good hour. Trusty, but noyice officer of 
the king, said I, while ruminating on court manners, learn a 
lesson of patience, if so please you. You must begin with 
shewing paces yourself, and afterwards make others bite the 
bridle. 

At length the door of the inner room opened. I went in, and 
advancea towards Don Eodrigo, who had just been writing an 
amorous epistle to his charming Siren, and was giying 4t to Pe- 
drillo at that very moment. I had neyer manufactured my face 
and air into such a counterfeit of reverence before the Archbishop 
of Grenada, nor on my introduction to the Count de Galiano, 
nor even in presence of the prime minister himself : the crisis of 
my fawning was reserved for Signor de Calderona. I paid my 
respects to him with my body bent down to the very ground, as 
if crouching under the ken of a superior intelligence ; and i^oli- 
cited his protection in strains of humble hypocrisy, at which my 
cheek now bums with shame, to think that man can so debase 
himself before his fellow man. My servility would have recoiled 
to my own undoing, had it been practised towards a compound 
of any manly and independent ingredients. As for this rellow, 
he swallowed flattery by the lump without mastication ; and 
assured me just as if he meant what he said, that he would leave 
no stone unturned to do me service. 

Hereupon, thanking him with unlimited expressions of at- 
tachment for his kind and generous sentiments, 1 sold my very 
sou]^ and all my little sto(^ of conscience to his free disposal. 

< as this farce might be tiresome if prolonged, I took my 
le'af^? apologizing for having broken in upon his more serious 
avocations. As soon as I had finished this abominable scene, I 
slunk back to my desk, where 1 finished my prescribed task. 
The duke was at my elbow (he next morning. The end of my 
performance was not less to l^^s mind than the beginning ; and 
he praised it accordingly : Thi<,;^ extremely well indeed I C(^y 
this abridgment in your best hanu.^to the registrar of Catalonia. 
You shall not want employment of thf-vkuid. 1 had a ve^ long 
oonversation with fiis excellency, and was deluhted at hia mild 
And familiar deportment. What a contrast to Calderona ! They 
might have sat to a painter for Pan and ApoUo. 

To*day 1 dined at a chew ordinary, and sunk the aecreta^ 
upon my messmates, till 1 should asoertain what solid prom 
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.might accrue from all my bows and scrapes. I had fimds for 
^tfaree months, or thereabouts. That interval I allowed myself 
for citing my bread upon the waters. But as the shortest spe- 
culations are the safest, if my salary was not paid by that time, 
a long farewell to the court, its frippery, and its falsehood ! 
Thus were my plans arranged. For two months I laboured hard 
and fast to stand well with Calderona : but his senses were so 
callous to all my assiduity, that it seemed labour in vain to build 
on so hopeless a foundation. This idea produced a change in my 
condm I lefl^ some greener fool to fumigate the nostrils of 
this idol; and placed all my own dependence on making my ground 
sure with the duke, by the benefit of our frequent conferences. 

Ch. IV .— Bias becomes a favourite with the Duke qf LermOf and the 
confidant qf an important secret* 0 

^ouGBshis grace's interviews with me were short as the fieet- 
ing visjons of supernatural communication, my turn and charac- 
ter won its way gradually into his excellency’s good liking. One 
day after dinner, he said : Attend to me, Gil Bias. I really like 
you very much. You are a zealous, confidential lad, full of un- 
derstanding and discretion. My trust cannot be misplaced in 
such hands. I threw myself at his feet, at the music of these 
wofds ; and kissing his outstretched hand, answered thus : Is it 
possible that your excellency can think so favourably of your 
servant P Wliat a host of enemies will such a preference conjure 
up against me ! But Don Bodrigo is the only man whose privy 
grudge is formidable enough to alarm me. 

You have nothing to fear from that quarter, replied the duke. 
I know Calderona. He has loved me from his cradle. Every 
movement of his heart is in unison with mine. He cherishes 
whatever I love, and hates in exact proportion to my dislike. 
So far from being alarmed at his iU-wUl, you ought, on the con- 
trary, to hug yourself on his peculiar partiality. This let me at 
once into the abysses of Don Bodrigo's character. He shijflled 
and cut the carcu to his own deal, and paid his debts of h ono ur 
out of his excellency’s pool. One could not be too 
this gentleman. 

To begin, pursued tUb duke, with a proof my thorough reli- 
ance on your faith, I will open to» 3 ^ou a long-projected design. 
It is necessa^ for you to be informed of it, to qualify you for 
the commissions with which 1 J^l hereafter have occasion to 
entrust to youf For a greaUKmgth of time have I beheld mv 
anthority universally rcfftcted, my decisions implicitly adopted, 
places, pensions, governments, vice-royalties,^ and church prefer- 
ments, all awaiting my disposal. Without uAbrage to my royal 
master, I may be said to he absolute in Spain. My individual 
fwtqnea can be pushed no higher. But 1 would willingly fix 
ilm the stroetore 1 hate raised ; for the storms are already 
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beginning to beat about the citadel of my peace. My only safety 
must consist in nominatrag my nepheWi the Count de Lemos^ as 
my successor in the ministry. 

This profound courtier, observing my astonishment, went on 
thus. I see plainly, Santillane, I see plainly what surprises you. 
It seems strange and unaccountable that I should prefer my 
nephew to my own son, the Duke d’Uzeda. But you are to learn 
th^t this last has too narrow a genius to fill up my place in poli- 
tics ; and there are other reasons why I set my face against him. 
He has found out the secret of making himself agreeable to the 
king, who wants him for his interior cabinet ; apd back stairs 
influence is what I cannot bear. Eoyal favour is a sort of poli- 
tical mistress ; exclusive possession is its only charm. The very 
existence ^f the passion is identified with inextinguishable jea- 
lousy ; nor can we the better endure to share the bliss^ because 
our rival has been nursed in our owm bosom. 

Thus do 1 lay bare the very recesses of my soul. I have al- 
ready tried to ruin the Duke d’Uzeda with the king ; but having 
failed, am pointing n^ artillery towards another object. I am 
determined that the Count de Lemos shall stand first with the 
Prince of Spain. Being gentleman of his bedchamber, he has 
opportunities of talking with him continually ; and, besides that 
he has a winning manner with him, I know a sure method of 
enabling him to succeed in his enterprise. By this device, my 
nephew will bo pitted against my son. The cousins harbouring 
unfavourable suspicions of each other, will both be forced to place 
tliemselves under my protection; and the necessity of the case 
w ill render them submissive to my w ill. This is my project ; nor 
will your assistance be of slender avail to its success. It is you 
w hom 1 shall make Uie private channel of communication be- 
tween the Count de Lemos and myself. 

After this confidence, which sounded for all the world like the 
clink of current coin, my mind was easy about the future. At 
length, said I, behold me taking shelter under Plutus^s gutter ; 

shower may drench me to the skin, before I shall cry 
hold, enough ! It is impossible that the bosom friend of a man, 
by whom tlie w hole music of the political machine is tempered, 
should be left to thrum upon the discord of poverty. Full of 
these harmonious visions, inFfifths and octaves were but little 
untuned by the sensible decIeiWon of my purse. 

Ch. V.— TAe joyi, the Asnowr#, and of a t^urt life, in thi 

person of Gil 

Thb ministex^gipwing partiality towards me was soon noticedc 
He displayed it ostentatiously, by committing bis portfolio tc 
my oustooy, which it was his baoit to carry in his own haniJ 
wnen he went to council. This noveI|y causing me to be looked 
upon as a rising favourite, excited the envy of certain pemoiiA 
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^ HO that t was preciously sprinkled with tlie hellish dew of court 
inalevolirnce. My two neighbours the secretaries were not the 
last to compliment me on my buddinf honourS) and invited 
me to shpper at the widow’s, not so mucn by way of returning 
my hospitality, as with an eye to business in the cultivation of 
my acquaintance. Parties were made for me everywhere. Even 
the haughty Don Bodrigo was cap-in-hand to me. He now called 
(me nothing less than Signor de Santillane, though the moon had 
scarcely changed her face since he thee'd and thou'd me, without 
ever bethinkingjiim that he was talking to something above a 
pauper. He heaped me up and pressed me down with civilities, 
espeqWly within eyeshot of our common patron. But the fool 
wea^Wtier than to be caught with cliaif. The good breeding of 
n^re^rn% was nicely proportioned to my thorough detestation 
of my hiqnble senmt : a rascal who had lived in coiyrt all his 
life couldtObt Ijave played the rascal bettor than I did. 

I likewise accompanied my lord duke when he had an audience 
of the king, which was usually three times a day. In the mom^ 
ing he went into his majesty’s cliamber as soon as he was awake. 
There he dropped down on his marrow-bones by the bed-side, 
talked over what was to bo done in the course of the day, and 
put into the royal mouth the speeches tlie royal tongue wgs to 
mike. He then withdrew. After dinner ho came back again | 
not for state affairs, but for what, what f and a little gossip. He 
I was well instructed in all the little-tattle of Madrid, wlucn was 
H sold to him at the earliest of the season. Lastly, in the evenii^ 
he saw the king again for the third time, put whatever colour he 
pleased on the transactions of the day, and, as a matter of course!, 
requested his instructions for the morrow. While he was with 
the king, I kept in the antichamber, where people of tixe first 
quality, sinking that they might rise, threw themselves in the 
^ay of my observation, and thought the day not lost if I had 
^ deigned to exchange a few words of common civility with them. 
Was it toi)e wondered at, if my self-importance fattened UpOa 
such food P There are many folks at court, who stalk about Oft 
stilts of much frailer materials. 

One day my vani^ was still more highly pamperecjL. 
king, to wnom the duxe had puffed off my style, was cumitt lo 
see a sample of it. His excellency made me bring the register 
of Catalonia, and myself into thq^A)yal presence ; telling me U> 
read the first memoinsl I had /digested. If so esiholic a critic 
overooweredeny modesty a^^t, the minister’s encouragement 
recaOed my scattered and I read with good tone and 

emphasis what his majesty deigned to hear with some symptoms 
of approbation. He spoke handsomely of my perfomance, and 
rueommeDded my fortunes to theespecialcare of nis minister. My 
humility was not the greater for the angmentatiou of conse* 
quenco; antf^a particular conversation some days afterwards 
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with the Count de Lemos swelled high the spring tide of all my 
ambitious anticipations. 

I waited on that nobleman from his uncle at the Prince of 
Spain's court, and presented credentials from the duke, directmg 
him to deal unreservedly with me, as with a man who was em- 
barked in their design and selected by himself exclusively as 
their go-between. The count then took me to a room, where he 
locked the door, and then spoke as follows : Since you are confi- 
dential with the Duke of Lerma, I doubt not you deserve to be 
BO, and shall unbosom myself to you without l^^sitation. You 
are to know that matters go on iust as we could wish. The 
Wnce of Spain distinguishes me above the most assiduous of his 
courtiers. 1 had a private conversation with him this morning, 
wherein he expressed some disgust at being restrayied by the 
king’s ava^ce from following the inclinations of his libe;|al heart, 
and living on a scale befitting his august rank. On this head I 
chimed in with his regrets ; and taking advantage* of the oppor- 
tunity, promised to carry him a thousand pistoles early to-morrow 
morning, as an earnest of larger sums with which I have engaged 
to feed nis necessities forthwith. He was in ecstasy at my*pro- 
mises ; and I am certain of securing his grace and favour in tail, 
if I can but fulfil my engagement. Acquaint my uncle with 
these particulars, and come back in the evening with his senti- 
ments on the subject. 

I left the Count de Lemos with the last words still quivering 
on his lips, and went back to the Duke of I^erma, who, on my 
report, sent to ask Caldcrona for a thousand pistoles, which he 
charged me to carry to the count in the evening. Away went I 
on my errand, muttering to myself— So, so ! now I have disco- 
vered the minister’s infallible receipt for the cure of all evils. 
Faith and troth, he is in the right ; and to all appearance he may 
draw as copiously as he pleases from the spring, without ex- 
nausting the source. I can easily guess what bag these pistoles 
come from ; but after all, is it not the. order of natuie tnat the 
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l to a g^t prince ! Fair and softly, Master Gil Bias, some one 
I may sly : after all, you will be but second minister. May bo so ; 

1 but at, bottom the honour of both theses posts is equal; the dif* 
ference lies in the profit only. 

While executing these honourable commissions, and getting 
forward daily in the good graces of the prime minister, what a 
happy being should 1 have been, if statesmen were born with a 
set of intestines to turn tlie camcleon's diet into chyle I It was 
more than two months since I had got rid of my grand lodging, 
and had taken up my quarters in a little room scarcely go<^ 
enough for a banker's clerk. Though this was not quite as it 
should be, yet since I went out betimes in the morning, and 
neyer retumed at night before bed-time, there was not much to 
quarrel about on that score. All day I was the hero of my own 
stage, or nfthcr of the duke's. It was a principal part that 1 was 
playing. 'But when I retired from this brilliant theafre to my 
own cocJloft, the great lord vanished, and poor Gil Bias was left 
behind, without a royal image in his pocket, and what was* worse, 
without the means of conjuring up liis glorious resemblance. 
Besides that it \vould have wounded my pride to have divulged 
my necessities, there w as not a creature of my acquaintance who 
could have assisted me but Kavarro, and him I had too palpably 
neglected since my introduction at court, to venture on soliciting 
his benevolence. I had been obliged to sell my wardrobe article 
by article. There was nothing more left than was absolutely 
necessary to make a decent appearance. I no longer went to 
the ordinary, because I had no longer wherewithal to pay my 
score. How then did I make shift to keep body and soul toge- 
ther P There was every morning, in our offices, a scanty break- 
fast set out, consisting of a little bread and wine ; this was the 
^rdiole of our commons on the minister’s establishment. I never 
Aew what it w^as to exceed this stint during the day, and at 
ni^t I most frequently went supperless to bed. 

Such wap the fare of a man wno made a splendid figure at 
court ; but his illustrious fortunes, like those of other courtiers, 
were more a subject of pity than of grudge. I could qp Vsger 
resist the pressure of my circumstances, and ultimately resolved 
on their disclosure at $, seasonable opportunity. By good luck 
such an occasion offered at the Escurial, whither the king and 
Uio Prince of Spain removed som^days afterwards. 

Ob. VL— Bki givet the Dukg qfletlM a hint of hii toreiehid cen- 
, ditidk, IhMt minuyf deali with him aceordingfy. 

Whbb the king kept hitf^oort at the Escur^, all the world was 
at free quarters : under such easy circunMtaXees I did not feel 
where we saddle g^ed. My bed was in a wardrobe near the 
duke*i chaqiber. One morning that minister, having got up ac* 
cording to hie cursed custom at daybreak, ma d e me take my 



BLAS. 


writing apparatus, and follow him into tl i paluce gardens. Wo 
went and sat down under an avenue of trees ; myself, as he would 
have it, in the posture of a man writing on the crown of his hat; 
his attitude was with a paper in his hand, and any one would 
have supposed he had been reading. At some distance, we must 
hdve looked as if the scale of Europe was to turn upon our deci* 
sion ; but between ourselves, who partook of it, the tidk was 
miserably trifling. 

For more than an hour had I been tickling his excellency’s 
fancy with all the conceits, engendered by a merry nature and 
an eccentric couise of life, when two magpies "perched on the 
trees above us. TIunr clack and clatter was so obstreperous, as 
to force our attention whether we would or no. These birds, 
said the duke, seem to be in dudgeon with one another. I should 
like to learn tlie cause of their quarrel. Mv lord, said I, your 
curiosity reminds me of an Indian story in l^ilnay or some othe 
fabulist. Tlie ininistcr insisted on the particulars, and 1 relate 
them in the folJow'ing terms : 

There reigned in Persia a good monarch, who not being 
blessed with capycitics of sufficient compass to govern liis domi« 
nions in In's own person, left the care of them to his grand vizier. 
That minister, wdiose name w'as Atalmuc, was possessed of first- 
rate talents. He supported llie weight of tliat unwieldy mo- 
narchy, w'ithout sinking under the burden. He preserved it ’ 4 
profound peace. His art consisted in uniting the love of ' e 
royal autliority wdtb the reverence of it ; wdiilo i'lO peoph a 
large looked up to the vizier as to an affectionate ^ J ler, gl 
a devoted servant of his prince. Atalmuc had a < Jiig Cache- 
mirian among his secretaries, by name Zeangir, t ^ horn he w as 
particularly attached. He took pleasure in 1 Conversation, 
invited him frequently to the chase, and opened to him his most 
secret thoughts. One day as they were Jiunting together in a 
wood, the vizier, at the croaking of two ravens on a tree, said to 
his secretary — I should like to know w hat those birds are talking 
about in their jargon. My lord, answered the Cachemirian, you? 
wiitas^nay be fulfilled. Indeed ! How so P replied Atalmuc, 
Because, rejoined Zeangir, a dervise read in many mysteries, has 
taught me the languap of birds. If yoi| wish it, I will Jay my 
ear close to these, and will repeat to you word for word whatever 
they may happen to say. • 

* fhe vizier agreed to thOo proposal. The Cachemirian got near 
the ravens, and affected to suck in^heir discourse. Then, return- 
ing to his master, My lord, said hejx^uld you befieve it P We 
are ourselyes the t^ic of their talk. Impossible ! exclaimed the 
Persian minister. /Prithee now, what do they w of usP One 
of the two, replied the secretary, spoke thus : Bfere he is, the 
very man ; the grand vizier Atalmuc, the guardian eagle of Per- 
sia, hovering over her like tlie parent bird over its nest, watcii* 
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without intermission for the safety of its brood. For the pur- 
ose of unbendini; from his wearisome toils, lie is huntinj^ in this 
?ood with his faithful Zeangir. How hafpy must that secretary 
»e, to serve so partial and indulgent a master ! Fair and softly, 
hserved the other raven shrewdly, fair and softly I Make not 

00 much parade about that Cachemirian's happiness. Atalmuc, 
i; is true, talks and joke, familiarly w^ith him, honours him with 
is confidence, and may very possibly intend to signalise his 
4endship by a lucrative post ; but between the cup and the lip 
ieangir may perish witli thirst. The poor devil lodges in a 
^ady-fumishea apartment, where there is not an article of furni- 
ire for his usc^ In a word, ho leads a starving life, with all the 
araphemalia of a plump-fed courtier. The grand vizier never 
oubles his head about enquiring into the right or wrong of his 
Fairs ; but satisfied with empty good wishes towards hi|u, leaves 
:s favoupte within the ruthless gri{)e of poverty. 

I stopped hefe, to see how the Duke of Lerma would take it ! 
id he^sked me with a smile what effect the fable had produced 

1 the mind of Atalmuc ; and whetlier the grand vizier had not 
It a little offended at his secretaire’s presumption. No, my 
)ble lord, answered 1, witli some little embarrassment at the 
lestion ; historians say that his ingenuity was amply rewarded, 
ewvas more lucky than discreet, replied the duke with a serious 
?; there are some ministers who w ould esteem it no joke to bo 
stured at that rate, lint the king w ill not be long before he is 
tting up ; my duty demands my attendance. After this hint 

walked off with hasty strides towards the palace without 
rowing aw ay a w ord more upon me, and to all appearance in 
rli dudgeon at my Indian parable. 

I followed liim up to the very door of his majesty’s chamber, 
i went thence to arrange my papers in the places whence they 
i been taken. Then 1 entered a closet where our two copy- 
I secretaries w^ro at work ; for they also were of the migratory 
rty. What fs the matter with you, Signor de SantillancP said 
y at the sight of me. You are quite down in the mouth ! Has 
f thing untoward happened P • » 

I wat too much mortmed at the ill success of my narrative, to 
cautious in the expression of my grief. On the recital of what 
I passed with the duke, they sympathised in my disappoint- 
nt. You have some reason to frfR said one of them, lieaven 
,nt you may be better treated than a secretary of Cardinal 
nosa. Thi%unlucky secretanr, tired of working for fifteen 
aths withofit pay, took^^^iie liberty of representing his necea- 
as to his Eminence one afternoon, and of ^king for a little 
aey towards his subsistence. It is very, pro^r, said the 
lister, that you should be paid. Here, pursued he, putting 
» his hands an order on the royal treasury for a thousand 
ats ; go and receive that sum ; but take notice at the same 
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time that it balances accounts between m. The secretarr would 
have poclceted his thousand ducats without remorse, had the 
thousand ducats beeu tangible^ and the liberty of changing 
services secure ; but just as he stepped down from the Cardi- 
nal's threshold, he was tapped on the shoulder by an alguazil, 
and carried away to the tower of Segovia, where he has been 
a ^soner for a length of time. 

This little historical anecdote set my teeth chattering. All was 
lost and gone ! There was no comfort from within nor from 
without! My own impatience had been my ruin! just as if I { 
had not borne starving, till patience could avnil ho longer. Alas ! I 
said I, wherefore must I have blurted out that ill-starred fable, ^ 
which went so much against the grain of the minister P He might 
have been just on the point of extricating me from all my mise- * 
ries ; it paight have been the moment of that tide ih the affairs 
of men, which sets in for sudden and enormous elevatiop. What 
wealth, what honours have slipped through thO fingers by my 
blunder! I ought to have been aware that great folks’ do not 
love to be forestalled, but require the common privileges of ele- 
mentary subsistence to be received as favours at their hands. 
It would have been more prudent to have kept my lenten enter- 
tainment longer without bothering the Duke about it, and even 
to have died with hunger, that he might be blamed for letting me. 

Supposing any hope to have remained, my master, when 1 saw 
him after dinner, put an extinguisher over it at once. He was very 
seriouswith me, contrary to his usual custom, and spoke scarcely at 
all ; an omen of dire dismay for tlie remainder of the evening. _ 
The night did not pass more tranauilly : the chagrin of seeing^ 
my agreeable illusions vanish, and tlie fear of swelling the calen- 
dar of state prisoners, left no room but for sighs and lamen- 
tations. 

The following was the critical day. The Duke sent for mo in 
the morning, i went into his chamber, with the ague fit of a 
criminal before his judge. Santillane, said he, shewing me a 

paper in his hand, take mis order I shuddered at the woill 

order, imd said within myself: Oh heaven ! here is the Cardinal 
Spinosa over again; the carriage is ordered out for Segovia. 
Such was my alarm at this moment, tha^ I interrupted the mi- 
nister, and throwing myself at his feet, May it please your lord- 
ship, said I, bathed in tears, * most humbly beseech your Excel- 
lency to forgive me for ipy boldness ; necessity alone impelled 
me to acquaint you with my wretched circumstanpes. 

The duke could not help laugh^\. at my distriss. Be com- 
forted, Gil Bias, answered he, and heanten attentively. Though 
by betraying youi^ necessities a reproach lights upon me for not 
havmg prevented them, I do not take it ill, my mend. 1 rather 
ought to be angry with myself for not having enouired how you 
were going on* But to l^gin making amends for my want el 
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attention, there is an order on the ro 3 ral treasury for fifteen hun^ 
Ired ducats, payable at sight This is not all ; I promise you 
;he same sum annually ; and moreover, ^hon people of rank and 
jubstance shall solicit your interest, I have no objectipn to your 
iddressing me on their behalf. 

In the excess of joy occasioned by such tidings, I kissed the 
'eet of the minister, who, liaviiig commanded me to rise, conti- 
med in familiar conversation. I endeavoured to rally my free 
nd easy Iiumour ; but the transition from sorrow to rapture was 
00 instantaneous to be natural. 1 felt as comical as a culprit, 
rith a pardon singing in his ears, just when he was on the point 
f being launched into eternity. My master attributed all my 
lurry to the sole dread of having offended him ; tliongh the fear of 
•erpetual imprisonment liad its share of influence on my nerves, 
le owned. that he had affected to look cool, to see vshethcr 1 
liould be hurt^ at tJie alteration ; tliat thereby he formed his 
pinioi^ with respect to the liveliness of my attachment to his 
erson, and that liis own regard for mo would always be pro* 
ortionate. 

H. VII. — ^ gnod me made of iht fifteen hundred ducate, jifirti m/re- 
duetton to the trade uf office^ and an aceount qf the profit accruing 
ik/sreffom* 

“hk king, as if on purpose to play into tho hands of my im* 
fttience, returned to Madrid the verv next day. I flew like a 
aimy to the royal treasury, where they paid me down upon the 
ail the sum drawn for in my order. Ambition and vanity now 
iitained complete empire over my soul My paltry lodging was 
1 ; only for secretaries of an inferior cast, unpractised in tho 
ysterious language of birds;* for ^^hicli reason, my grand suite 
’ apartments fortunately i)cing vacant, I engaged tliera for the 
cond time. My next business was to send for an eminent 
ilor, who arrayed the pretty persons of all the fine gentlemen 
town. He took my measure, and then introdiieeu me tc» a 
Rper, who sold me five ells of cloth, the exact quantity, ^ he 
id, to make a suit for a man of my size. Pive ells fojr a -light 
Danish dress ! Whither did this draper and tailor expect to 
) P. . . . But we must ifot be uncharitable. Tailors who nave a 
putation to support require mor^ materials for the exercise of 
eir genius, than the vulgar snipjiers of the sbopboord. I then 
ught some linen, of which I was T«ry bare ; an assortment of 
k 8tockiiig8,«and a laced 

With such an equipagg,^TOere was no doing without a footman ; 
that I desired Vincent Ferrero my landlo'd, to look out for 
e. Most of the foreigners who wxre r&^ommended to Iiis 
l^Dgs, on their arrival at Madrid, were wont to hire Spanish 
irants ; and this was the means of turning his house into a 
lister office. first who offered was a Ukl of so mortified 
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and devotional an aspect, that I would liave nothing to say, to 
him ; he put me in mind of Ambrose de Lamela. I am quite 
out of conceit, said I to^errero, with these pious coat-brushers ; 
1 have beei^ taken in by them already. 

I had scarcely turned virtue in a livery out of doors, when 
another came up stairs. This seemed to be a good sprightly 
felldw, with as little mock modesty as if he had been ored at 
court, and a certain something about him which indicated that 
ho did not carry principle to any dangerous excess. He was 
just to my mind. His answers to my questions were pat and to 
the purpose : he evinced a talent for intrigue beyond my most 
sanguine hopes. This was exactly the subject for my purpose ; 
so I fixed him at once. Neither had I any reason to repent of 
my bargain ; for it was very soon evident that further off I must 
have fared worse. As the duke had allowed me to solicit on 
behalf of my friends, and it was my design to push that permis- 
sion to the utmost, a staunch hound was necessary to put up the 
game; or in phrase familiar to dull capacities, an active chap, 
with a turn for routing out and bringing to my market all palm- 
tickling petitioners for the loaves and fishes of the prime minis- 
ter. This was just w here Scipio shone most ; for my servant’s 
name was Scipio. He had lived last with Donna Anna de 
Guevara, the Prince of Spain’s nurse, where lie had ample scope 
for the exercise of that accomplishment. 

As soon as he became acquainted w ith my credit at court, and 
the use to wdiieh I meant to put it, he took tlie field like his 
great ancestors, and began the campaign without the loss of a 
day. Master, said he, a young gentleman of Grenada is just 
come to Madrid ; his name is Don lloger de Hada. He has been 
engaged in an affair of honour w hich compels him to throw him- 
self on the Duke of Lerma’s protection, and he is well disposed 
to come down handsomely for any grace and favour he may 
obtain. I have talked wuth him on the subject. He had a mind 
to l^ave made friends with Don Kodrigo de Caldcrona, whosp 
influence liad been represented to him in magnificent terms : 
but I dissuaded him, by pointing out that secretary’s method of 
selling his good offices for more than their weight in gold; 
whereas, on the contrary, you would be satisfied with any de- 
cent expression of gratitude for yours, and would even do the 
business for the mere pleasure of doing it, if you were in cir- 
cumstances to follow the bent of your own generous and disin- 
terested temper. In short, I tarked to him in such a strain, 
that you will see the gentleman early i5i-jnorrow morning. How is 
all this, Master Sej^iio P said 1. You must have transacted a great 
deal of business in a short time. You are no novice in back- 
staift influence. It is very strange that you have not feathered 

J our own nest. That ought not to surprise you at all, answered 
e. 1 love to make money circulate ; not to hoard it up. 
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m Don Eoger de !Rada came accordinf^ to Ins nppointmoit. I 
fteceired him with a mixture of courtly olausibility and ministe* 
^ial pride* My worthy sir, said I, before I euf^aj^e in your in- 
terests, I wish to know the nature of the affair which brin|js you 
to court ; because it may be such ns to preclude me from speak- 
ing to the minister in your favour. Give me therefore, ir you 
please, the particulars faithfully, and rest assured that I shall 
enter warmly into your interests, if they arc proper to be es- 
poused by a man who moves in my sphere. My young client 
promised to be sincere in his representation, and began his narra- 
tive in the follow ing words. 


Ch. VII f . — Ilislory of Don Roger de Rada, 

Don Anastasio de Kada, a gentleman of Grenada, was living 
happily in the tow'n of Antequera, with Donna Estevhania his 
wure, whb united every charm of person and mind w ith the most 
unquestionable virtue. If her aneclion was lively 1ow^•Jrds her 
husband, his love for Ikt was violent beyond all bounds. IIo 
was naturally ])roiie to jealousy ; and though w untonneas could 
never assume such a sernhhinee ns his w ife’s, his thoiights w’ere 
not quite at rest uj)on the subject. He was apprehensive Jest 
secret emmiy to his repose might make some attempt upon 
liis honour. His eye was turned askance upon all his friends, 
except Don IIulxTto de Hordales, who fre(juented the house 
«’ithout suspicion in quality of EsU'phania’s cousin, and was tlio 
)nly man in wlioni he ought not to have confided. 

Don Hiiberto did actually fall in love with his cousin, and 
'entured to make liis sentiments know n, in eonteiript of consaii- 
juinity and the ties of friendship. The lady, who was consido- 
ate, instead of making an outcry which might have led to fatal 
onsequences, roprovi'd her kinsman gently, represented to him 
he extreme criminality of attempting to seduce her, and dis- 
konour her husl)and, and told him very seriously that he must 
lOt flatter himself w ith the most distant hope. ^ 

This moderation only inflamed the seducer’s nnpetit«‘ the more, 
’aking it for granted that as a woman w ho had Dcen acFustomecl 
0 save appearances, sl^e only w^anted to be more strongly urged, 
e began to adopt little freedoms of more w armth than delicacy ; 
ad had the assurance one day toyiit the question home to her. 
he repulsed him with unbridled indignation, and threatened to 
jfer the punishment of his ofTence^ to Don Anastasio. Her 
liter, alarmdQ at such an^timation, nromised to drop the sub- 
let ; and Estephania in?^ candour of her soul forgave him for 
lepast. \ 

Don Huberto, a man totally devoid of priifciplo, could not fM 
is passion to be foiled, without entertaining a mean spfKt of 
wenge. He knew the w'eak side of Don Anastasio’s temper, 
liis was enough to engender the blackest design that ever seoya« 
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drel plotted. One evening as he was walking alone with this < 
misguided husband, he said with an air of extreme uneasiness : 
My dear friend, I can no longer live without unburdening my 
mind ; and yet I would be for ever silent, but that you value 
honour far above a tre^herous repose. Your acute feelings and ] 
my own, on points which concern domestic injuries, forbid me 
to conceal wnat is passing in your family. Prepare to hear what 
will occasion you as much grief as astonishment. 1 am going to i 
wound you in the tcnderest part. 1 

I know what you mean, interrupted Don Anastasio, in the first | 
burst of agony ; your cousin is unfaithful. I no longer acknow- 
ledge her for my cousin, replied Hordales with impassioned ve-^ 
hemence ; I disown her, as unworthy to share my friend’s em- 
braces. This is keeping me too long upon the rack, exclaimed 
Don Anastasio ; say on, what has Estephania done P She has 
betrayed you, replied Don Huberto. You have a rival ‘to whom 
she listens in private, but I cannot give you his name ; for the 
adulterer, under favour of impenetrable darkness, has escaped 
the ken of those who watched him. All I know is, that you are 
duped : of that fact I am well assured. My own share in the 
disgrace is a sufficient pledge of my veracity. Her infidelity 
must be palpable indeed, when I turn Estephania’s accuser. 

It is to no purpose, continued lie, watching the successful Ym- 
pression of his discourse, it is to no purpose to discuss the subject 
further. I perceive your indignation at the treacherous requital 
of your love, and your thoughts all aiming at a just revenge. 
Take your own course. Heed not in what rclatio i to you your ' 
victim may stand ; but convince the whole city that there is no 
earthly being whom you would not sacrifice to your honour. 

Thus did the traitor exasperate a too credulous husband against 
an innocent wife ; depicting in such glowing colours the infamy 
in which he would be plunged, if be left the insult unpunished, 
as to heighten his anger into madness. Behold Don Anastasio, 
witl^ his mind completely overturned ; as if goaded by the fu- 
ries. He returned liomewards with the frantic design of murder- 
ing his iil-fated wife. She was just going to bed when he came 
in. He kept his passion under for a time, and waited till the 
attendants had withdrawn. Then, unrestrained by the fear of 
vengeance from above, by the ^mlgar scorn which must recoil upon 
an honourable family, by natutal afiection for his unborn child, 
since his wife was near W time, he approached his victim, and 
said to her in a furious tone of voio-» : Now is your hour to die, 
wretch as you are ! One moment oni)^ is your own, which my 
relenting pity leaves you to make your peace with heaven. I 
would not that your soul should perish eternally, though your 
?artHlv honour is for ever lost. 

At these words he drew his dagger. Estephania, iust speech- 
ess with terror, throwing herself at his feet, besought him with 
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lifted hands and inarticulate agony, to tell her why he raised 
I arm against her life. If he suspected^her fidelity, she called 
aven to attest her innocence. 

i Tain, in vain, replied the infuriated murderer ; your treason 
but too well proTea. My information is not to be contradicted : 
^n Hubmrto. . . . Ah ! my lord, interrupted she with eager haste, 
i must hold your tmt aloof from Don Huberto. He is less 
ar friend than you imagine. If he has said aught against my 
t*ue, belicTe him not. Bestrain that infamous tongue, replied 
bn Anastnsio. |^y appealing against Hordalea, you conaemn 
urself. You wotild ruin your relation in my esteem, because 
I is acquainted with your misconduct. You would* invalidate 
b evidence against YOU; but the artifice is palpable, and only 
^hets my apTOtite tor vengeance. My dear htuband, rejoined 
^e innocent nistephania, while her tears flowed in torrent, be- 
jare of this blind rage. If you follow its instigation, you will 
^rpetrate ft deed for which you will hate yourself, when, con- 
finced of its injustice. In the name of heaven, compose your 
disordered spirits. At least give me time to clear up your sus- 
picions ; you will then deal candidly by a wife who nas nothing 
to reproach herself with. 

Apy other than Don Anastasio would have been touched by 
ler pleadings, and still more by her agonizing affliction ; but the 
)arbarian, tar from being softened, ordered the lady once again 
:o recommend herself briefly to mercy, and lifted his arm to 
itrike the blow. Hold, inhuman as you are I cried she. If your 
ove for me is as if it had never been, if my lavish fondness in 
^turn is ail blotted from your memory, if my tears have no 
doquence to disarm your hellish purpose, have some pity on your 
>wn blood. Launch not your frantic hand against an innocent, 
rho has not yet breathed this vital air. You cannot be its exe- 
utioner, without the curse of heaven and earth. As for myself, 
4 “ * jforgive my murderer ; but the butcher of his own child, 
mb^^deeply of it, must pay the dreadful forfeit of so detestable 
deed. 


Determined as L .. Anastasio was to pay no attentioif to any 
Mng Estephania could say, he could not help being affected by 
lie frightful images these last words presented to his soul, 
therefore, as if apprehensive lestj^turo should play the trai- 
nees to revenge, he hastened to make sure of his st^gerin^ 
asolves, and plunged his dagger into her bosom, olie fell 
lotionless on fne ground. He thouffbt her dead ; and on that 
apposition left his house immediately, to be no more seen at 
mtequera. 

In me mean time, the unhappy victim of groundless suspicion 
''as so stunned with the blow sne bad receiv^, as to remain for 
short interval on the pound without any signs of life. After* 
ards, coming to herseff, she brought an old female servant to 
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tures, wLieh I mclined to hear as Beriously as did the PriDce of 
Ithaca the various recitals of tiie king his father. At lengj^, ^ 
after several days, we hflted at the foot of a mountain near An\te- 
quera. Wishing to reach home privately, we went not into the 
town till midnight. f 

You may guess my mother’s astonishment at beholding a husi 
band whom slie had thought for ever lost ; and the almost miral- 
culous circumstances of his restoration were a second source otf 
wonder. He entreated forgiveness for his barbarity with markn 
of repentance so lively, that she could not but bqmored. Insteam 
of looking on him as a murderer, she only saw the man to whoscfe 
will high heaven had subjected her ; such religioh is there in th^i 
name of husband to a virtuous wife ! Estephania had been so. • 
alarmed about me, that my return filled her with rapture. But 
her joy on this account was not w ithout alleviation. A/ of 
Horddes had instituted a criminal prosecution againslU 4 ^ io« 
ther’s antagonist. The search for me was hot, so that n^ po- 
ther, considering home as insecure, was painfully anriouS a>.\ut 
me. It was therefore necessary to set out that very nighjf ibr 
court, W'hither 1 come to solicit my pardon, and hope to oltain 
it by your generous intercession with the prime minister. /I 
Tne gallant son of Don Anastasio thus closed his naruAve ; 
after which I observed with a self-sufficient physiognomy v»t is 
well, Signor Don Eoger ; the offence seems to me to be vtial. 

I will undertake to lay the case before his Excellency, ani^ay 
venture to promise you his protection. The thanks my 
lavished would have passed in at one ear and out at the othe.^f 
they had not been backed by assurances of more substaria^^ ’ 
gratitude. But w hen once that string was touched, every .ueido 
and fibre of my frame vibrated in unison. On the very same day 
did I relate the w^hole story to the Duke, w ho allowed me to pre- 
sent the gentleman, and addressed him thus : Don Boger, 1 Mve 
been informed of the duel which has brought you to court t San- 
tillane has laid all the particulars before mo. Make yourself per- 
fectly easy : you have done nothing but what the circumstances 
of the case might almost warrant: and it is especially on the ground 
of wounded honour, that his Majesty is best pleased to extend 
his grace and favour. You must be cotamitted for mere form’s 
.sake ; but you may depend^ qb it, your confinement shall be of 
short duration. In Santillan^ you have a zealous friend, who will 
w^atch over your interests, and hasten your release. 

Don Boger paid his respectful acknowledgmentsyto the minister, 1 
on whose pledge he went and surrendered himself. His pardon 
was soon made out, owing to my activity. In less than ten days* 

1 sent this modem Telemachus home, to say ** how do you 
to his Ulysses and Penelope ; had he stood upon the merits of 
•his case without a protector, he might have whined out a year’s 
imprisonment, and scarcely have got off at last. My comnusaioii 
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WftB but a poor hundred pistolee. It was no very magnificent 
haul ; but I was not as yet a Calderon^ to turn up my nose at 
the small fry* ^ 

Ch. IX.— (?i/ Blat maket a large fortune m a thori time, and behaves 
like other wealthy upttarie. 

This affair gave me a relish for my trade ; and ten pistoles to 
Soipio by way of brokerage, whetted his eagerness to start more 
game of the same sort. I liave already done justice to his talents 
that way ; he might as modestly have appended ** tlie great ** to 
the tail of his name, as tlie most noted scoundrel of antiquity. 
The second customer he brought me was a printer, w ho maniii- 
, factured books of chivalry, and had made his fortune by waging 
• war against common sense. This printer had pirated a work be- 
longing tp a brother printer, and his edition had been seized. 
For threp hundred ducats I rescued his copies out of jeopardy, 
and sr^ed him from a heavy fine. Though this was a transaction 
beneath the prime minister’s notice, his Excellency condescended 
at my request to interpose his aulliority. After the printer, a 
merchant passed through my liands ; the occasion was thus : A 
Portuguese vessel had been taken hy a Barbary corsair, and re- 
taken by a privateer from Cadiz. Two-thirds of the cargo be- 
loil^ed to a merchant at Lisbon, who, having claimed his due to 
no purpose, came to the court of Spain in search of a protector, 
wdth sufficient credit to procure him restitution. I took up his 
cause, and he recovered nis property, deducting the sum of four 
hundred pistoles, paid to me in consideration of my disinterested 
zeal for justice. 

And now most surely tlie reader will call out to me at this 
place j Well said, good master Santillanc ! Make hay while tho 
sun shines. You are on the high road to fortune ; push forward, 
and outstrip your rivals. Oh ! let me alone for that. I spy. op 
my eyes deceive me, my servant coming in with a new gull that 
he has iust caught. Even so 1 It is my very Scipio. I^eJ us 
hear wnat he has to say. Sir, quoth he, give me leave to intro- 
duce this eminent practitioner. lie wants a licence t<^8cll liis 
drugs daring the term of ten years in all the towns of the Spanish 
monarchy, to the exefiision of all other quacks ; in snort, a 
mono^ly of poisons. In gratituc^/or tliis patent to thin man- 
kind, ne will present the donor with a gratuify of two hundred 
pistoles. I looked superciliously, like* a patron, at the mounte- 
bank, and told him that his business should be done. As lame- 
ness and leprosy would have it, in the course of a few days, I 
sent him on his promss through Spain, invested with full powers 
to fludce the world his oyster, and leave nothing but the shell to 
hii unpatented competitors. 

Soaidei that my avarice outran my accumulating wealth, I had 
the four boons just apecified so easily from his grace; 
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the day, hour, and place of appointment, which was at my hoise, 
Nunez came, and was most mordinately astonished to recoraize 
me in the Sicilian nobleiyn. Yes, my friend, said I, behold the 
master of this family. I have a retinue, a good table, and a strong 
box besides. Is it possible, exclaimed he with vivacity, that afl 
this opulence shoula.be yours? It was well done in me to have 
placed you with Count Guliano. I told you beforehand that he 
was a generous nobleman, and w^ould not be long before he set 
^ you at your e^e. Of course you followed my wise adrice, in 
giving the rein a little more freely to your servants ; you find 
the benefit of it. It is only by a little mutual accommodation, 
that the principal oflScers in great houses feather their nests so 
comfortably. _ . ^ 

I suffered Fabricio to go on as long as he liked, complimenting 
himself for having introduced me to Count Galiano. ‘When he 
had done, 4o chastise his ecstasies at having procured me so 
good a post, I stated at full length the returns or gi’atitufie with 
which tliat nobleman had recompensed my services. JJutf per- 
ceiving how ready my poet was to string his lyre to satire at my 
recital, I said to him— The Sicilian’s contemptible conduct I 
readily forgive. Between ourselves, it is more a subject of con- 
gratulation than of regret. If the count had dealt* honourably 
by me, I should have followed him into Sicily, where I shouy 
still be in a subordinate capacity, waiting for dead men's shoes. 
In a word, I should not now have been baud in glove with the 
Duke of Lerma. 

Nunez felt so strange a sensation at these last words, that he 
was tongue-tied for some seconds. Then gulping up his stam- 
mering accents like harlequin, Did I hear aright? said he. 
What! you hand in glove with the prime minister? I on one 
side, and Don Rodrigo do Calderona on the other, answered I ; 
and according to all appearance, my fortunes will move higher.. 
Truly, replied he, this is admirable. You are cut out for every 
occasion. What an universal genius ! To borrow an expression 
from ^ho tennis-court, you have a racket for every bait ; nothing 
comes amiss to you. At all events, my lord, I am sincerely re- 
ioiced at j»our lordshm’s prosperity. The deuce and all, Master 
Nunez ! interrupted I; good now, dispense, with your lords and 
lordships. Let us banish such formalities, and live on equal 
terms together. You are in tho right, replied he ; altered cir- 
cumstances should not make strange faces, I will own my weak- 
ness ; when you announced ^our elevation, you took away my 
breath ; but the chill and the shudder are over, anfi I see only 
my old friend Gil Bias. 

Our conversation was interrupted by the arrival of four fxt five 
clerks. ^ Gentlemen, said I, introducing Nunez, you are to sup 
with Signor Don Fabricio, who writes verses of impenetrable 
sublimity, and such prose aa would not know itself in the giasa. 
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^ 1^01017 I was talking to gentry who would have had more 
low-feeling with an Oran Outang than with a poet. They 
scarcely condescended to look at hima In vain did he pun, 
parody, rally, or rail to liit their fancies, for they had none. He 
was so nettled at their indifference, that he assumed the poetic 
licence, and made his escape. Our clerks never missed him, but 
forgot at once that he had been there. 

Just as I was going out the next morning, the poet of the 
Asturias came into my room. I bog pardon, said he, for having « 
cut your clerks so abruptly last night ; but, to deal freely, I was 
so much out of my element, that I should soon have played old 
chaos with tlifcm. Proud puppies, with their starch and self- 
important air ! I cannot conceive how a clever fellow like you can 
sit it out mth sucli loutish guests. To-day I will bring you some 
of more life and spirit. I shall be very much obliged to you, 
answere^I : vour introduction is sufficient. Exactly *0, replied 
he. Yo\ shall have the feast of reason and the flow of soul. I 
will go* fcfrthwith and invite them, for fear they should engage 
themselves elsewhere ; for happy man be liis dole who can get 
them to dinner or supper ; they arc such excellent company ! 

Away went he ; and in the evening, at supper-time, returned 
with six authors in his train, whom he presented one after ano- 
thSr with a set speech in their praise. According tc^his account, 
the wits of Greece and Italy were nothing in comparison of 
these, whose works ought to bo printed in letters of gold. I 
received this deputation from the tuneful sisters very politely. 
My behaviour was even in the extravagance of good breeding ; 
for the republic of authors is a little monarchical in its demands 
upon our flattery. Though I had given Scipio no express direc* 
tion respecting the number of covers at this entertainment, yet 
knowing what a hungry and voluptuous race were to be crammed, 
he had mustered the courses in more than their full complement. 

At lengtli, supper was announced, and we fell to merniy. My 
poets began talking of their poems and themselves. On© fellow, 
with the most lyrical assurance, numbered up whole hosts of 
first-rate nobility and high-flying dames, who were quite enrap- 
tured with his muse. Another, though it was not ftr him to 
arraign the choice which a learned society had lately made of two 
new members, could not help 6a|^ing that it was strange they 
should not have elected him. Jill the rest were much in the 
same story. Amid the clatter of knives and forks, my ears were 
more discordantly dinned with verses and harangues. ^ ^ey each 
took it by turns to give me a specimen of their composition. One 
languishes out a sonnet ; anotucr mouths a scene in a tragedy ; 
ana a third reads a melancholy criticism on the province of come- 
dy. The next in turn spouts an ode of Anaerwn, translated into 
niost un-anacreontic Spanish verse. One of his brethren inter* 
rupts him, to point out the unclassical use of a particular phrase* 



OIL BLA8. 


408 

The author of the version by no means acquiesces in the remailr; 
hence arises.an argument, in which all the literati take one side 
or the other. Opinions are nearly balanced ; the disputants are 
nearly in a passion; as argument weakens, invective grows 
stronger ; they get from bad to worse ; over goes the table, and 
up jump they to fisty-cuflfs. Fabricio, Scipio, ray coachman, my 
footman, and myself, have scarcely lungs or strength to bring 
them to their senses. The moment the battle was over, off scam- 
pered they as if my house had been a tavern, without the slight- 
est apology for their ill behaviour. 

Nunez, on whose word I had anticipated a very pleasant party, 
looked rather blue at this conclusion. Well, my* friend, said J, 
what do you think of your literary acquaintance now ? As sure 
as Apollo is on Parnassus, you brought me a most blackguard ^ 
set. I will stick to my clerks ; so talk no more to me about 
authors. ' I shall take care, answered he, not to invite any of 
them to a gentleman's house again ; for these are the PiOst select 
and well-mannered of the tribe. ' 

Ch. X . — The morale of Gil Blae become at court much ae if they had 
never been at alL A commietion from the Count de Lemoe^ which^ 
like moet court commieeionst implies an intrigue. 

When once my name was up, for a man after the Duke Oi 
Lerma's own heart, I had very soon my court about me. Every 
morning was my antichamber crowded with company, and my 
levees were all the fashion. Two sorts of customers came to 
my shop ; one set, to engage my interposition w ith the minister, on ^ 
fair commercial principles ; the other set, to excite my compas- 
sion by pathetic statements of their cases, and give me a liix to 
heaven on the packhorse of charity. The first were sure of 
being heard patiently and served diligently ; wdth regard to the 
second order, I got rid of them at once by plausible evasions, or 
kept them dangling till they wore their patience threadbare, and 
went off in a huff. Before I was about the court, my nature 
was compassionate and charitable ; but tenderness of heart is an 
unfashionable frailty there, and mine became harder than any 
flint. Bore was an admirable school to correct the romantic 
sensibilities of friendship ; nor was my philosophy any longer 
assailable in that quarter. My manner of dealing with Joseph 
Navarro, under the following circumstances, will prove more 
than volumes on that head^ 

This Navarro, the founder of my fortune, to whom my obliga- 
tions were thick and threefold, paid me a visit one day. Wiih 
the warmest expressions of regara, such as he was in the habit 
of lavishing, he begged me to ask the Duke of Lerma for a cer- 
tain situation for one of his friends, a young man of excellent 
qui^ties and undoubted merit, but incumber^ with an inability 
getting on in the world. I am well assured, added Josa|di| 
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that wi^h your f(ood and obliging dispoflition* you will be eu- 
mptured to confer a favour on a worthy man with a very slender 
purse ; I am sure you will feel obliged t® me for giving you an 
opportunity of carrying your benevolent inolinations into effect* 
This was just as good as telling me that the business was to be 
done for nothing. Though such doctrine was not quite level to 
my capacity* I still affected a wish to do as he desired. It gives 
meinnnite pleasure, answered I to Navarro, to have it in my 
power to evince my lively sense of all your former kindness to * 
me. It is enough for you to take any man living by the hand ; 
from that momeift he becomes the object of my unwearied care. 
Your friend shgU have the situation you want for him ; nay, lie 
has it already ; it is no longer any concern of yours ; leave it 
Entirely to me. 

On this aljsurance Joseph went away in high glee ; neverthe- 
less, the person he recommended had not the post in 'question. 

It was gi\n to'ajiothcr man. and my strong box was the stronger 
by a thSnsani ducats. This sum was infinitely preferable to all 
the thanks in the world, so that I looked pii if ally blank when 
next we met, saying— Ah, my dear Navarro! you should have 
thought of speaking to me sooner. That Calderoua got the start 
of me ; he haa given away a certain thing that shall bo nameless. 

I am ve-xed to the soul not to meet you with better tidings. 

Joseph was fool enough to give me credit, and we parted 
better mends than ever ; but I suspect that ho soon found out 
the truth, for he never came near me again. This was just what 
^ I wanted. Besides that tlie memory of benefits received grated 
" harshly, it would not have been at all the thing for a person in 
my then sphere to keep company with a certain description of 
P^onle. 

The Count de Ixsmos has been long in the back-ground, let us 
bring liim a little forwarder on the canvas. We met oc(?asion* 
ally. I had carried him a thousand pistoles, as the reader will 
recollect ; and I now carried him a thousand more, by order of 
his uncle the duke, out of his excellency's funds lying in^y 
hands. On this occasion the Count de Lemos bonoured^e with 
conference. He informed me that at lengtli he had com- 

S gained his end, tand was in unrivalled possession of the 
of Spain’s good graces, whoie sole confidant he was. His 
next concern was to invest me witl^ right, honourable commis- 
sion, of which be had already given me s bint. Friend Santillane, 
said he, now is the time to strike while the iron is hot. Spare 
no pains to fina out some young beauty, worthy to while away 
the prince’s amorous hours, l^u have your wits about you; 
and a word to the wise is sufficient. Go ; run. about the town : 
pry into every hole and comer 5 and when you have pounced 
upon anything likely to suit, you will come and let me know* 

Z pfomised the count to leave no stone unturned in the due 
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diBcharge of my employment, which seemed to require no great 
force of genius, since the professors of the science are so nume* ? 
roue. '• ’ 

I had not hitherto been much practised in such delicate inves- 
tigations, but it was more than probable that Scipio had, and 
that his talent lay peculiarly that way. On my return home 1 
called him in, and spoke thus to him in private : My good fellow, 

I have a very important secret to impart. Do you know that in 
the midst of fortune's favours, there is something still wanting to 
crown all my wishes ? I can easily guess what that is, inter- 
rupted he, without giving me time to finish wliat I was going to 
say ; you want a little snug bit of contraband amusement, to 
keep you awake of evenings, and rub off the rust of business. 
Ana, m fact, it is a marvellous thing that you should have played v 
the Joseph in the heyday of your blood, when so^ many grey- ^ 
beards around you are playing the Elder. I admire the quica- 
ness of your apprehension, replied I with a amile./^ Yes, mv 
friend, a mistress is that something still wanting ; and ybu shall 
choose for me. But I forewarn you that I am nice hungry, and 
must have a pretty person with, more than passable manners. 
The sort of thing that you require, returned Scipio, is not always 
to be met with in the market. Yet, as luck will have it, we are 
in a town where everything is to be got* for money, and 1 au in 
hopes that your commission will not hang long on hand. 

Accordingly within three days he pulled me by the sleeve : I 
have discovered a treasure ! a voung lady whose name is Cata- 
lina, of good family and matchless beauty, living with her aunt 
in a sroml house, where they make both ends meet by clubbing 
their little matters, and set the slanderous world at defiance. 
Their waiting-maid, a girl of my acquaintance, has given me to 
understand that their door, though barred against all impertinent 
intruders, would turn upon its hinges to a rich and generous 
suitor, if he would only consent, for fear of prying neighbours, 
not to pay his visits till after night-fall, and then in the most 
private manner possible. Hereupon I magnified you as tho 
propere^t gentleman in the world, and intreated piety in pattens 
to offer your humble services to the ladies. She promised to do 
so, and to bring me back my answer to-morrow morning at an 
appointed place. That is aF very well, answered 1 ; but 1 am 
atraid your goddess of bed-ih^ing has been running her rig upon 
you. !no, no, replied he, old birds are not to be caught with 
chaff; I have already made inquiry in the neighbopjhood, and by 
the general report of her. Signora Catalina is a second Danae, on 
whom you will have the happiness of coming down, 

likCr Jove descending from his tower, 

To court her in a silver shower. 

Out of conceit as 1 was with the intnnsio value of ladies' tkroojm, 
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I thid iraa Hot to be scolTed at ; and aa our Mercury m petticoats 
Lame the next day to tell Scipio that it only depended on me to 
rbe introduced that very eveninj^, I dcopped^n between eleven and 
twelve o'clock. The knowing one received me without bringing 
a candle, and led me by Ihe hand into a very neat apartment* 
where the two ladies were sitting on a satin sofa, dressed in the 
most elegant taste. As soon as they saw me enter, they got «p 
and welcomed me in a style of such superior breeding, as would 
not have distrraced the highest rank. Tlie aunt, wliose name 
was Signora MAicja, though w'ith the remains of beauty, had no 
attractions for me# But the niece had a million, for slie was a 


goddess in mortafform. And yet, to examine her critically, she 
could not have been admitted for a perfect beauty ; but then 
.ftere was a eharm above all rules of symmetry, with a tingling 
tind'llix-iirious^'nrmth about her, that seized on nicn's^ hearts 
through llftfr ey^s, and prevented their brains from being too 
busy, 

Neither w^?^ny senses proof against so dazzling a display. I 
forgot my errand as proxy, and spoke on my own private indi- 
vidual account, w'ith the entlmsiasm of a raw recruit m the tender 


passion* The dear little creature, whose w it sounded in my ears 
with three times its actual acuteness, under favour of her natural 


endowments, made a complete conquest of me by her pratUe. I 
began to launch out into foolish raptures, when the aunt, to 
bring me to my bearings, led the conversation to the point in 
hand: Sigrior de Santillane, I shall deal very explicitly with you. 
fOn the high encomiums I have heard ol your character, you 
fhave been admitted here, without the affectation of making much 
ado about trifles : but do not imagine that your views are the 
nearer their termination for that. Hitherto 1 have brought my 
niece up in retirement, and you are, as it were, the very first 
male creature on w horn she has ever set eyes. ] f you deem her 
W’orthy of being your w ife, I shall feel myself liighly honoured 
by the alliance : it is for you to consider whether iboso terms 
suit you ; but you cannot have her on cheaper. t 

This was prt)ceeding to business with a vengeance ! It puJ; little 
Cupid to flight at once : or else he w'as just going to try one of 
his sharpest arrows uponTne. But a truce with the Pantheon ! 
A marriage so bluntly proposed diipellcd the fairy vision: I 
sunk back at once into the count’s plodding agent; and changing 
my tone, answered Signora Mencia thusc Madam, your frank- 
ness delights ii\0i and I will meet it half-way. Whatever rank I 
may hold at court, lower than the highest is too low for the peer- 
less Catalina. A far more brilliant offer waits her acceptance i 
^ the Prince of Spain shall be thrown into her loils. Surely ii 
was enough to have refused my niece, replied the aunt, sareaa* 
tically ; such compliments are sufficiently unpleasing to our sex ; 
it oouid not be necessary to make us your unfeeling sport. 1 
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really am not in io merry a mood, madam ! exclaimed I : it is • 
plain matter of fact ; I am commissioned to look out for a younff 
Wy, of merit sufficient to engage the prince's heart, and receiv^ 
his private visits ; the object of my search is in your house, and ^ 
here his royal highness shall fix his Quarters. 

Signora Mencia could scarcely believe her ears ; neither were 
they grievously ofiTended. Nevertheless, thinking it decent to 
be startled at the immorality of the proceeding, she replied to 
the following effect: Though I should give implicit credit to 
what you tell me, you must understand that I am not of a cha- 
racter to take pleasure in the infamous distinction of seeing my 
niece a prince's concubine. Every feeling of vii^ue and of honour 
revolts at the idea.... What a simpleton you are with your 
virtue and honour ! interrupted I. You have not a notioa 
above the level of a tradesman’s wife. Was thcro,4ver any tLin^ 
so 8tup^d as to consider affairs of this kind wkU a to their 


moral tendency P It is stripping them of all'tlieij/bjautv and 
excellence. In the magic Ian thorn of plenty, pW-»aitfr*ana pre- 
ferment, they appear witli all their briglitest gloss. Figure to 
yourself the heir to the monarchy at the happy Catalina's feet ; 
fancy him all rapture and lavish bounty ; nor doubt but that 
from her shall spring a hero, who shall immortalize his mother's 
name, by enrolling his own in the unperishuble records of eternal 
fame. 


Though the aunt desired no better sport than to take me at 
my word, she affected not to know what she had best do ; and 
Catalina, who longed to have a grapple with the Prince of Spaiii,| 
affected not io care about the matter ; which made it necessary^ 
for me to press the siege closer ; till at length Signora Mencia, 
finding me chop-fallen and ready to withdraw roy mrees, sounded 
a parley, and agreed to a convention, containing the two follow- 
ing articles. Imprimis, if the Prince of Spain, on the fame of 
Catalina's charms, should take fire, and determine to pay her a 
nightly visit, it should be my care to let the ladies know when 
they might expect him. Seemdo, that the prince should be in- 
troai^ea to the said ladies as a private gentleman, accompanied 
only by himself and his principal purveyor. 

After this capitulation, the aunt and» nie^ were upon the best 
terms possible with me : tlw^y behaved as if we had known one 
another from our cradles f itn the strength of which I ventured 
on some little familiarities, which were not taken at all unkindly ; 
and when we parted, they embraced me of tl)|ir own accord, 
and slabbered me over with inexpressible fondness. It 4s mar- 
vellous to think with what facility a tender connection is formed 
between personitin the same line of trade, but of opposite sexes, 
It might have been suspected by an eye-witness or my depar- 
ture, m all the plentitude of warm and repeated salutation, thal 
my visit had been more successful than it wasr 
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^ The Count de Lemos wae highly deli|^hted when 1 announced 
the long-expected discovery. 1 spoke ol Catalina in terms which 
made him long to see her. The tollowinff night I took him tc 
her house, and he owned that I had beat the Dush to some pur- 
pose. He told the ladies, lie had no doubt but the Prince of 
Spain would be fully satisfied with my choice of a mistress, who, 
on her part, w ould have reason to be well pleased with such a 
lover ; that the young prince was generous, good tompered, and 
amiable ; in short, he promised in a few days to bring him in the 
mode they enjoinpd, without retinue or publicity. That noble* 
man then took l^ve of tlieni, and I withdrew w’ith him. We 
got into his carilage, in which we had both driven thilher, and 
which w as waiting at the cud of the street. He set me down at 
tfny own door, w ith a special charge to inform his uncle next day 
ofhflW^ew »me started, not forgetting to impress stroiiuly how 
conducS^ bag of pistoles would be to the succcssfid ac- 
complis^&nt m 4he adventure. 

I on the follow ing morning to go and give Ihe Duke 

of Lermn an exac^t account of all that had passed. Tlicre w’as 
but one thing kept back. I did not mention Scipio's name, but 
took credit to myself for tlie discovery of Catalina. One makes 
a merit of any dirty work in the service of the great. 

Mnindant were the compliments paid me on this occasion. 
My good friend Gil Bias, said the minister with a bantering air, 
1 am delighted that with all your talents, you have that besides 
of discovering kind-hearted beauties ; whenever I have occasion 
K for such an article, you w ill have the goodness to supply me. 

My lord, answ'ered I with mock gravity like his own, you are 
;; very obliging to give me the preference ; but it may not be un 
= seasonable to observe that there would be an indelicacy in my 
administering to your excellency’s pleasures of this description. 
Signor don Rodrigo has been so long in possession of that post 
about your person, that it w ould be manifest iniustice to rob him 
of it. The duke smiled at my answer ; and tlien changing the 
subject, asked whether his nephew did not w ant money for liiis 
new speculation. Excuse my negligence ! said I j he w^l thank 
you to send him a thousand pistoles. Well and good ! replied 
the minister ; you will Airnish him accordingly, with my strict 
injunction not to be niggardly, btitf to encourage the prince in 
wliatevcr pleasurable expenses hit? heart may prompt him to 
indulge. 't 

Ch. XI . — Tht Prince qf teerei vftfV, and preemte to Catalina, 

1 WENT to the Count de Lemos on the spur of the occasion, with 
five hundred double pistoles in my hand. You could not have 
come at a better time, said that nobleman. Ibave been talking 
with the prince; he has taken the bait, and bums with impatience 
to see Catalina. This very night he intends to slip privately out 
of the palace, and pay her a Tiait ; it is a measure determined 
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lut thell^tht which it shed was so faint* as only to render it»elf 
psible fi&out assisting us. All this served only to heighten 
the Tomiuoe in the fancy of its hero* fizeA as he was in steMfast 
gaze at ^ sight of the kdies as they received him in a saloor 
whose hplliant illumination was more dazzling, when contrasted 
with the gloom of the avenue. The aunt and niece were in a 
tempting undress, where the science of coquetry was displayed 
in all its luxury and absolute sway. Our prince could have been 
happy with Siraora Mencia, had the dear charmer Catalina been 
away ; but as there was a choice, the younger, according to the 
rules of precede^y in the court of Cupid, had the preference. 

Well I princef said the Count de Lemos, could you have desired 
a better specimen of beauty P They are both enchanting, an* 
Bwered the nrince, and my heart may as well surrender at once j 
fsrit^auntVould arrest it in its tlight, if it attempted to sound 
a retreh^omithe niece’s all subduing charms. * 

Afteiw^h cbippliments, as do not fall by wholesale to the 
share he addressed his choicest terms of flattery to 

Catalina, who answered him in kind. As convenient personages 
of my stamp are allowed to mingle in the conversation of lovers, 
for the purpose of making fire liutter, I introduced the subject 
of singing and pla^ ing on the lute. Tiiis was the sig|^ of fresh 
rapture ! and the nymph, the muse, the anything mit mortal, 
was supplicated to outtune the iingle of the spheres. She com* 
plied hae a good-humoured goadcss ; played some tender airs, 
and sung so deliciously, that the prince flopped down on hiz 
knees in a tumult of love and pleasure. But scenes like these 
are vapid in description : sulBco it to say that hours glided away 
like moments in this sweet delirium, till the approach of day 
warned the sober plotters of the lunacy to provide 
patient’s safety, and their own. When the parties were all snugly 
housed, we gave ourselves as much credit for the negotiation, as 
if we had patched up a marriage with a princess. 

The next morning the Duke of Lerma desired to know all the 
particulars. Just as 1 had finished relating them, the Countlde 
Lemos came in and said— The Prince of Spain is so enmfwed by 
Catalina ; he has taken so decided a fancy to her, that he ac* 
tually proposes to be (instant. He wanted to have sent her 
jewels to the amount of two thoijiaDd pistoles to-day^ but bis 
finances were aground. My dear’Bemos, said he, addressing 
himself to me, you must absolutely get that sum. I know it 
is very inconvenient ; you have pawned your credit for me 
already, but my heart owna itself your debtor ; and if ever I 
have the means of returning your l^dness by more than em^ 
words, your fortunes shall not sniTer by your ^plaisanee. In 
answer, I assured him that I had frienos and eredit^ and pro- 
mised to bring him what he wanted. 

There is no difficully abont that| said (he duke to hie nephew. 
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Santillane will bring you the money ; or, to save trouble, he^ 
may purchase the jewels, for he is an admirable judge, especially 
of rubies. Are you no\J, Gil Bias ? This stroke of satire was of 


course designed to entertain the count at my expense, and it was 
successful, for his curiosity could not but be excited to know the 
meaning of the mystery. No mystery at all, replied his uncle 
with a liroad laugh. Only Santillane took it into his head one 
day to exchange a diamond for a ruby, and the barter operated 
equally to the advantage of his po<‘ket and his penetration. 

Had the minister slopped there, I should have, c(^e off cheap! v ; 
but he took the trouble of dressing out in aggra':ated colours the 
trick that Camilla and Don Eaphael played me, With a most pro* 
Yoking enlargement of the circumstances most to the disadvantage 
of my sagacity. His excellency having enjoyed his ipke, ordered ^ 
me to i(titena the Count de Lemos to a jewellej^^, ' 

selected trinkets for the Prince of Spains in8p^jion,/‘»«id they 
were entrusted to my care to be delivered to Catalina ^ / 

There can be little doubt of my hind reception ouhe tollowing 
night, when I displayed a fine pair of drop ear-rings, as the 
presents of my embassy. The two ladies, out of their wits at 
these costly tokens of the prince’s love, suffered their tongues to 
run into a gossiping strain, while they were thanking me for in-^ 
troducing uiem into such worshipful society. In the excels of 
tlieir joy^ tliey forgot themselves a little. There e8c?.pe4l now 
and then certain peculiar idioms of speech, which made me sus- 


obligation I had conferred on me heir-apparent, 1 took my leave 
w itli the intention of coming to a right understanding with Scipio. 


Ch. XIL— Ca/a^imi*s real condition a worry and alarm to Gil Bias, 
His precautions for Ith omi ease and quieL 

On coming home, I heard a devil of a noise, and enquired wliat 
was the meaning of it. They told me that Scipio was giving a 
summer to half-a-dozen of his friends. They were singing as 
loud as ^eir lungs could roar, and threatenmg the stability of 
the house with their protracted peals of laughter. This meal was 
not in ail respects the banquet of the seien wise 
The founder of the feast, i iformed of my arrival, said to his 
company ; Sit still, gentlemen, it is only the master of the house 
come homo, but that ne?d not disturb you. Go on with your 
merry-making ; I will but iust wliisper a word in lys ear, and be 
back again in a moment. He came to me accordingly. Wliat 
on infernal din! said I. Ti hat sort of company do you keep 
below P Haveyqu, too, got in among the ^etsP Thank you 
for nothing ! answered he. Your wine is too good to be given 
to such gentry ; I turn it to better account. There is a young 
man of large property, in my party, who wishes to lay out your 
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credit and his own money in the purchase of a place. This little 
festivity is all for him. For every glass he fills, I put on ton 
pistoles, in addition to the regular fee. ^He shall drink till he is 
under the table. If that is the ease, replied I, go to your presi- 
dentship, and do not spare the cellar. 

Then was no proper lime to talk about Catalina; but the next 
morning I opened the business thus : Friend Scipio, the U^rnis 
w^e are upon entitle me to fair dealing. I have treated you more 
like an equal than a servant, consequently you would be much to 
blame to cheat me on the footing ot a master. Let us, therefore, 
have no secrets towards each otlier. 1 am going to tell you what 
will surprise you ; and you on your part shall give me your sincere 
opinion about the two women with whom you have brouglit me 
acquainted. Ihdween ourselves, 1 suspect tliem to he no better 
tlisu they should be ; wutli so much the more of tlie knave in 
their ooropqshiou, because they aflcct the simpleton. ?f my con- 
jecture be rignt^lhe Prince of Spain has no great reason to be 
deligliAecL^ith my ac'livity ; f ►r I will own to you frankly, that 
it was for him'I spoke to you about a mistress. I brought him 
to see Catalina, and he is over head and ears in love with her. 
Sir, answered Scipio, you have dealt so handsomely by me, that 
I shall act upon the square with you. I had yesterday u private 
int|»rview with the abigail, and she gave me a most entertaining 
history of the family. You shall have it brielly, though it did 
not come briefly to me. 

Catalina was daughter to a sort of gentleman in Arrogon. An 
orphan at fifteen, with no fortune but a pretty fai*c*, slie lent a 
complying oar to an ollicer vsho carried lier off to Toledo, where 
be died in six months, having l)(‘en more like a father than a hus- 
band to her. She collected his effeets togt'ther, consisting of 
their joint wardrobe and three hundred pistoles in ready money, 
and then went to housekeeping with Signora Mencia, who wuji 
still in fashion, though a little on the wane. These sisters, every 
way but in blood, began at length to attract the attention of the 

S olice. The ladies took umbrage at this; and decamped, in 

udgeon for Madrid, whore they have been living for these two 
years, without making any acquaintance in the neighbourhood, 
but now comes the bes^of the joke: they have taken two small 
bouses adjoining each other, with e passage of communication 
through the cellars. Signora Meneia Jives with a servant girl in 
one of these houses, and the officer s ^ idow inhabits the other, 
with an old duenna, whom she passes off’ for her grandmother, 
so that her vft'satile child of nature is sometimes a niece brought 
up by her aunt, and sometimes an orphan under her grandAm’s 
fostering wing. When she enacts the niece, her name is Cata- 
lina ; and when she personates the granddaughter, she calls her- 
self Sirena. 

At the grating sound of Sirena X turned pale, and interrupted 
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Scipio, Baying— What do you tell me ? Alas ! it must be so 
This cursed imp of Arragon is Calderona's charming Siren. To 
be sure she is, answered he, the very same ! I thought you 
would be delighted at the news. Quite the reverse, replied I. 

^ It portends more sorrow than laughter ; do not you anticmate 
the consequences P None of any ill omen, rejoined Scipio. What 
is there to be afraid of P It is not certain that Don llodrigo will 
rub his forehead ; und in case any good-natured friend should 
show it him in the glass, you had better let the minister into the 
secret beforehand. Tell him all the circumstances straightfor* 
ward as they happened ; he will see that there has been no trick 
on your part ; and if after that Calderona should attempt to do 
you an ill office with his excellency, it will be as clear as aaylight 
that he is only actuated by a spirit of revenge. 

Scipio removed all my apprehensions by this advice, which \ ^ 
followed, In acquainting the Duke of Lerma at once with tUs 
unlucky discovery. My aspect, while telling my tale, was sor- 
rowful, and my tone faltering, in evidence of my contrition for 
having unadvisedly brought the prince and "Don'Sodrigo into 
such dose quarters ; but the minister was more disposed to roast 
his favourite than to pity him. Indeed, he ordered me to let the 
matter take its own course, considering it as a feather in Calde- 
rona’s cap to dispute the empire of love with so illustrious a rival, 
and not to be worse used than his lawful prince. The Count de 
Lemos, too, was informed how things stood, and promised me his 
protection, if the first secretaiy should come at the knowledge of 
the intrigue, and attempt to undermine me with the duke. 

Trusting to have secured the frail bark of my fortunes by this 
notable contrivance from the rocks and quicksands that threat- 
ened it, my mind was once more at rest. 1 continued attending 
the prince on his visits to Catalina, sirendike in nature as in 
nickname, who was fertile in quaint devices to keep Don ^drigo 
away from next door, whenever the course of business required 
her to devote her nights to his royal competitor, 
s 

Ch. XIII.— (7i7 Bias goes on personating the great man. He heart news 
gf hit family; a touch of nature on the occasion. A grand quarrel 
with Fabricio. 

I MENTIONED somo time agp, that in the morning there was 
usually a crowd of people in my antichamber, comi^ to negotiate 
little private concerns in the way of politics ; but I woulfnever 
suffer them to open their nusiness by word of mouth ; but adopi- 
iim court precedent, or rather giving myself the airs of a jack in 
office, my language to every suitor was— Send in a memorial on 
the subject. My tongue ran so gliby to that tune, that one day 
I gave my landlord the official answer, when he came to put me ’ 
in mind of a twelvemonth's rent in arrear. As for my butcher 
and baker, they spared me the trouble of asking for their memo- 
rials, by never giving me time to run up a bill. Scipio, who 
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B^i<iked me so exactly, tlmt only those behind the scenes could 
distin^ish the double from the principal performer, lield his 
liead just as hich with the poor devils* who curried favour with 
him, as a step of the ladder to my ministerial patronage. 

There was another foolish trick of mine, of which I do not by 
any means pretend to make a merit ; neither more nor less than 
Ae extreme assurance of talking about the first nobility, just as 
if I had been one of their kidney. Suppose, for example, the 
Duke of Alva, the Duke of Ossuna, or the Duke of Medina 
Sidonia were mentioned in conversation, I called them without 
ceremony, my friend Alva, that good-natured fellow Ossuna, or 
that comical dog Medina Sidonia. In a word, my pride and 
vanity had swelled to such a height, that my father and mother 
were no longer among the number of my honoured relatives. 

*Alas! poor understrappers, I never thought of askiyg whether 
you had subk or were swimming in the Asturias. A thought 
aboi])j; yoij nevdr came into my head. The court lias all the sopo- 
rific virtues, of Lethe, in the case of poor relations. 

My family was completely obliterated from the tablets of my 
memory, when one morning a young man knocked at my door 
and begged to speak with me for a moment in private. lie was 
shown into my closet, where, without asking him to take a chair, 
aif he seemed to be quite a common fellow, I desired to know 
abruptly what ho wanted. How ! Signor Gil Bias P said he, do 
you not remember me? It was in vain that I perused the lines 
of his face over and over again ; I was obliged to tell him fairly 
that ho had the advantage of me. Why, I am one of your old 
schoolfellows ! replied he, bred and born in OViedo j ^rtrand 
Muscada, the grocer’s son, next door neiglibour to your uncle 
the canon. I recollect you as well as if it was but yesterday. 
We have played a thousand times together at blind man’s buff 
and orison bars. 

My youthful recollections, answered I, are very transient and 
confused. Blind man’s buff and prison bars are but childish 
amusement I The burden of state affairs leaves me little tiAe to 
ruminate on the trifles of my younger days. I am cone to Ma* 
drid, said he, to settle^accounts with my father’s correspondent. 
I heard talk of you ! * Folks say ^hat you have a good birth at 
court, and are already almost as lyell off as a Jew broker. 1 
thought I would just call in and say, how d^ye do P On my 
return into the country, your family a ill jump out of their skins 
foHoy, whg^ they hear how famously you are getting on. 

It was impossible in decency to avoid asking how my father, 
my mother, and my uncle stood in the world ; but that duty was 
performed in so gingerly a manner, as to leave the grocer little 
room to compliment dame Nature on her liberal provision of in- 
stinct. He seemed quite shocked at ray indifference for such 
near kindredi and told me bluntly, with his coarse shopman's 

XI 2 
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familiaritv, Methinki you might have rfiown 

natural filing for your kmsfolk ! Why, y<m ask after th^ 

iust aa if they were TOrmin ! Your father and i^her are aWl 

it service; take that in your dish! And the 

Perez, eat up with gout, rheumatism, and old age, has one fwt 

in the grave. People should feel as people ought ; and seeing 

that you are inabi^rth to be a Messing to yow poor ^nte, 

take a friend’s advice, and allow them two hund^ 

year. That will be doing a handsome thing, and making t^ 

Comfortable, and then you mayapend the W 

a good conscience. Instead of being softened by this PJ^ 

ture, I only resented the officiousness of unasked advice. A more 

delicate and covert remonstrance might perhaps have “»«e ito 

impression, but so bold a rebuke only '‘“/‘If ' 

sulky silence was not lost upon him, so that 

himself ouf of charity into downright abuse, my ^ 

overflow. Nay, then! this is too much, answered 1, pa devil 

of a passion. Lit about your business, Master Musc^^ md 

mind your own shop. You are a pretty fellow ty '■e®® J ^ me ’ 

As if I were to be taught ray duty by you. 

parley I handol the grocer out of my closet by the shoulder, 

and sent him off to weigh figs and nutmegs at Oviedo. 

The home-strokes he liad laid on were not lost to my sober re- 
collection. My neglect of filial piety struck home to my he^, 
and melted me^into tears. When I recollected 
childhood was indebted to my parents, what pains 
in my education, these affecting thoughts gave ‘J® 

moment to the still small voice of nature and gratitude ; but the 
laneuage was never translated into solid sense and service. A 
hafitual callousness suectHidcd this transient sensation, and 
remptorily cancelled every obligation of 

many falters besides mine, who will acknowledge this portrait 

°^AvwiiTate ambition, dividing mo between them. 
every trace of my former temper. I lost all my S“®‘y’J!^^ 
absent and moping.-in short, a most unsociable Mimal. Fabricio 
seeing me so furiously bent on accumulation, a^ so P?rfect*y “* 
Snt to him, very rarely came to see me. He could not 
M^one day: In^ truth, Gil Bias, you are quite an al^ 
man.* Before you were about the court, 

mid easy. Now you are U1 agitation and turmoil. Ybufom 
project after projLt to make a fortune, and the more y»^.”^®’ 
the mder yoi^iews of aggrandizement extend. 
the worst! You have no longer that expansion of heart, those 
onen manners which form the charm of friendship. On the con- 
^re v^wrep yourself round, and shut the aveu^ of yom 
St’iC to me! In your very civilities, I detect the viole^ 

•ame Gil Bias whom I once knew. 
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Tott really" have a most hapw talent for bantering, answered 
I, with repulsive jocularity. j6ut this metamorphoBe into the 
shag of a savage is not perceptible tcf myself. Your own eyes, 
replied he, are inseusiblo to the change, because they are t^ei- 
ni^d. But the fact remains the same. Now, my friend, tell me 
fairly and honestly, shall we live together as heretofore P When 
I used to knock at your door in the morning, you came and 
opened it yourself, between asleep and awake, and I walked in 
without ceremony. Now, what a differem'e! You have an 
establishment Qf servants. They keep me cooling iny heels in 
your antichamber ; my name must be sent in before 1 can speak 
U> you. When this is got over, what is my reception? A cold 
inclination of the head, and (he insolent strut of olfn'c. Any one 
would suppose that mv visits were growing troublesome ! Cun 
you suppose this to oe treatment for a man who was once on 
equal terms Vith yonP No, Santillane, it can never no, nor will 
I b^pr i^ylonjfer. Farewcdl ! Let ns part ^without ill blood. 
We shall noth be bettor asunder ; yon w ill get rid of a trouble- 
some censor, and I of a purse-proutl upstart who does not know 
himself. 

I felt myself more exasperated than reformed by Jiis re* 
proaches ; and snflerod Inm to take his departure without the 
slightest effort to overcome his resolution. In the present temper 
of my mind, the friendship of a did not seem a eotch.of 
sufficient importance to break one s heart about its loss. 1 found 
ample amends in the iiitimac^y of some subaiU^ni attendants about 
the king’s person, with whom a similarity of humour had lately 
connectcMi me closely. These new' acquaintance of mine were for 
the most part men from no one knows where, pushed up to their 
appointments more by luck than merit. They had all got inUi 
warm births ; and, wreb'hes as they w ere, nu'osuring their own 
consequence by the excess of royai bounty, forgot their origin as 
scandalously as I forgot mine. We gave ourselves infinite credit 
for what told so much and bitterly to our disgrace. O fortune I 
what a jade you are, to distribute your favours at hap-bazafd as 
you do ! Epictetus was perfectly in tlie right, when he likene'^ 
you to a jilt of fashiop, prowling abmit in masquerade, and ti* 
ping the wink to every blackguard who parades the street. 


• BOOK THE NINTH. 

Ce. I. — Scipio*t ichme of marriage for Gil BUu, The match, a rich 
goldsmith' i daughter. Circumstances connected Unth this speculation* 

OvB eveuiug, on the departure of my supper company, finding 
myself alone with Scipio, 1 asked him what be had been doing 
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that day. Striking a master-stroke* answered he. 'I mtend that 
you should marry. A goldsmith of my acquaintance has an only 
daughter, and I mean to make up a match between you. 

A goldsmith 8 daughter! exclaimed I with a disdainful air: 
are you out of your senses P Can you think of tying me up to a 
trinket-maker P People of a certain character in society, and on a 
certain footing at court, ought to have much higher views of things. 
Pardon me, sir ! rejoined Scipio, do not take the subject up in 
that light. Becollect that nobility accrues by the male side, and 
do not ride a higher horse than a thousand jockeys of quality 
whom I could name. Do you know that the heiress in question 
will bring an hundred thousand ducats in her pocket P Is not 
that a pretty little sprig of jewellery P To the resounding echo 
of so large a sum, my ears were instantly symphonbus. The 
day is youp own, said I to the secretary ; the fortune determines * 
the case in the lady’s favour. When do you mean to put me in 
possession P Fair and softly, sir, answered he, the more haste 
the worse speed. It will be necessary for me first to communi- 
cate the affair to the father, and instil the advantage of it into 
his capacity. Good ! rejoined I with a burst of laughter ; is it 
thereabouts you are P The match is far advanced in its progress 
towards consummation. Much nearer than you suppose, replied 
he. But one hour's conversation with the goldsmith, and I pledge 
myself for his consent. But, before we go any further, let us 
come to an agreement, if you please. Supposing that I should 
transfer a hundred thousand ducats to you, what would my 
commission be P Twenty thousand ! was my answer. Heaven 
oe praised therefore ! said he. I guessed your gratitude at ten 
thousand ; so that it doubles mine in a similar case. Come on 
then ! I will set this negotiation on foot to-morrow morning ; 
f^ndyou may count upon its success, or I am little better than one 
of me foolish ones. 

In fact, he said to me two days afterwards, I have spoken to 
Signor Gabriel Salero, my friend the goldsmith. On the loud 
report of your high desert and credit, he has lent a favour- 
able ear to my offer of you for a son-indaw. You ore to have 
his daughter with a hundred thousand ducats, provided you can 
make it appear clearly that you are in possession of the minister’s 
good graces. Since that is the" case, said I confidently to Scipio, 

I shall soon be married. But,’ not entirely to forget the girl, have 
you seen her P is she pretty P Not quite so nretty as her for^ 
tune, answered he. ^Between ourselves, this heiress^ looks are 
as hard as her cash. Luckily, you are perfectly indifiorent about 
that. Stone blind, by the light of the sun, my good fellow! 
replied I. As for us whimsical fellows about court, we many 
merely for the sake of marrying. When we want beauty, we 
look for it in our friends' wives ; and if, by fates and desses# 
the sweets are wasted on our own, their flavour is so mawkish to 
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Wt )ialE(;e> that there is some merit in their not oarryinir the 
commodity to a foreign market. 

This is not all, resumed Scipio : Signer Gabriel hopes for the 
pleasure of your company to supper this evening. By agreement, 
there is to be no mention of marriage. Ho has invited several 
of his mercantile friends to this entertainment, where you will 
take your chance with the rest, and to-morrow he means to sup 
with you on the same terms. By this vou will perceive his drift 
of looking before he leaps. You will do well to be a little on 
your guard befevre him. Oh ! for the matter of that, interrupted 
1 with an air of confidence, let him scrutinize me as closely as 
he pleases, the result cannot fail to bo in rny favour. 

All t^ happened as it was foretold. I was introduced at the 
^goldsmith’s, who received mo with the fanuliarity of an old ac- 
quaintance. A vulgar do^, but warm ; and as troublesome with 
his civilhy, ds a prude with her virtue. Ho presented me to 
Signqra F^igenfahis wife, and the youthful Gnbriela his daughter. 
I opened wide my budget of compliments, without infringing the 
treaty, and prattled soft nothings to them, in all the vacuity of 
courtly dialogue. 

Gabriela, with submission to my secretary's better taste, was 
not altogether so repulsive j whether by dint of being outra- 
gebusly bedizened, or because I looked at her in the raree-shew 
box of her fortune. A charming house this of Signor Gabriel! 
There is less silver, I verily believe, in the Peruvian mines, than 
under his roof. That metal presented itself to the view in all 
directions, under a thousand different forms. Every room, and 
especially that where we wore entertained, was a fairy palace. 
What a bird’s eye view for a son-in-law ! The old codger, to do 
the thing genteelly, had collected five or six merchants about 
him, all plodding spirit-wearing personages. Their tongues could, 
only talk of what their hearts were set upon ; it was high change 
all supper-time ; but unfortunately w it was at a discount. 

Next night, it was my turn to treat the goldsmith. Not being 
able to dazzle him with my sideboard, I had recourse to another 
artifice. 1 invited to supper such of my friends as made the 
finest figure at court ; jjangers-on of state, noted for the unwieldi- 
ness of their ambition. These fellqws could not talk on common 
topics : the brilliant and lucrative jposts at which they aimed 
were aU canvassed in detail ; this too made its way. Poor count- 
ing-house Gabriel, in amazement at the loftiness of their ideas, 
shr^k into insignificance, in spite of all his hoards, on a com- 
pmon with these wonderful men. As for me, in all the plausi- 
bOi^ of moderation, I professed to wish for nothing more than a 
comfortable fortune ; a snug box and a competence : whereupon 
disse gluttons of the loaves and fishes cried out with one voice 
tint I was wroi^, absolntely criminal ; for the prime minister 
would do anything upon earth for me, and it was on act of dn^ 
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to anoint my fingers with bird-lime. My honoured papa lost not 
a word Df all this ; and seemed, at going away, to take his leave ' 
with some complacency.*' 

Scipio went of course the next morning, to ask him how he 
liked me. Extremely well indeed, answered the knight of the 
ledger; the lad has won my very heart. But, good master 
Scipio, I conjure you by our long acquaintance to deal with me 
as a true friend. We have all our weak side, as you well know. 
Tell me where Signor de Santillane is fallible. Is he fond of 

K does he wench ? On what lay are his si\ug little vices P 
►t fight shy, I beseech you. It is very unkind, Signor Gabriel, 
to put such a question, retorted the go-between. Your interest is 
more to me than my master’s. If he had any slippery propensi- 
ties, likely to make your daughter unhappy, would S ever have # 
proposed ^im as a son-in-law ? The deuce a bit ! I am too mu6h* ^ 
at your service. But, between ourselves, he has but oxe fault ; 
that of being faultless. He is too wise for a young man. So 
much the better, replied the goldsmith ; he is the more like me. 
You may go, my friend, and tell him he shall have my daughter, 
and should have her, though ho knew no more of the minister 
than I do. 

As soon as my secretary had reported this conversation, I flew 
to thank Salero for his partiality. He had already told his mind 
to his wife and daughter, who pve me to understand by their , 
reception, that they yielded without disgust. I carried my father- ' 
in-law to the Duke of Lcrma, whom I had informed the evening 
before, and presented him with due ceremony. His Excellency 
gave him a most gracious reception, and congratulated him on 
having chosen a man for his son-in-law, for whom he himself had 
so great a regard, and meant to do such great things. Then did 
he expatiate on my good qualities, and, in fact, said so much to 
my honour, that honest Gabriel thought he had met w ith the 
best match in Spain. His joy oozed out at his eyes. On part- 
ing, he pressed me in his arms, and said : My son, I am so im- 
nt to see you Gabriela’s husband, that the afiair shall bo 
y settled within a week at latest. « 

Ch. 11 . — In the progrw qf political vacancies'; Gil Bias recollects that 
there is such a man in the world as Don Atphomo de Leyva ; and ren* 
ders Aim <i service from motives of vamty, 

Lbt US leave my marriage to take care of itself for a season. The 
order of events reanires me to recount a service rendered to my 
old master Don Aiphonso. I had entirely forgotten that gentle- 
man’s existence ; nut a circumstance recalled it to my reeol* 
lection. 

The government of Valencia became vacant at this time ; and 
put me ^u mind of Don Aiphonso de Leyva. I considered within 
aijielf that the empioymei t would suit nim to a nicety , and d** 
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tenomed to apply for it on his bohalf. not ao much out of friend- 
ship ai ostentation. If I could but pro(‘urc it for him, it 
would do me innnite honour. 1 told tifb lluke of Lerma that 1 
had been steward to Don Caesar dc Leyva and his son ; and that 
having every reason in the world to feel myself obliged to them, 
1 shomd take it as a favour if he would give the government of 
Valencia to one or other of them. The minister answered ; Moat 
willingly, Gil Bias. I love to see you grateful and generous 
Besides, the family stands very high in my esteem. The Leyvas 
are loyal subjeq^ ; so that the place cannot be better bestowed. 
You may take it as a wedding present, and do what you like 
with it. 

Delighted at the success of my application, I went to Calde- 
rona in a jyodigious hurry, to get the patent made out for Don 
*A1phonso. Tliere was a great crowd, waiting in respectful silence 
till Don died rigo should come and give audience. I^nade my 
way Jhrough, and the closet door opened as if by sympatliy. 
There were no one knows how many military and civil oilicers, 
with other people of consequence, among whom Calderona was 
dividing his attentions. His different reception of different people 
was curious A slight inclination of the head was enough for 
some; others he honoured with a profusion of courtly grimace, 
anti bowed them out of tlie closet. The proportions of civility 
were weighed to a scruple. On the other nand, there were some 
suitors who, shocked at liis cold indifference, cursed in their secret 
soul the necessity for their cringing before such a monkey of an 
idol. Others, on the contrary, were laughing in their sleeve at 
his gross and selLsufhcient air. But the scene w'as thrown away 
upon me ; nor was 1 likely to profit by such a lesson. It was 
exactlv the counterpart of my own behaviour: and I never 
thought of ascertaining whether my deportment was popular or 
offensive, so long as there was no violation of outward respect. 

Don Bodrigo accidentally casting a look towards me, left a 
gentleman, to whom he was speaking, without ceremony, and 
came to pay his respects with the most unaccountable tokens 
of high consideration. Ah, my dear colleague ! exclaimed he, 
what occasion procures me the pleusuro of seeing you here ! Is 
there anything we can* do for yoij F I told him my business ; 
whereupon he assured me, in the most obliging terms, that the 
affair should be expedited within fbur and-twentf hours, l^ot 
satisfied with these overw'helming condescensions, he conducted 
me to the d<^r of his antichamber, w hither he never attended 
any but the nobility of first rank. His farewell was aa flattering 
aa hia reception. 

What ia the meaning of all thia palaver? said I while retreat- 
ing ; has any raven croaked my entrance, and prophesied promo- 
rioA toXalderona by my overthrow? Does he ^ly langoiib 
finr mj Iriendship ? or does he feel the ground giving way under 
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ht8 feet, and wish to save himself by clinging to the branchee of 
my favour and protection P It seemed a moot point, which of 
these conjectures might be the right. The following day, on my 
return, his behaviour was of the same stamp ; caresses and civi- 
lities poured in upon me in torrents. It is true that other people 
who attempted to speak to him, were rumped in exact proportion 
with the blandishments of his face towards me. He snarled at 
some, petrified others, and made the whole circle run the gauntlet 
of his displeasure. But they were all amply avenged by an oc- 
currence, the relation of which may give a gentle hint to all the 
clerks and secretaries on the list of my readers. * 

A man very plainly dressed, and certainly not looking at all like 
what he was, came up to Calderona and spoke to him about a 
memorial, stated to have been presented by himself U* the Duke 
of Lerma. Don Rodrigo, without looking from his clothes, up to’ \ 
his face, said in a sharp, ungracious tone — Who may you happen 
to be, honest manP They called me Francillo ifi my childhood, 
answered the stranger unabashed ; my next style and title was 
that of Don Francillo de Zuniga ; and my present name is the 
Count de Pedrosa. Calderona was all in a twitter at this dis- | 
covery, and attempted to stammer out an excuse, when be found | 
that he had to do with a man of the first quality. Sir, said he to | 
the Count, I have to beg you ten thousand pardons ; but flot 

, knowing wliom I had the honour to I want none of your i 

apologies, interrupted Francillo with proud indignation; they I 
are as nauseous as your rudeness was unbecoming. Recollect 
henceforth, that a minister's secretary ought to receive all de- 
scriptions of people with good manners. You may bo vain enough 
to affect the representative of your master, but the public know 
you for his menial servant. 

The haughty Don Rodrigo blushed blue at this rebuke. Yet 
it did pot mend his manners one whit. On me it made a salu- 
tary impression. I determined to take care and ascertain the 
rank of my petitioners, before I gave a loose to the insolence 
of office, and to inflict torture only upon mutes. As Don Al- 
phonso's patent was made out, I sent it by a purpose messenger, 
wi^ a letter from the Duke of Lerma, announcing the royal 
favour. But I took no notice^ of my own share in me appoint- 
ment, nor even accompanied^ it with a line, in the fond nope of 
announcing it%y word of mouth, and surprising him agreeably, 
when he came to court on occasion of taking the customary oatlui* 

Cs* III.— Pr^aiw/tbiit fitr thi marriage of Git Sloe, h tpoke in the 
wheel of Hgmen, 

And now onoe more for my lovely Ghibriela ! We were to be 
snanied in a week. Preparations were making on both aides foe 
the ceremony. Salero ordered a rich wardrobe for ibf bride, 
•Bid I h^ a waiting^woinan for her, a footman, and a gmUle^ 
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I man nslier of decent asnect and advanced yearn Tlie wliida 
^stablisliment waa proviaed by Scipio, who longed more long* 
iugiy tbim myself for the hour when we4rere tone fingering iht 
fortune, t 

On the evening before the happy day, I was supping with my 
father*in*]AW, the rest of the company ^ing made ^ of uncles, 
aunts, and cousins of either sex and every degree. The nart of 
a supple-visaged son-in-law sat upon nio to perfection. Nothing 
cotdd exceed my profound respect for the goldsmith and his wife, 
or the transports of my passion at Gabriela's feet, while 1 
smoothed my way into the graces of the family, by listening with 
impregnable patience to their witless repartees, and irrational 
ratiocmations. Thus did I gain the great end of all my forbear- 
ance, the njeasure of pleasing my new relations. Kvery indi- 
vidual of tne elan felt himself a foot taller for the honour of my 
allianee. • * * 

The repast ended, the company moved into a large room, 
where*we w^ere entertained with a concert of vocal and instru- 
mental music, not the worst that was ever heard, though the per- 
formers were not selected from the choicest hands at Madrid. 
Some lively airs put us in miud of dancing. Heaven knows whal 
sort of performers we must have been, when they took me for 
thetoryphfiBUs of the ojiera, though I never had but two or three 
lessons from a petty dnneing-raaster, who taught the pages on the ^ 
establishment of the Marchioness dc Chaves. After we nad tired 
our tendons, it was time to think of going home. There was no 
lend of my bows and God-bless-you’s. Farewell, m v dear lou^ 
|in*law, said Salcro as he sciueezed my hand, I shall be at your 
Gboase in the morning with the portion in ready money. You 
^ill be welcome, come when you list, my dear father *in law, 
lanswered 1. Afterwards, wishing the family good night, I 
numped into my carriage, and ordered it to drive homo. 

1 , Scarcely had I got two hundred yards from Signor Gabriers 
(house, when fifteen or twenty men, some on foot and some on 
horae^ck, all w'ith swords and fire-arms, surrounded and stonyed 
the coach, crying out, In the name of our sovereign lord ijte Inna, 
They dragged me out by main force, and thrust me into a hack* 
chaise, when the leader of the party^got in with me, and ordered 
Uie driver to go for Segovia. There could be no ^)iibt but the 
honest gentleman by my side was an hlguazil. 1 wdnted to know 
something about the cause of my arrest, but he answered in the 
language of riiose gentry, which is very bad language, that he 
brother things to do than to satisfy my impertinent curiosity. 

1 suggested that he might have mistaken his mim. No, n(>» re* 
torted he, the fool is wiser than that. You ar^ Signor de Santil* 
lane ; in case you are to go alcuig with me. Not being 
sUe to that fact, it became an act oi prudence to hold my 
dengue. Iccf the remainder of the night we traveised Ms fti gr 
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narez in solkjr silence, changed horses at Colmenar, and arrived 
the next evening at Segovia, where the lodging provided for me 
was in the tower. ^ 


Ch. rV. — rAe treat$nent of Gil Blat in th^ iower of Segovia, The cam 
^ qf hit impritonment 

Thbib first favour was to clap me up in a cell, where they left 
me on the straw like a criminal, whose only earthly portion was 
to oyer his dying speech in solitude. I pasied the night, 
not iii' bewailing my fate, for it had not yet present!^ itself in all 
its aggravation, but in endeavouring to divine its cause. Doubts 
less it mus t have been Calderona’s handy work. And yet though 
his branching honours might have presst'd thick upon his senses, 
1 could not conceive how the Duke of Lerma could have been 
indubed to treat me so inhumanly. Sometimes 1 apprehended 
my tp have been without his excellency's knowledge ; at 
othei^ times I thought him the contriver of it, for some poli- 
ticidireascms, such as weigh wiih ministers when they sacrifice 
their aooompUces at the shrine of state policy. ' 

My mind was vibrating to and fro with these various conjec- 
ture^ when the dawn peeping in at my little grated window, pre- 
sented to my sight all the horror of the place where I was con- 
finedk Ihen did I vent my sorrows without ceasing, and my 
^ eyes became two springs of tears, flowing inexhaustibly at tlto 
remembrance of my prosperous state. Fending this paroxysm of 
grief, a turnkey brought me my day's allowance or bread and 
Wftter. He looked at me, and on the contemplation of my tear- 
bespfmkled visage, gaoler as he was, there came over him a sen« 
timent. of pity x Do not des^ir, said he. This l^e is Toll of 
crosses, but mind them not. You are young ; aftm these days, 
you IHU' live to see better. In the mean time, eat. at the king's 
me8si;with what appetite you may. 

My coipforteF withdrew with this quaint invitation, answered 
by my groans and tears. The rest of the day was spent in cursing 
my v^Ward desti^, without thinking of my empty stomach. 
As ib'r Ahe toyal morsel, it seemed more like the message of 
wrath than the boon of benevolence : the tantalizing protraction 
of pain, rather than the solace of affliction. 

Night cai^, and with it the rattle of a key in my keyhole. 
Mydungeoff door opened, and in came a man with a wax-light 
in nis htmd. He advanced towards me, saying — Signor Gil 
behold in me one of your old friends. I am l^n Andrew de 
TordesiUat, in the Arenbishop of Grenada's sernee while you 
enjoyed that prelate’s favour. You may recollect engagiiig his 
inteKst in my behalf, ^d thereby procuring me a poet SiMexico ; 
but instead cf embarlmg for the Indies, I stopped in the town 
of Meant There I married the governor’s ^ughter, and by a 
siiiee of adventures of which you shall hereaftoMiare the parti^ 
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eulMS. I am now warden of this tower. It is expressly fwbidden 
rae tqMe^yon speak to any living soul, to give you any Utter 
■>d (hai^' straw, or any other sustenanoeethan bread and water, 
ut besides that your misfortunes interest my humanity, you 
ave done me service, and gratitude countervails the harshness 






cruBlt]^» out it is mjr better purpose to soften the riffour of your 
oaptiTitj. Gtet up and followr me. 

oogh my humane keeper was entitled to some acknowledg- 
faent, mv spirits were so affected as to interdict my speech. 3l 
[ I could do was to attend liim. Wo crowssed a court, and mounted 
r a narrow staircase to a little room at the top of tlic^ tower. It 
( cas no small surprise, on entering^ o find a table with lights on 
neatly set out witli covers for y >. They will servo up imme* 
5®ately, 8aidT.Wdesillas. We ax, going to sup together. This 
Jsnug re^rast is appointed for your lodging ; it will agitn) better 


I At first you will care little for prospoc’ts ; but when time shLi 
I u'? your keener sensations into a composed melan» 

gholy, It will be a pleasure to feast your eyes on such engaging 
ftcencs. Then, os for linen and other necesHaries befitting a 
wciutomed to the comforts of lif(% they shall be always at your 
B^wice. Your bed and board shall be such us you could wish* 


w vuumge, ana rciumea ray uest tiianics, assuring him that 
^his jenerous conduct restored me to life, and that 1 hoped at 
some time or other to find an opportunity of testifying my gratU 
tu^. To be sure ! and wliy should you not P answered he. 
fancy yourself a prisoner fur life ? N othing less likely ! 

f uld lay a wager that you will be released in a very few 
What say you, Signor Don Andrew? exclaimed •!. 
ely you are acquainted with the occasion of my^misfor* 
ou guess right, replied ho. The alguasil who brought 
sr told me the whole story in conmlence* The king# 
hat the Count de Lemos and you were in the habit of 
the Prince of Spain by niiflit to a bouse of su^cious 
» as a pumshment for your loose morals, has banished 
Ip sent you hither, to be treated in the style of which 
haA specimen. And how, said I, did tnat eiretun* 
me to the king's knowledge P That is what I am most 
> ascertain. And that, answered he, ,is preeiseljr what 
did not tell, apparently because he did not kaow* 

Af Wi epoch of our oonrersation, the senrants hi 

when ereiyUiing was set in order, TordesiUas emU 
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away the attendants, not wishing our conversation to be over- 
heard. He shut the door, and we took our seats opposite to 
eaeh^other. Let us say grace, and fall to, said he. Y^our appe- 
tite ought to be good after two days of fasting. Under this im- 
pression he loaded my plate as if he had been cramming the craw 
of a starveling. In fact, nothing was more likely than that I 
should play the devil among the ragouts ; but what is likely does 
not always happen. Though my mtestines were yearning for 
aupport, their staple stuck in my throat, for my heart loalhed all 
pleasurable indulgence in the present state of my affairs. In 
vain did my warden, to drive away the blue 'devils, pledge me 
continually, and expatiate on the excellence of his wine ; im- 

S eriahable nectar would have been pricked according to the fasti - 
ious report of my palate. Tlys being the case, he went another^, 
way to work, and told me the story of liis marriage, with as muohl 
humour ^as such a subject would admit. Hero he was still less 
successful. So wandering was my attention, that before the end, 

1 had forgotten the beginning and the middle. Sit length lie 
was convinced that there was no diverting my gloomy thoughts 
for that evening* After finishing his solitary supper, he rose 
from table, saying : Signor de Santillanc, I shall leave you to your 
repose, or rather to the free indulgence of your own reVeries. 
But, take my word for it, your misfortune will not be of long 
continuance. The king is naturally good. When his anger i 
shall have passed away, and your deplorable estate shall occur to ' 
his milder thoughts, your punishment will appear sufficient in ' 
his eyes. With these words, my kind-hearted gaoler went down 
stairs, and sent the servants to take away. even the brass ^ 

candlesticks were left behind ; and I went to bed by the palpable' I 
darkness of a glimmering lamp suspended against the wall. 

Ch. V. — Hit r^ctiom brfore ht went to tkep that night, and the noite 
that waked him. 

Two hours at least were my thoughts employed on what Torde- 
sillas had told me. Here, then, am I, for having lent myself to 
the pleasures of the heir-apparent ! It was certainly not having 
my wits about me, to nanoer for so young a prince. Therem 
consists my crime ; haa he been arrived at a more knowing age, 
the king perhaps might onl/ have laughed at what has now made 
him so angry. But who tan have given such counsel to the 
monarch, without dre^mg the prince's resentment or the Duke 
of Lerma's t That minister will doubtless take anmle vengeance 
for his nephew the Count de Lemos. How can me king have 
made the aiscovery P That is above my comprehension. 

This last was the eternal burden or my song. But thd idea 
most afflictive to my mind, what drove me to dtespair, and laid 
j|<»nd-Iike h<dd upon my fan< 7 , was the unquestioned plondO* of 
my effects. My strong box, exclaimed I, my dear wealHi, what 
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beoQme of youP Into what hands have you fallen? Alas' 
Kstt are lost in less time than you were gained ! The ruinous 
mnfttf'OU of my household was the perpetual death’s-head of my 
Htnaj^lion. let this wilderness or melancholy ideas sheltered 
from absolute distraction ; sleep, which had shunned my 
wretched straw, now paid his readier visit to my soft and gentle- 
manly couch. Watc^g and wine, too, imparted a strong nar- 
cotic to his nopnies. My slumbers were profound ; and to all 
ap^mnoe, tne day might have peeped in upon my repose, if 1 
had hot been awakened all at once by such sounds as rarely per- 
forate a prison wall. I heard the thrum of a guitar, accompany* 
ing a man's voice. My whole attention was absorbed ; but the 
invisible musician paused, and left the fleeting impression of a 
dream. An instant afterwards, mv car was soothed with the 
.'^pund of th^same instrument, and the same voice. 

• 

* Wisely the ant against poor winter hoards 
The dtock which summer's wealth affords ; 

*Iq grasshoppers, that must at autumn die, 

How vain were such an industry? 

Of love or fortune the decuitlul light 
Might half excuse our cheated sight. 

If It of life the whole srimil time would stay, 

And be our sunshine all the day/ 

These verses, which sounded as if they had been sung expressly 
‘ for the dirge of my dejparted hapjjiness, vrere only an aggra- 
vation of my feelings. The truth of the sentiment, said I, is b\it 
too well exemplified in mo. The meteor of court favour has but 
plnngedme in substantial darkness ; the summer sunshine ofam- 
oitiou is quenched in these autumnal glooms. Now did I sink 
again into cold and comfortless meditation ; my miseries began 
to flow afresh, as if they fed and grew upon their own vital stream. 
Yet my wailings ended with the night; and the first rays which 
played upon my chamber w^all, amused my mind into composure. 
I got up to open my window, and let the vivid air of moroflig 
into my room. Then I glanced over the country, so attwiotively 
depicted in the descrip^n of my keeper. It did not seem to 
justify his panegyric. The Erdma, 4 second Tagus in my mag- 
nifying fancy, was little better than q brook. Its flowery banks 
were fringed with nettles, and arrayed in all the majesty of 
thisries ; we delicious vale in this faiiy prospect was a barren 
vrilderness, qptamed by human labour. It therefore was very 
evident that my keener sensations were not yet softened into 

r • To have suhitituted, with a slight variation, thws two stanw fbm 
SowImt far a translation of tho oommon-plaoe eonnlet in the onglnali will 
not be thong^t to require any a^io^« They aeoenaiily iavriie 
the oonsequent refleotions of oar hero. TBAireuiio«» 
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such a composed melancholy, as could give any but a jaundicsjl 
colouring to the landscape. ^ j 

I began dressing, an^had already half finished my toilet, when 
Toritesillas ushered in an old chambermaid, laden with shirts 
and towels. Signor Gil Bias, said he, here is your linen. D?' not 
be saving of it ; there shall always be as many changes as you 
can possibly want. Well now ! and how have you passed the 
night? Has the drowsy god adminigtered his anodyne? I could 
have slept till this time, answered I, if I bad not been awakened 
by a voice singing to a guitar. The cavalier who has disturbed 
your repose, resumed he, is a state prisoner ; and his chamber is 
contiguous to yours. He is a knight of the military order o| 
Calatrava, and is a very accomplished person. His name is Hon 
Gaston de Cogollos. You may meet as often as vou like, aD(^ 
take your meals together. It will afford reciprocSl' cpnsola^}^^ 
to compare your fortunes, There can be no doubt of J:;oi?f being' 
agreeable to one another. I assured Hon Andrew lio‘^ sensible | 
I was of his indulgence in allowing me to blend’ my sprrows with j 
those of my fellow sufferer; and, as I betrayed some impatiencoj 
to be acquainted with him, our accommodating warden met myj 
wishes on the very same day. He fixed me to dine with Bon 
Gaston, whose prepossessing physiognomy and symmetry ol 
feature struck me sensibly. Judge what it must have beeij, to 
make so strong an impression on eyes accustomed to encounter 
the dazzling exterior of the court. Figure to yourself a man 
fashioned in the mould of pleasure ; one of those heroes in ro- 
mance, who has only to shew iiis face, and banish the sweet sleep 
from the eyelids of princesses. Add to this, that nature, who is ( 
generally bountiful with one hand and niggardly with the other, 
uad crowned the perfections of Cogollos with wit and valour. He ! 
was a man, whose like, take him tor all in all, we might not soon j 
look upon again. 

If this fine fellow vi as miglitily to my taste, it was my good 
luck not to be altogether offensive to him. He no longer sang at J 
night for fear of annoying me, though I begged him by no means 1 
to restrain his inclinations on my account. A bond of union is f 
soon fottaed between brethren in misfortune. A close frien^hip 
succeeded to mere acquaintance, and strengthened from day to 
day, The liberty of uninterrupted intercourse contributed 
greatly to our mutual support ; our burden became lighter by 
division. 

One day after dinner, I went into his room, just as he was 
tuning his guitar. To hear him more at my ease, I sat down on j 
the odv stool ; while he, recUning on his bed. played a pathetic I 
air, and sang to it a ditty, eiroressing the despair of a lover and 
the cruelty of his mistress. When he had finished, I said to him 
with a smile, Sir knight, such strains as these could never be 
applicable to your own successes with the fair. You were not 
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P ie to eope with female repulse. You think too well of me« 
wered he. The verses you have just heard were composed 
it my own case ; to soften a heart of adamant. You must hear 
story, and in niy story, my distresses. 

Ch. VI.— //w/ory of Dm Gasfon de Vogollot and Donna Helena de 

(ialisito. 

It will be very soon four years since I left Madrid to po and 8c<' 
ray aunt Donna Eleonora de Laxarilla at Coria : she is one of 
the richest dowi^rers in Old Castile, witli myself for her only 
leir. Scarcely liad I within lier doors, ^^llen love invaded 
ny repose. The windows of my room faced tli<» latti<'e of a lady 
iving opposite : but tin* street was narrow, and her Ijlinds per- 
vious to tiie*eye. It was an opportunity too delicious to be lost ; 
Igldl found iiiy iit'iglibour so lovely that my heart was captivated. 
Jlie subject of my senlry-waleh could not be mislalA'ii. She 
5arked it well ; but she was not a girl to glory in the detection, 
Jill less to thicourag(’ my fooleries. 

f It was natural to eiujuire the name of this mighty conqueror. 
I learnt it to be Donna il(‘lena, only dangliier of Don G(‘orgo do 
palisteo, lord of a large domain near Coria. She had iiinuinorabh? 
bflers of marriage ; ljut lier father rtqmlHcd them all, because he 
meaftt to bestow her hand on his nephtwv, Don Austin dc OH- 
^licra, w'lio had uninterrupted access to Ins cousin wliile the 
settlements were ju’cparing. Hiis was no bar to my hop<*H : on 
;he contrary, it whetted my (‘agerness : and th(‘ insolent pleasure 
)f supplanting a favoured rival was, perhaj)s, at bottom equally 
ny motive with a more noble passion.. My visual artillery was 
)b8tinately planted again.st my unyielding fair. Her attendant 
Feliciitwas not without the ineeiise of a glance, to soften her 
igid constancy in my favour ; w hile nods and becks stood for 
he current coin of language. Jlut all these efforts of gallantry 
5^ere in vain — the maid was impregnable like lier mistress— never 
’'as there sucli a pair of cold and cruel ones. 

The commerce of the eyes being so until rifty, I had recourse 
0 different agents. My scouts were on the watch to l^unt out 
'hat acquaintance Felicia miglit have in town. Tlu^y discovered 
a old lady, by name Tficodora, to be her most intimato friend, 
ad that they often met. Delighted at the intelligence, 1 went 
oint blank to Theodora, and engag^jd her by presents in my 
iterest. She took my cause up iieartily, proimscd to contrive 
a interview jbr me with her friend, and kept her engagement 
10 very nexMiay. 

X am no longer the wretch of yesterday, said I to Felicia, since 
yanfferings have melted you to pity. How, deep is m debt 
5 your fi^^nd for her kind interference in my behalf. Sir, an* 
she, Theodora can do w’hat she pleases with me. She has 
caught me over to your side of the question ; and if 1 can do 
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TOO a kindness, you shall soon be at the summit of your wishes , 
out, with all my partiality in your favour, I know not how fai 
my efforts may be suec^sful. it would be cruel to mislead your 
the prize will not be gained without a severe conflict. The ODjeet 
of your passion is betrothed to another gentleman, and her cha« 
racter most inauspicious to your desi^s. Such is her pride, and 
so closely locked are her secrets within her own breast, that if, 
by constancy and assiduities, you coidd extort from her a few 
sighs, fancy not that her haughty spirit would indulge your ears 
with their music. Ah ! my dear Felicia, exclaimed I m an agony, 
why will you thus magnify the obstacles in lAy way P set 
them in array will kill me. Lead me on with false hopes, if you 
will ; but do not drive me to despair. With these words I took 
one of her hands, -pressed it between mine, and slid a^,diumond on 
her finger value three hundred pistoles, with such a moving oem' 
pliment its made her weep again. • * 

Such speeches and corresponding actions deserved some scan^ 
comfort. She smoothed a little Uie rugged path of lov^. SirJ 
said she, what I have just been telling you need not quite quench 
your hope. Your rival, it is true, is in possession of the ground.* 
ne comes back and fore as he pleases. He toys with her aii 
often as he likes, but all that is m your favour. The habit of 
constant intercourse sheds a languor over their meetings. They 
part without pain, and come together without emotion. One 
would take them for man and wife. In a word, my mistress has 
no marks of violent love for Don Austin. Besides, in point of 
person, there is such a diflerence between you and him as can* 
not fail to catch the eye of a nice observer like Donna Helena. 
Therefore do not be cast down. Continue your particular at- 
tentions. You shall have a second in me. I shall let no oppor- 
tunity escape of pointing out to my mistress the merit of all your 
exertions to please her. In vain shall she intrench herself behind 
reserve. In spite of guard and garrison, I will ransack the mils* 
ter-roll of her sentiments, 

jNow were piy open attacks and secret ambuscades more fiercely/ 

f iint^d^ainst the daughter of Dun George. Among the rest, 
entertained her with a serenade. After the concert, Felicia, to 
sound her mistress, begged to know hbw slie had been enter- 
tained. The singer had a good voire, said Donna Helena. But 
liow did you like the wofdsP replied the abiguil. I scareek 
noted them, returned the l^y ; the music engrossed my whoh 
attention. The poetry excited as curiosity as its authoTi \ 
If that is the case, exclaimed the chai^ '^Jtjmaid, po^ Don Qutm I 
de CogoHos is reckoning without his a miserable spend* f 

thrift of his glances, to be always ogl8|Vat our lattiee-worit. ^ 
Perhaps it may not be he, said the mistress with petrifying in* 
dhSerence, but some other spark, annoimcmg his j^ion hy tins 
concert. Excuse me, answered Felicia, it is Don Gaston hiniisU^ 
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iooosted me this mommg in the street, and implored me to 
you how he adored, in defiance of^ oor rigorous repulses : 
|Sat th^ he should esteem himself the most blest (»f mortals, if 
you would allow him to soothe his desponding thoughts by all 
tha most delicate and impassioned attentions. Jud|;e now if I 
can be mistaken, after so open an avowal. 

Don Greorge's daughter changed countenance at once, and said 
to her servant W'ith a severe frown. You might well have dis- 
pensed with the relation of this imperiinent discourse. Bring 
me no more such •idle tales ; and tell this young mtidman, when 
next he accosts you, to play oflThii^ shallow urtidees on some more* 
accommodating fool; but, at all events, lei )nm choose a more 
gentlemanly^ n*creation than that of lounging oil day iit his win* 
and prying into the privacy of my apartment. 

This •message was faitlifully delivered at my next jpterview 
with Felicia, who assured me that her mistress’s modes of speerli 
were not to^lm taken in their liUTal construction, but that my 
affairs were in the best |K)Shihle train. For my part, being little 
read in the science of e(Kjuetry. and finding no favourable sense 
on the face of the author's original words, I was half out of hu- 
mour with the wire-drawn comments of the critic. She laughed 
at igy misgiving, and asked her friend for |)<*n, ink, and paper, 
saying: Sir knight of the diileful countenance, write imraeniaUdy 
to Donna Helena aa dolefully as you hK>k. Make echo ring with 
your sufferings ; outsigh the river’s murmur; and, above all, let 
rocks and woods resound \^ith the prohibition of anpearing at 
your window. Then jiawn your existence on obeying her, though 
without the possibility ever to redeem the jiledge. Turn all that 
nonsense into pretty 8t*iitenc4?s, as you gay deceivers so well know 
ow to do, ana leave the rest to me. Thi* event, I fiat ter myself, 
ill redound more than you are aware to the honour of ray pene* 
ution. 

He must have been a strange lover, viho would not Imvc pro. 
ted by 60 opportune an occasion of writing to his minlress. My 
lUer was couched in tlie most pathetic UTins. Felicia smiled at 
I contents; and said, that if the women knew the art%)f irifa- 
istiag men, the men m return ha<l borrowed their infiuenee 
rer women from the arch w heedlw himself. My privy ooim. 
lUor took the note, and went hacl^ to Don George’s, with a 
)ecial injunction that my windows should be fast shut for some 
nays. * 

Madam, udd she, going up to Donna Helena, I met Don 
Oaaion. He must ne^s endeavour to come round me with his 
flattering speeches. In tremulous accents, like a culprit pleading 
against his sentence, he begged to know w hether I had spoken 
to yon on his beludf. Then, in prompt and faithful compliance 
wita your orders, I snapped up tue words out of his moutlu To 
he sore, my tongue did run at a fine rate against him. I called 
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him all manner of names, and left him in the street like a stocks 
staring at my termagant; loquacity. I am delighted, answered 
Donna Helena, that you have disengaged me from that trouble*^ 
some person. But tliere u as no occasion to liave snubbed him 
so unmercifully. A creature of your degree should always ke^ 
a good tongue in its mouth. Madam, replied the domestic, one 
cannot get rid of a determined lover by mincing one’s words, 
though it comes to much the same thing when one flies into a 
passion. Don Gaston, for instance, was not to be? Inillied out of 
liis senses. After having given it him on lioth sides of his 
ears, ns I told you, I went on that errand of yours to the liouae 
of your relation. Tin? lady, as ill-lutdc \vo\ihl have it, kept me 
longer tiuin she ought. I say longer tlnin sIk^ ought, because 
plague and torment met me on inv ret uni. Who the deqee , 
would hn^o tliought of seeing him? It ])ut me all in a Uvitter*; 
but then my tongue, wlueh at other times is apt to be in*a twitter, 
stuck motionless in my moutii. While my tongue st^ek motion- 
less in my mouth, what did he do? He sliil a paper into my 
liand wiiliont giving mo time to consider whether I should take 
it or no, and made off in a moment. 

After this introduetion, she drew' my letter from under her 
stays, and gave it w ith half a banter to her mistress, w ho .aflejted 
to read it in humorous scorn, but digest i‘d tiu' contents most 
greedily, and then ])ui on the starch, uflendcd prude. In good 
earnest, Felicia, said she with all the gravity she could assume, 
you w ere extremely off your guard, (juile howildcrcd and fasci- 
nated. to have taken the charge of sueli mi cpistlt*. What con- 
struction would Don Gaston pul upon it ? What must I think 
of it myself ? You give me reason, by tins strange behaviour, 
to mistrust your Ihlelity . w liile he must suspect me of cucouraj^ng 
his odious suit, Alas ! lie may, ]ieriian9, lay that llatlering 
unction to his soul, tiiat my love is legil>le in these characters, 
and not his trespass, ('tnly consider how' you lay my towering 
pr^de. Oh ! quite tlio rever.se, maihun, answ ered llie Tieltieoated 
pleader; it is impossible for him to llunk that ; and if he did. he 
would soon be eonviueed with a flea in his car. I shall. telVhini. 
when next we meet, that I have (leliv<^cd his letter, ll(A|L you 
glaneed at the superscription with petrify ing indifferent!?, and 
then, without reading a word, tore it into ten thousaiui pieces. 
You may swear that I dyl not read it w ith a safe conscience, re- 
plied Donna Helena. T shouUl he pu/./.led to retrace a single 
sentiment. Don George's daughter, not contents^ with these 
words, suited the aeliou to them, tore my letter, and imposed 
silence on my advocate. 

As I had pronused no longer to play (he lover at my window, 
the farce of obedience was kept up for several days. Ogling 
being interdicted, my courtship was doomed to enter in at my 
Helena's obdurate ears. One night 1 attended under her bnl** 
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cony witli muaieians ; the first biirsi of the sercmule wore already 
fdayingv when a awaggoring blade, sword in hand, nished \n 
upon our harmony, laving about him lo the right and loft, to 
the utter distomfilnro of the tr4H)|». Suoh mad warfare fired iny 
tilting propensities to eipial fury. Tlie ail ray became aerioua. 
Donna Helena and her maid \Aere disi\irlK‘d by the elasU of 
awords. 'I'hey looked out at their lalliee, and saw two men en- 
gaged. Their cries roused lK*n (b*orge and his servants. The 
whole neighhonrhcHid ^^as asHMuhleii to pari the eomhatauta. 
But they came tpo late *. on the field of h:»ltle, bathed in his own 
blood and almost lifeiess, lay my unfortunate hodv. They car- 
ried me to my aunt'a, and scut for the best Niirgi«'a( aasistunce in 
the »)a<v\ 

All the tjorhl was meri iful. and w islied me well, especially 
' Ddunt^ Helena, n hose heart wa^ non unmasked. Her foreed 
aoverity yiehled to her natural fei^liiigs. Would you Relieve itP 
Thccyld. relentless, iiihen.Hihie, uas kindled into the warmest of 
lovc*8 voLaftes. She wr-rc out llu' remainder of the night in 
weeping with her iaithful eonlhlante, and giving her (Hmsin, Don 
Austin de Olighera. to perdition: for him they taved witli the 
plotted massaere, and the hill w:w a true one. He could hide 
Iiis heart as wfdl as liis4‘ou«iii ; lu* therefore walelu'd my motions, 
without s(‘emiiig to susjieel tlu in; and faneving them not to be 
without a eorropondiiig iinpube, he n'Holve<l not to be siierificed 
with imjmnity. The neimleiit was an awkwanl one to me, hut it 
ended in <iverpuwering raj^ture- Dniigfious as my wound was, 
the surgeons siwui brought me about. 1 was still eonlined U 
my clmmher, wln ii my aunt, Donna Kli*onuni, went pver to Don 
George, and m.'ide proposals fir Donna lli-lena. He eon sen ted 
the more readily to 1 he murri;ige, as In* ne\er experted to see 
Don Austin again. Tlie gnnd ohl man waj> afraid of his daughter's 
not liking me, he4*fin-e e'»u.Hin Olighera Iitul kept lier company ; 
but she was so traetahle to the parental behest, as to furnish 
grounds for hebcMiig that m Spain, m. in other eouiitries, tlie 
apecii* 0 , not tin* imli\ iilmd, is the object with tin* se x. • 

Felicin, at our iirst pruute meeting, eomniunieated 4he emo- 
tions of iier niistre.ss onjiiv n^i^for(ulle. Now, liLeanotlier Paris, 
I thought Troy well lost for my Helen, and blessed tin* happv 
consequences of my w uuiid. Don Gc*orge allowed me to speak 
with his daughter In presence of her attendant. \N hat a heaven! v 
interview! 1 begged and prayed lii# lady so eariiestly to tell 
me whether Jicr sufi’eranei* of my vow« was fort*ed upon her by 
her father, tuat sliest length confessed her ohedn*iice to he in 
unison with her iuelinations. After m delicious a declaration, 
my w*bole soul was given up to love and pleasurable gratifica* 
tions. Our nuptials were to be graccnl by a magnificent pro* 
eesaiou of all the principal people in Coria and the neiglibcmr* 
iwod. 
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Jcnovledge tlie pix>weM of my who wm a conattmmate 

master 01 fencing. My life was exposed to the greatest possible 
dasger. Nevertheless, as the strong iis often vanquished by the 
weak, mY'^rival, in spite of all his science, received a tnnist 
through ine heart, and fell a lifeless corpse. 

I immediately returned, and told a confidential servant what 
had happened, requesting him to take horse and acquaint my 
aunt, beiore the officers of justice could get intelligence of the 
event. He was also to obtain from her a supply of money and 
jewels, and theq join me at the first inn as you enter PlasenciH. 

All this was performed witliin three hours. Donna EliHUiom 
rather trill m{>l led than mourned over a catastrophe, wliiclt restored 
ray injured honour ; and senl me large remittances for my travels 
abroad, til^tbe affair had blown over. 

“NoJ to dwell on indifferent circumstances, suifice it tosiiy, that 
1 embaiiced for Italy, and e({iiip}>f*d myself ao as to make a rc- 
specUble figure* at the several courts. 

mile ? was endeavouring to beguile the weary hours of ab- 
sence, Helena w as weeping at homo from the same cause. Instead 
of joining in the family resimtmenl, her heart was panting fora 
compromise, and for my speedy return. 8ix months had already 
elapsed, and I firmly lielieve that her constancy would have biH»n 
pifiof against the truck of time, had time been seconded by no 
more powerful ally. Don Bias de Comhados, a genttenmn from 
the westiTii c<uist of Galicia, came to Ciirla, to take possession of 
a rich inheritance unsurcessfullv contested by a near relation. 
He liked that c<iuntry so much better than his own, that he made 
it his princijial residence. Comhu'los was a personable man. His 
nvinners were gentle and weihhn'd, his conversation most insinu- 
atifig. Willi suc h a passport, he s<»on got into the best company, 
and Knew nil tlie family coiiccnisof the place. 

It was not long before be heard of Don (ieorge’s dangliter, and 
of her extraordinary beauty. This touched his curio-^ily nearly ; 
ho was eager to behold so formidable a liuly. For this purpose, 
he endeavoured to w orm himself into the go<xl graces of# her 
father, and succeeded so wei), that the. old gentlemryi already 
looking on him as a sqp-in law*, gave him free admission to tlio 
house, and the liberty of conversing w itli Donna Helena in his 
presence. The Galician soon became deejdy enamoured of her : 
indeed it w as the common fate of ’all who hud ever beheld her 
oharmi. He opened his heart to Don George, w ho consc*ntcd to 
bis payin^is addresses, but told him that so far from offering 
violence t^er inclination, he should never interfere in her choice. 
Hereupon Don Bias press^ every device that imiNuisioncd inge- 
nuity could suggest into his service, to melt ^nd warm the icicles 
of reserve ; but the lady w as inqienetrable to his arts, fast bound 
in the fetters of an eui^r love. Felicia, however, was in 1 be new 
suitor's interest, convinced of his merit by the universnl effu* 
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rncnt All the faculties of her soul were called forth in his calj|j|^ 
On the other hand, the father urged his wishes and intreatiH^ 
Thus was J)onna Helena tormented for a w hole year with theirV 
iraporUinitieK, and yet her faith continued urisliaken. 

I'ornhados finding that Don George and Felicia took up his 
cause w ith very little N\iceess, proposed an expedient for conquer* 
ing prejudice to the following effect. We will suppose ameremant 
of Coria to have received a letter from his Italian correspondent, 
in which, among the news of the day, there shall l)e the follow- 
ing paragraph : “ A Sjv'inish g<*ntlernan, Don C^sion de Gogol- 
loH. luiH lately arrived at the court of Parma. Il<i is said to be 
neplu'W and sole heir tt) a rich widow of Coria. He is pacing his 
addn*HMes to a nohhunan’s daughter; but tlie family wwlies to 
ase(‘rtaifi the validity of his pretensions. Send me \\f)rd, there- 
fore, whether you know this Don Gaston, together wijh the < 
jiniount o#his aunt’s fortune. On your answer tho marwage will 
tlepeiul. l^inim day of, &e.’* 

The old gejitleman eonsidered tliis trick as a mere ffbullition of 
humour, a lawful stratagcun of amorous warfare ; and the jade of 
a god>(‘tweeii,wi(h conscience still more callous tlian her masters, 
was delighted with the probability of the niameuvre. It seemed 
to be so much the more hajipily imagined, as they knew' Helena 
to bt‘ a proud girl, capable of taking decisive measures, in the 
moment of surprise and indignation. Don (n'orge undertook to 
be thi' herald ot my fickleness, and by way of <*olouring tho con- 
trivance more naturally, to confront tne pretended corres})ondent 
with her. This project was e.v'ccuted as soon as formed. The 
fatlier, with counterfeit emotions of clisplca8un\ said to Donna 
Helena: Daughter, it is not enough now to tell you that qur 
reliuions inveigh against an alliance w'itli Don Austin s murderer ; 
a still strongiu' roast ui luuieeforw'ard pres.ses, to detach you from 
I )on Gaston. It may well overwhelm you with shame, to have 
been ids dupe so long. Hero is uii undeniable proof of his in- 
constancy. ()iily read this letter ju.st received by a mereliant of 
Coiia from Italy. The trembling Helena caught at this forged 
paper ; danced v)ver the writing; then weighed every expression, 
and stwd aglia.st at the import of the wljole. A keen pang of 
disapjmintinent WTung from hpr a few reluctant tears ; but pride 
came to her assistance; she wnped away the falling drops of weak- 
ness. and said to lier fatherin a detoriuined tone ; Sir. you liave 
just been w it ness of my foUv > now' bear testimony to my triumph 
over myself. The delusion is past; Don Gaston is object <A 
my utter contempt. I am ready to meet Don Bias ^ the altar, 
and bo betbrehauvl with the traitor in the pledge of our trana* 
forred affections. Don George, transported w'ith joy at this ' 
ehaiige, embraced his daughter^ extollea her spirit to the tides, 
and hastened the necessary preparatioaSi with all the 
placen^y of a Buccessfil plotter. 
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, jww waa Donna Helena ani^tched from me, Slie threw hcraelf 
arms rf Corabadoa in a not listening; to the aeerta 
'‘‘Wmiters of love within her nor suapeetin^ a Htory whieb 

ought to Imvc acciaed «o imurolmble in flie annals of true paa^ion. 
The haughty are alunys the vielims of thejrown nish conclu- 
sions. Keaentmcnt of insulted beauty triuinplted \Oiolly over 
the Buggcstioni of tenderness. And vet, a few days afU't 
marriat^e, there came over Iut some feelin;:^ id* remorse for her 
precipitation : it struck )ier tliat ilie letter ini^ht have been a 
ior;(erv : and tlie very possibility disturbed her peace. But the 
enamoured DoibHIas left his wife no time to nurse up thou^dita 
injurious to their new-found joys ; a HUei‘e>Mon of j^aiety and 
pleaaiire kewt her iti a tlioufflitless wliirh and sliieldid her from 
the pun^s ot uuavailinvf re}>eutane4‘. 

She appt^red to b(‘ in hi^^li ^<wid humotir uifli so spirit-Blirring 
^^ahusband; so tliat they n ere livini; fo^^etlier in perf‘;et uiuitii- 
niity, wlft'n tny aunt adjusted my atfair with Don Austin’s rela- 
tions'^ Of^tlns .‘liie wrote me wont to Italy. I n tunied on the 
winos of love. Donna bdeonora. not having anmnnieed tie* mar- 
riatj^e, inforinnl me of it on my arrival ; and reiinirkini; what 
pain it ;jave me, said : V<»u are in tli<» wr<*n^, nej)h<*w‘, to shew 
so mueh feeJinic faithle-s fair. Banish from y<iur memory a 
person so unworthy to share in its tnuler recollections. 

As my nun! did not know how Donna Heh*na luid been played 
upon, sJic liad reason to talk as sin* dnl ; nor eonld she Jiavo 
^iren me bell(T advice. To iiHeet imldrerein'e, if not to conquer 
my passion, was my boundeii duty. Yet there (‘ould be no barm 
in ju.st en<|uirin<' by wJiat means ibis union had been brought to 
bear. To ^^et at ilje truth. I drteniiiiied on npnlyiim to Felicia’s 
friend, Theodora. There I met with Felieia^hersdf, who was 
eonfoiinded at my uii welcome preaeme, ami would have esea|M‘d 
from tlie necessity of explanation. But 1 htopped lier. Why do 
you avoid me? said I. Has your perjured inistress forbidtlcn 
you to ^iv(? ear to my complaints? or would you make a iiienl 
v\ifh the un; 4 rateful woman, of your voluntary refusal. ^ 
Sir, answered the plotting abi^ail, I eorifess iny fault, and 
tlirow myself on your mercy. Your appearance here i^as filled 
me with remorse. My-imistress hiis been betrayed, ami unhap- 
])ily ij) part by my agency. The* particulars of their infiTiial 
device followed tliis avowal, with /in endeavour to make me 
amends for its lamentable consefpienee. To this efleet, she of- 
fered me her services w ith her iiiislreks, and premised to unde- 
ceive her;,j^ a word, to work ni^ht ami day, that she iiji^;ld 
soBen the rigour of my suITerings, and open the <rarecr of hope 
I pass over the numlwTless eontradictions she oxpcrieiiceu, 
before she could accomplish the projected interview. It was at 
length arranged to admit me privaudy, whib- Don Blaa waa at 
bia hunting-seat. The plot did not linger. The husband went 
into the country, and they sent for me to his lady’s apartment 
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My onset was reproachful in ^e extreme, but wiy Vr • - 

soon shut upon the subject. It is useless to look back 
past, said tne ladv. It^n be no part of our present 
to work upon each other*s feelings ; and you are grievously mis* 
taken, if you fancy me inclined to flatter your aspiring nopes* 
My sole inducement for receiving you here was to tell you per- 
sonally, that you have only henceforth to forget me. f^rhaps I 
might have been better satisfied with my lot, had it been united 
witli yours ; but, since heaven has ordered it otherwise, we must 
submit to its decrees. 

What ! mudam, answered I, is it not enough to have lost you, 
to see my successful rival in quiet possession of all my soul bolds 
dear, but I must also banish you from my thoughts P You would 
tear from me even my passion, my only remaining blesfing ! And 
think you that a man, whom you have once enchanted, can xe^ 
cover his^self-possessionP Know yourself better, and^c^se to 
enforce impracticable behests. Well then! if, so, rejoined she 
with hurried importunity, do you cease to flatter yourself with 
interesting my gratitude or my pity. In one short word, the 
wife of Don Bias shall never be the mistress of Don Gaston. Let 
us at once end a conversation at which delicacy revolts in spite 
of virtue, and peremptorily forbids its longer continuance. 

I now threw myself at the lady‘8 feet in despair. Allihe 

g )wers of language and of tears were called forth to soften her. 

ut even this served only to excite some inbred sentiments of 
compassion, stifled as soon as bom, and sacrificed at the shrine 
of duty. After having fruitlessly exhausted all my stores ot 
tender persuasion, rage took possession of my breast. I drew 
my sword, and would nave fallen on its point before the inexo- '' 
rable Helena, bulf she saw my design and prevented it. Stav 
your rash hand, Cogollos, said she. Is it thus that you c6nsult 
my reputation P, In dying thus and here, you will brand me 
with dishonour, and my husband with the imputation of murder. 

In the agony of my despair, far from yielding to these sugges- 
tions, I only struggled against the preventive efforts of the two 
women, ana should have struggled too successfully, if Don Bias 
had not^appeared to second them. He hud been apprized of 
our assignation ; and instead of going inl^ the country, had con- 
cealed hin^self behind the hangings, to overhear our conference. 
Don Gaston, cried he, as he arrested my uplifted arm, recall 
your scattered senses, and no longer give a loose to these mad 
transports. 

Hero I could hold no longer. Is it for you, said to turn me 
from my resolution? You ought rather yourself to plunge a 
dagger in my bosom. My lov^, with ^11 its train of miseries, is 
an insult to you. • Have you riot surprised me in your wife’s 
apartment at this unseasonable hour? what greater provocation 
can you want for your rerengeP Stab me, and rid yourself of a 
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S 0i wlio can only gire up the adoration of Donna Helena with 
life. It is in vain, answered Don Bias, that* you endeavour 
to interest my honour in your destruerton. You are sufficiently 
^nished for your rashness ; and my wife’s imprudence, in giving 
you this opportunity of indulging it, is sanctified by the purity 
of her sentiments. Take my advice, Cogollos : shrink not efl^e* 
minately ftom your wayward destiny, but bear up against it with 
the patient course of a hero. 

The prudent Galician, by such language, gradually composed 
the ferment of jny mind, and waked me once more to virtue. I 
withdrew' in the determination of removing far from the scene of 
my folly, and went for Madrid two days afterwards. There, 
pursuing the career of fortune and preferment, I appeared at 
court, and%laid myself out for connections. But it was my ill 
, !ilck Jo attach myself particularly to the Marquis of Villareal, a 
Portuguese grandee, who, lying under a suspicion of iiftending to 
emancipate his* country from the Spanish yoke, is now in the 
castle of Alicant. As the Duke of l^erma knew mo to be closely 
connected with this nobleman, he gave orders for my arrest and 
detention here. That minister thought me capable of engaging 
in such a project— he (;puld not have offered a more outrageous 
affront to a man of noble birth and a Castilian. 

Don Gaston thus ended his story. By way of consolation I 
said to him. Illustrious sir, your honour can receive no taint from 
this temporary detainer, and your interest will probably be pro- 
moted by it in the end, Wlicn the Duke of Lerma shall be con- 
vinced of your innocence, be will not fail to give you a consi- 
derable post, and thus retrieve the character of a gentleman 
unjifktly accused of treason. 

Ch. til. ^Scipio finds Gil Bias out in the tomr of Segovia^ and brings 
him a budget oj news, ^ 

OuE conversation was interrupted by Tordesillas, who came into 
the room, and addressed me thus : oignor Gil Bias, 1 have just 
been speaking wutli a young man at the prison gate. He^en- 
quired if you were not here, and looked much mortified at my 
refusal to satisfy his juriosity. Noble governor, said he, with 
tears in his ^es, do not reject my^most humble petition. I am 
Signor de Santillane’s principal 'domestic, and you will 1 do 
an act of charity by allowing me to see him. You pass for a 
kind-hearted gentleman in Segovia ; J ho[)C you will not deny 
me. the favour of conversing for a few minutes with my dear 
iril^ter, wKS is unfortunate rather than criminal. In short, con- 
/tinued D(hi Andrew, the lad was so importunate, that I prombed 
' to comply with his wishes this evening. 

I assured Tordesillas that he could not have pleased me better 
than by bi'inging this young man to me, who could probably 
eommunicate tidings of the bst importance. I waited with im« 



444 


4lt BIAS. 


patience for the entrance of my faithful Scipio ; since I corns 
not doubt him to be the man, nor was I mistaken in my con- 
jecture. He was introduced at the time appointed ; and his joy, 
which only mine could equal, broke forth into the most whimsical 
demonstrations. On my side, in the ecstacy of del ight, I stretched 
out my arms to him, and he rushed into them with no courtly 
measured embrace. All distinctions of master and dependent 
were levelled in the sympathetic rapture of our meeting. 

When our transports had subsided a little, I enquired into the 
state of my household. You have neither household nor house, 
answered he : to spare you a long string of questions, I will sum 
up your worldly concerns in two words. Your property has 
been pillaged at both ends, both by the banditti of the law and 
by your own retainers, who, regarding you as a ruined*man, paid 
themselves their own wages out of wJiatever they found th^t was 
portable. Luckily for you, I had the dexterity to sate from 
their harpy clutches two large bags of double pistoles. Si^lero, 
in whose custody I deposited them, will make restitution on your 
release, which cannot be far distant, as you were put upon his 
majesty’s pension list of prisoners without the Duke of Lerma’s 
knowledge or consent. • 

I asked Scipio how he knew his excellency to have had no 
share in my arrest. You may depend on it, answered he, my in- 
formation is undeniable. One of my friends in the Duke of 
Uzeda’s confidence acquainted me witli all the circumstances of 
your imprisonment. Calderona, having discovered by a spy that 
Sipnora Sirena, with the handle of an alias to her name, was re- 
ceiving night visits from the Prince of Spain, and that tlie Count 
de Lemos managed that intrigue by the pandarism of SigndSr de ^ 
Santillane, determined to be revenged on the hole knot# To 
this end, he waited on the Duke of Uzeda, and discovered the 
whole affair. Tlie duke, overjoyed at such a fine opportunity of 
ruining his enemy, did not fail to bestir himself. He laid his 
information before the king, and painted the prince’s danger in 
the ’"most lively colours. His majesty was much angered, and 
showed that he was so, by sending Sirena to the nunnery pro- 
vided for such frail sisters, banishing the Count do Lemos, and 
condemning Gil Bias to perpej;ual imprisonment. 

This, pursued Scipio, is what my friend told me. Hence, you 
gather your misfortune to be the Duke of Uzoda’s handiwork, or 
rather Calderona’s. 

Thus it seemed probable that my affairs might b® reinstp^d 
in time ; that the Duke of Lerma, chagrined at his nephev^'s 
banishment, would move heaven and earth for that nobleman’s 
recall ; and it might not be too much to expect that his excel- 
lency would not forget me. What a delicate gipsy is hope I She 
wheedled me out of all anxiety about my shattered fortunes, and 
made me as light-hearted as if I had good reason to be so. My 
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prison looked not like the dungeon of perpetual misery, but like 
the Tcstibule to a more distinguished station. For thus run the 
train of my reasoning : Don Fernando Corgia, Father Jerome of 
Florence, and more than all, Friar Louis of Aliaga, who may 
thank him for his place about the king’s person, are the prime 
minister’s partisans. With the aid of such powerful friends, his 
excellency will bear dowm all opposition, even supposing no 
change to take place in the political barometer. j3ut lus ma- 
jesty’s health is very precarious. The first act of a new reign 
would be to recgil tlie Count de Lemos ; he w'ould not feel him- 
self at home in the young monarch’s presence till he had intro- 
duced me at court ; and the young monarch would not sit easy 
on his throne till he had showered benefits on my head. Thus, 
feasting by. anticipation on tlic pleasures of futurity, I became 
' cftlloiuj to existing evils. The two bags, snua; in the goldsmith’s 
custody were no bad doubles to the part wmicli hojJl* acted in 
this shifting pantomime. 

ItVas nnpossiblo not to express my gratitude to Scipio for 
his zeal and honesty. I ollered him half the salvage, but he re- 
jected it. I expect, said he, a verjr different acknowledgment. 
Astonished as much at his mysterious claim as at his refusal, I 
asked what more I could do for him. Let us never part, an- 
swered he. Allow me to link my fate w ith yours. I feel for 
you what I never felt for any other master. And on my part, 
my good fellow, said I, you may rest assured that your attach- 
ment is not thrown away. You caught my fancy at first sight. 
We must have been born under Libra or Gemini, where friend- 
ship is lord of tlie ascendant. I willingly accept your proffered 
partnership, and will commence business by prevailing with the 
warden to immure you along with me in this tow er. That is the 
very thing, exclaimed he. You were beforehand wdth me, for I 
was just going to beg that favour.^ Your company is dearer to 
me tnan liberty itself, I shall only just go to Madrid now and 
then, to snull*^ the gale of the ministerial atmosphere, and try 
w'hether any scent lies which may be favourable for your pursuit. 
Thus will you combine in me a bosom friend, a trusty liessenger, 
and an unsuspected spy. 

These advantages w^ere too important for me to forego them. 
I therefore kept so useful a person about me, w ith leave of the 
obliging warden, who w^ould not 8ta*hd in the way of so soothing 
a relief to the weariness of solitude. • 

8 first journey to Madrid ; its object and success, GU 
, " Bias falls sick. The consequence of his illness. 

If it is a common proverb that^ our direst enemies are those of 
our own household, the converse ought equaUj to be admitted 
among the saws of a more candid experience. After ^uch in- 
contestible proofs of Scipio^s zeal, he became to me like another 
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self. k\\ distinction of place was confounded between Gil Bliw 
and his secretary ; all insolence was dropped on the one hand, air' 
cringing on the other. Their lodging, bed, and board were in 
common. 

Scipio's conversation was of a very lively turn ; he might have 
been dubbed the Spanish Momus, without any derogation to the 
Punch of the Pantheon. But he had a long head, as well as a 
fanciful brain, combining the characters of counsellor and jester. 
My friend, said I, one day, what do you think of writ ing to the 
Duke of Lerma P It could, methinks, do no h^rm. Why, as 
to that, answered he, the great are such cameleons, that there is 
no knowing where to have them. At all events, you may risk 
it ; though I would not lay the postage of your letter on its suc- 
cess. The minister loves you, it is true ; but then political love 
lacks memory, as much as personal love lacks visual disarimt- ^ 
nation. Out of sight, out ot mind ! is at once the motto and the 
stigma of these gentry. 

True as this may be in the general, replied I, my pdtron is a 
glorious exception. His kindness lives in my recollection. I am 
persuaded that he suffers for my sufferings, and that they are in- 
cessantly preying on his spirits. We must give him credit for 
only waiting till the king^s anger shall pass away. Be it so, re- 
sumed he ; I wish you may not reckon without your host. Assiiil 
his Excellency then with an epistle to stir the waters. I will en- 
gage to deliver it into his own hands. Pen, ink, and paper being 
brought, I composed a specimen of eloquence which Scipio de- 
clared to be a paragon of pathos, and Tordesillas preferred, for 
the cant of sermonizing prolixity, to the old archbishop’s homilies. 

I flattered myself that there would be tears in the Duke of 
Lerma’s eyes, and distraction in his aspect, at the detail of 
miseries which existed only on paper. In that assurance, 1 dis- 
patched my messenger, who no sooner got to Madrid, than he 
went to the minister’s. Meeting w ith an old domestic of my 
acquaintance, he had no difficulty in gaining access to the duke. 
My^ord, said Scipio to his excellency, as he delivered the packet, 
one of your most devoted servants, lying at his length on straw, 
in a damp and dreary dungeon at Segovij,, most humbly suppli- 
cates for the perusal of this letter, which a tender-hearted turn- 
key has furnis*hed him with the means of writing. The minister 
opened the letter, and glanbed over the contents. But thougli 
he found there a motive and a cue for passion, enough to am " 
all his faculties at once, far from drowning the floor with b^ 
secretions, he cleaved the ear of his household, and smote 
heart of my courier with horrid sneech: Friend, tell SantUlane 
that he has a great deal of impqdence to address me, after so 
rank an offence, worthily confronted by the severe sentence ol 
the king. Under that sentence let the wretch drag out hii dajs^ 
nor look to my mediation for a respite* 
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j Bcipio, though neither dull nor muddy-mettled, began to be 
^ impreraant of this defeated cause. Yet he was not so pigeon- 
livered, as to retire without an eflTort tn my favour. My lord, 
replied he, this poor prisoner will give up the ghost with grief, 
at the recital of your Excellency’s displeasure. The Duke an- 
swered like a prime minister, with a supercilious corrugation of 
features, and a decisive revolution of Iiis front to some more 
prosperous suitx>r. This he did, to cover his own share in the 
shame of pimping ; and such treatment must all those hireling 
scavengers expert) who rake in the filth and ordure of rotten 
statesmen, courtiers, and politicians. 

My secretary came back to Segovia, and delivered the result 
of his mission. And now behold me, sunk deeper than on the 
fiirst day ofi^ imprisonment, in the gulf of affliction and de- 
' spair I, The Duke of Lerma’s turning king’s evideiyje gave a 
hanging ’posture to my affairs. My courage was run out ; and 
though tney did all they could to keep up my spirits, the agi- 
tation and distress of my mind threw me into a fever. 

The warden, who toot a lively interest in my recovery, fancy- 
ing in his unmedical head that physicians cured fevers, brought 
me a double dose of death in two of that doleful deity’s most 
practised executioners. Signor Gil Bias, said he, as he ushered 
m*their grisly forms, here are two godsons of Hippocrates, 
who are come to feel your pulse, and to augment the number 
of their trophies in your person. I was so prejudiced against 
the whole faculty, that 1 should certainly have given them 
a very discouraging reception, had life retained its usual charms 
in my estimation ; but being bent on my departure from this 
vale of tears, I felt obliged to Tordesillas for hastening my 
journey, by a safer conveyance than the crime of suicide. 

My good sir, said one of the pair, your recovery will, under 
Providence, depend on your entire confidence in our skill. Im- 
plicit confidence 1 answered I : with your assistance, I am fully 
persuaded that a few days will place me beyond the reach of 
fever, and all the shocks that nesh is heir to. Yes ! with the 
blessing of Heaven, rejoined he, it is a consummation devoutly 
to be wished, and easily to be effected. At all events, our best 
endeavours shall not be wanting. And indeed it was no joke : 
for they got me into such fine trainmg for the other world that 
w of my material particles were left in this. Already had Don 
^ ^^rew, observing me fumble with the ^sheets, and smile upon my 
fs* ej^ and thinking there was but one way, sent for a 
l^ciscsmto shew it me : already liad the good father, having 
/mumbled over the salvation of my soul, retired to the refection 
of his own body : and my own opinion leaned to the immediate 
necessify of m&ing a good end. I beckoned Scipio to my bed- 
side. My dear friend, said I, in the faint accents of a tortured 
and evacuated patient, 1 give and bequeath to you one of the 
bags in Oabriers possession ; the other you must carry to my 
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father and mother in the Asturia^?, wlio, if still living;;, 
in narrow circumstances^ But, alas ! I fear, they have not heeii^ 
able to bear up apinst my ingratitude. Muscada’s report of my 
unnatural behaviour must have brought their grey hairs with 
sorrow to the grave. Sliould Heaven have fortified their tender 
hearts against my indifference, you will give them the bag of 
doubloons, with assurances of my dying remorse: and, if they 
are no more, I eliarge yon to lay out the money in masses for 
the repos(‘ of their souls and of mine, 'flien did I stretch out 
my liand, which ho bathed in silent tears. It istiot always true, 
that the mourning of an heir is mirth in nms(|uerade. 

For soin(5 hours, 1 fanemd myself outwnrd-liound, and on the 
point of sailing ; but tin* uind elianged. Hy pibils having quitted 
the helm, and left the vessel to tlu* steerage of nature, rfie dange|;oL 
shipwria'lc disa))|)(‘are(l. The fever, mutinviiig against its com- 
manding ofliirrs, gave nil their prognoslies the he, tfnd acted 
oontrarv to gcuieral onbu's. I got beltiu* by d(‘grees^. in mind os 
well afi in body. Aly eonsolatam \\as all derived fronruithin, 

1 looked at wealth and honours w ith the eye of a dying anelioritc, 
and blessed the malady wbieb restored my soul. I abjured 
courts, polities, and the Hukt'of Lerma. If (‘ver my prison doors 
wore opened, it was my lived resolve to buy a cottage, and jive 
like a philosoplier. 

My uosom friend a])plaudod my design, and to furtlier its exe- 
cution, uiidertnok a second journey to solicit my release, by the 
intervention of a eh'ver girl about the pmson of the prince’s 
nurse, lleeoutendeiltbat aprison was a])rison ^llll,in spite of kind 
indulgeuee and g(V)d elieer. Julius I agreed, and gave him leave 
to depart, with a fervimt ])raver to Heaven that we might soon 
take possession of our hermitage. 

ClI. IX. — Sclpio's yfcmd jmt ue\j to Madrid, Cil Was ts sfi at liberty 

on certain conditinns. Tfn ir dtpariure from the towir of iStyovia, and 

conversafior on thnr journry. 

WriLK wailing for Seipi<»s return from ^Vladrid, I began a 
course cf study. Torde.xillas furnished me with more books 
than I wanted. IL' borrowed them fronyin old oflieer who could 
not read, but had lilted up a magnitieent library, that he might 
pa.s8 for a man of learning. Above all, I delighted in moral essays 
and treatises, because they abounded in common-places, accord- 
ing with my aulipaihy !o courts, and philosopiiic relish of 
solitude. 

Three weeks elapsed before I heard a syllable frd&my nego- 
tiator, who returned at length with a cheerful countenance, anrt 
news to the following effect : By the intercession of a hundred 
pistoles w'ith the chambermaid, and her intercession with her 
mistress, the prince of Spain has been prevailed witii to plead 
for jour enlargement with his royal father. I hastened hither to 
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announce these happy lidinufs, and iniist return immediately to 
put the last hand to my work. With tfiese words, lie left "me, 
and went back to court. 

At the week’s end my expeditious a^ent returned, with the in- 
tellii^enee that tlie prince had procured my liberty, not witliout 
some difficulty. On tlie same day my puierous ket'per conlinned 
the assurance in person, with the kindest conc:nit illations, and 
the followinjr notiee: — Your prison doors are open, but on two 
conditions, which I am sorry that my duty obliges me to an- 
nounce, because •they will probably be disaj^uveiible to you. His 
majesty expressly forbiils you to show your faee at court, or to 
be found within Uie limits of the two Castiles on this day montli. 
T am extremelv sorry that you are interdicted trom court. And 
1 {^m dcli^;hted at it, answered I. Witness all the powers above! 
1 asked the kinj; for only one favour ; he lias granted \mv two. 

With my liberty thus eontirined. I hired a eoujdo iSf mule.s, on 
whiclkwe ntpunted the next day, nfU‘r taking leave of Cof^ollos, 

• and thankin;? Tordesillas a thousand times f»»r all his instuneesof 
friendaliip. We set forward elieerfiilly on tlie road to Madrid, 
to draw our dejiosit out of Signor Gabriel's hands, nmountini; to 
a thousand <b»ubloons. On the road rny fellow-traveller ob- 
served : If ^^(*are not rich enough to pundiasi* a spltmdid pro- 
perty, we can at least secure ease and eompeteney to ourselves. 
A cabin, answered I, i^ould be large enongli for my most ambi- 
tious tlioughts. The)iigh seureely at the niiilille jxTitid of life, 
the worltl lias lost its charms fir me ; its li<)pe8, its fears, its 
cares, its duties, arc all ubsorbeil in tlie sellishness of jiliiloso- 
. phical retirement. Independently of these nrineiplos, 1 ran 
assure you I have painted for mysidf a rural landscape, with a 
foreground of innocent ]deasurcH, and pastoral simplKuly in the 
per.speetive. Already dues the enamel of the im‘ad()ws glitter 
under my eyes : already doe% the river’s murmur accord with the 
winged chorus of the grove: hunting exasj)erates the manly vir- 
tues, and fisliiiig preaelies patience. Only ligiire to yourHcJf, 
my friend, vvJiat a continual round of amusement solitude may 
furnish, and } ou w ill pant to be admitted of lier crew. TlKm for 
the economy of our ianl?, the simplest will be the* cheapest, and 
of course the best. Unadulterated Ceres sliall lie our official 
caterer: when liunger shall have tamed our fastidious appetites 
into sobriety, a mumbled crust will relish like an ortolan. The 
supreme delight of eating is not in the thing ate, luit in tha 
palate of Imi who eats ; a proposition in culinary pliilosophy, 
proved b^iic frequent loathing of in v own sloinadi, tlirough a 
lOQg series of ministerial dinners. Ahstt niiousness is a luxury of 
*tlie most exquisite refinement, and the best recipe in the materia 
medica. 

With your good leave, Signor Gil Bias, interrupted my secre- 
taiy* I am not altogether of your mind respecting the lusciouf 
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treat of abstemiousness. Why should we mess like the bank- 
rupt sages of antiquity P Surely we may indulge the carnal man 
a little, without any reasonable offence to the spiritual. Since 
we haye, by the blessing of Providence and my lorecast, where- 
withal to keep the spit and the spigot in exercise, do not let us 
take up our abode with famine and wretchedness. As soon as 
we get settled, we must stock our cellar, and establish a respect- 
able larder, like people who know what is what, and do not sepa- 
rate themselves from the vulgar crowd to renounce the good 
things of this life, but to taste them with a more' exquisite relish 
As Hesiod says, 

Enjoy thy riches with a liberal soul ; 

• Plenteous the feast, and smiling be the bowl. 

And again, 

u 

To stint the wine a frugal husband shows, 

When from the middle of the cask it flows. 

Wliat the devil, Master Scipio, interrupted I in my turn, you 
can cap verses out of the Greek poets! And pray where "did 
you get ac(piainted with Hesiod P In very learned company, 
.answered he. I lived some time with a walking dictionary at 
Salamanca, a fellow up to the elbows in quotation and com- 
mentary. Ho could put a large volume together like a house of 
cards. His library furnished him with a hodge-podge of He- 
brew, Greek, and Latin common places, wliich he translated into 
buckram Castilian. As I was his transcriber, some tags of verses, 
stings of epigrams, and sage truisms stuck by the way. With 
such an apparatus, relied 1, your memory must be most philo- 
sophically stocked. But, not to lose sight of our future prospects, 
whereabouts in Spain had we best fix our Socratic abode ? My 
voice is for Arragou, resumed my counsellor. We shall there 
enjoy all the beauties of nature, jmd lead the life of Paradise. 
’Well, then, for Arragon 1 said I. May it teem with all thj^ear 
deiights that youthful poets fancy vaIiou they dream ! 

Ch, X.— V/i«> dmujii at Madrid. The rencounter of Gil Bias in the 
street^ and its consequences. 

On our arrival in Madrid, we alighted at a little public-house 
where Scipio had been accustomed to put up, whence our first 
visit was to my banker, Salero. He received us very cordially, 
and expressed the highest satisfaction at my release. Indeed, 
added he, your untoward fate touched me so nearly 'IS. to change 
my view^s of a political alliance. The fortunes of courtiers are 
like castles in the air ; so I have married my daughter Gabrida 
to a wealthy trader. You have acted very wisely, answered Ij 
for besides that, a bird in the hand is worth two in a bush, when 
a plodding citizen aspires to the honour of bringing a man oj 
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fashion into his family, he very often has an impertinent puppy 
for his son-in-law. 

Then clianging the topic, and comiifg to the point : Signor 
Gabriel, pursued I, we came to talk a little about the two thou- 
sand pistoles which Your money Is all ready, said the 

goldsmith, interrupting me. He then took us into his closet, 
and delivered the two ‘bags, carefully labelled with my name on 
them. 

I thanked Salero for his exactness, and heaven in my sleeve 
for my escape frpra his daughter. At our inn, we counted over 
the money, and found it right, deducting fifty doubloons for the 
expenses of my enlargement. Our thoughts were now wholly 
bent upon Arragon. My secretary undertook to buy a carriage 
and two mB^les. It was my office to provide liouschold and body 
, vinen. ^ During my peregrinations for that purpose, I met Baron 
Steinback, the officer in the German Guards with \n\om Don 
Alplionso liad been brought up. 

I touched* my liat to him; he knew inc again, and returned 
my greeting warmly. My joy is extreme, said I, at seeing your 
lordship in such fine healtli, to say notliing of my wish to en- 
quire after Don Cfcsar and Don Alphon^ do Leyva. They are 
both in Madrid, answe-red he, and staying at my house. They 
carifc to town about three montlis ago, to be presented on occa- 
sion of Don Alplionso’s promotion. lie lias l>een appointed 
Governor of Valencia, on the score of old family claims, wdthout 
having in «any shape pushed his interest at court. Nothing could 
1)0 more grateful to his feelings, or prove more strongly our royal 
master’s goodness, who delights to recognise the merits of an- 
' cestry in the persons of tlicir descendants. 

Though I knew more of this mailer tlian Steinbach, I kept 
my knowledge in the background. Yet so lively w’^as my impa,- 
tience to hail my old masters, that he would not damp my ardour 
by delay. I liad a mind to try Don Alpbonso, whether ho still 
rkained his regard for me. He w^as playing at chess with Baro- 
ness Steinbach. On my entrance, he started up from his ga^e, 
ran towards mo, and squeezing me tight in his embrace : San- 
tillane, said he, with demonstrations of the sinccrest loy, at 
length, then, you are restored to my heart. I am delighted at 
it ! It was not my fault that w^e ever parted. You may re- 
member how strongly I urged you *not to withdraw from tlie 
Castle of Leyva. You were deaf to my* entreaties. But I must 
not chide your obstinacy, because its motive was the peace of the 
family. Jj 0 f you ought to have let me hear from you, and to 
have my fruitless enquiries at Grenada, where my bro- 

,4^Lfr-iii-Iaw, Don Ferdinand, sent me word that you were. 

And now tell me what you are doing at Madrid. Of course 
you have some situation here. Be assured that I shall always 
take a lively interest in your concerns. Sir, answered I, it is 

o o 2 
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but four montlis since I occupied a considerable post at court# 
I had the honour of beinff the Duke of Lerma^s confidentiJ 
secretary. Can it be posiible P exclaimed Don Alphonso, as if 
he could scarcely believe his ears. What, were you so near the 
person of the prime minister P I then related how I had gained 
and lost his favour, and ended witji avowing my determination 
to buy a cottage and garden with the wreck of my shattered 
fortunes. 

The son of Don Caesar heard me attentively, and made this 
answer : My dear Gil Bias, you know how I haye always loved 
you ; nor shall you longer lie fortune’s puppet. I will set you 
above her vagaries, by securing you an independence. Since 
you declare for a country life, a little estate of ours near Lirias, 
about four leagues from Valencia, shall be settled on you. You 
are acquainted with the spot. Shch a present we can make, with- * 
out putting ourselves to the least inconvenience. I can answer 
for my father’s joining in the act, and for Seraphina’s entire ap- 
probation. 

I threw myself at Don Alphonso’s feet, who raised me imme- 
diately. More penetrated by his affection than by his bounty, I 
pressed his hand and saj^, Sir, your conduct charms me. Your 
noble gift is the more welcome, as it precedes the knowledge of 
a service it has been in my power to render you ; and I had 
rather owe it to your generosity, than to your gratitude. This 
governor of my making did not know what to understand by the 
hint, and pressed for an explanation. I gave it in full, to his 
utter astonishment. Neither he nor Baron Steinbach could ever 
have the slightest suspicion that the government of Valencia was 
owing to my interest at court. Yet having no reason to doubt 
the met, my friend proposed to grant me an annuity of two 
thousand ducats, in addition to the little farm at Lirias. 

Hold your hand, Signor Don Alphonso ! exclaimed I at this 
offer. "You must not set my avarice afloat again. I am myself 
a Hving witness, that fortune may give superfluities to her fa- 
vourites, but has no competence to bestow. With pleasure will 
I accept of the estate at Lirias, where my present property will 
be sufficient for all my wants. Eather than increase my cares 
with my possessions, I would build a hospital out of my existing 
funds. Eiches are a burden : and it must be a foolish animal 
that would bear fardels in the manger or the field. 

While we were talking after tliis fashion, Don Cajsar came in. 
His joy was not less than his son’s at the sight of me ; and being 
informed of the family obligations, he again pressed'itL.I to accept 
of the annuity, which I again refused. When the writiiigfl were 
drawn, the father and son made the assignment their joint 
and deed, transferring to me the fee simple, and putting me in " 
immediate possession. My secretary half stared the eyes out of 
Ilia head, when 1 told him we had a landed estate of our own. 
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and liow we came bjr it. What is tlie value of this little free- 
hold P said he. Five hundred ducats per annum, answered I, 
and the farm in high cultivation, withhi a ring fence. I have 
often been there during my stewardship. There is a small house 
on the banks of the Guadalaviar, in a little hamlet, surrounded 
by a charming country. 

What pleases me better than all, cried Scipio, is, that we shall 
have plenty of sporting, rare living, and excellent wine. Come, 
master, let us leave this crowded city, and hasten to our hermi- 
tage. I long tQ be there as much as you can do, answered I ; 
but I must first go to the Asturias. My father and mother are 
not in comfortable circumstances. They shall therefore end their 
days with me at Lirias. Heaven, perhaps, has thrown this wind- 
fall in my^^ay to try my filial duty, and would punish me for the 
’-n’eglept of it. Scipio approved my purpose, and urged its speedy 
execution. Yes, my mend, said I, we will set out %8 soon as 
possible. I shall consider it as my dear delight to share the 
gifts of fortune with the autliors of my existence. We shall soon 
be settled in our country retreat ; and then will I write these 
two Latin verses over the door of my farm-house, in letters of 
gold, for the pious edification of my rustic neighbours : 

^ Inveni portum. Spes et fortuna, valote. 

Sat me luslstis ; ludite nunc alios. 


BOOK THE TENTH. 


Ch. I . — Gil Bias sets out for the Asturias i ai.d passes through Valla* 
dolidf where he goes to see his old master^ Doctor Sangrado, By acci* 
dent, he conns across Signor Manuel Ordonnez, governor of the 
hospital. 

Just as I was arranging matters to take my departure from 
Madrid, and go with Scipio to the Asturias, Paul V. gave«the 
Duke of Lerma a cardinaVs hat. This pope, wishing tg establish 
the inquisition in the Jcingdom of Naples, invested tlie minister 
with the purple, and by that means hoped to bring King Philip 
over to so pious and praiseworthy a design. Those who were best 
acquainted with thil new member oY the sacred college, thought 
much like myself, that the church was in a fair way for apos- 
tolical purity, after so ghostly an acquisition. 

Sci^i^ho would have liked better to see me once more blaz- 
mg«€Pcourt, than either cloistered or rusticated, advised me to 
'fimw my face at the cardinal's audience. Perhaps, said he' his 
Eminence, finding you at large by the king's* order, may think it 
unnecessary to anect any further displeasure against you, and 
may even reinstate you in his service. My good friend Scipio, 
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answered I, you seem to forget that my liberty was granted only 
on condition of making myself scarce in the two Castiles. Be- 
sides, can you suppose m6 so soon inclined to become an absentee 
from my domain of Lirias P I have told you before, and I toll it 
you once again : Tliough the Duke of Lerma should restore me 
to his good graces, though he should even offer me Don Rodrigo 
de Calderona s place, I would refuse it. My resolution is taken : 

I mean to go and find out my parents at Oviedo, and carry them 
with me to Valencia. As for you, my good fellow, if you repent 
of having linked your fate with mine, you have. only to say so : 

I am ready to give you half of my ready money, and you may 
stay at Madrid, where fortune puts on her kindest smiles to those 
who woo her lustily. 

What then ! replied my secretary, a liille alfectcvl by these, 
words, can you suspect me of any unwillingness to follow ydii'^ 
into your fe treat P The very idea is an injury to my zeal and 
my attaehrnent. What, Scinio ! that faithful appendage, „ who 
would willinj^ly have passed ilie remnant of his days with you 
in the tower of Segovia, rather than abandon you to your 
wretched fate, can he feel sorrowful at the prospect of an abode, 
where a thousand rural dcliglits are waiting to smile on his ar- 
rival P No, no, I liave not a wisli to turn you aside from 
your resolution. Nor can I refrain from owning my nmlicious 
drift; when I advised you to shew your face at the Duke of 
Lerma’s audience, it was for the purpose of ascertaining whether 
any seedlings of ambition were scattered among tlio fallows of 
your philosophy. Since that point is settled, and you arc morti- 
fied to all the pomps and vanities of the woi’Id ; let us make tlie 
best of our way from court, to go and suck in with Zephyrus 
and Flora the innocent, delicious pleasures so luxuriant in the 
nursery of our imaginations. 

In fact, we soon afterwards took our departure together, in a 
chaise drawn by two good mules, driven by a postilion whom 1 
had added to my establishment. We stop])ed the first day at 
Aldala do Henarcis, and the second at Segovia, whence, without 
stopping' to see our generous warden, Tord('silhis, we w^ent for- 
wara to Peuafiel on the Duero, and t^’e next day to Valla- 
dolid. At sight of this largo town, I could not help fetching a 
deep sigh. My companion, surprised at that eonscieritious ven- 
tilation, enquired the reason of it. My good fellow^ said I, it is 
because I practised medicine here for a long time. It gives me 
the horrors, even now, to think of my unexpiated niuj^dcrs. The 
whole list of killed and wounded are mustered in array 
yonder : the tomb and the hospital yaw n with their disg6fg<sd 
inhabitants, wlio are rushing on to tear me piece-meal, and exact 
the vengeance due to the drenched crew. What a dreadful 
fancy 1 said my secretary. In truth, Signor de Santillane, your 
nature is too tender. Why should you be shocked at the common 
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course of exchange in your branch of trade ? Look at all the 
. oldest pliysicinns ; tlieir withers are unwning. What can exceed 
the self-coinplaconcv with which they view the exits of patients, 
and the entrancos of diseases ? Natural constitution bears the 
brunt of all their failures, and medical infallibility takes the 
credit of lucky aceidents. 

It is very true, replied L that doctor Sangrado, on whoso 
practice I formed myself, was like the r(*st of the old physicians 
in point of self-complacency. It was to little purpose that tw’onty 
people in a d.*^)' yielded to Jiis prowess: he was so iiorsiiaded 
tliat bleeding ni the arm and eopious lihations of warm water 
were specifies for every case, that instead of doubting whether 
the -death of his patients might not possibly invalidate the eili- 
cacy of hie prescriptions, he ascribed the result to a vacillating 
com] 2 liance with his system. Ly all the powers ! cried 8eipio 
with a burst of laughter, you open tome an incomimrahlo cha- 
racter, If you have any eiinosity^ to be better acquainted with 
him* said i, it may be gratified to-morrow, should Saiigrado be 
still living, and resident at Valladolid : but it is highly impro- 
bable ; for lie had one foot in the grave w hen I left him several 
years ago. 

Our first care, on putting up at the inn, was to enquire after 
this doctor. VVe wore told tliat he was not dead ; l)ut being 
incapacitated by age from paying visits or any otlier vigorous 
exertions, ho had been aupersi‘de(i by three or four other doctors 
who had ris(‘n into repute by a new' practice, accomplishing the 
same end by diHerent nutans. We determined on lying by for 
a day at Valladolid, as wt‘ll to rest our mules, as to call on Signor 
Sangratio. Aiiout ten o’clock next morning w e knocked at his 
door; and found him silling in his elbenv chair, Avith a book in 
his hand. He rose on our (uitrance ; advanced to irieet us with 
a firm step for a man of seventy, and begged to know our busi- 
ness. w’ortliy and ajiproved good master, said I, have you 
lost all recollection of an old pujiilF There was formerly one 
Gil Bias, as you may remember, a boarder in your lioiise, and for 
some lime your deputy. What! is it you,' Santijlane answered 
he, with a cordial embrace. I should not have known you again. 
It, howTver, gives me great pleasure to see you once more. What 
have you been doing since we parted P Doubtless you have made 
■ medicine your profession. It was v^ry strongly my inclination so 
to do, replied I ; but imperious circ\^m8tances made me reluc- 
tantly abandon so illustrious a calling. 

So the worse, rejoined Sangrado : with the principles 
yonj^^ked in under my tuition, you would have become a pliy- 
^'^mian of the first skill and eminence, with the guiding influence 
of heaven to defend you from the dangerous* allurements of che- 
mistry. Ah, my son ! pursued he with a mournful air, what a 
change in practice within these few years! The whole honour and 
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di^jnity of the art is compromised. That mystery, by whose in* 
BcrutaDle decrees the lires of men have in all ages been deter- 
mined, is now laid open io the rude, untutored gaze of block- 
heads, novices, and mountebanks. Ft^cts are stubborn thinp ; 
and ere long the very stones will cry aloud against the rascality 
of these new practitioners : lapides clamahint ! Why, sir, there 
are fellows in this town, calling themselves physicians, who drag 
their degraded persons at the currus triumphdh antimonii^ or 
as it should properly be translated, the cart’s tail of antimony. 
Apostates from the faith of Paracelsus, idolaters 0( filthy kermen^ 
healers at hap hazard, who make all the science of medicine to 
consist in the preparatif)n and prescription of drugs. What a 
change have I to announce to you ! Tiicre is not one stone left 
upon another in the whole structure which oiir great* predeces- 
sors had raised. Illocding in tlie feet, for example, so sarefy^ 
practised iu better times, is now among tlio flishionable follies of 
the day. That gentle, civilized system of evacuation which^pre- 
vailed under my ausnices is subverted hy the reign of anarchy 
and emetics, of (luaclfery and poisem. In short, chaos is come 
again! Every one orders what seems good in his own eyes; there 
is no deference to the authority of ancient wisdom .* our nuisters 
are laid upon the shelf, niul their axioms not one tittle the more 
regarded, for being delivered in languages as defunct as the 
subjects of their aimlication. 

However dosiranle it might seem to laugh at so whimsical a 
declamation, I had the good manners to resist the impulse ; and 
not only that, Ipit to inveigh bitterly against w ithout 

knowing whctlior it was a vegetable or an animal, and to pour 
forth a eommination of curses against tlie authors and inventors ’ 
of so diabolieal an engine. Seipio, observing my bye-play in 
this scene, had a mind to eomo in for his share in the banter. 
Moat venerable prop of the true pratdico, said he to Sangrado, 
as I am descended m the third generation from a physician of 
the old school, give me leave to join you in your phili[>pic against 
cherpieal conspiracies. My late iliustrious progenitor, heaven 
forgive liim all his sins ! was so warm a partisan of Hippocrates, 
that he otten came to blows with ignorant j)retender8, who vo- 
mited forth blasphemies against that high" priest of the faculty. 
What is bred in tlic bone M'ill not come out of the flesh : I could 
willingly inflict tortures and death with my own hands on those 
rash innovators whose daring enormities you have characterized 
witli such accuracy of discrimination and such force of language. 
When wretches like these gain an ascendancy in civilize^^smety, 
can we wonder at the disjointed condition of the world P 

The times are even more out of joint than you are aware of, 
said the doctor. My book against the vanities and delusions of 
the new practice might as well have fallen still-bom from the 
press; it seems, if anything, to have acted by contraries, and to 
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have exasperated heresy. The aj^thecaries, like the Titans of 
^ old, Leaning potion upon pill, and inv^ing the Olympus of me- 
dicine, tnink themselves fully qtialified to usurp and maintain the 
throne, now that it is only thought necessary to set open ithe 
doors, and to drive the enemy out at the portal or tlie postern 
by main force. They go to the length of infusing their deadly 
irugs into apozems and cordials, and then set themselves up 
against the most eminent of the fraternity. This contagion has 
spread its influence even among the cloisters. Tliere are monks 
in our convents vho unite surgery and phnrinaey to the labours 
of the confessional. Those medieal baboons are iilvvavs dipping 
their paws into ehemistry, and inventing compiKsilions strong 
enough to lay a scene of ecclesiastical mortality in tlic temperate 
/jibodes of jieace and religion. Now there are in \’^jilhidolid aiiovo 
sixty religions liouses for both sexes: judge what ra^nigo must 
have beAi made there by umnereiful pumping and the laneet 
misapplied.^ Signor Sangrado, said I, you are perfectly in the 
right to give these poisoners no quarter. I utter groan tbi^groari 
with you, and heave the philanthropic sigh over the invailed 
lives of our fellow-ereatures, sinking under the fell attack of so 
heterodox a practice. It tills me with horror to think what a 
dead weight chemistry may one day he to mcdicin(‘, just as adul- 
terated coin operates on national credit. Far he that evil day 
from this generation. 

Just at this climax of onr discourse, in came an old fernalo ser- 
vant, with a salver for the doctor, on which was n little light roll 
and a glas.s with two deennters, the one tilled with wat(‘P nn<l the 
other with wine. After he had eaten a slice, he washed it down 
‘with a diluted beverage, two parts water to on(M>f wine; but 
this temperate use of the good creature did not at all save him 
from the acrimony of my ridicule. iSo so, good master doctor, 
said I, you are fairly caught in the fuel. You a wine biblier ! 
you, who linve entered the lists like a knight-errant against that 
unantlienticated fermentation P you, who reached your grajid 
climacteric on the strength of the pure element? How long 
have you been so at odds willi yourself? Your time of life can 
be no excuse for the fllteration; since, in one paAsHge of your 
writings, you define old age to be a natural eon8um])tion, which 
withers and attenuates the system ^ and as an inference from 
that position, you reprobate the ignorance of those writers who 
dignify wine with tlie appellation of old men’s milk. AYliat can 
you say, th^efore, in your own defence? * 

Yoi^'imSour me most unjustly, answered the old physician, 
li^^^^ank neat wine, you would have a right to treat me as a 
deserter from my own standard ; but your eyes'may convince you 
that my wine is well mixed. Another heresy, my dear apostle 
of the wells and fountains ! replied I. Becollect how you rated 
the canon Sedillo for drinking wine, though plentifully dashed 
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mth the salubrious fluid. Own modestly and candidly that yCJif 
dieory was unfounded and fanciful, and that wine is not a poi-*.'! 
^onoufl liquor, as you have so falsely and scandalously libelled it 
in your works, any further than, like any other of nature’s boun- 
ties, it may be abused to excess. 

This lecture sat rather uneasily on our doctor’s feelings, as a 
candidate for consistency. He could not deny his inveteracy 
against the use of wine in all his publications ; but pride and va- 
nity not allowing him to acknowledge the justice of my attack 
on his apostacy, he was left without a word to#say for himself. 
Not wishing to push my sarcasm beyond the bounds of good 
humour, I changed the subject : and after a few minutes’ longer 
stay, took my leave, gravely exhorting him to maintain his ground 
against the new practitioners. Courage, Signor Sangrado! said 
I : never Jje weary of setting your wits against Icermes^; andi 
deafen the health-efispensing tribe with your tliunders ag^iinst the 
use of bleeding in the feet. If, spite of all your zeal and jffec- 
tion fer medical orthcKloxy, this empiric generation khould suc- 
ceed in supplanting true and legitimate practice, it will be at 
least your consolation to have exhaustc'd your best endeavours in 
the support of truth and reason. 

As my secrelary and myself were walking to the inn, making 
our observations in high glee on the doctor’s entertaining find 
original character, a man from fifty-five to sixty years of age 
happened to pass near us in the street, walking with his eyes fixed 
on tiie ground, and a large rosary in his hand. I conned over the 
distinctive cut of his appearance most cunningly, and was re- 
warded in the recognition of Signor Manuel Ordoimez, that 
faithful trustee for the affairs of the hospital, of whom so honour- ' 
able mention is made in the first volume of these true and in- 
structive memoirs. Accosting him with the most profound and 
unquestionable tokens of respect, I paid my compliments in due 
form and order 1o the venerable and trust-worthy Signor Ma- 
nuel Ordonnez, the man of all the world in v\hose hands the 
interests of ilie poor and needy are most safely and beneficially 
placed. « At these words he looked mo steadfastly in the face, 
and answered that my features were no*- altogether strange to 
him, but that he could not recollect where he had seen me. I 
used to go backwards and ^forwards to your bouse, replied I, 
when one of my friends, by name Fabricio Nunez, was m your 
service. Ah ! I recollects the circumstance at once, rejoined the 
worthy director with a cunning leer, and have good reason to do 
so ; for you were a brace of pleasant lads, and were ojeigp means 
backward in the little scape-grace tricks of youth and |tiu.’peri- 
ence. Well! and what is become of poor FabricioP Whenever 
he comes across my thoughts, 1 cannot help feeling a little uneasy 
about his temporal and eternal welfare. 

It was to r^eve your mind upon that subject, said 1 to Signor 
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Manuel, that I have taken the liberty of stopping' you in the 
street. Fabricio is settled at Madrid, wliere he employs himself 
in publishing miscellanies and collecfions. What do you mean 
by miscellanies and collections P replied he. I mean, resumed I, 
that he writes in verse and prose, from epic poems and the hij^h- 
est branches of philosophy, down to plays, novels, epij^rams, and 
riddles. In short, he is a lad of universal jj^enius, and most ex- 
emplary benevolence ; sometimes modestly taking to himself the 
credit of his own compositions, and sometimes lending; out his 
talents to the literary ambition of those noblemen who write for 
their own amusement, but wish their names to be concealed, 
except from a chosen circle. By trallic like this, lie sits at the 
very first tables. But how docs he sit at his own? said the 
director :• upon what terms does he live with his baker? Not 
^quite so confidentially as with people of fashion, answered I ; 
for between ourselves, I take him to be quite as dbeh out at 
elbows as ever Jol) was. More bonds and jiid^onents against 
him*tlian m^er Job had, take my word for it ! rejilied Ordonnez. 
Let him lick the spittle of his titleil friends and patrons, till his 
stomach heaves at the nauseating saliva ; his printed dedications 
and his oral flattery, in spite of all the cringing and all the load- 
eating, which constitute the stock in trade of his profession, W'ith 
aH the profits of his works, whether by subscription or ordinary 
publication, wdll not bring grist enough to his mill, to keep hun- 
ger from the door. Mind if what T say does not turn out to be 
true ! lie w ill come to the dogs at last. 

Nothing more likely ! replied J ; for lie cohabils with the 
muses already ; and many a plain man has found to his cost, 
that there is no keeping company with the sisters, w ithout being 
worried by their bullying brethren. My friend Fabriido w'ould 
have done much better by remaining quietly with your lordship ; 
he w’ould now' have been lying on a bed of roses, and everything 
he had touched would have turned to gold. He would at least 
have been in a very snug birth, said Mjinuel. He w as a great 
favourite of mine ; and I meant, by a regular gradation fPorn 
subaltern to principal situations, to fiavo established him in ease 
and affluence on tho.b^is of public eharitjr j but the foolish fel- 
low^ took it into his head to set up for a wit. He wrote a play, 
and brought it out at the theatre in tliis t<nvn ; the piece w'ent 
off tolerably wtII, and nothing then\reforth would serve his turn 
but commencing author by profession. Lope do Vega, in his 
estimation, was but a tyoe of him : preferring, tlierefore, the in- 
toxicatm^apour of public applause to the plain roast and boiled 
ofjjc^^^ubstantial ordinary, ne came to me for his discharge. 

to no purpose for me to argue the poipt, or to prove to 
him what a silly cur he was, to drop the bone and run after the 
shadow : the mad blockhead was so suffocated by the smother of 
authorship) that the instinctive dread of fire could not rouse hii 
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alacrity to escape burning. In skort, he was^miserably ancon* 
sciouB of liis own interest, as his successor can testify : for he, 
possessing practical goo<f sense, though without half Fabricio’s ^ 
quickness and versatility, makes it his whole study and delight 
to go through his business in a workmanlike manner, and to fall 
in with all mv little w^ays. In return for such good conduct, I 
pushed him forward in a manner corresponding with his deserts ; 
and he unites in his own nerson, even at this time of day, two 
offices in tlie hospital, the least lucrative of which w ould be more 
than sufficient to place any honest man at his e9,se, though en- 
cumbered with a yearly teeming wife. 

Ch. II. — Gil Bias continvei his journey ^ and arrives in safety at Oviedo, 
The condition of his family. His fathtr*s deaths and its cofjsef/riences, 

Fbom Valladolid we got to Oviedo in four days, without 
untoward Accident on the road, in spite of the proverb, which 
says, that robbers lay their ears to the ground, w'hen pilgrims 
are going with rich offerings, and traders are riding witn fat 
purses. It would have been a feasible, as well as a tempting 
speculation. Two tenants of a subterraneous abode mighti^have 
presented an aspect to have frightened our doubloons into a 
surrender; for courage was not one of the qualities I had im- 
bibed at court; and Bertrand, my mule-driver, seemed not to^o 
of a temper to get his brains blown out in defending a purse 
into which he had no free ingress. Scipio was the only one of 
the party w^ho was anything of a bully. 

It w'as night when we came into town. Our lodgings were at 
an inn near my uncle, Gil Perez, the canon. 1 was very desirous 
of ascertaining the circumstances of my parents, before my first '' 
interview with them ; and, in order to gain that information, it 
was impossible to make my enquiries in a better channel than 
througn my landlord and landlady, into the lines of whoso faces 
you could not look without being satisfied that they knew every 
tittle of their neighbours’ concerns. As it turned out, the land- 
lord kenned me after a diligent perusal of my features, and cried 
out : BytSaint Antony of Padua I this is the son of the honest 
usher. Bias of Santillane. Ay indeed ! said the hostess ; and so 
it is : without a single muscle altered I just, for all the world that 
same little stripling Gil Bias, of whom we used to say that he was 
as saucy as he was high. It Brings old times to my memory ! when 
he used to come hither with his bottle under his arm, to fetch 
wine for his uncle’s supper. 

Madam, said I, you have a most inveterate memo^y<vbut for 
goodness sake change the subiect, and tell me the modi^'i^ws 
of my family. My father and mother are doubtless in no ^ 
enviable situation. In good truth, you may say that, answeifed 
the landlady : you may rack your brains as long as you like, but 
you will never think of anything half so miserable as what they 
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Are suiferinR at this present dtoment. Oil Perez, good soul ! is 
^efunct all down one side bv a stroke the palsy, and the other 
half of him is little better than a corpse ; we cannot expect him 
to last long : then your father, who w^ent to live with bis reve- 
rence a little while ago, is troubled with an inflammation of the 
lungs, and is standing, as a body may say, ouavery-mavery 
between life and death; while your mother, wno is not over 
and above hale and hearty herself, is obliged to nurse them 
both. ^ ' ; 

On thi^jnitolUitexi^e, which made mS feel some oompnnetious 
yearningaimidature^ I left Bertrand wiili my stud 4nd''baggago 
at the innli^Q^^ With my secretary at my heels, who would not 
^desert me|^^jd]r time of need, I repaired tomy utlcle’s house. 
(^The mom^^ esuie within my mother’s reach, a natural emotion 
'of matemijd'^lmtliict unfolded to her who I was, befor;p Is^er eyes 
could have tun over the traces of my edun^nance. 

Son, said With A melancholy expression, after having em- 
braced me, ^ine and be ^present at your father^! dea&; your 
visit |s just in t^e to take in all the piteous citehms^nces ot 
80 deplorable an event. With this heart-rending reception, she 
led me by hind into a chamber where the wi^tch^ Bias of 
S^tillane, ktrelihed on a comfortless bed, in cold and dismal 
accord wi& t&S thinness of his fortunes, was just entering on the 
last great ioiAiti^/hnman nature. Thouf^h surrounded by the 
shades of ihHip^ he was not quite unconscious of what was pass- 
ing abou^lK4 :Hy dearest friend, said my motfie^ here is 
your son who intreats your forgiveness for ail his un- 

dutiful be||i|te and is come to ask your blessing ^before you 
die. At ililriidings my father ^uea his eyes, which were on 
the point M^^osingror wver s he &ed them upon me ; aind read- 
ing in mjl^ntenaiiee, hotwiUistaikding the awful hrink^q which 
ho stood, wf t wae a mneere mbuiier for hit IdsSi hil. feelings 
were recflm,fo syih]^thy by mVaorrow. He erw inade an 
attempt ti^Pflr,^feat iria atrengtb traa too much exMlsted. I 
took one df hands in mine, and while I bathed it with hiy 
tears, in spedeUess agpny of eoul, be breathed bis Iasi? as if he 
had only waited my arrival to pay the debt of nature, and wing 
his way to scenes of untried being. 

This event bad been too long preaeat to my mother's mind 
to overwhelm her with any unparalleled afliiction. Perhaps it 
•at more heavily on me than on hef, though my father had 
never in hh*. life given me any reason to feel for him as a father. 
But Jj^Iiies that mere filial mstinct would have made me weep 
cold remains, I reproached myself with ndt having oon- 
^‘tribhted to the comfort of nis latter days ; then, when I consi- 
dered what a hard-hearted villain I had been, I seemed to my* 
self like a monster of ingratitude, or rather like an impious par- 
ricide. My uncle, whom I afterwards saw lying at nis lei^h 
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At len^i filie got to the end of her tether, and I began my 
eareer. With respect to my general adventures, I passed them 
^ over lightly ; but when I came to spelik of the visit which the 
son of iJertrand Muscada, the grocer of Oviedo, had mid me at 
Madrid, I enlarged with decent compunction on that dark article 
in the history of my life. I must frankly own, said I to my 
mother, that I gave that young follow^ a very bad reception j 
and he, doubtless, in revenge, must have drawn a hideous outline 
of my moral features. He did you more than justice, I trust, 
answered she ; for ho told us that he found you so puffed and 
swollen with the good fortune thrust upon you by the prime 
minister, as scarcely to acknowledge him among your former 
‘ acquaintance ; and, when ho gave you a moving description of 
? \ our miseries, you listened as ii you had no interest in the tale, 
'or knowledge of the parties. But as fathers and mothers can 
always find some clue for palliation in the conduct of their grace- 
less children, we were loth to believe that you had so bad a 
heart. Your arrival at Oviedo justilies our favourable interpre- 
tation, and those tears which are now flowing down your cheeks, 
are so many pledges either of your iauoccuco or your refor- 
mation. 

Your constructions ^vore too partial, replied 1 ; there was a 
great deal of truth in young Muscada’s report. AVhen he came 
to see me, all my faculties were engrossed by vanity and mam- 
mon ; ambition, the prevailing devil which possessed me, left not 
a thought to throwaway on the desolate condition of my parents. 
It therefore could b(! no wonder, if in such a disjwsition of mind 
I gave rather a freezing reception to a man who, accosting mo in 
a peremptory style, took upon him to say, without mincing the 
matter, that it was well known 1 was as rich as a Jew', and 
therefore he advised me to send you a good round sum, seeing 
that you w'erc very much put to tyour shifts : najy, he went so 
far as to reproach me, in phrase of more sincerity than good 
manners, with my unfeeling negligence of my family. His con* 
founded personality stuck in my throat ; so that losing my llltk 
stock of patience, I shoved him fairly by the shoulders out ot 
mv closet. It must bo confessed that I took the administration 
of justice a little too much into ray own hands, being judge and 
party in the same cause ; neither w^s it proper that you should 
bear the brunt, because the grocer was a little anti-sacebarine in 
his phraseology ; nor w as his advice the less pertinent or just, 
though c^’hed in homely terms, or urged with plodding vul- 
garity. 

. ;wwis came plump in the teeth of my conscience, the moment 
-4* had turned Muscada out of doors. The voice of natural in- 
stinct contrived to make its way ; my duty to my parents brought 
the blood into my face ; but it was the blush of shame for its 
neglect, and not the glow of triumph at its performance. Tet 
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eren mj i^emorse can give me little credit in Yonr eyes, since it 
was soon stifled in the fumes of avarice and ambition* But some 
time afterwards, having been safely lodged in the tower of Se- ' 
goviaby royal mandate, I fell dangerously ill there ; and that 
timely remembrancer was the cau^e of bringing back your son 
to you. So true is it, that sickness and imprisonment were my 
best moral tutors ; for they enabled nature to resume her rights, 
and weaned me effectually from the court. Henceforth all my 
dear delight is in solitude ; and my only business in the Asturias 
is to intreat that you would share with me in the mild pleasures 
of a retired life. If you reject not my earnest petition, I will 
attend you to an estate of mine in the kingdom ot Valencia, and 
we will live there together very comfortably. You are of course 
aware that 1 intended to take my father thither also | but since ^ 
heaven has ordained it otherwise, let me at least have the ^satis*^, 
faction of ^affording an asylum to my mother, and making amends 
by all the attentions in my power for the fallow seasons in the 
former harvest of my filial duty. 

I accept your kind intentions in very good part, said my mo- 
ther ; and w'ould take the journey without hesitation, if 1 saw 
no obstacles in the way. But to desert your uncle in his present 
condition would be unpardonable ; and I am too much accus- 
tomed to this part of the country, to like livinu elsewhere : 
nevertheless, as the proposal deserves to be maturely weighed, I 
will consider further of it at my leisure. At present, your 
father's funeral reauires to be ordered and arranged. As for 
that, said I, we willlokve it to the care of the young man whom 
you saw with me ; he is my secretary, with as clever a head and . 
as good a heart as you have often been acquainted with ; let the 
business rest with him ; it cannot be in better hands. 

Hardly had I pronounced these words, when Scipio came 
back ; for it was already broad day. He enquired whether he 
could be of any service in our present distresses. I answered 
that he was come just in time to receive some very important 
dii^ctions. As soon as he was made acquainted with the busi- 
ness in tend : A. word to the wise ! said he ; the whole proces- 
sion with its appropriate heraldry is already marshalled m this 
head of mine ; you may trust me for a very pretty funeral. 
Have a care, saia my mother, to make it plain and decent with- 
out anything like pomp or parade. It can ' scarcely be too 
humble for my husband, whom all the town knows to have b^n 
low in rank, and indigent in^ciroumstances. Ma^f^pi, replied 
Scipio, though he had been the meanest and most destii^ute of 
the human race, I would not bate one button in the array of t'ig 
posthumous honours. My master’s credit is at stake in the v 
proper conduct of the ceremony ; he has been in an ostensiUt 
situation under the Duke of Lerma, and his father gOught to be 
bumd with all the forms of state and nobility. 
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I tihonght exactljr as my secretary did upon the subjeot ; and 
even went so far as^to^bia him spare no expense on the occasion. 
A little leaven of Vanity still ferment«>d in the mass of my phi* 
loBophyi and rose in mv bosom with all the ofiervescenoo or its 
original lightness, ^ I flattered myself that by lavis^hing posthu* 
mous honoura on a|father who had blessed the day of his decease 
by no lucrative bequest, I should instil into the conceptions of 
the bystanders a high sense of my generous nature. My mo- 
ther, on her part, whatever airs of hiqaility she might put on, 
had no dislike Jo seeing her husband carried out with mie ob- 
servance of funeral pomp and ceremony. Wo therefore left 
Scipio to do just as he pleased ; and he, without a moment’s 
delay, adopted all the necessary measures for the display of the 
undertaker’s liveliest fancy. 

, The genius of that artist was called forth but too successfully. 
His emblems, devices, and draperies, were so ostentsltious, as to 
[ disgust instead of cajoling the natives : everv individusl, wbe- 
thef of the town or the suburbs, wliethj^r high or low, rich or 
poor, felt shocked and insulted by this after-thought parade. 
This ministerial beggar on horseback, said one, can put his hand 
into his pocket for liis father’s funeral baked meats, but never 
found in his heart wherewithal to furnish his living table with 
oemraon necessaries. It would have been much more to the pur- 
pose, said another, to have made the old gentleman s latter aays 
comfortable, than to have wasted such thriftless sums on a post 
obit act of filial munificence. In short, quips of the brain and 
peltings of the tongue pattered round our execrated heads. It 
would have been well had the storm been only a whirlwind of 
passion, or hurricane of words ; but we were all, Scipio, Ber- 
trand, and myself, corporally admonished of our misdeedi, on* 
our coming out of chuich ; they abused us like pickpockets, 
made mouths and odious noise.s as we passed, and followed Ber- 
trand at his heels to the inn with a copious volley of stones and 
mud. To disperse the mob which had collected before my uncle’s 
house, my mother was obliged to shew herself at the window, 
and to declare publicly, that she was thoroughly satisfied with my 
proceedings. Anothe]^ detachment had filed off to the stable- 
^ard where my carriage stood, in the full determination of break- 
ing it to pieces ; and this they would inevitably have done, if 
the landlord and landlady had not fbund some means o^nieting 
their perturbed spirits, and turning them aside from tlmir out- 
rageous purpose. 

All th|«#affront8, so revolting to my dignity, the effect of the 
tiles ^iwch the voung grocer had been spreading about town, 
t me with such a thorough hatred for my native place, 

that I determined on quitting Oviedo almost immediately, tSoaga 
but for this bustle I might have made it my residence for some 
tiino. i anUbUAoed my intention, with the reasons of it, to ittj 
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mother, who, consideriog my uncouth reception as no very flat* 
tering compliment to herselfi did not urge my longer stay among 
peopb so little inclined toi treat me civilly. The only point re- 
maining now to be discussed, was her future destiny and pro- 
vision. My dear mother, said I, since my uncle stands so much 
in need of your attendance, I will no longer urge you to go along 
with me ; but, as his days seem likely to be very few on earth, 
you must promise to come and take up your abode with me at 
my farm, as soon as the l^t duties are performed to his honoured 
remains. 

I shall make no such promise, answered my mother, for I mean 
to pass the remnant of my days in the Asturias, and in a state 
of perfect independence, will "you not on all occasions, replied 
[, be absolute mistress in my household P May be so, .and may 
be not ! rejoined she : you have only to fall m love ^ith some 
flirt of a gwl. and then you will marry ; then she will, be my 
daughter-in-law, and I shall be her stepmother ; and then we 
shall live together as stepmothers and oaughters-in-kw usiially 
do. Your prognostics, said I, are fetched from a great distance. 
I have not at present the most remote intention of entering into 
the happy state : but even though such a whim should take pos- 
session of my brain, I will pledge myself for instructing my wife 
betimes in an implicit submission to your will and pleasure. That 
^ is giving security, without the means of making good your con- 
tract, replied my mother ; you would scarcely be able to justify 
bail. I would not even swear that in our sparring-matches, you 
might not take your wife’s part in preference to mine, however 
ill she might behave, or however unreasonable she might argue. 

You tmk very excellent sense, madam, cried my secretary, 
coming in for his share of the conversation : I think just as you 
do, that docility is about as much the virtue of a donxey as of a 
daughter-in-law. As the matter stands, that there may be no 
difference of opinion between my master and you, since you are 
absolutely determined to live asunder, you in the Astunas, and 
ho m the kingdom of Valencia, he must allow you an annuity of 
a hundr^ pistoles, and send me hither every year for the pay- 
ment ]oy thus arranging matters, mother and son will be very 
good friends, with an interval of two hui^dred leagues between 
them. The parties concerned fell in at once with the proposal : 
I paid thp flrst year in advance, and stole out of Ovieao the 
next mofning before dawiy for fear of vying with Saint Stephen 
in popular favour. Such were the charms of my return to my 
native place. An admirable lesson this, for those sa;w 388 fol up- 
starts, who having gone abroad to make their fortunes; ^me 
home to be tiie purse-proud tyrants of their birth-place. V 
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Ohi* III.— (W Blta sHi out for VaUneia^ and arriveo at Liriat t dacrifh 
thn of his seat f the particulars qf his receptiont and the characters 
if the mhahitants he found there, * 

We took the road for Leon, afterwards that of Palencia; and, 
continuing our journey by short stages, arrived on the evening 
of the tenth day at the town of Segorba, whence early on the 
morrow we repaired to my seat, at the distance of very little 
more than three leagues. In proportion as we approached nearer, 
it was amusing to see with what a longing eye my secretary looked 
at all the estatek which lay in our way, to the right and left of 
the road. Whenever he caught a glimpse of any, which bespoke 
die rank and opulence of its owner, ho never missed pointing at 
it with hi$ finger, and wishmg that were the place of our re* 
treat. 

I Iftiow not, my good friend, said I, what idea you have formed 
of our fiabitation ; but if you have taken it into your head that 
our8»is a mggnificent house, with the domain of a great landed 
proprietor, 1 warn you in time that you are laying much too 
Battering an unction to your vanity. 

If you have no mind to be the dupe of a warm imagination, 
figure to yourself tlie little ornamented cottage which Horace 
fitjod up near Tibur in the country of the Sabines, on a small 
farm, the fee-simple of which was given him by Mescenas. Don 
Alphonso has made me just such another present, more as a 
token of afiection, than for the value of tne thing. Then I 
must expect to see nothing but a dirty hovel ! exclaimed Scipio. 
Bear in mind, replied I, that I have always given you quite 
an unvarnished description of my place ; and now, even at this 
moment, you may judge for yourself whether I have not stuck 
to truth and nature in my representations. Just carry your 
eye along the course of the Guadalaviar, and observe at a 
little distance from the further bank, near that hamlet, consist- 
ing of nine or ten tenements, a house with four small turrets \ 
that is my mansion. • 

The deuce and all ! stammered out my secretary, 8hort-J)reatbed 
with sudden admiration ; why, that house is one of the prettiest 
things in nature. Besides the castellated air which those turrets 
give it, all the beauties of situation and architecture, fertility 
of soil, and perfection of landscape,* combine to rival excel 
the immediate neighbourhood of Bevil^e, complimented bs it is 
for its picturesque attractions by the appellation of an earthly 
paradise, ^ad we chosen the place of our settlement for our- 
aelvea^it could not have been more to my taste ; a river meanders 
^:^gh the grounds, distilling plenty and verdure from its fer- 
KHging bosom ; the leafy honours of an umbrageous wood invite 
die nwd-day walk, and qualify the temperature of the seasonst 
What a heavenly abode of aolitade and contemplation 1 Ah 1 m 
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dear master, we sball act very foolisbly, if we are in a hurry ha 
run away from our happiness. 1 am delighted, answered I, that 
you are so well satished if^th the retreat provided for ns, thongh 
yet acquainted with only a small part of its attractions. 

As we were chatting in this strain, we got nearer and nearer 
to the house, where the door opened as by magic, the moment 
Scipio announced Signor Gil Bias de Santillane, who was coming 
to take possession or his estate. At ilie mention of this name, 
received with reverential homage by the people who had been 
instructed in the transfer of their obedience, piy carriage was 
admitted into a large court where I alighted ; then leaning with 
all my weight upon Scipio, as if walking was a derogation from 
my dignity, and putting on the great man after the most conse- 
quential models, I reached the hall, w^here, on my entrance, seven 
or eight servants made their obeisances. They tofd me^ they 
Vere come^to welcome their new master with their best Igves ana 
duties : that Don Csesar and Don Alphonso de L^va had chosen 
them to form my establishment, one in quality of cook, andther 
as under- cook, a third as scullion, a fourth as porter, and the 
rest as footmen ; with an express injunction to receive no wages 
or perquisites, as those two noblemen meant to defray all the 
expenses of my household. The cook, Master Joachim by namie, 
was commander in chief of this battalion, and announced to me 
the w'hole array of the campaign ; he declared that he had laid in a 
large stock of the choicest wines in Spain, and insinuated that 
for the solid supply of the table, he flattered himself a person of 
his education and experience, who had been six years at the head 
of my Lord Archbishop of Valencia's kitchen, must know how to 
dish up a dinner, so as to meet the ideas of the most fastidious 
layman in Christendom. But the proof of the pudding is in the 
eating, added he ; po I will just go and give you a specimen of 
my twnt. You had better take a walk, my lord, while dinner 
is getting ready : look about the premises ; and see whether yon 
find them in tenantable condition for a person of your lordship's 
dignity. 

The reader may guess whether 1 did not stir my stumps ; and 
Scipio, stiU more eager than myself to ^e a bird's eve inven- 
tory of our goods and chattels, dragged me back and fore from 
room to room. There w as not a corner of the house that we did , 
not peejp into, from the gafret to the cellar ; not a closet or a i 
crann^at least as we supposed, could escape our prying curio- 
sity ; and in every fresh room we went into, I had occasion td 
admire the kindness of Don Ccesar and his son toU^rds me. ^ I 
was struck, among other things, with two apartmentsw^^di 
were as elegantly furnished as they could be, without misp li l^^. 
magnificence. One of them was hung with tapestry, the ^le* 
brated manufacture of the Low Countries ; the velvet bed and 
oltauni were stiU very handsome, though in the frahion 
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toe when the Moon possessed the kingdom of Valencia. Tlie 
furniture of the othe^ room was in the same taste ; to wit, an 
|Old suit of hangings, fcade of yellow Qenoa damask, with a bed 
lawJ arm chairs to matbh, fringed with blue silk. All these effects, 
which would have furnished but a sorry display in an upholsterer’s 
shop, made no contemptible appearance in their present situation. 

After having rummaged over every article of the paraphernalia, 
my secretary and myself returned to the dining-room, where the 
cloth was laid for two ; we sat down ; and in an instant they 
served up so delicious an olla podrida, that we could not help 
revolving on tlfe various turns of the fate below, which had 
parted the good Archbishop of Valencia from his cook. We had 
^th a moat catholic and ravenous appetite ; a circumstance 
which addfd new zest to our praises and enjoyments. Between 
every succeeding help, my servants, with all the alacrity of fresh 
and holiday service, filled our largo glasses to the^brim witl^ 
wine, the choicest vintage of La Mancha. Scipio, not thinking 
it genteel to express aloud the inward chucklings of his heart at 
our dainty rare, winked and nodded his delight, and spoke by 
signs, which I returned with the like dumb eloquence of over- 
flowing satisfaction. The remove was a dish of roast quails, 
flanking a little leveret in high order, just kept long enough ; for 
thjf we left our hash, good as it was, and gorged ourselves to a 
surfeit on the game. When we had eaten as if we had never 
eaten before, and pledged one another in due proportion, we 
rose from table and went into the garden, to look out for some 
cool, pleasant spot, and take our afternoon’s nap voluptuously. 

If hitherto my secretary had goggled satisfaction at what he 
had seen, he stared wider and grinned broader at this vista vision 
of the garden. He scarcely allowed the comparison to be in 
favour of the Escurial. The reason of its extreme niceness was, 
that Don Csesar, who came backwards and forwards to Lirias, 
took pleasure in improving and ornamenting it. AU'the walks 
well gravelled and lined with orange trees, a large reservoir of 
white marble, with a lion in bronze spouting water like a dpU 
phin’s deputy in the middle, the beauty of tlie flower borders, 
the profusion and variety of the fruit trees ; such prefty parti- 
onlars as these made Shipio smack his lips, and snuff the air ; 
but his raptures reached their summit at the gradual descent of 
a long walk, leadmg to the bailiff’s pottage, and overarched by 
the interwoven boughs of the trees nlanted on each sidd^vWhile 
eulogizing a place so well adapted mr i refuge from the intense- 
ness of thejisat, we made a halt, and sat down at the foot of au 
elm, where sleep required very little cunning to entangle two 
hi^*f^; half-tipsy blades, just risen from so voluptuous and 
Voracious a repast. 

Lt about two hours we were startled out of our sleep by the 
fS|KH^ of muaketsy, popping so near the head^quarters it our 
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repose, that we apprehended the camp to be attacked. On the 
alert I was the first idea that invaded our dozing minds. Thai; 
we might procure the moit authentic intelligence, in what direc- 
tion the enemy was approaching, we directed our march towards 
the bailiff’s tenement. There were collected eight or ten clod- 
hoppers, all friends and neighbours, assembled on the green for 
the purpose of honouring my arrival, just communicated to the 
vacant senses of the said clodhoppers, by a discharge of fire- 
arms, whose barrels and furniture might thank me for the un- 
usual favour of a thorough cleaning. The greater part of them 
were acouainted with my person, having seen* me more than 
once at the castle, while engaged in the business of my steward- 
ship. No sooner did they set eyes on me, than they all shouted 
in unison ; Long life to our new lord and master ! welcome to 
Lirias ! Then they loaded once again, and fired another volley 
lin honour ^f the occasion. My habits and manners were* soft- 
ened down to the most condescending urbanity, though with a 
decorous infusion of distance, lest any degrading cqpstructiona 
migh^ be put upon too unlimited a freedom of address. With 
respect to my protection, I promised it according to the custo- 
mary charter of newly-installed possessors ; and went so far as 
to throw them a purse of twenty pistoles: and this, in my 
opinion, was the pomt of all others in my conduct, which touched 
their hearts most nearly. After this benefaction, I left them at 
liberty to waste as much powder as they pleased, and withdrew 
with my secretly into the wood, where we walked to and fro 
till night-fall, without being at all tired of our rural prospect : 
so many charms had the view of a landscape, heightened by the 
substantial beauties of ownership in fee-simple, to our elevated 
and delighted imaginations ! 

The cook, the under- cook, and the scullion were not resting 
upon their oars all this time : they were working hard to fit up 
for us an krtifice of belly timber, more magnificent than what 
we had already demolished ; so that we were over head and ears 
in ^unazement, when on our return to the room where we had 
dined, we saw on the table a dish of four roast partridges, with 
a smoth^ed rabbit on one side, and a fricasseed capon on the 
other. The second course consisted of p^s* ears, jugged game, 
and chocolate cream. We drank deeply of the most delicious 
wines, and began to think ^f going to bed, when it became a 
matterrtff doubt whether we could sit up any longer. Then 
my people, with lighted (handles before me, led the way to the 
best bed-room, where they were all most officious in^sis^g to 
undress me: but when they had tendered me my gown and 
nightcap, I dismissed them with an authoritative uncralafioOsBif 
my hand, signifyiiw that their services were dispensed with 
the remainder of that night. 

Thus 1 sent them all about their business, keeping Scipio ffir 
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a little private conferi^nce betweea ourselves ; a^d I led to it by 
asking him what ha thought of mjL reception, as arranged by 
order of my noble patrons. Indeed and indeed, answered he. 
the human heart could not devise anything more delicious ; 1 
only wish we may g6 on as we have begun. I have no wish of 
the kind, replied I : it is contrary to my principles to allow that 
my benefactors should put themselves to so much expense on my 
account ; it would be a downright fraud upon their oenevolence* 
Besides, I could never feel myself at home with servants in the 
pay of other people ; it is just like living in a lodging or an inn. 
Then it is to be remembered, that I did not come hither to live 
upon so expensive a scale. What occasion have we for so large 
an establishment of servants P Our utmost want, with Bertrand, 
is a cook, a scullion, and a footman. Though my secretary w'ould 
not have been at all sorry to table for a continuance at the go- 
vernor *of Valencia’s expense, he did not oppose his own luxurious 
taste to my moral delicacy, but conformed at once to my senti- 
ments, ana approved tlie reduction I was meditating to introduce. 
That point being decided, ho left my chamber, and betook him- 
self to his pillow* in his own. 

Oh. IV . — A journey to Valencia^ and a visit to the lords of Leyva, The 
* conversation of the gentlemen^ and Seraphina's demeanour, 

I ooT my clothes off as soon as possible, and went to bod, where, 
finding no great inclination to sleep, I communed with my own 
thoughts. The mutual attachment between the lords of Leyva 
and myself was uppermost in the various topics of my contem- 
plation. With my heart full of their late kindness, I determined 
on setting out for their residence the next day, and quenching 
my impatience to thank them for their favours. Neither was it 
a slenaer gratification to anticipate another interview with Sera- 
phina ; though there w as somewhat of alloy in that pleasure : it 
was impossible to reflect w ithout shuddering, that X should at 
the same time have to encounter the glances of Dame Lorenza 
Sephora, who might not be greatly delighted at the renewil of 
our acquaintance, should her memory happen to stiftnble upon 
the circumstances connected with a certain box on the ear. With 
my mind exhausted by all these different suggestions, my eyelids 
at length closed, and the sun had pj^eped in at my windfow, long 
before they turned upon their hinges. 

1 wis soon out of bed ; and dressed myself with all possible 
expeditio^in the earnest desire of prosecuting my intended 
journey, ^ust as I had finished my hasty operations, my secre- 
tary came into the room. Scipio, said I, you behold a man on 
r the point of setting out for Valencia. 1 ought to lose no time in 

S kying my respects to those noblemen to whom I am indebted 
r my litUe independence. Every moment of delay in the per- 
formsace of this duty throws a new weight of ingratitude 6n my 
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conscience. Atjor you, my friend, there is no necessity for your 
attendance ; Bi»y here during my absence ; I shall come back to 
you within the space of %, week. Heaven speed you, sir ! an- 
swered he— be sure you do not sli/i^ht Don Alphonso and his 
father— they seem to me to thrill with the kincfly vibrations ot 
friendship, and to be unbounded in their acknowledgment of ob- 
ligation : ^titude and benevolence are so uncommon in |^ple 
of rank, that they deserve to be made the most of where found. 
I sent a message to Bertrand, to hold himself in readiness for 
setting out, and took my chocolate while he was harnessing the 
mules. When all was prepared, I got into my carriage, after 
having directed my people to consider my secretary as master of 
the house in my absence, and to obey his orders as if they were 
my own. 

I got to Valencia in less than four hours, and drove at once to 
the governbr's stables, where I alighted and left my e<}uipage. 
On going to the house, I was informed that Don Cssar an^^his 
son were together. I did not wait for an introduction, but went 
in without ceremony ; and addressing myself to both of them, 
Servants, said I, never send in their names to their masters ; 
here is an old piece of family furniture, not ornamental indeed, 
but of a fashion when gratitude was neither out of date nor opt 
of countenance. These words were accompanied with an effort 
to throw myself on my knees ; but they anticipated my purpose, 
and embraced me one after the other with all possible evioence 
of sincere affection. Well, then, my dear Santillane, said Don 
Alphonso, you have been at Lirias to take possession of your 
litUe property. Yes, my lord, answered I ; and my next request 
is, that you would be pleased to take it back again. What is 
your reason for that P replied he. Is there anything about it at 
all offensive to your taste P Not in the place itBelf,jrejoined I ; 
on the contrary, that is everything that my heart cal wish ; the 
only fault I have to find with it is, that the kitchen smells too 
strongly of the hierarchy ; a lay Christian should not live like 
an ai'chbishop ; besides that, there are three times as many ser- 
vants as are necessary, and consequently you are put to an ex- 
pense at once enormous and useless. 

Had you accepted the annuity of two thousand ducats which 
we offered you at Madrid, jaia Don Ceesar, we should have 
thought^ enough to give you the mansion furnished it is ; 
but you Know,* you refused it; and we felt it but right to do 
what we have done as an equiv^ent. Your bounty hyi^been too 
lavish, answered ! : the gift of the estate was the utmost limit to 
which it should have been extended, and that was more than 
sufficient to crown my largest wishes. But to say nothing about 
what it has cost you to keep up so great and expensive & esti^ 
bUshm^nt, 1 declare to you most solenniy that these stand 
in my wayi and are a great mmoyince. In one word, gentte» 



OIL BIAS tKTBOBUOBB TO 8BBAPHIBA. 


478 


men, either take bao]| your boon, or ^ve me leave to enjoy it in 
my own way. I pronounced these laet words eo much as if 1 was 
^in earnest, that the fisher and son, notoeaning to lay me under 
any unpleasant restrict, at length gave me their permission to, 
manage my household as it should seem expedient to my ^tter 
judgment. 

I was thanking theOni very kindly for having granted me that 
privilege, without whfch a dukedom would liave been but splen* 
did slavery, when Don Alphonso interrupted me by saying : My 
dear Gil Bias, J will introduce you to a lady who will he ex- 
tremely happy to see you. Thus preparing me for die inter- 
view, he took me by the hand and led the way to Seraphina's 
apartment, who set up a scream of joy on recognizing me. Ma- 
dam, said- the governor, I flatter myself that the visit of our 
friend Santillane at Valencia is not less acceptable to you than 
mysellr. • On that head, answered she, he may rest eonddently 
assured ; time has not obliterated the remembrance of the service 
which he once rendered me, and to that must be added a new 
debt of gratitude incurred on the score of your obligations. I 
told the governor’s lady that I was already too well requited for 
the danger which I had shared in common with her deliverers, 
in exposing my life for her sake : compliments to the like effect 
were bandied about for some time on both sides, when lijn 
Alphonso motioned to quit Seraphina’s room. We then went 
back to Don Ceosar, whom we found in the saloon with a fashion* 
able party, who were come to dinner. 

All these gentlemen were introduced, and paid their compli- 
ments to me in the politest manner; nor did their attentions 
relax in assiduity, when Don Cusar told them that I had been 
one of the Duke of Lerma’s principal secretaries. In all likeli- 
hood several of them might not be unacquainted tliat Don Al- 
phonso had been promoted to the government of Valencia by my 
interest, for pbliticaf secrets are seldom kept. However that 
might be, while we were at table, the conversation principally 
turned on the new cardinal. Some of the company either ware, 
or affected to be, his unqualified admirers, wdiiie others allowed 
his merit upon the whde, but thought it had been rather over- 
rated. I plainly saw through their design of drawing me on to 
enlarge on the subject of his eminence, and to gratify their taste 
for scandal with court anecdotes at bis expense. I have 
been weff enough pleased to have delivered my real sewmenta 
on his character, but 1 kept my tongue within my teeth, and 
thereby patihd in the estimation of the guests for a close, confi- 
dential, j^litio, trust-worthy young statesman, 
r party respectively retfted home after dinner to take their 
nap, when Don Csssar and his son, yielding to a simfiar 
inelination, jshut Ihemselves up in their apartments. 

¥or my own part, fiiU of impatience to see a town which 1 
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80 often heard extolled for ita beauty, I went out of the goremor’a 
palace with the intention cf walking through the streets. At the 

S ate a man accosted me itith the following address : Will Signor 
e Santdlane allow me to take the liberty of p^ing my respects 
to him P 1 asked him who and what he was. 1 am Don Csesar s 
valet-de-chambre, answered he, but was one of his ordinary foot» 
men during your stewardship ; I used to make my court to you 
every morning, and you used to take a great deal of notice of 
me. I regularly gave you intelligence of what was passing in 
the house. Do you recollect my apprising you^ne day that the 
village surgeon of Leyva was privately admitted into Dame 
Lorenza Sephora’s bedchamber F It is a circumstance which I 
have by no means forgotten, replied I. But now that we are 
talking of that formidable duenna, what is become of her P Alas 1 
resumed he, the poor creature moped and dwindled after your 
departure,«‘and at length gave up the ghost, more to the mef of 
Seraphina than of Don Alphonso, who seemed to consider her 
death as no great evil. 

Don CsBsar s valet-de-chambre, having thus acquainted me 
with Sephora's melancholy end, made an humble apology for 
having presumed to stop my walk, and then left me to continue 
my progress. I could not help paying the tribute of a sigh to 
the memory of that ill-fated duenna; and her decease afiedied 
me the more, because I taxed myself with that melancholy catas- 
trophe, though a moment’s reflection would have convinced me, 
that the grave owed its precious prey to the inroads of her cancer, 
rather than to the cruel charms of my person. 

I looked with an eye of pleasure upon everything worth notice 
in the town. The archbisnop’s marble palace feasted my eyes 
with all the magnificence of architecture ; nor were the piazzas 
which surrounded the exchange much inferior in commercial 
grandeur ^ but a large building at a distance, with a great crow d 
standing before the doors, attracted all my attention. I w ent 
nearer, to ascertain the reason why so great a concourse of both 
seies was collected, and was soon let into the secret by reading 
the following inscription in letters of gold on a tablet of black 
marble over tlie door: La Posada de hs Bepresentantes^ The 
plav-bills announced for that day a new tragedy, never performed, 
ana gave the name of Don Gabriel Triaquero as the author. 

Ch. Bias goes to ihg^ploy^ and sees a new tragedy* fha success 

gf the piece. The public taste at Vatenm, 

I STOPPED for some minutes before the door, to makl^y remarks ^ 
on the people who were going in. There were some of all sorts 
and sizes. Here was a Knot of gdnteel-looking fellows, wh08^ 
tailors at least had" done justice to their fashionable pret^ions } 
there a mob of ili-favoured and ill-mannered mortals, in a garb 
♦ The theatre. 
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to identify vulgarity.^ To the right was a bevy of noble ladies. 

^ alighting from their wriages to take possession of their private 
^ boxes ; to the left a fribe of female traders in lubricity, who came 
to sell tlieir wares in the lobby. This mixed concourse of speor 
tators, as various in their minds as in their faces, gave me an 
itching inclination to increase their number. Just as I was 
taking my check, the governor and his lady drove up. They 
spied me out in the crowd, and having sent for me, took me with 
them to their box, where I placed myself behind them, in such a 
position as to converse at my ease with either. 

The theatre was filled with spectators from the ceiling down- 
awards, the pit thronged almost to suffocation, and the stage 
crowded with knights of the three military orders. Here is a 
full house^! said i to Don Alphonso. You arc not to consider 
that as anything extraordinary, answered he ; the tragedy now 
about t^^ be produced is from the pen of Don GabrieVTriaquero, 
the most fashionable dramatic writer of his day. "V^enever the 
play-bill announces any novelty from this favourite author, the 
whole town of Valencia is in a bustle. The men as well as the 
women talk incessantly on the subject of the piece : all the boxes 
are taken ; and, on the first night of performance, there is a risk 
of broken limbs in getting in, though the price of admission is 
daubled, with the exception of the pit, which is too authoritative 
a part of the house for the proprietors to tamper with its pati- 
ence. What a paroxysm of partiality! said 1 to the governor. 
This eager curiosity of the puolic, this hot-headed impatience to 
be present at the first representation of Don Gabriel’s pieces, 
gives me a magnificent idea of that poet’s genius. 

At this period of our conversation the curtain rose. We im- 
mediately left off talking, to fix our whole attention on the stage. 
The applauses were rapturous even at tlie prologue : as the per- 
formance advanced, every sentiment and situation, nay, almost 
every line of the piece called forth a burst of acclamation ; and 
at the end of each act the clapping of hands was so loud and in- 
cessant, as almost to bring tlie building about our ears. After 
the dropping of the curtain, the author was pointed aut to me, 
going about from box Jo box, and with all the modes^ of a suc- 
cessful poet, submitting his head to the imposition of those lau- 
rels, which the gentemer, and especially the fairer part of the 
audience had prepared for his coroi!fation. 

We returned to the governor’s palaye, where we were^et by 
a party of three or four gentlemen. Besides these mere amateurs, 
there werctwo veteran authors of considerable eminence in their 
line, and a gentleman of Madrid with tolerably fair claims to critical 
p. authority and judgment. They had all been at the play. The 
new piece was the only topic oi conversation during supper-rime. 
Gentlemen, said a knightof St. James, what do you thmk of this 
tragedy P Has it not eveiy claim to the character of a fiailhed 
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work P Thonghte that breathe, and words that bom, a hand to 
touch the true chorda of pity, and sweep the lyre of poetry ; re- 
juisites how rarely, and fet how admirabljr united ! In a word, 
it is the perfori;nance of a person mixing in the higher circles 
of society. There can be no possible difference of opinion on 
that subject, said a knight of Alcantara. The piece is full of 
strokes which Apollo himself might have aimed, and of per* 

{ lexities contrived so that none but the author himself could 
ave unravelled them. I appeal to that acute and i^enious 
stranger, added he, addressing his discourse to the C^tilian 
gentleman ; he looks to me like a good judge, and I will lay a 
wager that he is on my side of the question. Take care how you^ 
itake on an tfhcertainty, my worthy kniglit, answered the gentle- 
man with a sarcastic smile. I am not of your provincial school ; 
we do not pass our judgment so hastily at Madrid. Far .from 
sentencing^a piece on its first representation, we are jealous of 
its apparent merit while aided by scenic deception ; our fancies 
and our feelings may be carried away for the moment, but* our 
serious decision is suspended till we have read the work j and 
the most common result of its appeal to the press is a defalcation 
from its powers of pleasing on the stage. 

Thus you perceive, pursued he, that it is our practice to ex- 
amine a work of genius closely, before we stamp on it the mal’k 
of a stock piece : its author's fame, let it ring as loudly as it 
may, can nei^r confound our exactness of discnmination. When 
Lope de Ve^ himself or Calderona ventured on the boards, they 
encountered rigid critics, though in an audience which doted on 
them : critics who would not sign their passport to the regions 
of immortality^ till they had sifted their claims to be admitted 
there. 

That is a little too much, interrupted the knight of St. James. 
We are not quite so cautious as you. It is not our custom to 
wait for the printing of a piece, m order to decide on its repu- 
tation^ By the very first performance it sinks or swims. It 
do^ not even seem necessary to be inconveniently attentive to 
the business of the stage. It is sufficient that we know it for a 
production of Don Gabriel, to be persuaded that it combines 
every excellence. The works of that poet may justly be con- 
sidered' as commencing a new era, and fixing the cnterion of 
good ta^'. The school of ^pe and Calderona was the mere 
cart of^uiespis, coi^ared»with the polished scenes of this great 
Anunatic master. QJie gentleman, who looked up to Lope and 
Calderona as the Sophocles and Euripides of to^Spaniards, 
could not easily be brought to acknowledge such wild canons of 
criticism. This is dramatic heresy with a ve^eance ! exclaimed % 
he. Since you compel me, gentlemen, to decide like you on toe 
fallacious evidence of a first night, I must tell you that I am not 
at iiS satisfied with this new tragedy of your Don Gabri^ Am 
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a poem, it abounds more with frlittering conceits than with pas* 
sages of pathos or delineations of nature. The Terses, three out 
of four, are defective either in measure or rhyme ; the oha* 
raeters, clumsily imagined or incongruously supported; and 
the thoughts have often the obscurity of a ^.riddle without its 
ingenuity. 

The two authors at table, who, with a prudence equally com- 
mendable and unusual, had said nothing tov fear of lying under 
the imputation of jealousy, could not help assenting to the last 
speaker's opiniqns by their looks ; which warranted me in con^ 
eluding that their silence was less owing to the perfection of the 
work, than to the dictates of personal policy. As for the military 
critics, they got to their old topic of ringing the changes on Doik» 
Gabriel, apd exalted him to a level with the under tenants oT 
Olympus. This extravagant association with the demi-gods, this 
blind and stifif-necked idolatry, divorced the Castilian from his 
little stock of patience, so that, raising his hands to heaven, he 
broke out abruptly into a volley of enthusiasm : 0 divine Lope 
de Yega, sublime and unrivalled genius, who hast left an im- 
measurable apace between thee and all the Gabriels who would 
liirht their tapers from thy bright eiFulgence 1 and thou, mellow, 
soft- voiced Calderona, whose elegance and sweetness, rejecting 
bUskined rant and tragic swell, reign with undisputed sway over 
the affections, fear not, either of yon, lest your altars should be 
overturned by this tongue-tied nursling of the mu^cs ! It will 
be the utmost of his renown, if posterity, before whose eyes your 
works shedl live in daily view, and form their dear delight, shall 
enrol his name, as matter of history and curious record, on the 
list of obsolete authors. 

This animated apostrophe, for which the company was not at 
all prepared, raisea a hearty laugh, after w hich we all rose from 
table and withdrew. An apartment liad been got roady for me 
by Don Alphonso's order, where I found a good bed ; and my 
lordship, lying down in luxurious weariness, went to sleep upon 
the tag of the Castilian gentleman’s impassioned vindication, and 
beamed most crustily of the injustice done to Lope and Colde* 
rona by ignorant pret^ders. 

Ca. VL-- Bias, walking about the ttreeii qf Valeneia^ meett with a 
tnan qf tancHty^ whofe pioui face he ha% teen tomewhere eke. What §ort 
rfman ihk man of tanctUy tum$ out to be. •% 

As I had not been able to complete my view of the city <m the 
preceding^y, I got up betimes in the morning with the inten- 
of tdking another walk. In the street 1 remarked a Carthu- 
puan who doubtless was thus early in motion to promote 
the interests of his order. He walked with bis eyes fixed on the 
ground and a gait so holy and contemplative, as to inspire evei^ 
paasengw with religioua awe. His path was in the same difee* 
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tion as mme. 1 looked at him with more thau ordinary curiosity^ 
and could not help fancvinff it was Don Baphael, that man of 
shifts and expedients, whQ» nas already secured so honourable a 
niche in the temple of fame. {See Books L to VL of Me* 
moire,) 

I was so utterly astonished, so thrown off my balance by this 
meeting, that instead of accosting the monk, I remained motion- 
less for some seconds, which gave him time to get the start of 
me. Just heaven ! said 1, were there ever two faces more ex- 
actly alike P I do not know what to make of I It seems in- 
credible that Itaphael should turn up in such a guise ! And yet 
how is it possible to be any one else P 1 felt too great a curiosity 
^ get at the truth not to pursue the enquiry. Having ascer- 
tained the way to the monastery of ths Carthusians, I repaired 
thither immediately, in the hope of coming across the object of 
iny search on his return, and with the full intent of stopping and 
parleying with him. But it was quite unnecessary to wait for 
nis arrival, to enlighten my mind on the subject : cn reaching 
the convent gate, another physiognomy, such as few persons had 
read without paying for their lesson, resolved all my doubts into 
• certainty ; for the friar who served in the capacity of porter was 
unquestionably my old and godly-visaged servant, Ambrose de 
Lamela. 

Our surprise was equal on both sides at meeting again in such 
a place. Js not this a play upon the senses P said 1, paying my 
compliments to him. Is it actually one of my friends who pre- 
sents himself to my astonished sight P He did not know me 
again at first, or probably might pretend not to do so ; but, re- 
fiecting within himself that it was in vain to deny his own identity, 
he assumed the start of a man who all at once hits upon a cir- 
cumstance which had hitherto escaped his recollection. Ah, 
Signor GdcBlas ! exclaimed he, excuse my not recognizing your 
person immediately. Since I have lived in this holy place, every 
faculty of my soul has been absorbed in the performance of the 
duties prescribed by our rules, so that by degrees I lose the re* 
membrance of all worldly objects and events. 

After a separation of ton years, said I, it gives me much plea- 
sure to find you again in so venerable a garb. For my part, an- 
swered he, it fills me with shame and confusion to appear in it 
before a ^an who has been ah eye-witness of my guilty courses. 
These ghostly weeds are at once the charm of my present lif*e, 
and the condemnation of my former. Alas ! added he, heaving a 
righteous sigh, to be worthy of wearing it, my eidiier years 
should have been passed in primitive innocence. By this dis- 
course, so rational and edifying, replied I, it is plain, my dear . 
brother, that the finger of tne Lord has been upon you, that you 
are marked out for a vessel of sanctification. 1 tell you once 
agaia^ I am delighted at it, and would give the world to know iti 
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v^Iiat miraculous manner you and Baphael were led into the path 
of the righteous ; for I^am persuaded that it his own self 
srhom I met in the to#n, habited as Carthusian. I was ex« 
tremely sorry aftdrwar(b» not to hare stopped and spoken to him 
in the street ; and 1 am wailing here to apologize for my neglect 
on his return. 

You were not mistaken, said Lamela, it was Don Eaphael 
himself whom you saw } and as for the particulars of our conver- 
sion, they are as follow ; After parting with you near Segorba, 
\re struct into tb^ Valencia road, with the aesi^m of bettering 
our trade by some new speculation. Chance or destiny one day 
led our steps into the church of the Carthusians, while service 
was performing in the choir. The demeanour of the brethren ^ 
attracted our notice, and we experienced in our own persons the 
involuntaiy homage which vice pays to virtue. We admired the 
fervour with which they poured forth their devotions, 9ieir looks 
of pious mortification, tiieir deadness to the pleasures of the 
womand the flesh, and in the settled composure of their coun- 
tenances, the outward sign of an approving conscience within. 

While making these observations, we fell into a train of thought 
which became Tike manna to the hungry and thirsty soul i we 
compared our habits of life with the employments of these holy 
meff, and the wide difference betw^een our spiritual conditions 
filled us with confusion and affright. Lamela, said Don Ra- 
phael, as we went out of church, how do you stand affected by 
what we have just seen P For my part, there is no disguising 
the truth, my mind is ill at ease. Emotions, new and inde- 
scribable, are rushing upon my mind ; and, for the first time in 
my life, I reproach myself with the wickedness of my past ac- 
tions. I am just in the same temper of soul, answered I ; my 
iniquities are all drawn up in array against me, they beset me, 
they stare me in the face ; my heart, hitherto proof against all 
the arrows of remorse, is at this moment shot through and 
through, torn and disfigured, tormented and destroyed. Ah! my 
dear Ambrose, resumed my partner, we are two stray sheep, whom 
our Heavenly Father, in mercy, would lead back gently to the 
fold. It is he himself, ny child, it is he who warms and guides 
us. Let us not be deaf to the call of his voice ; let us abandon 
i all our wicked courses, let us begin frqm this day to work out our 
; salvation with diligence and in the spirit of repentances^ had 
(better spend the remainder of our days in this convent, ana con- 
Isecrate them Jo penitence and devotion. 

1 applaudl^a Saphael’s sentiment, continued brother Ambrose ; 
]d(d we formed the glorious resolution of becoming Carthusians. 

' fr carry it into effect, we applied to the venerable prior, who 

4 no sooner made acquainted with onr purpose, than to ascer* 

\(n whether our call was frooi the world above or the world he^ 
he appointed us to cells, and all the strictness of monkish 
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discipline, for a whole jrear. We acted up to the rules with 
<K]^ual regularity and fortitude, and, way of reward, were ad- 
mitted among the noyicefi. Our condition was so much what we 
wished it, ana our hearts were so full of religious zeal, that we , 
underwent the toils of our noviciate with unflinching courage. 
When that was over, we professed ; after which, Don Baphael, 
appearing admirably well qualified, both by natural talent and 
various experience, fbr the management of secular concerns, was 
chosen assistant to an old friar who was at that time proctor. 
The son of Lucinda would infinitely have preferred dedicating 
every remaining moment of his existence to prayer ; but he found 
it necessaiy to sacrifice his taste for devotion, in furtherance of 
the general prosperity. He entered with so much zeal and know- 
ledge into the interests of the house, that he was considered as 
the most eligible person to succeed the old proctor, who died 
three years afterwards. Don Eaphael accordingly .fills that 
office at present ; and it may be truly said that he discharges his 
duty to the entire satisfaction of all our fathers, who precise in / 
the highest terms his conduct in Ihc administration of ouv tem- 
poralities. What is most of all miraculous, and shews the hand / 
of heaven in his conversion, is that, with such an accumulation 
of business rushing in upon him in his bursarial department, bis 
regardf are inalienably fixed on the world to come. When busi- 
ness leaves him but a moment to recruit nature, instead of lavish- 
ing the short period in indulgence, his thoughts wing their way 
into the regions of devout and holy meditation. In short, he is 
the most exemplary member of this body. 

At this period of our conversation I interrupted Lamela by ail 
ebullition of joy to which I gave vent at th(» sight of Uaphael 
coming in. Here he is ! exclaimed I : behold that righteous bur- 
sar for whom 1 have been so impatiently waiting. With a leap ^ 
and a bound did 1 run to meet and embrace him. He submitted ' 
to the hug with his newly -acquired resignation; and, without ! 
betraying the slightest shock at meeting with an old companion!^ 
df his profaner hours, his words were aictated by the spirit of ‘ 

S entleness and liumility : The powers above be praised, Signor 
e Santillane, the powers be praised ^r this kmd providence 
whereby we meet again. In good truth, my dear Baphall, re- 
plied I, your happy destiny pleases me as much as if it had been 
my good luck ; brother Ambrose has told me the whole 
stor^of your conversion, and the tale almost moved me to a. 
similar change. What a ^orious lot for you two, my fnenc^ 
when you have reason to latter yourselves with^ing amen 
^at picked number of the elect, who have eternal Imppinew 
thr^t upon ihem^ whether they will or no ! « 

Two miserable 'sinners like ourselves, resumed the son of Lu* 
einda, with an air which marked the extreme, of sanctified uo- 
raiity, must not hope that ouz owfi merits are of weight enough 
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to Pave our souls ; but even the wicked one who repenteth) 
findeth ^ce with the Father of mercies. And you, Signor Gil 
^ Bias, added he, is it not time to lay in U claim for pardon of the 
offences which you h$ffe committed P What is your business 
here in Valencia? Arb you not hankering after some office of 
devil's deputy, and making shipwreck of your voyage to another 
world P jNot so, by the blessing of heaven, answered I ; since 
I turned my back on the court, I have led a very moral sort of 
life ; sometimes enjoying rural recreations on an estate of mine 
at a few leagues jiistance from this town, and sometimes coming 
hither to pass my time with my friend the governor, whom you 
both of you must know perfectly well. 

On this cue I related to them the story of Don Alphonso de 
Leyva. They heard the particulars with attention ; and on my 
telling theni that I had carried to Samuel Simon, on the part of 
that noblenian, the three thousand ducats of which we bad robbed 
him, Lamela interrupted the thread of my narrative, and ad- 
dresAng his •discourse to Baphael, said : bather Hilary, if this 
be true, the honest vender of wares has no reason to quarrel 
with a robbery which has paid him fifty per cent. ; and our con- 
sciences, as far as that indictment goes, may bask in the sunshine 
of acquitted mnoceuce. Brother Ambrose and I, said the bursar, 
diiha^ually, on the assumption of the habit, send Samuel Simon 
fifteen hundred ducats privately, by a pious ecclesiastic who 
1 made a pilgrimage to Xelva for the sole purpose of accomplishing 
' this restitution ; but it will go hard with Samuel at the generiu 
reckoning, if he for filthy lucre could soil his fingers with that 
sum, after having been reimbursed in full by Signor de Santil* 

* lane. But, said 1, how do you know that your fifteen hundred 
ducats w^ere faithfully paid into his hands F Unquestionably 
they were ! exclaimea Don Kaphael ; I would answer for the 
disinterested purity of that ecclesiastic, as soon as for^my own. 
I would be your collateral security, said Lamela ; ho is a priest 
of the strictest sanctity, a sort of universal almoner ; and though 
many times cited for sums of money, deposited with him far 
chantable uses, he has always nonsuited the plaintiffs, and gone 
out of court with an au^entation of alms-giving notoriety. 

Oii conversation continued for some time longer : at length 
we parted, with many a pious exhortation on their side, always 
to huve the fear of tne I^rd before nfy eyes, and with many an 
earnest mtreaty on mine, that they wopid remember meSson- 
stantly in their prayers. Don Alphonso was now the first ob* 
jeot of my sei# cb. You will never guess, said 1, with whom I 
nave just had a long conference. I am but now come from two 
U|p^ble Carthusians of your acquaintance ; the name of the 
onJ^^Father Hilary, that of the other, brother Ambrose. You 
•re mistaken, answered Don Alphonso; I am not acquainted 
with a single CarthuaiaiL Pardon me, replied 1 ; you have seen 
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brother Ambrose at Xelva in the capacity of commissary, and 
Father Hilary as register to the inquisition. Oh heaven ! ex- 
claimed the governor with surprise, can it be within the bounds 
of possibility that Eaphael and Lamela should have turned Car- 
thusians P It is even so, answered I; they professed several 
years ago. The former is bursar and proctor to the convent, 
the latter, porter. 

The son of Don Caesar rubbed his forehead twice or thrice, 
then shaking his head, These worshipful officers of the inquisition, 
said he, most assuredly purpose playing over the old farce on a 
new stage here. You judge of them by prejudice, answered I, 
from the impression of their characters as men of sin : but had 
you been edified by their lectures as I have been, you would 
think more favoiirablv of their holiness. To be sure, it is not 
for mortal men to fathom the depth of other men’s *heart8 ; but 
to all ai^earanco they are two prodigals returned home. It 
possibly may be so, replied Don Alphonso : there are many in- 
stances of libertines, who hide their heads in cloisters, “after 
having scandalized human nature by their obliquities, to expiate 
their offences by a severe penance ; I heartily wish that our two 
monks may be such libertines restored. 

Well! and why notP said I. They have embraced the mo- 
nastic life of their own accord, and have squared their conduct 
for a length of time according to the maxims of their order. 
You may say what you please, retorted the governor ; but I do 
not like the convent’s rents being received by this Father Hilary, 
of whom I cannot help entertaining a very untoward opinion. 
When the fine story he told us of his adventures comes across 
my mind, I tremble for the reverend brotherhood. I am willing 
to believe with you, that he has taken the vow with the pious in- 
tention of keeping it ; but the blaze of gold may be much 
for the weakness of his regenerated eye-sight. It is bad policy 
to lock up a reformed dninkard in a wine cellar. 

In tlie course of a few days Don Alphonso’s misgivings were 
fhlly justified ; these two official props and stays of the esta- 
blishment ran away with the year’s revenue. This news, which 
was immediately noised about the towi^, could not do otherwise 
than set the tongues of the wits in motion ; for they Avays 
make themselves merry at the crosses and losses of the well en- 
dowed -eligious orders. Vis for the governor and myself, we 
condoled with the Carthusians, but kept our acquaintanoe with 
the apostate pilferers in the back ground. ^ 

Cu. VII.— BUu returnt to his seai at Lirku* Se^jtvfs agrssMe ta- < 
teUigencs^ and a rrform in ths domestic arrangements, 

I MASSED a week^it Valencia in the first company, living on equal 
terms with the best of the nobility. Plays, nails, concerts, grand 
dinners, ladies’ parties, all things that heart could wi^ or vanitr 
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pow tall upon, were provided for me by the governor and hia 
Wy, to whom I paid my court so dexterously, that they were 
heartilv sorry to see me set out on mf return to Lirias. ITiey 
even ob]j|ged me, before they would let me go, to engage for a 
division m my time between them and mj hermitage. It was 
determined that I should spend the winter in Valencia, and the 
summer at my seat. After this bargain, my benefactors left me 
at liberty to tear myself from them, and go where their kindness 
would be alwlys staring me in the face. 

Scipio, who w/w waiting impatiently for my return, was ready 
to jump out of his skin for joy at the sight of me ; and his ecsta- 
cies were doubled at my circumstantial account of the journey. 
And now for your history, my friend, said I, taking breath : to 
what moral uses have you turned the solitary period of my' ab- 
sence P Has the time passed agreeably P As well, answered he, 
as it could with a servant to whom nothing is so dear as the pre- 
sence of his master. 1 have walked over our little domain, cir- 
cuitSusly and diagonally : sometimes seated on the margin of a 
fountain in our wood, I have taken pleasure in beholding the 
transparency of its waters, which are as pellucid as those of the 
sacred spring, whose projection from the* ro(;k made the vast 
forest of Albunea to resound with the roar of the cascade : some- 
times lying at the foot of a tree, I have listened to the song of 
the linnet or the nightingale. At other times I have hunted or 
fished ; and, w^hat has given me more rational delight than ^1 
these pastimes, I have whiled away many a profitable hour in 
the improvement of my mind. 

I interrupted my secretary in a tone of eager enquiry, to ask 
where he had procured booKS. I found them, said he, in an 
elegant library here in the house, whither master J oachim took 
me. Heyday ! in what comer, resumed I, can this said library 
be P Did we not go over the whole building on the d^y of our 
arrival P You fancied so, rejoined ho ; but you are to know that 
we only explored three sides of the square, and forgot the fourth. 
It was there that Don Csesar, when he came to Lirias, employed 
part of his time in reading. There are in this library s^me very 

g ood books, left as a pever-failing phylactery against the blue 
evus, when our gardens despoiled of Flora’s treasury, and our 
wt)od8 of their leafy honours, shall no longer challenge those 
miscreant invaders to combat in the forest or the homer. The 
lords of Leyva have not done things by halves, but have cdtored 
for the mind as well as for the body. 

This intiriif^ence filled me with smeere rapture. I was shewn 
to the fourth side of the square, and feasted with an intellectual 
^banquet. Don Cessar’s room I immediately determined to make 
my own. That nobleman's bed was still tbere*, with corr^pond- 
ent furniture, consisting of historical tapestry, r^resenting the 
iBpe of the Sabine women by the Somans. From the De4- 
^ 11 ^ 
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chamber, I went into a closet fitted up with low bookcases w( 
filled, and over them the portraits of the Spanish kings. Nei 
a window whenoe yon cdhmand a prospect of a most bewitcl 
ing country, there was an eboiw writing-desk and a l|rge sof 
covered with black morocco, fiut I gave my attention princ 

e to the library. It was composed of philosophers, poel 
rians ; and abounded in romances. Don Caesar seemed 
give the preference to that light reading, if one migjjit judge by tl 
profusion of supply. I must own, to my shame, that my tas 
was not at all above the level of those productions, notwithstam 
ing the extravagances they delight in stringing together ; wh 
ther it was owing to my not being a very critical reader at thi 
time, or because the Spaniards are naturally addicted to tl 
marvellous. I must nevertheless plead in my own justificatk) 
that I was alive to the charms of a sprightly and popular .mor 
lity, and ttiat Lucian, Horace, and Erasmus, became my iavouri 
and standard authore. 

My friend, said I to Scipio, when my eyes had coursed ovi 
my library, here is wherewithal to feed and pamper our mindj 
but our present business is to reform our household. On thi 
subject, I can spare you a great deal of trouble, answered h 
During your absence, I have sifted your people thoroughly, an 
fiatter myself, it is no empty boast to say that I know thtl 
Let us begin with master Joachim : I take him to be as great 
scoundrel as ever breathed, and have no doubt but he was turn( 
away from the archbishop’s for errors, which were too great I 
be excepted in the passing of his accounts. Yet we must kee 
him for two reasons ; the first, because he is a good cook ; ai 
the second, because I shall always have an eye cfver him ; I sha 
peep into his actions like a jackdaw into a marrow-bone, and 1 
must be a more cunning fellow than 1 take him for, to evade n 
vigilance^ I have already told him that you intended discharj 
ing three fourths of your establishment. This declaration stne 
in liis stomach ; and he assured me that, owing to his extren 
dtsire of living with you, he would bo satisfied with half his pr< 
sent wages rawer than be turned oif, which made me suspect thi 
he was tied to the string of some petticoat in the hamlet, and d 
not like to break up his quarters. As for the under-cook, he 
a drunkard, and the porter a foul-mouthed Cerberus, of whoi 
guardiax»Mp our gates ait) in no want ; neither is the gam 
keeper a necessary evil. . 1 shall take the latter office myself, i 
you may see to-morrow, when we have got our fowling-pieces i 
order, and are provided with powder and shot. 'Vt ith regard ^ 
the footmen, one of them is an Arragonese, and to my mind 
very good sort of fellow. We will keep him ; but all the re 
are such rapscallions, that I would not advise you to harboi 
one of them, if you wanted an army of attendants. 

After having My debated the pointi we resolved to ke^ wi 
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with the cook, the scullion, the Arragonese, and to get rid of the 
> remainder as decently as we could : nlLwhich was planned and 
executed on the same day, mollifying the bitter dose by the ap- 
J nlicatioa.of a few pistoles, which Scipio took from our strong 
box, and distributed amo^ them as irom me. When we h^ 
carried this reform into effect, order was soon established in our 
mansion ; we divided the business fairly among our remaining 
people, and began to look into our expenses. I could willingly 
have been contented with very frugal commons ; but my secre- 
tary, loving high dishes and relishing bits, was not a man who 
would suffer master Joachim to hold his place as a sinecure. Ho 
kept his talents in such constant play, working double tides at 
dinner and at supper, that any one would have thought we had 
been converted by father Hilary, and wore working out the term 
of our probation. ^ 

Ch. VIII . — The loves of Gil Bias and the fair Antonia. 

Two days After my return from Valencia to Lirias, clodpole 
Basil, my farming man, came at my dressing- time, to beg the 
favour or introducing his daughter Antonia, who was very desirous, 
as he said, to have the honour of psying her respects to her new 
master. I answered that it was very proper, and would be well 
received. He withdrew, and in a few minutes returned w'ith his 
peerless Antonia. That epithet, though bold, will not be thought 
extravagant, in the case or a girl from sixteen to eighteen years 
of age, uniting to regular features the finest complexion and the 
brightest eyes in the world. She was dressed in nothing better 
than a stuff gown ; but a stature somewhat above the female 
standard, a dignified deportment, and such graces as soared 
higher than the mere freshness and glow of youth, communi- 
cated to her rustic attire the simplicity of classical costume. 
She had no cap on her head ; her hair w as fastened behind with 
a knot of flowers, according to the chaste severity of the Spartan 
fashionables. 

When she illumined my chamber wdth her presence, I wits 
struck as much on a heap by her beauty, as ever were tlu^rinces, • 
knights, nobles, and strangers assembled at the solemn feast and 
tournament of Oharlemain, by the personal charms of Angelica. 
Instead of receiving Antonia with modish indifference, and pay- 
ing her compliments of course, instead of ringing the chhi^es on 
her father’s uappiness in possessing so lowely a daughter, Inood 
stock still, ati^fing, gaping, stammering : I could not have uttered 
an articulafe sound for the universal world. Scipio, who saw 
clearly what was the matter with me, took the words out of my 
fmoul£, and accepted those bills of admiration, which my affairs 
were in too much disorder to admit of my duly honouring. For 
her piwt, my figure being shrouded by a dressing-gown and night- 
mff like tfcie orb of day by a winter fog, she accosted me without 
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being shame-faced, and paid her duty in terms which fired all the 
combustibles in my composition, though her words were but the 
holiday expressions of common-place salutation. In the mean time, 
while my secretary. Basil, and his daughter, were engaged m reci- 
procal exchange of civility, I found my senses again ; and passed 
from one extreme of absurdity to another, just as if I had thought 
that a hair- brained loquacity would be a set-off against the idiotic 
silence of my first encounter. I exhausted all my stock of well- 
bred rhodomontade ; and expressed mjrself with so unguarded a 
freedom, as to make Basil look about him : so that he, with his 
eye upon me as a man who would set every engine at work to 
seduce Antonia, was in a hurry to get her safely out of my apart- 
ment, with a resolvcdqpurpose, probably, of withdrawing her tor 

ever from my pursuit. . , tt 

Scipio finding himself alone with me, said with a smile : Here 
is another defence for you against the blue devils ! I* did not 
know that your farming man had so pretty a daughter ; torj had 
never seen her before, though I have been twice at’ his house. 
He must have taken infinite pains to keep her out of the way, 
and it is impossible to be angry with him for it. What the plague! 
here is a morsel for a liquorish palate I But there seems to be 
no necessity for blazoning her perfections to you ; their very farst 
alance dazzled you out of countenance. I do not deny it, 
swored I. Ah ! my beloved friend, I have surely seen an inhabi- 
tant of the realms above ; the electrical spark now thrills through 
all my frame, it scorches like lightning, yet tingles like the vivi- 
fying fiuid at my heart. . 

Yoii delight me beyond measure, replied my secretary, by giv- 
ing me to understand that you have at length fallen in love. 
Nothing but a mistress was wanting, to complete your rur^ es- 
tablishment at all points. Thanks to Heaven, you are now likely 
to be accommodated in every way. I am well aware that we 
shall have a hard matter to elude BasiVs vigilance ; but leave that 
to me, and I will undertake before the end of three days to 
manage a private meeting for you with Antonia. Master bcipio, 

► said I, if is not so sure that you would be able to keep your 
word ; but at all events, I have not the least desire to make the 
experiment. I will have nothing to do with the rum of that girl ; 
for she is an angel, and does not deserve to be numbered among 
the fallefi ones. Therefore, instead of laying the guilt upon your 
soul of assisting me in her dishonour, I have made up my mind 
to marry her with your kind help, supposing her hf^ not to bo 
pre-oocupied by a prior attachment, I had no idea, said he, of 
your directly plunging headlong into the cold bath 
mony. The generality of landlords, in your place, would stand 
upon the anemnt tenure of manorial rights ; they would not deal 
mth Antonia upon the square of modem law and gospm, tiU after 
failure in the establishment of their feudal privileges. But though 
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this may be the way of the world, do not suppose that I am by 
any means against your honourable passion, or at all wish to 
dissuade you from your purpose. Tfour bailiff’s daughter de- 
serves the distinction you design for her, if she can give you the 
first fruits of her heart, an offering of sensibility and gratitude 
that is what 1 shall ascertain this very day by talking with her 
father, and possibly with her. 

My a^nt was a man to transact his business according to the 
letter. He went to see Basil privately, and in the evening 
came to me in pay closet, where I waited for him with impatience, 
somewhat exasperated by apprehension. There was a slyness in 
his countenance, whence my prognostic inclined to the brighter 
side. Judging, said I, by that look of suppressed merriment, 
you arc o^)me to iici^uaiiit me that I shall soon be at tlie summit 
of human bliss. Yes, my dear master, answ ered he, the heavens 
smile \\pon your vows. I have talked the matter ovey with Basil 
and his daughter, declaring your intentions without reserve. 
Thh fatheais delighted at the idea of your asking his blessing as 
a son-in-law ; and you may set your heart at rest about Anto- 
nia’s taste in a husband. Darts and flames ! cried I in an ecstasy 
of amorous transport ; w’bat ! am I so happy as to have made 
myself agreeable to that lovely creature? jSever question it, 
replied he ; she loves you already. It is true, she has not owned 
so much by word of mouth ; but my assurance rests on the tale- 
telling sparkle of her eye, when your proposals were made known 
to her. And yet you have a rival ! A rival ! exclaimed I, with 
a faltering voice, and a cheek blanched with fear. Do not let 
that give you the least uneasiness, said ho ; your competitor 
cannot bid very high, for he is no other than master Joachim, 
your cook. Ah ! the hangdog ! said I, with an involuntary shout 
of laughter : this is the reason, then, wliy he had so great an ob- 
jection to being turned out of my service. Exactly s^, answered 
Scipio; within these few’ days ho made proposals of marriage to 
Antonia, who politely declined them. ’With submission to your 
better judgment, replied I, it would be expedient, at least so it 
strikes me, to get rid of that strange fellow, before ho j|^ informed 
of my intended matcl^ with Basil’s daughter : a cook, as you are 
aware, is a dangerous rival. You are perfectly in the right, 
rejoined my trusty counsellor ; we mu.st clear the premises of 
him — he shall receive his discharge? from meto-morroiv morning, 
before ho puts a finger in the fricaryieaus ; thus you will have 
nothing more to fear either from his poisonous sauces or bewitch- 
ing tongue.^ Yet it goes rather against the grain with me to 
part with so good a cook ; but I sacrifice the interests of my own 
belly to the preservation of your precious person. You need 
not, said I, take on so for his loss ; he had Do exclusive patent ; 
and 1 will send to Valencia for a cook, who shall outcook all his 
fine eookery. According to my promise I wrote immediately tc 
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Don Alphonso, to let Him know that our kitcHen wanted a prime 
minister ; and on the following day He fiUed up tHe vacancy in 
so worthy a manner, as reconciled Scipio at once to the change 
in culinary politics. 

Though my adroit and active secretary had assured me of 
Antonia’s secret self-congratulation on the conquest of her land- 
lord’s heart, I could not venture to rely solely on his report. I 
was fearful lest he should have been entrapped by false appear- 
ances. To be more certain of my bliss, 1 determined on speak- 
, ing in person to the fair Antonia. I therefore went to Basil’s 
house, and confirmed to him what my ambassador liad announced. 
This honest peasant, of patriarch^ simplicity and golden-aged 
frankness, after having heard me through, did not hesitate to 
own that it would be the greatest happiness of his life to give me 
his daughter ; but, added he, you are by no means to suppose 
that it is because you are lord of the manor. Were you still 
steward to Don Caesar and Don AlpHonso, I should prefer you to 
all other suitors who might apply : 1 have always felt a sort of 
kindness towards you : and nothing vexes me, but that Antonia 
has not a thumping fortune to bring with her. I want not the 
vile dross, said I ; her person is the only dowry that I covet. 
Your humble servant for that, cried he ; but you will not settle 
accounts with me after that fashion; I am not a beggar, ^o 
marry my daughter upon charity. Basil de Buenotrigo is in cir- 
cumstances, by the blessing of Brovidence, to portion her off de- 
cently ; and I mean that she should set out a little supper, if you 
are to be at the expense of dinners. In a word, the rental of this 
estate is only dve hundred ducats : 1 shall raise it to a thousand 
on the strength of this marriage. 

Just as you please, my dear Basil, replied I ; we are not likely 
to have any dispute about money matters. We are both of a 
mind ; all tW remains is to get your daughter’s consent. You 
have mine,1iaid he, and that is enough, ^ot altogether so, an- 
swered I ; though yours may be absolutely necessary, no busi- 
ness can be done without hers. Hers follows mine of course, 
replied he ; I should like to catch her murmuring against my 
sovereign commands ! Antonia, rejoined I, with dutiful sub- 
mission to paternal authority, is ready witiiout question to obey 
your will implicitly in all thiings ; but I know not w hether in the 

E nt instance she would do so without violence to her own 
and, should that be the case, I could never forgive 
myself for being the occasion of unh^niness to her ; in short, it 
is not enough that 1 obtain her hami > in you, if hec bjcart is to 
heave a sigh at the decision of her destiny. Oh, blessed virgin ! 
said Basil, all these fine doctrines of philosophy are f^ above my 
reach ; speak to Antonia your own self, and you will find, or I 
am very much mistaken, that, she wishes for nothing better than 
to be your wife. These words were no sooner out of his mouthi 
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than he called his daughter, and left me with her for a few short 
minntes. 

Not to trifle with so precious an op^rtunity, I broke my mind 
to her at once : Lovely Antonia, saidf I, it remains with you to 
fix the colour of my future days. Though I have yoj|jr father’s 
consent, do not think so meanly of me as to suppose that I would 
avail myself of it to violate the sacred freedtun of your choice. 
Sapturous ^ must be the possession of your charms, { waive 
mjr pretensions if you but tell me that your duty and not your 
Will (implies. Jt would be affectation to put on sucli a repug* 
nance, answered she ; the honour of your artdresses is too flatter- 
ing to excite any other than agreeable sensations, and I am 
thankful for m father's tender care of me, instead of demurring 
to his will. I am not sure whether such an aeknow'ledgment 
may not be contrary to the rules of female reserve in the polite 
world ; tut if you were disagreeable to me, I slioulfl be plain* 
spoken enough to tell you so ; why, then, should I not be equally 
free in owning the kind feelings of my heart P 
At sounds like these, which I could not hear without being 
.enraptured, I dropped on my knee before Antonia, and in the 
excess of my tender emotions, taking one of her fair hands, kissed 
it with an affectionate and impassioned action. My dear An* 
tdbia, said I, your frankness enchants me ; go on, let nothing 
induce you to depart from it; you arc conversing with your 
future husband ; let your soul expand itself, and reveal all its 
inmost emotions in his presence. Thus, then, may I entertain 
the flattering hope that you will not frown on the union of our 
destinies ! The coming in of Basil at this moment prevented me 
from giving further vent to the delightful sensalions which 
thrilled through me. Impatient to know how his daughter h^ 
behaved, and ready primed for scolding in ease she had been per- 
verse or coy, he made up to me immediately. Well,«iow ! said 
he, are you satisfied with Antonia P So much so, answered I, 
that I am going this very moment to set forward the preparations 
for our marriage. So saying, I left the father and daughter, for 
the purpose of taking counsel with my secretary thereupon. 

Ch. IX . — Nuptiali of Otl Blot with the fair Antonia; the style and 
manner of the ceremony ; the persons assisting thereat; and the festi-* 
cities ensuing thereupon, • ^ 

Though there was no occasion to consult with the loi& of 
Leyva about my marriage, yet both Scipio and myself were of 
opinion th^ x could not decently do otherwise tlian communicate 
to them my purpose of connecting myself with Basil’s daughter, 

» and just pay them the compliment or asking their advice, after 
the act was finally determined on. 

I immediately went off for Valencia, where my visit was a 
matter of surprise, and still more the purport of it. Don Cmsar 



490 


GIL BLA8. 


and Don Alphonso, who were acquainted with Antonia, having 
seen her more than once, wished me joy on my good fortune in 
a wife. Don Caesar, in prfirticular, made his speech upon the oc- 
casictfi with so much youthful fire, that if there haa not been 
reason to^ suppose his lordship weaned, by that icy moralist, 
time, from certain naughty propensities, I should have suspected 
him of going to Lirias now and then, not so much to look after 
his concerns there, as after his little empress of the dairy. Sera- 
phina, too, with the kindest assurances of a lively interest in 
whatever might befal me. said that she had hear^ a very fShrour- 
able character of Antonia; but, added she, with a malicious 
fling, as if to taunt me with my supercilious reception of Se- 
phora’s amorous advances, even though her beauty had not been 
so much the talk of the country, I could have depended on your 
taste, from former experience of its delicacy and fastidiousness. 

Don Oajl^ar and his son did not stop at cold approbation of my 
marriage, but declared that they would defray all the expenses 
of it. Measure back your steps, said they, to Lirics, and ’stay 
quietly there till you hear further from us. Make no prepara- 
tion for your nuptials, for we shall make that our concern. To 
meet their kind intentions with becoming gratitude, I returned 
to my mansion, and acquainted Basil and his daughter with the 
projected kindness of our patrons. We determined to wait thsir 
pleasure with as much patience as falls to the lot of poor human 
nature under such circumstances. Eight long days dragged out 
their tedious measure, and brought no tidings of our bliss. But 
the rewards of self-control are not the less assured for being slow : 
on the ninth, a coach drawn by four mules drove up, with a cargo 
of mantua-makers for the bride, and an assortment of rich silks 
on which to exercise their art. Several livery servants, mounted 
on mules, accompanied the cavalcade. One of them brought me 
a letter frem Don Alphonso. That nobleman sent me word that 
he would be at Lirias next day with his father and his wife, and 
that the marriage ceremony should be performed on the day after 
thkt, by the vicar-general of Valencia. And just so it came to 

S ass ; l)aa Ciesar, his son, and Seraphina, with that venerable 
ignitary, were punctual to their appointment ; all four of them 
in a coach and six ; none of your mules, like the mantua-makers ! 
preceded by another coach and four, with Seraphina's women ; 
and the fear was brought ''up by a company of the governor's 
guards. 

The governor's lady had hardly entered the house, before she 
testifled an ardent longing to see Antonia, who o^ her part no 
sooner knew that Seraphina was arrived, than she ran forward 
to bid her welcome, with a respectful kiss upon her hand, soc 
gracefully and modestly impressed, that all the company were 
end^ted at the action. And now, madam ! said Don Gessar to 
Un daughter-in-law, what do you think of Antonia P Could San* 
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tillane haTO made a better choice P No, answered Seraphina, 
the^ are worthy each of the other ; there can be no doubt but 
their union will be most happy. In^ short, eyery one was layish 
in the praise of my intenaed ; and if they felt her beams so 
powerfully under the eclipse of a stuff gown, what must they not 
haye endured from her brightness, in the meridian sunshine of 
her wedding finery P One w'ould hare fancied she had been 
clothed in silks, jewels, and fine linen from her cradlo> by the 
dignity of her air and the ease of her deportment. 

The happy moment which was to unite two fond lovers in the 
bands of Iiymen being arrived, Dim Alphonso took me by the 
hand and led me to the altar, while Seraphina conferred the 
like honour on the bride elect. Our procession had marched in 
fit and decent order through the hamlet to the chapel, where the 
vicar-general was waiting to go tlirongh the service ; and the 
ceremony w’as performed amidst the heartfelt congi^tulations of 
the inhabitants, and of all the wealthy farmers in tlio neighbour- 
hood, whom Basil had invited to Antonians wedding. Their 
daughters too came in their train, tricked out in ribbons and in 
flowers, and dancing to the music of their own tambourines. We 
returned to the mansion under the same escort : and there by 
the provident attentions of Scipio, who officiated as high steward 
tod master of the ceremonies, we found three tables set out ; one 
for the principals of the party, another for their household, and 
tlie third, which was by far the largest, for all invited guests pro- 
miscuously. Antonia was at the first, the governor's lady having 
made a point of it ; I did the honours of the second, and Basil 
was placed at the head of that wliere the country people dined. 
As for Scipio, he never sat down, but was here, there, and every- 
where, fetching and currying, changing plates and filling bum- 
pers, urging the company to call freely tor what they wanted, 
and egging them on to mirth and jollity, • 

The entertainment liad been prepared by the governor’s cooks ; 
and that is as much as to say, tliat there were all the delicacies 
imaginable, in season or out of season. The good wine.s laJH in 
for me by master Joachim, were set running at a furious rate ; 
the guests w^ere bcginsiing to feel their jovial influence, pleasantry 
and repartee gave a zest to conviviality, when on a sudden our 
harmony was interrupted by an alarming occurrence. My secre- 
tary being in the hall where I was *dining with Don^Alphonso’s 
principal officers and Seraphina's women, suddenly fainled. I 
started up and ran to his assistance ; and, while I was employed 
in bringing him about, one of the women was taken ill also. 
It was evident to the whole company that thjs sympathetic malady 
must involve some mysterious incident, as m effect it turned out 
almost immediately, that (hereby hung a tale ; for Scipio soon 
recovered, and said to me in a low voice, Why must one man’s 
meat be another man’s poison, and the most auspicious of youe 
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days the curse of mine P But every man bears the bundle 
his sins upon his back, and my pack-saddle is once more thrown 
across my shoulders in the f>er8on of my wife. 

Powers of mercy ! exclaimed I, this can never be ! it is all a 
romance. What ! you the husband of that lady whose nerves 
were so affected by the disttirbance P Yes, sir, answered he, I 
am her husband ; and fortune, if you will take the word of a 
sinner, could not have done me a dirtier office than by coniuriM 
up such a grievance as this. 1 know not, my friend, replied I, 
what reasons you may have for thus belabouring c your rib with 
wordy buffets, but however she may be to blame, m mercy keep a 
bridle on your tongue ; if you have any regard for me, do net 
displace the mirth and spoil the pleasure of this nuptial meeting, 
by ominous disorder or enraged questions of past injuries. You 
sl^ have no reason to complain on that score, rejoined Scipio ; 
but shall sed* presently whetner I am not a very apt dissembler. 

With this assurance he went forward to his wife, whom her 
companions had also brought back to life and recollection ; and, 
embracing her with as much apparent fervour as if his raptures 
had been real, Ah, my dear Beatrice, said he, heaven has at 
length united us again after ten years of cruel separation 1 But 
this blissful moment is well purchased by whole ages of torturing 
suspense ! I know not, answered his spouse, whether you reall/' 
are at all the happier for having recovered a part of yourself ; but 
of this at least I am fully certain, that you never had any reason to 
run away from me as you did. A fine story indeed ! You found 
me one night with Signor Don Ferdinand de Leyva, who was in 
love with my mistress Julia, and consulted me on the subject of 
his passion ; and only for that, you must take it into your stupid 
head, that 1 was caDalling witn him apinst your honour and 
my own ; thereupon that poor brain of yours was turned with 
jealousy ; you Quitted Toledo in a huff, and ran away from your 
own flesh and blood as you would from a monster of the deserts, 
without leaving word why or wherefore. Now whiph of us two, 
be so good as to tell me, has most reason to take on and be pet- 
tish P Yoflr own dear self, beyond all question, replied Scipio 
Beyond all question, re-echoed she, my owi^ ill*usea self. Don 
Ferdinand, very shortly tffter you had taken yourself off from 
Toledo, married Julia, with whom 1 continued as long as she 
lived ; and,^after we had lostlier by sudden death, I came into 
my lad^ her sister's service^ who, as well as all her maids, and 1 
would do as much for them, will give me a goo^ chapter; 
honest and sober, and a very termagant among uie impertinent 
fellows. , 

My secretary, having nothing to allege against such a character « 
from my lady and her maids, was determined to make the best 
of a bad bargain. Once for idl, said he to his spouse, 1 acknow- 
ledge my baa behaviour, and beg pardon for it before t|ua ho- 
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nourable assemblj. It was now time for me to act the mediator! 
and to move Beatrice for an act of amnesty, assuring her that 
her husband from tiiis time forward 4ould make it the great ob- 
iect of his life to play the husband to her satisfaction. She 
began to see that there was reason in roasting of eggs, and all pw« 
sent were loud in their congratulations, on the triumph of suffer- 
ing virtue, and the renovated pledge of broken vows. To bind 
the contract firmer, and make it memorable, they were seated 
next to one another at table ; their healths were drank according 
to the laws of# toasting; wish you ioy ! many ^returns of this 
happy day ! rang round on every side : one would h/ive sworn 
that the dinner was given for their reconciliation, and not on 
account of my marriage. 

The third table was the first to be cleared. The young vil- 
lagers jumped up in a body ; the lads took out their blooming 
partners ; the tambourines struck up a merry beat f spectators 
flocjjied from the other tables, and caught the enlivening spirit 
from the gfey bustle of the scene. Every limb and muscle of 
every individual was in motion : the household of the governor ^ 
and his lady formed a set, apart from the rustics of me com- 
pany, while their superiors did not disdain to mingle with the 
homelier dancers. Don Alphonso danced a saraband with Sera- 
phina, and Don Caesar another with Antonia, who afterwards 
took mo for her partner. She did not perform much amiss, con- 
sidering that she never got much further than the five positions, 
in learning which she had her ankles kicked to pieces by a pro- 
vincial dancing-master at Albarazin, w'hile on a visit to a trades- 
man’s wife, one of her relations. As for me, who, as I have 
already said, had taken lessons at the Marchioness do Chaves’s, 

I figured away as the principal man in this rural ballet. With 
regard to Beatrice and Scipio, they preferred a little private 
conversation to dancing, that they might compare notes on the 
subject of wear and tear during the painful period of separation : 
but their billing and cooing waa interruptca by Serapliina, who, 
having been informed of this dramatic discovery, sent for thto 
to pay the customary compliments of congratulation. •My good 
people, said she, on tins day of general joy, it gives me ^di- 
tional pleasure to see you two restored to one another. My 
friend Scipio, I return you your wife^under a firm belief that she 
has alwa.y8 conducted herseu as beci^e a woman ; taft up your 
abode with her here, and be a good husband to her. And you, 
Beatrice, att|ch yourself to Antonia, and let her be as much the 
object of fowt devoted service, as Signor do Santillane is that of 
your husband. Scipio, who could not possibly, after this, think 
> of Penelope as fit to hold a candle to his own wife, promised to 
treat her with ail the deference due to such a paragon of conjugal 
fidelity. 

Tbe (yimtry people, having kept up the dance till lat^, wiIIm 
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drew to their own homes ; but the rejoicings were prolonged by 
the company in the house^ There was a grand supper, and at 
bed time the vicar-general pronounced the blessing of consum- 
mation. Seraphina undressed the bride, and the lords of Leyva 
did me the same honour. The ridiculous part of the business 
was, that Don Alphonso’s officers and his lady's attendants took 
it into their heads, by way of diverting themselves, to perform 
the same ceremony : they also undressed Beatrice and Scipio, 
who, to render the scene supremely farcical, gravely allowed 
themselves to be untrussed, and put to bed with £l nuptial pomp 
and state. 

Ch. 1L-^The honey-moon {a very dull time for the reader as a third 
person) enlivened by the commencement of Scipio's story* 

“ 'Tia heaven itself, 'tis ecstacy of bliss, 

"Cfninterrupted joy, untired excess ; i 

Mirth following mirth, the moments dance away ; 

Love claims the night, and friendship rules the 

• On the day after the wedding, the lords of Leyva returned to 
Valencia, after having lavished on me a thousand marks of friend- 
ship. There was such a general clearance, that mv secretary 
and myself, with our respective wives, and our usual establish- 
ment, were left in undisturbed possession of our own home. 

The efforts which we both made to please our ladies were not 
thrown away : I breathed by degrees into the partner of my 
joys and sorrows as much love for me as I entertained for her ; 
and Scipio made his better part forget the woes and privations ' 
he had occasioned her. !Beatrice, who had very winning ways 
with her, and was all things to all women, had no difficulty about 
worming herself into the good graces of her new mistress, and 
gaining uer complete conmlence. In short, we all four agreed 
admir^ly<%’ell together, and began to enjoy a bliss above the 
common lot of humanity. Every day rolled along more delight- 
fully than the last. Antonia wastpensive and demure ; but Bea- 
trice and myself were enlisted in the crew of mirth ; and even 
though wb had been constitutionally sedate, Scipio was among 
us, and he was of himself a^pill to purge ynelanchok. The best 
creature in the world for a snug little party ! one of those merry 
drolls who have only to sl^^ew their comical faces, and set the 
table ^n a^roar of inextinguishable laughter. 

One day, when we haa taken a fancy to go after dinner, and 
dose away the usual interval in the most seauester^d spot about 
the grounds, my secretary got into such exuberant splhts, as to 
chase away the drowsy god by his exhilarating sallies. Do hold 

S our tongue, my loquacious friend, said I : or else if you are « 
etermined to wage war against this lazy custom of our after- 
noons, at least tell us something which we shall be the wiser for 
hearings With dl my heart aM soul, sir, answered he^ Would 
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Tou have me go through all fabulous histories of wandering 
knights, distressed damsels, giants, enchanted castles, and the 
whole train of legendary adventuresf I had much rather hear 
your own true history, replied I ; but that is a pleasure which 
you have not thought fit to give me so long as we have lived 
together, and I seem likely to go without it to the end of the 
chapter. How happens that P said he. If I have not told you 
my own story, it is because you never expressed the slightest 
wish to be troubled with the recital : therefore it is not my fault if 
you are in the^ark about my past life ; but if you are really at 
all curious io be let into the secret, my loquacity is very much 
at your service on the occasion. Antonia, i5catrice, and myself, 
imanimously took him at his word, and arranged ourselves for 
listening like an attentive audience. The speculation was a safe 
one on our parts ; for the tale was sure to answer, cither as a 
stimulant or a soporific. • 

I certainly ought to have been descended, said Scipio, from 
some famHy of the Ipghest rank and earliest antiquity ; or in 
default of such parentage, from the most distinguished orders oL 
personal merit, such as that of St. James or Alcantara, if a ma^ 
may be permitted to decide on the fittest circumstances for his 
own birth : but as it is not among the privileges of human na- 
ftire to elect one’s own father, you are to know that mine, by 
name Torribio Scipio, was a subaltern myrmidon of the Holy 
Brotherhoods As he was going back and fore on the king^ 
highway, and looking after business in his own line, he met 
once on a time, between Cuen 9 a and Toledo, with a young Bo* 
hemian babe of chance, who appeared very pretty in his eyes. 
She was alone, on foot, and carried her whole patrimony at her 
back in a kind of knapsack. Whither are you going, my little 
darling? said he in a philandering tone of voice, unlike the 
naturm hoarseness of his accents. Good worthy tgentleman, 
answered she, I am going to Toledo, where I hope to gain an 
honest livelihood by hook or by crook. Your intentions are 
highly commendable, retorted he ; and 1 doubt not butyoulilivo 
many a hook and many a crook among the implemenis of your 
trade. Yes, with a bfessing on my endeavours, rejoined she : I 
have several little ways of doing for myself : 1 know how to make 
washes and creams for the ladies’ faces, perfumes for their noses 
and their chambers ; then I can tell Fortunes, can search for things 
lost with a sieve and shears, and ereotifigures for the takiil^ in oi 
shadows wiy^i a glass. 

Torribib, concluding that so well provided a girl would be a 
very advantageous match for a man like himself, who could 
scarcely scrape wherewithal to support life by his own profession, 
though he was as good a thief-taker as the best of them, made 
her an offer of marriage , and she was nothing lotii, nor prudishly 
coj* ^hey flew on the wings of inclination and convenienoe to 
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Toledo, where they were joined together ; and you behold in me 
the happy pledge of holy and lawful matrimony. They fixed 
themselves m a shop on ^he outskirts of the town, where my 
mother commenced her career by selling the said washes, creams, 
tapes, laces, silk, thread, toys, and pedlar’s ware ; but trade not 
being brisk enough to live comfortably by it, she turned fortune- 
teller. This drew her customers, got her countenance, credit, 
crowns, and pistoles : a thousand dupes of either sex soon trum- 
peted up the reputation of Cosclina ; for so my gipsy mamma 
had the honour to be named. Some one or other came every 
day to bargain for the exercise of her skill in the black art : at 
one time a nephew at his wit’s and purse’s end, wanting to know 
how soon his uncle was to set off* post for the other world, and 
leave behind him wherewithal to piece his worn out fortunes : at 
another, some yielding, love- sick girl, to enquire whether the 
swain who &ept her company, and had promised to mapry her, 
would keep his word or be mlse-hearted. 

You will take notice, if you please, th^ my mother alwhys 
sold good luck for good money ; if the accomplishment trod on 
the heels of the prediction, well and good ; if it was fulfilled ac- 
cording to the rule of contraries, she was alv ays cool, though 
the parties were ever so violently in a passion, and told them 
plainly that it was her familiar’s fault, not hers ; for though she 
paid him the highest wages, and bound him by potent spells to 
stir up the cauldron of futurity from the botton^ like earthly 
cooks, he would sometimes be careless or out of humour, and 


►rtion the ingredients wrongly. 


When my mother thought the coniuncture momentous enough, 
to raise the devil without cheapening him in the eyes of the vulgar, 
Torribio Scipio enacted his infernal majesty, ana played the part 
just as if he had been born to it, humouring the hideous features 
of the cha^cter by a very small aggravation of his own natural 
face, and practising the pandemonian note of elocution in the 
lower octave of his voice. A person in the slightest degree su- 
perstitious would be scared out of his senses at my father^ figure, j 
But one dey, as his satanic prototype would have it, there came 
a savage rascal of a captain, who asked to see the devil, for no 
earthly purpose but to run him clean through the body. The 
inquisition, having received notice of the devil’s death, sent to 
take charge of his widow, aild administer to his effects ; as for 
poor httle me, just seven years old at the time, I was sent to the 
foundling hospital. There were some charitable ecclesiastics on 
that establishment, who, being liberally paid for the^ education of 


the noor orphans, were so zealous in their office as to teach them 
reamng ana writing. They fancied there was something parti- 
cularly promising Aout me, which made them pick me out from 
all the rest, and send me on their errands. 1 was letter-carrier, 
messenger, and diapel clerk« As a token of their gratitude, they 
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undertook to teach ne Latin ; but their mode of tuition wan so 
harsh, and their disciiline so severe, ^ov^h I was a sort of pet 
with them, that, not feing able to stand it any longer, I ran 
: awajr one morning wllle out on an errand ; ana, so far fi^m re* 
taming to the hospit^, got out of Toledo through the suburbs 
on the Seville side, 

Though 1 had not ihen completed my ninth year, I already 
felt the pleasure of being free, and master of my own actions. 1 
was without monev ind without food ; no matter ! I had no 
lessons to j^o themes to hammer out* having 

pushed on m my little legs began to refiisA their 

office. I had'nov^ bsibtw made so long a trip. It became neces- 
sary to stop and take some rest. I sat myself down at the foot of 
a tree close % the highway ; there, by way of amusement,.! took 
my grammar out of my pocket, and began conning it over by 
way of & joke : but at length, coming to recollect the raps on the 
} knuckles, and the castigations on the more claasieal seat of 
punishmentVhich it had cost me, 1 tore it leaf by leaf with an 
apostrophe of angry import. Ah 1 you odious thinj^f a book 1 
you shall never make me shed tears any more. ' While ,1 was 
assuaging my vindictive spirit, by strewing the ground al^t me 
with declensions and conjugations, there paased that wiy># her* 
mit with a white beard, with a large pair of spectaclel m h» 
nose, and altogether an outside of muoh sanctity. He dame up 
to me ; and, if 1 wSs an object of speoulation to him, he was no 
less so to me. My little man, said he with a smile,' it thould 
seem as if we had both taken a sudden liking to emih others imd in 
that case we eahnot do better than to livetogether in my bemitage. 
|Which is not^iwb hundred yards distant. Your most obedient ior 
^hat, answered I pertly enough ; I have not the least desire to 
[urn hermit. At this' answer, the good old man set up e roar of 
laughter, and said with a kind embiuce : You mtbt " not bo 
Jrif^tened at mv dress; if it is not becoming, it is uirful; it 
gives me my title to a charming retreat, and to the good* ^of 
the neighbouring villages, whose inhabitants loye^r mher idolize 
ne. Come thia way, and I will clothe you in a jaclet of the 
lame stuff as mine. If you think well of it, you shall ^share 
irith me the pleasures of the life I lead ; and, if it does not hit 
your fancy, you shall not only be at liberty to leave nm, but you 
r may depend on it that in the event of our parting, 1 8ha|l not 
fail to ao something handsome by you.* 

I suffer^ myself to be persuaded, and followed the old^ her* 

I mit, who put several questions to me, which I answered with a 
\ tmth-telling simplicity, hot always to be found in a more ad* 
^ Tanced stage of morahty. On our arrival at .the hermitage, he 
set some fruit before me, which I devoured, having catwnot^g 
all day but a slice of dry bread, on which F had breakfasted at 
the hospital in the morning. Tbe re^Mse, seeii^ me pUy so 
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good a part with my jaws, said : Con^e, my good boT» do not 
spare my fruit ; there is p^nty of it, ]^aven be praised. I have 
not brought you hither to starve you. And indeed that was true 
enough ; for an hour after our coming in, he kindled a fire, put 
a leg of mutton down to roast ; and while I turned the spit, 
laid a small table for himself and me, with a very dirty napm 
upon it. 

When the meat was done enough, he took it up, and cut some 
slices for our supper, which was no dry bargain, since we qu<^ed 
a delicious wine, of which he had laid in ample store. Well ! 
my chicken, said he, as he rose from table, are you satisfied with 
my style of living P You see how we shall fare every day, if you 
fix jrour quarters here. Then with respect to liberty, you shall 
do just as you please in this hermitage. All I require* of you is 
to accompany me, whenever I go begging to the neighbouring 
villages ; you will be of use in driving an ass laden with two 
panniers, which the charitable peasants usually fill with eggs, 
bread, meat, and fish. 1 ask no more than that. 1 ^rill do, said 
I, whatever you desire, provided you will not oblige me to learn 
Latin. Friar Chirsostom, for that was the old hermit’s name, 
could not help smiling at my school-boy frowardness, a^d assured 
me once more that he should not pretend to interfere either with 
my studies or my inclinations. ' 

On the very next day we went on a foraging party with the 
donkey, which I led by the halter. We made a profitable glean- 
ing ; for all the farmers took a pleasure in throwing somewhat 
into our panniers. One chucked in an uncut loaf another a 
large piece of bacon $ here a goose, there a pair of giblets, and 
a partridge to crown the whole. But without entering farther y 
into particulars, we carried home provender enough for a week ; 
and hence you may infer the esteem and friendship in which the 
country people held the holy man. It is true that he was a great 
blessing to the neighbourhood : his advice was always at their 
sqf ^ce when they came to consult him : he restored peace where 
discW had reigned in families, and made up matches for the 
daughter! $ he Md a nostrum for almost any disease you could , 
mention, with an assortment of pious ritiials, to avert the curse ' 
of barrenness. 

Hence you perceive thaj^ I was in no danger of starving in 
my hermitage. My lodging, too, was none of the worst: stret^ed 
on goodfrew straw, with a cushion of ratteen under my head, 
and a coverlet over me of the same stuff. 1 made^but one nap 
of it all night. Brother Chirsostom, who had proiDised me a j 
hermit’s dress, made up an old gown of his own for me, and r 
called me little brother Scipio. No sooner did 1 appear in my # 
religious uniform, than the ass’s back suffered for my gentem 
appearance in the eyes of the villagers. It was who shomd give 
most to the little brother I so muck were they delighted with his 
spruce figure. 



scipio’b stost. 


The eaev, slothful }ife I led with the old hermit, could not be 
Tery revolting to a of my age. pn the contrary, it suited 
my taste so exactly, that I should have continued it to this time, 
but that the fates destinies were weaving a more complicated 
tissue for my future years. It was cast in tne figure of my nati- 
vity, early to rouse myself from the efieminacy of a religious 
life, and to take leave of brother Chrysostom after the following 
manner, 

I often observed the old man at work upon his pillow, un- 
sewing and sewing it up again ; and one day, I saw aim put in 
some money. Tw oirovmstance excited a tingling ounosity, 
which I promised myself to satisfy the first time ho went to 
Toledo, as he generally did once a week. I waited impatiently 
for the day, but as yet, without any other motive than the mere 
desire of prying. At Inst the good man went his way, and 1 
unpicked his pillow, where 1 found, among the stumng, the 
ampunt of about fifty crowns in all sorts of coin. 

This treasure must have accumulated from the gratitude of 
the peasantry, whom the hermit had cured by his nostrums, and 
of their wivps, who had become pregnant by virtue of his spiri* 
tual interference. But however it got there, I no sooner set my 
eyes on the money, which might be mine without any one near 
rite to say nay, than the gipsy voice of nature and pedigree spoke 
within me. An inextinguishable itch of pilfering tinned in my 
veins, and proved that we come into the world with the mark of 
our descent, and with our characters about us. I yielded to the 
temptation without a struggle; tied up my booty in a canvM 
bag where we kept our combs and night-caps : then, having laid 
aside the hermit’s &d resumed my foundling’s dress, jrot clear 
off from the hermitage, and hugged my bf^ as though it had 
contained the boundless treasure of the Ind^ 

Yon have heard my first exploit, contimmd Scipio ; and I 
doubt not but you will expect a succession of simil^ practices. 
Your anticipations will not be disappointed ; for there' are mapy 
such evidences of genius behind, before I come to those of my 
actions which prove me good as well as clever ; but I ihall come 
to them, and you will be convinced by the sequel, that a scoun- 
drel bom may be licked into virtue, as the cub of a bear into 

(^ild as I was, I knew better than to take the Toledo road ; 
it would have been exposing myself to the hazard of meeting 
friar Chryso^m, who wohfl have balanced accounte with me 
on a very tiumless principle. I therefore travelled in another 
direction leading to lie vfllage of Gidves, where I stopped at an 
inn, kept by a landlady who was a widow of forty, and nung out 
the hunch of grapes to a ve^ good purpose. This go^ 
no sooner kenned me, than, jmQpng by my dress that I must 
a truant fiom the orphan school, she ask^ who 1 was and whi* 

X 
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ther I was going. I answered that having lost my father and 
mother, I was looking for ^ place. Can you read, my dear P said 
she. 1 assured her that I could read, and write t^, with the 
best of them. In point of fact I could just form my letters, and 
join them so as to look a little like writing ; and that was clerk- 
ship enough for a village pothouse. Then I will take you into 
my service, replied the hostess. You may earn your board easily 
enough, by scoring up the customers, and keeping my ledger. I 
shall give you no wages, because this inn is frequented by very 
genteel company, who never forget the waiters. You may reckon 
upon very considerable perquisites. 

I clenched the bargain, reserving to myself, as you may sup- 
pose, the right of emigration whenever my abode at Galves should 
cease to be pleasant. No sooner was I settled in my place, than 
a weight lay heavy on my mind. I did not wish it to be known 
that I had money ; and it was no easy matter to devise where it 
'jould be hidden, so as that what was sauce for the goose shqpld 
not be sauce for the gander. I was not yet well enough ac- 
quainted with the house to trust the places obviously most pro- 
per for such a deposit. What a source of embarrassment is 
great wealth ! I determined, however, on a corner of our ^anary 
under some straw ; and believing it to be safer there than any 
where else, made myself as easy about it as I w^ell could. 

The household consisted of three servants : a lubberly ostler, 
a young Galician chambermaid, and myself. Each of us spunged 
what we could upon travellers, whether on foot or on horseback. 

I always came in for some small change, when the bill was paid. 
Then tne equestrians gave something to the ostler, for tiULing 
care of their beasts ; but as for our female* fellow-servant, the j 
muleteers who passed that way chucked her under the chin, and 
gave her more cro|m8 than we got farthings. I had no sooner 
realized a ^enny, man away it went to tlie granary, and slept 
with its precursors ; so that the higher rose my heap, the more 
greedy clid my little heart become. Sometimes would I kiss the 
hallowed images of my idolatry, and look at them with a de- 
votional glow, which iew worshippers feel, but those whose reli- 
gion is their gold. 

This inordinate passion sent me back and fore to gratify it, at 
least thirty times a day. 1 often met the landlady on the stair- 
case.^ She, beings naturally of a suspicious temper, had a mind 
to find out one day whab could carry me every minute to the 
corn loft. She therefore went up and began miqmaging about 
everywhere, supposing perhaps that it was my receptacle for 
articles purloined in the nouse. Of course she did not forget to 
puU the straw about ; and behold, there was my bag ! Two ^da 
m a dish and one in a purse, was not one of her proverbs ; so 
ilmt finding the contents in crowns and pistoles, she thought, or 
seemed to think, that the money was lawfully and honestly henk 
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A^leMt sbe had possesBion, and that is nine points of the law 
tftough scarcely one of honesty. But to do the ming decently 
after calling me little wretch, little* rascal, and so forth, sue 
ordered the ostler, a fellow without any will but hors, to give me 
a hearty flogging ; and then turn me out of doors, with this salt 
eel lor my breakfast, and a lady-like oath that no light-fingered 
gentry should ever darken her doors. In vain did 1 protest and 
TOW that I had never wronged my mistress : she affirmed the 
direct contrary, and her word would go further than mine at any 
time. Thus were friar Chrysostom’s savings transferred from 
one thief to a greater thief in the thief-laker. 

I wept over the loss of my money, as a father over the deatli 
of his only son ; and though my tears could not bring back what 
I*had lost, they at least answered the purpose of exciting pitv in 
some people, who saw how bitterly they flowed, and among others 
in the parson, who was accidentally going by. He ^seemed af- 
fected oy my sad plight, and took me home with him. There, 
to gain my* confidence, or rather to pump me, he bej^an soothing 
my sorrows. How inuch this poor child is to be pitied ! said he. 
Is it any wonder if^ thrown upon tJie wide world at so tender an 
age, ho has committed a bad action P Grown up men are not al- 
ways proof against the flesh or tlie devil. Then, addressing me, 
Child, added he, from what part of Spain do you come, andf who 
are your parents? You have the louk of family about you. Open 
your heart to me confidentially, and depend upon it, I never will 
desert you. 

His reverence, by this kind and insinuating language, engaged 
me by degrees to tell him.all my history, without falsification or 
reserve. I owned' everything; and thus be moralized on the 
leading article of my confession : My little friend, though her- 
mits ought to lay up such treasures as neither force nor fraud can 
wrest from them, that was no excuse for your taking the measure 
of punishment into your own hands ; by robbing brother Chir- 
sostom, you nevertherless sinned against that article of the 
deealogue, which tells you not to steal ; but I will engage to 
make Uie hostess return the money, and will punctuafiy remit it 
to the reverend friar ilt his hermitage : you may therefore make 
your conscience perfectly easy on that score. Now, between 
ourselves, my conscience was perfectly callous to everything like 
compunction with respect to tne crime* in question. I he parson, 
who had his own ends to answer, had not done with mfc yet. 
My 1^, puijued he, I mean to take you by the hand, and find 
k go^ bifth for you. I shall send you to-morrow moming, by 
the carrier, to my nephew, a canon of Toledo. He wfll not re- 
fuse, at my request, to admit you upon bis establishment, where 
they live fike so many sons of the church, rosily, merrily^ 
fatly, upon the rents of his prebendal stall : you will be perfecuj 
comfortable there, take xny word for it. 
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Patronage ]|p£e this frave me so much encouragement, that I 
did not throw away another thought either upon my bag or mj 
whipping. My mind was wholly occupied with the idea of liring 
rosily, merrily, and fatly, like a son of the church. The follow^ 
ing aay, at breakfast time, there came, according to orders, c 
mmeteer to the parsonage, with two mules saddled and bridledc 
They helped me to mount one, the muleteer flung his leg over 
the other, and we trotted on for Toledo. My fellow-traveller 
was a good, pleasant companion, and desired nothing better than 
to indulge his humour at the expense of Iiis wighbour. My 
little volunteer, said he, you have a good friend in his reverence, 
the minister of Galves. He could not give you a better proof of 
his kindness, than by placing you with his nephew the canon, 
whom I have the honour of knowing, far beyond all question ar 
comparison, to be the cock of the chapter, and a hearty one he 
is. ^one df your lantern-jawed saints, with Lent in his* face, a 
cat-of-nine-tails on his liack, and a cholera morbus in his belly. 
No such thing ! Our doctor is rubicund in the jowl, efflorescent 
on the nose, with a wicked eye at a bumper or a girl ; militant 
against no earthly pleasure, but most addicted to the good things 
of the table. You will be as snug there as a bug in a blanket. 

This hangman of a muleteer, perceiving witn what exc[uisite 
satisfaction 1 took in all this, went on tantalizing me with the 
joys of an ecclesiastical life. He never dropped tne ^subject till 
we got to the village of Obisa, and stopped there to refresh our 
mules. Then, while bustling about the inn, he accidentally 
dropped a paper from his pocket, which I was cunning enough 
,to pick up without his seeing me, an^ took an opportunity t)f 
reading while he was in the stable. It was a letter addressed to 
the governors and superintendents of the orphan school, con- 
^ ceived in these terms : ** Gentlemen, 1 consider it as an act at 
once of charity and of duty, to send you back a little truant ; he 
loheems a shrewd lad enough, and may do very w^ell with good 
douoking after. By dint of hard and frequent chastisement, I 
owiYjfbt not but you will ultimately bring him to a sense of his 
vouqn unworthiness and your behevolence. May a blessing be 
extirfShsafed on your pious and charitable labours, for the early 
Ration of sm and wickedness ! 

Whr ^ (vSicned) ^ “ The Ministeb of Galves.** 
into tr ^ en I nad finished reading this pleasant letter, which let me 
little ab good intentions of his reverence the rector, it required 
to thr^^eliberation to determine what I was to do : from the inn 
a ho^^ 3 banks of the Tagus, a space of three good miles; was but 
govBr^, Biep, and jump. Fear lent me wings to escape from the 
foso^^^^rnors of the fpundling hospital, whitner I was absolutely 
me p^lved never to return, having formed principles of taste dia- 
" i^jtrioally opposite to their meuiod of teaching the classics. I 
(rent into Toledo with as light a heart as if I had known where 
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to get my daily bread. To be sure, it is a town of ways and 
means, where a man who can live by his wits need never die of " 
hunger. Scarcely liad I reached tlie high street, when a well- 
dressed gentleman by whom I bruslied, caught me by the arm, 
saying; My little fellow, do you want a place P You are just 
such a smart lad as I was looking for. And you are just the 
master for my money, answered I. Since that is the case, re- 
joined he, you are mine from this mopent, and have only to 
follow me, which I did without asking any more questions. 

This spark, ybout the age of thirty, and bearing the name of 
Don Abd, lodged in very handsome ready-furnished apartments. 
He was by profession a blacklegs ; and the following was the 
nature of our engagement In the morning I got him as much 
tobacco as w’ould smoke five or six pipes ; bruslied his clothes, 
and ran for a barber to sliave him and trim his whiskers ; after 
w'hich he made the circle of the tennis-courts, wdieiice he never 
returned home till eleven or tw^elve at night. But every morn- 
ing, at gowig out, he gave me three reals for the expenses of the 
day, leaving me master of my own time till ten o’clock in the 
evening ; and provided I was within doors by his return, all was 
well. He gave me a livery besides, in which I looked like a 
little lackey of illicit love. I took very kindly to my condition, 
«nd certainly could not have met with any more congenial with 
my temper. 

Such, and so happy had been my way of life for nearly a 
month, when my employer enquired whether I liked his service ; 
and on my answer in the affirmative, Well, then ! resumed he, 
to-morrow we shall set out for Seville, whither iny concerns cail 
me. You will not be sorry to see the capital of Andalusia. “ He 
that hath not Seville seen, ' says the proverb, “ Is no traveller I ' 
ween.” I engaged at once to follow’^ him all over the world. On 
that very day, the Seville carrier fetched aw^ay a large trunk with 
my master’s wardrobe, and on the next morning wow^ere on the 
road for Andalusia. 

Signor Don Abel was so lucky at play, that he never lostibut 
when it was convenient ; but then it was seldom convenient to stay 
long in a place, because those w ho arc ahvays losers fiim out at last, 
that though cliance is a dangerous antagonist, certainly it is a des- 
perate one ; and that accounted for our journey. On our arrival 
at Seville, we took lodgings near tlie Dordova gate, and resumed 
the same mode of life as at Toledo. But my master foun^ some 
difiTerence between the two towns. The Seville tennis-courts could 
produce |>la^ers equally in fortune’s good graces with himself ; s6 
that he sometimes came home a good deal out of humour. One 
morning, when he was biting the bridle for the loss of a hunted 
pistoles the day before, he asked why I had not carried his li^n 
to the laundress. I pleaded forgetfulness. Thereupon, flying into 
a passioni he gave me half-a-dozen boxes on the ear m such a styld« 



as to iE.ndle an illumination in my blinking eyes, to which the 
glories of Solomon’s temple were no more to be compared, than 
the torches in a Candlemas^procession to a rush-light. There is 
for you, you little scoundrel ! said he ; take that, and leasn to 
mind your business. Must I be eternally at your heels to re- 
mind you of what you are to do P Are your brains in your belly, 
and all your wits in your grinders P You are not a downright 
idiot ! Then why not^ prevent my wants and anticipate my 
orders P After this experimental lecture, ho went out for the 
day, leaving me in high dudgeon, at a reprimand *80 much in the 
manner of my friend the ostler, for such a trifle as not getting 
up his things for the vrash. 

I could never learn what happened to him a short time after at 
a tennis-court ; but one evening he came home in a terrible heat. 
Scipio, said he, I am bent on going to Italy, and must embark 
the day aftef to-morrow on board a vessel bound for Genoa. I 
have my reasons for making this little excursion ; of course ]^ou 
will be glad to attend me, and to profit by so fine an opportunity 
of seeing the loveliest country on the face of the earth. My 
tongue gave consent ; but with a salvo in my heart and a bar- 
gain with my revenge, to give him the slip just at the moment’ of 
embarkation. This was so delightful a scheme, that I could not 
help imparting it to a bully by profession, whom I met in tlfii 
street. During my abode in Seville, 1 had picked up some 
awkward acquaintance, and this was one of the most ungainly. 
I told him how and why my ears had been boxed, and then com- 
municated my project of running away from Don Abel just be- 
fore the ship was to sail, begging to know u hat he thought of the 
plan. 

My bluff* adviser puckered his eyebrows while he listened, and 
fiddled with his fingers about his whiskers : then, blaming my 
master verj» seriously, My little hero, said he, you are eternally 
disgraced, can never show your face again, if you sit down quietly 
with so paltry a satisfaction as what you propose. To let Bon 
Abel go off* by himself, would be a poor revenge for wrongs like 
yours ; the^unisliment should be proportioned to his crime. Let 
us fine him to the full amount of his purse* and eflfects, winch we 
will share like brothers after he is gone. Now it is to be noced, 
that though thieving fell in very naturally witii the bent of my 
genius, the proposal rather’ stiartled me, as the robbery was upon 
a lurgd' scale for so young an apprentice. 

And yet the arch deceiver of my innocence fouq^ the means 
of working me up to the penetration, so that the result of our 
enterprise was as follows. This glorious ruffian, a tall, brawny 
fellow, came in the evening about twilight to our lodging. 1 
shewed my master's travelhng trunk ready pac'ked, and asked 
him whether he could oariy so heavy a load upon his shoulders. 
So heavy as that I said he : shew mo where a transfer of pro- 
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perty u to be made in my favour, and I could run with Noah'a 
ark to the top of mount Ararat. To prove his words, he felt the 
trunk, flune it carelessly over his oack, and scampered down 
stairs. I fmlowed nimbly ; and we had just ji'ot to the street 
door, when Don Abel, brought home in tlie nick of time by the 
ascendancy of his lucky stars, stood like an apparition, to appal 
our guilty souls. 

Whither are you going with that trunk P said he. I was so 
taken by surprise, that my assurance failed me; and broad* 
shoulders, finding that he had drawn a blank in the lottery, 
threw down his booty, and took to his heels, rather than be 
troubled for an explanation. Once more, whither are you going 
with that trunk P said my master. Sir, answered I, with ful the 
lionest simplicity of a criminal, pleading in arrest of judgment, 
I was going to put it on board the vessel, that wo might have 
the less to do to-morrow, before w^e embark ourselveJ. Indeed I 
Th,en yon know% retorted he, in what ship I have taken my pas- 
sage P No, sir, replied I : but those wlio can talk Latin, may 
always find their way to Ko^ne : I should have enquired at the 
port, and somebody would have informed me. At this expla- 
nation, whicdi left his opinion where it found it, he darted a 
furious glnnco at me. I thought for all the w orld, lie was going 
ft) cuff me again about the head. Who ordered you. cried ho, 
to take my trunk out of this house P You, your owm selff said 
I. Can you possibly have forgotten how you rated me but a 
few days ago P Did not you fell me, with a flea in my ear, that 
you would have me prevent your wants, and do beforehand from 
my own head whatever your service might require P Now, not 
to be threshed a second time for w^ant or forethought, 1 waa see- 
ing youf' trunk safe and soon enough on board. On this the 
gamester, finding that I had cut my teeth of wisdom sooner than 
suited his purpose, turned me off very coolly, sayings Go about 
your business, master Scipio, and speed as you may deserve. I 
do not like to play with folks w^ho are in the habit of revoking. 
Get out of my sight, or I shall %ei yo\\v solfeggio in a crying Ifey. 

I spared him the trouble of telling me to go twice, •Off 1 shot 
like an arrow, for fea» he should unfledge me, by taking away 
my livery. When distant enough to slacken my pace, I walked 
. along the streets, musing whither I might betake a 

night's lodging, with only two reals m* my pocket. The gate of 
the archbishop's palace at length starpd me in the face^ afhd, as 
his grace's supper was then dressing, a savoury odour exhaled 
from the kittens, impregnating the gale with soup and sauce for 
a mile round. Ods haricots and cutlets ! thought I, it would be 
no hard matter for me to dispense with one or those little side 
dishes, which will be of no use to the archbbhop but to make out 
the figure of his table ; nay, I would be contented only just to 
dip in my four fingers and thumb, and then to sap like a ^ear 
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Upon suckings. But how to accomplish it ! Is there no way 
bringing these choice morsels to a better test than tliat of smell P 
And why not? Hunger, •they say, will break through stone 
walls. On this idea did 1 set my wits to work ; and, by dint of 
conning over the subject, a stratagem struck me, which set my 
lungs as well as appetite in motion, just as the old caroenter 
kept bawling, I have found it,** like a madman, when he had 
hit the right nail of his proposition on the head. I ran into the 
court of the palacre, and made the best of my way to the kit* 
chens, calling out with all my might, “ Help ! hejp !” as if some 
assassin had been at my heels. 

At my reiterated cries, master Diego, the archbishop’s cook, 
ran with three or four kitchen drudges to learn what w'as the 
matter ; and seeing only me, asked why I roared so load. Ah! 
good sir, answered I. v\ itli every token of exejuisite distress, for 
mercy’s sakh and for St Polycarp's ! save me, I beseech you, 
from the fury of a blusterer, who swears he will kill me. But 
whSre is this disturber of the public peace P cried Diego. 1lo\x 
luive no one to quarrel with but yourself : for I do not see 
so much as a cat to spit at you. Go your ways, my little 
roan, and do not be afraid ; it is evidently some wag w'ho ftaa 
been playing upon your cowardice for his diversion; but he 
knew better than to follow you within these walls, for we would 
have cut his ears oiT at the least. No, no, said I, it w'as for no 
laughing matter that he ran after me. Ho is a noted footpad, 
and meant to rob me ; 1 am certain that ho is now waiting for 
me at the corner of the street. Then lie may wait long enough, 
replied the knight of the iron spit ; for you shall stay here till 
to-morrow. You shall sup with us, and we will give you a bed. 

I was out of my little wits with joy at the mention of these last 
tidings; and it was like the turnpike road to par^ise afler 
crossing air Arabian desert, when being led by master Diego 
througn the kitchens, 1 there saw my lord archbishop’s supper, 
and the stew-pans in the last throes of parturition^ There were 
fift&en accountable souls, for I reckoned them up, in attendance 
on the labour ; but the litter of dishes far out-numbered the 
fecundity of nature in her most prolific mood : so much more 
gracious and bountiful is providence to the heads of the church 
m the indulgence of tlieir apjpetites, than mindful of the worth- 
less brute creation m the Propagation of its kind. Here it was, 
at thb %>untain head o^prolacy, inhaling an atmosphere oj 
mravy. instead of just snumng the scent as it lay upon the breese, 
that 1 first shook hanik ii|ith sensuality. 1 had the honour of 
fBpping with the scullions, and of sleepmg in their room ; an in- 
itiation of friendship so sincere and strong, that on the follow- 
ing day, when 1 went to thank master Diego for his goodness in 
wyiohssfing me a refuge, he said: Our kitchen lads have been 
ihl|i me in a body, to declare bow excessively delighted they are 
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with jour manners, and to oropose having you among them M a 
felloMT-servaot. Hofv ahoula you. on your part, like to make one 
of the society F I ansurerod that M'ftli sucri a feather in my cap. 
1 sl^uld be the vainest and the happiest of mortals. Then so to 
it, my friend, replied he ; consider yourself henceforth as a but- 
tress of the hierarchy* With this invitation, he introduced me 
to the major-domo, who thought he saw talent enough in me for 
a turnspit. 

No sooner was I in possession of so honourable an office, than 
master Diego, jTollowing the practice of C(X)ks in great houses, 
who pamper up their pretty dears in private w ith all sorts of 
good things, seU'cted me to supply a lady in the neightourhood 
with a regular table of butcher’s meat, poultry, and game. This 
good friend of his was a widow on the right side of thirty, very 
pretty, very lively, and to all appearance contenting herself with 
cupboard love for her cook. 11 is generous passion Vas not con- 
fined to Turnishing her with bread, meat, and garnish ; she 
drank hcr*wine too, and the archbishop was her winc-racrohanfc. 

The improvement of my parts kept pace with that of my 
carnal condition in his grace’s palace ; wnere I gave a specimen 
oP rising genius, still ringing on the trump of fame at Seville. 
The pages and some others of the household had mind to get 
tp a plav on my lord archbishop’s birthday. They chose a 
popular Spanish tragedy ; and wanting a boy about my age to 
personate the young King t)f I^on, east me for tlie part. The 
major-domo, a great spouter, underUiok to train me for the 
stage ; and afU*r a few lessons, pronounced tliat I should not to 
the worst actor of the company. His grace not wishing to starve 
so handsome a compliment to himself, no expense was spared in 
getting it up mngnitjcently. The largest hall in the pajaca waa 
fitted up as a theatre, with appropriate derortitions. At the side 
scene there was a bed of turi, on which I w as to h9 discovered 
asleep, when the Moors were to rush in and take mo prisoner. 
When we had got so forward with our rehearsals as to to sure 
of toing ready by the time fixed, the archbishop sent out carls 
of invitation to all the principal fsmilies in the city. * . 

At length, the groat, the important day arrived; and e^ 
performer "was Jiig with the contrivance and adjustment of his 
dress. Mine waa brought by a tailoj, accompanied b^our major- 
domo, who, after taking the trouble oT drilling me at reh^rau, 
wished to see justice done to my qatward appearance.* The 
tailor put maon a rich robe of blue velvet, with hanging sleeve^ 
gold lace^frmge, and buttons : the major-domo him^lf crowned 
me with a pasteboard crown, studded with false diamonds and 
real pearls. Morsrtbver, they gave me a sash of pink silk woriM 
in aifver ; so that every new ornament waa like a quiU-JeaUier 
in the wing of a bird. At last, about dusk, the dav togaiL 
The eortain drew up for my soliloquy ; the purpmrt rf wliiea]f ii 
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to express, in a roand-about, poetical wa,y, that not being able 
to defend myself from the influence of sleep, I was going to lie 
down and take it as it came? To suit the action to the word, I 
sidled ofl* to the corner between the flat and the wings, «and 
squatted down on my bed of turf, but instead of going to sleep, 
according to promise, 1 was hammering upon the means of get- 
ting into4ho street, and running away with my coronation finery. 
A little private staircase, leading under the theatre into tue 
lower saloon, seemed to furnisli the probability of success. I 
slid away slily, while the audience were considering some neces- 
sary ouestiori of the play, and ran down the staircase, through 
the saloon, to the door, calling out, “ Make way ! make way ! 1 
must change my dress, and run up again in a moment!’* They 
all made a lane, for fear of hindering mo ; so that in less than 
two minutes I got clear out of the palace, under cover of the 
darkness, arfd scampered to the house of iny friend who saw gen- 
tlemen’s trunks safe on board. * „ 

He stared like a stuck pig at my equipment ! But trlien I let 
him into the why and the wherefore, he laughed ready to split 
his sides. Tlien, shaking hands in the sincerity of his heart, 
because he flattered himself with the hope of a pension on the 
King of Leon’s civil list, he wished me ioy of so successful a 
first appearance, and joined issue with the major-domo in thff 
prognostic, that with encouragement and practice I should turn 
out a tirst-rate actor, and make no little noise in the world. 
After we had diverted ourselves for some time at the expense of 
my manager and audience, 1 said to the bully — What shall we 
do with this magnilicent dress P Do not make yourself uneasy 
about that, answered he. I know an honest broker, without an 
atom of curiosity in his composition, w ho w ill buy or sell any 
thing with any person, provided that ho gets the turn of the 
market upcni the transaction. I will fetch him to you to-morrow 
morning. The knowing fellow was as good as his word ; for he 
weijt out early the next day, leaving me in bed, and returned 
t^o hours afterwards with the broker, carrying a yellow bundle 
under his dtm, Mv friend, said he, give me leave to introduce 
Signor Ybagnez or Segovia, who, in spit# of the bad example 
set him 1)y the trade in general, trusts to fair dqpling and small 
profits for % moderate pittance and an unblemished character. 
He will tell you to a fraction what the dress you want to part 
with ik really worth, and •you may take his calculation as the 
balance of justice, between man and man. Oh yes [ to a nicety, 
said the broker. Else wherefore live 1 in a Christian 'land, but 
to appraise for my neiglibour as for myself? To take a mean 
advantage never was, thank heaven ! and at ^hese years never 
shall be imputed to Ybagnes of Segovia. Let us look a litUe at 
thosp articles ! You are the seller ; 1 am the buyer ! We have 
9tdf U> agree upon an equitable prioe. Here they are, said the 
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Imlly, pulling them out : now own the truth, w m there ever any* 
thing more magnificent P You do not often see sucli velrei : 
and then the trimming ! You say toe much of it, an* 

sweied the Bateaman. examining the suit with the prying eye of 
a dealer, it is of the very first quality. And what think you of 
the pearls upon this crown ? rc'iumed my friend. A lilt le rounder, 
observed Yoaguez, and there w'ould be no setting a price upon 
them! however, take them as they are. it is a very fine set. and 
I do not want to find fault about trifles. Now your common 
run of appraisers, under my circumstances, would afloct t-o dis- 
parage the goods for the sake of getting them eheaper; one of 
those fellows w'ould have the eonscienee to offer twenty pistoles ; 
but there is nothing like bargaining with an upright, downright 
man ! f will give forty at a word ; take them or leave tiiem I 

Had Ybagnez ventured uji to a hundred, he would not have 
burned his fingers ; for (he pearls alone would have •fetched two 
hqpdred anywhere. The bully, who went snacks, then said— 
Now only*hx)k ! what a mercy it is, to fall into the hands of a 
man not of this wurld. Higiior Yl)agnf*z estimates money as 
dross, in comparison of his principles and his soul. He may die 
to-night, and yet not be taken unprepared ! That is tfx> much I 
You make mo blush, said the salesman of principle and soul ; 
But so far is true, that my price is always fixed. Well, now, is 
it a bargain? The money down ujxm the nail too! Stop a 
moment I answered the bully ; my little friend must first try on 
the clothes you have brought for him by my order : 1 am very 
much mistaken if they will not just fit him. The salesman then, 
untying his bundle, shewe*! me a second-hand suit of dark cloth 
witn silver buttons. 1 got up. and got into it ; too big for me 
every way ! but these gentlemen could have sworn it had been 
made to my measure, i bagnez put it at ten pistoles ; and as 
he was an upright, downriglit man, of fixed prineiple and Aoul, 
estimating money as dross in comparison of integrity, his first 
price was of course his last. He therefore took out his purse, 
and counted down thirty pistoles upon a table ; after whicB he 
packed up the King of Leon’s regalia, and went his vasy. 

When he was gons, the bully said — I am very well satisfi^ 
with that broker. And so he well might be; fori atfi certain 
he must have received at least a hundred pistoles as Inish-money. 
But there was no reason why the l^fbker’s benevolence should 
pay the debta of my ^titude : so ha Ux)k half the mofley on 
the table, wUhout saying with your leave or by your leave, and 
suffered me to pocket the remainder, with the following advice : 
My dear Scipio, with that balance of fifteen pistoles, 1 would 
have you get oat of this town as fast as yon con ; for you may 
suppose tliat my lord archbishop will ferret you out if you are 
above ground. It would grieve me to the heart if, after haring 
risen so superior to the prejudice of honestyi you had the wjpak* 



nes8 to fall foul of what alone keeps it afloat, the house of come* 
tion. 1 answered that it was my fixed purpose to make myseJ 
scarce at Seville, and accoKliz^Iy, after buyin{< a hat and some 
shirts, 1 travelled through vineyards and ohve groves toithe 
ancient city of Carmona ; and in three days afterwards arrived 
at Cordova. 

I put up at an inn close by the market-place, giving myself 
out for the heir of a good family at Toledo, travelling for his 
pleasure. Mv appearance did not belie the story, and a few 
pistoles, which I contrived carelessly to chink within the^Jand* 
Iord,s hearing, pinned his faith upon my veracity. Probably 
my unfledged youth might lead him to take me for some grace- 
less little truant who had robbed his parents and run away. But 
that was no concern of his : he took the thing just as I gave it 
him, for fear lest his curiosity should clash with my continuance 
athishousef For six reals a day one could lire like a gentle- 
man at this inn, where there was generally a considerable cqn- 
courip of company. About a dozen people sat down •at supper. 
It was whimsical enough j but the w^hole party plied their knives 
and forks without speaking a word, except one man, who talked 
incessantly, right or wrong, and made up for the silence of the 
rest by his eternal babble. lie alTected to be a wit, to tell a 
good story, and took great pains to make the good folks merry’ 
oy his puns ; and accordingly they did laugh most inextinguish’ 
abjk I out it was at him, not with him. 

For my part I paid so little attention to the talk of tiiis rattle, 
that I should have got up from table w'itbout knowing what it 
was all about, if he hod not brought it homo to my business and 
my bosom. Gentlemen, cried he, just as supper was over, I 
have kept my best story for the last ; a very droll thing hap- 
pened within these fow days at the archbishop of Seville's palace. 
1 had it frQtn a young fellow of my ttcauaintanee, who assures 
mo that he was present at the time. These words made my 
heart jump up into my throat, for I had no doubt of this being 
my exploit — and so it turned out. This plea.sant gentleman re- 
lated the facts as they actually happened, and even carried the 
adventure to its conclusion, of vhich I Tas as yet ignorant: 
but now*yoa shall be made as wise os myself. 

No sooner had I absconded, than the Moors, who were, ac- 
cording to the progress of did’ fable and the rising of the interest, 
to lay violent hanas on me, appeared upon the stage, for tlm fell 
purpose of surprising me on my bed of turf, where^ the author 
had given them reason to expect me fast asleep ; bat when they 
thought they were just going to capot the Kng of Leon, they 
found, to their surprise, that both the king and the knave made 
a trick against them. Here was a hole in the ballad! The 
actora all lost their cue ; some of them called me by name, oihetu 
ran » look for me ; here is a feUow hsvrlmg as tjSiough his bat* 
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Iowa would burst, there stands another, bsutterins to himself 
about the devil, just aa if that reptile could stand upright in 
fuch a presence ! The archbishop, j^rceiving trouble and con* 
fusieoL to lord it behind the scenes, asked what was the matter. 
At the sound of the prelate's voice, a page, who was the fiddle of 
the piece, came to the front and spoke thus : My lord archbishop, 
ladies, and gentlemen! We are extremely sorry to inform you, 
as players, but extremely glad, as men and Christians, that the 
king of Leon is at present m no danger whatever of being taken 
prisoner by tho M^rs : he has adopted ofiectual measures for 
the security of his royal person ; and to the royal person, as 
liberty avails little without property, he has irrevocably attached 
the crown, insignia, and robes. And a hapnv deliverance for 
himself knd Christendom ! exclaimed the archbishop. He has 
done perfectly right to escape from tlie enemies of ^ur religion, 
and to burst from the bonds in which their malice* would have 
laid him. By this time, nrobably, he has reached the confines of 
ins kingdoitn, or may ImvPentercd the capital. May no ui#ucky 
accident liave retarded him on his journey ! And that the sin ol 
none such may Ho heavy on my conscience, I beg leave very 
positively to make my pleasure known, that ho may proceed un- 
molested by any interruption from this quarter ; I |hould be 
Bighly mortifie I indeed, if his majesty^s pious endeavours were 
to be frustrated by the slightest indignity from the ministers of 
that religion iu whose cause ho labours and suffers. Tho prelate, 
having thus declared his acquiescence in the motives of my flight, 
ordered my part to be read, and the play to be resumed. 

Ch. XI . — Continuation of Scipio*i ttory. 

As long as I had money in my purse, my landlord was cap in 
' hand; but the moment he began to suspectfthat the funds were 
low, he became high and mighty, picked a German nuarrel with 
me, and one morning, before breakfast, begged it as a favour of 
me to march out of liis house. I followed his counsel as proudly 
aa you please, and betook me to a church belonging to the fatbers 
of St. Dominic, whore, while mass w as performing, an*old beggar 
t accosted me on the usial topic of alms. I dropjHjd sonw small 
ohauge into his hat, w'hich was truly the orphan s mite, saying at 
the same time: My friend, remember in your praym to men- 
tion a situation for mo ; if your petitibn is lieartl with favour, it 
shall be all the better for you ; hearty thanks, and a hanUsome 

poundage! j j a # 

At these words, the beggar surveyed me up and down from 
^ head to foot, and answei^ in a grave tone : Wliat place would 
you wish to ^veP I should like, replied I, to be footoan m 
some family where I should do well. He enquiry whether the 
matter pressed. With all possible importunity, said I, for iMMfM 
I have the good luck to get settled very soon, the altendj^e 
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will be horrible ; death by the gripe of absolute famine, or a Utg* 
lihood in the ranks of your fraternity. If the latter were, after 
all, to be your lot, resumed^he, it certainly would be rather hard 
upon you, who have not been brought up to our habits of Jife ; 
but, with a little use and practice, you would prefer our condi- 
tion to service, which, partiality apart, is far less respectable than 
the beggar’s vocation. Nevertheless, since you like a menial 
ocoopation better than leading a free and independent life like 
me, you shall have a birth witnout more ado. Mean as my ap- 
pearance is, you must not measure my power by it. Meet me 
here at the same hour to-morrow. 

I took care to keep the appointment. Though at the spot be- 
fore the time, I had not long to wait before the beggar joined 
me, and told me to follow him. I did so. He led me to a cellar 
not far from the church, where he resided. We went in toge- 
ther ; and siting down on a long bench, at least a hundred years 
the worse for wear, the conversation took this turn on his part ; 
A gotd action, as the proverb says, flways meets njth its re- 
ward : you gave me alms yesterday, and that has determined me 
to get you a place, \«hi(*h shall bo soon done, with a blessing on 
my endeavours, I know an old Dominican, by name Father 
Alexis, a holy monk, a ghostly confessor. I have the honour to 
do all liis^little odd jobs, pertorniing my task with so much dian 
cret ion and good faith, that he always lends his interest to me 
and my friends. I have spoken to him about you, and in such 
terms as to prepossess him in your favour. You may be intro- 
duced to his reverence whenever you please. 

lliere is not a moment to bo lost, said I to the old beggar ; 
let us go to the good monk immediately. The mendicant agreed, 
and led me by the arm to Father Alexi-*, whom we found in his 
room, hard at workf writing spiritual letters. He broke off to 
talk with Djie. As it was the wish of the mendicant, he would do 
all in his power to serve me. Having learnt, pursued he, that 
Signor Bslthasar Velasquez is in want of a footboy, I wrote to 
him this morning on your behalf, and he just sent me for answer, 
that he would take you without further enquiry on my recom- 
mendation. This very day you may call ^n him from me ; he is 
one of my flock, ana my very good friend. Thereupon the 
monk preached to me for three quarters of an hour on my moral 
and religidus duties, and'>lfow to fulfil them in conscience and 
honour. He enlarged pnncinally on the obligation of serving 
Velasquez with diligence ana devotion; and then assured me 
that he would take care and keep me in my placed provided my 
master had no very material fault to find with me. 

After having thanked the holy person for bis goodness towards 
me, 1 left the convent with the beggar, who tola me that Signor 
Bal^asar Velasquez was an old woollen-draper, but with mneb 
•in^eity and good nature in hia character. I c^bt not, add e d 

I 
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he, but you will be perfectly comfortable iu hie house. I bef^ged 
to know his place or residence, and repaired thither imnjediat«\v, 
after promising to make my gratitudes mj^inifest, as soon as I had 
taken root in my new- soil. 1 went into a large shop, where two 
fashionable young apprentices were walking uu and down, prac- 
tising new grimaces against the entrance of tiio next customer. 
I enquired whether tJieir master was at home, saying that I 
wanted to speak with him from Father Alexis. At tlmt vene- 
rable name they showed me into the counting-house, where their 
principal was turning over the ledger. I made a low bow, and 
coming up to him, Sir, said I, Father Alexis ordered mo to call 
here and ofler myself os a servant to your honour. Ah ! ray 
smart lad, answered he, you are heartily wTlcorae. It is enough 
that the holy man sent you ; and I shall take you in preference 
to three or four others wlio have been recommended. It is a 
clear case ; your wages begin from this day. « 

A very short time in the family convinced me that the head 
of tt was jiyst such a man ho liad been described. In poi^t of 
simplicity, he was every (lung that could be wished ; so exquisite 
a subject for imposilion, that it seemed next to an impossibility 
not to exerci.se my craft upon such a handle. Ho hail^ been a 
widower four 3' ears, and nad two children, a son of five-and- 
ttrenty, and a daughter iu her eleventh year, Tho girl, bniught 
up by a severe duenna, under the spiritual conduct of Father 
AJexis, walked in the high road of virtue; but her brother, 
Gaspard yelasquez, though no pains had been spared to make a 
gooa man of him, picked out for himself all the vices of a young 

S roiligate. Sometimes he stayed away from home two or three 
ays together ; and if, on his return, his father ventured to re- 
• monstrate in the least against liis proceedings, Gaspard shut his 
^ mouth at once, with a haughty toss of the hq^, and au imperti- 
nent answer. , 1 j 

Scipio, said the old man one day, my son is the plague of my 
life. He is over head and ears in all kinds of debauchery : and 
yet there is no accounting for it, since his education was by 110 
means neglected. I have given him the very best masters ; and 
my friend Father Aleuts has done his utmost to train him up in 
the way ho should go ; but there was no breaking him in ; ^ Mai^ 
ter Gaspard ran restive, and bolted into downright libertinism. 
You may }>erhap8 tell me, that I spared tho rod and upoiled the 
child. Quite otherwise ! he was punished whenever the ocevMion 
seeemed to demand it; for, though good-tempered at bottom, I 
am not b% played upon, I hare even gone so as Jo lock 
him up, but tliat only m^e him more headstrong than herons 
In ahort, he is one or those impracticable beings, on whom good 
example, good advice, and a good hoi^whip, are equally 
awa^. If ever he makes any figure in the world, it must be hr 
a mincle from heaven. 

nil 
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Though my heart was not grievously wrung by the sorrows of 
this unhanpy father, sympathy was expected from me, and I con- 
doled with him accordingly. How much to be pitied you are, 
sir ! said I. Virtues liGi yours deserved to have been hcmded 
down in your progeny. The event is quite the reverse, mj^ood 
lad, answered he. Heaven heard my prayer, and gave me a son, 
but converted the blessing into an aiHiction. Among o^er 
grounds of complaint against Gaspard, I may tell you in &n- 
ndence, there is one which ^ves me a great deal of uneasiness ; 
a vast longing to rob his old father, which he too often finds the 
means of satisfying, in spite of all my caution. Your prede- 
cessor played into his hands, and was turned away in consequence. 
As for you, I flatter myself that my son will never be able to 
tpper with your honesty. You will take my side of ihe ques- 
tion ; for doubtless Father Alexis has given you your lesson on 
that head. . You may rest assured of that, said 1; for a good 
long hour did his reverence lecture me on doing your will and 
pleasure without let or hindrance ; but I can assurq you, thbre 
was no need of his saying anything about the matter. I feel 
within myself a sort of call to serve you faithfully, and I promise 
to do it with a zeal beyond all the temptations of the world to 
shake or lessen. 

He who only hears one side, is in danger of deciding partially^ 
Young Velasquez, a mixture of the fribble and the braggart, con- 
eluding from the cut of my countenance that I was made up of 
mortal frailty like my predecessor, drew me aside to a snug 
corner, and there talked to me after tUs fashion. Now 
what is said to you, my dear fellow ; you may think I do not 
know that you arc set as a spy upon me by my father ; but t^e 
especial care how you proceed, for I can assiire you most sin- " 
cerely, that the o^<^o is not without very considerable inconveni- 
ence to those who \mdertake it. If ever 1 find that you tell 
talcs out Of school, I will give you such a basting as you never 
had in your life ; but if you will make common cause with me, 
^ a fool of my father, you may buy golden returns of gratitude 
from youi; humble servant. Do you wish me to deal with you 
upon the nail P You shall go snacks in all^hat we can squeeze out 
•f the old fellow. You have only to take your choice ; fall at 
once into the ranks either of father or son ; for neut^g will 
come worst oflf, where the contending parties ^ht for their ex- 
istence* 

Sir, answered I, you*make the shoe pinch very tight; it is 
self-evident that there is nothing for me to do, bifo tq enlist un- 
der your banners, though in my conscience it seems like a crying 
sin to betray Siraor Vdasquex* That is no concern of yours, * 
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under his thumb ; a curmudgeon who refuses me the rights of 
in refusing to stand to the expenses iad repairs of my 
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S assures ; for pleasures are the necessaries of life at flTe-and* 
renty. It is m this point of view that you must form your 
opinion of my father. If that is tUb oase» so bo it, sir. said I , 
them is no stondin)^ agajnst so just a subject of complaint. 1 
am quite at your service to play second fiddle in all your laud- 
able enterprises ; but let us take especial care to conce^ our uood 
understanding, for fear your faithful, humble servant should bo 


understandinff, tor tear your taitntui, numbio servant suouia no 
kiSced out ofocors. It will not bo amiss, in niy poor opinion, for 
you to sfiect an extreme antipathy against me : some good round 
of abase woul<^ have a very pretty enect ; you need not be nice ; 
all the blackguard terms in the dictionary will come at your call. 
Nay, a box on the oar now and then, or a kick on the brt'cch, will 
break no scniares ; on the contrary, the more you express your 
thorough dislike, the more Signor Balthasar will pin his faith 
upon my sleeve. My cue will be, apparently to avoid speaking 
to you if possible. In waiting at table, I shall perform my little 
attentions to you at arm's length ; and whenever your honour 
mAv hannen to be called over the coals by the slionmcn, you must 


As plain as chalk from cheese! cried young Velasoucz at this 
last hint; this is admirable, my friend ; at your early age, it is 
uncommon to meet with such a talent for intrigue ; I consider it 
as a most happy omen for my purpose. With such a performer 
to play up to me, 1 Hatter myself the old codger will be pinched 
to the bone and left penniless. You really carry your good opi- 
• nion of mo beyond what my merit will justify, said I ; some 
industry may fall to my share, but not such exalted geniiw. But 
1 shall do my utmost; and if my honest endeavours fail, your 
candour must find excuses for my imWciiity. 
i It was not long before Gaspard had proof positive that I waa 
^ to a hair’s breadth the very man he wanted I'Bnd the following 
was precisely the first trick I played into his hand. Balthasar s 
strong box was in the good man's chamber, by bis bed-side, a 
sort of oratory, with a prayer-book always lying ii^n it. Evefy 
time I lookeil that way, my eyes glistened with hope &nd plea- 
sure ; my heart chuckled over the very idea of w^t i, light hap- 
pen: Fair, sweet, cruei. box, will you for ever 
MldressesP May I never experience the heart-felt delight of 
Dossessing all your charms for better, for worse? ^ 1 went 
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then out business is done. There will be no diflSculty in finding 
a benevolent locksmith in Cordova, where, to do the place jus- 
tice, there are as many rogfies as in any part of Spain. 

Well 1 but why, said I to Gaspard, do you want a false key P 
We may find our account in the proper one. Yes, answered he ; 
out I am afraid lest my father, through mistrust or whim, should 
take a fancy to hiding it elsewhere ; and the safest way is* to 
have one of our own. 1 commended his precaution, and fallmg 
in with all his principles, got ready for taking the impression of 
the key : this was effected one morning early,, while my old 
master was paying a visit to father Alexis, with whom no for 
the most part held very long conferences, I did not stop here ; 
but availed myself of the key to open the strong box, wherein 
an ample range of large and small bags threw me ‘into the 
most delightful perplexity imaginable. I did not know which 
to choose, lliere y»‘as such a family likeness among them ; never- 
theless, as the fear of being caught did pot allow’ of any long 
deliberation, I laid hands, hap-liazard, on the largest. Tlfen, 
locking the box carefully, and putting the key back again behind 
the hangings, I got away out of the chamber with my booty, and 
hid it under my bod, in a small closet whefe I lay. 

Having performed this exploit so successfully, I ran back as 
fast as my legs would carry me to young Velasquez, who wi® 
waiting at a house wdiore he had given me notice to meet him, 
and his delight was extreme at the recital of what I had just 
done. He was so fully satisfied with me, as to lavish caresses 
without number, and to offer me thrice, in tlie fulness of his 
heart, half tlie contents of the bag, which I did thrice refuse. 
No, no, sir, said I, this first bag is yours and yours only j apply 
it to your own uses and occasions. I shall return forthwitn to 
the strong box, whfro, as our lucky stars have contrived it, there 
is money enough for both of us. Accordingly, three days after- 
wards 1 carried off a second bag, containing, like the first, 
five hundred crowns, of which I would only handle the fourth 
p&t, let Gasnard be as pressing as he pleased to force upon me 
a brotherly wision, share and share alike. 

As soon as this young man found himself so flush of money, 
and oonseauently in a condition to gratify his hankering after 
women ai^p play, he gave himself up entirely to the devices of 
his own imagination ; hay, his evil genius pursued him so 
far, is to make him fall desperately in love with one of those 
female ^rpies, who devour without remorse or intermission, 
and swtdlow up the li^est fortunes. His disourssmenta at 
her instigation were frightful ; and thus it became necessary 
for me to nay so many visits to the strong box, that old Velasques 
at length found out he had been robb^. Scipio, said he one 
moping, 1 must give you a piece of information ; scmie one robs 
m/ my friend ; my strong ooz has been opened $ several bags 
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hate been talcen ont, that is a certain fact. Wliom ouglit I to 
aoeiuie of this theft P or rather, who else but iny son can hare 
committed it P Gaspard must have by stealth into my cham* 
I berigor else you yourself must have played booty with liim ; for 
^ I am tempted to believe you are in league with him, Uiough to 
outward appearance yon do not set up your horses together. 
And jet I am unwilling to harlK)ur that suspicion, because Father 
Alexis undertook to answer for your honesty. I gave him to 
understand that, by the blessing of heaven on a good natural 
disposition, my, neighbours' gooiis had no temptation in my sight ; 
ana I so happily suited the action to the ho, and the lie to the 
action, that my judge pronounced a verdict of acquittal on the 
evidence of grimace and hypocrisy. 

Accordingly the old man dropped the subject : but for all that, 
there was a general misgiving in liis breast, and it would some* 
times light upon me : taking precautions, thereforef against our 
further attacks, he had a new lock put to his strong box, and 
casried the key in his pocket. By these means, an em- 
bargo being laid on our traflic with the bags, we looked excres- 
sivdy foolish, especially Gaspard, who, being unable any longer 
to keep his nymph ii# her usual style, knew very wtH that he 
was likely to be tossed out of her window. He had, however, 
invention enough to devise an expedituii for keeping his head 
above water a few days longer, and that was neither more nor 
less than to get into liis clutches, in the form of a loan, my di- 
vidend on tlic joint stock of ilio strong hvx* I refunded to 
the last farthing ; and this restitution, it is to be hopc‘d, may be 
set off as an anticipated act of justice to the old draper, in the 
person of his heir. 

The young man, having exhausted this scanty supply, and 
desperate of any other, fell into a deep nielmcholy, and into ul- 
timate derangement. He no longer looked on his faster in any 
other light than as the bane of his life. His frenzy broke out 
into the most dreadful projects ; so tliat, without listening to the 
voice of consanguinity or nature, the wretch conceived the Im- 
pious design of poisoning him. He was not content with making 
me privy to the atrock>us design, but even proposed to render 
me the instrument of parricide. At the very thought, my blood 
ran cold within me. Sir, said I, is it possible that you are so 
rejected of heaven as to have fomfed this horrid pldlr What* 
is it in your nature to murder the authgr of your existence Shall 
Spain, the fi^oured abode of the Christian faith, bear witness to 
the commiswon of a crime, at the first blush of which transat- 
^ lantic savages would recoil with horror P No, my dear mas^r, 
added I, throwing myself on my knees, no, you will not be guilty 
of an action whiem would raise the hand of ill mankind against 
you, and be overtaken by an infamous punishment 

1 fMtesied many argomeuta betide ou Gaspard, to dissui 
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from 80 fearfril an entei^rise. How the deuce I.came bjr all the 
moral and relip^ious toptc8» which I brought to act against the 
fortress of his despaifi is nibre than I can account for ; but it 
is certain that I preached like a doctor of Salamanca, though a 
mere stripling, bom of a gipsy fortune-teller. And yet et was 
to no pui^se that 1 suggested the duty of communing with his 
own better resolutions, and stoutly wrestling with the fiend, who 
was lying in wait for his immortal soul ; my pious eloquence was 
* dissipated into air. His head hung sullenly on his bosom, and 
his tongue uttered no sound, in answer to all my mollifying ex- 
hortations, so that there was every reason to conclude he would 
not swerve from his purpose. 

Hereupon, taking my own measures, I requested a private 
interview with my old master ; and being closeted with him. Sir, 
said I, allow me to thrown myself at your feet, and to implore 
your pity. •In pathetic accord with my moving accents, I pros? 
tratea myself before him, with my face all bathed in tears. The 
merchant, surprised at what he saw and hftird, asked •the catlse 
of my distress. Kemorse of conscience and repentance, answered 
I ; but neither repentance nor remorse can ever wash out my 
guilt. I have been weak enough to give ear to your son, and to 
DO his accomplice in robbing vou. To this confession I added a 
sincere acknowledgment of all that had iiappened, with the par^^ 
tioulars of my late conversation with Gaspard, whose design I 
laid opn without the least reserve. 

Bad as was the opinion which old Velasquez entertained of his 
son, he could scarcely believe his ears. Nevertheless, finding 
no good reason to distrust the truth of my account, Scipio, said 
he, raising mo from the ground, wdiere I had till now been pros- 
trate at his feet, 1 forgive you in consideration of the important 
notice you have conaoiunicated. Gasnard ! pursued he, raising 
his voice 41]} to the loudness of anguisn, does Gaspard aim a blow 
at my life ! Ah ! ungrateful son, unnatural monster ! better thou 
hadst never been born, or stifled at thy birth, than to have been 
reared for the destruction of thy father ! What plea, what ob- 
ject, whatopalliation of the atrocious deed? I furni^ed thee 
annually with a reasonable allowance for pleasures, and what 
wouldst thou have more? Must 1 have drained my fortune to 
the dregs, to support thee in thy extravagance ? Having vented 
his feolmgs^n this bitter apostrophe, he enjoined seeresy on me, 
and told me to leave him ^one, while he considered how to act 
in so delicate a conjuncture. 

I waa vei^ anxious to know what vesolntion uusiiiinliappy 
father would take, when on that very day he sent for Oaspora, 
and addressed him thus without betraying the inward emotions 
of his heart : My Son, 1 have received a letter from Merida, 
purporting that if you are disposed to marry, you may make a 
anmh with a very fine girl of fifteen, with a handaome fortune 
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hi her pocket. If you have not for? worn that happy and holy 
estate, we \ull 8<*t out to morrow iiioriiit»|^ hv i]n\ break fnr Me- 
rida: you will pee the lady in cp/hsti(Ui, and if ?ln‘ hit? your 
fa%ey, the Imsiuess may soon be Bottled. Gaspard, prick injj up 
liis ears at a handHiane fortune, and nlreaily linjj^cnn^ tiie on^-h 
by anticipation, answered uiihoaitHtiiu^ly tliat lie wah ready to 
undertake liie journey ; and accordin;ily tin y ih parteil the l‘ol- 
lowing day at suu-rise, without attcndintB, mounted on goud 
mules. 


Having reaphed the moimtains of FcBira, in a delightful sjx* 


llie ViAVJ ... ..p I 

for tli(> opi^{i6iiB bindi^ Wil' tBrror-ktitring to'lbi' (iihkI 
Kouls of mteUeni, BallWtr ^iboonted, «nd dcsirod in:) non lo 
do hkevr^ The yooni nwa obeyed, but oxpreaiwd hk*<'ii i>ri"<’ 
at 8 ikK i^lliBoaiailion, W to lonelr a p]a(^^ I vrill tell you llio 
mison liiuimed the old oum, darling at Urn B look <>f 

mingled jp^ luid aAgeir: We are not going to Meiida; and tlie 
alleged dj!||rlBhip vbb <Hily aa invention of mine, for the ])iir)io8e 
of drnwU^yOtt hither. 1 am not ignorant, nngratofiil nud uti> 
natural I am not uninformed of your meditated erime. I 
am awarothat a potMur, prepared by your hand*, #aB to Imve 
been adi|i|)Bktered to me ; but, maJ as y^ ate, it enter 

into V on r contemplation that my life could have bero invaded 


been adidlftktered to me ; but, maJ » y^ ate, it enter 

into yoi If contemplation that my life could have bero invaded 
with' iiiipuniV by such meana P How intidly jmi»t*^ ! Vour 
erime would BOpU have been detected, end g*U woul^ liave pe- 
rished under the hands of the exiwttainer. There » • kfer way 
of gluttkif Totir fell malice, wilboui exp^phj|;^|g^^lf to an 
ignomintWl death ; we are here without wiii>i|ii|^^» • plaee 
w here d^lv atttrder* are jicrpetrated j aimj^ TOjk^lc|i tliiraly 
after mv^od^ plunge your dagger ‘‘"I'"'!’ 

simition auMkaturalW be laid at .*(^^,batiditti. 

After tlf^ kords, IWtiiasar, UyilipwJpiw biWIi'l P'""*; 
iiig to l& hktrt. ended with this dWij;0t 
strike deekenbufih. •tnke homej mal^ me pay Uldt'j^feit ior 
liavitig «>hgei^erBd Buch a disgrace tohTOU JkMHlbibM no more 
tbanwlutkk-aaetoBonioiwtroutiaprodnetWtt. * 

youn,t#e|aKllW*. struck by thia 
boll, far ftMjkatte in bis 

loss at hM^BfeS: The jM t^li teBiI,lmrf^ m gerni of 
repentance in thitunfcfigned testimony of shame, cmild not help 
Yielding to paternal weakness ; hetnade all possible luut to U> give 
ilia asaistance ; but Gaspard had no sfx>ner reeov«!n‘d ihes use of 
ilia Bcnaea, than unable to stand in the presence of a father ho 
justly #effded. he made an effort to raise himself from the 
ground, then aprang upon hia mule, and galloped out of aiglit 
w'ltliout saying one word. Balthasar suffered him to take hm 
own course, and returneti to Cordova, littlfe doubting but 
science would play its part in revenging his wrongs. vSix months 
afterwards it appeared that the culprit hod thrown himsclij^into 


banditti, 
id point- 
^aspanl, 
rfeit for 


If * thunder- 
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the Carthusian convent at Seville, there to pass the remnant O 4 
his days in penance. 

Cir. XTL— 0/ ScipiGis story. 

Bad example sometimes produces the converse of itself, fhe ^ 
behaviour of young Velasquez made me think seriously on my 
own predicament. I began to wrestle with my thievish pro- 
pensities, and to live like one of the better sort. A confirmed 
habit of pouncing upon money wherever I could get it, liad been 
contracted by such a long succession of individual acts, that it 
was no easy matter to say where it should stop. And yet I was 
in hopes to accomplish my own reformation, under the idea that 
to become virtuous, a man had nothing to do but to contract the 
desire of being so. I therefore undertook this great work, and 
heaven seemed to smile upon my efforts : I left off eyeing the 
old draper’s strong box ^ith the carnal regard of avancioug 
longing : nay, I verily believe, that if it had depended on my 
own will and pleasure to have turned over the contents to my 
own use, I should have abstained from the crime of picking and 
stealing. It must, however, be admitted, that it w'oiild have 
been an unadvisable measure to tempt my new-born integrity 
with meats too strong for its stomach ; and Velasquez was nurso 
enough to keep me on a proper diet. • 

Don Manriquez de Medrano, a young gentleman, knight of 
Alcantara, was in the habit of coming backwards and forwards 
to our house. He was a customer, one of our principal in point 
of rank, if not punctual in point of pay. I had the happiness 
to find favour witn this knight, who never met me without that 
sort of notice which encouraged conversation, aud with that con- 
versation he appeared always to be very much pleased. Scipio, 
said bo, one day, if Lhad a footman of your kidney, it would be 
as good as a fortune fo me, and if you wore not in the service of 
a man w'ho sAnds so high in my regards, I should make no scruple 
about enticing you away. Sir, answered I, you would have very 
little trouble in succeeding ; for I am distractedly partial to peo- 
ple of fashioj j it is my weak side ; their free and easy manners 
fascinate me to the extreme of folly. That being the case, re- 
plied Don Manriquez, I will at once beg Bignor Balthasar to 
turn you over from his houscliold to mine: he will scarcely 
refuse me sueh a request. 4<^^i’dingly Velasquez was kind and 
complying, with so much the less violence to his own private 
feelings, as there seemed no^reason to think, that if a man parted 
with one knavish servant, he might not easily get another in his 
place. To me the change was all for the better, since if trades* 
man's service appeared but a beggarly condition, in comparison 
with the office or own man to a knight of Alcantara. 

To draw a faithful likeness of my new master, I most describe 
him U a gentleman possessing every requisite of person, figure^ 
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mannm, and disposition. Xor was that all ; for his conra^o 
and honour were equal to his oilier qualities : tlie of fortuno 
were the only good things ha wanted? but being the vounger sou 
\o( aafamily more distinguished by descent than opulence, he was 
^obliged to draw for his expenses on an old aunt living at Toledo, 
whe loved him as her own child, and lulministered to his occa- 
sions with aireetioiiato liberality. lie wius always well dressed, 
and everywhere well received. lie visilod (he'prineinal ladies 
in the city, and among others the Mardiionoss of Alnienara. 
She was a wid^ijfi’ of seventy-two. Imt the eetUre of attra{ftion to 
all the fashionable society of Cordova, by the elegiinee of her 
manners and the sprighthiiess of her conversation ; mt»n as well 
as women laid tlieinselves out for an introduction, because her 
parties conferred at oiieo on the frequenters the patent of good 
(•onipany. 

My master was one of that lady's most assiduoiA courtiers. 
After leaving her one evening, liis spirits seemed to be more 
’ elevated tlwn was natural to him. Sir, said I. you are evidently 
in a good deal of agitation; may your faithful S(*rvaiit ask on 
what account? Has anytliing happened out of the common 
way P The young gallant smiled ul so home a (piestion, and 
owned candidly that he lunl just been engaged in a serious con- 
versation with the .Marchioness of Alinennra. I will lay a wag<»r, 
8ai(f I, laugliing outriglit, that ihi.s raopnet of threescore and ten, 
this girl in her second ehildln>od, has tieen unfolding to VO'* 
tiic secret movements of a tender, suseeptihh* Inwirt. I)o^not 
make a jest (*f it, answenul he; for the fact is, my friend, that 

I the Marehioiiess is seriously in love with me. She told me that 
the narrowne.ss of my eireumstaiiees was as well known to her a« 
the nobility of my hirtli ; tiiat she had taken a liking to me, and 
was determined to place me at my case hytnarriage, since she 
could not decently lay lier fortune at iny f(*et onfany other 
terms. That this marriage >vould expose her to public ridicule, 
she professed to have considered ; that scandal w'ould ho busy^it 
her expanse ; in short, that she should pass for an rJd fool w ith 
an ambitious eye and a liquorish constitution. Xo fbatter for 
that ! She was not tw be awed from the carcaT of her humour 
by quips and sentences : her only alarm was, lest I should either 
make sport of her inientioos, or torment her more grj^jvously by 
my aversion. • 

Such, continued the knight, was the sulwtance of the Mar- 
chioness’s declaration, and I am the more astonished at it, be- 
cause she^is tte most pnident and sensible woman in Cordova ; 
wherefore I answered by expressing ray surprise, at her honour- 
ing me with the offer of her hand, since she had hitherfx) per- 
sisted in her resolution of remaining in a state of widowhood. 
To this she replied, that having a considerable fortune, it wquid 
give her pleasure to share it in her life-time w ith a itian of bon^ir 
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to whom she was attached. To all appearance theUi rejoined I, 
you have made up your rmnd to take a lover’s leap. Can you 
doubt about that r answered he. The Marchioness is immensely^ 
rich, with excellent qualities both of head and heart. It \ft>ul(i 
be the extreme of folly and fastidiousness to let so advantageous 
a settlement slip through my fingers. 

I entirely approved my waster’s purpose of profiting by so 
fine an opportunity to make his fortune, and even advised him to 
bring the matter to a short issue, for fear of a change in the 
wind. Happily the lady had the business more at heart than 
myself; her orders were ghen so eflectiially, that the necessary 
forms and ceremonies were soon got over. When it became 
known in Cordova tliat tlie old Marcl lioness of Almenara was 
getting herself ready to be the bride of young Don Manriquez 
de Medrang, the wits b(‘gan breaking their odd quirks and rem- 
nants in derision of the widow ; but thoingh she heard her own 
detractions, she did not put them to mending ; the town might 
talk as they pleased j for when she said she would dfe a widow, 
she did not think to live till she were married. The wedding 
w'as solemnized with a publicity and splendour which furnished 
fresli food for evil tongues. The bride, said they, might at least 
have had the modesty to dispense with noise and ostentation, s^ 
unbecoming in an old widow* who marries a young husband. ^ 

The marchioness, far enough from yielding to the suggestion* 
of shame at her own inconsistency, or the disparity of their ages, 
yielded herself up witliout constraint to the expression of the 
most lively joy. ohe gave a grand concert and supper, with a 
ball afterwards, and invited all the principal families in Cordova. 
Just before the close of the ball, the new-married couple disap* ^ 
pearod, and were shewn to an apartment, where, with no other 
witnesses but her oVn maid and myself, she spoke to my master 
in these tefins -Don Manriquez, this is you^ apartment ; mine 
is in another part of the house : we will pass the night in sepa- 
rato rooms, and will live together by day like mother and son. 

At first the knight did not know w hat to make of this ; he thought 
that the laSy was only trying his temper, us if her coldness must 
be wooed to kindness, and her love, li]i% her pardon, not un- 
sought, be w on. Imagininf^, therefore, that go^ manners re- 
quired, at least, the shew qf .passion, he made liis advances, and 
offered, according to the laws of amorous suit enacted in such 
eases) to assist in the disencumbering duties of her toilet ; but, 
so far from allowing him to interfere with the piovince of her 
servant, she pushed him back with a serious air, sayiilg : Hold, 
Don Manriquez ; if you take me for one of those sweet-toothed 
old Vomen who marry a second time from mere incontinence, ^ 
you do me a manifest injustice : my proposals were not fraught 
witl^ conditions of hard service as the tenure of our nuptial con* 
trai t ; the gift of my heart was unmixed with sensual dross, and 
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your ^pratitttde if only drawn upon for returns of puro and plato* 
nic friendship. After this explaiu^iou. she left my master and 
I me in our apartment, and withdrew to her own w ith her attend* 
aril, forbidding the bridegroom, in the most positive manner, to 
attempt retiring with her. 

After her departure, it was some time beforc^ we reeovered 
from our surprise at what we had just heard. Seipio. said my 
master, could you ever have believed iliat the marelnoness would 
have talked in such a strain F What think you of so philosophie a 
bride P I think, sir, answered I, that she is a phenix among the 
brood of hymen. It is f«>r all the world like a g(>od living w'ith* 
out parochial duties. For my ])art. replied l)i>n Manricines, 
there is iiothing so much to iny taste ns a wife of modest preten- 
sions ; and 1 rin*an to make Jut amends for the trophy site has 
raised to unadiilfcrated eslemn, hy all the delieate attentions iu 
my power to pay. We kept up tlie subject of the lady's motie- 
]^tiou till it was full time to sejmrate. My quarters were fixed 
in an anti-room with a bo(»k ease bedstead ; my masU'r’s in an 
elegant bed-ehain her with every ajipurteiuinee except one: but 
how'ever necessary it might be to play tlie disappointed bride- 
groom, I arn niueli mistaken if in the bottom of bis soul ho was 
half so much afraid of sleeping by himself os of being encumbered 
with a bed-fellow. 

The rejoicings began again on the following day, and the bndo 
was so jocund on the occasion, that the bolts of the fools among 
her visitors v/ero not 8<xui shot. She was the first t<» laugh at 
all their pointless jokes ; nay, she even set the little wits to w'ork, 
by giving them an example of pleasantry, which they were very 
little able to follow'. The happy man, on his part, seemed to l>e 
very little less happy than his partner; antf one would have 
sw’orn, judging by the glance of salisfaction^whieli aceompanied 
his language and deportment, that he liked mutton •better than 
lamb. This w'ell-rnatcln?d pair ba<l a seeond conversation in the 
evening ; and tlicn it was decided that without interfering in ihe 
least with one another, they should live together lust on tlio 
same footing as they had lived before marriage. At all events, 
much credit must be ^iven to Hon Manriuuca on one accotint i 
he did, from delicate consideration tow ards his wife, what few 
husbands would have done under bij circumstancesi for he dis- 
carded a little sempstress of whom nc was very fond, an^ who 
was very fond of him, because he did •not choose to keep up a 
connection insulting to the feelings of a lady so studious of hia. 

While lie was furnishing such unusual testimonies of gratitude 
to his elderly benefactress, she over paid and doubly paid her 
debt of obligation, even without diving into iU nature or extent. 
She gave him the master key of her strong box, which was better 
provided than that of Velasquez. Thouj^ she had reducedFher 
establishment during widowhood, it was now replaced upon the 
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same footing as in the lifetime of her first husband ; the comple* 
ment of household servants was enlarged, tlie stud and equipages 
were in the very first style* in a word, hy her generosity and 
kindness, the most beggarly knight belonging to the oraeia of 
Alcantara became the most monied member of the fraternity 
You may perhaps be dispost^d to ask me, how much I was m 
pocket by all that ; and my answer is, fifty pistoles from my mis- 
tress, and a hundred from my master, wdio, moreover, appointed 
me his secretary, with a salary of four hundred crowns ; nay, 
his confidence was so unbounded, that I was fixed on to fill the 
office of treasurer. 

Treasurer ! cried I, interrupting Scipio at the very idea, and 
bursting into an immoderate fit of laughter. Y es, air, replied 
ho, with a cool, unflinching seriousness ; you arc perfectly right, 
treasurer was the w'ord; and I may venture to say that the 
duties of th^' office were executed without tlio lightest occasion 
* for a committee of inquiry. True it is that the balance may be 
somewhat against me, for I was always in the habit of overdraw- 
ing my wages ; and as the firm was dissolved somewhat sud- 
denly, it is by no means impossible that the balance of my cash 
account might be on the wrong side : but, at all events, it was 
ray last slip ; and since that time my ways have been ways of 
uprightness and honesty. • 

Tnus was I, continued this son of a gipsy, secretary and 
treasurer to Don Manriquez, who, to all appearance, was as 
happy in mo as I in him, when he received a letter from Toledo, 
announcing that his aunt, Donna Theodora Moscoso, was on her 
last legs. Ho w'as so much aflected by the news, ns to set out 
instantly and pay his duty to that lady, who had been more than 
a mother to him for several years. I attended him on the jour- 
ney with only two under-servants ; we wore all mounted on the 
best horscsw m the stable, and reached Toledo without loss of 
time, where we found Donna Theodora in a state to warrant our 
hopes that she would not, at present, weigh anchor on her out- 
ward bound voyape ; and, in fact, our judgment on her case, 
though poiKt blank in contradiction to that of an old physician 
who attended her, proved by the event Iht t we knew at least as 
much of the matter as he did. 

While tlyp health of our venerable relative was improving from 
day to day, less, perhai>8,' from the eflect of the prescriptions 
than in consequence of hex dear nephew’s presence, your worthy 
friend the treasurer passed his time in the pleas^test manner 
* possible, with some young people whose acquainfanco was ad- 
mirably calculated to ventilate me confined cash in his pocket. 
Sometimes they enticed me to the tennis-court, and took me in 
for a game : on those occasions, not being quite so steady a plaw 
as iriy master Don Abel, I lost much oflener t^ 1 won. '!By 
degrees play became a passion with me : and if the taste had 
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been enffercd to f?ain complete posBORsioii. it would doubtlew 
Lave laid me under the neceBnity of drawing; hills of at^eommoda- 
tioii on tlie family bank ; but happily love stepped in, and Bnved 
tlu% credit both of the bank and of my principles. One day, 
posflini^ alony: near the church of the Epiphany, I espied through 
a lattice witli the drapery drawn up, a young girl who might well 
be called a thing divin<\ fur nothing natural wiia ever aeoa so 
lovely. I would lay on my oompliment still tliieker, if word* 
were not wanting to express the eflect of her tirst appearance 
upon my mimh J set my wits to work, and by dint o( diligent 
cnejuiry, learm‘d that her name was llcntricc, and that she was 
waiting-maid to Donna Julia, younger daughter of the Count do 
Polan. 

Boatrieo broke in upm the thread of Seinio’s story by laugh- 
ing immoderately: tlien, directing herspeeen to my wife. Charm- 
ing Antonia. 8ni<l she, do but just look at me, 1 beseteli yon, and 
then say truly, whether I <M)uld he likened to a thing divine* » 
Toil miglfct at that lime, to my enamoured sight, said Seipio; and, 
since your conjugal faith is no longer umier a cloud, iny visual 
appetite increases by what it feeds on. It was a pretty compli- 
ment ! and my sceretary, having tired it oil’, pursuetl his narra- 
tive as follows. 

• This infelligeneo kindled the flame of passion within me ; but 
not, it must be confessed, a flame which could be acknowledged 
without a l)lush. I took it for granted that my triumph over 
her scruples would bo easy, if my biddings witc high enough to 
command the ordinary market of female ehostity; Imt Beatrice 
was a pearl l»cyond j)rie(*. In vain did I solicit her, through the 
channel of some intriguing gossips, with the oiler of my purse 
and of my moat tender attentions ; she rejected all my pro[>osaIs 
with disclain. I had recourse to the lovc%s last remedy, and 
oflfered her my hand, wliieli she deigned to luvept outlie strength 
of my being seeretary and treasurer to Don Mniirique/*. As it 
seemed expedient to keep our marriage secret for some time, the 
ceremony was performed privately, in i»resenee of Darne l^orebza 
Sephora, Serapliina's governess, and before 8« me o^iiers of the 
Count de Polan s hoi^idiold. After our happy union, IJeatricc 
contrived the means of our meeting by day, and passing some 
part of every night together in the garden, whither I repaired 
through a little gate of which she me a key. iVever were 
man and wife better pleased with eacji other tlian Bi^atrisc and 
myself : with eqiuil impatience did we w'abdi for the hour of our 
appointiienr; with congenial emotions of eager sensibility did 
we hasten to the spot, and the moments which we passed to- 
gether, though countless from their number in the calendar of 
cold indifference, to us were few and fleeting, in comparison with 
that eternity of mutual bliss for wliich we panted* . 

One night, a night which should be expunged from th4tiunuif> 
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nac, a night of darkness and despair, contrasted with the bright* 
ness of all our former nights, I was surprised on approaching the 
garden, to find the little gatS open. Tnis unusual circumstance . 
alarmed me ; for it seemed to augur something inauspiciouap to ^ 
my happiness : I turned pale and trembled, as if witn a fore- 
knowledge of what was going to happen. Advancing in the dark 
towards a bower, where our private meetings had usually taken 
place, I heard a man's voice. I stopped on the instant to listen, 
when the following words struck like the sound of death upon 
my ear ; Do not keep me languishing in suspense, my dear Be- 
atrice; make my happiness complete, and consider that your 
own fortunes are closely connected with mine. Instead of having 
patience to hear further, it seemed as if more had been said than 
mood could expiate ; that devil, jealousy, took possession of my 
soul ; I drew my sword, and breathing only vengeance, rushed 
into the bow\}r. Ah ! base seducer, cried I, whoever you are, you 
^hall tear this heart from out my breast, rather than touch mv 
honour on its tenderest point. With these words on m lips, I 
Attacked the gentleman who was talking with Beatrice. He stood 
upon his guard without more ado, like a man much better 
acquainted with the science of arms than myself, who had only 
received a few lessons from a fencing-master at Cordov.a. And 
yet, strong as his sword-arm was, I made a thrust which he^ 
could not parry, or what is more likely, his foot slipped : I saw 
him fall ; and fancying that 1 had wounded him mortally, ran 
away as hard os my legs would carry me, without deigning to 
answer Beatrice, who would have called me back. 

Yes, indeed ! said Scipio’s wife, resolved to have her share in 
the development of the story ; I called out for the purpose of 
undeceiving him. The gentleman conversing with me in the ar- 
bour was Don Ferdinand de Leyva. This nobleman, who was 
in love with my mistress Julia, had laid a plan for running away 
with her, from despair of being able to obtain her hand oy any 
other means ; and 1 had myself made this assignation with him 
in fhe garden, to concert measures for the elopement, and with 
his fortune he assured me that my own was closely linked ; but 
it was in vain that I screamed after my husband; he darted from 
me as if my very touch were contamination. 

In such a^tate of mind, resumed Scipio, I was capable of any 
thing. Those who know by experience what jealousy is, into 
what extravagance it drives the oest regulated spirits, ^dll be at 
no loss to conceive the disorder it must have produced in my 
^ weak brain. 1 passed in a moment from one extreme to another : 
emotions of hatred succeeded instantaneously to all my former 
sentiments of affection for my wife. I took an oath never to see 
her more, and to banish her for ever from my memory* Besides, 
the supposed death of a man lay upon my oouscience ; and under 
I was afraid of falling into the hands of justice ; so 
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that every torment which could be accumulated on the head of 
guilt anJ misery by the fury of deauair and the demon of ns 
morse, was the remediless companioif of ray wretohetl flight. In 
^,v(thi%dreadful situation, thinking only of ray escape, 1 returned 
liomo no more, but immediately q^nitted I'oledo, with no other 
provision for my journey biU the dothes on ray back. It is true, 

I had about sixty pistoles in my jHJcket ; a tolerable supply A)r 
a young man, whoso viea^s in life pointed no higher than a good 
service. 

I walked forjrard all night, or mther ran, for the plmntom of 
an alguazil always dogging me at the heelK nmde me perform 
wonders of ^'destrian activity. The dtkw n ov('rl<K)k me between 
Bodillas and Maqueda. When I was at tlic latter town, liriding 
myself a little weary, I went into the church which was just 
opened, and having put up a short prayer, sat down on a btuirh 
to rest. I began musing on the slate of my aflfiiirs,* which were 
suiliciently out at elbows to re<piire nil my skill in patch-work, 
but the time for relloctioii as well as for repentance were cut 
short. The church echoed on a sudden with three or four smacks 
of a whra, which made me coneludo that some carrier w^aa on the 
road, r immediately got up to go and see whether I was right 
or wrong. At the door, 1 found a man, mounted on a mule, 
Heading twro others by the halter. Stop, my friend, said I, whi- 
ther are those two mules going f To Ala<lrid, answered he, I 
came hither with two good Dominicans, and am now setting out 
on my return. 

Such au opportunity of going to Madrid gave me an itching 
desire for the expedition : I made rny bargain with the muletc 4 .*r, 
jumped upon one of his mules, and away we scampered towards 
illescas, where we were to put up for the night. Scarcely were 
wo out of Maqueda, iK'fore the muleteer, aanan from fivc-and- 
thirty to forty, began chanting tin* church service MPth a most 
collegiate twang. This trial of his lungs lK*gan with matins, in 
the drowsy tone of a canon between asleep and awake ; then he 
roared out the Belief, alternately in contralto, tenor, and bas8,*in 
all the harmonious confusion of high mass ; and not content with 
that, he rang the betl for vespers, w ithout scaring me a single 
petition or so much as a bar of the magnijtcat Though the 
scoundrel almost cracked the drum of my ear, I co|)ld not help 
laughing heartily ; and even egged *hhn on to make the welkin 
reverberate with his hallelujahs, when the anthem was suspfnded 
a few rests, the necessary purpose of supplying wind to the 
organ. Goui^e, my friend ! said 1 ; go on and prosper. If * 
beaven has given yon a good capacious throat, you are neither a 
niggard nor a perverter of its precious boon. ^ Oh I certainly not 
for the matter of that, cried he ; happily for my immortal sotil, 1 
am not like carriers in general, who smg nothing but profme 
•ongs about love or drinking ; I do not even defile my lipi' ivUii 
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ballads on our wars against the Moors ; such subjects are at least 
light and unedifjing, if not licentious and impure. You hare, 
replied I, an erangelical p^ity of heart which belongs only to 
the elect among muleteers. With this excessive squeamial^iiess^ 
of yours about the choice of your music, have you also taken a 
vow of continence, wherever there is a young bar-maid to be 
picked up at an inn? Assuredly, rejoined he, chastity is also a 
virtue by which it is my pride to ward off the temptations of the 
road, where my only business is to look after my mules. I was 
in no small degree astonished at such pious sentiments from this 
prodigy of psalm-singing mule-drivers ; so that looking upon him 
' as a man above the vanities and corruptions of this nether world, 

I fell into chat with him after he had gone the length of his 
tether in singing. 

We got to Iliescas late in the day. On entering the inn-yard, 

I left the ctro of the mules to my companion, and went into the 
kitchen, whore I ordered the landlord to get us a good supper, 
wdiicli he promised to perform so much to my satisfaction, as to 
make me renumibcr all the days of my life what usage travellers 
meet with at his house. As, added he, now only ask your car- 
rier what sort of a man I am. By all the ])Owers of seasoning! 

I would defy the best cook in Madrid or Toledo to make an olio 
at all to be compared to mine. I shall treat you this evening* 
M’ith some stowed rabbit after a receipt of my own ; you will then 
see wlicthor it is any boast to say tliat I know how to send up a 
supper. Thereupon, shewing me a stewpan with a young rabbit, 
as ho said, cut up into pieces : There, continued he, is what I 
mean to favour you with. When 1 shall have thrown in a little 
pepper, some salt, wine, a handful of sweet herbs, and a few , 
other ingredients which I keep for my own sauces, you may de- 
pend on sitting do\\ji to such a disli os would not disgrace the 
table of a (Jmncellor or au archbishop. 

The lancllord, haring thus done justice to his own merits, be- 
gan to work upon the materials he had prepared. While he was 
labouring in his vocation, I went into a room, where lying down 
on a sort of couch, I fell fast asleep through fatigue, having taken 
no rest the night before. In the space of^ about two hours, the 
muleteer come and awakened me, with the information that 
supper was ready, and a pressing request to take my place at 
table. Th% elo& was kd^'for two, and we sat down to the 
hashed rabbit I played jny knife and fork mostsnanfally, find- 
ing the flavour delicious, whether from the force of hunger in 
communicating a candid mode of inteipretatioo to^my ^palate, or 
from the natural effect of the ingreaients compounded by the 
cook. A joint of roast mutton was next served up. It was re- 
markable that the Carrier only paid his respects to this last art!- 
de^ and I asked him why he had not tiken his share of the 
other. He answered with a suppressed smile, that he was net 
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■^d of made d^hoa. Thi« reaMon« or rather the turn of couote- 
y&nce with which it was alleged, seemed to imply more than wis 
jf expressed. You hare not told me, #aid I, tlie real meaning of 
your not eating the fricassee ; do have the gotnlness to explain it 
at once. Since you are so curious to made aenuaintod aith 
it, replied he, I must own that 1 have an insuperable aversion to 
cramming my stomach with meats in masquernde, since one 
evening at an inii on the road between Toledo and Cuenca, they 
served me up, instead of a wild rabbit, a hash of tame cat; 
enough, of all conscien^, ever after to set my intestines in battle 
•arn^ against »ll*miDoes, steira, and ^ 

Ifo sooner had the muleteer let mo into Uus in 

spite of the hunger which raged within me, mj anpetiM;Mme 
completely in the lurch. I conceived, in all toe ooirors ex- 
treme loathing, that I had been eating a oat dresiod up ii the 
! double of a rabbit ; and the fricassee Ibd no longer power 
over my senses, except by producing a strong inminatioa to 
ret«h. My companion did not lessen rny tendency that wiyt by 
adling me that the innkeepers in Spain, aa well aa Urn paltry* 
cooks, were very much in the habit of making tliat aubititution* 
The drift of the conversation was, as you may perceive, very 
much in the nature of a lenitive to my stomach ; so much so, 
^at I had no mind to meddle any more with tlie dish of unde* 
nnSbles, nor even to make an attack upon the roast meat, for 
fear the mutton should have performed its duty by deputy 
as well as the rabbit. I jum^d up from table, cursing the 
cookery, the i*ook, and the whole estalilislunent ; then, tlirowing 
myseli down upon the sofa, 1 jiassed the night with less nausea 
fthan might reasonably have been ex|)Ocied. The day following 
.with the dawn, after having paid the reckoning with as princely 
an air as if we had been treated like princes, away went I from 
Iliescas, bearing my faculties so strongly !inpregnat4wi with 
fricassee, that 1 tooK cvei^ animal which crossM tb<f road, of 
whatever species or dimensions, for a cat 
We got to Madrid betimes, where I had no sooner settled 
with my carrier, than 1 hired a ready-fumis^ It^tng near the 
Sun-gate. My eyes, though accustomed to the great world, 
were nevertheless daxzlAl by the concourse of nobility which was 
ordinarily seen in the (quarter of the court. I admired the pro* 
digious number of carnages, and the sopnticss list of gentlemen, 
pages, gentlemen*s gentlemen, and plain, downright footmett in 
tte traiii of the grandees. My admiratto exceeded all k^ds, 

E [)ing to tbedcjng*8 levee, and beholding the monarch in the 
t or hit court. The effect of the scene was enchanting, and 
d to myself, It is no wonder they should say that one must 
fee the court of Madrid, to form an adeouate idea of its magni* 
I flcence : I am delighted to have directed my course hither, a^ 
feel a sort of prescieuee within me that 1 shall not come twfy 

X X 
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without taliing fortune by fiurprwe. I caugbt nothing nipping, 
however, but my own pnidence, in making some thriftless, ex- 
pensive acquaintance. My money oozed away in the rapid thav^ 
of my propriety and better Judgment, so that it became a jnea- 
sure 01 expedient degradation to throw away my transcendeni 
merit on a pedagogue of Salamanca, whom some family lawsuit 
or other concern had brouglit to Madrid, where he was bom, and 
where chance, more whimsical than wise, thrust me within the 
horizon of his knowledge. 1 became his right hand, his prime, 
principal agent ; and dogged him at the^heels to the universiw 
when he returned thither. * 

My new employer went by the name of Don Ignacio de Ipi w ^ - 


Ho furnished himself w ith the handle of don, inasmuch 
had been tutor to a nobleman of the first rank, who had recom^ 
pensed his early 8ervi(?e8 with an annuity for life ; he likewise | 
derived a |nug little salary from his professorship in the univer* J 
sity ; and m addition to all this, laid the public under a yearby 
contribution of two or three hundred pistoles for books of iiiy^n- 
structive morality, which he protruded from the press'periodiOTlJy 
bjy^ weight and measure. The manner in w’hidi he workeJ up 
tno shreds and patches of his composition deserves a notice sfcme- 
what more than cursory. The heavy hours of the forenoon Iwere 
spent in muzzing over Hebrew, Greek, and Latin authors I ai^ 
in writing down upon little squares of card every pithy senjteneo 
or striking tliouglit which occurred in the morning’s reading. 
According to the progress of this literary Para, in winninrftricks 
from the ancients, he employed me to score up his honJurs in 
the form of an Apollo’s wTcath : those metaphysical mrlands 
were strung upon w ire, and each garland made a pocket lolume. 
What an execrable hash of wholesome viands did we (Ak up ! V 
The commandments set at loggerheads with ai'^iitter cldusion 
of tables ; Epicurean conclusions grafted on j^Bical pjimisek ! 
Tully qu8ting Epictetus, and Seneca supportii^^ his ajiilheses 
on the authority of monkish rhyme 1 Scarcely l^'VonAlapaed 
without our putting forth at least two volumes, s^^hatfle p'-ess 
was kep^ continually groaning under the weight; I A trans- 
gressions. What seemed most extraordinary of all, wfct these 
literary larcenies were palmed upon the purchasr'^W r spick 
and span new wares, and if, by any strange and improK-NC chimee, 
a tliick It^aded critic should stumble with his nodl^la smack 
against some palpable plagiarism, the author would p|A( guilty 
to the indictment, anaVnake a merit of serving up |it ^nd- 
hand • 

What Gellius or Stohieas basVd before, ^ 

Though chewed hv blind old scholiasta o'er and o’er. 

He was also a great commentator ; and filled his notes chuck 
fiBl of 80 much erudition, aa to multiply whole pagea of diseua- 



SClPlo's STOEV. 581 

tion nj^n wliat homely eommon-aense would have couaiEned to 
^ the brief alternative of a query : 

• 

Diipotw of Me or Te, or Aut at At, 

^ To ioiiikI or sink in cano 0 or A, 

Or give tip Cicero to C or K. 

" As almost every author, ethical and didactic, from nesicxi 
down to himself, took kii turn to dangle on some one or other of 
our manuscript garlands, it w as impossible for me not to su(*k in 
somewhat of sage nurture from so copious a stream of philoso- 
nhy : it would be rank ingratitude to shift off my obligation. 
My band-writing also became strictly and decidedly legible, by 
dint of continual transcription ; mv estate was more tliat of a 
pupil than of a servant, and my morals were not neglected, 
while my mind was polislicd, and iny faculties raist^l jbove their 
former level. Scipio, he used to say. when he elnineed to heat 
ofjuiy serving lad with more cunning limn honesty in his deal- 
ings, be wart?, my go<)d boy, liow you Uke after the evil example 
of that graceless villain. “ The honour of a servant is his lidelity ; 
his highest virtues ure submission and obedience. J)e studious 
of thy master s interests, bo diligent in bis ailairs, and faithful U> 
tho trust which he reposeth in thee. Thy time and thy labour 
Delong unto liim. Defraud him not thereof, for he payetli thee 
for them." To sum up all, Don Ignacio lost no opportunity of 
leading me on in the path of virtue, and his prudent couhscIh 
sank 80 deep into my heart, as to keep under anything like even 
the slightest w isli of playing him a rogue s trick during the fif- 
teen months which 1 spemt in his service. 

I have already mentioned that Doctor do Ipigna wa« a native 
of Madrid. Ue had a relation there, by name Catalina, waiting- 
maid to the lady who olBciated as nurse to Ihc hcir-npj>arent. 
This abigail, the same through whose intervention I ^t Signor 
de Santillane released from the tower of Segovia, intent on ren- 
dering a service to Don Ignacio, prevailed with her mistress t# 
petition tho Duke of Ijcrma for some preferment. Tlq* niinisUT 
named him for the archdeaconry of (ireufta, whii'h, as a con- 
quered country, is in tJfc king’s gift. We repaired immediately 
to Madrid on receiving tlie jntelJigen(?e, as the doctor w ished to 
thank his patronesses before he took q)QSsession of hii benefice. 
I had more than one opiK)rtuoity of seeing Catalina, and Qon- 
versinE with her. The cheerful turn of toy tempter and a certain 
easy air of good company were altogether to her taste ; for my 
part, I found her so much to my liKing, that I could not help 
saying yes to the little advancos of partiality wliich she made in 
■ my favour; in short, wc got to feel veiy kindly towards each 
other. You must not write a comro^itwith your nails, my dw 
Bffltri cei on Uiis episode in the romance of my amours, becatoo 
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I was firmly persuaded of your inconstancy, and you will allow 
that heresy, though impious, being also blind, my penance may 
reasonably be remitted on^incere conversion. 

In the meantime Doctor Ignacio was making ready to sejj out 
for Grenada. His relation and myself, out of our wits at the im- 
pending separation, had recourse to an expedient which rescued 
us from its horrors ; I shammed illness, complained of my head, 
complained of my chest, and made a characteristic wry face for 
every pain and ache in the catalogue of human infirmities. My 
master called in physician, who told me with a grave faee, after 
putting his questions in the usual course, that my complaint was 
of a much more serious nature than it might appear to unprofes- 
sional observation, and that, according to all present likelihood, 

I should keep my chamber a long time. The doctor, .impatient 
to take possession of his preferment, did not think it quite so 
well to d|lay his departure, but chose? rather to hire another « 
boy, he therefore contented himself with handing me over to the 
care of a nurse, with whom ho left a sum of money^to bury mo 
if I should die, or to remunerate me for my services If I should 
recover. 

As soon as I knew Don Ignacio to be safe on the road for 
Grenada, I was cured of all my maladies. I got up, made my 
final bow to the physician wiio had evinced so thorough a know 
ledge of my case, and fairly turned my nurse out of doors, who 
made her retreat good with baggage and ammunition, to the 
amount of more than half the sum for wiiicli she ought to have 
accounted with me. While I was enacting the sick man, Cata- 
lina was playing another part about the person of her mistress, 
Donna Anna de Guevra, into whose conception having by dint 
of many a wordy process inserted the notion, that I was the man* 
of all others ready cut and dry for an intrigue, she induced her 
to choose me for one of her agents. The royal and most catholic 
nurse, whose feniiis for great undertakings was either produced 
or exasperated by the love of great possessions, having occasion 
for suitable ministers, received me among her hangers-on, and 
lost no (^portunity^f ascertaining how* far I was for her pur- 
pose. She confided some commissions my care, which, vanity 
apart, called for no little address, and w hat they called for was 
ready at hand : accordingly, she gave me all possible credit for 
the dilig^t execution of my office, while my discontent swelled 
high against me for fobbing me off with the cold recompense of 
approbation. The* good lady was so abominably avaricious, as 
not to give me a working partner’s share in the profits of my in- 
dustry, nor to allow for the wear and tear of my ^conscience. 
She seemed inclined to consider, that by paying me my wages, 
all the requisitions of Christian charity were made good oetween 
\M. This excess of illiberal economy would soon have parted us, 
it not been for the fascination of Catalina’s gentle virtnesy 



•CTPIO’S STORY. 


538 


; who became more deaperaiely in love with me from day to day, 

/ an<l completed the paroxysm by a formal proposal of marrinj^e. 

Fair and soHly, my ppt*tty friend, fSod 1 : we must look beibre 
f we y^ap into that bolt<»mle»8 jrulf : the lirst point to he aetlled 
ia to aacerlain the death of a youii^r woman, who ohtaim*d the 
rofusiil before you, and made me supremely haj>py, ho* no t»ther 
purponebut to antieipato the purjratory of an internuHliate state 
in the ))resent. All a more sham, a put oil ! answered Catalina ; 
you Hwear you are married only hy way <»f thnnun^^ a genteel 
veil over your aJblionvnee of niy ]ierH.*n atul uiannerH. In vain 
did I call all the powers to witin\ss. that what I sanl was solemnly 
true: my amoere avowal wtia eonsidertd as a iiumv ropy of my 
countenanee; the lady was grievously olfended. and ehaiieedher 
whole behaviour in re^anl to me. There was no downri^^ht 
quarrel; hut our tender intereourse heeame \isihly more ri^ul 
and unaeeoinmodatin;', bo that muliin^^ furllier took pllee betw een 
hut cold formality and conimc»n*[»]aee at tent ions, 
dust at the niek of time. I heard that Su^nor (lil Hlart de San- 
tillane, Hccretary to tlie prime mininter of tlie Spanish monarchy, 
wanted a Bervant; ami the situation was tlie more llailerin;^, as 
it bore the hell r*inon<r all the vaeaneies (d* the court re^isUT 
office. Si^nor de Sanlillane, they h»ld me, was one of the first 
%ien, lii^h in favour with tlie Duke of Leriiin, and eonseqnentiy 
in the direet road to fortune : his heart, t<M», whs east in the 
mould of generosity : by cloin^ liis business, you most asHnre<lly 
(lid your own. Tlie opportunity was too ^oojl to he ne;^deet(*d : 

I w'cnt and (dlered in\self to Su'iiordil lllas, towhoin 1 f(dt 
my heart frrow’ from tile first; for my sentiments were fixed by 
the turn of his physiognomy. Th(‘re eould he no ejuestion about 
li*avin<^ the royal and most catholic nurs(? for him , and it is to 
be hoped, I shall never have anv other iiiahtcr. 

Here ended Scipio’s story, lint he eon1imi(>d spimkin^, and 
addressed himself to me. J^ijinor de Sanlillarn*, do me the fa- 
vour to assure lliesc ladies, that you have always known me fpr 
a faithful and zealous servant. \our testimony will stand me 
in good stead, and vouch for a sincere nTormalion the son of 

Cosclina. • , . . i • i •» i 

Yes, ladies, said I, it is even so. Though Scipio in his child- 
hood was a very sco[)e'grace, he has-bee n born anew’., and is now 
the exact model of a trusty domestfe. Far frc»ra having any 
complaints to make against him, my* debt is infinite. (Jn the 
fatal night whim I w as earned off to the tower of Segovia, he 
saved my eflecls from pillage, and refunded what he might 
have taken to himself with impunity : not conientetl with res- 
cuing my worldly pelf, he came out of pure /riendship and shut 
himself up with me in niy prison, preferring the melancholy sym- 
pathies of adverse fortune to all the chanui of lusty, buoymt 
UbertY- 
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BOOK TPE ELEVENTH. , 

Oh. l»^Contamn^he subject of the greatest joy that Gil Bias ever felty 
followed np^ as our greatest pleasures too generally are^ by the most 
melancholy event of his life. Great changes at courts producing^ among 
other important revolutions^ the return of Santillane, 

I HAVE observed already that Antonia and Beatrice understood 
one another perfectly well ; the latter falling meekly and mo- 
destly into the trammels of an humble attendant on her lady, 
and the former taking very kindly to the rank of a mistress and 
superior. Scipio and myself were husbands too rich in nature’s 
gifts and in the affections of our spouses, not very soon to have 
the satisfaction of becoming fathers : our lasses were as women 
* wish to be who love tlieir lords, almost at the same moment 
Beatrice’s tmic was up first : she was safely delivered of a daugh- 
ter j and in a few days afterwards Antonia completed the general 
loy, by presenting me with a son. I sent ray secretary to Va- 
lencia with the welcome tidings : the governor came to Lirias 
with Seraphina and the Marchioness de Pliego, to be present at 
the baptismal ceremony ; for he made it his pleasure to add this 
testimony of affection to all his former kindnesses. As that 
nobleman stood godfather, and the Marchioness godmother tc^ 
my son, he was named Alphonso ; and the governor’s lady, wish- 
ing to draw the bonds of sponsorship still closer in this friendly 
party, stood for Scipio’s daughter, to whom we gave the name of 
Seraphina. 

The rejoicings at the birth of my son were not confined to the 
mansion-house : the villagers of Lirias celebrated the event by ^ 
festivities, which were meant as a grateful token, to prove how 
much the little neighbourhood partook in ail the satisfactions of 
their landli^rd. ' But alas ! our carousals were of short continu- 
ance ; or, to speak more suitably to the subject, they were turned 
into weeping, wailing, and lamentation, by a catastrophe which 
mf6re than twentv years have not been sumcient to blot from my 
memory, ncr >vill future time, however distant, make me thinK 
of it but with the bitterest retrospect. My son died ; and his 
mother, though perfectly recovered from her confinement, very 
soon followed him : a violent fever carried off my dear wife, after 
we had been married fourteen months. Let the reader conceive, 
if he“ is e(mal to the task, the grief with which I was over- 
whelmed: 1 fell into a stupid insensibility ; and f<^lt my loss so 
severely, as to seem not to feel it at all. X remaineii in. this con- 
dition ror five or six d^s, in an obstinate determination to take 
no nourishment ; and 1 verily believe that, had it not been for * 
Scipio, I should either have starved myselif, or my heart would 
have burst ; but my secretary, well knowing how to accommodate 
himself to the turnings and windings of the human heart, cou 
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ifwod to cheat my *orr<)w« by falling in with their ton© and 
tenor : he was artful enough to nvoiy»ile nu* to the duty of taking 
food, by serving ud soups and ligiiter fare wi^ so disconsolate 
an arrangement of features, that it looked os^ he urged me to 
the revolting ernployinent, not so mucli to preserve iny life, as 
to perpetuate and render immortal my aflliction. 

This aflectionate servant wrote to Pun Alphonso, to let him 
know of the misfortune which had happened to me, and my 
lamentable eoiulition in con.sc<|ueiice. That tender-hearted aiid 
compassionate nobleman, that generous fri«'nd verymKui repain*d 
to Ltrias. I cannot reenl the miunenl when he first presented 
himself to mv view, w ithout even now* being sensildy affected, 
ip' dear Santillane, said be, «*inbriieing me, J am not come lo 
offi*r you impertinent (*ousolation ; but to weep over Antonia 
with you, ns you would have wept witli me over Seniphina, had 
the hand death snatelieii her from me. In gocfl truth, his 
tears bore testimony to Ins sincerity, and his sighs wen* blended 
with mine* in tlie most friendly sunpulhy. Though overwhelmed 
with my aflliclion, 1 felt in the most lividy manner the kindness 
of Don Alplionso. 

The governor had a long eonversafion with Seipio respecting 
^the measures to be taken for overeenning my despair. They 
judged it host to remove me for some (ime from Lirias, where 
every object incessantly brought hack to my mind the image of 
Antonia. On this account the son of Ih>n (Vsar proposed cariy* 
ing me back with him to \’alencia; and my se<*refary seconded 
the plan with so many unanswerable arguments, that I made no 
furtlior opposition. 1 left Seipio and his wife on my estate*, where 
my longer stay could have produced no f>lher effeet but that 
01 aggravating* and enhancing all my sorrows, and t<jok my own 
departure with the governor. On iny arrit^al at Valencia, Don 
Caisar and his daugliter-in-law spared no exertions in divert my 
aorrows from perpetual brooding; they pli«*d mr alternately with 
every sort of amusement, the most proper to turn (he current of 
my tlioughts to passing objects ; but, in spite of all their pain.s, I 
remained plunged in melancholy, whence they werelncorapeUMit 
to draw’ roe out. Kof was it for want of »Seij)io’s kind aitentiona 
that my peace of mind was still so hoj:K*less : he was continually 
going back and fore betwe<*n Lirias^nd Valencia t./) enquire after 
me ; and his journey home w as cheerful or gloomy, in proper^ 
tion as he found more or less disposition in me to listen lo the 
words of conifort, and to reward the affectionate solicitude of my ^ 
fnends. • 

He came one morning into my room. Sir, said he, with a great 
deal of agitation in hia manner, a report is current about- town, 
in which the whole monarchy is deeply interestt‘d : it is said that 
Philip the Third has departed thia lire, and that the princ^, hia 
aoiiy u aetuidly seated on the throne. To this it is added^ that ib# 
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cardinal Duke of Lerma has lost the premiership, that he is eveu 
forbidden to appear at courts and that Don Gaapard de Ghizman, 
Count of Olivare^is actually at the head of the administration. 
I felt a little agitated by this sudden change, without knowtng 
why. Scipio caught at this manifestation, and asked whether 
the veering of the wind in the political horizon might not blow 
me some good. How is that possible P What good can it blow 
me, my worthy friend? answered I. Tlie court and I have 
shaken hands once for all : the revolutions which may take place 
there are all alike indifferent to me. 

For a man at your time of lifts replied that cunning son of a 
diviner, you are uncommonly mortifaed to all the uses of this 
world, tinder your eireuinstanees my curiosity would be all 
alive ; I shoiild go to Madrid and slu'w iny face to the young 
monarch, just to see whether he would recollect it, merely for the 
amusement 8f the thing. 1 understand you, said 1 ; you would 
have me return to court and try ray fortune again, or rather you 
would plunge me back into the gulf of avarice and 'ambition. 
Why should such baleful passions any more take possession of your 
breast P rejoined Scipio. Do not so much play the calumniator 
on your own virtue. I will answer for your firmness to yourself. 
The sound moral reflections which your disgrace has occasioned 
you to make on the vanities of a court life, are a suilicient seeii-^ 
rity against all the dangers to be feared from that quarter. Em- 
t bark boldly once again upon an ocean where you are acquainttnl 
with every shoal and roelc in the dangerous navigation. Hold 
your tongue, you flatterer, said 1 with a smile of no very positive 
discouragement ; are you weary of seeing ii'ie lead a retired and 
tranquil life P I thought ray repose had lx‘en more dear to you. 

Just at this period of our conversation, Don Caesar and his son 
came in. They coirfimied tlie news of the king's death, as well 
as tiio Duke of Lerma^s misfortune. It appeureil, moreover, that 
this minister, having requested permission to retire to Home, had 
not been able to obtain it, but was ordered to confine himself to 
his marquisate at Deiiia. On this, as if they had been in league 
with my sefrelary, they advised me to go to Madrid and oner 
my congratulations to the new king, as bna of Lis former ac- 
quaintances, with the merit of having rendered him even such 
services, as the great are apt to reward more willingly than some 
which are performed with cleaner hands. For my part, said 
Don Alphonso. I have no doubt but they will be liberally ac- 
knowledged : Philip the Fourth is bound in honop.r to pay the 
Prince of Spain's debts. 1 consider the affair just in the same light 
as you do, said Don Cscsar; and Sautillane’s visit to court will 
doubtless prove the occasion of his arriving at the very first 
employments. 

Ih good truth, my noble friends, exclaimed I, you do not con* 
aider what you are tallking about. It should seem, were one to 
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give ear to the wonU of you ImJi. n-^ if I had nothing 

to do but to phew iny fai'O at M.idnd. aihl reoelve llu? key of oi!lec% 
or some fon*i*rn goveraiucut for my pains; but you aro egregi- 
oualy mistaken. 1 am, on the contrary, Tsuadcd tlmt the 
kmg would pass me over as a stranger, wcrp 1 to throw myself in 
hia way. I will make tlie experiment if you Wl^h it. merely for 
tho sake ot undceeiving you. The lords of Leyva took lue at niy 
word, 80 that I could not help promising tlu^m to set out uithout 
loss of time for Madrid. Mo sooner did my seeretary |M»reeivo 
my mind fullx^made up to the proseeulion ff thiH journey, than 
his ccstaeies were wound im to the highest piteh : he was satis* 
tied within himself, that if t did biit present my ex<’ellent person 
before the new monarch, he would unmeiliatcly single me out 
from the crowd of political candidates, and weigh me down under 
a load of dignities and emoluments. l)n the strength of theso 
conjeetures, jmtiing lum.st‘lf out and aniUMing liis fcficy with tho 
«i08t splendid extravagances of device, he raised me up to tho 
first o^Iie^s of the stalt*, and pushed forward his own preferment 
in the path of my exaltation. 

I therefore made iny arrnngement.s for returning to court, 
without the most distant intention of again sacrificing at tho 
, shrine of fortune, but merely Li e»uivince Don Lie.sar ana hia sou 
of their error, in imagining that 1 was at all lik»’ly to ingratiate 
myself with the sovereign. It is true that there was some little 
lurking vanity at tlie bottom of all my philosophy, sprouting up 
in the shape of a desire to useeriam whether my royal maaUT 
would throw away a thouglit on me, now in tlie spring time of 
his new and blushing hummrs. Led out of tlial course solely by 
that tempter, curiosity, without a dream of ho])e, or any practi- 
cal contrivance f<>r turning the new' reign to my own individual 
advantage, I set out for Madrid with ^eipio, cnnKigtiing the 
management of my household to Beatrice, who wiu^wtll skilled 
in all the arts of domestic economy. 


Ch. 11. — GU lUai an ir^i in Madndy and maket hti npjifarancp at co%rt : 
the kiny i$ tie$sed with a belter memury than tnfittt hi a caurttertf 

and rccommendM htm^o the notice of ht$ prime m%m$ter. Cvneeqiutncee 
of that recommefidation, 

Wb got to Madrid in less than eight days, Don Alphonso having 

g iven us two of his Wst horees, thhtswe might loi*/* no time on 
i© road. We alighted at a ready funiisheil loilgirig, wdiere I 
had lived fcymorly, kept by Vincent Ferrero, my old landlord, 
who was uncommonly glad to sec me again. • 

As this man prided himself on being in the secret of whateverwas 
going forward either in court or city', I asked him after the beat 
newB. There is plenty of it, whether best or worst, answered 
he. Since the death of Philip the Tliird, the friends and pajj^isanf 
of the Cardinal Duke of Lerma have been moving heav^ and 

. __a7L a ^ t.:, rtfn Iflmk nmnAplA nf (fW/* 
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thority, but their efforts hare been ineffectual : the Count of 
Olivarez has carried the day^ in spite of all their industry. It is 
alleged that Spain, will be no loser by the exchange, and that the 
present premier is possessed of a genius so extensive, a mind^so 
capacious, that he would be competent to wield the machine of 
universal government. New brooms, they say, sweep clean ! 
But, at all events, you may take this for certain, that the public 
is fully impressed with a very favourable opinion of his capacity; 
we shall sec by and by whether the Duke of Lerma's situation is 
well or ill filled up. Ferrero, having got his tongue into the 
right train for wagging, gave me all the particulars of all the 
changes wliich had taken place at court, since the Count of Oli- 
varez had taken his scat at the helm of the state vessel. 

Two days after my arrival at Madrid, I repaired to the royal 
palace after my dinner, and threw myself in the king’s w ay as he 
was crossing^Hhe lobby to his closet: but his notice was not at 
all attracted by my appearance. Next day, I returned to the. 
same place, but witli no better snreess. On the third day he 
looked me full in the face as he pashed by, but the stare was per- 
fectly vacant, as far as my interest or my vanity w^as concerned. 
This being the case, I resolved in my ow*n mind what was pro- 
per to bo done : You see, said I to Scipio, who accompanied me, ^ 
that the king is grown out of my recollection ; or if his memory 
is not become more frail with the elevation of his circumstances, 
he has some private reasons for not choosing to renew the ac- 
quaintance. I think w'e cannot do better than make our way 
back as fast as possible for Valencia. Let us not be in too great 
a hurry for that, sir, answered my secretary : you know better 
than myself, having served a long apprenticeship, that there is ^ 
no getting on at court without patience and perseverance. Be 
indefatigable in exhibiting your person to the prince’s regards : 
by dint of forcing yourself on his observation, you will oblige 
him to ask himself the question w ho this assiduous frequenter of 
his.haunts can possibly oe, when memory must come to his aid, 
and trace the features of his chenpener in the purchase of the 
lovely Catalfna’s good graces. 

That Scipio might have nothing to reprodch me with, I so far 
lent myself to his wishes as to continue the same proceeding for 
the space of dhree weeks ; when at lengtli it happened one day 
that the monarch, noticing the frequency of my appearance, 
Sent for me into his presenee. I went into the closet, not with- 
out some perturbation of mind at the idea of a privf,te interview 
with my sovereign. Who are you P said he : your featires are 
not oltojrether strange to me. Where have I seen youP Please 
your majesty, answered I trembling. I had the honour of escort- 

me you one night with the Count of Lemos to the house of 

Ah .^'I recollect it perfectly, cried the prince, as if a sudden light 
had broke in upon him ; you were the Duke of Lerma’s secre- 
tary ; and if 1 am not mistaken, your name is Santillane. I have 
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not forgotten thut <m the occawon Alluded to you served me with 
A most colli mendh Lie £<.al, but received a left-lumded reeom* 
peiwe fur your exeriituis. J)id vod not get into prigon at Uie 
etnclurtion of the adventure r Yes. please your majesty, rt^plied 
I: my eoulinement in the tuwer <*f Segovia lasted six months ; 
but your gooduesH was exercised in pnH'uring my release. That, 
replied he. (loes not cancel my debt to my fail Id ul servant San- 
tillane: it is not enough to have restored him to liberty, for 1 
ought to make him ample aiuemis for tlie evils which ho has 
suffered on the score of his alaent y in my eoueerus. 

Just as the prineo was uttering these words, the Count of 
Olivarez came into llie closet. The nerves of favourites are 
shaken by every breath, their irritahilitv excited liy every trillc: 
he wiift as much astonished as any favourite ueud he at the sight 
of a stranger in that place, and the king re«luuhled his woniier- 
ing propensities hy the following recommendaiu^ Count, I 
consign this young man to your care, employ him, and let me 
find thaiyou provide for his advam'ejtient. The minister aflceted 
to n'eoive this order \utli the most gracious ac(|uicsccuce, but 
looked me over from head to AhU, with a glance from the corner 
of his eye, and was on tcnterdiooks to lind out who had l)cen lo 
strangely saddled upon him. (b>, my friend, lublcd the aove- 
rengn, uidressiiig hiin.self to me, and waving his hand for me to 
withdraw ; the count will not fail ton^ail himfcelf of your services 
in a maiiniT the nu'st conducive to the interests of my govern- 
ment, and the establishment of your own fortunes. 

I immediately went cut of the closet and made the best of my 
way to the sou of (.'oscliiia, who, being overrun with impatiooca 
to enquire wliat the king had been talking about, fumbled at his 
fingers’ ends, and was all over in an agitation. Ills first question 
was, whether we were to return t<i \ alencyi or hocomc a part of 
the court. You shall form vour own eonciuHions, ^answered I ; 
at the same time delighting him with an account word for word 
of the little conversation 1 had just h«dd with the iiionareh. Mv 
dear master, said iSeipio, at once in the excess of his joy, •will 
you take me for your almanaij-maker another tiinc^ You must 
acknowledge that wv were not in the wnuig I the lords of Levya 
and myself have our (*ye-teeth about us ! u jourm'y to Madrid 
was the only measure to be adople<I in such u ease. Already 1 
anticipate \ our appointment to aft sinment post : \ou will lum 
out to Ije some time or other a Caldeyona t4> the Count of# Oliva- 
rez. That is by no means the object of my ambition, observed 
I in return? the employment is placed on Ukj rugged an emi- * 
nence to excite any longings in my mind. I could wish for a 
good situation where there could W no inducement to do what 
might go against my conscience, and whei'e the favours of my 
prince are not likely to be bartered away for filthy lucre. QavinR 
experienced ray own unfitness for the {>o8ses8ion of patron^e, 1 
cannot be sufficiently on my guard against the inroads of avariee 
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and ambition. Never think about that, sir ! replied my secretary, 
the minister will give you some handsome appointment, which 
you may fill without any impSachment of your integrity or in- 
dependence. * 

Induced more by Scipio’s importunity than my own curiosity, 

I repaired the following day before sunrise to the residence of 
the Count d’Olivarez, liaving been informed tliat every morning, 
whether in summer or winter, he gave aiidienee by candlelight to 
all comers. I ensc onced myself modestly in a corner of the saloon, 
and from my lurking place took especial notice of tlie count when 
he made his appearance; for I had marked his person but cursorily 
in the king’s closet. He was above the middle stature, and 
might pass for fat in a country where it is a rarity to see any 
but lean subjects. His shoulders were so liigh, as to look exactly 
as if he was hump backed, but appearances were slanderous ; for 
his blade-bon«3, though inelegant, were a pair ; his head, which 
was large enough to be capacious, dropped down upon his chest 
by the unwicldiness of its own weight ; his hair was black and " 
unconscious of a curl, his face lengthenei], his complexion olive- 
coloured, his mouth retiring inwards, \^itli the sharp-pointed, 
turn-up chin of a pantaloon. 

This whole arrangement of structure and symmetry did not 
exactly make up the coniplete inoilel of a nobleman according to 
the ideas of ancient art ; nevertheless, as I believed him to be 
in a temper of mind favourable to the gratification of my wishes, 

I looked at his defects with an indulgent eye, and found him a 
man very much to my satisfaction. One of the best points about 
him was, that he received the public at large with the utmost 
affability and complacency, holding out his haml for petitions 
with as much good humour as if he were the person to be obliged, 
and this was a sufficu^it set-ofi’ against anything untoward in the 
expression of, his eountenanoe. In the meantime, when in my 
turn I came forw ard to pay my respects and make myself known 
to him, he darted at me a glance of rude dislike and frightful 
menace; then turning his back, without condescending to give 
me audience,' retired into his closet. Tlien it was that the ugli- 
ness of this nobleman 8 features appeared iiuill the extravagance 
of caricature ; so that 1 made the best of my w ay out of the 
saloon, thund,f^r8truek at so savage a reception, and quite at a 
loss how to conjecture what might be the consequence. 

Having got back to Scipio, wdio was w aiting for mo at the 
door— Can you guess at all, said I, wdiat sort of a greeting mine 
wasp No, answered he, not as to tlie minute particu)aii;3 ; but 
with respect to the substance, easily enougli : the minister, ready 
upon all occasions to fall in with the fancies of his royal master, 
must of course have ihadt^ou a handsome offer of an ostensible 
and lucrative situation. That is all you know about the matter, 
replied 1 ; and then went on to acquaint him circumstantially 
with all that passed. He listened to me w ith serious attention# 
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andVlien aaid — The count could not have rei'olltH'led your per? 
»on ; or rather, he mu«t liavo been deceived by a fortuitout re- 
semblance between you and some imm^rtinent suitor, I would 
advise you to try anotlier interview ; 1 will lay a wager he will 
look on you more kindly. I adopted iny »ecretarv*« suggea. 
tion, and stood for the second time m the presence of the minis- 
ter; but he, behaving to me still worse tlian at first, puckennl 
up his features the moinenl iny unhieky eountennneo came within 
his ken, just as if it \m\h eoniieeted with some lodged hate and 
certain loathing, >Oiieli of force swayed him to oilend, himself 
being ofloiulcd ; afier this significant dcmoiiKtration, ho turned 
away his glaring eyeballs, and witlidrew without uttering a word* 

1 was btung to the (juick bv so hostile a treatment, and in a 
humour to set out i mined iatefy on my return toV’alenria; but 
to that project Sri])io uniformly opjioscd his Htt‘ady objections, 
not knowing how (or the life of him to part with t^ose ifattoring 
hopes which faii<‘y had engendered in liis brain. Do you not 
• see phiiglv, said 1, that the count wishes to drive me away from 
court? The luoiiarcli has testified in his presence some sort of 
favourable intention towards me, and is not that enough to draw 
clown upon nn* tJie thorough hatred of the numarch’s favourite? 
L<?t UH drive before the wind, my gootl comrade ; let us make up 
oiir minds to put (piiiMly into port, and leave the open sea and 
the honours ot the (lag in tlie possession of an enemy with whom 
we are t<X) feeble to eonteiul. Sir, answered he, in high resent^* 
ment against the fount of Olivarez, 1 would not strike so easily* 

I would go and complain to the king of the contempt in which 
his minister held his recommendation. Bad advice, ind<M?d, my 
friend, said I ; to take so imprudent a step as that, would soon 
bring bitter repentance in the train of its eonsequences. I do 
not even know’ whether it is safe for me t<^ remain any longer in 
this town. 

At this hint, my secretary eommnned a little Vith his own 
thoughts ; and, considering tliat in ]>oint of fact we h<^ U) do* 
with a man who kept llie key of the b>wer of begovia in his 
pocket, my fears became naturalized in his breast, ^He no longer ^ 
opposed my oarneslt desire of leaving Madrid, and I determined 
to take my measures accordingly on the very next day. 


Ch. lU.^The project of retirement prevented, and toaeph Savcrro 
brouyht upon the at aye ayain, by an act of atyml aervu^ 

On my waf home to my lodgings, I met Joseph • 

the reider will recollect as on the establishment of Don Baltna- 
sar de Zuniga, and one of my old friends. I 
at a distance, then w^ent up to him, and asked whether he 
me again, and if he would still be so g^xal m tospeaktoa wwtcii 
who had repaid his friendship with ini^titude. awnow* 

^edge then, said he, that you have not behaved very handaoiiiely 



S42 


GIL BLiS. 


by meP Yes* answered I ; and you are fully justified in laying 
on your reproaches thick and threefold: I deserve them alh 
unless indeed my ^uilt may bh thought to have been atoned by 
the remorse of conscience attendant on it. Since you have Re- 
pented of your misconduct, replied Navarro, embracing me, I 
ought no longer to hold it in remembrance. For my part, I 
knew not how to hug Joseph close enough in my arms ; and we 
both of us resumed our original kind feelings towards one another. 

He had heard of my imprisonment and the derangement of 
my affairs ; but of what followed he was totally, ignorant. I 
informed him of it; relating word for word my conversation 
with the king, without suppressing the minister s late ungracious 
reception of me, any more than my present purj)08e of retiring 
into my favourite obscurity. Beware of removing from the scene 
of action, said he : since the sovereign has shewn a disposition 
to befriend y^i, there are always uses to be inude of such a cir- 
cumstance. Between ourselves, the Count of Olivarez has some- 
thing rather unaccountable in his character : lie is a vc^ry good 
sort of nobleman, but rather whimsical withal ; sometimes, as on 
the present occasion, he acts in a most offensive manner, and 
none but himself can furnish a clue to disentangle the intricate 
thread of his motives and their results. But however this may 
be, or whatever reasons might have sw^ayed him to give you so 
scurvy a reception, keep your footing here, and do not budge ; 
he will not be able to hinder you from thriving under the royal 
shelter and protection ; take my word for that ! 1 will just give 
a hint upon the subject this evening to Signor Don Balthasar de 
Zuniga, my master ; he is uncle to the Count of Olivarez, and 
shares with him in the toils and cares of office. Navarro having 
given me this assurance, enquired where 1 lived, and then we 
parted. ^ 

It was not long before wo met again ; for he came to call on 
me the very next day. Signor dc Santillane, said lie, you are 
Hot without a protector ; my master will lend you his powerful 
support : on the strength of tlie good character which I have 
given your lordship, he has promised to speak to bis nephew, the 
Count of Olivarez, in your behalf ; and I eWubt not but be will 
effectually prepossess him in your favour. My friend Navarro 
not moaning to servo me by halves, introduced mo two days af- 
terwards to Don Balthasar, W’ho said with a gracious air ; Signor 
de Santellune, your friend Joseph has pronounced your pane- 
pyric in terms which have won me over completely to your 
' interest. I made a low obeisance to Signor ae Zuniga* and 
answered, that to the latest period of my life I should entertain 
the most lively sense of my obligation to Navarro, for having 
secured to mo the protection of a minister, who was considered, 
and that for the best reasons possible, as the presiding genius, 
the greater luminary, or, as it were, the eye and mind of the 
nimsterial council. Don Balthasar, at this unexpected stroke of 
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flait^ry, clapped me on the shoulder with an appro? inf? chuckle* 
and returned my compliment by a more si^niiicant intimation : 
You may call on the Count of Olfvarc* apain to-morrow* and 
then you will have more reason to be pleased with him. 

For the third time, therefore, did I make my appearance be- 
fore the prime minister, who, picking me ont from amon^ the 
mob of suitors, cast upon mo a look conveying with it a f^tnmr 
of welcome, from whicli I ventured to draw a g<xxl omen. This 
is all as it should be, said 1 to myself ; the uncle has brcmglit 
the nephew tohis proper bearings. I no longer antici|>ateii any 
other than a favourable reception, and my confidence was fully 
justified. The count, after having given audience to the pi^ 
miscuous crow d, took me with him into his cloKct, and said with 
a familiar address : My friend Santillane, you niuKt excuse the 
little disquietude I have occasioned you merely for my own 
amusement ; it was done in sport, though it was ty-ath to you, 
for the sole purpose of practising on your discretion, and oh- 
“serving to what measures your disgust and disapwiintment would 
incito you. Doubtless you must have concludetf that your ser- 
vices were displeasing to me ; but on the contrary, my good fellow* 

I must confess frankly, that, as far as appears at prestmt. you are 
perfectly to my minef. Though the king inv master had not en- 
joined me to lake charge of your fortunes, 1 should have done 
80 of my own free choice, fiesuh^s, my uncle Don Balthasar do 
Zuniga, to whom 1 can refuse nothing, has requested me to con- 
sider you as a man for whom he particularly interests himself; 
that alone would be enough to fix iiiy confidence in you. and make 
me most sincerely your friend. 

This outset of mV career protluccd so lively on impression on 
my feelings, that they became uninUdliijibly tumultuous. I 
threw myself at the inmistor s feet, who msisted on my rising 
immediately, and then went on to the folFow ing elfect : lUiurn 
liithcr to day after dinner, and a^k for my htewrird: he will ac- 
quaint you with the orders which I shall liave given him. With • 
these words his exeellem’v broke up the cfmference to hear moss, 
according to his constant custom every (hiy after giving audience : ^ 
he then attended tha king’s levee. 


IV.— Bla* insfraliatet hmelf mih the Count of OhtareB. 

I DID not fail returning after dtnner to the prJtne minister • 
house, and asking for his sU-ward, whose name was Dq|i lUy- 
mond Caporis. No sooner had I Vnade myself known, tban 
paying his Civilities to me in the most respectful manner, bir. • 
said he? follow me if you please : I am to do mvself the honour 
of shewing you the way to the apartment which is ordered for 
Tcu in Uiis family. Having spoken thus, be led me up a naiww 
staircase to a gallery communicating with five or six rooms, wmen 
composed the second story belonging to one wing of the Rouse, 
and were furnished neatly, but without ostentation. You belMMdy 



544 


GIL BLAS. 


resumed he, the lodging assigned you by his lordshin, wher<f you 
Mill always have a table or six persons, kept at his expense. 
You will oe waited on by hi% own servants ; and there will al- 
ways be a carriage at your command. But that is not all : ^s 
excellency insisted on it in the most pointed manner, tliat you 
should bo treated in every respect with the same attention as if 
you belonged to the house of Guzman. 

What the devil is the meaning of all this P said I within my- 
self. What construction ought I to put upon all these honours P 
Is there not some humorous prank at the bottom of itP and 
must it not be more in the way of diversion tlian hny thing else, 
that the minister is flattering me up m ith so imposing an esta- 
blishment P While I was ruminating in this uncertainty, fluctu- 
ating between hope and fear, a page came to let mo know that 
the count M as asking for me. I M'aited instantly on his lordship, 
who was quite alone in his closet. Well ! Santillanc, said he, 
are you satisfied with your rooms, and with my orders to Don 
Raymond? Your excellency’s liberality, answered I, seems out* 
of all proportion with its object; so that I receive it with fear 
and tremming. Why so P replied he. Can I be too lavish of 
distinction to a man wdiom the king has committed to my care, 
and for M'hose interests he especially eornmaqded me to pro- 
vide P No, tliat is impossible ; and I do no more than my auty 
in placing you on a footing of respectability and consecpience. 
No longer, therefore, let M*hat T do for you bo a subject of 
surprise ; but roly on it that splendour in the eye of the world, 
and the solid advantages of accumulating wealth are equally 
within your grasp, if you do but attach yourself as faitluully 
to me as you did to the Duke of Lorma. 

But now that we are on tlie subject of that nobleman, con- 
tinued he, it is said that you lived on terms of personal intimacy 
with him. I have a btrong curiosity to learn the circumstances 
which led to your first acquaintance, as well as in what depart- 
rUient you acted under him. Do not disguise or gloss over the 
sliglxtest particular, for I shall not be satisfied Avithout a full, 
true, and circjiimstaniial recital. Then it avus that I recollected 
in what an embarrassing predicament I stood with the Duke of 
Lerma on a similar occasion, and what iVuc of conduct 1 ex- 
tricated myself ; that same course 1 adopted once again with the 
happiest success; whereby ^the reader is to understand that 
throug]||LOut my narrative 1 softened down the passages likely to 
give umbrage to my patron; and glanced with a superficial aeli- 
caoy over transactions which would have reflcctei^ but little 
lustre on my own character. I likewise manifested a conside- 
rate tenderness for the Duke of Lerma ; though by giving that 
. fallen favourite no quarter, I should better have consulted the 
taste of him whom 1 wished to please. As for Don Rodrigo de 
CaldeVona, there I laid about me wiUx the religious fury of t 
bishop in a battle. 1 brought together, and displayed m the 
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most glaring colours all the anecdotes I had been able to pick up 
respecting nis corrupt practices and underhand deahug in Uie 
sale of promotions, military, etvlesin^iojil, and civil. 

'yjThat you have told mo about Calderona, cried the minister 
with eagerness, exactly squares with certain memorials which 
have been presented to me, CMiitaining the beads of clwirgcs still 
more seriously affecting his character. He w ill very S(X)n be put 
upon his trial, and if you have any wish to glut your revenge by 
his ruin, I am of opinion that the object of your dt*sire is near at 
hand. I am far fn>m thirsting after his blood, said I, though 
had it depended on him, mine might have been slicd in the tower 
of JSegovia, where he was the occasion of my taking lotlgings for 
a pretty long term. What ! enquired his e\c(*llcnr\\ was it Don 
liodrigo who procured you that Midden journey this is a part 
of the Btory of which I was not aware before. Don Jhilthasar, 

■ to wliorn Navarro gave a Hunimary of your adventure's, told luo 
indeed that the late king gave orders for your eoininilment, as a 
mark of Iii^ indignation against you for having hnl the JVinee of 
Spain astray, ami taken him to a lioiihc of suspicious elmraelcr 
in the night; but that is all I know of the matter, and cannot 
for the life of me conjecture what part ("alderona e<mld pos- 
sibly have had to play in that tragi-eomedy. A princiiuil part, 
whether on the stage or in real life, answered I : that ol a jealous 
lover, taking vengeance for an injury, snstaiiu'd in the tcmlerest 
point. At the same time I related minutely all the f^*ts with 
which the reader is already ae<jnaiiited, and touched his risilJe 
propensities, dilllcult as they were of access, so exiu-tly in tlie 
right place, that he could not help wagging his nnder-hun(/ jaw’ 
in a paroxysm of humonr-striekeii ecstasy, ami laughing till he 
< cried again. Catalina's double east in tiie dmina delighted him 
exceedingly; her soractunes playing tlie nig<‘e and 8om<‘times 
personating the grand-dan gliler wemed to tickle Ids fancy Tin»re 
than anything ; nor was he altogether inattentive to tne a}»j»ear- 
ance wh’ich the Duke of Jx'nna made in this undignilied farce of 

state. * 

When I had finished my story, Uie count gave mi» leave to 
depart, with an assuraip'C tluit on tlie ne xt day he would not lail 
to make trial of my talents for businc'ss. J ran iinnn diateiy to 
the family hotel of Zuniga, to thank Don Iklthazar IW his good 
otfices, and to acquaint my friend dcwe|ih with the favourable 
dispositions of the prime minister, and^my brilliant prospects in 
consequence. 

Ch. y,^^Tke priwU eowerta/ion of Gil BUti with Aaporro, and h^fir^t 
employment m the aerttce of the Count dt Olioarez. 

As soon as I got to the ear of Josephs I told him with much 
trepidation of spirits what a world of topics I had to dep^it^in 
his private ear. He took me where we might be alone, whem 1 
ask^ him, aOer having communicated a key to the whole tram- 
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action np to the present time, what he thought of the busirfess ai 
it stood. I think, answered he, that you are in a fair way to 
make an enormous fortune. ^ Everything turns out according to 
your wishes : you have made yourself acceptable to the pigmc 
minister ; and wliat must bo taken for something in the account, 

I can render you the same service as my uncle Melchior de la 
Eonda, when you attached yourself to the archiepiscopal esta- 
blishment of Grenada. Ho spared you the trouble or finding 
out the weak side of that prelate and his principal officers, by 
discovering their different characters to you ; and it is my pur- 
j)os0, after his example, to bring you perfectly acquainted with 
the count, his lady countess, and their only daughter, Donna 
Maria de Guzman. 

The minister’s parts arc quick, his judgment penetrating, and 
his talents altogetlier calculated for the formation of extensive 
projects. He affects the credit of universal genius, on the ' 
strength of a showy smattering in general seieiice ; so that there 
is no subject, in his own opinion, too difficult to be decided (Sh 
his m(?re authority, lie sets himself up for a practical lawyer, a 
complete pmoral, and a politician of thorough-paced sagacity. 
Add to all this, that he is so obstiuatffly wedded to his own opi- 
nions, as unchangeably to persevere in the path of his own chalk- 
ing out, to the absolute contempt of better advice, for fear of«» 
seeming to be influenced by any good sense or intelligence, but 
what ho would be thought to engross in the resources of his own 
mind. Between ourselves, this blot in his character may produce 
strange consequences, which it may bo well for the monarchy, 
slionld indulgent heaven for the defect of human means avert ! 
As for his talents in council, ho shines in debate by the force of 
natural clocpicnce, and would write as well as ho speaks, if he * 
did not injudicioii^y aflbet a eerlaiu dignity of style, which do- 
generates juio affectation, quaiutness, and obscurity. Ilia modes 
of thinking arc peculiar to himself ; he is capricious iu conduct, 
and visionary in design. Here you have the iiieturc of his mind, 
the light and shade of his intellectual merits : the q^ualities of 
his heart and disiiositioii remain to be delineated. He is gene- 
rous, and warm iu his friendships. It is said that he is re- 
vengeful; but would ho be a Spaniard if he were otherwise? 
In ntUlitio^ to this, he has been accused of ingratitude, for having 
driven the Duke of llzeua‘'and Friar Lewis Aliaga into bauiah- 
meilt, though ho owed them, according to common report, obli- 
gations of the most binding nature ; and yet even this must not 
1)0 looked into so narrowly under his circumstaAces : there are 
few breasts capacious enough to afford house-room for two such 
opposite inmates as political ambition and gratitude. 

Donna Agnes do Zuniga e Velasco, Countess of Olivarez, con- 
tinued Joseph, is a lady to whom it is impossible to impute more 
than one fault, but that is a huge one ; for it consists in making 
a market, and a market the most exorbitant in its terms, of her 
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natural iufliicnoc ovor tlio niiiul of her hushoml. As for Donna 
Maria^de Cruzinan, w ho heyoiul all 4 ts})ute is at this moniont tlu» 
venr first matcli in Snain. Ihe is a lady of first -ruto a 4 <*oniplish- 
iTiCTits, and al>s«>lutt*ly itloliz*nl by hi*r father. Jle^ulate your 
conduct uuon th(*sc Jiints: make your court with art and plausi- 
bility to these two huiii^. and let it appear ns if you were more 
devoted to the Count of Olivarez than ever you were t<» the Duke 
of Lerina before your foreeil eveursioii f>e^'ovia; you will be- 
come a leadino and powerful meiidier of tlie administration. 

X should advise you, moretwer, adde<l he, to see iny master, 
Don Dalthiisar. from lime to time ; f^r thoudi y<»u have bo lonjijer 
an\^ oeouhion for his inten'st to push Vi»u f^rwanl. it w ill not l)e 
amiss to waste a little ineeiise upon fiini. Ytui stand very hi^h 
ill his plod opinion ; preserve your footing there, and eultivate 
his friendship ; it may staml y^m in some stead tui any emer* 
I could mU help ohseninp llint jis the uneh* and iie- 
yhew' were in a certain sort partners in the pivcrnment of the 
state, 1110111' niiidit possibly be some little symptom of jealousy 
between brothers near the thnme. On the (tmtrnry, answered 
he, they are nnifed hy tlie most rofifidmilial ties, ilad it not 
been for Don Ihill^ia/ar, tlie Count of (divarez might urohably' 
^never have been urinu' minister; for you are to know, limt after 
Philip the Third had paid the debt of nature, all the adherents 
and parihnns ]>elonging to the lc»u'»e of Sandoval made a great 
stir, some in fav(*ur <>( tin* canlmal. and utlierson his son's helmlf ; 
but my master, a great< r adept in court intrigue tlmn any (»f 
them, and the count, wlio is nearly as great an adept as himself, 
disconcerted all their measures, and l<M)k their ow ii so judii^ouslv 
for till* purpose of stepping into the vac ant ]>lnee, that their rivals 
lia<i no chiinee against tlnun. The Count f>f Olivarez, being ap- 
pointed prime minister, divided the duties ifitli Ids uncle, Don 
Balthasar; leaving foreign atlairs to him, and Ukinil} tin* home 
department to himself; the eonsemieneo is, that the hoiids of 
family friendship are drawn closer iK'tween iheso two noblemea, 
than if political iidluence had no share in their multiij inlcrest.-t : 
they arc perfectly indenendent in tlicir respective lines of husi- 
ness, and live together on terms of good uiulerstanding which no 
intrigue can possibly' affect or nlt»T. 

Such was tlie substance of luy coavyrsation w ith .J^weph, and 
tlie advantage to be derived fnmi it was my own to make# the 
most of ; at all events, it was my duty td thank Signor de Zuniga 
for all the infiiience he had the goodness to exert in my favour. 
He assured me with infinite good-breeding that he should avail 
himself of every opportunity as it arose to promote my wishes, 
and that he was very glad his nephew Ima • behaved so as to 
meet mv ideas, because he meant to refresh his memory in 
behalf, being determined, ns be was pleased Uj say, to place it 
lH»yond all manner of doubt Low far he Jiimself participated in 
all my tIcws, and to make it evident that, instep of one fiat 
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friend, I had two. In terms like these did Don Balthasai , turuugo 
mere friendship for Navarre^ take the moulding of my fortunes 
on himself. 

On that same evening did I leave my paltry lodring to tfte 
up my abode at tlie prime minister’s, where I sat down to sup- 
per with Scipio in my own suite of apartments. There were we 
Doth waited on by the servants belonging to tlie household, who 
as they stood beliind our chairs, while we were affecting the 
pomp and circumstance of political elevation, wore more likely 
than not to be laughing in their sleeves at the pantomime they 
had been ordered by their manager to play in our presence. 
When they liad taken away and left us to ourselves, my secrc* 
tary, being no longer under restraint, gave vent to a thousand 
wifd imaginations which his sprightly temper and inventive 
hopes engendered in his fancy. On my part, though by no 
means cold 8r insensible to the brilliant prospects which were 
opening on my view, I did not as y(;t yield in the least degre^ 
to the weakness of being thrust aside from the right line of 
my philosophy by temporal allurements. So much otherwise, 
that on going to bed I fell into a sound sleep, without being 
haunted in my dreams by those pliantoms of flattering delusion 
which might have gained admittance with no severe question 
from a corruptible door-keeper. The ambitious Scipio, on the 
contrary, tossed and tumbled all niglit in the agitation of restless 
contrivance. Whenever he dozed a little imp took possession of 
his brain, with a pen behind its oar, working out by all the 
rules of aritlimctic the bulky sum total of bis daughter Sera- 
phina’s marriage portion. 

No sooner had I got my clothes on the next morning, than a 
message came from his lordship. I llcw like lightning at the 
summons, when hiaxjxcellency said : Now tlien, Santillaue, sup- 
pose YOU give us a specimen of your talents for business. You 
c say that the Duke of Lerma used to give you state papers to 
baing into olJieial form ; and I have oiu', by w ay of experiment, 
on which you shall try your skill. The subject you viill easily 
comprehend : it turns upon an exiiosition of public affairs, such 
as to throw an artificial light on the first Appearance of the new 
ministry, and to prejudice the public in its favour. I have al- 
ready whispered it about .by my emissaries, that every depart- 
ment of the state was completely disorganized, tliat the talents 
whicli preceded us w'ere no talents at aJl ; and the object at pre- 
sent is to impress both court and city by a formal declaration 
with the idea, that our aid is absolutely necessary to save the 
monarchy itself from sinking. On this theme you may expatiate, 
till the populace become lock-jaw ed w ith astonishment, and the 
sober part of the public are gravely argued out of all prepos- 
session in favour of the discarded party. By way of contrast, 
you will talk of the dignus vhidice tiodus^ taking care to translate 
It into Spanish \ and "boast of the measures adopted under the 
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new Arder of things, to secure the permanent glory of tlie king> 
reign, to give perpetual prosperity to his dominions, and to con- 
fer wrfeet. unchangeable hnppiness^on his good people. 

Jlis lordship, having g^iven out the general subji'ct of my 
thesis, left with me a paper containing the heads of charges, 
whether just or unjust, against the late administration: and I 
remember perfectly well, that there were ten articles, whoso 
lightest wonl, even of the lightest arliele, would harrow up the 
potil of a true Spaniard, and make Ids knotted and eomhined 
locks to part. ^ Inal the current of my fancy might experience 
no interruption, he shut me into a little closet near Ids own, 
W’hore the spirit of ])oetry might p<).s.sess me in all its freedom 
and independence. Mv best iaeulti(‘8 were called forth, to com- 
pose a stiitenient of affairs commensurate with my own eoneern 
in the swee]»ing of llic new bnxuna. My first object was to lay 
open the nakcdiK'ss and abandonment of the Kipg<lom : the 
finanee.s in a state of bankrnptey, the civil list and immediato 
•resources. of t lie crown pawned (iftv times over, the navy unjiaid, 
dismantled, and in imiliny. All this hideons delineation was re- 
ferred for it.s justice and accuracy to the wronglieadedness and 
stupidity of goveninicnt at the close of the lust reign, and the 
doctrine most stfongly enforced, that unexampled wisdom and 
patriotism only could ward oil' the fatal consc((ucnccs. In short, 
the monarchy could only be sustaimMl on the shoulders of our 
political sullicicncy and ndbrining pnnlcnce. Tlie e.x*ministry 
were 80 erindly hclahourcd, that the Duke of Lerma’s ruin, ac- 
cording to the terms of my syllogism, was the salvation of Spain. 
To own the truth, thougli my profes'fions w ere in the spirit of 
Christian charity towards that nobleman, 1 was not «orry to 
give liim a sly rub in the exercise of my function. Oh man! 
man ! what a compound of candour breuthiiig satire and splenetic 
impartiality art thou ! 

Towards tlie conclusion, having fini.died my frightful portrait- 
ure of overhanging evils, I endeavoured to allay the storm ray i 
art had raised by making futurity as bright as the past hml h^n 
gloomy. The Comit of Olivarez was brought in at tjfo close, like 
the tutelary deity of^an ancient commonwealth in the crisis of 
ita fate. 1 jiromi.sed more than paganism ever feigned, or chi- 
valry faneit d in the w ildesl of its crusading projects. In a word, 

I so exactly executed what the itew minister nubut, tliat he 
seemed not to know' bis own hints again, when drawn out jn my 
emphatic and appropriate language. ’Santillane, said he, do you 
know that tills is more like the composition one might expect 
from a Secretary of stale, than like that of a private secretary F 
I can no longer be suqiriscd that the Duke of Lerma was fond 
of calling your talents into action. Tour style is concise, and by 
no means inelegant ; but it creeps rather too much in the Jevel 
paths of nature. At the same time, pointing out the passages 
which did not hit his fancy, he corrected them ; and I gathered 
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from the toachea he threw in, that Navarro was n>lit in #iylnjF 
ho affected sententious wit, but mistook for it quaint and stale 
conceits. Nevertheless, thoq^^h he preferred the stately, or rather 
the grotesque in writing, he suffered two thirds of niy perform- 
ance to stand without alteration ; and by ^vay of proving h^w 
entirely lie was aatistled, sent me three hundred pistoles by Don 
llaymond after dinner. 

VI — 7’Ap application of the three hundred pistoles, and Seipio's 
commimon connected with them. Success of the state paper mentioned 
in the last chapter. ^ 

Tins handsome present of the minister furnialied Scipio with a 
new subject of congratulation, by reason of our second appear- 
ance at court. You may remark, said he, that fortune is pre- 
paring a load of aggraiidiseTncnt to lay on your lordship's 
shoulders. Are you still sorry for having turned your back on 
solitude ? ^fay the Count of Olivarez live for ever ! he is a very 
different sort of a mastf^r from Jiis predecessor. The Duke of^ 
Lerma, with all your devotion to his service, left you to live* 
upon suction for months without a pistole to bless yourself with ; 
and the count has already made you a present ^ hich you could 
have had no reason to expect but after a course of long service. 

I should very mucli like, added he, that the lords of Leyva 
should bo witnesses of your great success, or at least that they 
should be informed of it. It is high time indeed, answered i, 
and I meant to speak with you on that subject. They must 
doubtless be impatient to hear of my proceedings, but I waited 
till my fate was fixed, and till I could decide for certain whether 
I should stay at court or not. Now that 1' am sure of my des- 
tination, you have only to set out for Valencia Mlienever you 
please, and to acquaint those noblemen with my present situa- 
tion, which I consider as their doing, since it is evident, that but 
for them, I^^should never have resolved on my journi'y to Mad- 
rid. My dear master, cried the son of Jlidiemiun accident, what 
joy shall I communicate by relating what has happened to you ! 
‘^y nm I not alreadv at the gates of V^aleneiaF But I shall 
. be there fortliwith. Don Alphonso’s two horses are ready in the 
stable. T shall take one of my lord’s livti.-y servants with me. 
Besides that eornpany is pleasant on the road, you know very 
w'ell the efiect of official parade, in making impression on the 
natives of a* provincial town. ' 

I could not help laughjng at my secretary’s foolish vanity ; 
and yet, with vanity perhaps more than equal to hj^s own, I left 
' him to do as he pleased, (lo about your business, sai^ I, and 
make the best ot your way back ; for 1 liave another commission 
to give you. I meau to send you to the xVsturias with some money 
for my mother. Through neglect I have suffered the time to 
elapse when I promised to remit her a hundred pistoles, and 
pledged you to make the payment in person. Such eugagementa 
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0U|:;li^ to be held sacred by a son : and I reproach mvsolf with 
iiiacciira<*y in the obsenanee of mine. Sir, answered Scipio, 
within six week.s I shall briiifi j'oii account of both your <»oin- 
missions ; having opened niy budj;el to the lords of Jievva, looked 
in at your eountrv-honse, ami taken a juvp at tlie town of 
Oviedt), the reeolleciion of which I cannot admit in(<) my miiul, 
without tnrnint^ over three-fourths of the inhabitants, ami one- 
half of tlie remaininur quarter, to the corrective discipline of that 
infernal executioner, who is .cuppo.scd to be kc]>t (Ui f(X>t for the 
purpose of caj^ti^atin^ .sisjners. I tlicn counted down one hun- 
dred pistoles to tliat same Son of a watubTiiii; motlier h»r my 
honoured parcnl.s’ annuity, and another hundred for hiinselt ; 
lueaniiijj that he should j»erfonii his Ibm; journey without ^riiiu- 
blilit< on my aeetuint by the way. 

Some days after his dej)arture his lordship sent our memorial 
to pres.s ; ami it was no sooner ])ublislied than became tlie 
topic of eonversati<)n in every circle lliroiijrliout Madrid. Tiie 
^people, enamuuiv<l of novelty, took tip tins well-written state- 
ment of llieir own wretchedness with fond partiality; (he de- 
ranjjement and evliaustion of the fim'iiiees, ])ain(eti with a mixture 
of truth and poelrv, excited a strontr feclinj; of p(>pular imli^(* 
nation against tli^ Duke of L<*rma; ami if these papiT hulleta of 
‘ the brain, en.'^t in tlie jiolitieal armoury of a rixal. failed to carry 
victory witli them in the opinions of all mankind, they were at 
all events hailed w ith triumph by (he mo.st clamorous of our owui 
partisans. As for the mamiiliceiit promises w}ii»'h tlie Count of 
Olivarez threw in, and anionj; others that ()f kee])inj^ the machine 
of stale in motion, 1^’ a system of economy, without to 

the public burdens, they were caueht at with avidity liy tho 
citizens at lar^e, and considered as pledt;eB of an cnli^hUnicd 
and patriotic policy, so that the whole city resoumlod with tin? 
aeclaiiiai ion of panegyric and congratulation on tln^ opening of 
new* pro.>p(*cls. 

The mini.ster, delighted to havegaim*d his end so easily, which 
in that publicalion had only been to draw* popularity upon litni- 
self, was now' dctormimnl to seize the substance as fvell as catch 
at the shadow, by art act of unquestionable credit with the sub- 
leet, and high utility to tin* King’s sendee. For that purpose, he 
had r€H*ourHe to the empen»r (bdba’s contrivance, ejnsisting in a 
forced regurgitation of ill-gotlt-n * sJku1s from imiif^Ktuals, who 
had made large fortunes, hell and tl^eir own eonseienceH* knew' 
best how, in tlie superintendence of the royal expenditure. 
When he haSl squeezed these spunges till they were dry again, 
and hafl filled the king’s coffers with the drainings, he under- 
took to nmder the reform permanent by abolishing all pensions, 
not excepting his own, and curtailing th’c gratuities too fre- 
quently bestowed on favouritea out of the prince’s priry ]^urse. 
To succeed in this design, which he could not carry into effect 
without changing the face of the government, he charged me 
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with the composition of a new state paper, furnishing ilni sub- 
stance and the form from las own idea. He then advised me to 
raise my style as much as pofsible above the level of my ordinary 
simplicity, and to give an air of more eloquence to my phrase- 
ology. A hint is sufRcient, my lord, said I ; your excellency 
wishes to unite sublimity with illumination, and it shall be so. 1 
shut myself up in the same closet where I had already worked 
so successfully, and sat down stiffly to my task, first calling to 
my aid the lofty and clear perceptions, the noble and sonorous 
expressions of my old instructor, the archbishop of Grenada. 

I began by laying it down as a first maxim of political philo- 
sophy, that the vital functions, the respiration as it were of all 
monarchy, depended on the strict administration of the finances; 
tliat in our particular case, that duty became imperiously urgeit, 
irresistibly impressing on our consciences ; and that the revenue 
should be coesidcred as the nerves and sinews of Spain, to hold 
her rivals in check and keep her enemies in awe. After this^^ 
general declamation, I pointed out to the sovereign, for to him * 
the memorial was addressed, that by cutting down ail pensions 
and perquisites dependent on the ordinary income, he would not 
thereby deprive himself of that truly royal pleasure, a princely 
munificence towards those of his subjects who ‘nad established a 
fair claim to his favours; because without drawing upon ms ^ 
treasury, he had the means of distributing more aeceptal)le re- 
wards : that for one branch of service, there wore viceroyalties, 
lieutenancies, orders of merit, and all sorts of military com^ 
missions ; for another, high judicial situations with salaries an- 
nexed, /^ivil offices of magistracy with sounding titles to give 
them consequence ; and though last not least, all the temporal ^ 
possessions of the church to animate the piety of its spiritual 
pastors. f 

This men\orial, which was much longer than the first, occu- 
pied mo nearly three days ; but as luck would have it, my per- 
* formanco was exactly to my master\s mind, who finding it written 
wifh sententious cogency, and bristled up with raetapliors in the 
t declamntoryq)art8, complimented me in tlio highest terms. That 
is vastly well expressed indeed ! ssid he, laying his finger on a 
passage here and tliere, and picking out all the most inflated 
Benteuces hejcould find : that language bears the stamp of fine 
composition, and might phs's for the production of a classic. 
Coura'ge, my friend ! 1 foroseo that your services will be worth 
their weight in gold. And yet, notwithstanding t|ie applauses 
‘ ho lavished on my classical composition, a few of his owiv height- 
ening touches, he thought, would make it read still better. He 
put a good deal of his own stuff into it, and the medley w’as 
manumetured into a piece of eloquence which was considered as 
unanswerable by the king and all the court. The whole city 
joined in opinion with the higher orders, deriving the most 
nattering hopes of the future from these graiid promises, and 
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eonei^din^tbat the monarchy must recover its pristine splendour 
‘ during the ministry of so illustrious a character. His excellency, 
finding that my sermon on econonfy uas fraught with priictical 
infc^rences of utility to him, was kind euiuigh to w ij^h that 1 should 
profit by the exercise of my <»"n talents. In eonfornuly there- 
fore wdth his new system of patronage, he gave me an annuity of 
five hundred crowns on the conmiandery Castile; and the 
acceptance of it was so rnui h the more palatable, as no dirty 
work had been done for it, but it was honestly, though cheaply 
earned. 

ClI. VII . — Gd Bhii meets with his friend Fahricio once more; the occi^ 
(lent^ fdnct\ and iircumstunces described; with the particulars rf 
their qtmwrxatton together. 

Nothing gave Ins lordship greater pleasure than to hear tlio 
general decision of Madrid on the conduct of Ins njlministratioii. 
Not a (lav passed hut lie cnquir(*d what th(»y were saying of him 
* in the political world. He kept spies in pay, to bring him an 
exact account of w hat w«.m going on in the city. Tlu'v particular- 
ised the most trivial discourses wliich lliey overlu^ard ; and tlieir 
orders being to suppres.s nothing, his s<‘Ifdove was graced now 
and then, for the*])coj)le have a way of bolting out liome truths, 
w’itliout any nice calculation where tliey may glanci*. 

Finding that the count loved political small talk, I made it my 
business to frc(jnent places of public resort after dinner, and to 
chime in with tlic conversation of gcntcid people w henever oppor- 
tunity oilorcd, Sliiiuld the measures of goveniinent happen to be 
canviisse<l among llicm, 1 pricked up my ears, and greedily tfK>k 
in their discourse ; if any thing worth repeating was said, his 
eiocllency w ns sure to hoar of it. It can sc^arccly bo necessary 
to hint, that I never carried homo any ^liiig which was not 
likely to pay for the porterage. ^ 

One day, reluming from one of these fittlc conversational 
parties, my road lay in front of an hos])ital. It occurred to me 
to go in. I walked ilirough two or three wards, filled with dis- 
eased patients, and examined their beds to see tbtit they were 
properly taken care 'if. Among these unhappy wretelies, whom 
1 could not look at without the most painful feelings, 1 obsi'rved 
one w hose features struck mo : it surely could In? no other than 
F'abricio, my countryman and (*hum*! •To look at him rtiore closely, 
I drew near his bedside, and findipg beyond a possibility of 
doubt that it w as the poet Nunez, I shipped to look at Ixira for a 
few seconds tvithout saying a w'ord. He also fixed his regards 
on me. At length breaking silence : Ho not my eyes deceive 
me P said I. Is it indeed Fabricio, and here P It is intlecd, an- 
swered he, coldly, and you need not wonder at it. Since we 
parted, 1 have been working indefatigably at the trade 'ipf an 
author : I have written novels, plays, and works of genius in 
every departmenl* My brain is fairly spun out, and here I aaou 
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I could not help langhinfj at such a sTcetch of literary bfogra- 
phy ; and still more at the serious air of the accompanying action, 
what ! cried I, has your miAe brouglit you to this pass ? Has 
she played you such a jade’s trick as this P Even as you witness, 
answered he ; this establishment is a sort of lialf-pay receptacle 
for invalids on the muster-roll of disabled wit. You have acted 
discreetly, my good friend, to lay yourself out for promotion in 
a different lino. But they tell me, you are no longer a courtier, 
and that your prospects in political life were all blasted ; nay, 
they went so far as to affirm, that you were comnptted to close 
custody by the king’s ordtjr. Tliey told you no more than the 
truth, replied I : the delightful vision of political eminence 
wherein you left me hist, soon shifted the scene of my incoherent 
dreams to a prison and complete destitution. But for all that, 
my friend, here you behold me again in a better plight than ever. 
That is quite^out of the question, said Nunez : your deportment 
is discreet and decent, you have not that supopcilious and devil- 
take-the-liindniost sort of aspect, which good keep communicates 
to the human face. The reverses of this chequered life, replied 
I, have brought me down to the level of the more modest vir- 
tues j I have taken a lesson in the school of adversity, to enjoy 
tlui possession of a good stud without riding tht great horse. 

Tell me then candidly, cried Fabricio, raising his bead upon 
hifl hand with his e^ow noon the pillow, what your present oc- 
cupation can nossibly bet A steward perhaps to some noble- 
man out at eloows, or man of business to some rich widow ! 
Something better than either the one or the other, rejoined 1, 
but excuse me from saying more at present : another time your 
curiosity shall be satisfied. It is enough at present to assure 
you that my means are equal to my inclination, and that you 
may command indiqjpndence through me ; but then you must 
submit to ai}^ embargo on your wit, and a non-intercourse act be- 
tween you and the fticulty of writing, w liether in verse or prose. 

' Can you make this sacrifice to my friendship P I have already 
matte it to the powers above, said he, in my last critical sickness. 
A Dominicnji/ made me forswear poetry, as an amusement bor- 
dering on criminality, but at all events beside the turnpike-road 
of good sense. I wish you joy, my dear Nunez, replied I ; but 
bew^are of a revoke. There is not the least danger on that head, 
rejoined he ! the Muses and T have agreed on terms of sepa- 
ration just as you came ii\at that door, I was conning over a 
farewell ode. Good master Fabricio, said I, with a wise swag- 
ging to and fro of my head, it is a doubtful quesfion whether 
your vow of abjuration ought to pass current with the Domini- 
can and myself : you seem over head and ears in love with those 
virgiiis incarnate. No no. contended he peevishly, 1 have cut 
the cinnection asimdcr. Nay more, I have quarrelled with their 
keepers, the public. The readers of these days do not deserve 
an author of more genius than themselves : I should be sorry to 
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writedown to tlioir conjprehonsion. You aro not to 
that tliia is tho laiiiruamj of disijust ; it is my simvrc* and well* 
weij 2 [lied opinion. Applause and hirises are just tho same tv> me 
It is a toss u}) wlio fails ami who siuvocds : the wit of to-day is 
tlfo blockhead of to-inon*(»n . Wliat cursed foiils our dramatists 
must be, to care for anyliitUi; but their j)Ounda;;e when their 

K 's happen to be received ! It is all very well for a few nights ! 

only fancy a revival at the end of twenty years, and what a 
tij^uro thej" w ill eut then ! The audiences of (he present day turn 
up their noses at the stork pieces of llie last ajfC. ami it is a (jues* 
tion whether tiieir taste will fare l>ettt*r with tlieir more critical 
deseeiulaiiis. If that eonjivlure be probable, the inventtira of 
clap-traps now* will be the butt of eal-ealls hereafter. ]t is just 
the sitiae with mivel writers, and all oilier inamifaeturers of uii* 
neeessary literature : they strut and fret b>r an hour, and then 
are no more .seen or heard of. The j^Iones t*f suee^»ssfid author- 
ship are tiie nu re \uponrs (»f a murky atmosphere, meteors of a 
.marsh, foul coruscations of a dunghill, cathedral tapers to put 
out the t;ala\y, blue llames of coarse paper held over a candle. 

Tlioijeli these earieulur(‘s of rival renown wen* the mere crea- 
tions of jealousy in the pot't of the Asturias, it was not my busi- 
ness lo correct iii<^ ill l<*ni])er. 1 am deli; 4 hteil. said 1, that wit 
and you liave had so sitious a (piaiTel ; and that the diarrluea of 
your inventive faculties has been eiin^d by ^ astriiit^ent. You 
may depend on it, 1 will put you in the waym a>{nod livelihood, 
witliout draw int^ deep ujMUi your intelleelnal ereilil. So much 
the better, cri(‘d he ; wit smells like carrion in my nostrils, or 
rather like a ])untrent and deleterious iicrfuuie ; fra|i;raut to the 
sense, hut corrosive to the vitals. 1 heartily wish, iny dtuir 
^ Fabricio, resumed J. tliat you may always keep in that mind. 
Only wash your bands completely of poetry, ami you may de- 
pend on it, I will enable )ou lo keep yoifr liead above water 
without picking or stealing. In the mean while, u8ded I, slip- 
ping a purse of sixty pistoles into his hand, accept this as a slight 
mstanec of my rt*gard. • 

0 friend like the friends in days of yore, crieii the son of 
barber uufz, out oj his wits with joy and gratitude, it was 
heaven itself which sent you into this hospital, whence your 
goodness is now discliarging me ! ]]efure wt* jiarted, 1 gave him 
my address, and invited him to ccrnie and see me tiVsoon as his 
iiealth would permit. He opeiu»d his^ eyes as an o) ster d«es its 
shell, when I told him that 1 lodged under the minister's roof. 
0 illustrious €ril Bias ! said lie, great as Pornney and fortunate 
as Sy 11a? whose lot it is to be hand in glove with the dictators of 
modern times ! I rejoice most disinterestedly in your good for- 
tune, because it is so very evident what a noble use you make 
of it. 
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Ch. VIII.— Bias geti forward progrmmly in his mafier*saf idiom 
Scipio's return to Madr^^ and account of hh journey. 

The Count of Olivarez, whom I shall henceforward call my lord 
duke, because the king was pleased to confer that dignity on him 
about this time, was infested wuth a weakness which I did not 
suffer to pass \<iihout taking toll ; it was a furious desire of be- 
ing beloved. The moment he fancied that any one really liked 
him, his heart was caught in a trap. This was not lost upon my 
keen sense of character. It was not enough to do precisely as 
ho ordered ; I superadded a zeal in the execution which made 
nim mine. I laid myself out to his liking in every thing, and 
provided beforehand for his most eccentric wishes. 

By conduct like this, which almost always answers, I became 
by degrees my master’s favourite ; and he, on the other hand, ^ 
as if lie had got round to my blind side also, wormed himself 
into my affections, by giving me his owm. So forward did 1 get 
into his good graces, as to halve his confidence w ith Signor Car- * 
ncro, his principal secretary. 

Carnero had played my game ; and that so successfully, as to 
be entrusted with the greater mysteries. We two therefore were 
the kei'pers of the prime minister’s conscience, and held the keys 
of all his secrets ; with this difference, that Carnero w^as con- * 
suited on state afti^s, myself about his private concerns, dividing 
the business into iw’o separate departments ; and we were each 
of us equally pleased with our own. We lived together without 
jealousy, and certainly without attacliment. I had every reason 
to be satisfied with my quarters, where continual intercourse gave 
me an opportunity of prying into the duke’s inmost soul, which 
w^as a masked battery to all mankind besiile, but plain as a pike- 
staff to me, when ho no longer questioned the sincerity or my 
attacliment to him. 

Santillane, said ho one day, you were witness to the Duke of 
Lerma’s possession of an authority, more like that of an absolute 
nidnareli than a favourite ininistei;; and yet I am still happier 
, than he wa8<at Jlhe very summit of his gtX)d fortune. Ho had 
two formidable enemies in his own son, tha Duke of Uzeda, and 
in the confessor of Philip the Third ; but there is no one now 
about the king w ho has credit enoiigh to stand in my way, or 
oven, ns I a'ni aware, the slightest inclination to do me mischief. 

It ib true, continued he, that on my accession to the ministry, 
it was my first care to remove all hangers-on from about the 
' prince but those of my own family or connections. '^By means of 
viceroyalties or embassies I got rid of all the nobility'who, by 
their personal merit, could have interfered with me in the good 
graces of the sovereign, whom I mean to engross entirely to my- 
self ;ifSO that I may say at the present moment, no statesman of 
the time holds me in check by tlie ascendancy of his personal in- 
luenoe. You see, Gil Bias, 1 open my mind iCfjovu As 1 have 
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Teaso^ to think that jou are mine heart and sou), I have chosen 
to pat yoadn possession of everythiu^f. You are a clever youth ; 
with reflection, penetration, and Siscretion : in sliort, von are 
jAt the very CPt‘ature to acquit yourself of all poHsible li<tlet»triced 
in all possible directions; you are also a youn;^ fellow of very pro- 
mising parts, and must in the nature of things be in tny inuVests. 

There was no standing the attm^k which tlie.se flatl<'ring rtq>re- 
sentations were calculated to make upon the weakly defended 
fortress of my philosophy. Unauthorized whims of avarice and 
ambition mounted suddenly into my head, and brought forward 
certain sentiments of political speculation which were supposed 
to have been in abeyance. I gave tin* minister an assurance that 
1 should fulfil his intentions to the utmost of mv ]>ower, and 
held niyaelf in readiness to c.vccuto wit lion t examination or in- 
ference all the ordtTS it raiglit be bis pleasure to give me. 

While I was thus dis|) 0 .scd to take fortune in Iwr nflablc fit, 
Scipio returned from his peregrination. I havt' no long story for 
you, said he. The lords of Leyva were delighted at your rt'cep- 
tion from the king, and nt the manner in which the Count of 
Olivarez and you came to understand one anothcT. 

My friend, said I, you would have delighted them still more, 
hod you been able to t»dl them on what a fixjting I am now with 
my lord. My advances since your departure have lH?en prodi- 
gious. Happy man lie his dole, my dear mtstcr, answered be t 
my mind forebodes that we shall cut a figure. 

Let us change the subject, said I, and talk of Oviedo. You 
have been in the Asturias. 11 ow did you leave ray mother? 
Ah, sir ! replied he, with an undertaker’s decency of coui^nancc, 

I have a melancholy tale to tell you from that quarter. () heaven ! 
exclaimed I. my mother then is dead! 8ix months since, said 
my secretary, did the good lady pay the of nature, and your 
uncle, Signor Gil Perez, about the same ))criod. ^ 

My mother 8 death preyed upon my suseejitiblo nature, though 
in my childliood I had not received from her those little fondling 
indications of maternal love, so necessary to amalgamate with the 
more serious convictions of filial duty. The canon, too, • 
came in for his shars in bringing me up according U> the rules of 
godliness and honesty. My serious grief was not lasting : but I 
never lost sight of a certain tend|r recollection, ;|dienover the 
idea of my dear relations shot acrosS my mind. 

Ch. IX.— //eic my lord duke married h\s only daughter ^ and to whom : 

%dlh the bitter coneequencet of that marriage, • 

Very shortly after the son of Cosclina s return, my lord duke 
fell into a brown study, and it lasted a complete week. I con- 
ceived, of course, that he was brooding over some great measure 
of government; but family concerns were the object %f his 
musing. Gil Bias, said he one day after dinner, you may per- 
eeive wat my mind is a good deal distracted, xes, my good 
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fnrnd, I am pondering over an affair of the utmost consequence 
to my feelings. You shall know all about it. » 

My daughter, Donna Maril pursued he, is marriageable, and 
:>f course beset with suitors. The Count de Niebles, eldest sA 
of tlie Duke de Medina Sidonia, head of the Guzman family, and 
Don Lewis de Haro, eldest son of tlie Marquis de Carpio and 
my eldest sister, are the two most likely competitors. The latter 
in particular is superior in point of merit to all his rivals, so that 
the wdiole court has fixed on him for my son-in-law. Neverthe- 
less, without entering into private motives for treating him, as 
well as the Count de Niebles, with a refusal, my present views 
are fixed upon Don Ramircs Nunez do Guzman, Marquis of 
Toral, head of the Guzmans d’Abrados, another branch of the 
family. To that nobleman and his progeny by my daugiiter I 
mean to leave all my property, and to entail on them the title of 
Count d’Olivarez, with the additional dignity of grandee ; so that 
my grandchildren and their descendants, issue of the Abrados 
and Olivarez branch, will be considered as taking precedence in 
the liouse of Guzman. 

Tell me now, Santillaue, added he, do you not like my project ? 
Excuse me, my lord, pleaded I, with a slirug, the design is worthy 
of the genius which gave birth to it ; my only fear is, lest the 
puke of Medina Sidonia should think fit to be out of humour nt 
it. Let him take it as ho list, resumed the minister ; I giro 
myself ^ery little concern about that. His branch is no favourite 
with me : they have choused that of Abrados out of their prece- 
dence and many of their privileges. I shall be far less affected 
by his ilji humours than by the disappointment of my sister, the 
Marchioness de Caroio, w hen she sees ray daughter slip through 
lier son’s fingers. Dut let that bo ns it may. I am determined 
to please myself, and Don llamires shall be the man ; it is a 
settled point., 

^ My lord duke, having announced this firm resolve, did not 
earr^ it into cflect without giving a new proof of his singular 
policy. He presented a memorial to tlie king, entreating liim 
* and the queeif in. concert, to do him the honour of taking the 
choice of a husband for his daughter on themselves, at the same 
time acquainting them with the pretensions of the suitors, and 
professing to^ abide by their ^^lection ; but he took care, when 
naming tiie Marquis de Toral, to evince clearly whither his own 
w ishes ^minted. The king, therefore, with a blind deference for 
his minister, answered thus : “ I think that Don Ratpires Nunez 
Reserves Donna Maria : but determine for yourself. Thft match 
of your own choosing will be most agreeable to me.” 

(Signed) The Kino. 

The minister made a point of shewing this answer everywhere ; 
acd affecting to consider it rs a royal mandate, hastened his 
daughter’s marriage with the Marais de Torid ; a death-blow 
j> the hopes of the Marchioness de Carpio, 3id tlie rest of tha 
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Giizifians who bad boon Bpeculatin^ on an aliiaueo with Poniia 
Maria. These rival players of a losing game, not being able to 
break off Ine match, put the best Taco they could upon it. and 
imde the fashionable world to resound with their costly celebra- 
tions of the event. A supt^rhcial olwerver might have fancied 
that the whole family was delighted with the arrangement ; but 
the pouters and ill-wishers were soon revenged most cruelly at 
my lord duke’s expense. Donna Maria was brought to be<i of a 
daughter at the end of ten mouths ; the infant was still-born, 
and the motluir died a few days afterwards. 

What a loss for a father who had no eyes, as one may say, but 
for his daughter, and in her loss felt the miscarriage of his de- 
sign to ouash tlie right of precedence in the branch of Medina 
Sidonia I Stung to the quick by his misfortune, he shut him- 
self up for several days, and was visible to no one but myself; 
a sincere sympathiser, from the recollect ion of my own experi- 
ence in his sorrow. The oiTasion drew forth fresh tears to An- 
tonia’s memory. TJie death of the Marchioness de Toral, under 
circumstances so similar, tore oiien a wound imi>erfeetly skinned 
over, and so exasperated my affliction, that the minister, though 
ho had enough to do with his own sufferings, could not help 
taking notice oP mine. It seemed unaceountable how exactly 
his feelings were eclioed. Gil Bias, said he one day, when my 
tears seemed to feed uiion indulgence, my greatest consolation 
consists in haviug a Ix'tsuim frioml so much alive to all my dis- 
tresses. Ah ! rny lord, aii8wer<‘d I, giving him the full credit of 
my amiable temlerne.ss, 1 must be ungrateful and degenerate iu 
my nature if J did not lament as for myself. Can I be aware 
that you mourn over a daughter of accomplished mcril, whom 
YOU loved so tenderly, without shedding tears of fellow feeling ? 
No, my lord, I am too much naturalized to you on the side of 
obligation, not to take a permanent interest in all y<jur pleasures 
and disappointments. ^ 

Ch. X.— Gi7 Blau meets with the poet Nunez by accident^ and leame 
that he has written a tragedy^ whtch is on the point of^ being brought 
out at the theatre royal, Ihe ill fortune of ike pUee, and the good 
fortune of its author.^ 

The minister began to pick up his crumbs, and myself conse- 
quently to get into feather again, vrb?n one evenin'^ I went out 
done m the carriage to take an airing. On the road I met the 
poet of the Asturias, w’ho had been lost to my knowledge ever 
since his discharge from the hospital. He was very (lecently * 
dressed'. I called him up, gave him a seat in my carnage, and 
we drove together to Saint Jerome's meadow. 

Master Nunez, said I, it is lucky for me to have met you ac- 
cidentally ; for otherwise I should not have had the pltasore 
• . . « No severe speeches, Santillane, interrupted he with con-* 
sidenble eagerness : 1 must own frankly that 1 did not mean to 
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keep up your acquaintance* and I will tell you tlie reason. Ton 

E romised me a good situation provided I abjured poetry, but I 
ave found a very excellent <"006, on condition of keeping my 
, talents in constant play. I accepted the latter alternative, as 
squaring best with rny own humour. A friend of mine got me 
, an employment under Don Bertrand Gomez del Bibero, treasurer 
'of the king's galleys. This Don Bertrand, wanting to have a 
wit in his pay, and finding my turn for poetical composition very 
much in unison with his own sense of what is excellent, has 
choseq me in preference to five or six authors who offered them- 
selves as candidates for the place of his private secretaiy. 

I am delighted at the news, my dear Fahricio, said 1 , for this 
Don Bertrand must be very rich. Rich indeed ! answered he ; 
they say that he does not know himself how much he is worth. 
However that may be, my business under him is as follows. He 
prides liimselj on his turn for gallantry, at the same time wish- 
ing to pass for a man of genius : he therefore keeps up an epis- 
tolary intercourse of wit with several ladies who have an in- 
finite deal, and borrows my brain to inilit(^ such letters as may 
amplify the opinion of his sprightliness and t legaucc. I write to 
one for him in verse, to another in prose, and sometimes carry 
the letters myself, to prove the agility of my- lieels as well as 
the ingenuity of my head. 

But you 00 not toll me, said I, what I most want to know. 
Are you well paid for your epigrammatic cards of compliment P 
Yes, most plentifully, answered he. Rich men are not always 
open-handed ; and I know’ some who are downright curmud- 
geons ; but Don Bertrand has behaved in the most handsome 
manner. Besides a salary of two liiindri'd pistoles, I receive 
some little occasional penpiisitcs from him, sullicient to set me 
above the world; and enable me to live on an equal footing with 
some choice spirits of the literary circles, who are willing, like 
myself, to set care at delianee. But then, resumed 1 , has your 
‘ trea,surer critical skill enough to distinguish the beauties of a 
pehbrmanco from its blemishes ? The least likely man in the 
„ world, answered Nunez : a tlippant-tongued aimitlerer, with a 
miserable assortment of materials for judging. Yet he gives 
Jiimself out for chief justice and lord presulent of Apollo’s tri- 
bunal. His^decisions are adventurous, if not always lucky; 
while his opinions are mniniahied in so high a tone and so 
bullying a challenge of infjiHihility, that nine times out of ten 
the issue of an argument is silence, though nut conviction, on the 
'part of the opponent, as a measure of precaution'' against the 
gathering storui of foul language and contemptuous enecri. 

You may readily suppose, continued he, that I take especial 
care never to contradict him, though it almost exceeds human 
patience to forbear : for, to say nothing of the unpalatable phrases 
that might be hailed down on my defenceless head, I should 
stand a very good chance of being shoved by the shoulders out 
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af dooh. I therefore am diecrcet enough to approve what he 
praises, and«to condemn without my^i^atiou or appeal whatever 
he is pleased to hntl fault with. * Bj* this easy eoinplianee, for 
.poAs are compelled to acquire a knack of knockint; under to 
those by whom they live, not oven excepting their booksellers, I 
have gained the es^em aiul friendship of mv patron, lie has 
employed me to wri^ a tragedy ou a plot of liis own. 1 liave 
executed it under his inspection ; and if the piece sui.'Ceeds, a 
per centage on the laud and honour must accrue to liim. 

I asketl our poet what was the title of his tragecly. He in- 
formed me that it was “The Count of Saldagiia,’* and that it 
would come out in two or three days. I told liim that 1 wished 
it all possible success, and thought so favourably of his genius, 
as to entertain considerable hopes. 8o do f, said he, but hope 
never tells a more flattering tale than in the ear of a dramatic 
author. You might as well attempt to fix the wind by nailing 
Jhe ^»eathorcock, as speculate on the reception of a new piece 
with an audience. 

At length, the day of perforninnee arrived. I eould not go to 
the play, being prevented by olliciol business. The only thing 
to be done was t<^ send Seipio, that he niiglit bring me back 
^ word how it went off ; for I was sincerely int<*re»ti*d in the 
event. After waiting impaliently for Ins return, in he came 
with a long face whicli boded no good. Well, said I, how was 
“The Count of Saldagna'* welcomed by the critics? Very 
rouglily, answered he ; never was there a play more brutally 
handled ; I left the house in high angrr at tne injustice and in- 
solence of the pit. It serves him right, rejoinecil. Nunez is 
^oio better than a madman, to be always running his head against 
the stone walls of a theatre. If he was in Ins 'senses, could he 
have preferred the hisses and catcalls of an uifeeling mob, to the 
ease and dignity he miglit liavo commanded undor my patronage P 
Thus did I inveigh with' friendly vehemence against the poet of 
the Asturias, and disturb the even tenor of my mind for an 
event, wliich the sufll^rer hailed with joy, and inserted among 
the well- omened particulars of his journal. • 

He came to see me ithin two days, and appeared in liigh 
spirits. Santillane, cried he, I am e<»mc to receive your con- 
gratulations. My fortune is made, my friend, tbougit rny j)lay 
Js marred. You know what a mistake they made on the Jtirst 
and last night of “The Count of Saldagna hissed instead of 
applauding ! Vou w'ould have thought all the w*ild beasts of the 
forest hack been let loose, with their ears fortified against the 
softening power of poetry : but the more they bellowed, the 
^ better I fared, and they have roared me into a provision for life. 

liiere was no knowing what to make of this incident in^he 
drama of our poet s adventures. Wliat is all this, FabricioF 
said 1: how can tjieiitrical damnation have conjured up such 
Elysian ecstacy ? It is exactly so, answered he : I told you be* 



S62 OIL BIAS, ’ 

fore tliafc JJon i^ertrand had thrown in some of the circumslancea ; 
and he waa fully convincgd that there was no defect but in^ 
the taste of the spectators. They might be very good judges ; ' 
but, if they were, he was no judge at all ! Nunez I said he*hl 
morning ; 

Victrix causa Biis placult, sed victa Catoni.* 

Your piece has been ill received by the public ; but against that 
you may place my entire approbation ; and thus you ought to 
set your heart at rest. By way of something to balance the bad 
taste of the age, I shall settle an annuity of two thousand crowns 
on you : go to my solicitor, and let him draw the deed. We have 
been about it : the treasurer has signed and sealed ; my first 
quarter is paid i;i advance 

I wished Fabricio joy on the unhappy fate of The Count of 
Saldagna,” ^^and probably most authors would have envied his ' 
failure more than all the success that ever succeeded. You are 
in the right, continued he, to prefer my fortune to my fame". 
Wliat a lucky peal of disapprobation in double choir ! If the 
public had chosen to ring the changes on my merits rather than 
my misdeeds, what would they have done for my pocket P A 
mere paltry nothing. The common pay ofHlie theatre might 
have kept me from starving ; but the w ind of popular malice has*^ 
blown mo a comfortable pension, engrossed on safe and legal 
parchment. 

Ch. ^l.'-^Santillane gives Scipio a situation t the latter sets out for 
New Spain, 

Mt pecretary could not look at the unexpected good luck of 
Nunez the poet without envy : he talked of nothing else for oi 
week. The whims of that baggage, fortune, said he, are most 
unaccountable : sho delights to turn her lottery wheel into the 
lap of a serry author, while she deals out her disappointments 
like a 8tcp*mother to the race of good hues. I should have no 
objection, though, if she would throw' me up a prize in one of her 
vertical progresses. That is likely enough to happen, said 1, and 
sooner tfiafl you imagine. Hero you are in her temple ; for it is 
scarcely too presumptuous to call the Iioiik* of a prime minister 
the temple of fortune, where favours are conferred ^ wholesale, 
and vqtai^ics grow fat on tl^e spoils of her altar. That is very 
true, sir, answered he ; but we must have patience, and wait 
till Uie happy moment comes. Take my advice while it is worth 
having, Scipio, replied I, and make your mind easy : perhaps 
you arc on the eve of some good appointment. And sc it turned ^ 

♦ Members of parliament, and the ladies, will probably expect a trsns- jl 
lation of these hard words; but I refer the former to their dictionaries, lo^ 
which they bade a long farewell on leaving Eton or llarrow ; and the 
laKfir to an extended paraphrase of five acts in the tragedy of Cato. Those 
of the softer sex who may think the Stoic philosophy rude and uncontti, 
will feel their nerves vibrate in unison with the love soeoee.— TVoMsAi/er! 
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out.; ibr within a few days an opportunity offered of employing 
him advantwreoubly in my lord duke's service ; and I did not 
suffer the happy moment to pass by? 

I was engaged in chat one morning with Don EHymond 
Oaporis, the prime minister’s steward, and our iH}nversaiiou 
turned on the sources of his excellency’s income. My lord, said 
he, enjoys the commanderics of all the military orders, yielding 
a revenue of forty thousand crowns a year ; and ho is only ob- 
liged to wear the cross of Alcantara. Moreover, his three offices 
of mat chamberlain, master of tlic horse, and high chancellor 
of me Indies, bring him in an income of two hundred thousand 
crowns ; and yet all this is nothing in comparison of the immense 
sums which he receives through other transatlantic channels ; 
but you’will be puzzled to guess how. When vessels clear out 
from Seville or Lisbon for those parts of the W'orld, he ships 
wine, oil, grain, and other articles, the produce of hisiown estaU^ ; 
and his consignments are duty free. With that perquisite in his 
'pocket, he sells his merchandise for four times its current price 
in Spain, and then lays out the money in spices, colouring ma- 
terials, and other things wdiich cost next to nothing in the new 
world, and are sold very dear in Europe. Already has he realised 
some millions by fliis traffic, without detracting from the dues of 
‘ his royal master. 

You w ill easily account for it, continued he, that the peo(lle 
concerned in carrying on tliis trade lutum with great fortunes in 
their pockets ; for my lord thinks it but reasonable that they 
should divide their diligence bctwxH^n his business and tlieir own. 

That shrewd son of chance and opportunity, of whom ve are 
speaking, overheard our conversation, and could not help inter* 

^ rupting Don lUymond to the following purjicrt. Upon my word, , 
Signor Caporis, I should like to be one those people ; for 
I am fond of travelling, and have long wished to see Mexico. 
Your inclinations as a tourist shall soon be gratified, said the 
steward, if Signor de Santillane will not stand in the way of 
your wishes. However particular I may think it my duty to be 
about the persons whom I send to the West Indies ih that capa- 
city, and they are all <sf my appointment, you ’shall Iw pl^d on 
the list at all adventures, it your master wishes it. You will 
confer on me a particular favour, said I to Don ^ympnd ; be so 
good aa to do it in kindness to me! Scipio is (t young fellow^ 
nuch in my good graces, very capable, in business, and will be 
ound irreproachame in bis conduct. In a word, I would as soon 
answer fpr him as myself. 

That being the caso, replied Caporis, he has only to repair im- 
mediately to Seville : the ships are to sail for South America in 
* a month. I shall give him a letter at his departure for a man 
who will put him in the way of making a fortune, without^ the 
lightest interference in his excellency's dues and profitSt which 
ought to be biSd stored by him. 
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Scipio, delighted with his birth, was in haste to set but* for 
Seville with a thousand cro^s with which I furnished him, to 
make purchases of wine ana oil in Andalusia, and enable him to 
trade oA his own bottom in the West Indies. And yet, offer- 
joyed as ho was to make a voyage, and as he hoped his fortune 
therewithal, he could not part from me without tears ; and the 
separation raised the waters even from my dry fountains. 

Ch. XII.— Alphmso de Leyva comes to Madrid; the motive ^ hie 
journey a severe affliction to Gil Blas^ and a cause yf r^oidng subse* 
quent thereon. 

No sooner had I parted with Scipio than one of the minister's 

E ages brought me a note conceived in the following terms : ** If 
ignor de Santillano will take the trouble of calling at the sign 
of Saint Gabriel, in tlie street of Toledo, he will there see a 
friend who ic not indifferent to him.** 

Who can this nameless friend possibly be P said I to myself.. 
What can be the meaning of all this mystery P Obviously to 
occasion me the pleasure or a surmise. I attended the summons 
immediately, and on ray arrival at the place appointed, was 
not a little astonished to find Don Alphonse de l^eyva there. 

Is it possible ! exclaimed I : you here, my lord P Yes, my dear 
Gil Bias, answered he with a close compression of ray hand 
in^his, it is Don Alphonse himself. Well I but what brings you 
to Madrid P said I. You will be not a little startled, rejoined 
he, and no less vexed at the occasion of my journey. They have 
taken my government of Valencia from me, and the prime mi- 
nister has sent for me to give an account of my conduct. For a 
whole quarter of an hour I w'as like a man stupified ; then re- ^ 
^ covering the powers of speech : Of what, said I, are you accused P ' 
I know nothing at a*l about it, answered ho ; but my disgrace is 
probably owing to a visit paid about three weeks ago to the Car- 
dinal Duke of Lerraa, who was banished about a month since to 
his seat at Denia. 

‘Yes, indeed! cried I in a pet, you may well attribute your 
misfortune to that ii^rudent visit : there is no occasion to look 
out for causes and eflTects elsewhere ; but ‘give me leave to say 
that you have not acted with your usual good sense, in claiming 
acquain tailed with that favourite out of favour. The leap is 
taken, and thA neck broken, said he ; and I have nothing to do 
but fo make the best of a bad bargain : I shall retire with my 
family to our paternal estate at Leyva, where t}\e remnant of 
my days will glide away in peace and obscurity. What taunts 
and teases me, is the requisition of appearing before a hau^ty 
• minister, who may, receive me with all the insolence of office. 
How humiliating to the pride of a Spaniard! And yet it is a ‘ 
measure of necessity ; but before the degrading ceremony took 
place, I wanted to talk it over with you. Sirj ^id I, do not 
announce your arrival to the minister, till i have ascertained 
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tha ntiture of the reports to your diacreilit ; for there are few 
evils without a remedy. Whatever may be your alleged crimes, 
you will give me leave, if you please, to act in the aifair as 
grtititude and friendship shall dictate. With this assurance, 1 
left him at his inn, and promised to let him hear from me soon. 

As I had taken no active part in state alfairs since the two 
iftemorials, in whicli my eloquence was so signally displayed, 1 
went to look for Carnero, with a view to enquire whether Don 
Alphonse’s government was really taken from him. He answered 
in the affirmative, but professed not to know the reason. Find- 
ing how things stood, I determined to apply at head-quarters, 
and to learn the grounds of grievance froiif his lordship s own 
mouth. 

My ^irits wore really liarassed ; so that there was no need of 
putting on the trappings and the suits of wi»c, to attraet my lurd 
duke’s notice. Wnat is the matter, Santillane P siflid he as soon 
as he saw me. I perceive a marked unhappiness on your conn- 

* tenance, and tears just rcmly to trickle down your checks. Has 
any one behaved ill to you P Tell me, and you shall have your 
revenge. My lord, answered 1 in a melaneholy tone, even though 
my grief would seek to hide itself, it must nave vent : my de* 
spair is past endurance. The report goes that Don Alphonso is 
no longer Governor of Vahuicia ; a severer stroke could not have 
been inflicted on me. M hat say you, Gil Was P wplied the 
minister in astonishment : what inkrest can you take in this Don 
Alphonso and his government P On this question, I detailed at 
length my obligations to the Isirds of Levvu, and modostly stated 
my own iuterferenee witli the Duke of Leruia, to obtain Abo ap- 

, pointment for my friend. inn .i. 

' When his excellency had heard me Ihrongli with the most * 
polite and kind attention, he spoke thus: JVIake yourself ewy, 
Gil Bias. Besides my entire ignorance of what yem have just 
told me, I must own that 1 considered Don Alphonso as the car- , 
dinars creature. Only put yourself in my place; wa* ^ 
visit to his eminence a most suspiejous circumstance r i et 1 am 
willing to believe that owing his preferment to tlitt toinisUT, he 
might have rcmembeiVd him in his diversity from a motive ot 
pure gratitude. I am sorry for having displaced a man who 
owed his elevation to you; 'but if I have pnlledidown your 
handy work I can build it up again. 1 mean to do still more than 
the Duke of Lenna for you. Your friend Don Alplionso was 
onlv Governor of Valencia ; I appoint him Viceroy of Airagon . 
you maji send him word so yourself, and order him hither to 

take the oaths. • r 

At these words, my feelings changed from extreme gnet to an 
excess of joy, wdiich completely caricatured the mediocrity of 
common sense, and made me utter an in(j)herent rliapsodyol 
thanks : but the i|ant of method in tl.e rawness of “X ‘‘““f « 
was not taken amisa •, and on my hinting that Don Alphonaowas 
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at tliB 8am4 itte, and we were becoming more exhausted ever? 
mmute. Nevertheless^ disabled as we were, we had strengta 
ei^ough to reach the town of VillaYego. which lies within a gan« 
shot or two from the field of battle. At the very first house of 
call we sent for surgeons. The most expert came at our sum- 
mons. ' He examined our wounds, and reported them as danger- 
ous. After taking off the bandages and dressing them a second 
time, he pronounced those of Don Bias to be mortal. Of mine 
he thought more favourably, and the event corresjionded with 
his prognostic. 

Combados, finding himself consigned to the grave, thought 
only of due preparation for a most serious event. Ho sent an 
express to his wife, with an account of what had happened, par- 
ticularizing his present sad conditum. Donna Helena soon ar- 
rived at Villarejo. Her mind was drawn different wavs by tw o 
opposite occasions of distress ; the hazard of her husband’s 
life, and the fear of feeling the revival of a half extinguisht'd 
fiarae at the sight of me. This sight oc'casioned her to experience 
a terrible agitation. Madam, said Don Bias wlnm she appeared 
in his presence, you are come just in time to receive rny fare- 
well. 1 am at tlie point of death, and I consider rnv fate as a 
punishment from* heaven for having 4aken you from Jlon Gaston 
by a feint ; far from murmuring at it, I exhort you with my lost 
breatli to restore to him a heart which i had stolen from him. 
Donna Helena answered him only by her tears : and indeed it 
w as the best answer she could make ; for she had neither for- 
gotten her first love, nor the artifices whereby she hod been in- 
fluenced to renounce her plighted faith. . i * » 

It happened, as the surgeon had anticipated, that in less than 
three dap Combados died of hig wounde, while mine on the eon- 
trary wore the appearance of convalwcence. The yoniju widow, 
whom no earthly congideratioug could detach from the care of 
trangporting her late hugbond’g remains to Coria, that they might 
be deposited with due honours in the family rault, left Villargo 
on her return, after inqtiiring, merely as a malUT of course, how 
I was going on. As soon os I was well enougliSt<f be removed, 
I bent my course to»Coria, where my recov(*l-y was soon i^er- 
tained. My aunt, Donna Eleonora, and Don C^iorge de Galisteo, 
were determined that my marria#io with Helena# |hould take 
place forthwith, lest seme new capricfi of fortune should pjrt us 
once more. The ceremony was privately performed, on account 
of the late melancholy event, and within a few days I returned 
to Madrid wife Donna Helena. As my leave of absence m 
expired, I was afraid lest the minister should have superseded 
me in my lieutenancy ; but he not fiUed up the vsean^y, and 
received my apologies very graciously. ^ o jl • i. 

Thus am I, continued Cogollos, lieutenant of the Danish 
ouards, and my situation is exactly to my mind. The circle of 
mr friends is refoectabla and pleasant, and I liih at my ease 



OIL BLJkS. 


670 

among tliem. Would I could saj as much ! exclaimed Don^An- 
drew: but I am very far from being satisfied with my htfl 
ha?e lost my appointment, i^ich was not without ifc advan- 
tages, and have no friends of sufficient interest to procure me^g 
better birth. Excuse me, Signor Don Andrew, cried I, with a 
sort of upbraiding smile, you have a friend in me who may 
chance to be better than no friend at all. I have told you al- 
ready that I am a greater favourite with my lord duke than 
with the Duke of Lcrma ; and will ^u tell me to my face that 
you have no interest at court? Have you not already expe- 
rienced the contrary ? Eecollect that, through the archbishop 
of Grenada’s powerml recommendation, 1 procured you a nomi- 
nation for Mexico, where you would have made your fortune, if 
love had not stepped in and marred it at Alicant. My means 
are now more extensive, since I have the ear of the prime mi- 
nister. I giv% myself up to you then, replied Tordesillas ; but 
do not sena me into New Spain, though the first appointment 
in the colonies wore at your disposal. 

Here we were interrupted by Donna Helena, who came into 
the room, and improved even upon the visions of my fancy by 
the reality of her charms. Cogollos introduced me as the com- 
panion who had solaced the tedious hours of h^ imprisonment. 
Yes, madam, said I to Donna Helena, my conversation did in- 
deed soothe his sorrows, for it turned on you. Tiie conipliment 
was not thrown awwy, and I took my leave with repeated con- 
gratulations. With respect to Tordesillas, I assured him that 
within a week he should know how far my power as well as will 
extended- 

Nor were these mere words. On the very next day, the op- 
portunity occurred. Santillane, said his excellency, the place of 
governor in the royal prison of Valladolid is vacant : it is worth 
more than tl^ree hundred pistoles a year ; and is yours if you 
^will aoc^t of it. Not if it w'ere worth ten thousana ducats, an- 
swered I, for it would carry me away from your lordship. But, 
repied the minister, you may fill it by deputy, and only visit 
> occasionally. • ffhat is as it may bo, rejoined I; but I sliall 
onlv accept it on condition of resigning in favour of Don Andrew 
de Tordesil^, a brave and loyal gentleman ; I should like to 

S veihim thi^lace in acknowledgment of his kindness to me in 
le tower oi Segovia. • • 

Thit plea made the miidater laugh heartily, and say : As far 
^ as 1 see, Gil Bias, you mean to make yourself a general patron. 
Even so be it, my friend *, the vacancy is yoprs fdl Tordesillas ; 
but tell me unfeigoedly what fellow feeling you hav# in the 
business, for you ore not such a fool as to throw away your in- 
terest for nothing. My lord, answered 1, Don Andrew chaiged 
me ttdthing for liU his acts of friendship, and should not a man 
repay his obligations P You are become highly moral and self- 
mortified, re^ed his excellency ; raUier moA so tl^ unto 
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Rst adminUtratioii. Precisely so, rejoined I; then eril 
communication corrupted my prii^iplea ; bargain and sale were 
the order of the day, and I conformed to the established prao- 
ifee : now, all preferment is allot ted on the fooling of a meri« 
torious free gifl, and my integrity shall not be the l^t to fall in 
with the fasUon. 

Ch. XIV. — SantiUane*9 viaii to poei Aanes, I He company and canvfr* 
iaiion. 

One day, after dinner, a fancy seized me to go and see the 
of the Asturias, feeling a sort of curiosity to know on what floor 
he lodged. I repaired to the house of Signor Don Bertrand 
Gomez del Bibero, and asked for Nunez* lie does not live hero 
now, said the porter, but over the way, in apartments at the 
back of the house. I went thither, and crossing a small court, 
entered an unfurnished parlour, whore my friendiFabricio was 
fitting at table, doing tlic honours to five or six guests from the 
hamlet and liberty of Parnassus. 

They were at tfie latter end of a feast, and of course at the 
beginning of an affray ; but as soon ns they perceived me, a 
dead silence succeeded to tlicir obstreperous argunientation. 
Nunez rose from bis seat with much pomp and circumstance of 
politeness to receive me, saying : Gentlemen, Signor do Saotil* 
fane! He does me tht» honour to visit me under this bunablo 
roof ; as the favourite of the prime ministef, you will all join 
with me in tendering your humble scrvict^s. At this introduc* 
tiou, the worshipful company got up and made their best bow’s ; 
for my rank could not fail of procuring mo r(*spcct the 
manufacturers of dedications. Though I wras neither hungry 
nor thirsty, it was iiuj)088ible not to sit down and drink a toast 

in such society. . # n i • j r 

My presence appearing to be a restraint, Gentli|m®Of wid I, 
it shoufd seem that 1 have interrupted your conversation i resume^ 
it, or you drive mo aw’ay* My learned friends, said Fabricic, 
were discussing tUo “Iphigenia” of Euripides, The bachelor, 
Melchior do Villegag, a clever man of the first^^Aik in the re* * 
public of letters, resumed the topic by asking Don Jacinto de 
llomerate which was the point of interest in that tragedy. Don 
Jacinto ascribed it to the imminent danger at lp|iij|(onia. The 
bachelor contended, offering to pro^e his proposition by all the 
evidence admissible at the bar of logic or criticism, that the 
danger of a trumpery girl had nothing to do with the real 
pathy of that affecting piece. What has (o do with it thon t 
bawled the old licentiate Gabriel of Leon indignantly. It turns 
with the wind, replied the bachelor. 

The whole company burst into a shout of laughter at this w- 
sertion, which they were far from considering as t^noiis i^and I 
myself thought that Melchior had only lauiiclictt it by way of 
fAlinir the zest of wit to the severity of critical discussion. But 
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I was out in my calculation respecting the character of thaf gpki* 
nont scholar : he had not a yrain of sprightlinesa or pleasantry 
in his whole composition. Laugh as you please* gentlemen, re- 
plied he, very coolly ; I maintain that there is no circumstwte 
but the wind, unless it be the weathercock, to interest, to strike, 
to rouse the passions of the spectator. Figure to yourselves a 
multitudinous army, assembled for the purpose of laving siege 
to Troy ; take into the account the eager liaste of tne officers 
and common men to carry their enterprise into execution, that 
they may return with their best 'legs foremost into Greece, * 
where they have left every thing most dear to them, their house- 
hold gods, their wives and their children : all this while a mis- 
chievous wind from the wrong quarter keeps them port-bound at 
Aulis, and, as it were, drives a nail into the very head of th6 expe- 
dition ; so that till better weather, it was impossible to go and 
lay siege to Priam’s town. Wind and weather therefore make 
up the interest of this tragedy. My good wishes are with the 
Greeks ; my whole faculties are wrapped up in the success of 
their design ; the sailing of their fleet is with mo the only hinge 
of the fable, and I look at the danger of Iphigcnia with some- 
what of a self-interested complacency, because ^ her death the 
winding up of the story into a brisk and favourable gale was 
likely to bo accelerated. 

As soon as Yilld^as had flnished his criticism, the laugh burst 
out more than eve* at his expense. Nunez was sly enough to 
side with him, that a fairer scope and broader mark might be 
presented to the shafts of malicious wit which were let fly from 
all the ouartcrs in the shipman’s card, at this poster of the sea 
and lana. But the bachelor, eyeing them all with sublime in- 
diflTerence and supreme contempt, gave them to understand how 
low in the list of the ignorant and vulgar tlicy ranked in his esti- 
mation. Every moment did I expect to see these vapouring 
f spirits kindle into a blaze, and w^age w ar against the hairy ho- 
noijrs of each other's brainless skulls : but the joke was not car- 
ried to that length ; they confined their hostilities to opprobrious 
* epithets, and^c^k their leave when they had eaten and drunk 
as much as they co&ld get. 

After their departure, I asked Fabricio why he had separated 
himself from^his treasurer^ jind whether they had quarrelled. 
Quarrfllod ! answered he : Heaven defend me from such a mis- 
fortune 1 1 am on better terms than ever with Signor Don Ber- 
s trand, who gave his consent to my living apart frogi him : here 
therefore 1 receive my friends, and take my pleasure with them 
unmolested. You know very well that 1 am not of a temper to 
lay up treasures for those who are to come after me ; and aa it 
happens luckily, I am now in circumstances to give my little 
clttsioal entertainments every day. 1 am delighted at it, my 
dear Nunea, replied I, and once more wish ym^ joy on the suo- 
eeai of your last trag^y : the great Lope, by his eight hundred 
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diyiiAatic pieces, never made a quarter of the money which you 
have gotpy the damnation of yoi|p Count de Sfddagna." 


BOOK THE TWELFTH. 

Ch. I. — Gil Blat sent io Tuhdo by the minit/er, 7Vke pwjfosf ^ kit 
Jouni&y and tin 6ucce$», 

For nearly a month his excellency had Wen saying to me every 
day ; Santillane, the time is approaching, when I shall call your 
choicest powers of address into action ; b\it the time that was 
comin'g never came. It is a long lane, however, where there is 
no turning ; and his excellency at lep]irth spoke to me nearly as 
follows : They say that there is, in the company af comedians at 
Toledo, a young actress of much note for her personal and pro- 
fessional fascinations; it is ailirmed that she dances and sings 
like all the muses and graces put togetlier, and that the whole 
tlieatre rings with applause at her performance : to these per- 
fections is addei} matchless and irresistible beauty. Such a star 
should only shine within the circle of a court. The king has a 
taste for the stage, for music, and for dancing ; nor must he be 
debarred from the pleasure of seeing and hearing such a prodigy. 

I have determined on sending you to Toledo? that you may judge 
for yourself whether she really is so extnu>i^inary an actress: 
on your feeling of her merit my measures shall bo taken ; for I 
have unlimited confidence in your discernment. • 

I undertook to bring his lordship a good account of this busi. 
ness, and made rny arrangements Dir setting out with one servant, 
but not in the niinist<‘r s livery, b}*^ way of conducting matters 
more warily ; nml that precaution relished well with his excel- 
lency. On my arrival at Toledo, 1 had scarcely alighted at the^ 
inn. when the landlord, taking me for some country gentleq)^, 
said : Please your honour, you are probably come to he present 
at the august ceremony of an Auto<ia Fe to*mor^>f. I answered • 
in the afBmative, tifh more completely to mfkiead him, and keep 
my own counsel. You w ill see, replied he, one of the prettiest 
processions you ever saw in your lijTc : there are sai<| to ne more 
than a hundred prisoners, and ten of them are to be roast^. 

In ^ood truth, next morning, before sun-rise, I heard all the 
bells m the^town peal merrily; and the design of their bob^ 
majorsbwas to acquaint the people that the pastime was alx>ut to 
begin. Curious to see wbat sort of a recreation it was, 1 dressed 
in a burry, and posted to the scene of action. AH about that 
quarter, and along the streets where the procession was to pass, 
were scaffolds, on one of which I purcliascd a standing. He Do- 
minicans walked 6rst, preceded by the banner of the inquisition, 
lliese Christian fathers were immediately followed by the hapless 
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victims of the holy office, selected for this da^’s bamtroffi^Hg. 
These devoted wretches walko^ one by one, with theii^head and 
feet bare, each of them with a taper in his hand, and a fiery, not 
baptismal godfather by his side. Some had lar^e yellow scapit* 
laries, worked with crosses of St. Andrew, in red ; others wore 
sugar-loaf caps of paper, illustrated with flames, and diabolical 
figures of all sorts by way of emblem. 

As I looked narrowly at these objects of religious gaze, with a 
compassion in my heaH which might 'have been construed crimi- 
nal, had it run over from my eyes, I fancied that the rever&nd 
Father Hilary and his companion brother Ambrose were among 
those who figured in the sugar-loaf caps. They passed too near 
for me to be deceived. What do I see P thought I inwardly : 
heaven, wearied out with the wicked lives of these two scoun- 
drels, has given them up the justice of the inquisition ! My 
whole frame tiembled at the thought, and my spirits were scarcely 
equal to support me from fainting. My connection with these 
knaves, the adventure at Xelva, all our pranks in partnership 
. rushed upon my memory, and I did not know how sufficiently to 
thank God for having preserved mo from St. Andrew’s crosses 
and the painted devils on the paper caps. 

When the ceremony was over, I returned to tlie inn, with my 
heart sickening at the dreadful sight ; but painful impressions 
soon wear away, and I thougiit only of my commission and its 
due accomplishment. I waited with impatience for play-time, as 
the moment and sfene of my commencing operations. On the 
opening of the doors I repaired to the theatre, and took my sent 
next to ,4 knight of Alcantara. We soon got into chat. Sir, 
said I, the players here have been represented to me in very 
lavourablo terras: may I give credit to general report? The 
company is not contemptible, replied the knight: they have 
some first-ra^ performers ; among the rest, the peerless Lucretiu, 
actress of fourteen, who w ill astonish you : and she plays one 
of her best parts to-night. 

On the drawing up of the curtain, two actresses came on, w ith 
* every advantal^^€»of dress and stage effect: but neither of them 
could possibly be the object of my search.* At length Lueretia 
made ner appearance at the back scene, and walked forwards 
amidst a thunder of applause. Ah ! this is she, indeed ! thought 
I ; an<^ a deneate specimen loveliness, as 1 am a sinner ! In 
her very first speech she proved herself a child of nature, with 
energy and conception far above her years ; and tb^ approbation 
of a provincial audience was confirmed by my metro^Iitap judg- 
ment. The knight was happy to find 1 liked her, and assured 
me that if I had heard her sing, my ears might have rejoiced to the 
sorrow of my heart. Her dancing, too, he represented as not 
]«S8 formidable to the free will of lordly man. I enquired what 
youth, blessed as the immortal gods, had the exouisite happiness 
of bringing himself to beggary for so sweet a gin. She is under 
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BO^i^wed protection, said he ; and scandal has riot coupled her 
name with piivate licence ; but Lncretia must take care of her- 
eelf, fur sfie is under the win^ of ner aunt Estella ; and there is 
an actress in the company so warmly fledged for hatching 
the tender passions into life. 

At the name of Estella, I enquired with some eagerness who 
ahe was. One of our best performers, said my informant. She 
does not play to-night, to our great loss, for her cast is that of 
abigails, and she humours them to perfection. A little too bn^, 
pernaps, but that is a fkult on the right side. From the features 
of the description, there could be no doubt but this must ho 
Laura ; that lady so notorious in these memoirs, whom I left at 
Grenada. 

To make assurance doublj* sure, I went behind the scenes after 
the play. There she was, in the green-room, tUrting with some 
men of fashion, who probably endured the aunt j»r the sake of 
the niece. I came uj) to pay my devotions ; but whim, or per- 
haps revenge for my cutting and running from Grenada, deter- 
mined her to put on the stranger, and receive my compliments 
w ith so discouraging a coldness, as to throw* me into some little 
confusion. In6||ca(l of laughing it off, 1 was fool enough to be 
angry, and withdrew in a cliuicric detc^rmination to return next 
day. Laura shall smart for this 1 said 1 ; her niece sliall not 
appear at court ; I will tell the minister tlmt she dances like a 
she bear, has formed her bravura between the scream of a pea* 
hen and the cackle of a goose, acts like a puppet, and compre* 
bends like an idiot. 

Such was my scheme of revenge, but it proved abortivo. Just 
as 1 was going out of t<»w’n, a footbov brought me the loilowing 
note : “ Forget and forgive, and follow tlie bearer.*' I obeyed, 
and found Laura at her dressing-table in v|ry elegant apartments 
near the theatre. ^ 

She rose to welcome me, saying : Signor Gil Bias, yon bav^ 
every reason to be offended at your reception behind the scenes, 
which was out of character between such old friends, but 1 rAlly 
was most abominably disconcerted. Just as y#uicame up, one* 
of our gentlemen bdd brought me some seaUdalous stories about 
my niece, whose honour has alw’ays been dearer to mo than my 
own. On coming to myself, I inimwliatcly sentti^y servant to 
find you out, with the inttmtion of Inaking you amends to-day. 
You have done so already, my dear»Laura, said 1, let u& there- 
fore talk ov|p old times. You may remember that 1 left vou in 
a verw ticklish predicament, when conscience and the mar oT 
punishment drove mo so precipitately from Grenada. How did 
you get off with your Portuguese lover F Easily enough, an* 
swered Laura : do ngt you know that in those cases men are 
mere fools, and acquit us women without even cailingjfor our 
defence ? 

1 faced the Marquis of Marislva out, that you were my very 
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brother, and drew upon my impudence for the support of my 
credit. Do you not see, said to my Portuguese dup^ that this 
is all the contrirance of jealousy and rage P My rival, ''Narcissi, 
infuriated at my possession of a heart which she had vainly 
attempted to gain, has bribed the candle-snuSer to assert that 
he has seen me as Arsenia s waiting-woman at Madrid. It is an 
abominable falsehood; the widow of Don Antonio Coello has 
always been too high in her notions, to be the hanger-on of a 
theatrical mistress. Besides, what completely disproves the 
whole allegation, is my brother’s precipitate retreat ; if he were 
here, it would be a suoject of evidence ; but Narcissi must have 
devised some stratagem to get him out of the way. 

These reasons, continued Laura, were not the most convincing 
in the world, but they did very well for the marquis ; and that 
good, easy nobleman continued his confidence till his return to 
Portugal. Tlus happened soon after your departure ; and Za- 
pata’s wife had the pleasure of seeing me lose what she could not 
win. After this, I stayed some years longer at Grrenada, till the 
£ company was broken up in consequence of some squabbles, which 
will take place in mimic as well as in real life : some went to 
Seville, others to Cordova ; and I came to Toledo, where I have 
been for these ten years with my niece Lucretia, whose perform- 
ance you must have seen last night. 

This was too much to be taken gravely. J^aura enquired why 
I lauglied. Can that be a question P said I. You have neither 
brother nor sister, one or other of which is a necessary ingredient 
i|^a aunt. Besides, when I calculate in my mind the lapse of 
tuHlinse our last separation, and compare that period with the 
age of your niece, it is more than possible that your relationship 
m^ be in a nearer degree of kin. 

1 understand you, ,^replied Don Antonio’s widow, with some- 
thing like a moral tinge of red in her cheek ; you are an accu- 
(irate chronplogist ! There is no garbling facts in defiance of your 
memory. Well then ! Lucretia is my daughter by the Marquis 
of Marialva : it was extremely wrong, but I cannot conceal it 
from you. confession must indeed bo a shock to your mo- 
desty, said I, after telling me yourself what pranks you played 
with the hospital stewara at Zamora. I must tell you moreover 
that Luereti^ is an article of so superior a quality, as to render 
you a public benefactor by having thrown her into the market. 
It were to bo wished that tlie stolen embraces of all your frater- 
nity might be blessed with fruitfidnes.<), if they coi^ld secure to 
themselves a patent for breeding after your sample. 

Should any sarcastic reader, comparing this passage with some 
circumstances related while I was the marquis’s secretary, sus- 
pect me of being entitled to dispute the honours of paternity 
with tuat nobleman, I blush to say, that &y claims are entirely 
out of the question. 

1 laid open my principal adventures to Lauri in my tun, ai 
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wellw the preeent state of my affairs. She listened with inte. 
mt, and Mid: Friend Santillwe^ you seem to play a principal 
part on flie stage of the world, and I congratulate you 
Heartily. Should Luoretia be engaged at M^rid« I ilatter my- 
self she will find a powerful protector in Signor de Santillane. 
Doubt it not, answered 1 : your daughter may have her engage- 
ment whenever you please : I can promise you that, without 
presuming too much on my interest. I take you at your word, 
replied Laura, and w<JUld set out to-mom>w. were I not under 
articles to this company. An order from court will cut the knot 
of any articles, rejoined I ; and that I take upon myself: you 
shall have it within a week. It is an act of chivalry to rescue 
Lucretia from Toledo : such a pretty little actress belongs to the 
royal court, as parcel of the manor. 

Luoretia came into the room lust as I was talking of her. The 
goddess Hebe herself never looked better in hertbesi days; it 
was nature in the bud, exhaling the sweets of her earliest bloom, 
but promising a more luxuriant wMte of treasure. She was just 
up ; and her natural beauty, without the aid of art, communi- 
cated the most rapturous sensations. Come, niece, said her mo* 
ther, thank the gentleman for all his kindness to us : he is an old 
friend of mine, who ranks high at court, and undertakes to get 
us both an engagement at the theatre royal. The little fj;irl 
seemed to be much pleased, and made me a low curtsey, saying 
with an enchanting smile : I most humbly thank yoU for your 
obliging intention ; but, by taking me from a partial audicmie, 
are you certain that I shall not be looked down upon by tj^gf 
Madrid P I may but lose by the exchange. 1 remember IMGr- 
ing my aunt say, that she has seen players most favourably re* 
ccived in one town, and hissed oil the stage in another : this 
absolutely frightens mo ; beware iherefoje of exposing me to 
the derision of the court, and yourself U) its rt*pro»ches. Lovely 
Lucretia, answered I, we have neither of us anything to fear ; It 
am rather apprehensive lest, by the havoc you w'ill make au^ng 
hearts, you suould excite rivalships and kindle discord among 
the courtiers. My niece’s fears, said Laura, ar^lfcttcr founded* 
than yours ; but I •hope they will both prbvo vain : however 
feeble may be Lueretia’s charms of person, her talents as an 
actress are at least above mediocrity^ • • 

We continued the conversation for some time : and 4 could 
gather, from Lucretia’s sliare in it, that she was a girl of supenor 
talents* Oi^i^king leave, I assured them that they should im«w 
mediately receive a summons to Madrid. 

Ch. IL— make$ Ais report to tAi minister^ wAo commistums 
Aim to und/or Lucretia. The Jfir$t appearance xj t^t actreee h^ora tha 
court. • 

Oh my return, I found my lord duke impatient to be informed 
cf my success, Gave you seen her P aaicl he ; is she worth trans* 

y p 
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planting? Mj lord, answered I, fame, which generally rmiii 
beyond all discretion in its report of beauty, has erred on (he 
side of parsimony in its estimate of the matchless young iLucretia ; 
she is all that youthful poets fancy when they feign, for personal 
attractions, and all that veteran managers seek when tnej sign 
articles^ in scenic qualifications. 

Is it possible ? exclaimed the minister with a satisfaction which 
involuntarily peeped out at his eyes, and made me think he had 
some selfish uanlcerings after the article^of my marketing at 
Toledo ; is it possible P and is she really so charming a creature P 
When you see her, replied I, you will own tliat any verbal pic- 
ture of her perfections must be altogether inadequate to their 
due description. His excellency then requiring a minute account 
of my journey, I gave him all the particulars, not excepting 
Laura’s story, and Lucretia’s parentage. His lordship was de- 
lighted at the latter circumstance, and enjoined me, with a cordial 
compliment on my skill in such delicate negociatious, to finish as 
au^iciously as I had begun my undertaking. 

1 went to look for Camero, and told him that it was his ex- 
oelleney’s pleasure he should make out an order for the admission 
of Estella and Lucretia, actresses from the Toledo thentre, into 
his majesty’s company. Say you so, Signor de SantillaneP an- 
swered Carnero with a sarcastic leer ; you shall not be kept long ^ 
in suspense, since you take so marked an interest in the fortunes 
of these two ladies. He expedited the order in my presence, 
and within a week the mother and daughter sent me notice of 
their arrival. I immediately hastened to their lodging near the 
theatre, (and after an interchange of thanks on their part, and 
assurances of continued support on mine, left them with my best 
wishes for a brilliant career of success. 

Their names were ^nounced in the bills as two new actresses, 
engaged by Ae special mandate of the court. They made their 
i^rst appearance in a play, which they had been accustomed to 
perform in at Toledo with loud and unanimous applause. 

mvelty is the very life and soul of theatrical entertainments. 

' The house wate ancomraonly crowded, and I of course was among 
^ the audience. I wks rather frightened before the curtain drew 
up. Prejudiced as I was in favour of the candidates, my alarm 
was in proppidiou to my interest. But wlien once they were 
fairly pn the boards, the did *of w’elcome quieted all my appre- 
hensions. Estella was considered as a first rate actress m comic 
rparts, and Lucretia as a female Eoscius in heroines .and love-sick 
damsels. But the love which she feigned herself, she really 
kindled in the liearts of the spectators. Some ^mired the beauty 
of her eyes, others were touened with the plaintive sweetness of 
her voice, and all, bowing to the triumph of youth, vivacity, and 
elegadee, went away in raptures with her person. 

My lord duke, who took an uncommon interest in this theatri- 
ool event, was at the play that evening* I saW him leave his 
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h(% 8t the end of the piece, with evident approbation of our new 
performe|8. Curious to know wljpther they equalFcd his cxpei*« 
tations. I followed him Lome, and into his closet, paying t Well, 
mv lord, is your excelleiioy well pleased x^ith little AfarialvaP 
^fv excellency, an.swew'd he with a sly smile, must be very diffi- 
cult to be pleased, not to confirm the pnblie voiee : yes. indeed, 
my jrood friend, I am enraptured With your Lueretia, and tinuly 
believe that the kinj; will not see her without emotion. 

Ch. III. — Lueretia' » popularity ; Her appearance before the king; hte 
paseion^ and it$ conMcguatcet^ 

« 

Gbeat was the noise about the court on this double acxiuisition 
to the* theatre ; it beeamc the topic of conversation next day at 
the king’s levee. The young Lueretia w»wi ffiost in the mouths 
of the nobility, who described her so feelingly, tlyit his majesty 
could not but imbibe the inipresHion, though he was too politic 
to express his interest either in words or by l(K)k8, 

To make amends for that restraint, he questioned the minisU'r 
as soon as he was alone with him, who statc^d the success of a 
young actress from Toledo on tlie evening before. Her name, 
added he. is Lueretia ; and it is really a pity that ladies of her 
profession should ever have bc»en christened by any less chaste 
appellative. She is an acquaintance of Haiilillaiie. wJio spoke 
so highly of her, that 1 thought it right to engage her for your 
majesty’s company. The king smiled at tlic mention of my name, 
recollecting, perhapa.tlirough what channel he became acquainUul 
with Catalina, amt foreboding a like assistan<'e on thg present 
occasion. Count, said he to the minister, 1 menu to see this 
Lueretia act to-morn>w% and will thank you to let her know it. 

I was of course sent w itli this intelligence to the two octrcsscs. 
Great news ! said I to Laura, whom I sa^ first : 3^11 will have 
the sovereign of tlu* Spanish monarchy among your audience to-^ 
morrow, as the minister has desired me to inform you. I caimot 
doubt but you w ill both of you do your best to prove yourselves 
W’orthy of a royal commaml ; but 1 w ould advior ^ou to choose • 
apiece with music and dancing, that all Lu^^etia’B accomplish* ' 
ments may be displayed at one view. We w ill take your counsel, 
answered Laura, and it shall not be our faults if dij^s majesty is 
disappointed. That can scarcely happen, satd I, seeing l^uoretia 
come into the room in an undress, which shew ed her )>erson to 
more advant^e than all the wardrobe of the theatre : he will b% 
the more del^hted with your lovely niece, because dancing anci 
music are his principal pleasures ; he may even bo tempted to 
throw her the nand kerchief. I do not at all wish, replied Laura, 
that he should be that way inclined ; all-powerful monarch as he 
is, he might not find the accomplishment of his desires easy. 
Lueretia, though brought up behind the scenes, is not without 
virtuous principfes ; w^tever pleasure she may take in applause 
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afid professional reputation, she had much rather preservo the 
character of a (^ood girl, than ^tablish that of a great actressf 

Aunt, said little Marialva, joining in the conversation, why 
conjure up monsters only to lay them again P I shall never li 
at a loss to repel the king’s advances, because his taste is U>o re* 
fined to stoop so low. But, charming Lucretia, said 1, if such a 
thing should happen, would you be cruel enough to let him Iw- 
guisli like a common lover P Why notP answered she. Setting 
virtue aside, my vanity would be more flattered by my own re- 
sistance, than by the tribute of his aflection. I was not a little 
surorised to hear a pupil of Laura’s school talk so properly, and 
to And that with 8<a free an education she imbibed such unusual 
principles of morality. 

The king, impatient to see Lucretia, went to the play next 
evening. The piece was got up with music and dancing, to shew 
our young actress off to the best advantage. My eyes were 
fixed on his majesty ; but he completely eluded my penetration 
by an obstinate gravity. On the following day, the minister 
said : Santillane, 1 have just been with the king, who has been 
talking about Lucretia, with so much animation, that I doubt 
not but he is smitten : and, as 1 told him that you had sent for 
her from Toledo, he expressed a w ish to confer with you in pri- 
vate on the subject : orders are nven for your admittance ; run, 
and bring me back an account of what passes. 

I flew to the palace, and found the king alone. He was walk- 
ing up and down, in much apparent perplexity. He put several 
(mestions to me about Lucretia, made me relate her history, and 
then asked whether the little jade had not been tampering with 
chastity already. I boldly assured him to the contrary, though 
such pledges w’ere somewhat hazardous in general ; but mine was 
taken, and gave the prince much pleasure. If so, replied he, 
1 select your for my s^ent with Lucretia ; let her become ac- 
i^uainted with her triumph from your lips. He then put a box 
of jewels into my hand, worth fifty thousand crowns, with a 
message begging her acceptance of them, and promising more 
* substantial pAi^s of his anection. 

Before I went orf this errand, I reported (^progress to my lord 
duke. That minister, I thought, would be more vexed tlian re- 
joiced at it ^ rupposing that he had his own views of gallantry 
townr^s Lucretia, and wouKf learn with regret the rivalship oi 
his master ; but I was mistaken. Far from appearing chagrined 
joy was so excessive, that it would ooze out at ^ tongue, ic 
‘^oras which were not quite lost on the hearer. ** Ihdee^ fnend 
Philip ! then I have you in my clutches : while your pleasures 
lead you, your business must be left to me !” Tliw side speech 
explained to me the plot ; an amorous prince, and a lopg-headed 
ministlbr ! My oiders were to execute my commission as speedily 
as possible, with the assurance that Hie first lord in the land 
would be proud to stand in my shoes, Besidd, there was no 
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pljonp of rank, as in the former case» to seise the profit and leave 
the infamy with me ; the honour and emolument were now ex 
clusively my • 

♦ Thus did his excellency relish the ingredients of pandarism to 
my palate ; and I tasted them with the greediness, out not with* 
out tbo qualms of an epicure ; for since my imprisonment I had 
become regenerate, and did not take pride in dirty work, be* 
cause my employer washed his hands in perfumed water. But 
though conscience was awake, interest was not asleep. I uiw 
no longer a villain for the fun of it ; but my compliance would 
confirm my footing with the minister, and him it was my duly, 
at all events, to please. § 

My first appeal w as to Laura in private. I opened the nego* 
ciation delicately, and presented my credentials in the form of 
the jewel-box. The lady waa thrown off her guard by the dis- 
play. Signor Gil Bias, cried she, you are of my oldest 
friends, and I must not play the hypocrite : straitlaced morals 
are inconsistent ^ilh the discipline of my sect. Nothing can 
be more delightful to me than a conquest, which throws such a 
game into our hands. But, between ourstdves, I am afraid Lu- 
eretia is not sp enlightened as we are ; though n daughter of 
Thalia, she has taken the better-behaved goddesses for her 
school-mistresses, and given a rebufl’ to two young noblemen of 
amiable manners and large fortunes. They were not kings, you 
will say. and truly we may hope that Lucretia s virtue will bo 
too undisciplined to stand a royal siege \ but you must remem- 
ber the event is hazardous, and 1 shall not inkTW)se my autho- 
rity to compel her. If, far from thinking herself hopoured bv 
the fleeting passion of the king, she should revolt from his aa- 
vances with disdain, let not our illustrious sovereign be olTended 
at her reserve. But do you come back hither to morrow, and 
carry back either the jewels, or a return of affection. 

I had no doubt but Laura would tutor Lucretia in the school 
of time-serving morality, and depended much on her instrudion. 
It was therefore no small sur|)risc to find that Laura worked as 
much against wind and tide to launch her daighter into tht 
trade-wind of evih^as other maternal piloll to set the sails of 
theirs in the contrary monsoon of good ; and what is still more 
unaccountable, Lucretia. after tasting of royal dejights, was so 
completely surfeited with the baAquet as to throw hewtf at 
once into the arms of the church, where she professed, Ysu sick, 
and died o^^ef. Laura, disconsolate for the loss of her daug|r 
ter, qpd the part she herself bad acted in the tragedy, return 
into a convent of female penitents, and did penance for the un* 
hallowed pleasures of her former life. The king was affected by 
his sudden loss, but soon found comfort in some other pursuit. 
The premier talked little on the subject, but thought lo much 
the more, as ike reader wiU easily believe. 
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Ch. ,’^SantiUane in a new office. 

My feelings were all alive to^Lucretia’s ill fate, and®my own 
infamy in having contributed to it. The royal wants of th# 
lover were no excuse for my taking the post of cheapener, Bnd I 
determined to resign the staff of office m that department, en- 
treating the minister to employ me in some other. He was 
charmed witli my nice sense of honour, and promised to comply 
wuth my scruples, laying open his inmost heart in the following 
speech. 

Some years before I w’as in office, chance threw me across a 
lady of such shape ^d beauty, as induced me to trace her home. 
I learnt that she was a Genoese, by name Donna Margarita Spi- 
nola, supporting herself at Madrid on the income arising from 
her beauty. It was reported that Don Francisco dc Valeasar, 
an officer abouti,thc court, a rich man, an old man, and a mar- 
ried man, laid out his money very freely on tliis hazardous spe- 
culation. These riMnours ought to have deterred me ; but they 
only whetted my desires to share witli Valeasar. To gain my 
ena, I had recourse to a female broker of tenderness, who ad- 
justed the terms of a private interview' with the^ Genoese ; and 
the price current being settled, the traffic w'as frequently re- 
peated ; it was an open market for my rival and me, or possibly 
for many other bidders. 

Let that be as it may, a choice boy was in the fullness of time 
produced to the club, and the mother complimented every mem- 
ber individually in private with the credit ; but we w'ere each of 
us too mojdest to acknowledge a bantling which had so probable 
a claim upon a better father ; so that the Genoese was com- 
pelled to maintain him on the profits of her profession : this she 
did for eighteen years, and dying at the end of that period, has 
left her son without a ^farthing, and w'hat is worse, without an 
i^ea or an accomplishment. 

Such, continued his lordship, is the confidence I meant to re- 
pos^n you, and I shall now lay open the great design I have 
formed, to draw this unfortunate child from his obscurity, re- 
verse the colour of his fate, raise him to the^ highest honours, 
and acknowledge him as my son. 

At so extravagant a project it was impossible not to be open- 
mouthed. \Vhat, sir, exclafthed I, can your excellency have 
adopted so strange a resolution P Excuse my freedom ; but my 
^1^1 cannot restrain itself. You will be of my mind, replied he 
^th eagerness, when I shall have explained to vou my motives. 

I have no mind that my estates should descend in the collaterai 
line. You will tell me. that I am not so old as to despair of 
having children by Madame d’Olivarez. But every on^ is best 
judge of his own* condition : know therefore that there is not 
a receipt in the whole extent of chemistry which I have not 
tried, but without effect, to appear once again in' the character 
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of » father. Wherefore, since fortune, stepj)in!j[ in to cover the 
detects of nature, nresents me with a chihi whose partmt after 
all I ma^ actually oe, he is mini by adoption ; that is a settled 
tK>int. 

When I found the minister determined, I no longer ar^icd 
ij^ainst his resol utitm, as knowing him to be a iniiu who would 
rather do a fonliaii act of his own, than adopt a w ise suggestion 
another. It only remains now, added lie, to educate Don 
Henry Philip de Guzman ; for by that name I int#»nd him to he 
known in the world, till tlie time arrives when he may aspire to 
higher dignities. Yon, my dear Snntill.'uie, I have chosen to 
superintend hi.s conduct: I have full contidvmce in your t^lenU 
and friendship, to reunlate his household, ilireet his studies, and 
make him an aeconiplished gentleman. 1 would willingly have 
declined the oflice. a.s never having exereised the craft of a 
pedagogue, which required mucli more genius apd aolidity than 
mine; but Im shut my mouth by saying it was his absolute 
determination that 1 should be tutor to this adopted flon, whom 
he designed for the first otlices of the monarehy. As a bribe 
for my cornplianee, hi? lordship increased iiiy little ineome wi h 
a pension of thousand crowns or. the commarulery of Mam 
bra. 

Cn. V.-— r/u* fton of the Genoese is nrknowlutged by a legal instrument^ 
and named Don Henry thiltp de Gus^man, SantUlane establishes hts 
household^ and arranges the course of his studies. 

The act of adoption was soon legalised witli the king's eonscTit 
and good pleasure. l)(*n lleiirv Pliilip de Guzman, as this de- 
scendant from a commit t«*e of fathers was named, b^‘ame ac- 
knowledged 8Uc<*cs8or to the earldom of Olivarez and the duchy 
of San Lucar. The minister, to give the act all possible pub- 
licity, communicated it through Carnero.fo the aigbassadors and 
grandees of Spain, who were somewhat startled. The joker^ ^ 
Madrid were not insensible to the ridicule, and the salincfl 
poets made their liarvest of so fine a sulycct for their pen. ^ 

I asked my lord duke where my pupil was^allere in towrv 
answered he, witluan aunt from whom I wliall remove him as 
soon as you have got a house ready, Ids I did immediately, 
and furnished it magnificently. \Vhen my es^ihlishment was 
complete in servants ami ofli.-er^,* his exeeliency^sent for thin 
equivocal production, this spurioivs offset from the Unowned 
stock of the Guzmans. The lad was tall and personable. Dob 
Henry, saiS his lordship, pointing to me, this gentleman is to m 
your Tutor and introduce you into the world ; he has my entin 
conffdence, and an unlimited authority over you. After mud 
good advice, and many compliments to nie, the minister retired 
and 1 took Dun Henry home, • 

As soon as we got inither, I introduced him to his household 
and explained^he nature of each individual’s employment. B 
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did not 8eem at all disconcerted at the change of circumstavMt 
but received the obeisances of his dependants as if he had b^ 
a lord by nature, and not by (^nce. He was not without mo- 
ther-wit, but ignorant in a deplorable degree ; he could scarcely 
read and write. I gave him masters for the Latin grammar, 
geographv, history, and fencing. A dancing-master of course 
was not forgotten ; but in an affair of the first consequence, 
selection was difficult, for there wore more eminent professors of 
that art in Madrid than of all the languages and sciences put 
together. 

While I was pondering on this difficulty, a man gaudily dressed 
came into the court-yard and enquired for me. I went down, 
supposing him to be at least a knight of some military or pri- 
vileged order. Signor de Santillane, said he, with a profusion of 
bows which anticipated his line in life, I am come to offer you 
my services as Don Henry's governor. My name is Martin 
Ligero, and 1 h&ve, thank heaven, some reputation in the world. 
I have no occasion to canvas for scholars ; that is all very well 
for petty dancing-masters ! My custom is to wait till I am sent 
^ for i but being a sort of appendage to the house of Guzman, and 
having taught its various branches for a long period, I thought 
it a point of respect to wait on you first. I pert-eive, answered 
I, that you are just the man we want. What are your terms P 
Four double pistoles a month, answered he, and 1 give but two 
lessons a weeL Four doubloons a month I cried I, that is an 
exorbitant price. Exorbitant ! rejoined he with astonishment ; 
why, it is not more than eight times as much as you would give 
to a mathematical mastor or a Greek professor. 

There vAis no resisting so ludicrous a comparison of merit ; 1 
laughed outright, and a^ed Signor Ligero whether he reaJly 
thought his t^ents worth more than those of tlie first proficients 
in learning an(|^ science^ Most assuredly, said he ; at least, if 
you measure our pretensions by their respective utility. What 
s(&t* of machines may those be which are fashioned under their 
hand^P Jointless puppets, unlicked cubs, open-mouthed and 
iippenetrable shcll^sh ; but our lessons supple and render pliant 
the intractable stiffness of their component, parts, and bring 
them insensibly into shape : in short, we communicate to them a 
graceful motion, a polite address, the carriage of good company, 
and the outwalu marks of elevated rank. 

1 could not but give way to, such copnt arguments in favour 
of the dancing-masteris occupation, ana engaged him about Don 
HIhry’s person, without haggling as to terms^ smce those speci- 
fied were only at the rate established by the leading profeluiori 
of the art. 
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C#. YL— r€twm from New Spain, Gil Bfat placet him akemi 

Don Hhnry'i perton, Thai youn^ nobleman* t courte of tiudy. Hit 
• career qf honour, and hit father*t mafrimotdal tpecuhthu on hit behalf, 

A patent qf nobility cotfrnred on Gil Blot ayaintt hit will. 

I HAD not yet half arnmged Don Henry*« hoiwohold, when Soipio 
returned from Mexico, lie brought w ith him three thousand 
ducats in cash, and merchandize to double the amount. I wish 
you joy, said I ; the foundation of yt ur fort\ine is laid ; and if 
you prefer a snug birth at Madrid to the risk of going back, you 
Live only to tell mo so. There is no question about that, said 
the son of Cosclina : a genteel situation at home is far preferable 
to a second voyage. 

After relating the birth and adventures of the little adopted 
Guzman, and my own api)ointment as tutor, I offered him the 
situation of upper servant to this babe of chance: Scipio, who 
could have devised nothing better for himself, readily accepted 
the office, and witliin tlic small space of three or four days got 
the length of his new master’s foot. 

I had taken it for granted that the verb-jmndert and concord* 
manufacturers to whom 1 had given the plant of this Genoese 
bastard would lose stock and block, under the idea that he was 
of VI intractable and prolitless agc! but my forebodings were 
comiiletely reversed. Ho not only comurehended, but easily re- 
tain^ the lessons of his masters, and they were very well satis- 
fied with him. I was in an enormous hurry to gr«t Uie ean of 
my lord duke with this intelligence, and he rere ved it with abun- 
dvitioy. Sanlillane, exclaimed he with delight, you give me 
new life by the assurance of Don Henry’s capacity and applica- 
tion : it runs in the blood of the Guzmans ; and I am the more 
confirmed in his being unquestionably my own, Realise 1 am 
just as fond of him as if .Madame d’Olivarez herself had Iwn m 
of the brat in due form under tliU very roof. The voice efs 
nature, you perceive, will make itself heard. I thought it ui^ 
oessary to give bis lordsliip any opinion on th^ subject j but ^ 
with a delicate deference to his crcuulity , left hibf to enjoy lus 
fancied paternity in peace, whether well or ill founded. 

Though all the Guzmans held this clod of newly turned up 
nobility in utter scorn, they were politic enough W mroth over 
the corrugations of their contempt ; nay, some of them even 
, affected to languish for his go^ opinion ; the ambassadtOT Md 
principal nobjity then at Madrid wai^tcd on him, with “W 
ceremony ap^rtaining to the rank of “ 
minister; intoxicated with the fumes 

idol, began to build a temple worthy of the .worship. The ert^ 
of Alcantara was the foundation, with a commandety of ton 
thousand crowns. The next step was to a high office m J 

household, and Uie completion of the whole was matrimony 
‘Wishing to i^nnect him with a family of Iho first rai^, ho piekw 
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out Donna Johanna de Velasco, daughter to the Duke of « Cas- 
tile, and had influence enough^ accomplish the alliance, though 
against the will of the duke and of all his kindred. 

Some days before the nuptial ceremony, his lordship put soihh 
papers into my hand, saying ; Here, (Jil Bias, is a patent of 
nooility which I have procured as the reward of your services. 
My lord, answered I, in much astonisliment, your excellency 
knows very well that I am the son of an usher and a duenna : it 
would be caricaturing the peerage to confer it on me ; and be- 
sides, of all the boons in his majesty’s power to bestow, it is that 
which I deserve and desire the least. Your birth, replied the 
minister, is a slight objection. Y^ou have been employed on 
afiairs of state under the Duke of Lerma s administration and 
under mine : besides, added he with a smile, have you not ren- 
dered some things to Cmsar, which Cajsar is bound, on the honour 
of a prince, to* render back in another shape P To deal candidly, 
Santillane, you will make just as good a lord as the best of them ; 
nay, more than that, your high office about my son is incompati- 
ble with plebeian rank, and therefore have I procured you to be 
created. Since your exccdlency will have it so, replied I, there 
is no more to be said. So, saying no more, I pyt my new-blown 
honours in my pocket, and walked olF. 

Now can I make any Joan a lady ! said I to myself when I 
had got into the street; but it was not the handy- work of my 
parents that made me a gentleman. I may add a foot of honour 
to my name whenever I please ; and if any of mv acquaintance 
should snuff or snigger when thev call me Don, I may suck my 
teeth, lean upon my elbow% and draw out my credentials of he- 
raldry. But let us see w hat they contain ; and hoiv the corporeal 
particles? which have accrued during my artilieal contaert with 
the court, are distinguished by genealogical metaphysics from the 
native clay of my original extraction. The instrument ran thus 
''id substance ; That the king, in acknowledgment of my zeal in 
mcjre than one instance for his service and the good of tlie state, 

^ had been graciously pleased to confer this mark of distinction on 
‘ me. I may slftly say that the recollection of the act for which 
I was promoted effectually kept down my pride. Neither did 
the bashfulness of low' birth ever forsake me ; so that noMlity to 
me was like tl'hair shirt to a^penitent ; I determined therefore to 
lock up the evidences of my shame in a private drawer, instead 
of blazoning them to dazzle the eyes of the foolish and corrupt. ^ 

^Ch. VII. — An accidental meeting between Gil Blot and hjbricto. Their 
hut conversation togethtr^ and a word to the wise from Nuf.ez, 

Thb poet of the Asturias, as the reader, if he thought of him, 
may have remarked, was very negligent in his intercourse with 
me. It was not to be expected, tW my employments would 
leave me time to go and look after him. 1 had not seen him 
•iuce the critical discussion touching the Iphigehia of Eunpides* 



FABRTCIO DEPRIVED OF HIS PEXSIOX. 5S7 

whqj thaiice threw me aeross him, as he came out of a priutin^T* 
house. I ^costed him. sayin^f: ^oI so! Master Nunea, you 
have got among the printers : this looks as if we were threatened 
with some new production. 

You may indeeii prepare yourselves for such an event, an* 
Bwered he : I have a painplilet iust ready for publication which 
is likely to make some noise in the literary world. There can lie 
no question about its merit, replit^ I : but I cannot conceire 
whjr you waste your time in writing pamphlets : it should seem 
as if such squibs and r<K*kets iverc scarcely worth the powder 
expended in their manufacture. It is very true, rejoined Fabri* 
cio : and I am well aware that none but the most vulgar gazers 
are caught by such holiday fire-works : however, this single one 
has esekped me, and I must own that it is a child of necessity. 
Hunger, as you know, will bring the wolf out of the fon^st. 

What ! exclaimed I. is it the author of the Uount of Sal* 
dagna ” who holds this langu.ice P A man with an annuity of 
two thousand crowns ? (lently, my friend, interrupted Nunez ; 
I am no longer a pensioned poet. The aifairs of the treasurer 
Don Bertrand are all at sixes and sevens : he has been at the 
gaming table, and played w'ith the publie money ; an extent has 
issued, and my rent-charge is gone posthaste to the devil. Thst 
is a sad affair, said 1 : but may not matters come round again in 
that quarter P No chance of it, nnsw ered ho : Hignor (tomez del 
Kibero, in plight as destitute as that of iiis p(V»r bard, is sunk 
for ever ; nor can he, as they say, by any possible contrivance be 
set afloat again. 

In tliat case, my good friend, replied I, wo must look«out for 
some post which may make you amends for the loss of your an- 
nuity. 1 will ease your conscience on that score, said he : though 
you should offer me the wealth of the Iik^cs as a salary in one 
of your offices, I w'ould reject the boon : clerkships are no object 
to a partner in the firm oi the Muses ; a literary birth, or ahso* 
lute starvation for your humble servant ! If you must havc^ 
plump, I was born to live and die a poet, and the man w'hose 
destiny is hanging, w'ill never be drowned. • * 

But do not supposif, continued he, tfiat we are altogether for- 
lorn and destitute : besides that we accommodate the rer^uisites 
of independence to our finances, we^o not look fat ^cyond our 
noses in calculating the average of oua fortunes. It is iRsinu- 
• ated that vfe often dine with the most •abstemious orders of the 
religious ; buty)ur sanctity in this particular is too credulously 
imputecil There is not one of my brother wits, without except- 
ing the calculators of almanacs, who has not a plate laid for him 
at some substantial table : for ray own part, . I have the run of 
two good houses. To the master of one 1 have dedicated a ro- 
asnoe : and he is the first commissioner of taxes who was* ever 
associated with ijfie Muses : the other is a rich tradesman in 
Madrid, whe^e luat is to get wits about him ; he ia not nice ut 
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hig choice, and thia town furnishes abundance to those wh<y lahie 
Wit more by Quantity than q^lity. ™ 

Then I no longer feel for you, said I to the poet of the Astu- 
rias, since you are-satisfied in your condition. But be that af it 
may, I assure you once more, that you have a friend in Gil Bias, 
however you may slight him : if you want my purse, come and 
take It : It will not fail you at a pinch ; and you must not « t fin d 
between me and my sincere friendship. 

By that burst of sentiment, exclaimed Nunez, I know and 
thank my friend Santillane : in return, let me jjfive you a salutary 
cautiont While my lord duke is in his meridian, and you are 
aU in all with him, reap, bind, and gather in your harvest : when 
the sun sets, the gleaners are sent home. I asked Fabricio whe- 
ther his suspicions were surely founded; and he returned me 
this answer. My information comes from an old knight of Cala- 
trava, who pekes his nose into secrets of all sorts ; his authority 
passes current at Madrid, much as that of the Pythian news- 
mongers did throi^h Greece ; and thus his oracle was pronounced 
in my hea,ring ; My lord duke has a host of enemies in battle 
amy agai^t him ; he reckons too securely upon his influence 
with the king ; for his majesty, as the report goes, begins to take 
m hostile representations with patience. I thanked Nunez for 
his friendly warning, but without much faith in his prediction: 
my master 8 authority seemed rooted in the court, like the 
tempest-scofltog firmness of an oak in the native soil of the 
forest. 


Ch. VIII,— (7i7 Bias finds that Fabricio' s hint was not without founda^ 
tion* The king's journey to Saragossa, 

The p<^t of the Asturias was no bad politician. There was a 
court plot against the duke,* with the queen at the bottom ; but 
their plana jrere too deeply laid to bubble at the surface. During 
c the space of a whole year, my simplicity was insensible to the 
hUgwing of the tempest. 

^e revolt of the Catalans, with France at their back, and the 
111 success of hae war for their suppression, excited the murmurs 
of the people, and whetted their tongues against government. A 
council was held in the royal presence, and the Marquis de Grana, 
the emperwlu ambassador, was specially requested to assist. The 
subjept in debate was whether the king should remain in Castile, 
or go and take the command of his troops in Arragon. The 
c minister spoke first, and gave it as his opinion that hu majesty 
should not quit the seat of government. All the members sup- 
girted his arguments, with the exception of the Mimquii de 
Grana, whose whole heart was with the house of Austria, and the 
sentiments of his roul on the tip of his tongue, efter the homely 
honeny of his nation. He argued so forcibly against the minia- 
ter, that the king embraced his opinion from conviction, though 
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ooi^rtiry to the vote of council, and fixed the day when he would 
set out the army. ^ 

This was the first time that ever the sovereijjn had differed 
flbm his favourite, and the latter considered it as an inexpiable 
affront Just as the minister was withdrawing to his closet, 
there to bite upon the bridle, he espied me, called me in. and 
told me with much discomposure what had passed in debate; 
Yes, Santillane, observed he, the kinjj, who for the last twenty 
years has spoken only through my month, and seen with my 
eyes, is now to be wheedled over by Grana ; and that on the 
score of zeal for the house of Austria, as if that German had a 
more Austrian soul in his body than myselt 
Hence it is easy to perceive, continued the minister, that there 
is a stfong party against me, with the queen at the head. Hea- 
ven forbid it, said I. Has not the queen for upwards of twelve 
years been accustomed to your paramount authoxity, and have 
you not taught ike king the knack of not consulting her? The 
desire of making a campaign may for once have enlisted his 
majesty on tlie side of the Marquis de Grana. Say rather that 
the king, argued my lord duke» will be surrounded by his prin- 
cipal officers wlisn in camp ; and then the disaflected will find 
their opportunity for poisoning him against my administration* 
But they overreach tnemsclves ; for I shall completely insulate 
the prince from all their approaches ; and so he did, in a man- 
ner which, for example, deserves not to be passed over. 

The day of the king's departure being arrived, the monarch 
leaving the Queen regent, proceeded for Saragossa by way of 
Aranjuez ; a delightful residence, where ho w hiled away three 
weeks. Cuenca was the next stage, where the minister detained 
him still longer bv a succession of amusements. A hunting 
party was contrived at Molina in Arragon^ and hence there was 
no cilice of road but to Saragossa. The army w as flear at hand, 
and the king was preparing to review it ; but his keener sict-* 
ened him or the project, by making him believe that lie would 
betaken by the French, who were in force in tjjo neighbour- 
hood ; so that he w as cowed by a ground lesi^ adjirehension, and 
consented to be a prftoner in his own court. The minister, from 
an affectionate regard to his safety, secluded him from all ap- 
proach : so that the principal nobili^i ^ ho had e^ufp|)ed them- 
selves at enormous charges to be about his person, could not 
^ even procure an occasional audiente. Philip, weary of bad 
lodging and^orse recreation at Saragossa, and nerhapt feeling 
himsell scarcely his own master, soon returned to Madrid. Thus 
ended the royal campaign, and the care of maintaining the 
honour of the Spanish colours was left to. the Marquis de loi 
Velez, commander-in-chief. » 



590 


OIL BLAS. 


t 

CH. IX . — The revolution qf Portugal^ and disgrace of the prime minuter 

A PEW days after the Icing’s return, an alarming report pre- 
vailed at Madrid, that the Portugue;«e, considering the Catalan 
revolt as an opportunity offered them by fortune for thlrowing 
off the Spanish yoke, had taken arms, and chosen the Duke of 
Braganza for their king, with a full determination of supporting 
him on the throne. In this they conceived that they did not 
reckon without their host ; because Spain was then embroiled in 
Germany, Italy, Flanders, and Catalonia. They could not in 
fact have hit upon a crisis more favourable for their deliverance 
from so galling a yoke. 

It was a strange circumstance, that while both court and city 
were struck with consternation at the news, my lord duke at- 
tempted to joke w'ith the king, and make the Duko of Braganza 
his butt : Philip, however, far from falling in with this ill-timed 
pleasantry, assumed a serious air, of ill omen to the minister, 
who felt his seat to totter under him. The queen was now his 
declared enemy, and openly accused him of having caused the 
revolt of Portugal by his misconduct. The nobility in general, 
and especially tliose who had been at Saragossit, when they saw 
a cloud gathering about the minister, joined the queen’s party :* 
but the decisive blow was the return of the duchess dowager of 
Mantua from her government of Portugal to Madrid ; for she 
proved clearly to the king’s conviction that the counsels of his 
01^11 cabinet produced the revolution. 

His Muiesty, deeply impressed with what he had heard, was 
now completely recovered from every symptom of partiality to- 
w ards his favourite. The minister, finding that his enemies were 
in possession of the royal ear, wrote for permission to resign his 
employments, and retire from court, since all the political mis- 
^ chances of tne time w^ero ascribed to his personal delinquency. 
He expected a letter like this to produce a w onderful effect, 
rdMconing as no did upon the prince’s private friendship, which 
t could scarcely brook a separation : but his majesty’s answer un- 
deceived him, by laconically complying with his ostensible wish 
to withdraw. 

Such a sentence of banishment in the king’s own hand-writing 
came like a® thunder-storm harvest; but though destruction 
to his ‘long -clierished hopeg, he affected the serene look of con- 
stancy, and asked me what I would do in his circumstances. 1 
woula drive before the wind, said I ; renounce t^e ungrateful 
court, and pass the remainder of my days in peace on Hiy owfl 
estate. You counsel wisely, replied my master, and I shall. set 
nut for Loeches, there to nnish my career, after one more inter- 

* * At length bis sovereign frowns — the train of state 
Mark me keen gluuue, and watch the sign lo hate. 

Jofnaun's Imitation qf Juvenats Tenth Satire* 
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• f'-”* I ‘‘owW wish just to rouvinco him 
that 1 have done wliat man can do to «upport the heavy Iwut of 
state up(A my shoulders, and thaf it was not within the compass 
Of possibility to prevent the unfortunate events which are im- 
puted to me as a crime. It were equally reasonable to ehartto 
the pilot with the wrecking fury of the storm, and make him 
answerable for the uncontrolled power of tlie eleuicnts. Thus 
did the mmister inwardly flatter himself that ho could set thinjjs 
to rights again, and once more flx tirni the scat which w'as 
shaking under him ; but ho could not procure an audience, and 
was even commanded to resign his key of private admission into 
his majesty’s closet. 

This last requisition convinced him that there was no hope ; 
and he now made up his mind in earnest for retirement, lie 
looked over his papers, and had the prudence to burn a good 
number: he then selected a small household for i^s retreat, and 
publicly announced his departure for the next day. Apprehend* 
mg insult from the mob, if the time and manner of his sotting 
out were public, he escaped early in the morning tlirough the 
kitchens out at the back door, got into a shabby, hired carriage, 
with his coufetijor and me, and reached in safety the road 
leading to Loeehes, a village on his own estate, w hero his Count* 
ess had founded a maguilieent convent of Dotninieati nuui* 

Ch. X. — A difficulty hut rucces$/ul weaning from the world. The odati* 
ters emphgmcnlH in hie retreat, 

* 

Madame d’Olivarez stayed behind her husband some few days, 
with the inti iitioii of trying what her tears and entreaties might 
do tow ards his reeul ; but in vain did she prostrate herself W 
fore their majesties ; the king paid not the least attention to 
her pleadings and remonstrances, tiiougii, artfully a<lapted for 
effect ; and the queen, w ho hated her mortally, tdbk a savage 
pleasure in her tears. The minister’s lady, however, was n%* 
easily discouraged : she stooped so low' as to solicit their good 
oiflees from the ladies of the bed-chamber ; but t^lo fruit ox all 
this meanness was only the sad conviction (]iat u excited more 
contempt than pity, lleart-brokcn at having degraded herself 
by supplications so humiliating, and yet so unavailing, she de- 
parted to her husband, and uiouru^^d with him'ths loss of a 
situation, which under a reign like that of Philip the Fourth, 
was little short of sovereign p<iwer. 

The accoutls her ladyship brought from Madrid were womi-^^ 
wood to the duke. Your enemies, said she, sobbing, with the 
Duke of Medina Celi at their head, are loud in the king's praises 
for your removal ; and the people triumph in your disgrace with 
an insolent joy, as if the cloud of adversity were to be diipellcd 
by the breath which dissolved your administration. Madam, 
said my master, follow my example ; suppress your discontent 
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ve must drive before the storm* when we cannot weather it. I 
did think* indeed* that my favour would only be eclipsed with*the 
lamp of life : a common illusion of ministers and favouirites* who 
forget that they breathe but at the good pleasure of their sov^* / 
reign. Was not the Duke of Lerma as much mistaken as my- 
self* though fondly relying on his purple, as a pledge for the 
lasting tenure of his authority P 

Thus did my lord duke preach natience to the partner of his 
cares* while his own bosom heaved under the direst pressure of 
anxiety. The frequent dispatches from Don Henry, who was 
staying about the court to pick up information, kgpt him conti- 
nually on the fret. Scipio was the messenger ; for he was still 
about the person of that young nobleman* though I had relin- 
quished my post on his marriage. Sometimes w’e heard of 
Ganges in the inferior deparments of office, solely for the pur- 
pose of wreaking vengeance on his creatures, and filling up the 
vacancies with his enemies. Then Don Lewis de Haro was re- 
presented as advancing in favour, and likely to be made prime 
minister. But the m(jst mortifying circumstance of all was the 
change in the viceroyalty of Naples, which was taken from his 
^iend* the Duke de Medina de las Torres, and ];>estowed on the 
High Admiral of Castile* w ho was his bitterest enemy. For this 
there was no other motive but the pleasure of giving pain to a 
fallen favourite. 

For the first three months* his lordship gave himself up in his 
solitude a prey to disappointment and regret : but his confessor, 
a holy and pious Dominican, supporting his religious zeal with 
manly eloquence* succeeded in inuring the balm of consolation 
iuto his soul. By continually representing to him, with apostolic 
energy, that his eternal salvation was now' the only object worth 
his care, he weaned him gradually from the uses of this world. 
His excellency was nb longer panting for new s from Madrid, 
tbut learning a new' and important lesson, how to die. Madame 
d*Qlivarez too, making a virtue of necessity, sought refuge for 
herself in the matern^ guardianship of her convent, where Pro- 
* vidence had VAired up, for her edification in faith and good 
w’orks, a sisterhood bf holy maidens, whose spiritual discourses fed 
her soul, as if with manna in the wilderness. My master’s peace 
within his qwii bosom advanced, as he withdrew more backward 
from spblunary things. Tffe employment of his day was thus 
laid out: almost the whole morning was devoted to religious §> 
duties, till dinntT-time ; and after dinner, for about two hours, 
he played at dificrcnt games with me and some^ of his con^- 
dential domestics ; he tlum generally retired alone into hib closet 
till sun-set, when he walked round his garden, or rode out into 
the neighbourhood either with his coniessor or me. 

One oay when I was alone with him, and was particularly 
struck with his apparent st If-complacency, I took the liberty of 
congratulating his lordship ou his complete reconciliation to re- 
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tirciMiit. Use, however late acquired, is second nature, answered 
he :«ror though I have all my life been accustomed to the bustle 
of business, I assure you that Ii become every day more and 
mere attached to this calm and peaceful mode of" life. 

Ch. change in his hrdship for the ttorse. The mameliow mmis, 

and melancholy cimegntnces^ his dtjeelion 

His excellency sometimes amused himself with gardening, by 
way of variety. One day as I was watching his progress, he 
said jokingly : You see, ^antillane, a fallen minister can turn 
wdener at last. Nature will prevail, my lord, answered I. 
You plant and water something useful at lioeches, while Diony- 
sius of Syracuse whipped schoolboys at Corinih. My master 
was not displeased either with the comparison or the compli- 
ment. 

We were all delighted at the castle to see our protector, rising 
above the cloud of adversity, take pleasure in so novel a mode 
of life ; but we soon perceived an alarming change. He became 
gloomy, thoughtful, and melancholy. Our parties at play were 
all given up, and no eflbrts could succeed to divert liis mind. 
From dinncr-tiipe till evening ho never left his closet. We 
thought iiie dreams of vanished greatness had roturuod to break 
his rest; and in this opinion the reverend' Dominican gave the 
reinito his eloquence; but it could not outstrip the course' of 
that hypochondriac malady, which triumphed over all opposition. 

It seemed to me there was some dee^wr cause, widen it be- 
hoved a sincere friend to fathom. Taking advantage of dur 
being alone togethi^r. My lord, said I in a tone of mingle^ respect 
and afl’cctioii, whence is it that you arc no longer so cheerful as 
heretofore? Has your phdosophy lost ground? or has the 
world recovered its alluremenls ? Surely you would not plunge 
again into that gulf, where your virtue mast inevigihly be ship- 
wrecked ! No, heaven be praised I replied the minister ; niy 
at court has long faded from my memory, and its trappings from 
my eyes. Indeed ! why then, resumed 1, since you have stn»if 8 th 
enough to banish false regrets, are you so w ee^aas to indulge* 
a melancholy whicha alarms us all ? What is the matter with 
you, my dear master? coiitiimed I, falling at his knees; some 
secret sorrow preys upon you : can you bide from Stntil- 
lane, whose zeal, discretion, and Oddity you hiAro so often 
experienced ? Why am 1 so unhappy as to nave lost yohr con- 
fidence P ^ 0 

• Yoi^ still possess it, said his lordship : but I must own, it is 
reluctantly that I shall reveal the subjwt of my distms : yet 
the importunities of such a friend are irresistible. To no one 
else could I impart so singular a confidence. Yes, 1 am the prey 
0 * A morbid melancholy which eats inwardly into my litab: a 

Q Q 
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spectre haunts me every moment, arrayed in the most t^rille 
form of preternatural horror. In vain have I argued with my- 
self that it is a vision of the^rain, an unreal mockeiy : its con- 
tinual presentments blast my sight, and unseat my reason. Thoifgh 
my understanding teaches me, that in looking .on this spectre I 
stare at vacancy, my spirits are too weak to derive comfort 
from the conviction. Thus much have you extorted from me: 
now judge whether the cause of my melancholy is fit to be di- 
vulged. 

With equal grief and astonishment^did I listen to the strange 
confession, which implied a total derangement of the nervous 
system. This, nay lord, said I, must proceed from injudicious 
abstinence. So 1 thought at first, answered he ; and to try the 
experiment, I have been eating more than usual for some days 
past : but it is all to no purpose, the phantom takes his stand as 
usual. It wij^l vanish, said 1, if your excellency will only divert 
your mind by your accustomed relaxations with your household. 
Company and gentle occupation are the best remedies for these 
affections of the spirits. . * . . 

In a short time after this conversation, his lordship became 
seriously indisposed, and sent for two notaries ^rom Madrid, to 
make his will. Three capital physicians followed in their track, 
who had the reputation or curing their patients now and then. As 
soon as it was noised about the castle that these last undertakei*8 
were arrived, the case w^as given up for lost ; weeping and gnash- 
ing of teeth took place universally, and the family mourning was 
omered. They brought with them their usual understrappers, 
an apothecary and a surgeon.* The notaries were suffered to 
earn th^r foe first, after which death’s notaries prepared to take 
a bond of the patient. They practised in the school of San- 
grado, and from tlieir very first consultation, ordered bleeding so 
nrequently ai}d freely, that in six days they brought his lordship 

the point of death, and on the seventh delivered him from the 
wrror of his sprite. 

^fber the minister’s decease, a lively and sincere sorrow reigned 
4 .in the castle Leeches. The whole liousehold w'ept bitterly. 
Far from deriving ^consolation from the certainty of being re- 
membered in his will, there w as not a dependent who would not 
willingly have saved his life by the socrihee of the legacy. As 
for me, whom he most doli|^iited in, attached to him as I was 

* Behind him sneaks ' 

Another mortal, not unliko himself, ' 

Of jargon full, with terms obscure o’ercharg*d, 

Apothecary call'd, whose feetid hands 
With power mechanic, and with charms arcane, 

Apollo, god of medicine, has endued. 

BiiAnaxoir* 
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from dii^iiiterested friemlship, my waf more acute than that 
of th^ rest. I questioa whether Antonia cost me more tears. 

• • 

Cl^XLl*~-The proeetdinff% at tka Cattle af Laeehes after hit lanUhip^t 
deaths and ike courtie which Santiiiaue adopted. 

The mmister, according to his last injunctivms, was buried with- 
out pomp and without procession in tlie convent, with a dirge of 
our lamentations. After the funeral. Madame d’Olivarez called 
us together to hear the will read, with which the household had 
good reason to be satisfied. Every one liad a legacy propor- 
tioned to his claim, and none less than two thousand crowns : 
mine was the largest, amounting to ten thousand pistoles, as a 
mark of his singular regard. The hospitals were not forgotten, 
and provision was made for an annual commemoration in several 
convents. 

Madame d’Olivarez sent all the household to Madrid to re- 
ceive their legacies from Don Jtayniond Ciporis, w^ho had orders 
to pay them ; but I could not be of the party, iu consequence of 
a violent fever from distress of mind, which confined me to the 
castle for more than a week. During that time, the n'vereud 
Dominican paid me all possible attention. Ho iiad conceived a 
friendship for nfc, whicli was not eontined to my worldW in- 
terests, and was an.\ious to know !io\v 1 meant to disjiosc of my- 
self pn ray recovery. 1 answered that I had not yet iiiodfs up 
my mind upon the subject : there were moments wlien my feel- 
ings strongly prompted towards a religi<»us vow. Preci<mH mo- 
ments ! exclaimed the Dommican, you will do well Uj profit by 
them. I advi'ie you as a friend to retire to our convent at Mtulrid, 
for example ; there to become a pious bencfaclor by the Tn»c gill 
of your whole fortune, and to die in the livery of Saint Dominic. 
Many very questionable Christians have made amends for a life 
of sin by so holy an end. • , 

In the at^tual disposition of my mind, this advice was not un- 
palatable ; and I promised to reflect upon it. But on CDnsultirfg* 
8cipio, who came to see me immediately after the monk, he treated 
the very notion as the phantom of a distem pc|g^l brain. For^ 
shame ! said he ; do^s not your estate at Ivirias offer a more 
eligible seclusion? If you were delighted with it formerly, the 
chann will be increased tenfold, now that the laps^ of years has 
moderated your sense of pleasure, and softened down ypur taste 
to the simple beauties of nature. , . * . 

It was no difficult matter to operate a change in ray inclin^ 
Jions. My fftend, said I, you carry it decidedly against the acP 
vocateW St. Dominic. We will go back to Lirias as soon as I 
am well enough to travel. This hamiened short ly ; for as the 
fever subsided, I soon felt myself sulnciently strong to put my 
design in execution. We went first to Madrid. The sight of 
that city gave me far other sensations than heretofore. As I 
knew that almolt its whole iKmulation held in horror the memo^ 
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of a minister, of whom I cherished the most affectionate reij^em* 
brance, I could not feel at ease within its preci^ncts. My 
ftay was therefore limited to five or six days, while Scipio was 
matting the necessary arrangements for our rustication. In flie 
meantime, I waited on Caporis, and received my legacy in ready 
money. I likewise made my arrangements with the receivers 
for the regular remittance of my pensions, and settled all my 
affairs in due order. 

The evening before our departure, I asked the son of Cosclina 
whether ho had received his farewell frcm Don Henry. Yes, 
answered he, we took leave of each other tins morning with 
mutual civility ; he went so far as to express his regret that I 
should quit him ; but however well satisfied he might be with 
me, I am by no means so with him. Mutual content i6 like a 
river, which must have its banks on either side. Besides, Don 
Henry makea but a pitiful figure at court now ; he has fallen 
into utter contempt ; people point at him with their finger in 
the streets, and call nim a Genoese bastard. Judge, then, for 
yourself, whether it is consistent with my character to^ keep up 
the connection. 

We left Madrid one morning at sun-rise, and# went for Cuen^A. 
The following was the order of our equipment ; we two in a 
chaise and pair, three mules, laden with baggage and money, 

. led by two grooms and two stout footmen, well armed, in the 
rear ; the grooms wore sabres, and the postilion had a pair of 
pvtols in his holsters. As we were seven n^en in all, ana six of 
us determined fellows, I took the road gaily, without trembling 
for myjegacy. In the villages through which we passed our 
mules chimed their bells merrily, and the peasants ran to their 
doors to see us pass, supposing it to be at least the parade of 
some nobleman goin^ to take possession of some viceroyalty. 

|.Qh. XIII. — The return of Gil Blae to hie eeat. I fie joy at finding hie 

goddaughter Seraphina marriageable / and hie own second venture in 

^he lottery of love. 

•'We were a fdHnight on our journey to Lirias, having no occa- 
sion to make rapid‘'s tapes. The sight of my^wn domain brought 
melancholy thoughts into my mind, with the image of my lost 
Antonia ; quff better topics of reflection came to my aid, with a 
full purpose to look at tuinlis on the brighter side, and the lapse 
of two-and-twenty years, which had gradually impaired the force i 
^f tender regret. , 

As soon as I entered the castle, Beatrice and her d{iughter 
greeted me most cordially, while the family scene was interest- 
ing in the extreme. When their mutual transports were over, I 
looked earnestly at my goddaughter, saying : Can this be the 
Seraphina whom 1 left in her cradle P how tall and pretty ! we . 
must make a good match for her. What ! my dear godfkther, 
'cried my little girl with an enchanting blush, you have but just 
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me, and do you want to get rid of me at once 1 No, my 
lovely. child, replied I, we how not to lose you by marriage, but 
to find a husband for you in the neighbourhood. ^ 

There is one ready to your hands, said Beatrice. Seraphina 
made a conquest one day at mass. Her suitor has declared his 
passion, ana asked my consent. I told him that his acceptance 
depended on her father and her godfather; and here you are to 
determine for yourselves. 

What is the character of this village lordling P said Scipio. 

Is he not, like his fellows, the little tyrant of the soil, and inso- 
lent to those who have no pedigree to boast P The furthest from 
it in the world, answered Beatrice ; the young man is gentle in 
his temper and polished in his manners ; handsome wiUial, and 
Boihewhat under thirty. You paint him in flattering colours, 
said 1 to Beatrice: what is his nameP Don Juan ae Jute) la, 
replied Scipio’s wife : it is not long since ho catiie to his inherit- 
ance : he lives on his own estate, ^ut a mile off, with a younger 
sister, of whom he takes care. I once knew something of his 
family, observed I : it is one of the liest in Valencia. I care less* 
for lineage, cried Scipio. than for the qualities of the heart and 
mind ; this D^n Juan will exactly suit us, if he is a good sort of 
man. He is belied else, said Seraphina, with a blushing interest 
in our converstftion ; the inhabitants of Lirias, who know him 
^fell, say ail the good of him you can conceive. I smiled at « 
this : and her father, not less quick-sighted, saw plainly that 
her jieart hod a sliare in the testimony of her tongue. 

The gentleman soon heard of our arrival, and paid his resjiects 
to us within two days. His address was nleasing Ind manly, 
so as to prepossess us in his favour. He aflected merely to wel- 
come us home as a neighbour. Our reception was such as not 
to discourage the repetition of his visit jfbut not g, word of Sera- 
phina ! When he was gone, Beatrice asked us how we l^k^d 
aim. We could have no objection to make, and gave it as our 
opinion that Seraphina could not dispose of herself better. ^ 

The next day, Scipio and I returned the We took»a 
guide, and luckily; for otherwise it might have puzzled us to 
find the place. It was not till our actual arrival that it was 
visible ; for the mansion was situated at the foqji of a mountain, 
in the middle of a wood, whoso loAy trees hid it our view . 
There was an antique and ruinou^ appearance about tt, which 
spoke more for the descent than the wealth of its proprie^r. 

On our entIUnce, however, the elegance of the interior arrange- 
* menb made amends for the dilapidated grandeur of the outer 
walls. 

Don Juan received us in a* handsome room, where he intro- 
duced his sister Dorothea, a lady between nineteen api twenty 
years of age. She was a good aeal tricky out, as if she had 
primed and leaded herself for conquest, in expectation of our 
visit. Thus presenting all her chi^ in full force, she did 
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me much as Antonia bad done before ; but I managed my 
tures so discreetly, that even Scipk) bad no suspicion. Ouf cou- 
I versation turned, as on tbe preceding day, on tbe mutual pleasure 
of good neighbourhood. otUl he did not open on the subject of * 
Seraphina, nor did we attempt to draw him out. During our 
interview, I often cast a side glance at Dorothea, though with 
all the reserve of delicate apprehension ; whenever our eyes met, 
the citadel of my heart was readv to surrender. To describe 
the object«<if niviove juaUy, as weHj^ feeUogly^ her beauty was 
not of thAmostj^rfe^ \ind : her skin was of a dazzling white- 
ness, and her lips united the colour with the fragrance of the 
rose ; but hjBf features were not so regular and well-proportioned 
as might have been wished i yet, altogether, she won my heart. 

In shorty. I left tl^ mansion of Jutella a different man from 
what I WM i>i, Ontei^g it : So. that, returning to Lirias with my 
whole sotil absorbed in Dorothea, I saw and spoke only of her. 
How is this, master P saidSoipio with a look of astonishment ; 

^ you seem to be very much tal^n with Don Juan's sister ! Can 
you be in love wittf herF Tea, my friend, answered I; to my 
shame be it spoken* Since the death of Antonia, how many lovely 
females have pessed in review before me with indifference : and 
must myjpassionil be irresistibly kindled at this time of life P 
Indeed, sir, replied the son of Cosclina, you may^blessjour stars, 
instead of squabbling with yourself : you are not so old as to 
make your sacrifice at the shrine of love a bye-word $ and time 
has ilat y^^pioughed stioh furrows on your brow, as to render 
hopeless tM'derire of pleasing. When you see Don Juan next, 
ask him boldly for hia sister : he cannot refuse her to you ; and 
besides, if his ;view8 in heifsettlement are ambitious, how can he 
do better? You have a patent of nobility in your pocket, and 
upon that yoaiji posteritr may ride easy ; after five generations, 
pedigree herself shall be lost in the confusion of her ma- 
terials, it may ekerotse the diligence of learned enquiry, to trace 
the fftmily of the Santillanes to the beginning . of its aremves. and 
consecra& ^l^ fgneof its founder by thef indistmotnees of his 
story. ^ 

Ch. XIV.— ./f doudle marriage, and tha conchurton c/ the history. 

By this discourse, Scipio encQ?iraged me to declare mvself, with- 
out considering how he ex^sed me to the |i<^nger of a refusal. 

own resolution was taken with fear and trembling. Though 
1 carried my years well, and might have sunk at lea^t ten, it did 
not seem unlikely that a young beauty might turn up her n^se at t 
the disparity. 1 determined, however, to bolt the question the 
first time I saw her brother, who was not without his trepidations 
on fkke subject of my god-daughter. 

He returned my call the next morning, just as I had done 
dsesaing. Signor de Santillane, said he, 1 wish to gpeak with you 
on some serious business. 1 took him into my closet, where 
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jntering on the subject at once. I imagine, continued he, that 
you an> not unacquainted witliathe purpose of ray visit: I lova 
Serapnina; you are all in all with tier father ■ I must reqiieat 

* you therefore to intercede and procure for me Uie accorajmsh* 
ment of my heart's desire : then shall I have to thanlc you for 
the prime bliss of my existence. Signor Don Juan, answered I, 
as you come to the point at once, you can have no objection to 
my following your example : My good offices are fully at your 
service, and I shall hope for yours with your sister in return. * 

Don Juan was agreeably surprised. Can it be possible, ex* 
claimed he, that Dorothea should have made a conquest of your 
heart since yesterday P It is even so. said I, and it would make 
me the happiest of men, if the proposal should meet with your 
joint approbation. You may rely on that, replied he ; though 
with some pretensions to family pride, yours is not an alliance 
to be despised. You flatter mo highly, rejoinedTl ; that you are 
not mealy-mouthed about receiving a commoner into your pedi- 
gree, is a mark of good sense ; but even if nobility had been a ^ 
necessary ingredient in your sister's requisites for a husband, w'o 
• shoulcTuot have quarrelled on that account. I have worked out 
twenty years it the trammels of office t and the king, as a reward 
of my long labours, has granted me a patent of nobility. This 
high-minded gentleman read my credentials over with extreme 
satisfaction, and returning them, told me that Dorothea was 

• mine. And Seraph ina yours, exclaimed I. ^ 

Thus were the two marriages agreed on between us. Tlie con- 
sent of the intended brides was all that remained j for^o neither 
of us presumed to control the inclinations of our wards. AJy 
friend therefore carried home my proposal to his sister, and 1 
called Scipio, Beatrice, and my go<l-daughter together, for the 
purpose of laying open a similar project. § Beatrice voted loudly 
for immediate a^’ceptance, and Seraphina silently. The fatbo9 
did not say much against it; but boggled a little at the fortune 
he must give to a gentleman whose seat required such inhne- 
diate and extensive repairs. I stopped Scipio s j^ufh by telling 
him that was my concern, and tiiat I should contribute four 
thousand pistoles to the architect’s estimate. 

In the evening, Don Juan came again. Yc^ir business is 
going swimmingly, said I ; pray h'viven mine ma^ promise as 
fairly. Better it cannot, answered he ; my influence wai quite 
unnecessary to prevail with Dorothea ; your person bad ina<^ 
its impressior^ and your manners plowed her. You were afraid 
f^he might not like you ; while she, with more reason, having no- 
thing to offer you but her heart and hand .... What would 
she offer more ? interrupted I, out of my wits with joy. Since 
the lovely Dorothea can think of me without repugnance, I ask 
no more ; my fortune is ample, and the possession of her is the 
only dowry 1 s^puld value. * 
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VoL 1. Hecuba, Orestes, Medea, Hlppo- 
mas..Akesttt, Beochss, Heraellds, 
|phl|Mbi AnUde,aiid Iphlg^ la 

VoL % Henolea hureos, Troad« Ion. 
hodromacbe, Soppllaota Helen, 
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WoieeMarOollega,Oifoi4 

OnUiBidhoii aiA IhiOfnii. 
iitsianf TnoNated, with Noiea, vf J. 

HaiTiAMJL 

Dil^ Litemllf TranaUted 
n|.oiiiiw,ami,ak. uto- 

^ffanalaiiiA 

, LitmUy Tratriatad, by 
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